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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting of 8th meet-
ing of Apex Committee of Special Investment Facilitation Council.

ISLAMABAD: Kandahar Governor Mullah Shirin
in a meeting with Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani during his visit to Islamabad.

LAHORE: Peoples Party (PPP) Co-Chairman, Asif Ali Zardari and PPP Chair-
man, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari preside over Central Executive Committee (CEC)
meeting of the party held at Bilawal House in Lahore.

QUETTA: Caretaker Federal Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Aneeq Ahmed
talking to media persons after visiting Hajji Camp.

QUETTA: Commissioner Quetta Division
Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat meeting with Gover-
nor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

PPP core committee
picks Bilawal as prime
ministerial candidate

SC seeks ‘comprehensive
report’ from commission

on enforced disappearances
Courts standing with every
political party regarding

elections: CJP Isa.
ISLAMABAD (INP): Chief Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa has said that courts are standing with every
political party regarding the elections.

On Wednesday, a three-member bench, headed by
CJP Isa and comprising Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Musarrat Hilali, heard the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) petition regarding the level playing field
in elections.

The Supreme Court later adjourned the hearing in
the case till January 8.

IHC bars police, admin
from using force against

Baloch protesters

Blow for PTI as PHC restores
ECP order stripping party

of ‘bat’ electoral symbol
PTI says it will approach Supreme

Court against verdict

SIFC Committee reviews
progress to further improve

investment climate

Conspiracies and nefarious designs of anti-state
elements to be foiled, asserts Maulana Khabeer

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chairman Markazi Ruet-e-Hilal Committee, Maulana Abdul Khabeer
Azad has stated that the entire nation and ulema karam (religious leaders) are standing
by their armed forces, and as such conspiracies and nefarious designs of the anti-state
elements would be foiled.

He said that Islam is a religion of peace and preaches brotherhood and harmony,
and it is responsibility of the religious leaders of the country to give lesson of good
things to the nation.

Appellate Tribunals continue
hearing of appeals of candidates
against rejection of papers

BNP’s Naseer Shahwani, Maqbool Lehri,
Ghulam Nabi Marri, PkMAP’s Nawab Jogezai
& Majeed Achakzai, HDP’s Qadir Nayal, PTI’s

Abdul Hayee allowed to contest elections

Govt making efforts to
ensure all facilities in Hajji

Camps: Aneeq Ahmed

Nefarious designs of terrorists exposed:

Revenge of every drop of
blood of innocent persons

to be taken: Achakzai

Pak to continue
engaging with

Afghanistan: FM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani on
Wednesday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to
continued engagement and
mutually beneficial ties
with Afghanistan. He also
underscored the importance
of addressing all issues of
concern to harness the full
potential for regional trade
and connectivity.

The foreign minister
received a delegation led by
Haji Mullah Shirin, Gover-
nor of Kandahar and
Deputy Head of Military
Intelligence and Strategy of
Afghanistan, Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a
press release. They ex-
changed views on key is-
sues of mutual concern, in-
cluding peace and security,
as well as people-to-people
contacts.

The visiting dignitary
appreciated Pakistan for the
generous support extended
to millions of Afghans for
over four decades and
agreed to continue high-
level engagement and dia-
logue to further strengthen
bilateral relations. Earlier,
the Afghan delegation led
by Haji Mullah Shirin also
participated in the 6th ses-
sion of Pakistan-Afghani-
stan Joint Coordination
Committee (JCC). In the
JCC meeting, the two sides
discussed coordination
mechanisms to facilitate
cross border movement
with a view to promoting
people-to-people contacts.

Mohsin Dawar
safe after attack

on vehicle
in Miranshah

MIRANSHAH (INP):
Former lawmaker and Na-
tional Democratic Move-
ment (NDM) Chairman
Mohsin Dawar remained
unhurt after his vehicle
came under fire in North
Waziristan’s Miranshah on
Wednesday, police said.

North Waziristan Dis-
trict Police Officer (DPO)
Rohan Zeb said Dawar was
targeted during an election
campaign in the area. “The
vehicle carrying the former
lawmaker was bulletproof,”
he told reporters.

Imran, Fawad
indicted in
contempt

of EC case
ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI founder Imran Khan
and former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry have been
indicted in contempt of
Election Commission (EC)
case. Both the accused
pleaded not guilty. The
contempt of EC case came
up for hearing in Adiala jail
Wednesday. Members of
EC heard the case.

During the course of
hearing EC indicted Imran
Khan and Fawad Chaudhry
and read out charge sheet.

Imran Khan and Fawad
Chaudhry pleaded not
guilty. PTI founder alleged
EC members are showing
partiality. The hearing of
contempt of EC case was
adjourned till January 16.

Pakistan strongly
condemns

terrorist attack
in Kerman, Iran

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Wednesday
strongly condemned a das-
tardly terrorist attack that
took place earlier today in
the Martyrs Cemetery of
the provincial capital of
Kerman, Iran, resulting in
large number of deaths and
injuries. “Pakistan stands
in full solidarity with the
Government and brotherly
people of Iran in this hour
of grief and tragedy,” For-
eign Office Spokesperson
said in a press statement.

Pakistan believed that
terrorism was a menace and
threat to regional and glo-
bal peace and security that
needed to be confronted
through bilateral and re-
gional cooperation, it was
added.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Supreme Court (SC) of Pa-
kistan has directed the
Commission of Inquiry on
Enforced Disappearances
to submit ‘comprehensive
report’ on missing persons’
case.

A three-member bench
led by Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Musarrat Hilali,
heard a set of petitions, in-
cluding the Barrister Aitzaz
Ahsan’s one, on the “un-
lawful practice” of enforced

disappearances.
During the hearing, the

apex court instructed the
commission – established in
2011 to trace missing per-
sons and fix responsibility
on the individuals – to pre-
pare a ‘comprehensive re-
port’ on all the missing per-
sons cases and provide pro-
duction orders also to the
Attorney General for Paki-
stan (AGP) within 10 days.

Aitzaz Ahsan, in his
petition, had prayed the
court to declare that en-

Continued on page 2

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Cen-
tral Executive Committee
(CEC) on Wednesday en-
dorsed Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari as the
party’s official candidate
for the position of Prime
Minister.

The decision was met
with unanimous approval
during the hybrid meeting
held at Bilawal House,
where key party members
gathered to deliberate on
key matters.

Chaired jointly by Asif
Zardari and Bilawal
Bhutto, the meeting ad-
dressed pivotal issues such
as the upcoming general
elections, the party’s elec-
tion campaign, and the for-
mulation of the party mani-

festo.
Meanwhile, the par-

ticipants also engaged in
comprehensive discus-
sions regarding the current
political landscape of the
country and its diplomatic
relationships.

President Asif Ali
Zardari formally proposed
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari as the prime min-
isterial candidate on behalf
of the PPP, a proposal that
received unanimous ap-
proval from the CEC.

Expressing unwavering
confidence in the leadership
of Asif Ali Zardari and
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
the members of the CEC
acknowledged their pivotal
roles in steering the party
towards its goals.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday
barred the authorities in the
federal capital from remov-
ing the Baloch protestors
sitting outside the National
Press Club, ARY News re-
ported.

The Baloch protestors
filed a petition in the IHC
against the ‘harassing’ of
Islamabad police with the
protesters.

The IHC, responding
to the plea, issued an order
and barred the police from
removing Baloch Family
members who were sitting
outside the National Press
Club.

The court emphasized
the importance of safe-
guarding the rights of indi-
viduals engaged in peaceful
protests and directed the
police authorities not to

‘harass’ the people sitting
outside the National Press
Club.

The court adjourned
the hearing till January 05
and directed the Deputy
Commissioner and SSP
Operations to appear per-
sonally in court on January
5, addressing the matter in
their individual capacities.

During a press confer-
ence, the Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar said that the issue of
Baloch families from
Balochistan was being pro-
jected in negative and in
sharp contrast to realities
as Balochs were standing
with the state of Pakistan.

Responding to different
media queries during his
visit to the Business Facili-
tation Center, the prime
minister said that terrorists

Continued on page 2

QUETTA (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmed on Wednesday said
the government is making
efforts to fulfill all the needs
of the Hajji camps to facili-
tate the pilgrims better.

During his visit to Hajji
Camp Quetta, he said the
purpose of visiting Hajji
Camp is to review the fa-
cilities provided to the pil-
grims.

The minister said the
government has inked vari-
ous agreements to provide

better facilities to the pil-
grims.

Aneeq Ahmed said the
government has already
completed all the Hajj ar-
rangements which will take
place in June.

He said the reason for
the decline in Hajj applica-
tions is the repatriation of
Afghan refugees who used
to perform Hajj illegally on
Pakistani passports.

He added a mobile app
has been launched for the
convenience of the pilgrims,
which will provide many
facilities to the pilgrims.

Maulana Abdul Khabeer Azad was addressing the Paitham-e-Pakistan Aman Con-
ference (Message of peace) organized by the Majlis-e-Ulema Pakistan here at the
Quetta Press Club on Wednesday.

The eminent religious leaders from different schools of thoughts as well as the
leading religious personalities of different minorities participated in the conference on
the crucial topic.

The chairman Ruet-e-Hilal Committee said that it is welcoming and appreciable to
hold Paigham-e-Pakistan Aman conference in Quetta.

He said that the people from all religions are attending the conference and united on
the platform of MUP.

privatization and appreci-
ated the collaborative ap-
proach of various stake-
holders in timely comple-
tion of various critical
benchmarks and gave di-
rections to maintain the
momentum, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief of Army
Staff General Syed Asim
Munir, members of the care-
taker federal cabinet, care-
taker provincial chief min-
isters and high level offi-
cials.  The committee also
developed consensus on
fast tracking the
infrastructural develop-
ment to facilitate the inves-
tors, especially in remote
areas of the country. The

committee appreciated the
ongoing inclusive approach
towards human resource
development to support
emerging needs in key sec-
tors of economy. The fed-
eral ministries presented
progress on the projects
being steered in key sectors
and gave plans for timely
realization of the envisaged
investments.

The PM directed all the
stakeholders to vigorously
pursue various SIFC’s ini-
tiatives to ensure their ac-
complishment within
stipulated timeframe. The
COAS assured unwavering
resolve of the Pakistan
Army to support
government’s initiatives
aimed at economic recovery
of the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Apex Committee of
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC)
chaired by Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar on Wednesday re-
viewed progress on various
measures being undertaken
to improve the investment
climate.

The Committee ap-
proved various policy level
interventions to further fa-
cilitate the investors includ-
ing strengthening of domes-
tic dispute resolution
mechanism.

The committee also re-
viewed various projects
and initiatives being pur-
sued through the platform
of SIFC.

It reviewed progress on

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has stated that the nefari-
ous designs of terrorists
have been exposed. He as-
serted that revenge of ev-
ery single drop of the inno-
cent people would be taken.

He said that those in-
volved in the 9th May
tragic incidents are now de-
manding of the level play-
ing field.

How is it possible to
harm the state and then
make demand of the play-
ing field.

These and similar other
views were expressed by
the caretaker Minister In-
formation while addressing
a hurriedly called press con-

Continued on page 2

PESHAWAR (INP): The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Wednesday re-
voked the stay order and
restored the ECP decision
to declare PTI intra-party
polls null and void and
stripping it of its election
symbol — bat.

On December 26, the
high court announced the
verdict on PTI’s petition
challenging the ECP’s ver-
dict, which had stripped
PTI of using the ‘bat’
symbol.

A single-member bench
comprising Justice Ejaz
Khan announced the re-
served verdict on a review
plea filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) against the January
26 single-member bench
order.

Meanwhile the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
on Wednesday announced
to approach Supreme

Court (SC) against the
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) verdict, restoring
Election Commission of
Pakistan’s (ECP) order
which had stripped the
party of its electoral sym-
bol ‘bat’.

Talking to journalists,
PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar Khan dubbed the
PHC’s verdict “biggest re-
flection of the ECP’s
biasness”, saying that it has
decided to approach Su-
preme Court (SC) against
the today’s order.

Gohar Khan ques-
tioned over the “legitimacy
of election” after the ECP
deemed the PTI’s intra-
party polls “unconstitu-
tional” and revoked the
party’s iconic ‘bat’ elec-
toral symbol.

“If you take away the
‘bat’, the world will not
recognise your election,”
he said.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Appellate
Tribunals kept on hearing
of the appeals of elections
candidates against rejection
of their respective nomina-
tion papers in the premises
of Balochistan High Court
here on Wednesday.

The Tribunals consist-
ing of Judges of BHC, Mr.
Justice Muhammad
Hashim Kakar and Mr. Jus-
tice Muhammad Aamir
Nawaz Rana heard the ap-
peals of candidates filed
against rejection of their
papers.

At the outset, over 100
appeals were heard by the
Appellate Tribunals on
Wednesday. After hearing
the appeals, several candi-
dates were allowed to con-
test upcoming general elec-
tions in the province.

The Tribunal compris-
ing Mr. Justice Hashim
Kakar allowed PkMAP’s
candidate s Nawab Ayaz
Jogezai and Abdul Majeed
Achakzai, HDP’s Qadir Ali
Nayal and Muhammad
Dawood, BNP’s Ghulam

Nabi Marri, Mir Maqbool
Ahmed Lehri, and Malik
Naseer Shahwani, PTI’s
candidate Syed Abdul
Hayee besides others.

Similarly, some inde-
pendent candidates namely
Dayer Hussain, Moeenullah,
Muhammad Akbar,
Naqeebullah, Jawad Khan,
Abdul Basit, Muhammad
Ishaq, Musa Khan, Abdul
Hanan were also allowed to
contest elections. They had
filed appeals against rejec-
tion of their nomination
papers from seats of differ-
ent provincial and national
assemblies.

The last date for decid-
ing appeals against accep-
tance and rejection of nomi-
nation papers of the candi-
dates by the Appellate Tri-
bunal has been fixed as
January 10, 2024.

As per the schedule,
revised list of the candidates
would be published on
January 11, 2024 while last
date for withdrawal of can-
didature and publication of
revised list of candidates is
January 12, 2024.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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HYDERABAD: Deserving people sits with food Rashan packs after receive
from workers of Jamat-e-Islami, donated by International NGO in City.

QUETTA: Inundated road by overflowing sewerage water, creating problems
for residents and commuters, showing negligence of concerned authorities,
at Zarghoon road in Quetta.

KARACHI: Pakistan Association of Press Photographers (PAPP) President,
Muhammad Jameel along with others are presenting the shield to Caretaker
Sindh Interior Minister, Brigadier (Retd) Haris Nawaz during meeting held
at his office in Karachi.

FM Jilani, Rwandan defence chief
discuss strengthening bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chief of Defence Staff of Rwanda Lt General Mubarakh Muganaga
on Wednesday called on Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani.

In the meeting, they discussed strengthening of bilateral ties, capacity building and
fostering increased collaboration in trade, a Foreign Office statement said.

They also emphasized the significant contribution of the Pakistani diaspora in
Rwanda’s development.

and armed militants had
been involved in the killing
of people of Balochistan.

“They were killing doc-
tors, lawyers, and teachers,
“Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
stated.

He reassured them that
the state would fight with
them with all force as they
could not be given license
to kill people.

The prime minister, re-
ferring to criticism by a sec-
tion of the media, said that
the government was not
fighting with the Baloch
families and regretted that
efforts were made to spread
confusion and mingle things
together.

The issue of families of
Balochs had been blown
out of proportion, he said,
adding that these terrorists
had been taking money and
funding from RAW and kill-
ing people in the province.

ference on Wednesday.
Addressing the presser,

Jan Achakzai said that the
people of Balochistan are
well aware of the anti-pub-
lic tactics, and as such they
would foil their designs to-
gether with people of other
parts of the country.

Regarding issue of the
missing persons, the Min-
ister said that a commission
is working for recovery of
the missing persons. Despite
the existence of the commis-
sion, the heirs of some miss-
ing persons are protesting in
the federal capital.

Referring the call for
shutter down strike by the
Baloch Yekjehti Committee,
the Minister Information
said that Balochistan has
rejected the call of strike
given by a committee.

Jan Achakzai further
said that those involved in
the incidents of 9th May
should not take part in the
general elections. However,
he added that those facing
the cases in military courts
should also not speak of the
level playing field. Referring
the caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar, the
Minister said that he (caretaker
PM) had spoken his heart out
as a true Pakistani, but criti-
cism is being made on him.

He on the occasion
shared good news for the
young cricketers saying that
the former international
cricketer Ahmed Shahzad is
coming to Quetta. Ahmed
Shahzad would give useful
tips to the youngsters dur-
ing stay in Quetta, adding
he announced. About the
protest in Chaman, Jan
Achakzai said that the
Chaman road would be re-
stored soon resolving the
issues of transporters.

IHC bars... Revenge of...

forced disappearances are
violative of Articles 4, 9, 10,
14, 19, and 25 of the Con-
stitution besides declaring
that the Commission of In-
quiry on Enforced Disap-
pearances does not ad-
equately comply with legal
and international standards.

Similarly, he asked the
apex court to set up an ef-
fective and purposeful
commission. He prayed the
apex court that a judge of
the Supreme Court should
head the commission while
members of the commission
should be from bar councils,
and other institutions.

At the outset of hear-
ing, Aitzaz Ahsan counsel
Shoaib Shaheen read out
loud previous judgments
issued on the matter in
court and also mentioned
the Faizabad sit-in case.
However, the CJP asked
how the case was linked to
enforced disappearances.

CJP Qazi Isa inquired
how the Faizabad sit-in
verdict is related to enforced
disappearances. Advocate
Shaheen maintained that the
court has mentioned the
role of intelligence agencies
in the verdict.

At this, the chief jus-
tice asked Shoaib Shaheen
to explain the part of the
Faizabad sit-in decision that
applied to the participants
of the Baloch protesters
protesting against enforced
disappearances.

The counsel replied
that the Faizabad verdict
stated that peaceful protest
is the right of every citizen
and called for action against
those who resorted to vio-
lence. “I am surprised that
you are referring to the
Faizabad dharna verdict,”
the CJP remarked.

At one point, Shaheen
mentioned the abduction of
journalist Matiullah Jan. To
this, the CJP asked why the
lawyer was mentioning that
case now. “Did the govern-

ment at that time accept
responsibility?” the judge
inquired.

Shaheen replied that
the then PTI government
had intervened to expedite
the recovery of the said
journalist. However, the
CJP barred him from the
taking the credit.

Shaheen argued that
anchorperson Imran Riaz
Khan was also abducted
and footage of the same
was available. He added
that the anchorperson had
called him and expressed
willingness to come to
court.

However, the chief jus-
tice said, he should not start
pleading cases of “power-
ful people who are well-
settled and have all the re-
sources in the world”.
“Don’t become their
spokesperson,” the CJP la-
mented, adding that the
PTI lawyer was making the
case political.

Subsequently, the
bench called Defence of
Human Rights Chairperson
Amina Masood Janjua to
the rostrum. She said her
husband was “forcefully
disappeared” in 2005 dur-
ing the tenure of Gen
Pervez Musharraf and the
then chief justice had taken
a suo motu notice of it.

Subsequently, the CJP
directed the AGP Mansoor
Usman Awan to present a
report on the matter. He
wondered why the govern-
ment or those in charge of
various institutions would
want to assume responsi-
bility if someone else ear-
lier had done something il-
legal.

After listening to all the
parties, the CJP narrated
the order of the day. He
said the court would only
hear the cases pertaining to
people who were still miss-
ing, noting that those who
had returned. The top court
adjourned the hearing of the
case till January 9.

At the outset of the
hearing, the PTI’s lawyers
submitted additional docu-
ments to the Supreme
Court stating that the
nomination papers of 668
key PTI leaders, as well as
around 2,000 proposers
and seconders have been
rejected.

According to the addi-
tional documents, 56 cases
of snatching of nomination
papers of PTI leaders took
place, while proposers and
seconders were also ar-
rested, and it was decided
to place video evidence in
this regard in the Supreme
Court.

During the hearing of
the case, CJP Isa expressed
indignation at the prefix of
Sardar along with the name
of PTI lawyer Latif Khosa.
He remarked that the
Sardar-Nawab system
ceases to exist now and
would not be tolerated in
court.

The chief justice told
Latif Khosa that his gov-
ernment of the PPP legis-
lated on abolishing the
chieftaincy system, while
now his sons had also be-
come sardars. At this,
Khosa replied that it was
written by the stenogra-
pher and wouldn’t happen
again.

Khosa’s arguments
Latif Khosa, opening

his arguments, took the
stance that a level playing
field was necessary for
healthy competition. At
this, Justice Muhammad
Ali Mahzar remarked that
this is a case of contempt
of court, not a new peti-
tion. He then asked about

the contempt committed
by the ECP.

The CJP then asked
what the link was between
the inspector general of
police and chief secretar-
ies, and the election com-
mission.

Latif Khosa told the
court that their candidates
were obstructed, on which
the CJP inquired about the
evidence.

The chief justice also
remarked that if the law-
yer wanted action against
people individually, he
must file a separate appli-
cation. If someone’s nomi-
nation papers have been
rejected, they should file
an appeal, to which Latif
Kho sa  s a id  t h ey  h a d
not been given copies
of the orders of the re-
turning officer for three
days.

Justice Mazhar asked
how many of candidates’
nomination papers have
been approved.

Khosa said they had
not received the copies of
RO’s orders, and could not
file appeals against them.

‘You want us to do the
work of ECP’

The CJP remarked
that the lawyer wanted the
court to do the job of the
election commission. If
they did not get a copy of
the RO’s decision, they
should apply to the tribu-
nal without a copy. “How
can we ask for the papers
of one party to be accepted
or rejected?” the CJP ques-
tioned.

CJP Isa remarked that
the courts are standing be-
hind every political party
for the elections.

SC seeks ‘comprehensive...

Courts standing with every...
Continued from page 1
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Maulana Azad on the
occasion also appreciated
the ini tiative of care-
t a k e r Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar re-
garding cancellation of
the public celebrations
on eve of New Year. He
said that the caretaker
Prime Minister proved soli-
darity with the people of
Palestine by cancelling the
New Year celebrations in
the country.

Other participants of
the conference also ad-
dressed and spoke at length
about the need of promo-
tion of inter-faith and reli-
gious harmony and broth-
erhood in the country.

He said that the partici-
pants of conference are giv-
ing message that the coun-
try is in dire need of unity.

Maulana Abdul
Khabeer Azad also said that
love with the country hap-
pens to be the part of be-
lief.

He said that the en-
emies of Pakistan are hatch-
ing conspiracies against the
peace of country, however,
these conspiracies and ne-
farious designs would be
foiled by the armed forces.

He said that we have the
firm resolve to free Pakistan
from the terrorism and
chaos.

Conspiracies and nefarious designs...
Continued from page 1

ECP sets Jan 22 as
deadline for postal
ballot applications

ISLAMABAD (APP)
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has fixed
22nd January as the last
date for receipt of appli-
cations for p o s t a l  b al-
lot  papers for general
elections to the national
and four provincial assem-
blies.

This facility, under the
law, has been extended to
the persons in government
service, members of armed
forces, their wives and chil-
dren who are registered vot-
ers but are stationed at a
place other than the one in
which their constituency is
situated.

NEPRA approves
hike in electricity

tariff
KARACHI (INP): The
National Electric Power
Regulation Authority
(NEPRA) on Wednesday
approved the K-electric
plea to increase the power
tariff for Karachi by Rs 2.87
per unit.

According to the
power regulatory authority,
NEPRA approved the hike
in electricity in the wake of
the quarterly fuel adjust-
ment for second time.

With this hike, the bur-
den on Karachi power con-
sumers in the wake of quar-
terly fuel adjustments will
reach Rs 4.12.  The hike was
approved under the adjust-
ment period from January
to March 2023.

The power regulatory
authority has sent the deci-
sion to federal government
to notify the hike.

Earlier, at the request of
the caretaker government,
the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) approved the

tariff hike to maintain the
uniform electricity tariff
across the country.

According to the issued
notification, the power
regulatory authority ap-
proved the surge of Rs1.72
per unit for K-Electric
(KE) consumers on account
of third-quarterly adjust-
ment charges for the previ-
ous financial year.

The notification stated
that a rise of Rs 1.25 per
unit was approved under
the adjustment period from
January to March 2023,
along with Rs 0.47 per unit
sanctioned for the adjust-
ment period from October
to December 2022.

The national power
regulatory, NEPRA, sent
the official notification of
the electric tariff hike to the
federal government, mean-
while, electricity consum-
ers in Karachi have to pay
additional charges from
January to March 2024
bills.

Pakistan needs robust regulatory
framework, capacity buildup

to tackle SRM regime: Experts

Aamer Jamal leads Pakistan
fight back with 82

Sports Desk
SYDNEY: Fast bowler
Aamer Jamal played a spir-
ited knock of 82 runs off 97
balls to give Pakistan total
a boost after top order failed
in the third and final Test
against Australia at the
Sydney Cricket Ground on
Wednesday. At stumps the
hosts scored six runs in re-
ply to visitors 313 all out.

Aamer was given a reso-
lute support by fellow
pacer and number 11 bats-
man Mir Hamza who
shared 7 runs off 43 deliver-
ies in the last wicket stand
of 86 runs. Aamer hit four
sixes and nine hits to the
fence.

The other significant
contributor to the total was
Salman Ali Agha who com-
piled 53 runs.

Mohammad Rizwan re-
pelled Australia with adven-
turous batting until falling on
the stroke of tea for 88, as
Pakistan’s recovery from a
top-order collapse suffered
a major blow on the opening
day of the third Test.

Rizwan belted 76 off 72
balls in the second session

on a benign SCG surface, but
miscued a Pat Cummins
short delivery to deep fine
leg. He had appeared set to
become Pakistan’s first cen-
turion of the series, but his
dismissal handed the
ascendency back to Austra-
lia.

Cummins continued his
stellar series by again pro-
viding a breakthrough out of
nowhere and took 3 for 40
off 10 overs. Recalled Sajid
Khan then survived a
dropped chance from
Usman Khawaja in the slips
off allrounder Mitchell
Marsh as batting suddenly
appeared more difficult
with sunshine making way
for cloud covering.

Pakistan’s batting order
throughout the series has
mostly been under a
stranglehold by Australia’s
attack, but Rizwan and
Salman Agha dominated
with a 94-run partnership
for the sixth wicket in
favourable batting condi-
tions. Rizwan had batted
bravely in the Boxing Day
Test with scores of 42 and
35, where he briefly gave

Pakistan hope of chasing
317 runs until falling late on
day four after a short
Cummins delivery flicked
his wristband.

He has continued to
make Pakistan’s hierarchy
appear rather foolish for
not selecting him in the se-
ries opener in Perth with
Sarfaraz Ahmed preferred.

With Pakistan resuming
the second session at 75 for
4, Rizwan continued where
he left off before lunch as
he targeted backward point
and scored runs quickly.
But captain Shan Masood
was unable to bat
proactively as his prefer-
ence given his team’s pre-
dicament. Masood had
been watchful against
Nathan Lyon, who he had
numerously charged at in
Melbourne, but his bid to
play the long haul seem-
ingly ended on 32 when he
edged Marsh straight to
second slip.

But Marsh’s celebra-
tions were halted when he
was found to have delivered
a no-ball. Masood could not
make him pay and fell al-
most in the exact same man-
ner shortly after with
Marsh relieved when it was
confirmed that he hadn’t
overstepped again.

Cricket legends criticize
Shaheen Afridi’s absence

in Sydney Test
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former captain Wasim
Akram has launched a
scathing critique against the
team management for not
including Shaheen Afridi in
the Sydney Test. In an in-
terview with international
media, Akram argued that
the decision was not made
by the team management
but by Afridi himself. He
challenged players to decide
between greatness and fi-
nancial gain.

Akram emphasized
that Shaheen Afridi is set
to captain in the upcoming
5 T20 matches against New
Zealand, considering this
series as merely a financial
benefit for both cricket
boards. The cricketing leg-
end stressed the impor-
tance of the Test format,
asserting that cricketers
should prioritize the tradi-
tional and pure form of the
game.

“If you talk to people
about the Sydney Test 20
years ago, they will remem-
ber. But ask about what

happened yesterday, and
no one will know,” Akram
remarked, underscoring the
enduring significance of
Test cricket.

Waqar Younis, the na-
tional team’s legendary fast
bowler, also expressed his
disapproval of Shaheen
Afridi’s decision to skip the
Sydney Test. In an inter-
view with a TV channel,
Younis termed it “difficult”
and questioned the ratio-
nale behind resting a player
for a Test match, empha-
sizing the importance of
preserving the survival of
Test cricket.

Younis expressed
shock over Afridi’s absence,
stating, “Shaheen Afridi not
playing in the Sydney Test
was a real shock for me; I
was expecting him to be in-
cluded in the playing XI.”

Earlier, Wasim Akram
had criticized the team
management, echoing the
sentiment that players
must decide between pur-
suing greatness in the sport
or financial success.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
experts at the commence-
ment of the first-ever inter-
national training seminar on
solar radiation management
(SRM) demanded the coun-
try along with the member
states of the Global South
(developing countries) to
come up with robust regu-
latory framework and ca-
pacity buildup to tackle the
looming SRM regime to
avert any hostile impacts of
the emerging technology.

The COMSATS Uni-
versity Islamabad (CUI) and
the Alliance for Just Delib-
eration on Solar
Geoengineering (DSG) con-
vened the first training semi-
nar on the evolving science
intended to bulwark rising
global warming and climate
change, titled “Living with
Climate Change: Awareness
and Training on SRM” un-
der the aim to extend con-
text of the new climate sci-
ence and its governance chal-
lenge ahead among the
policymakers, academia,
civil society and media.

In his introductory re-
marks, the Head of the Cen-
tre for Climate Research and
Development (CCRD),
CUI, Prof Dr Athar Hussain
briefed the participants
about the urgency of the
subject and its countering
measures to enable the coun-
try with the most modern
knowledge on SRM for bet-
ter governance of the new
technology. In his opening
remarks, Prof Dr Shamsul
Qamar from CUI said that
the SRM was developing
science that was intricate

and multifaceted in nature
that could have serious im-
plications on the develop-
ing countries facing the maxi-
mum burden of climate
change. However, it was in-
cumbent upon the develop-
ing countries to explore so-
lar engineering and develop
their capacities related to the
subject that would enable
them to participate in the de-
cision-making process to
take place on solar engineer-
ing and its governance.

Director, World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF-Pa-
kistan), Imran Saqib Khalid
said the fossil fuel-based
economy was the elephant
in the room driving the cli-
mate crisis and global warm-
ing whereas its phase-out
was the key to cut carbon
emissions and limit rising
global average temperatures
causing climate catastro-
phes.  He demanded for in-
clusive participatory action
of developing countries
from the global south on
SRM and its governance to
ensure a win-win situation
and circumvent unilateral
actions on the subject.
CSCCC, Aisha Khan said
there was very less informa-
tion and knowledge in the
civil society and academia
circles of the developing
countries on SRM whereas
the whooping impacts of
climate change were leading
the world to take abrupt and
panic decisions to countries
its devastating impacts.

In this global milieu, she
said it was necessary to en-
sure better preparedness,
lessening of knowledge and

capacity gaps to understand
SRM and its governance for
well-informed decision-
making in this regard. Execu-
tive Director, Carnegie Cli-
mate Governance Initiative
(C2G), Janos Pasztor
briefed the participants on
the SRM potential and its
possible outcomes, how-
ever, he emphasized the
need of better collaboration
and cooperation between
the global north (developed
world) and the global south
(developing world) for ad-
dressing the emerging chal-
lenges due to SRM.

Meanwhile, Climate,
environment and
sustainability expert from
DSG, Hassaan Sipra in-
formed the participants
that without good solar en-
gineering governance there
would be bad actors at large
to play that can cause seri-
ous damage to the environ-
ment. He noted that the real
concern was the unilateral
or by bloc deployment of
SRM systems as one na-
tion-state could unilaterally
start deploying SRM solu-
tions that could impact the
other nations in different
continents of the world who
would be less capable to
cope with it.  e also under-
lined that in 2023 US White
House Research Plan failed
to get any foreign partici-
pant in the initiative per-
taining to the SEM and simi-
larly, the 2023, EU State-
ment Under Climate Secu-
rity Nexus that also did not
have any private
organisation involved from
the Global South.

New Zealand name full
strength team for T20Is
series against Pakistan

Sports Desk
AUCKLAND: Matt
Henry and Lockie
Ferguson have made suc-
cessful recoveries from
their respective injuries,
while Kane Williamson and
Devon Conway also return
after periods of rest as New
Zealand named a full-
strength squad for the five-
match T20I series against
Pakistan at home.

All-rounder Rachin
Ravindra was rested after
being on the road since Au-
gust last year.

Henry was out for two
months after he injured his
right hamstring during the
World Cup clash against
South Africa in Pune. He
will return to competitive
action for Canterbury in a
Super Smash T20 fixture
against Central Districts on
January 5 before joining the
New Zealand squad of 13
in Auckland next week.

While Henry has been
picked for all five T20Is,
Ferguson, who suffered an
Achilles injury during the
World Cup has been in-
cluded for the last three
T20Is. Ferguson will take
the field for Auckland for
three Super Smash games
over the next two weeks
before joining the New
Zealand squad. Fast bowler
Ben Sears has been in-
cluded for the first two
T20Is.

Williamson, who was
rested for the Bangladesh
ODIs and T20Is, will miss
the third T20I against Pa-
kistan as he continues to
monitor his knee injury. He
will otherwise take back the

captaincy reins for the rest
of the four games. Un-
capped Central Districts
batter Josh Clarkson has
been called up as cover for
the third T20I with
Mitchell Santner set to
stand in as captain.

“It’s great to be wel-
coming back Matt, Devon,
Lockie and Kane,” New
Zealand head coach Gary
Stead said. “They’re four
quality players in their own
right and their skills and
experience will bolster our
side. With just three T20I
series left before the T20
World Cup, all matches are
vitally important for our
preparation.”

Stead explained why
Ravindra was being rested,
having played in five coun-
tries in the last five months.
Ravindra was the fourth-
highest run-scorer at the
World Cup and was later
picked up by CSK at the
IPL auction for INR 1.8
crore (US$ 216,000
approx.).

“Rachin’s a young
player who has immense
value to New Zealand
Cricket and we therefore
want to look after his
wellbeing,” Stead said.
“He’s the only player or
staff member to have been
touring non-stop for the
past five months across
five countries and that’s
simply not sustainable.
He’s still very much part
of our thinking for the T20
World Cup in June and will
come back into the reckon-
ing for the T20 series
against Australia in Febru-
ary.”
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ISLAMABAD: Rescue workers are busy in fire extinguishing as fire broke
out at Aabpara market due to short circuit in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A view of funeral prayers of Former Federal Minister Sartaj
Aziz at H-8 grave yield.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Parliamentary Committee on China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed presenting a shield
to CDA sanitation workers during the farewell party at E-7 Park.

ISLAMABAD: General Secretary (Tehreek Nafaz-
e-Fiqh-e-Jafariya) Allama Basharat Hussian Imami
talking to media persons outside Election Com-
mission in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Buildings and roads are hide to the thick blanket of Fog as
such weather will be reassumes till the rainy spell in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: CDA staffer busy in win work dur-
ing foggy on early morning hours in capital City.

Fire guts
several shops
at Islamabad’s
Aabpara market
ISLAMABAD (INP): A
massive fire broke out at
Aabpara Market in
Islamabad on Wednesday
engulfing several garment
shops.

The blaze started in a
cloth (dupatta) shop in the
market in the morning
which spread to other
shops later.

A Rescue spokesman
said that the fire completely
burnt three shops while
materials in the adjacent
shop were damaged.

Fire brigade officials
informed that smoke could
be seen rising from Aabpara
Market where fire spread
quickly, and the police
were informed of the inci-
dent by the area’s residents.

The fire brigade was
informed about the blaze
around 9 O’clock and fire
tenders were actively par-
ticipating in the operation
to douse the blaze.

CDA to
auction plots
in next week

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) has decided
to conduct an auction of
plots in Islamabad, allevi-
ating the budgetary con-
straints faced by the civic
body. According to the
CDA official, the plot auc-
tion is set to take place from
10 to 12 January at the F9
Park in Gandhara Hall.

Plots located on Blue
Area, Centers, and Park
Road will be included in the
auction. The auction list
includes petrol pumps,
Class Three shopping cen-
ters, agro farms, and apart-
ment plots, along with fruit
and vegetable shops, IT
centers, and hostel plots.

Earthquake
jolts Islamabad,
adjacent areas

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal capital Islamabad
and its neighbouring regions
experienced a sudden jolt
today as earthquake trem-
ors sent shockwaves across
the landscape, causing
panic among residents. Ac-
cording to the private news
channel, the seismic activ-
ity was also felt in
Rawalpindi, Attock, and
Chakwal. The seismologi-
cal centre said that the mag-
nitude of the earthquake
was 4.9 on the Richter
scale, the depth of the
earthquake was 137
kilometres underground,
the epicentre was the Af-
ghanistan-

Tajikistan border, and
the tremors were felt at 2:24
p.m. No loss of life or prop-
erty was reported from any
part of the capital.

Identical rulings by
ROs surprises Election

Tribunal Judge
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Hearing at the Election Tri-
bunal of the Islamabad High
Court on Wednesday, Jus-
tice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir expressed astonish-
ment at what appeared to
be arbitrary decisions made
by separate returning offic-
ers. The tribunal was ad-
dressing an appeal lodged
by PTI leader Advocate
Shoaib Shaheen, contesting
the rejection of his nomina-
tion form.

During the proceed-
ings, Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir noted
with surprise that the re-
turning officers for both
NA 47 and NA 48 constitu-
encies were identical.
Shaheen contested this, as-
serting that the officers for
the two constituencies
were different. However,
Justice Tahir pointed out
that there was not a single
word of difference in the
orders issued by the two
returning officers, suggest-
ing a striking similarity that
raised suspicions about the
decision-making process.

Shoaib Shaheen de-
fended his stance, claiming
that while the officers might
be different, the orders
seemed to be crafted in the
same place, evident from
their exact replication.

Expressing concern,
Justice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir emphasized the lack
of variation between the
two orders, raising ques-
tions about the indepen-
dence and fairness of the
decision-making process.
After the arguments from
both part ies,  the
Islamabad Election Tri-
bunal reserved its deci-
sion on the matter.

PTI leader Niazullah
Niazi, addressing the media
outside the Islamabad High
Court, shed light on the un-
usual circumstances sur-
rounding the objection-rais-
ing process on December
30. Niazi revealed that the
returning officers spent
four hours that night scru-
tinizing nomination papers
and raised objections that
he described as “ridicu-
lous.” He further stated that
even the judge found some
objections amusing. Nota-
bly, an identical decision
was issued by three differ-
ent circles of returning of-
ficers, adding another layer
of suspicion to the overall
electoral proceedings.

The Election
Tribunal’s decision is now
eagerly awaited as ques-
tions about the integrity of
the election process in NA
47 and NA 48 linger.

CDA taking concrete
measures to protect

natural beauty of capital

Pakistani workers to
be sent abroad through

proper channel

Dense fog disrupts
air and road traffic

Safe City Islamabad demonstrated exemplary performance in 2023
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directives of
Islamabad Capital Police
Officer (ICCPO), Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, the Safe
City Islamabad is actively
contributing to the over-
sight of public safety, crime
control, assistance in inves-
tigations, and providing
emergency help to citizens,
a public relations officer
said.

During 2023, Safe
City Islamabad utilized all
available resources for fa-
cilitating the citizens. Vari-
ous facilities were provided
to 1,92,144 individuals
through Police Khidmat
Markazs.

Furthermore, the Safe
City Emergency Response
Unit received 1,39,717 calls
through the Pucar-15 emer-
gency helpline. Safe City

effectively monitored
1,03,951 suspicious activi-
ties including crimes, ve-
hicles and traffic violations
throughout the city using
modern high-tech cameras.

Moreover, data of
42,332 individuals was col-
lected in the Police Station
Record Management Sys-
tem, leading to the arrest
of 16,169 individuals in-
volved in various offenses.
Safe City’s Hotel Eye soft-
ware allowed for the sur-
veillance of over a million
people and the arrest of 49
criminals.

Safe City significantly
increased the efficiency of
overall challan payments
from 6% to 32%. The Dol-
phin Squad’s Police Emer-
gency Response Unit
(PERU) app was intro-
duced to promptly respond
to any emergencies allow-

ing citizens to report inci-
dents immediately.

The ICT-15 app was
developed for citizen facili-
tation to seek immediate
police assistance. The Safe
City Monitoring System
added 239 new high tech-
cameras, 23 new vehicles
were branded, and 15 smart
cars were included in the
Police Mobile fleet.

The CPO Safe City/
Traffic conducted special
awareness lectures on drug
prevention in renowned
educational institutions
across Islamabad. 92 chil-
dren involved in illegal ac-
tivities were apprehended
by Islamabad Capital Po-
lice and handed over to their
parents through the School
Chalo campaign, which was
made possible with the as-
sistance of Safe City
Islamabad.

Safe City expanded its
coverage to 97% of the fed-
eral capital areas by adding
900 new cameras, and 50
facial recognition cameras at
entry and exit points.

For better communi-
cation systems the Safe
City Islamabad transitioned
to the TETRA system from
VHF and reactivated the 5-
BTS of the TETRA net-
work.

Safe City Data Center
increased its technical ca-
pacity to 1.3 PB of data
storage, commissioned IVS
3800 controllers for video
surveillance and improved
federal government TETRA
network coverage to 100%.

A research and devel-
opment section was initi-
ated in Safe City Islamabad,
where students from vari-
ous educational institutions
developed various soft-

ware.
However, a data hub

was established in a short
span of time of three
months, gathering data from
all provinces and dividing
it into 25 different catego-
ries and providing it to all
law enforcement organiza-
tions.

A survey of 4,800 pri-
vate cameras was con-
ducted, connecting them
with Safe City Islamabad
centralized system for
monitoring plazas, metros,
green and orange buses, im-
portant buildings, hotels,
and motels.

Additionally, impor-
tant commercial centers like
the I-8 Centre, F-8 Markaz,
Lake View, Blue Area, Min-
ister Enclave, Jinnah
Courts, and DHA are now
accessible through Safe
City cameras.

Dr Umar Saif announces
10,000 ‘E-Rozgar Centers’
for freelancers from Jan 11
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunica-
tions Dr. Umar Saif
Wednesday disclosed that
the government would ini-
tiate a project to establish
10,000 countrywide E-
Rozgar centers equipped
with the latest facilities to
facilitate freelancers and
start-ups from January 11.

This historic initiative
was aimed to address the
current challenge faced by
approximately 1.5 million
freelancers who lacked suit-
able workspaces, he men-
tioned while speaking in an
exclusive interview with a
Private news channel.

The freelancers
equipped with the tools and
environment to thrive in the
digital landscape is need of
the hour, he further added.
He explained that the estab-

lishment of joint e-centers
will increase investment in
the country and create new
employment opportunities.

Dr Umar also urged
the youth to become entre-
preneurs as they could eas-
ily earn more stipends per
month through E-Rozgar.

Replying to a ques-
tion, the minister said from
January 7 another project
would be initiated to intro-
duce a standardized test for
IT graduates through the
Higher Education Commis-
sion to gauge their skills and
offer them internships af-
ter passing the test.

“Those who pass the
test will be given a manda-
tory internship in the IT
industry. Pakistani univer-
sities produce around
75,000 IT graduates every
year, out of which, only
3,000 are eligible to be em-
ployed by IT companies,”

he added.
He also expressed

hope that IT exports will
increase to $4 billion after
the State Bank of Pakistan
allowed the IT companies
to retain 50% of their re-
ceipts in dollar accounts.

“We wanted to em-
power the youth of the
country with info-tech
skills and that it was mak-
ing all-out efforts for the
purpose”, he added.

“IT and Telecom is
working on all those
projects that will create
employment opportunities
in the country for young-
sters in the future,” he men-
tioned.

The ministry is trying
its best to move Pakistan
forward in the field of edu-
cation through the provi-
sion of IT skills and empow-
ering skilled manpower in
IT industries, he said.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Un-
der the directions of Chief
Commissioner Islamabad
and Chairman CDA Capt.
® Anwar ul Haq, concrete
and effective measures have
been taken to protect the
natural beauty of Islamabad
from environmental pollu-
tion and smog.

In this regard, the En-
forcement Wing Wednes-
day conducted a mega op-
eration against the owners
of the plastic factory in
Islamabad’s Sector I-13,
Shams Colony, whose
smoke was causing environ-
mental pollution in the
area.

The owners were
summoned and presented
before the court of Senior
Special Magistrate CDA.

The Senior Special
Magistrate ordered that the
factories of the accused be
sealed immediately and

sentenced the accused to
imprisonment and fine and
remanded in custody.

According to the de-
tails, Chief Commissioner
Islamabad and Chairman
CDA issued strict instruc-
tions to the Enforcement,
Environment and Sanitation
Wing a few days ago to take
immediate action to keep
the natural beauty of
Islamabad free from envi-
ronmental pollution and
smog.

The operation should
be carried out without dis-
crimination and interrup-
tion, otherwise departmen-
tal action will be taken
against the concerned offi-
cials.

On this occasion, the
CDA administration said
that no one would be al-
lowed to destroy the natu-
ral scenery beauty of
Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Thick fog enveloped the
plains of the country, es-
pecially parts of the Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
provinces on night between
Tuesday and Wednesday,
paralysing routine life and
disrupting road and air traf-
fic.

The flight operation at
the Islamabad International
Airport was also affected.

As many as 30 flights
of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) and other
national and international
flights had to be cancelled
after dense fog disrupted
the flights’ operation at
the Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport on Wednes-
day.

The flights, which
were cancelled, had to
shuttle between Islamabad
and Lahore, Islamabad and
Karachi, Islamabad and
Beijing, Islamabad and
Sharjah, Islamabad and
Riyadh and Islamabad and
Jeddah.

Similarly, PIA’s flights
to Gilgit and Skardu were
delayed for several hours.

The situation is no
different with the flights of

other airlines such as
SereneAir, Airblue and
AirSial which were delayed
for over 12 hours.

PIA’s incoming flight
from Dubai landed at the air-
port after a delay of 18
hours.

On the other hand, the
airport’s management said
that the flight’s operation
would resume as soon as
visibility improved.

The thick fog has
badly affected the flow of
road traffic in several cit-
ies. According to a
Motorway spokesperson,
the Motorway M1 Section
from Peshawar Toll Plaza
to Rashakai Interchange in
KP, Motorway M2 from
Lahore to Islamabad have
been closed for all kind of
traffic.

The Motorway police
have appealed the drivers
to use Grand Trunk (GT)
Road for travelling. They
have also urged the drivers
to drive slowly and switch
on fog lights.

The Motorway police
have also requested the
people to stay home and
avoid unnecessary travel-
ling.

PILDAT report
Polls happening

without requisites
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Pakistan Institute of
Legislative Development
and Transparency (Pildat),
an NGO working for the
promotion of democracy in
Pakistan, has issued a re-
port on standards of democ-
racy in Pakistan.

According to the re-
port, 2023 was another
awful year for democracy
in Pakistan. Interim govern-
ments’ extended time in the
offices is against the true
essence of Constitution and
democracy.

It further said the PTI
founder was disqualified on
the grounds similar to those
of former US president

Donald Trump. The biggest
allegations on PTI founder
are related to May 9 van-
dalism.

Report also high-
lighted ex-army chief Gen
Bajwa’s role of institution’s
interference in political
matters. Moreover, Nawaz
Sharif is seemingly enjoy-
ing support of the estab-
lishment in the upcoming
elections, it said.

The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
endured pressure of a po-
litical party and appellate
court, whereas the country
is entering elections with-
out meeting due requisites
for polls.

Influenza causing
respiratory illness

among people in Pak
ISLAMABAD (INP): A
subtype H3N2 Influenza-
A virus, causing severe res-
piratory illness in people
across Pakistan, the Na-
tional Institute of Health
report said Wednesday.

The National Institute
of Health (NIH) in its re-
cent report stated that thou-
sands of severe respiratory
illness cases are being re-
ported every week across
Pakistan.Meanwhile, the
NIH in its report further
added that the Respiratory
Syncytial Virus (RSV) is
causing illness among chil-
dren across the country.

The health experts re-
vealed that the Influenza
virus can be dangerous for
the elderly and people with

weakened immune systems
The report further

added that the real cause of
severe respiratory illness is
because of the subtype
H3N2 Influenza-A virus,
not COVID-19, as the rate
of coronavirus cases in Pa-
kistan is less than one per-
cent.

Meanwhile, the NIH
in its report further added
that the Respiratory Syn-
cytial Virus (RSV) is caus-
ing illness among children
across the country. The
health experts warned the
patients not to consume
antibiotics if they have in-
fluenza symptoms and
suggested using a mask and
washing hands frequently
to prevent the disease.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistani workforce would be
sent abroad through the
agreements under the su-
pervision of the Ministry
of Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Develop-
ment and no body would
be allowed to use illegal
ways to go abroad for a job
or business.

An official source said
on Wednesday that a well-
educated and skilled
workforce could play a vi-
tal role in the social devel-
opment of the country to
boost the fragile current
economic situation of the
state.There is a need for
awareness among people
regarding overseas. The
shortage of staff in OPF
schools will be met in any
case. OPF schools will be
opened in North and South
Waziristan.

The government was
committed and took vari-
ous steps to provide and
ensure the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
pattern rights to all Paki-
stani mine workers as soon
as possible. All concerned
departments would ensure
the true implementation of
the rights of workers.

So far, MOUs have
been signed with about six-

teen countries regarding
employment in the Paki-
stani workforce. Some have
more contracts under con-
sideration. Going abroad il-
legally should be discour-
aged. Taking the illegal route
is not only wasting money
but also facing difficulties.

To a question, he said
that the OPF Regional Of-
fice Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
has received a total of 151
complaints so far, out of
which 114 have been re-
solved so far. Most of the
complaints were related to
lands and law and order.

There is a need for
awareness among people
regarding overseas. The
shortage of staff in OPF
schools will be met in any
case. OPF schools will be
opened in North and South
Waziristan.

For the first time in
history, four years of pend-
ing funds have been cleared
with the full support of the
Ministry of Overseas and
HRD. In the year 2022-
23, educational scholar-
ships of 794.86 million to
3399 students, marriage
grants of 122.8 million to
644 persons and death
grants of 73.7 million to
130 persons have been
provided.

SC dismisses
bail plea of

accused arrested
in tax fraud

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
dismissed the bail plea of
the accused arrested in tax
fraud being the plea with-
drawn.

Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
has remarked white collar
crime is not an ordinary
crime.

A 3-member bench of
SC presided over by the
CJP Qazi Faez Isa heard
the bail after arrest plea
filed by the accused Ammar
Rafiq Wednesday.

The CJP remarked
white collar crime is not an
ordinary crime. White col-
lar crime causes enormous
loss to the country. Such a
big claim was made on fake
invoices.

The CJP inquired
how can one push money
forcibly in some one’s else
account. This is not ordi-
nary crime. on what basis
we should grant bail to the
accused.

Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar remarked this
is fraud of billion of ru-
pees.

SC declares disqualification
of PML-Q former MNA

correct for holding fake degree
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
declared the disqualification
of PML-Q former Member
of National Assembly
(MNA) Khadim Hussain
on the basis of fake degree
correct.

The Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa remarked it is better not
to run case after the death
of petitioner. The fake de-
gree matter ended with the
death of the petitioner.

The CJP gave these

remarks while presiding
over a 3 members bench of
SC during the hearing of the
case Wednesday. The CJP
inquired has the case any
criminal aspect. If it is there
then we hear the case. The
counsel Khawaja Haris told
the court the family mem-
bers of petitioner insist to
abolish taint of fake degree
after hearing the case. The
petitioner got the entire
education in the name of
Muhammad Akhtar
Khadim. He did politics in

the name of Khadim
Hussain. He got national
identity card in this name.
Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar remarked had the
petitioner been alive then
some thing could be proved.
He inquired how the fam-
ily members of the deceased
will prove correct name after
death. The CJP remarked
show us some affidavit or
documents as evidence. when
the stance is about changing
name then presenting evi-
dence is your responsibility.
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Terrorism surge
While Pakistan’s leadership re-
mains almost exclusively occu-
pied in political machinations,
militants and terrorist outfits
have been spreading their vi-
cious tentacles. Violence-re-
lated deaths, according to re-
cently released statistics from
two major security think tanks,
shot to a six-year high in 2023
as the country lost hard-
earned ground to inimical
forces. Some 789 terror attacks
and counter-terrorism opera-
tions resulted in more than
1,500 deaths in 2023, includ-
ing close to 1,000 civilian and
security forces lives lost. There
were around as many injuries
as the total number of fatali-
ties. The state’s failures seem
particularly damning, consid-
ering that the trends had
shown a persistent increase in
violent incidents in the preced-
ing two years as well. Despite
the warning signs, the year
2023 saw a staggering 69pc
increase in militant attacks
over the previous year. The
enemies of Pakistan operated
with near impunity, striking 53
times per month on average in
2023, compared to 32 times per
month a year earlier.

Among the provinces, KP
and Balochistan were the
hardest hit, with 84pc of the
attacks taking place on their
soil and accounting for 90pc of
all deaths. Yet, considering the
state’s recent actions, one
would be hard-pressed to find
any intent to put out the fires
raging there. Indeed, the state
only seems to be stirring the
pot further with its short-
sighted refusal to deal patiently
and amicably with two long-
running protest campaigns in
the two provinces — the
Pashtun Tahaffuz Movement in
KP and protests by relatives of
missing persons in Balochistan
— even though they have
merely been demanding basic
rights. Another deeply con-
cerning fact that emerged from
one of the reports was that
banned terrorist outfits ac-
counted for only 17pc of all
terrorist attacks, which sug-
gests that the spectrum of
threats to Pakistani interests
present on its soil is growing
and needs to be mapped more
thoroughly.

The released data shows that
the target of militant and ter-
rorist outfits’ activities has re-
mained focused on security
forces, with the overwhelming
proportion of deaths recorded
being those of front-line secu-
rity personnel. This should be
a cause for great worry for deci-
sion-makers responsible for
security, as the deepening fis-
sures between the citizenry and
the state owing to the
sociopolitical instability roiling
the country are ripe to be ex-
ploited by hostile elements.
They must not be allowed to
take advantage of it — but for
that, the country’s security ap-
paratus will need to reprioritise
and focus its energies on coun-
tering this grave threat. This will
necessarily entail putting out
the fires raging through the
country amidst widespread pub-
lic dissatisfaction with state poli-
cies, and resisting the urge to
exert control with force. We
seem to be passing through a
sensitive period where any mis-
step may trigger long-lasting re-
percussions that could haunt
us for years.

Election year Forgotten schools

Mahir Ali
Around 40 countries rep-
resenting almost half the
world’s population will ei-
ther elect new rulers or en-
dorse existing ones in the
year ahead. This doesn’t
mean we can look forward
to a global festival of de-
mocracy.

The balloting spree
kicks off in Bangladesh on
Sunday, and is likely to con-
clude with what is billed as
the most consequential
election of all — the Nov 5
contest that will decide
whether Donald Trump re-
turns to the helm of the
unparalleled hegemonic
power.

In between, there will
be polls in India, Indone-
sia, Pakistan and Russia,
along with Mexico and other
nations. A British election
need not be called until
2025, but Rishi Sunak is
expected to go early given
that, amid the rising stench
of Tory incompetence, his
party’s prospects are likely
to deteriorate. Although
Benjamin Netanyahu is
likely to extend the geno-
cidal military campaign in
Gaza to avoid a reckoning
with voters disenchanted by
his fascist government’s in-
numerable failings, any ex-
tended hiatus in Israel’s war
of aggression could provoke
circumstances necessitating
a fresh election.

The unprecedented
bloodbath in Israeli-occu-
pied territories will also in-
fluence US elections. There
is mounting evidence that
disenchantment among
younger America--ns, in-
cluding many who are Jew-
ish by faith or ancestry,
with the Biden
administration’s aid for a
Middle Eastern country

sla-u--ghtering hundreds of
civilians — mostly children
and women — every day
will deter them from help-
ing to re-elect Joe Biden.

Meanwhile, pro-Zion-
ist lobbyists and their col-
laborators are determined to
defeat the few members of
Congress who dare speak
up for Palestinian rights or
question the subsidies that
help to sustain the Israeli
war machine. The success
rate of previous efforts
along these lines is unim-
pressive, but the trend is
nonetheless a cause for con-
cern in a country where
cash is often king in poll
contests.

Beyond that, there is
no guarantee that legal or
constitutional challenges
will thwart Trump’s quest
to become only the second
president in US history to
serve non-contiguous
terms. Would his return to
the White House spell the
end of the world as we
know it, as sections of the
US media portend? Per-
haps. The appalling state of
the world can hardly serve
as an advertisement for the
status quo, but the kind of
shake-up a second Trump
presidency might entail of-
fers even more troubling
possibilities. The likelihood
of unwelcome eventualities
is widespread, however. In
the subcontinent, the com-
mon factor is waves of re-
pression: the Awami
League in Bangladesh
(Hasina Wajed appears to
have blocked out memories
of her father’s fate after he
chose a similarly authoritar-
ian route), the powers that
be in Pakistan and the Modi
regime in India are equally
determined to perpetuate
their rule. For varying rea-
sons all three are likely to
succeed. The next president
of Indonesia is likely to be
Prabowo Subianto, a
Suharto-era general whose
extended record of atroci-
ties earned him a ban from
entering the US. But it will
undoubtedly be rescinded if
he wins, as it was for Modi.

In South Africa, the
African National Congress

— indelibly associated with
Nelson Mandela, but
hardly reflective of his ide-
als — could deservedly lose
its majority after years of
poor governance and cor-
ruption. For all its flaws,
though, the ANC has con-
sistently supported the
cause of Palestinian libera-
tion, and its government
deserves appreciation for
lodging a case against Israeli
genocide at the Interna-
tional Criminal Court last
week.

The electoral trend in
Europe is broadly from the
centre right to the far rig-ht,
partly because, with minor
exceptions, the left has ef-
fectively ceased to exist.
Latin America offers clearer
choices and, left or right,
Mexico will get its first fe-
male president this year. In
Russia, all possible alterna-
tives to Vladimir Putin have
been imprisoned or exiled,
yet a fatuous poll exercise
is deemed necessary to
provide a dubious source of
legitimacy. War-torn
Ukraine, understandably,
won’t bother with an elec-
tion that was due this year.
It would have garnered a lot
more sympathy had it
empathised with the kin-
dred plight of the infinitely
worse-off Palestinians. But
Volodymyr Zelensky left
that to Putin. The presiden-
tial election in Taiwan next
week, reportedly skewed
by Chinese interference,
could determine not only
the island’s fate but that of
its region, depending on the
winner’s attitude towards
Beijing. No election result
is likely to help divert the
planet from the fast lane
towards climate catastro-
phe, let alone reverse the
trend whereby extreme
poverty, hunger and
homelessness coexist with
billionaires, culinary ex-
travagance and empty pal-
aces. The forces of the right
can only offer more of the
same, and the forces of the
left in most parts of the
world are either mori-
bund or minuscule.
Happy new year, any-
one?  -- Courtesy Dawn

Naseer Memon

Flood devastation is often
characterised by breached
embankments, collapsed
houses, broken roads, loss
of crops and traumatised
masses. Sindh witnessed all
these forms of devastation
in 2022. Consequently, re-
habilitation initiatives have
tried to address these as-
pects. But what has re-
mained missing from the
debate is the colossal loss
to schools and education.

An already frail edu-
cation system in Sindh suf-
fered a further setback as
20,000 schools were par-
tially or fully damaged by
the deluge that deprived 2.3
million students of school-
ing for several months.
Some of these students have
resumed their education in
dangerous, damaged build-
ings, while others are
studying on makeshift pre-
mises. How much their
learning levels have been
impaired is anyone’s guess.

Embankments, roads
and houses are being reha-
bilitated, but repair and re-
construction of schools
have yet to see the light of
day. Sindh lost half of its
school infrastructure built
over 75 years. The most
upsetting fact is the dam-
age to 2,249, or 34 per cent,
of government schools for
girls in a province where
rural female literacy is a
mere 23pc. Before the
floods, toilets were present
in only 60pc of the schools,
and boundary walls in
55pc. Of this infrastruc-
ture, 72pc of the boundary
walls and 81pc of toilets
have been reduced to rubble.
Furniture and other fixtures
were damaged when the
premises were converted
into camps for the flood

victims.
Schooling, already ad-

versely affected by Covid-
19, was further aggravated
by the floods. The magni-
tude of loss warranted ur-
gent attention but the pro-
vincial government and do-
nors appear to ignore the
situa-tion. The provincial
education department con-
ducted an analysis of the
damages and an assessment
of the resources required to
restore these schools on the
principle of ‘building back
better’. Reconstructing
these schools with a mini-
mum of six rooms requires
Rs224 billion. But Sindh
allocated only Rs16.5bn in
the current budget for the
education department’s de-
velopment schemes. It
means that the department
would need 13 years to re-
construct all schools dam-
aged in the floods, even if
the development budget for
education were to be di-
verted fully towards this
purpose.

Unfortunately, the
provincial and federal gov-
ernments have displayed
apathy and have been able
to mobilise resources for
less than one-third of the
damaged schools. Much of
this support has been com-
mitted by donors. Ironi-
cally, the committed
amount is not being spent
because of restrictions im-
posed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan,
which is unable to distin-
guish flood rehabilitation
works from routine devel-
opment schemes. Its myo-
pic approach has hindered
the restoration of schools.

With the huge budget-
ary gap, reviving these
schools seems a distant
dream. The present con-
struction model of the RCC
(reinforced cement con-
crete) structure is neither
climatically appropriate nor
cost-effective. A climate-
proof and financially frugal
school model is needed.
The model in vogue costs
Rs22m to Rs25m for the
construction of a six-room
school with a lavatory and
boundary wall. If girder T-

iron is used, with the
community’s direct in-
volvement and keeping the
contractors out, the same
building can be constructed
for Rs3.5m. In other words,
seven climate-resilient
schools can be constructed
for the cost of one school
by replacing the contractor
with the community.

C o mm u n i t y- c o n -
structed schools are likely
to infuse a sense of owner-
ship — a long-term advan-
tage. This approach has
worked well for rebuilding
flood-damaged houses. Cli-
mate-sensitive structures
also require structural varia-
tions for adaptation to cli-
matic conditions and spe-
cific vulnerabilities in dif-
ferent areas. Making uni-
form structures in coastal,
mountainous, desert and
riverine areas is devoid of
climate sense. Most
schools in the flood-prone
areas were constructed in
low-lying areas where com-
munity-donated land was
available. This practice of
constructing schools on
donated land has compro-
mised site selection — a
major cause of devastation
during the floods.

The Boxing Day tsu-
nami in the Southeast Asian
countries in 2004 and the
earthquake of 2005 in Azad
Kashmir and its adjoining
areas prompted engineers
to rethink construction
models and develop safe
structures to mitigate the
impact of disaster.
Bangladesh, Vietnam, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, the Phil-
ippines and other coastal
countries have introduced
elevated structures with
open-ground storeys. Simi-
larly erecting retention
walls to protect low-lying
schools and constructing
schools on elevated ground
would make structures cli-
mate-resilient. Non-con-
ventional and low-cost cli-
mate-proof structures can
offer long-term solutions
to the paucity of funding.
They can also help bring
millions of out-of-school
children into classrooms.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

SC’s Response to Level Playing Concerns
By  Qamar Bashir

Former Press Secretary to the President; Former Press Minister to the Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

Witnessing the live
streaming of the Supreme
Court’s proceedings to
ensure a level playing
field for all political par-
ties, notably PTI, was an
exhilarating and rare op-
portunity for me and in-
deed a rewarding experi-
ence for the entire nation.
The courtroom drama un-
folded as a battle of wits,
with arguments scoring
points and constitutional
provisions being quoted.
The determined Chief
Justice persistently op-
posed the contempt of
court proceedings
against the Election Com-
mission, Chief Secretary,
and IG Police of Punjab.
This was based on the
contention that the Elec-
tion Commission had
complied with the Su-
preme Court’s directives
by issuing letters to all
provincial election com-
missioners and the gov-
ernment, emphasizing the
need for a fair electoral
landscape.

Amidst this intense
debate, Mr. Sardar Latif
Khosa emerged as a per-
sistent voice, asserting
that the Election
Commission’s responsi-
bility extended beyond
mere letters; it was also
tasked with ensuring the
actual implementation of
the Supreme Court’s di-
rectives in both letter and
spirit. He argued that the
Punjab provincial
administration’s disre-
gard for these instruc-
tions amounted to a vio-
lation of the court’s order,
constituting contempt.

Just as Mr. Khosa’s
argument seemed to be
faltering, an unexpected
turn occurred. He drew at-
tention to a paragraph in
the Election
Commission’s report, re-
vealing widespread alle-
gations of abductions,
constraints on PTI can-
didates and their support-
ers, and incidents where
the RO office was inac-
cessible due to police
cordoning, preventing
PTI candidates from filing

nomination papers. This
revelation inadvertently
bolstered Mr. Khosa’s
case, providing the Chief
Justice with convincing
evidence to admit the pe-
tition and issue notices to
the Punjab advocate gen-
eral, inspector general,
and chief secretary. The
Supreme Court sought
explanations regarding
the alleged lack of a level-
playing field in the up-
coming general elections.

This pivotal moment
led the court to also di-
rect a report from officials
concerning the imple-
mentation of its order,
specifically addressing
the party’s concerns. The
proceedings were ad-
journed till January 8, sig-
naling the gravity and im-
portance of the case and
its potential implications
for ensuring fair and trans-
parent elections.

It goes without say-
ing that a fair and equi-
table political landscape in
nascent democracies like
Pakistan necessitates cer-
tain critical conditions.
This includes equal ac-
cess to resources, trans-
parent electoral pro-
cesses, freedom of expres-
sion, impartial institu-
tions, and fair media cov-
erage. These conditions
foster a democratic envi-
ronment where all politi-
cal entities have an equal
chance to present their
policies, ensuring a level
playing field. Such fair-
ness isn’t just a democratic
ideal but a necessity for
the country’s stability
and legitimacy. It encour-
ages trust among citizens
in the democratic system,
promoting active partici-
pation and ensuring that
the voices of all segments
of society are heard and
valued.

The responsibility
for creating and maintain-
ing a level playing field is
shared among various
stakeholders. Govern-
ment institutions such as
the election commission,
judiciary, and law enforce-
ment agencies play a piv-
otal role in ensuring fair
elections and opportuni-
ties for all parties. Political
entities themselves bear
the responsibility of up-
holding democratic prin-
ciples and advocating for
equitable competition.
Civil society groups,
along with the media,
serve as watchdogs,

monitoring and highlight-
ing any biases or discrep-
ancies in the electoral pro-
cess.

The absence of a
level playing field during
elections reverberates
across multiple fronts, am-
plifying negative reper-
cussions. Political parties
suffer from eroded trust
and diminished legiti-
macy, directly impacting
their ability to govern ef-
fectively and gain public
confidence. Societal re-
percussions include un-
rest and disenfranchise-
ment, eroding social cohe-
sion. Countrywide, politi-
cal instability disrupts
policymaking and gover-
nance, affecting eco-
nomic stability and deter-
ring both foreign and do-
mestic investment. Busi-
nesses grapple with un-
certainty, impacting long-
term planning and market
stability. Internationally, a
compromised electoral en-
vironment tarnishes a
country’s reputation,
weakening diplomatic re-
lations and eroding confi-
dence in its commitment
to democratic principles.
Collectively, these conse-
quences compromise
long-term growth, stabil-
ity, and global standing.

The systematic tar-
geting and imprisonment
of a major political party’s
leadership severely dis-
rupt the foundational prin-
ciples of fair competition
in elections. Such actions
not only impede the func-
tioning of the targeted
party but also undermine
the democratic ethos of
the nation. Similarly, when
another political faction
faces harassment and
violent obstructions to
their activities, it exacer-
bates the lack of fairness
and safety in the electoral
arena. These instances
paint a troubling picture
of an imbalanced and un-
just political landscape,
challenging the very es-
sence of a level playing
field in democratic pro-
cesses. The pathways for
redressal and seeking jus-
tice amidst such allega-
tions and injustices are en-
trenched within estab-
lished institutional
mechanisms. The Election
Commission stands as a
pivotal entity responsible
for overseeing fair elec-
tions; thus, parties en-
countering discrimination
or hindrances in the elec-

toral process can formally
report grievances to this
body. Additionally, judi-
cial avenues serve as vi-
tal forums for challenging
unjust detentions, harass-
ment, or violations of po-
litical rights, providing a
means for legal recourse.
Human rights commis-
sions, both domestic and
international, offer plat-
forms to investigate and
address such violations,
safeguarding democratic
principles. Yet, navigating
these institutional chan-
nels might encounter ob-
stacles when institutions
themselves face compro-
mise or influence. In such
complex scenarios, mobi-
lizing civil society be-
comes imperative, leverag-
ing public support to ad-
vocate for fairness and
justice. Engaging with in-
ternational organizations,
leveraging diplomatic
channels, and bringing
global attention to these
violations serve as alter-
nate avenues to spotlight
injustices, applying exter-
nal pressure to restore
democratic norms. Effec-
tively addressing these
challenges requires a
multi-pronged approach,
combining institutional
redressal with public mo-
bilization and international
advocacy to safeguard
the integrity of the demo-
cratic process. When a
major political party ap-
proaches the Supreme
Court of Pakistan seeking
redressal for a lack of a
level playing field, the
court encounters certain
limitations. Upholding po-
litical neutrality while ad-
dressing constitutional
rights is paramount. How-
ever, the court’s jurisdic-
tion might be confined
when matters directly fall
under the purview of
other institutions like the
Election Commission or
the government’s execu-
tive actions. Operating
within legal frameworks
and past precedents, the
court must tread cau-
tiously, ensuring its inter-
ventions align with exist-
ing laws and constitu-
tional provisions.

The court’s role
mandates upholding the
rule of law while respect-
ing constitutional bound-
aries. It should safeguard
constitutional rights with-
out overstepping its juris-
diction. While intervening
to uphold democratic

principles is permissible,
the court must refrain
from excessive interfer-
ence with the functioning
of other branches of gov-
ernment or independent
bodies, unless absolutely
necessary. Many courts
around the world were
confronted with similar
situations. In the United
States, the pivotal case of
Citizens United v. FEC
marked a watershed mo-
ment in the U.S. Supreme
Court’s rulings on elec-
tions. The decision, affirm-
ing corporations’ and
unions’ rights to unlimited
independent political
spending under the pro-
tection of the First
Amendment, reshaped
campaign finance regula-
tions.

Within India’s legal
landscape, Kuldip Nayar
v. Union of India exempli-
fied the Supreme Court’s
commitment to fostering
free and fair elections. The
petition challenged the ex-
isting electoral framework,
arguing that voters
should have the option to
reject all candidates con-
testing in an election if
they found none of them
suitable or deserving of
their vote. The Supreme
Court, acknowledging the
importance of voters’
rights and the need for
electoral reforms, ruled in
favor of introducing the
NOTA option on ballot
papers, allowing voters to
express their dissatisfac-
tion with contesting can-
didates effectively.

Kenya’s Supreme
Court made history with
its ruling in Raila Odinga
v. IEBC & others, where
the court nullified presi-
dential election results
due to irregularities. This
landmark decision empha-
sized the critical impor-
tance of conducting
transparent and fair elec-
tions, showcasing the
judiciary’s intervention to
safeguard democratic
principles and electoral
integrity. The lack of level
playing field will not only
mar the result of the elec-
tions but also prompt the
prolonged litigation in the
post election scenario.
The aggrieved parties are
most likely to  approach
the Supreme Court to nul-
lify election results due to
concrete evidence of rig-
ging will involve various
potential outcomes.

The Supreme court is

playing a proactive role to
ensure that elections are
held in a free and fair man-
ner. There are two possible
and expected decisions
by the supreme court. In
one scenario the SC de-
spite compelling argu-
ments from PTI’s legal
counsel court may ob-
serve procedural limita-
tions in directly attribut-
ing contempt. After thor-
ough scrutiny and hear-
ing the responses from the
officials, the Supreme
Court might issue direc-
tives for better implemen-
tation of Election Commis-
sion orders but refrains
from labeling the actions
as contempt due to lack
of conclusive

In an alternate sce-
nario, the Supreme Court
may take a stern stance
against the alleged disre-
gard of Election Commis-
sion directives by the
Punjab administration and
police. Despite the
administration’s counter-
arguments and explana-
tions, the court finds sub-
stantial evidence suggest-
ing deliberate actions hin-
dering PTI’s participation,
thus constituting con-
tempt. The Chief Justice
may express strong dis-
pleasure over the reported
incidents of hindrance
faced by PTI candidates
during the electoral pro-
cess, highlighting the
criticality of ensuring a
level playing field for all
political parties. The
court, after careful consid-
eration and thorough ex-
amination of the evidence
presented, holds the IG
Police and Chief Secretary
accountable for failing to
uphold the Election
Commission’s directives.
The Supreme Court may
reprimand, possibly im-
posing fines or penalties,
and issue stringent direc-
tives to ensure strict ad-
herence to Election Com-
mission orders in future
elections. However, the fi-
nal verdict of the Supreme
Court in such scenarios
would largely hinge on the
evidence presented, the
court’s interpretation of
contempt in this context,
and the extent of the offi-
cials’ compliance or disre-
gard for the Election
Commission’s directives. It
would aim to reinforce the
sanctity of fair electoral
processes while balancing
accountability with proce-
dural considerations.
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LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi along with
Inspector General Police Punjab review the online test during his visit to
Police Khidmat Markaz liberty.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali presides over the meeting to review
financial issues of Universities of Province.

KARACHI: Pakistan Association of Press Photographers (PAPP) President,
Muhammad Jameel along with others are presenting the shield to Caretaker
Sindh Interior Minister, Brigadier (Retd) Haris Nawaz during meeting held
at his office in Karachi.

HYDERABAD: Visitors take keen interest in
paintings during the18th Degree Show (Annual
Thesis Display/Exhibition) held at Shaheed Allah
Buksh Soomro (SABS) University of Art, Design
and Heritages in Jamshoro.

HYDERABAD: President Jamiat Ulema-e-
Pakistan Sahibzada Abulkhair Muhammad Zubair
addressing the “Khatoon-e-Jannat” conference
organized by Paigham-e-Hussain International at
the local hall in City.

LAHORE: Deputy Commissioner Rafia Haider
along with Secretary Auqaf Dr Syed Tahir Raza
Bukhari being briefed during their visits to the
site of under construction Shrine of Bibi Pak
Daman, in Provincial Capital.

KARACHI: Motorists are facing trouble in
maneuvering at maripur road due to the protest of
the relatives of Baloch missing persons, in
Provincial Capital.

Good conduct towards citizens,
effective policing hallmarks of
successful police officer: Naqvi
Independent Report

LAH O R E :  3 4  u n d e r -
training ASPs of the 50th

common training program
at the Pakistan Police
Academy called on Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi at his office.

Addressing them,
CM Naqvi emphasized the
need to abandon the archaic
policing system and
embrace the new era of
policing to serve the public
better. He highlighted that
good conduct towards
citizens and effective
policing are the hallmarks
of a successful police
officer, making their tasks

easier. He emphasized that
Islamic teachings and basic
human values encourage
positive interactions with
the public. The CM
stressed the importance of
maintaining a positive
reputation and building a
successful career through
improved public handling
and effective policing.

Mohsin Naqvi urged
police and administrative
officers to pay attention to
resolving the issues faced
by citizens. He encouraged
young police officers to
engage in positive
interactions with the
public, demonstrating good

behavior and dedication to
problem-solving. He
emphasized that both
public handling and
policing skills are equally
essential, with a 50% focus
on each.

Furthermore, he
advised police officers to
exhibit good behavior
towards citizens, seniors,
and visitors, and to handle
situations that cannot be
resolved according to the
law with patience and
empathy.

He praised the efforts
of DPO DG Khan, who
won the hearts of the
public through open

kutchery sessions,
showcasing the positive
impact a police officer can
have on the community.

Discussing his efforts
for departmental reforms,
CM Naqvi added that over
20 20,000 policemen have
been promoted in the past
11 months. He also
highlighted the promotions
of more than 40,000
officers and employees in
various departments.

The CM announced
plans to upgrade 737
police stations, with 36
already completed. He also
mentioned resolving the
issue of government land.

KP Govt initiated economic
plan to bring merged districts

at par with other regions

Even UC chairman ‘can
deliver more than’ PTI
founder: Ahsan Iqbal

NAROWAL (INP):
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) senior
leader Ahsan Iqbal said on
Wednesday that even the
UC chairman could deliver
better than the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder.

Addressing the
workers’ convention in
Narowal, the former
planning minister said,
“Four out of the five years
had been wasted by the
PTI. Few persons were
involved in orchestrating
the conspiracy to impose
the PTI founder in 2018.”

“The PTI founder had
harmed the country,” Iqbal
said.

Speaking about the
forthcoming elections,
Iqbal said, “I have three
basic principles of staging
the politics, which are

peace, education, and
development.”  Iqbal said
on Friday there is a dire
need to decide about the
country’s fate on February
8. Speaking to the media in
Lahore, the former
planning minister took a
swipe at the political
opponents, saying, “Some
people had harmed the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project.”

He recalled the events
that transpired on May 9,
stating, “Those who were
involved in May 9
vandalism cannot wash
their strains by making
excuses.”

Iqbal maintained: “I
heard that people based in
Karachi are mulling to
contest elections from
Lahore. The city [Karachi],
which was glittering was
harmed.”

Daniyal Aziz rejects party’s
show-cause notice over
disciplinary violation

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
senior leader Daniyal Aziz
has rejected the show-
cause notice given to him
by the party.

On a three-page long
response by Aziz to the
party, he mentioned that he
has not violated the
party’s code of conduct
and policy.

For the clearance of
any misunderstanding, he
also requested a meeting
with the party’s
leadership. He said he only
highlighted the
discrepancies in various
projects started by former
minister Ahsan Iqbal that
created economic issues in
the constituency.

Earlier, on December
2, PML-N Punjab
president Rana Sanaullah

issued a show-cause notice
to Aziz stating that the
politician violated the
party rules by making a
‘rhetorical statement’
against the PML-N
leadership and damaged the
reputation of the party.

Aziz was directed to
submit the response to the
show-cause notice within
seven days.

“Daniyal Aziz has
been told to be cautious
while giving such statement
to media,” the president of
PML-N Punjab Rana
Sanaullah stated during a
press conference.

It is pertinent to
mention here that the
PML-N leader Daniyal
Aziz held his own party
leader Ahsan Iqbal
responsible for the price
control in a post on X.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Government
has initiated a
comprehensive economic
plan “High Impact
Economic Plan” with the
purpose of bringing the
Newly Merged Districts of
the province on at par with
other regions of the
country and province, in
the process of
development. In view of
the abundance of natural
resources in the merged
districts, have been
prioritized in the above
mentioned development
plan so that to make
maximum utilization of
them, while  10 important

sectors included industry,
commerce and technical
education, mines and
mineral development,
agriculture, energy and
power, livestock, forestry
and environment,
Irrigation and water,
sports, tourism and youth
affairs, roads &
communication and  border
economy have been
declared as important
targets for the development
process.

According to the
economic plan, an estimate
of Rs. 142,614 million has
been earmarked for
development initiatives in
these districts wherein,
139494 million rupees will

be provided by the
provincial government,
while 3120 million rupees
will be included as the
share of donor funds.
Similarly, about 96 ongoing
and new development
projects of the merged
districts have been
included in the overall
plan.

These projects
included 23 road projects,
11 industries, 12
agriculture, 5 minerals, 8
tourism,sports and youth
affairs, 3 energy and
electricity, 7 livestock, 7
forestry and environment,
9 water and 11 border
economy projects that will
be completed.

Dr. Aamer Abdullah says:

Two feasibility studies being
done to bring industrial zones
on solar system in the province

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Under the
chairmanship of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Minister for
Industries Commerce,
Technical Education and
Newly Merged Districts
Affairs Dr. Aamer
Abdullah, a joint meeting
of Islamabad-based
economic research and
industrial policy  think tank
“Prime” and    Industries
Department’s officers was
held here at Civil secretariat
on Wednesday.

Besides Secretary
Industries Syed Zulfiqar
Ali Shah and Chief

Executive Officer(CEO)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Economic Zones
Development and
Management Company
Javed Iqbal Khattak,
officers of all subsidiaries
of the department,
representatives of SMEDA
,Executive Director of
Prime think tank Ali
Salman, lead consultant
and industrial Expert
Imtiaz Rastgar and other
relevant officers
participated. On this
occasion consultation
session was held between
the  representatives of the

think tank  and
department’s  officers
regarding the promotion of
industrialization in the
province and  policy
matters in this regard and
facilitating factors in
business and trade wherein,
useful views and
suggestions were given
from both sides.

In the meeting, the
think tank also gave a
detailed briefing to the
caretaker minister and
other participants
regarding the
responsibilities and
services of its institution.

All available resources would
be utilized to achieve desired
results for eradication of polio

Doctor posted at newly
created post of paediatric
gastroenterologist at LGH

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab
Government has created  a
new post of Associate
Professor of
Gastroenterology for the
Department of Pediatrics in
Lahore General Hospital.
According to the details
Associate Professor Dr.
Hassan Suleman Malik has
been posted on this new
vacancy and he has
assumed his
responsibilities as well.

Principal Ameer
Uddin Medical College
Prof. Dr. Al Farid Zafar
welcomed this
appointment of Associate
Professor Dr. Hasan
Suleman Malik on the new
post in the Department of
Pediatrics and said that this
step taken by the Punjab
Government for Lahore
General Hospital will
certainly help to improve
medical facilities for
children’s health.

Moreover, it will be
helpful for children to deal
with diseases of stomach,
intestines and there will be
a significant increase in the
treatment for better
diagnostic, tests as
endoscopy facilities will
be available to them, which

will make it easier for the
children and their parents.

Prof. Al Farid Zafar
further said that all these
facilities will be provided
free of cost as per the
existing policy of the
Punjab Government, which
will provide more relief to
the patients and their
families. Principal PGMI
congratulated Dr. Hasan
Suleman Malik and
appreciated his services.
He added that Dr. Hasan
Suleman Malik is known as
best medical expert and his
appointment in this
department will
undoubtedly improve the
quality of treatment and
services of Lahore General
Hospital.

It is noteworthy that
Dr. Hasan Suleman Malik
is a senior pediatric
Hematologist in addition
to FCPS (Pediatric
Gastroenterology and
Hematology) while he is
known as the first
specialist in this field in
Pakistan for CPSP who
has joined the medical
team of Post Graduate
Medical Institute, Ameer
Uddin Medical College
and Lahore General
Hospital.

8500 POs arrested,
challan tickets issued to
1.75m drivers in 2023

KU Computational
Chemistry Scientist

elected as PAS fellow
KARACHI (INP): The
Pakistan Academy of
Sciences (PAS) has elected
Dr. Zaheer-Ul-Haq, a
Professor at the Dr.
Panjwani Center for
Molecular Medicine and
Drug Research (PCMD),
University of Karachi, as a
fellow of the Pakistan
Academy of Sciences
(PAS).

According to the
spokesman of the
International Center for
Chemical and Biological
Sciences (ICCBS),
University of Karachi, only
scientists of the highest
merit, who have made
outstanding contributions
to advancing scienti?c
knowledge, are elected
fellows. PAS promotes
higher studies and research
on pure and applied
sciences in Pakistan and
disseminates scientific
knowledge.

Prof. Dr. Farzana
Shaheen, the Director of
the ICCBS, University of
Karachi, congratulated

Prof. Zaheer-Ul-Haq for
his achievement. It is
pertinent to mention here
that Prof. Zaheer-Ul-Haq
is a distinguished scientist
renowned for his
exceptional contributions
to the field of
Computational Chemistry.

He serves as both the
founder and head of
Pakistan’s premier
Computational Chemistry
Laboratory, established at
the Dr. Panjwani Center.
He has an outstanding
publication record,
comprising over 250
research articles published
in international journals.

His research focuses
on critical health issues,
including Alzheimer’s,
Hypertension, Cancer,
I mmu n o s u p p r e s s i o n ,
Leishmaniasis, and
Hepatitis. As many as 40
students have completed
their M.Phil. and Ph.D.
studies in Computational
Chemistry under his direct
supervision. He holds five
US patents.

Mardan DC
visits WSSCM

MARDAN (INP):
Deputy Commissioner
Mardan Muhammad
Fayaz Khan Sherpao
visited Water and
Sanitation Services
Company Mardan
(WSSCM).

He also inspected the
various sections of the
company. General
Manager Engineer
Muhammad Khalil Akbar
briefed the Deputy
Commissioner on WSSCM
operations and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Cities
Improvement Project
progress.

The Deputy
Commissioner was
informed that under the
KPCIP project a modern
Scientific Sanitary Landfill
Site and Sewerage treatment

plant will be established in
Mardan.

He said through the
Sewerage Treatment Plant
(STP) project the domestic
sewerage connections of
six urban union councils
will be connected with STP
for treatment and reuse of
water for irrigation
purpose.

The Deputy
Commissioner was
informed that since 2016,
WSSCM has received
twenty seven thousand
three hundred and fifty
complaints in which
twenty seven thousand
two hundred and seventy
have been resolved.

He said that WSSCM
is collecting garbage on
door to door basis from
Mardan city.

11.5 million new
licenses issued
to citizens in a
short span of time

Independent Report
LAHORE:  As a result of
prompt steps taken by
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi to ease the
driving license issuance to
the public, 11.5 million
new driving licenses have
been issued to the
applicants in a short span
of time.

Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi visited
police khidmat markaz at
liberty late at night and
inspected online tests
conduction.

He directed to change
broken tiles without delay
and appreciated the
facilities provided at the
khidmat markaz.

Health
condition of

Pervaiz Elahi
deteriorates
in Adiala Jail

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Health condition of former
Chief Minister (CM)
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi has deteriorated in
Adiala jail and he has been
shifted to RIC from Adiala
jail.

Jail sources said
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
was shifted to RIC from
Adiala jail being unwell. He
was feeling pain in heart
and there was infection in
his chest. His medical
check up was done in jail
hospital.Medical check up
of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
will be conducted in RIC
and some necessary tests
will be taken.

JI worker
gunned down

in Karachi
KARACHI (Online): One
Wasim Siddiqui, worker of
JI has been killed in firing
by unknown persons in the
area of Orangi Town near
No 1 Jamia Masjid
Musmalin here.SHO Ali
Raza said the victim has
been identified as Wasim
Siddiqui , 42.As per
preliminary information
the deceased was called by
some one from his home
and he was  a travel agent
by profession.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Additional
Chief Secretary Home
Muhammad Abid Majeed
has directed the relevant
authorities to utilize all
available resources to
expedite efforts and
achieve the desired results
for eradication of polio in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He
emphasized the need to
address the difficulties and
challenges in the complete
eradication of the polio
virus and stressed the
importance of
implementing all possible
measures. He highlighted

that it is essential to remove
all obstacles  and  adopting
preventive measures and
raise awareness among the
public about  the need of
polio eradication.

Furthermore, he urged
all stakeholders to
strengthen their contacts to
ensure the success of the
polio campaigns. These
directives were issued
during a special meeting
held in Peshawar at the
Home Department , Civil
Secretariat, in Peshawar,
where relevant Secretaries,
Commissioners, Regional
Police Officers, Deputy

Commissioners, District
Police Officers,
Coordinator Provincial
Emergency Operations
Center, representatives of
the Pakistan Army and
international partners.

During the meeting, all
concerned Commissioners,
Regional Police Officers,
Deputy Commissioners,
and District Police
Officers participated
through video link.
Additional Chief Secretary
Home received a detailed
briefing about the current
situation of polio in the
province.

FAISALABAD (INP): The
Punjab Highway Patrol
(PHP) arrested 8,500
proclaimed offenders
(POs) and issued challan
tickets to 1.75 million
drivers over violation of
traffic rules and regulations
during 2023.

A PHP spokesman
for Faisalabad region said
here on Wednesday that
patrolling police checked
17.6 million people and 9.4
million vehicles on
highways and main roads
of the province through e-
police post app during
2023, which helped in
decreasing crimes on roads
up to 45 per cent,

compared to the crime ratio
during 2022.During this
period, the PHP jawans
succeeded in arresting 500
POs of category-A and
8,000 of category-B,
besides nabbing 1,300
illicit weapons-holders.
The teams recovered 970
pistols, 138 rifles and 91
Kalashnikovs from the
arrested people.

The PHP police also
seized 3,559 stolen
vehicles including 190
stolen cars, 3,184
motorcycles and 185 other
vehicles. The patrolling
police also arrested drug
pushers along with 22,000
litres of liquor.
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RAWALPINDI: President Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Saqib Raffique presenting bouquet to RPO Syed Khurram Ali during his
visit to RCCI.

KARACHI: Warm clothes are being selling at roadside stalls as the demand
of warm clothes increased in city during the winter season, at Saddar area .

LAHORE: President Fish Market Chaudry
Muhammad Aslam addressing press conference
at press club in Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: Members of Awami Rickshaw Union are holding protest
demonstration against massive unemployment, increasing price of daily use
products and inflation price hiking, at Lahore press club.

LAHORE: Punjab Governor Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman in a group photo with  delegation of
Anjuman-e-Tajiran led by Waqar Ahmed Mian.

ISLAMABAD: Vendors selling and displaying
oranges at roadside setup near G-9.

Atif Ikram says:
FPCCI will devise charter
of economy to meet the

economic challenges

Fiscal deficit curtailed at 0.8% of
GDP, primary surplus improves

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Owing to consolidated
measures implemented by
the government, the fiscal
deficit has been curtailed to
0.8 percent of GDP during
the first four months of the
current fiscal year,
according to latest report
of the finance ministry.
“Fiscal side highlights the
successful implementation
of consolidation measures
in the first four months of
FY2024, leading to a
significant rise in total
revenue receipts that
outpaced the growth in
expenditures,” according to
Monthly Economic
Update and Outlook for
December 2023.

Consequently, the

fiscal deficit has been
curtailed to 0.8 percent of
GDP, the report says,
adding the primary surplus
continued to improve
owing to contained growth
in non-markup spending
and was recorded at
Rs.1429.7 billion (1.4
percent of GDP) during
July-October FY2024
from Rs.136.2 billion, 0.2
percent of GDP last year.

The breakup data
shows that the fiscal deficit
was recorded at Rs.861.7
billion during the period
under review compared to
deficit of Rs.1265.8 billion
during the same period of
last year, which was 1.5
percent of GDP.
Meanwhile, the net federal

revenue receipts increased
to Rs.2806.6 billion in
July-October FY2024
from Rs.1316.8 billion last
year.

The sharp rise in
revenues has been largely
attributed to considerable
improvement in non-tax
revenues that grew by more
than 300 percent during the
period under review.

In absolute terms, it
increased to Rs. 1586.5
billion against Rs. 346.4
billion last year. This
growth in non-tax
collection has been
observed across all major
heads, indicating a broad-
based increase.

Similarly, receipts
from FBR tax collections

grew by 29 percent to
Rs.2748.4 billion against
Rs.2138.7 billion last year.
The net provisional FBR
tax collection maintained
its momentum with 29.6
percent growth to reach
Rs.3484.7 billion during
July-November FY2024
from Rs.2688.4 billion last
year. Within total,
domestic tax revenues grew
by 32 percent driven
primarily by a 62.8 percent
surge in FED and a 42.2
percent rise in direct taxes.

The total
expenditures grew by 35
percent to stand at
Rs.3706.7 billion during
July-October FY2024
against Rs.2737.2 billion
last year.

Punjab Governor says:

Business community playing
key role in the socio-economic
development of the country

Pakistani traders ride
county’s booming

economy

KTH chief calls for
exploiting all resources

to attract FDI

8.17 million cotton bales
reach ginneries across Pak,

77% increase recorded

Pak earns US $225m
from travel services’

export in Jul-OctCDNS collects Rs 950bln
targets in fresh bond

PIF invests in Saudia Technic
to establish National MRO
champion in Aviation Sector

NTDC replaces
circuit breaker at

Guddu switchyard
FBR exposes Rs16b
scandal in guise of
solar panel imports

Rupee gains
17 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistani Rupee on
Wednesday witnessed
appreciation of 17 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs281.72 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs281.89. However,
according to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the Dollar
in the open market stood
at Rs 280.5and Rs283
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 2.19 to
close at Rs308.62 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs310.81, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
came down by 02 paisa and
closed at Rs1.97, whereas
a decrease of Rs3.10 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs356.24
compared to the last
closing of Rs359.34.

PSX turns
around to

bullish trend,
gains 297 points
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) turned around to
bullish trend on
Wednesday, gaining 297.25
points, a positive change
of 0.46 percent, closing at
64,646.85 points against
64,349.60 points the
previous trading day. A
total of 639,616,328 shares
valuing Rs.20.282 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to
671,665,363 shares valuing
Rs.24.451 billion.

Gold rates down
by Rs.1,300

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.1,300 and was sold at
Rs.220,000 on Wednesday
compared to its sale at
Rs.221,300 on the last
trading day. The price of
10 grams of 24 karat gold
also decreased by Rs.1,115
to Rs.188,614 from
Rs.189,729 whereas the
price of 10 grams 22 karat
gold went down to
Rs.172,897 from
Rs.173,918, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten-gram silver
remained unchanged at
Rs2,680 and Rs.2,297.66
respectively. The price of
gold in the international
market decreased by $.12
and was sold at $2,082
against $2,094, the
Association reported.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Five
ships namely, Maersk
Kensington, MSC
Archmidis, Rich Rainbow,
Limra and Serengeti
carrying Container, Palm
oil, LPG and Gas oil,
berthed at Container
Terminal, Liquid Terminal,
Engro Terminal and Oil
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday. Meanwhile four
more ships, Maratha-polis,
African Sanderling, Sibulk
Tradition and Bolan also
arrived at outer-anchorage
of the Port Qasim during
last 24 hours to load/
unload Containers.

BEIJING (APP): More
Pakistani traders are
settling in the Tashikurgan
Tajik autonomous county
of Kashgar, China’s
Xinjiang Uygur
autonomous region, to tap
the strong business
potential. As the county is
close to their homes, they
said it’s easy to commute
and fit into the local
community. Booming
tourism also brings more
tourists, which benefits
their businesses.

Murad Shah, a
Pakistani jeweler, said his
gemstone store in the
county has welcomed
about 100 to 200 tourists a
day after it  resumed
operations in April.

He said his business
is starting to recover after
China optimized its
COVID-19 policies.
“There are a lot of tourists.

The county has a

diverse culture and
landscape, and so many
good attractions to see,”
he said, adding he is
hopeful about the future,
China Daily reported. One
good reason for him to
open a store in the county
is that his hometown, a
small village in Pakistan,
is just 200 kilometers
away,  which can be
reached in only three hours
by car. Another reason is
that China is developing
very fast with a sound
economy, he said. “Many
Pakistanis prefer to do
business here because
there is money here,” Shah
said.

At the store of
Pakistani merchant Nazar
Karim Ali, visitors come to
buy gemstones, jewelry,
blankets, cotton bed
sheets, clothes and
handicrafts, all made in
Pakistan.

Independent Report
LAHORE: The delegation
of Anjuman e Tajran Lahore
led by Waqar Ahmad Mian
called on Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at Governor
House Lahore, here today.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that the
business community is
playing a key role in the
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
development of the
country. He said that he
has been frequently
meeting the delegations
belonging to the business
community. Governor

Punjab said that the
strengthening of the
business community in the
country creates
employment opportunities
in the country.  He said
businessmen not only feed
their families but also
become a source of
employment for many
families. Governor Punjab
said that it is commendable
that the businessmen are
active in philanthropic
work and are lending
helping hands to the
people who need support
in the society. He said that
the business community
came forward and helped
people during earthquake,

covid epidemic, and floods.
On this occasion, the

delegation of the traders’
body informed the Punjab
Governor about various
problems including law and
order, parking, electric
wires, street lights.
Governor Punjab assured
to convey the problems
faced by the business
community to the relevant
departments. The
delegation comprised Imran
Bashir (Pattern-in-Chief),
Anjuman Tajran Lahore
(Quaid-e-Azam Group),
Malik Ijaz (Chief Patron),
Nasir, Ahmed Ansari, Salik
Ashfaq and Malik Farooq
Hafeez and others

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Newly
elected President FPCCI
Atif Ikram Sheikh arrives
in the FPCCI Capital
Office Islamabad with a big
crowd consisting of the
members of business
community of Islamabad
and adjacent areas. The
Chairman Capital Office
Karim Aziz Malik and
Chairman Coordination
Malik Sohail Hussain and

Vice Presidents of FPCCI
namely Ashfaq Ahmed and
Tariq Jadoon, warmly
welcomed him and
showered flower leaves on
him. On this occasion, on a
festive event, special band
was arranged to
congratulate him and
celebrated his historic
victory in FPCCI’s
election. Earlier the crowd
escorted him from his
residence to FPCCI
Capital House Islamabad.

Various business
leaders of UBG and
Founder Group of
Islamabad CCI
prominently Zubair
Malilk, Tariq Sadiq,
Former Presidents FPCCI
Rauf Alam, Zubair Ahmed
Malik, former Vice
President PCCI and
General Secretary UBG
Zafar Bakhtawari,
Chairman Founder Group
ICCI Khalid Iqbal Malik,

Mian Akram Farid, Mian
Shaukat Masood,
Mohammad Ijaz Abbasi,
Khalid Javed, Tariq Sadiq,
Acting President ICCI
Engineer Azhar -ul -Islam,
President Islamabad
Woman Chamber Rizwana
Asif, and All Officials of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi
All Trade Bodies,
businessmen, industrialists
were present on the
occasion and expressed
their views.

LAHORE (APP):
Coordinator to Minister of
State and Federal Tax
Ombudsman and
Kyrgyzstan Trade House
(KTH) Chairman Meher
Kashif Younis said on
Wednesday the
government should fully
exploit an ideal
geographical location of the
country, which has
abundance of natural and
human resources, to attract
foreign direct investment
(FDI) and boost exports to
deal with the economic
challenges.

Talking to a delegation
of industrialists, led by
Chaudhry Faran Shahid
here, he said there was
pressing need for making

policies that facilitate
development and
implementation of quality
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
infrastructure.

A small and medium
enterprises policy, with
orientation of Information
and Communication
Technology (ICT) that
underscores importance of
technology in creating
value within businesses is
essential for fostering
economic growth. He said
despite Pakistan’s
aspirations to become a
digital economy, its
existing digital
infrastructure requires
significant improvements
to fully realize its
potential.

MULTAN (APP): Seed
cotton (Phutti) equivalent
to 8.17 million or
81,71,082 bales have
reached ginneries across
Pakistan till Dec 31, 2023
recording an increase in
arrivals by 77.14 per cent
compared to corresponding
period of the year 2022.

According to a
fortnightly report issued
by Pakistan Cotton
Ginners Association
(PCGA) here Wednesday,
arrivals to factories
increased by over 3.5
million bales, hence the
77.14 per cent increase
recorded in 2023 till Dec
31 compared to 2022.

Over 4 million or
40,78,769 bales’ arrival
was recorded at ginning

factories in Punjab,
showing a surge by over
1.3 million bales compared
to the year 2022 calculated
at 47.66 per cent. In Sindh,
arrivals were recorded at
over 4 million or 40,92,313
bales, showing a jump by
2.241 million bales,
recording a whopping
121.16 per cent increase
compared to corresponding
period of 2022.

Over 8 million or
80,82,744 bales were
converted into bales at
ginning factories. Textile
sector continued to
maintain its position as the
biggest buyer with a figure
of over 7.3 million or
73,14,127 bales bought
while exporters and traders
bought 2,92,126 bales.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has realized a target of Rs
950 billion in fresh bonds
in the current fiscal year,
from July 1 to December
31st. The CDNS
surpassed the annual target
and achieved the target of
Rs 1.6 trillion in fresh
bonds in the current fiscal
year, the senior official of
CDNS told APP here on
Wednesday.

The senior official
said this was Rs 200 billion
additional annual target
than the target of Rs 1300
billion for the previous
financial year 2021-22.
“The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of

Rs 1.4 trillion for the
current financial year
(2021-22) which will
promote savings culture in
the country,” he said. In
view of the current market
trend in the country, the
ambitious target had been
set to further improve the
savings culture, he said.

The official said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in
CDNS and new reforms
and innovations were being
introduced. “At this time
Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) has also been
introduced in CDNS which
will provide enough
facilities to the users,” he
added. Replying to a
question.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan earned US
$225.083 million by
providing different travel
services in various
countries during the first
four months of the current
fiscal year 2023-24. This
shows growth of 3.25
percent as compared to the
US $218.000 million worth
same services provided
during the corresponding
months of the last fiscal
year 2022-23, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

During the months
under review, personal
travel services increased by
2.11 per cent, from US
$216.670 million last year

to US $221.243 million
during July-October 2023.
Among these personal
services, the exports of
health-related expenditure
rose by 428.95 per cent
while the education-related
expenditure increased by
94.81 per cent. In addition,
the other personal services
witnessed a nominal
decline of 0.93 per cent.
Meanwhile, the exports of
business services grew by
188.72 per cent, from US$
1.330 million to US$ 3.840
million, the PBS data
revealed.

It is pertinent to
mention here that the
exports of services during
July-October 2023.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The technical teams at
National Transmission and
Despatch Company
Limited (NTDC) have
accomplished the
replacement of a damaged
circuit breaker at the 500
kV Guddu Switchyard.

According to NTDC
spokesperson the direction
of management, additional
staff was deployed to
ensure the swift
completion of replacement
works.

NTDC has also
successfully energized the
500kV Guddu-
Muzaffargarh transmission
line. The NTDC

spokesman said that dense
fog in the vicinity of
Guddu caused the tripping
of NTDC’s 500kV and
220kV transmission lines.

Consequently, one
pole of the 500kV circuit
breaker at the switchyard
was also damaged.

However, the NTDC
team immediately isolated
the damaged pole from the
switchyard, while ensuring
that the other two circuit
breakers remained
operational.

To address this
emergency situation,
NTDC had a spare circuit
breaker readily available in
its warehouse.

JEDDAH (INP): The
Public Investment Fund
(PIF) announced the
signing of an agreement to
invest in Saudia Technic, a
subsidiary of Saudia
Group. Formerly known as
Saudia Aerospace
Engineering Industries,
Saudia Technic has a long-
established presence and
rich legacy in Saudi Arabia,
tracing its roots back to the
1960s. It provides services
across key aviation
maintenance, repair and
overhaul segments (MRO),
including line, base,
components and engines.

PIF and Saudia
Group will transform
Saudia Technic into a

national MRO champion
by investing in
infrastructure, boosting
efficiency and capturing
market growth in Saudi
Arabia over the next
decade. Saudia Technic’s
ambition is to become the
MRO of choice for
domestic airlines and global
partners seeking access to
the Saudi market.

The investment will
support the development
of an approximately 1
mi l l io n -sq u are -mete r
MRO village in Jeddah,
including a state-of-the-art
jet propulsion center that
will expand Saudia Technic
into the leading MRO in
the Middle East.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Federal Bureau of
Revenue (FBR) on
Wednesday exposed a Rs
16 billion financial scandal
under the pretext of
importing solar panels in
Islamabad.

According to the
FBR report,  a private
company made illegal
imports worth Rs 1.62
billion, along with the
illegal imports of solar
panels worth Rs 16 billion
for 11 different companies.

The report revealed
that the imports were

carried out for companies
with a financial position of
less than Rs 4 million in
total, and were not eligible
to import goods through
Banks.

The report further
claimed that after the
suspicious imports, the
data of these 11 companies
was systematically erased
to avoid detection in the
system.

Earlier to this, over Rs
69.5 billion over-invoicing
was unearthed in the
import of solar panels
during 2017-2022.
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Putin says Russia

will ‘intensify’
attacks on Ukraine

US warns Israel,
clarifies Gaza belongs

to Palestinians

BRICS’ ranks swell
as five more states

join bloc

US to reopen border
crossings as illegal
immigration drops

Thailand, China to permanently
waive visas for each other’s

citizens from March

China conducts
patrols in South
China Sea amid
ongoing run-ins

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China’s military
will conduct routine patrols
with its naval and air forces
in the South China Sea from
Wednesday to Thursday,
the military’s Southern
Theater Command said, as
ongoing tensions simmer in
the region over disputed
territories.

It said troops in the
area will be on high alert at
all times, and will defend
national sovereignty, secu-
rity and maritime rights.

The patrols also aim
to deter activities that dis-
rupt the South China Sea
and create “hot spots,” the
military said on its South-
ern Theater Command’s
Wechat account.

The maneuvers come
as China faces rising ten-
sions in the region, espe-
cially with the Philippines.
Both countries have re-
cently traded numerous ac-
cusations over high-profile
maritime confrontations.

Last week, the Philip-
pines said it was not pro-
voking conflict in the South
China Sea.

Russia accidentally
bombs own village

near Ukraine
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russia said it
had accidentally bombed a
village in its southern
Voronezh region near
Ukraine on Tuesday but
stressed there were no ca-
sualties.

The accident occurred
the same day as Russia hit
Ukraine with a large-scale
missile attack. It is not the
first such incident during
Moscow’s almost two-
year-long Ukraine offen-
sive.

In April last year, the
Russian army acknowl-
edged that one of its war-
planes accidentally
drop-ped a bomb in its own
city of Belgorod, near the
Uk-raine border, causing a
blast.

“On January 2, 2024,
at around 9am Moscow
time, during a flight of the
Aerospace Forces, an ab-
normal discharge of aircraft
ammunition occurred.

Taiwan spots
Chinese balloons
over island near
major air base

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEI: Three Chinese
balloons flew across Tai-
wan island on Tuesday and
near an air base, the Taiwan-
ese defence ministry said,
the first time it has reported
them crossing the island
since reporting a spate of
such balloons in the Taiwan
Strait starting last month.

The potential for
China to use balloons for
spying became a global is-
sue in February 2023 when
the United States shot
down what it said was a
Chinese surveillance bal-
loon. China said the balloon
was a civilian craft that ac-
cidentally drifted astray.Indian town getting ready

for temple opening built
on controversial site

Philippine military says second
joint patrol with US underway

in South China Sea

Overseas figures refute
allegations in Hong Kong
security trial for Jimmy Lai

WASHINGTON (INP):
The United States rejected
the inflammatory and irre-
sponsible statements from
Israeli Ministers Smotrich
and Ben Gvir and clarified
there should be no mass
displacement of Palestin-
ians from Gaza. Far-right
Israeli ministers Itamar Ben-
Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich
said this week that Israel
should “encourage emigra-
tion” from the coastal en-
clave, home to an estimated
2.3 million Palestinians.

“If there are 100,000
or 200,000 Arabs in Gaza
and not two million Arabs,
the entire discussion on the
day after [the war ends]
will be totally different,”
Smotrich said on Sunday,
calling for the “voluntary

Killing of Hamas deputy
leader in Beirut raises risk

of Gaza war spreading
rampage into Israeli towns.

Lebanon’s heavily
armed Hezbollah group, a
Hamas ally, has been ex-
changing near-daily fire
with Israel across
Lebanon’s southern border
since the war in Gaza be-
gan in October. Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah has
warned Israel against carry-
ing out any assassinations
on Lebanese soil, vowing a
“severe reaction.”
Hezbollah said on Tuesday
it had targeted a group of
Israeli soldiers in the vicin-
ity of Marj with missiles,
following Arouri’s killing.

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand and
China will permanently
waive visa requirements
for each other’s citizens
from March, Thai Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin
said on Tuesday.

Southeast Asia’s sec-
ond-largest economy,
which relies heavily on
tourism, in September
waived entry requirements
for Chinese tourists until
February this year.

“This will upgrade
the relationship between
the two countries,” Srettha

told reporters.
In 2023, Thailand

welcomed 28 million for-
eign tourists,  sl ightly
above its target, generat-
ing 1.2 tr i l l ion baht
($34.93 billion) of rev-
enue, government data
showed.

Of that,  the top
source market was Malay-
sia with 4.5 million visi-
tors, followed by 3.5 mil-
lion arrivals from China.

That compared with
a pre-COVID record of 39
million arrivals with 11
million from China.

Monitoring Desk
AYODHYA: Less than a
month before a grand
Hindu temple opens,
India’s northern town of
Ayodhya is buzzing with
activity as finishing
touches are put on a
project seen as the
centrepiece of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s re-
election campaign.

Once a sleepy temple
town in the most popu-
lous state of Uttar
Pradesh, Ayodhya has re-
ceived a new airport and
roads in a $6-billion
facelift as Modi prepares
to inaugurate the temple
to Lord Ram, one of
Hinduism’s most revered
deities.

A day before Modi
was set to inaugurate the
airport and a renovated
train station, workers
decorated the streets with
flowers, amid a swarm of
police.

“Soon our Lord will
be in his original place,” said
Girish Sahastrabhojane,
who worked on the design
of the temple, which forms
part of a sprawling 70-acre
(28-hectare) complex of
carved pink sandstone and
white marble. “Our Lord
Ram was born here and the
Hindus of India, and also
abroad, have been waiting
for it since 1992,” the engi-
neer involved in the con-
struction told visiting re-
porters.

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: President Vladimir
Putin said Monday that
Moscow would intensify
strikes on military targets
in Ukraine, after an unprec-
edented Ukrainian attack
over the weekend on the
Russian city of Belgorod.

The Ukrainian attack
on Saturday, which killed
25 people including five
children, came after Mos-
cow launched a large-scale
attack on Ukrainian cities.

Meanwhile, Kyiv said
Russia had targeted the
country with a “record”
number of drones on New
Year’s Day.

“We’re going to inten-
sify the strikes. No crime
against civilians will rest
unpunished, that’s for cer-
tain,” Putin said during a
visit to a military hospital.

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The Philip-
pines and the United
States began a two-day
joint patrol in the South
China Sea on Wednesday,
the Philippine military
said in a statement, a move
that would likely irk China.

Security engagements
between the treaty allies
soared last year amid grow-
ing tensions in the South
China Sea, where the Phil-
ippines and China have
traded blame over a spate
of run-ins.

The Philippines and
the US first launched joint
patrols in November, hold-
ing military drills for three
days in waters near Taiwan
and in the West Philippine
Sea, Manila’s term for
South China Sea waters
within its exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

The Philippine mili-
tary said their second joint
patrol this week involved
four vessels from the Phil-
ippine navy and four ships
from the US Indo-Pacific
command that include an

aircraft carrier, a cruiser and
two destroyers.

Philippine armed
forces chief Romeo
Brawner said the second
such joint military activity
this week marked a “sig-
nificant leap” in Manila’s
alliance with the US and its
interoperability with the
American military.

“Our alliance is stron-
ger than ever, sending a
message to the world. We
are advancing a rules-based
international order and a
free and open Indo-Pacific
region in the face of re-
gional challenges,”
Brawner said.

The latest patrols
would likely irk China
amid rising tensions in the
South China.

Last week, Beijing
said it would not turn a
blind eye to repeated
“provocations and harass-
ment” by the Philippines.

Chinese state media
has also accused Manila of
relying on US support to
continually antagonise
China.

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: Several
overseas activists, right
campaigners and politicians
named in a national security
trial for Hong Kong demo-
crat Jimmy Lai refuted alle-
gations levelled by a govern-
ment prosecutor in court
that they colluded with him.

Lai, 76, founder of
now-shuttered pro-democ-
racy newspaper Apple
Daily and a leading critic of
the Chinese Communist
Party, faces two counts of
conspiracy to collude with
foreign forces - including
calling for sanctions against
Hong Kong and Chinese
officials - under a China-
imposed national security
law. He is also charged with
conspiracy to publish se-
ditious publications. Before
the trial opened, a sup-
porter shouted “hang in
there” to Lai, as he sat in-
side a glass dock surrounded
by prison guards.

Prosecutor Anthony
Chau on Wednesday pre-
sented dozens of news clip-
pings of Apple Daily, in-
cluding news reports of a
speech by Lai and commen-

taries that were critical of
China. Chau also cited
Apple Daily interviews
with frontline pro-democ-
racy activists and anti-gov-
ernment advertisements.

Chau had earlier ac-
cused Lai of conspiring
with activist Andy Li, a
paralegal Chan Tsz-wah,
exiled activist Finn Lau,
Britain-based rights cam-
paigner Luke de Pulford,
Japanese politician Shiori
Yamao, US financier Bill
Browder and others to
lobby foreign countries for
sanctions. “Jimmy had
nothing whatsoever to do
with any of my work on
Hong Kong at all. But
Jimmy’s case isn’t about
truth. It’s about delivering
Beijing’s narrative,” said
Luke de Pulford, the head
of the Inter-Parliamentary
Alliance on China (IPAC),
on X. IPAC, a group of over
300 lawmakers in 33 coun-
tries, condemned attempts
to implicate several of its
members in the “sham” trial
and said in a statement it
was an “unacceptable in-
fringement of the rights of
foreign citizens.”

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Saudi state TV
said on Tuesday that the
kingdom has officially
joined the BRICS bloc of
countries.

The BRICS bloc that
previously included Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and
South Africa was set to
double with Saudi Arabia
joining the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Egypt,
Iran, and Ethiopia as new
members.

Saudi Arabia’s en-
try comes amid geopo-

litical tensions between
the US and China, and
th e  ex p an s io n  o f
China’s influence within
the kingdom.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign
minister had earlier said the
kingdom would study the
details before the proposed
Jan 1 joining date and take
“the appropriate

decision”. Prince Faisal
bin Farhan had said the
BRICS group was “a ben-
eficial and important chan-
nel” to strengthen economic
cooperation.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States will reopen
four legal US-Mexico bor-
der crossings on Thursday
as high levels of illegal im-
migration have receded and
freed up personnel, US bor-
der authorities said on
Tuesday.

The US will resume
operations at an interna-
tional bridge in Eagle Pass,
Texas, two crossings in Ari-
zona and another near San
Diego, California, US Cus-
toms and Border Protection
(CBP) said in a press re-
lease, adding that it will
continue to prioritise bor-
der security “as necessary.”

US border authorities
struggled in December to
process migrants as appre-
hensions reached nearly
11,000 in a single day,
which several current and
former officials said was
near or at a record high.

Mexican and US offi-
cials pledged last week to
work together more closely
to tackle record migration
at their shared border after
top US officials traveled to
Mexico to meet with Mexi-
can President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador.

“We gotta do some-
thing. They ought to give
me the money I need to
protect the border.”

Myanmar’s ‘watermelons’:
Soldier on the outside,

rebel inside
Monitoring Desk

MYANMAR: For about
two years, says 24-year-
old Yan, a former Myanmar
police officer, he risked his
life pretending to serve the
military junta while se-
cretly spying for the armed
resistance.

“I freed myself from
unfair orders,” he told
Reuters from a room in a
town near the Myanmar
border where he said he was
taking refuge after fleeing
the country in April. Yan
declined to give his full
name because of the threat
to his life.

Myanmar’s junta is
facing the fiercest threat to
its power since seizing
control in a 2021 coup as it
battles an unprecedented
alliance of opponents while
weakened by some internal
dissent and defections.

The junta did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment by Reuters. It has ac-
knowledged some loss of
control.

The junta has not
commented on spies within
its ranks, but pro-military

His comments came at
the end of a deadly week in
Ukraine, with both sides
hitting each other with
large-scale attacks.

Putin said Russia
would continue to hit what
he called “military installa-
tions”. “We are doing that
today and tomorrow we
will continue doing it,” Putin
announced, speaking almost
two years into Moscow’s
military offensive in
Ukraine. “What happened
in Belgorod is a terrorist
act,” Putin told wounded
Russian soldiers sitting near
him in hospital pyjamas
and sanitary masks.

“There is no other
way to call it.” Putin ac-
cused Ukrainian forces of
targeting “right in the city
centre, where people were
walking around.

Only 15pc of
Israelis want
Netanyahu to

keep job
Monitoring Desk

JERUSALEM: Only 15
per cent of Israelis want
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to stay in office
after the Gaza crisis sub-
sides, though many more
still support his strategy in
the Palestinian enclave, ac-
cording to a poll published
on Tuesday.

Netanyahu has said
such intense military pres-
sure is also vital to ensure
that the remaining 129 pris-
oners still held in Gaza are
returned after around 100
were freed in late Novem-
ber in a swap deal also in-
volving hundreds of Pales-
tinian prisoners.

Tens of thousands
hold anti-Israeli

protest in Istanbul S.Korea opposition
leader in ICU

after knife attack
amid calls for

stronger security
Monitoring Desk

SEOUL: South Korea’s op-
position Democratic Party
leader Lee Jae-myung re-
mained hospitalised in in-
tensive care on Wednesday,
a day after a knife attack on
him shocked political lead-
ers who were vying for the
upper hand in a major elec-
tion three months away.
Surgeons operated on Lee
for more than two hours
late on Wednesday to repair
a major blood vessel in his
neck that was sliced when
an assailant lunged.

Monitoring Desk
ISTANBUL: Tens of thou-
sands marched in Istanbul
Monday to protest “mur-
derer” Israel’s war in Gaza
and the killing of Turkish
soldiers by outlawed
Kurdish militants in Iraq.

The rally, called by a
foundation which counts
Bilal Erdogan, the son of
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, among its mem-
bers started after crowds
performed morning prayers
at Istanbul’s iconic
mosques, including Hagia
Sophia and the Blue
Mosque. Protesters waving
Turkish and Palestinian
flags rallied to the Galata
Bridge on the Bosphorus
chanting: “Murderer Israel,

get out of Palestine” and
“Allahu Akbar” (God is the
greatest).

Tens of thousands of
people joined the rally
“Mercy for our martryrs
and a curse on Israel”, the
official Anadolu news
agency reported.

Erdogan, a vocal sup-
porter of the Palestinian
cause, has lashed out repeat-
edly at Israel for the scale
of death and destruction
caused by its response to
Hamas’ unprecedented Oc-
tober 7 cross-border attack.

He has accused Israel
of “state terrorism” and
said Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu
was “no different” from
Adolf Hitler.

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Israel killed
Hamas deputy leader Saleh
al-Arouri in a drone strike
in Lebanon’s capital Beirut
on Tuesday, Lebanese and
Palestinian security sources
said, raising the potential
risk of war in Gaza spread-
ing well beyond the Pales-
tinian enclave.

Arouri, 57, was the
first senior Hamas political
leader to be assassinated
since Israel launched a shat-
tering air and ground offen-
sive against the group al-
most three months ago af-
ter its shock assault and

Bangladesh opposition
on the run despite not

contesting vote
Monitoring Desk

DHAKA: As general elec-
tions approach this week in
Bangladesh, opposition
leader Abdul Moyeen Khan
says he had to hide out in
the homes of a string of ac-
quaintances until nomina-
tions closed, trying to es-
cape a government crack-
down.

The former minister
and his Bangladesh Na-
t ional ist  Party (BNP)
are not running in the
Jan  7  vo te ,  in  which

Prime Minister Sheikh
Has in a i s  ch as in g a
fourth straight term, de-
spite a bleak economy
that needed an IMF bail-
out last year.

“We’re not even in the
election, but they are still
not sparing us,” the grey-
haired Khan, 77, said in
Dhaka, the capital, on his
return home in Dece-mber
after nominations closed
and removed any risk that
he could pose an electoral
threat.

US reaches deal
to extend military

presence at
Qatar base

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States has reached a
deal to extend its military
presence at a base in Qatar
for another 10 years, a
source familiar with the
matter told Reuters on
Tuesday.

The base in question
is the Al Udeid Air Base,
which is located in the
desert southwest of Doha
and hosts the largest U.S.
military facility in the
Middle East, the source
said, asking to not be iden-
tified.

The development was
reported first by CNN. The
U.S. Department of De-
fense did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment on Tuesday.

migration” of Palestinians.
The Israeli army has

said it is “prepared for any
scenario” after a strike in
Beirut that killed Hamas’s
deputy chief, stoking fears
the war in the Gaza Strip
could boil over into wider
regional conflict.

A high-level security
official in Lebanon told  for-
eign news agency that Saleh
al-Aruri was killed along
with his bodyguards in a
strike by Israel, which has
vowed to destroy Hamas
after the movement’s shock
October 7 attacks.

A second security of-
ficial confirmed the infor-
mation, while Hamas TV
also reported Israel had
killed Aruri in Lebanon.

Israeli army spokes-

man Daniel Hagari did not
directly comment on the
killing, but said afterwards
that the military was in
“very high state of readi-
ness in all arenas, in defence
and offence. We are highly
prepared for any scenario.”

Israel has previously
announced the deaths in
Gaza of Hamas command-
ers and officials during the
war, but Aruri is the most
high-profile figure to be
killed, and his death came
in the first strike on the
Lebanese capital since hos-
tilities began.

The strike adds to
widespread fears that the
nearly three-month-old Is-
rael-Hamas war could be-
come a wider regional con-
flagration.

social media channels have
exposed soldiers who ap-
pear sympathetic to the
rebels.

Opposition groups
said it was difficult to de-
termine how many mem-
bers of the security forces
supplied information to the
resistance, and their num-
ber was likely small given
the risk, but they play a
crucial role.

They have supplied
intelligence, including about
the transportation of mili-
tary supplies, that has
helped opposition groups
plan attacks, a spokesper-
son for People’s Goal, a
group that supports defec-
tors, told Reuters. “We have
received information which
has saved lives,” the spokes-
person said, referring to tip-
offs about impending attacks
or air strikes. Yan, who
joined the police force in late
2020, following in the foot-
steps of his brother, said he
became disillusioned after
the coup when he witnessed
the arbitrary arrest of pro-
testers during a brutal mili-
tary crackdown.

A man walks past a collapsed house in Anamizu Town, Ishikawa prefecture
after a major 7.5 magnitude earthquake struck the Noto region in Ishikawa
prefecture on New Year’s Day.

Governor of the Belgorod region, shows aftermath of a missile strike on the
region as Moscow said it had downed nine missiles fired by Kyiv.

People gather at the scene of explosions during a ceremony held to mark the
death of late Iranian General Qassem Soleimani, in Kerman, Iran.

People wait behind concertina wire and newly installed barriers to turn them-
selves to the U.S. border authorities, in Brownsville, Texas, as seen from
Matamoros, Mexico.
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ISLAMABAD: President, Dr. Arif Alvi being briefed about the role and performance of National Book
Foundation held at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Provincial Secretary Information Imran Khan presiding over a meeting of Department Accounts Committee

QUETTA: Provincial Secretary Health Abdullah Khan inaugurating 22-bed-
ded CCU in the Sandeman Civil Hospital

QUETTA: Caretaker Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Aneeq Ahmed inspecting building of Haji Camp

QUETTA: A man tie dry woods on his motorbike
before going home for domestic use.

HUB: View of business activities seen closed while markets gives desert look
during the shutter down strike called by Baloch Yakjehti Committee against
baloch people genocide, extrajudicial killings, and enforced disappearances

More than 100 killed in terrorist attacks
near tomb of Iranian Guards’ Soleimani
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: Two explosions
caused by terrorist attacks
killed more than 100 people
and wounded scores at a
ceremony in Iran to com-
memorate top commander
Qassem Soleimani who was
killed by a US drone in
2020, Iranian officials said
on Wednesday.

Iranian state television
reported a first and then a
second blast during an an-
niversary event at the cem-
etery where Soleimani is
buried in the southeastern
city of Kerman.

An unnamed official
told the state news agency
IRNA that “Two explosive
devices planted along the

road leading to Kerman’s
Martyrs’ Cemetery were
detonated remotely by ter-
rorists”.

Babak Yektaparast, a
spokesperson for Iran’s
emergency services, was
reported as saying 73
people had been killed and
170 injured. State television
said later that at least 100
people had been killed.

No group has yet
claimed responsibility for
the attacks.

Videos aired by Ira-
nian media showed dozens
of bodies strewn around
with some bystanders try-
ing to attend to survivors
and others hurrying to leave
the blast area.

“A terrible sound was
heard there, despite all the
security and safety mea-
sures. We are still investi-
gating,” Reza Fallah, head
of the Kerman Red Cres-
cent Society, told state tele-
vision.

Red Crescent rescuers
tended to wounded people
at the ceremony, where
hundreds of Iranians had
gathered to mark the anni-
versary of Soleimani’s
death. Some Iranian news
agencies said the number of
wounded people was much
higher.

“We are now evacuat-
ing the wounded and in-
jured in the area. The crowd
is huge and the job is quite

hard all the paths to there
are blocked,” Fallah said.

The US assassination
of Soleimani in a drone at-
tack at Baghdad airport and
Tehran’s retaliation by at-
tacking two Iraq military
bases that house US troops
brought the United States
and Iran close to full-blown
conflict in 2020.

As chief commander
of the elite Quds force, the
overseas arm of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), Soleimani
ran clandestine operations
in foreign countries and was
a key figure in Iran’s long-
standing campaign to drive
US forces out of the
Middle East.

President for increasing
access of visually impaired

to books, education
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday directed to take
necessary actions aimed at
greater access of the visu-
ally impaired to books and
knowledge. Chairing a meet-
ing to review the role and
performance of of National
Book Foundation at Aiwan-
e-Sadr, the president said
that the intellectual and in-
dividual development was
possible by promoting the
culture of book reading in
the country.

He said availability of
books and knowledge in
braille for the visually im-
paired was a welcome
move.

During the meeting,

Managing Director NBF Dr
Raja Mazhar Hameed
briefed the president about
role and performance of the
Foundation. He said the
National Book Foundation
was taking measures for the
people affected by dys-
lexia.

The meeting was told
that the Foundation was
preparing books for the
dyslexic children from class
prep to 8th that would be
available during the aca-
demic year 2024-25.

It was informed that
the Foundation’s Braille
Press in Karachi was pro-
viding the books to the vi-
sually impaired for Rs 10
only.

The books would
help increasing the access
of the visually impaired
children to education.

“The Foundation
would issue the books for
the visually impaired chil-
dren of class prep to 8th of
431 schools of Islamabad.”

It was further in-
formed in the meeting that
the NBF was publishing
books in braille on a range
of topics and it was also
ensuring the availability of
books in Pakistan and
abroad.

President Alvi appre-
ciated the role of the Foun-
dation in promoting lit-
eracy and book reading cul-
ture in the country.

Global Health Security Summit
to explore opportunities of
joint working: Dr Nadeem

Pak-China Friendship
Hospital in Gwadar

prepares for first patients

NIH issues
advisory on JN.1
sub-variant of

COVID-19
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Institute of
Health (NIH) has issued an
advisory for the prevention
and control of JN.1 Sub-
variant of the COVID-19
virus. According to NIH,
the objective of the advi-
sory was to alert and facili-
tate the health authorities
and other stakeholders for
ensuring timely prevention
and control measures en-
compassing preparedness
to deal with such patients
in future. The advisory said
that JN.1 is classified as a
Variant of Interest (VOI)
and fundamentally an off-
shoot of BA.2.86 sub-vari-
ant omicron variant.

The COVID-19 virus,
very first reported in Au-
gust 2023 by US-CDC.
However, in recent weeks,
JN.1 has been reported in
many countries, and its
prevalence is rapidly in-
creasing globally. This rapid
growth is observed across
the three WHO regions
with consistent sharing of
SARS-CoV-2 sequences.

Secretary Health inaugurates 
22-bedded CCU in Civil 

Hospital Quetta 

Anti-polio campaign in Chaman:

DC urges parents to
ensure immunization

of their children

PML-N announces names
of Balochistan candidates

for upcoming polls

Jamote says:
Uthal Police
working day
and night to

eliminate crime
Independent Report

UTHAL: SHO Jan
Muhammad Jamote said
that there is no issue regard-
ing law and order in the
Uthal city. Criminals will be
dealt strictly. Drug dealers
have been reined.

He expressed these
views at police station
Uthal while talking exclu-
sively to the representative
Bureau Chief Uthal Lasbela
of Daily independent.

Jan Muhammad
Jamot said that there is no
problem regarding law and
order in District Head Quar-
ter Uthal. Uthal is one of
the crime free city. Strict
actions have been taken
against drug dealers. And if
anyone will have been
found in drug trade, he will
be arrested.

Jan Muhammad
Jamot further said that the
Uthal Police is working day
and night to eliminate crime
so that the citizens can get
relief. He said that is a duty
of Police to protect the
public. Negative activities
will not be tolerated at any
cost, no matter how influ-
ential the accused may be.

Robbers who usurped
rights of people are

hiding their faces: Zehri
Independent Report

HUB: Senior leader of Pa-
kistan Peoples Party and
President of Hub District
and Spokesman for
Balochistan Asif Ali
Zardari Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri has said that nowa-
days it is the era of social
media and it is not possible
to deceive the people any-
more. The era of factory ex-
tortion, smuggling, occupa-
tion, bullying threats, loot-
ing and closed room poli-
tics is now over. We will
fight the mafia imposed for
many decades by the power
of the people and win the
next elections by defeating
the self-interested and anti-
people elements through
the democratic process.

These views were ex-
pressed by Mir Ali Hassan
Zehri at the Allahabad Foot-
ball Ground addressing the
gathering program and rally.

He said that the op-
ponents have become
frightened by the popular-
ity of the Peoples Party and
have resorted to new tac-

tics. He said that because
of not being able to com-
pete in the field of politics,
now the opponents have
come down to personalities
and are thinking that they
will fool the people by
making fabricated allega-
tions, but the people of Hub
and Lasbela are not fooled
by their tricks and decep-
tion and the situation is that
the people are demanding
an accountability of decades
of deprivation and the rob-
bers who usurped the rights
of the people have been
hiding their faces for forty
years.

We don’t just talk, we
believe in practical mea-
sures and service to the
people is our aim. 

Meanwhile, Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri reached the
Allahabad football ground
to address the inclusion pro-
gram and Jalsa. He wel-
comed who joined the Pa-
kistan People’s Party. On
this occasion, Mir Ali
Hassan Zehri addressed the
meeting.

Superintendent
of Mastung jail

dies of heart
attack 

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Superinten-
dent, Central Jail Mastung,
Fareedullah Nausherwani
died on Wednesday.

According to the In-
spector General of Prisons,
Shujauddin Kasi, the Super-
intendent of Mastung Jail
died of heart attack.

Meanwhile, the fu-
neral prayer of Fareedullah
Nausherwani was offered
and his body was sent to
native area, Kharan for
burial.

Alvi makes
condolatory

phone calls to
families of 20
martyred soldiers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday telephoned the
families of 20 soldiers who
were martyred in a terror-
ist attack in Dera Ismail
Khan on December 12 and
conveyed his condolences.
During the telephonic inter-
action, the president paid
tribute to the martyred sol-
diers and expressed sympa-
thies for the grieved fami-
lies. He held telephonic in-
teraction with the family
members of havaldars Imran
Khan, Muhammad Jamil,
Muhammad Shahab, Fazal
Subhan, Daud Shah and
Riasat Khan. He also spoke
with the families of Naik
Mukhtar Ali, Lance Naik
Muhammad Ishaq,
Muhammad Hayat and
Sagheer Ahmed, sopys
Rehman Shah, Ghulam
Murtaza, Muhammad
Fayyaz, Ameer Hussain,
Adnan, Muhammad
Naseer, Waqarullah Khan,
Wali Khan, Zulfiqar and
Nabeel Akhtar.

Not holding election
tantamount to surrender
before terrorists: Siraj

Bomb blast
targets JUI
candidate
in Bajaur

BAJAUR (INP): Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) candi-
date Qari Khairullah was
targeted by a bomb blast in
Tehsil Mamond of Bajaur
district.

As per details, the
bomb blast occurred near the
vehicle of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI) candidate Qari
Khairullah in Bajaur dis-
trict.

The JUI candidate
survived the blast and re-
mained safe however his
vehicle was badly damaged.

EAT clubs appeal against
rejection of nomination

papers of PTI candidates

ISLAMABAD (Online): JI
Amir Siraj ul Haq has said
election should be held in
time and on February 8.

“Not holding election
is tantamount to surrender
before the terrorists and
enemies of Pakistan, he said
this in an interview with a
private TV channel here
Wednesday.

He held establishment
had hand in bringing PML-
N, PPP and PTI. The way
one comes is ousted in the
same way. Then they say “

why I was ousted. Who
pushed me.

He went on to say “ I
want to say to establish-
ment, judiciary and Election
Commission (EC) that they
should remain neutral now.
JI will not forge alliance or
seat to seat adjustment with
any one for the sake of
power. He underlined the
law and order situation in
KP and Balochistan is
worse. But elections can be
held. Elections have taken
place in state of war.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Appellant
Tribunal of Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Wednesday
clubbed appeals against re-
jection of nominations pa-
pers of Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI), candidates and
sought answer from Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP).

The Tribunal, how-
ever, reserved its judgment
on appeal of Shoaib
Shaheen Advocate against
rejection of his nomination

papers. The appellant
tribunal’s Justice Arbab
Muhammad Tahir heard the
appeals of Shoaib Shaheen,
Niazullah Niazi and Sayed
Zafar Ali Shah.

The court clubbed the
appeals and instructed the
respondents to submit
para-wise comments on
next hearing. The court in-
quired that why the return-
ing officer didn’t grant ap-
propriate time to the can-
didates for removal of ob-
jections against them.

Court dismisses bail plea
of accused involved in

forging contacts with RAW
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Anti Terrorism Court
(ATC) Islamabad has dis-
missed the bail pleas of the
accused involved in forging
contacts with Indian secret
agency RAW.

Judge Abual Hasnat
Zulqarnain heard the bail
pleas of the accused includ-
ing Arsalan Wajid and
Muhammad Din Wednes-
day.

Prosecutor Rana
Navid said in the court the
accused persons received
money from RAW agents

for committing the acts of
sabotage in Pakistan. Police
have recovered the money
from the accused which was
given by RAW agents to
them. He said arms and am-
munition have also been re-
covered from the accused.
The evidence against the
two accused reflect their
intent to commit acts of
sabotage in Pakistan.

The defense counsels
said in the court the case
against both the accused is
false and it has been framed
without any reason.

QUETTA (INP): The Pa-
kistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) has an-
nounced the names of its
candidates for national and
provincial assemblies from
Balochistan.

Taking to X, the
PML-N said the party ap-
proved the award of party
tickets to Balochistan can-
didates after conclusion of
the interviews by the Cen-
tral Parliamentary Board for
the General Election 2024.

According to the list,
Nawabzada Toor Gul
Jugzai had been issued the
party ticket from NA-251,
whereas Sardar Yaqoob
Nasir had been awarded the
party ticket from NA-252.

Mir Dostain Khan
Domki and Abdul Ghafoor

had been nominated from
NA-253 and NA-254, re-
spectively. The PML-N
had awarded the party
ticket to former
Balochistan chief minister
Jam Kamal from NA-257.

Aslam Bulaidi and
Yaqoob Bizenjo had been
awarded the party tickets
from NA-258 and NA-259.

The party also
awarded tickets to Sardar
Fateh Muhammad Hassani
from NA-260, Mir Ataullah
Langove from NA-261,
Nawab Salman Khan from
NA-262, Jamal Shah Kakar
from NA-263, Haji Arz
Muhammad from NA-264,
Saeedullah Tareen from NA-
265, and Haji Abdul Man-
nan Khan Durrani from
NA-266.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Secretary
Health Abdullah Khan in-
augurated the 22-bedded
CCU in the Sandeman Civil
Hospital Quetta on
Wednesday.

Also present on the
occasion were Medical Su-
perintendent of Sandeman
Hospital, Dr. Ishaq
Panezai, Additional Secre-
tary Health, Abdul Hameed
Zehri, Section Officer
Health Admin, Tahoor
Khan, Head of Cardiology
department, Professor Dr
Mujeebullah Tareen, Asso-
ciate Professor Dr Fazlur
Rehman, Associate Profes-
sor Dr Hashim Baloch and

others.
Speaking of the occa-

sion, Secretary Health said
CCU established in the
Sandeman provincial hospi-
tal is an excellent addition
for providing treatment to
the poor heart patients.

He said that the pa-
tients used to wait for days
to get admission in the
CCU, however, now they
would get better and timely
health services with estab-
lishment of 22-bedded unit.

It may be mentioned
here that the CCU has been
established with coopera-
tion of UNICEF with the
necessary equipment pro-
vided there.

BEIJING (APP): The Pa-
kistan-China Friendship
Hospital in the port city of
Gwadar is preparing to ad-
mit its first patients.

The foundation stone
for the hospital was laid in
2020. It’s part of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor and it’s been called a
symbol of the two coun-
tries’ deep-rooted friend-
ship. Zhou Wenwei, Chief
Consultant, Pakistan-China
Friendship Hospital told
CGTN, “China and Paki-
stan have a long history of
friendship, and in the
course of the Belt and Road
Initiative, China wanted to
invest in this hospital in
Gwadar to benefit the local
people.” Just days before
its formal inauguration, I
was given exclusive access
to the 150-bed facility.

“The Pak-China
Friendship Hospital is
equipped with modern fa-
cilities and advanced medi-
cal technology, ensuring
that residents of Gwadar

and the surrounding areas
have access to high-quality
healthcare. Essential
healthcare services were
previously limited in the
region. DR Aftab Head of
Indus Hospital Campus,
Gwadar said,

This hospital is
equipped with state-of-the-
art equipment, the con-
struction is beautiful, and
it will serve the purpose for
the next twenty-five years.

 The people of this
area have a lot of respect
for the Chinese people, and
we are also very thankful
to them that they have pro-
vided us with this health
facility.” China’s commerce
ministry funded the project
which cost an estimated
30.5 million dollars and cov-
ers an area of eight acres.
From emergency services to
specialized medical care,
the hospital can cater to a
wide range of health needs,
treating both common ail-
ments and complex medi-
cal conditions.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Global Health Security
Summit will serve as a great
opportunity of bringing to-
gether, international and
national experts in the con-
cerned field and learning by
sharing of expertise and
knowledge for a safer
world. In a media briefing,
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health, Dr. Nadeem Jan
said that the Global Health
Security Summit is being
held on January 10,11 here
in the federal capital.

He said that the stra-
tegic objectives of the con-
ference are to collaborate
with global leaders in order
to ensure equity-based
pandemic preparedness fi-
nancing for low and middle-
income countries and mu-
tual exchange of knowledge
and rich experience with
member states and experts
around summit thematic
areas which focuses on vac-
cine equity, patent deregu-
lation and transfer of tech-
nology.

The minister said that

the conference will secure
global and regional partner-
ship with international or-
ganizations for aligning its
health security priorities
with those of global and re-
gional priorities, in order to
strengthen its core capaci-
ties through technical assis-
tance.

He said that the event
will explore opportunities
of joint working and pool
funding for health security,
across the region and globe
in addition to the sustain-
able domestic funding for its
five-year health security
plan 2024-28. Dr. Nadeem
Jan said that the Global
Health Security Summit
will be attended by top
health experts from around
the world. He added an in-
tegrated strategy to deal
with epidemics will be
formed at the global confer-
ence.

The minister said that
by holding the international
conference, the positive
image of Pakistan will be
presented.

Independent Report
CHAMAN: The out-
standing performance of
the security personnel for
eradication of polio was
acknowledged in border
town Chaman on Wednes-
day.

A seminar was held in
recognition of the excellent
services of security person-
nel at Deputy Commis-
sioner Chaman.

The seminar was pre-
sided over by the Deputy
Commissioner Raja Athar
Abbas.

The SP Chaman
Shahid Jamil Kakar and
others were also present.

The commendation
certificates were distributed
among the security per-
sonnel in recognition of
their services and role for
eradication of polio in
Chaman.

Addressing the semi-
nar, Deputy Commissioner
said that we are proud of
the services and sacrifices
of our security personnel
for eradication of polio vi-
rus in Chaman and other
areas.

He urged the parents
to ensure immunization
of their children against
the crippling polio dis-
ease.


