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Chief of the Army Staff, General Syed Asim Munir interacting with the officers and troops at the
occasion of witnessing firing of different air defence weapon systems during Exercise Al-Bayza-III,
2024 at Sonmiani.

KABUL : JUI Chief Maulana Fazal ur Rehman met with
with Afghan Interior Minister Siraj ud din Haqqani.

ISLAMABAD: Italian Ambassador to Pakistan, Andreas Ferrarese pays a
farewell call on Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Bat symbol case

ECP is constitutional institution,
nobody can interfere in its work: CJP

Another resolution to
delay Feb 8 polls

submitted in Senate

Italian envoy pays farewell call on PM

Boosting trade, investment
ties with Italy in diverse
sectors need of hour: PM

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Resolution seeking post-
ponement of general elec-
tion for three months in
view of security challenges
in the country has been
submitted in Senate.

The resolution has
been filed by senator
Hidayat Ullah from Inde-
pendent parliamentary
group with his signatures.

The resolution said
there is grave concern over
the attacks on the candi-
dates. Terror incidents are
on rise across the country.
The general election be
postponed for three
months. Protecting life and
property of people is re-
sponsibility of state.

The growing incidents
of terrorism in the country

including armed attacks in
North Waziristan, Bajore,
Swabi and Turbat wherein
an elderly nationalist leader
was injured critically and
one candidate was killed
have created the environ-
ment of fear and insecurity
in the country.

The Senate accepts it
that holding general election
is constitutional obligation.
The constitution insists on
ensuring free and fair elec-
tion and protection of life
and property of people
equally. he senate urges on
Election Commission and
Supreme Court to consider
sympathetically holding of
election peacefully and
postpone the election for
three months in view of se-
curity challenges.

Alvi accepts
resignation
of Justice

Ijaz-ul-Ahsan
ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Dr. Arif Alvi has
accepted the resignation of
Supreme Court’s Judge
Justice Ijaz-ul-Ahsan.

Justice Ijaz-ul-Ahsan
has tendered resignation
under article 179 and 206
(1) of the constitution.

The President has ac-
cepted the resignation of
Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan on the
advice of the Prime Minis-
ter.

Rajab Al-Murajab
to start today as
crescent sighted

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The month of Rajab Al-
Murajab will commence on
Saturady as the crescent for
the new Islamic month was
sighted on Friday evening.

Chairman of Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee
Maulana Syed Muhammad
Abdul Khabir Azad made
the announcement in this
regard after chairing the
meeting of the Zonal Ruet-
e-Hilal Committee Lahore
at the Awan Awqaf Shah
Chirag Building in Lahore.

Maulana Azad in-
formed the media that
weather conditions in most
parts of the country were
cloudy. However, evi-
dences of crescent sighting
were received from the cit-
ies of Nawabshah,
Tharparkar, Umarkot
Kunri, Chur, Badin,
Hyderabad, Pasni, Winder
Balochistan, and others,
where the sky was clear.

“Consequently, it was
unanimously decided that
the 1st of Rajab Al-
Murajab 1445 will fall on
Saturday, January 13,
2024,” he added.

Shehbaz Sharif
withdraws from

election in Karachi
KARACHI (INP):
Former prime minister
and Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N)
president Shehbaz Sharif
will not contest election
from NA-242 constitu-
ency in Karachi.

Shehbaz withdrew
his nomination papers af-
ter  Muttah ida Qaumi
M o v e m e n t - P a k i s t a n
(MQM-P refused to with-
draw i ts  candidates
Mustafa Kamal from
NA-242.  Meanwhile,
PML-N Senator Nehal
Hashmi said that Khawaja
Shoaib will be PML-N’s can-
didate from NA-242 in place of
Shehbaz Sharif as no con-
sensus reached wi th
MQM-P for seat adjust-
ment.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The Supreme Court (SC) on Fri-
day said regulating political parties is the job of the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP).

These remarks were made by Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Justice Qazi Faez Isa while hearing the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan’s (ECP) appeal against the
Peshawar High Court (PHC) verdict restoring the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) electoral symbol — bat.

“SC will not interfere in the domain of the Election
Commission of Pakistan. However, if ECP commits any
unconstitutional act then the court can look into it,” the
CJP added.

A three-member bench of the apex court headed by
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and Justice Musarat Hilali hear-
ing the electoral body’s appeal.

The proceedings of the case are being broadcast live
on the SC website and YouTube channel.

Barrister Gohar, Shoaib Shaheen, Niazullah and
Waleed Iqbal attended court proceedings today. PTI’s
lawyer Hamid Khan in his remarks said the SC has clari-

fied that no institution can file an appeal against the ver-
dicts.

The ECP can file a review on appeals else there will
be no worth of its decisions, the CJP remarked and added
if the argument of PTI is accepted then questions will
also be raised on its appeal in Peshawar High Court.

The CJP Isa asked Makhdoom whether the PHC’s
written order had been issued or not, the latter replied
that it had not been.

The lawyer then read out the PHC order that re-
stored the PTI’s ‘bat’ symbol. He said that the ECP had
not yet received “any notice” of the PHC order, to which
the chief justice said, “I have not read the case file either.”

The top judge asked Makhdoom when he would be
ready to present the case, at which the counsel urged the
SC to adjourn the hearing till Monday. Makhdoom fur-
ther said that the political parties would be allotted elec-
toral symbols tomorrow.

The top judge observed that to adjourn the hearing
till Monday, the PHC’s recent verdict would have to be
suspended.

Witnessed Air Defence exercise Al-Bayza-III

Armed forces modernizing their
systems in line with country's

requirements, says Army Chief
RAWALPINDI (Online):
General Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff, (COAS), witnessed
firing of different Air De-
fence weapon systems dur-
ing Exercise Al-Bayza-III,
2024 at Sonmiani.

COAS viewed inte-
grated fire and battle ma-
neuvers of Army Air De-
fence systems which in-
cludes High to Medium Air
Defence Weapons System
(HIMADS), Low to Me-
dium Air Defence System
(LOMAD), Short Range
Air Defence system
(SHORADs) and Extended
Short Range Air Defence
system (ESHORADs).

In a landmark achieve-

ment and milestone in en-
hancing the Air Defence of
the aerial frontiers of Paki-
stan, HIMAD system in
maiden fire was able to suc-
cessfully engage the target
at maximum ranges along
with other layered weapon
systems which were tested
during the exercise.

COAS highly appreci-
ated the remarkable achieve-
ment of engaging targets
with precision and opera-
tional readiness of Corps of
Army Air Defence.

While interacting with
the officers and troops,
COAS highlighted that
Armed Forces of Pakistan
are modernising their sys-
tems in line with our re-

quirements to deter and be
able to respond to any
threat emanating against Pa-
kistan.

Corps Commander
Karachi, Commander Army
Air Defence, Inspector
General Training & Evalu-
ation and Inspector General
Arms also witnessed the
exercise.

Earlier, COAS visited
Army Air Defence Center.
He laid floral wreath at
Yadgar e Shuhada and paid
homage to martyrs of
Armed Forces. COAS in-
stalled Lieutenant General
Muhammad Zafar Iqbal, HI
(M), as Colonel Comman-
dant of Army Air Defence
Corps.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Ambassador of Italy to
Pakistan, Andreas
Ferrarese, paid a farewell
call on Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar earlier today.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister appreciated
the Ambassador’s contri-
butions to strengthening bi-
lateral relations, noting his
efforts to foster economic
ties and facilitate coopera-
tion in various fields. While
acknowledging Pakistan’s
longstanding friendly rela-
tions with Italy, the Prime
Minister emphasized the
need to boost trade, invest-
ment and cooperation in
diverse areas including mi-

gration and mobility, agri-
cultural technology, educa-
tion as well as tourism.

The Italian Ambassa-
dor thanked the Prime
Minister for receiving him
and expressed gratitude for
the excellent cooperation he
received throughout his
stay in Pakistan. He also
briefed the Prime Minister
on key developments dur-
ing his tenure. The Ambas-
sador praised the valuable
contributions of the vibrant
Pakistani diaspora to
Italy’s economic develop-
ment.

The Prime Minister
wished the outgoing Am-
bassador success in his fu-
ture endeavours.

CTD arrests terrorists
planning attacks on

Maulana, Aimal Wali
PESHAWAR (APP): In a
successful operation, the
Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) in
Peshawar on Friday an-
nounced the arrest of two
alleged suicide bombers af-
filiated with Daesh
Khorasan (ISIS) from the
Matni area.

CTD Superintendent
of Police (SP) Najam-ul-
Hussain told the media
persons that the appre-
hended terrorists were
planning suicide attacks
targeting key political fig-
ures.

According to SP CTD,
the arrested individuals
were plotting a suicide at-
tack on Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman. Further-
more, it was disclosed that
the terrorists had inten-
tions to target Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) Presi-

dent Aimal Wali through a
suicide bombing.

The arrested suspects
had reportedly visited the
JUI-F’s center and inves-
tigations revealed that
they had undergone train-
ing in the Paktia region of
Afghanistan. During the
security operation, au-
thorities recovered suicide
jackets, three hand gre-
nades, and propaganda
material associated with
Daesh. The Bomb Dis-
posal Unit (BDU) has suc-
cessfully neutralized the
weapons and explosive
devices.

SP CTD Najam-ul-
Hussain disclosed that
the outlawed ISIS had
previously been linked
to targeted killings of
individuals representing
various schools of thought
in the region six months
ago.

Abbasi declares upcoming
election purposeless to contest

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former Prime Minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi has
officially announced his de-
cision not to contest the
upcoming election, citing
personal reasons and ex-
pressing discontent with
the current state of Mus-
lim League-N’s politics.

During a TV Channel
program, Abbasi stated that
he considers the election
purposeless and believes

political leaders have failed
to guide the country. Abbasi
emphasized that his deci-
sion not to contest is per-
sonal, disclosed six months
ago, but clarified that he re-
mains responsive to calls
from Nawaz Sharif. Com-
menting on the Murree con-
stituency, he mentioned
that party recommenda-
tions favored a worker for
the ticket, leaving the final
decision to the people.

LAHORE: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari talking to
media persons during his visit to Minhaj-ul-Quran Secretariat in Lahore.

LAHORE: A German delegation of international food wholesaler, METRO Group,
led by its CEO Dr Steffen Greubel, calls on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Government taking steps to
boost FDI: President Alvi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday said the government
was taking steps to pro-
mote Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) in Pakistan.

Talking to a German
delegation of international
food wholesaler, METRO
Group, led by its CEO Dr
Steffen Greubel here at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, the presi-
dent said Pakistan was an
attractive destination for the
foreign investment and
business.

The president also
appreciated the METRO
Group for their investment

in Pakistan.
The delegation briefed

the president about busi-
ness and investment of the
METRO Group in Paki-
stan.

The delegation told
that keeping in view the
conducive environment for
the foreign investment in
Pakistan, the METRO
Company desired to further
expand the business activi-
ties in the country.

Besides, the delegation
was of the view that Paki-
stan was an attractive des-
tination for business, in-
vestment and tourism.

Bilawal says:

We are contesting elections for
public service; we will end
unemployment & inflation

JARANWALA (Online):
Chairman of PPP Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said that
PPP is contesting elections
for public service. We will
end unemployment and
inflation. The journey of
public service was started
by leader of people,
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and
Bibi Shaheed laid down her
life for the completion of
that and we will continue
this public service.

While giving interview
to Online after
Tandlianwala visit, he said
that we were given the
manifesto and conscious-
ness by Shaheed Bibi, so if
we get win the PPP elec-
tions then we will change
the destiny of the country
and nation by implement-
ing the 10-point agenda.

He said that “Wasila
Haq Wasila Rozgar” are
projects of PPP and we
will start such welfare
projects like Benazir In-
come Support for every
sector which will bring
prosperity to every home
and will end the worst in-
flation, poverty and unem-
ployment.

The wheel of indus-
tries will run, the workers
will get employment. Ag-
ricultural revolution will
come when farmer will be
prosperous. New univer-
sities will be built wher-
ever necessary, including
Tandlianwala, just as 2 mil-
lion houses are being built
for flood victims in Sindh
and Baluchistan. Similarly
3 million houses will be
built in Punjab.

Two terrorists
killed in North

Waziristan
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Securi ty forces con-
ducted an intelligence
based operation in North
Waziristan District, on
reported presence of ter-
rorists.

During the conduct of
operation, after an intense
fire exchange, two terror-
ists; Abdullah Khadri and
Khalid Janan were killed.

The killed terrorists
remained act ively in-
volved in numerous ter-
rorist activities in the area
including target killing of
innocent civilians.

 Sanitization opera-
tion is being conducted to
eliminate any other terror-
ist found in the area as the
Security forces of Paki-
stan are determined to wipe
out the menace of terrorism
from country.

PML-Q announces not
to forge any seat to seat
adjustment with PML-N

LAHORE (Online): PML-
Q has announced not to
forge any seat to seat ad-
justment with PML-N.

PML-Q has made it
clear that party has played
its role for the develop-
ment and prosperity of the
country always and it will
not accept any seat to seat
adjustment to the extent of
interest of some person.

The emergency meet-
ing of PML-Q was held
under Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain here Friday.

The party spokes-
person said in a statement

after meeting that PML-N
has issued tickets to its
candidates against our
other candidates. We will
not allow our candidates to
become victim to double
standard and will not forge
seat to seat adjustment
with PML-N.

Chaudhry Salik
Hussain said PML-N has
issued tickets to its candi-
dates against him and his
brother Chaudhry Shafay
Hussain in Gujarat. We are
ready to contest election
without seat to seat adjust-
ment.

ECP delists 13 political parties
over intra-party election failures
ISLAMABAD (APP): The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) Friday delisted 13 political parties due
to their failure to conduct required intra-party elections.

In a reserved judgment announced on Friday re-
garding 15 political parties, the ECP revoked the regis-
tration of 13 parties while permitting two, namely Jamiat
Ulema e Pakistan (JUP) and Pakistan Muslim League
Jinnah, to participate in the upcoming elections. In the ver-
dict, the ECP expressed disappointment over the lack of seri-
ousness exhibited by political parties regarding the conduc-
tion of intra-party elections.

Delisted political parties encompassed All Pakistan
Minority Alliance, All Pakistan Tehreek, Awami Party
Pakistan, Bahawalpur National Awami Party, Sab Ka
Pakistan, National Peace Council Party, Pakistan Na-
tional Muslim League, Pakistan Aman Party, Pakistan
Brabri Party, Masihi Awami Party, Pakistan Quomi
Yekjehti Party, Sunni Tehreek, and Nizam e Mustafa
Party.
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Terror wave
A spate of deadly recent terrorist attacks illustrates
the grim fact that unless the state takes comprehen-
sive counterterrorism measures, the militancy-related
bloodshed witnessed in 2023 is likely to continue in
the new year.

Many of the attacks have targeted police per-
sonnel, particularly those tasked with guarding
polio teams. The week began on a sombre note
when at least seven policemen guarding vaccina-
tors were martyred in Bajaur on Monday in an IED
blast targeting their vehicle. On Tuesday, two po-
lice officers lost their lives in a reported gunfight
with militants in Bannu. These personnel were also
escorting polio teams.

Wednesday also witnessed significant blood-
shed, as three law enforcers were martyred when a
police post was attacked in Kohat, while two army
men lost their lives in Lakki Marwat. On the same day
an election candidate was gunned down in North
Waziristan, while another hopeful survived an attack
in Turbat.

In the aforementioned attacks, terrorists have
struck both ‘hard’ targets, in the form of security
personnel, as well as ‘soft’ ones, such as election
hopefuls. They show just how vulnerable police
personnel are, particularly those serving in areas of
KP and Balochistan experiencing a renewed wave
of terrorist violence.

As mentioned, 2023 was not a good year where
terror-related casualties are concerned. According
to figures compiled by a think tank, there were over
1,500 violence-linked fatalities last year from nearly
800 terror attacks. It is particularly tragic that those
protecting polio vaccinators have themselves come
in the line of fire. This is not a new development;
around a hundred people have been killed in polio-
related incidents since 2012. A recalibration of the
national CT strategy is long overdue, particularly in
order to protect the lives of soldiers and police per-
sonnel serving on the front lines. While military
personnel are relatively better equipped, police of-
ficers also need to be supplied safety gear that can
help save lives.

Moreover, those protecting polio teams should
be provided multi-layered security. While the state
must keep using diplomatic channels to communi-
cate to the Afghan Taliban that their soil cannot be
used by forces inimical to Pakistan, internal efforts
are equally necessary to flush out militants from
our own territory.

Unless efforts to uproot militancy succeed, the
next, and inevitable step, will require military opera-
tions that will displace communities, and require
more sacrifices from security personnel and dedi-
cated funds. And as an election looms, candidates
and voters in militancy-affected areas need secu-
rity in order to freely campaign, and cast their bal-
lots without fear, respectively. All security and in-
telligence agencies need to be on the same page,
and together with the civil administration, the mili-
tant threat needs to be neutralised.

WASHINGTON: Chairman Investment Board Sardar Amjad Jalil met with
Pakistan’s Ambassador to America Sardar Masood Khan.

Pakistan to be connected
with high-speed ‘optical

fiber network soon: Aisha

Weekly inflation
up by 1.36 pc

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Information
Technology and
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
(MoITT) Additional
Secretary Aisha Humera
Chaudhry Friday said that
the government is all set to
launch a landmark project
‘optical fibre’ to improve
broadband connectivity
and to boost deployment
of digital infrastructure
across the country.

Talking to PTV news
channel, she said that the
government and telecom
companies would

strengthen urban and
remote areas with high-
speed broadband
connectivity, adding, that
all available resources and
facilities were being
provided for the digital
gateway initiative.She said
the government was
striving hard to ensure the
availability of affordable
high-speed Internet service
to the citizens, particularly
the students, and for that
purpose, it was focusing on
laying ‘optical fibre’ across
the country.She further
mentioned that the

Ministry of IT and
Telecom is fully
cooperating with the
telecom industry.

Replying to a query,
she highlighted that said
that the provision of
broadband services to the
residents of the un-served
and under-served areas of
Pakistan is as much needed
as for the big cities.

By increasing the
optical fibre cable, the
connectivity will be faster,
and better internet facilities
will be provided to the
users, she added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly inflation
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI),
witnessed an increase of
1.36 per cent for the
combined consumption
groups during the week
ended on January 11, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported
on Friday.

According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was
recorded at 317.92 points
as compared to 313.66
points during the past

week.
As compared to the

corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the
combined consumption
group in the week under
review witnessed an
increase of 44.16 per cent.
The weekly SPI with the
base year 2015-16 =100
covers 17 urban centres
and 51 essential items for
all expenditure groups.

The SPI for the
lowest consumption group
up to Rs. 17,732, increased
by 1.20 percent and went
up to 312.23 points from
last week’s 308.53 points.

Gold rates up
by Rs.200

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
per tola price of 24 karat gold
increased by Rs.200 and was
sold at Rs. 216,500 on Friday
compared to its sale at Rs.
216,300 on last trading day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also increased
by Rs. 172 to Rs. 185,614
from Rs. 185,442 whereas
the prices of 10 gram 22
karat gold went up to
Rs.170,146 from Rs.
169,989 the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained constant at
Rs.2,650 and Rs.2,271.94
respectively.

1st special credit guarantee
company for SMEs inaugurated
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ministry of Finance and
Karandaaz here Friday
launched Pakistan’s first
special credit guarantee
company namely the
National Credit Guarantee
Company Limited
(NCGCL), with an
objective to provide
financial assistance to
small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in the
country.

The inauguration
ceremony, among others,
was attended by
representatives from the
British High Commission,
Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants
(ACCP), State Bank of
Pakistan, and the Ministry
of Finance.

NCGCL, the joint
venture of Ministry of
Finance and Karandaaz
aims, to enhance financial
accessibility through

special credit guarantee
facilities, particularly
focusing on expanding
financial reach for
businesses operating at the
small and medium scale
across the board.

Speaking on the
occasion, Federal Minister
for Finance, Revenue and
Economic Affairs, Dr.
Shamshad highlighted the
significance of this
revolutionary initiative. She
said, private credit for
SMEs in Pakistan stands at
a mere 5.2 percent, declining
from 7.7 percent in the last
five years in the country.

She said the credit
level was significantly
lower compared to other
South Asia, which has an
average of over 17 percent,
undoubtedly they do better
on exports and they do
better on competitiveness.

She said, reality is
that SMEs sector accounts

90 percent of formally
registered businesses,
contributes to around 40
percent of GDP and
employees around 80
percent of non-agriculture
labour forces, offering an
opportunity to low income
strata.

She was of the view
that inadequate investment
in SME sector, globally
recognized to enhance
competitiveness of
countries and industries
and value addition as well
as employment generation,
has hindered Pakistan’s
sustainable growth and
development.

She said launching of
NCGCL was a far reaching
institutional reform that is
being launched, adding the
purpose of this
transformative step was to
facilitate smoother capital
investment paths for small
businesses.

President FPCCI stresses
the need to revisit the

economic policies
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: President
FPCCI Mr. Atif Ikram
Sheikh said that the
business community is the
backbone of the economy
and the FPCCI would take
all possible measures to
address their key issues.
He said that we strongly
believing in teamwork, he
would ensure maximum
participation of the
business Community
representing different
Chambers and
Associations of the
country for economic

prosperity and
development of the
country, along with welfare
of the business community.

He further said that
we will play positive role
and take necessary
initiatives to solve the
problems faced by business
community of Pakistan
and FPCCI will play

leading role in development
of Pakistan as well as to
solve the problems of
Unemployment also.

He reiterated that
now it’s our duty to take
steps to resolve the issues
and problems of Business
Community of Pakistan
without any differences for
the betterment of Pakistan
and for the betterment of
Business Community of
Pakistan.

He was addressing
different delegations of the
members of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &

Industry (ICCI), Pakistan
Overseas Employment
Promoters Association
(POEPA) & Rawalpindi
Chamber of Small Traders &
Small Industry who visited
FPCCI Capital Office for
presenting bouquets and
felicitations to the whole team
of UBG on historic victory in
the recent elections of FPCCI.KARACHI: Workers prepare different political

parties flags and banners ahead of the forthcoming
general election in Provincial Capital.

Zong 4G, ASA Pakistan signs
agreement for communication
& data connectivity solutions

IMF tranche: LCCI sees
positive impact on economy

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Zong 4G, Pakistan’s
leading digital
communication company,
has signed a corporate
partnership agreement
with ASA Pakistan Limited,
a leading Microfinance
Bank, to provide data and
voice services for their
customers.

Farooq Raza Khan,
Director Govt. &
Corporate Sales & Services
Zong CMPAK and CEO
ASA Pakistan Saeed Uddin
Khan signed the

partnership on behalf of
their respective
organizations.

“Zong Business team
strives to provide each client
with industry-leading
tailored solutions that can
enhance their business
productivity and streamline
their processes,” a news
release said. A spokesperson
for Zong 4G said, “Our
partnership with ASA
Pakistan (MFB) Limited is
a testament to our
commitment to excellence
and innovation.

LAHORE (INP): Office-
bearers of the Lahore
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry including
President Kashif Anwar,
Senior Vice President Zafar
Mehmood Chaudhry and
Vice President Adnan
Khalid Butt on Friday
welcomed the approval of
a $700 million tranche by
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) for Pakistan,
hailing it as ‘excellent news
for the economy’. They
commended the present
regime for its efforts,
acknowledging the approval
from the IMF Executive
Board after completing the
first review of Pakistan’s
economic reform programme.

The LCCI office-bearers
anticipated that the
approved $700 million
would invigorate economic
indicators, instill
confidence in both local and
foreign investors, stabilize
the rupee, and positively
impact the stock market.
Highlighting the
importance of encouraging
expatriate Pakistanis, they
urged for increased home
remittances and support
for export-oriented
industries to boost exports.

In the wake of this
positive development, the
LCCI office-bearers urged
authorities to focus on two
key areas for economic
reform.

1st cross-border
oil project hits
300,000 tons

mark: SCODA
BEIJING (APP): The first
international bulk oil trade
project, a collaboration
between the Pakistan-
China Center, Pakistan,
and East Sea Group, China,
was launched recently in
the China-SCO Local
Economic and Trade
C o o p e r a t i o n
Demonstration Area
(SCODA), Qingdao,
Shangdong, China.

Under the project,
the ini t ial  batch of
Malaysia blend crude oil,
totalling 300,000 tons,
underscores a deepening
of investment
cooperat ion between
SCODA and Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organizat ion (SCO)
member countries, China
Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Friday.

Fang Yulong, Chief
Execut ive  Off i ce r  o f
Eas t  Sea  Gr o u p ,
expressed confidence in
expanding into the SCO
memb e r  co u n t r i e s ’
markets, attributing it
t o  t h e  su p p o r t  an d
assistance received from
SCODA.

Two resigned, others may follow…
By Qamar Bashir

Press Secretary to the President(Rtd); Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

In Pakistan, an atmo-
sphere of palpable excite-
ment and tumult prevails,
akin to the thick smog in
Punjab and Lahore, where
visibility is so limited that
even one’s own hands
become unseen. Every
passing moment is laden
with significant and
breaking news, con-
stantly keeping the pub-
lic on edge. Unfortu-
nately, this pervasive
frenzy is not a harbinger
of hope but rather a thick
cloud of war alarms that
hangs over the nation,
casting a shadow on as-
pirations for a better fu-
ture. In this relentless
struggle to outmaneuver
rivals, the foundational
pillars of the state and its
institutions are engaged
in a perilous game of pull-
ing each other down.

The Senate, pitted
against the Judiciary, has
taken a bold step by pass-
ing a resolution calling
for an indefinite delay in
the upcoming elections.
This move, a direct chal-
lenge to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, which
had firmly set the election
date for February 8, 2024,
serves as a mockery of
the highest court’s his-
toric decision.

The Supreme Court,
issued a stern rebuke to
the Lahore High Court,
asserting in no uncertain
terms that the court is
complicit with those seek-
ing to delay elections for
their vested interests.

The PTI’s struggle
over the BAT symbol has
become a legal
rollercoaster, marked by

conflicting decisions.
Despite the Peshawar
High Court’s back-and-
forth on allocating the
symbol, the Election
Commission chose to
disregard court orders
and withhold the em-
blem. PTI swiftly re-
sponded by filing a con-
tempt petition, slated for
tomorrow (12th Jan 2024).
The Election Commission
is all set to file an appeal
before the Supreme
Court. The deliberate
choice of the Peshawar
High Court, over the po-
tentially jurisdictional
Islamabad High Court,
underscores PTI’s reso-
lute belief in the latter’s
compromise.

The two judges of
the Supreme Court have
already tendered their
resignations, with the
looming possibility of
more following suit. If this
trend continues, it could
plunge the credibility and
impartiality of both the
Supreme Court and the
Chief Justice into intense
scrutiny, potentially ren-
dering the apex court
practically dysfunctional.

The rift within the
Supreme Court was initi-
ated by an audacious
move from an unfamiliar
lawyer, Mian Dawood,
who, in February 2023,
filed a complaint against
Justice Mazahar Naqvi.
The complaint alleges
violations of the code of
conduct for judges out-
lined in Clause (8) of Ar-
ticle 209 of the Constitu-
tion. The accusations
leveled against Justice
Naqvi include miscon-
duct, the creation of ille-
gal assets, and the accu-
mulation of wealth
through frontmen. Later,
this complaint was turned
into a formal complaint.
The SJC issued two
show-cause notices, de-
manding that Justice
Naqvi explain the appar-

ent inconsistencies in his
financial records.

Justice Naqvi, vehe-
mently denied any
wrongdoing and labeled
the show-cause notices
as politically motivated
tools wielded against
him. He filed a petition
with the Supreme Court
seeking a stay order. The
Supreme Court’s dis-
missal of Naqvi’s petition
proved to be a turning
point. With the SJC inves-
tigation set to move for-
ward, Naqvi opted for a
dramatic exit. In a concise
resignation letter, he
maintained his innocence
but acknowledged that
continuing under such a
cloud of suspicion was
untenable.

Justice Naqvi’s resig-
nation left more questions
than answers. Did it sig-
nify an admission of guilt,
or was it a strategic retreat
from a perceived unfair
process?. Was it  a tacit
acknowledgement of
wrongdoing or a desper-
ate attempt to escape scru-
tiny?. As a former Deputy
Commissioner of Income
Tax with over a decade of
experience, I assert with
confidence that the allega-
tions against Muzhar
Naqvi, revolving around
property transactions at
significantly disparate
values, resonate across
civil and military officers,
politicians, judges, and
business figures. If such
practices were absent,
and all individuals ad-
hered strictly to legal ob-
ligations, our nation might
have charted a different
course.

The inherent incon-
sistency in the handling
of similar circumstances,
particularly the parallel
allegations against Qazi
Faez Isa, raises ques-
tions about the fairness
of the entire episode. In
a situation where allega-
tions against Isa were

dismissed, and accusa-
tions of amassing wealth
exceeding 12 billion by
former Army Chief Qamar
Javaid Bajwa only led to
the incarceration of
those disclosing this in-
formation, it suggests a
nuanced and potentially
unjust dimension to the
legal proceedings.

Recalling the allega-
tions against Qazi Faez
Isa, pertaining to the ac-
quisition of three London
properties leased in the
names of his wife and
children between 2011
and 2015, raises parallels
with the current situation,
emphasizing the need for
consistency and fairness
in addressing such mat-
ters across different indi-
viduals and institutions.
Let us peruse, the Su-
preme Judicial Council
decision point wise.

The reference to be
of no legal effect, non
maintainable whatsoever
and stands quashed.
Reference was filed with
malafide intention, pre-
maturity and  lack of
evidence”.Government
agencies including the
FIA secretly obtained in-
formation about the pe-
titioner and his family in
clear transgression of
Articles 4 and 14 of the
Constitution

Similar observa-
tions can be extended to
the case involving Jus-
tice Mazahar Naqvi. The
petitioner, in this in-
stance, is a lawyer who
doesn’t bear any direct
impact from the alleged
property transactions
with Justice Naqvi. There
is no record of the peti-
tioner engaging in prop-
erty transactions with the
judge, neither as a buyer
nor a seller, and there-
fore, lacks a legitimate
basis to possess de-
tailed information about
Justice Naqvi’s proper-
ties or their transactional

intricacies.
It becomes apparent

that the origin of such de-
tailed information is likely
rooted in the historical
practices of influential
and powerful sectors,
known for exerting pres-
sure, offering bribes, and
cultivating relationships
with judges. It’s a recur-
ring pattern that refer-
ences or complaints are
often filed against judges
and officials who resist
yielding to illegal de-
mands made through
proxies. This under-
scores the challenges and
pressures faced by those
within the judiciary who
choose to uphold their
integrity and indepen-
dence in the face of ex-
ternal influence. Having
reviewed the income tax
and wealth tax returns of
numerous politicians, bu-
reaucrats, and military
officials during my ten-
ure, the reality is that the
allegations leveled
against Justice Mazahar
are likely applicable to the
tax returns of many indi-
viduals.

The narrative takes
a disconcerting turn
when defending vested
interests led to the
sweeping abolition of
laws and the abrupt halt
of critical surveys. Dur-
ing an economic survey
in 2001 that documented
previously undeclared
immovable properties of
numerous army officers,
not only was the wealth
tax abolished, but the
entire survey was
abruptly terminated.

In light of this con-
text, a pertinent question
emerges: why was the
applicant who filed the
reference not summoned
for an inquiry into the
sources of information
within the FBR? Why did
the FBR, exclusively
vested with jurisdiction
over tax matters, escape

admonishment for leak-
ing sensitive in forma-
tion against an honor-
able judge? Why did the
SJC encroach upon the
exclusive jurisdiction of
the FBR? The inconsis-
tency in arguments, no-
tably the acceptance of
similar arguments in the
case of Qazi Faez Isa but
their rejection in the case
of Justice Mazahar
Naqvi, raises eyebrows.

These apparent
contradictions and dis-
crepancies in the argu-
ments and proceedings
of the SJC likely contrib-
uted to Justice Ijaz Ul
Ahsan dissent and sub-
sequent resignation. In
his dissenting note, he
unequivocally called for
the withdrawal of the
show cause notice issued
to Justice Mazahir Naqvi.
Expressing concern over
the council’s actions, he
criticized the hasty and
unconventional proceed-
ings, deeming them con-
trary to established tradi-
tions and legal require-
ments. The looming pos-
sibility of other judges
with similar reservations
following suit in resign-
ing could render the Su-
preme Court dysfunc-
tional for a considerable
period. A political dimen-
sion becomes apparent
in what is perceived as
part of the London plan,
as articulated by spokes-
person Marriyum
Aurangzeb. In response
to the resignations of
Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan and
Mazahar Ali Akbar
Naqvi, she declared that
the alleged conspiracy
bench against former
Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif had reached its
conclusion. This politi-
cal interpretation adds a
layer of complexity to the
resignations, suggesting
a connection to broader
political agendas and
machinations.
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Women empowerment
is very important for

gender equality: Baligh
Independent Report

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman attended
a ceremony organized by
the National Commission
on Status of Women,
Government of Pakistan,
regarding the
empowerment of women
as chief guest at a local hotel
today. Chairperson
National Commission on
Status of Women Nilofar
Bakhtiar and others were
present on this occasion.

Addressing the
ceremony, Punjab
Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman said that
women empowerment is
very important for gender
equality. He said that
women are contributing to
the development of
country by working side
by side in various fields
along with looking after
their families and children.

He said that our
religion, Islam, and the
Constitution of Pakistan
guarantee  equal economic,
social, and human rights for
all citizens. In our religion,
the example of Hazrat
Khadija (RA) is in front of
us, who was a successful
business woman.

He said that in order
to empower women, it is
very important to provide
them with easy access to
educational institutions
and facilities in educational
institutions. He said that
economic independence
not only increases the
confidence of women but
also reduces the burden on
other family members.

In our society, women
are working in every field
and proving their mettle,
adding he said that today
Pakistani women are
aerospace engineers,
pilots, police officers. Even

in our villages, women
work side by side with men
in the fields. Governor
Punjab further said that by
empowering women, the
goals of development in the
country’s economy can be
achieved.

He said that the
performance and skills of
women are much better
than men in many fields.
Governor Punjab said that
the governments that
started institutions like
Commission on Status of 
Women and projects like
Women on Wheels to
empower women should
be appreciated.  Governor
Punjab said that the
Government of Pakistan
and many institutions of
the Government of Punjab
are active for women’s
welfare, economic
independence and poverty
alleviation by providing
women with easy loans.

KP Govt ready for transparent
conduct of elections: CM KP

PESHAWAR (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Syed Arshad Hussain Shah
here on Friday said that
transparent conduct of
elections was the primary
responsibility of the
caretaker government and
the government was ready
in this regard.

Addressing a
ceremony, he said that the
Supreme Court and the
Election Commission had
been informed in connection
with the free elections,
adding that there was a
shortage of 56,000 officials
to perform the election duty.

The chief minister is

also taking steps for the
betterment of the province
and the people

He said that the
provincial government was
actively working for peace,
order, better governance
and provision of facilities
to the people and taking
pragmatic steps in this
regard.

The CM said that the
government was working
for the welfare of the
people and taking measures
to train 500,000 youth to
send them to Gulf countries
for better opportunities.

After the inclusion of
tribal districts, the share of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has

increased, adding that the
Prime Minister was keen
to address the problems
here and had established a
committee in this regard.

Meanwhile, as an
important step towards
good governance in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Caretaker
Chief Minister Justice ®
Syed Arshad Hussain Shah
on Friday launched a
Digital Dashboard under
the “Khushal Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa” Initiative
for real-time monitoring of
provincial departments,
and other public service
delivery outlets at
divisional and district
levels.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman addressing the
ceremony regarding Women Empowerment organized by National
Commission on Status of Women.

Naqvi displeased with
poor cleanliness in PIC

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
expressed displeasure over
poor cleanliness, marks of
dust and stains on tiles and
counters during his
inspection of the newly
constructed emergency of
the Punjab Institute of
Cardiology (PIC).

He summoned the
contractor, officials from
the C&W department and
the medical superintendent
for an immediate
explanation. He pointed
out the signs of neglect in
cleanliness arrangements
and dust on tiles,
expressing dismay over the
situation. Inspecting the
emergency, the CM
questioned why the
cleanliness conditions were
so subpar. He summoned

the commissioner and
directed immediate
improvements in
cleanliness arrangements.
He emphasized that poor
cleanliness in the new
emergency was
unacceptable.

He also enquired
about the well-being of a
patient in a wheelchair,
lifting a fallen file from the
floor and placing it back on
the wheelchair. The patient
expressed gratitude to the
CM for his gesture. He also
addressed the complaint of
a patient from Gujrat about
delayed scheduling for
angiography. Ordering
immediate action, he
instructed the MS to
expedite the angiography
procedure. The health
secretary and others were
also present.

Six dacoits killed in
two police encounters

RAWALPINDI (APP): Six
dacoits were killed here as
a result of heavy cross-
firing during two police
encounters in the
jurisdiction of Race Course
and Morgah Police
Stations, said a police
spokesman.

He informed that
Rawalpindi District Police
on Thursday in an
important action in the
case of the murder of a
British citizen during a
robbery three days ago,
succeeded to kill four
dacoits, members of an
inter-provincial gang who
were involved in the
incident.

According to details,
the dacoits opened firing
on the police party in the

Race Course area late on
Thursday night and during
cross-firing, four were
killed.

The suspects had
shot dead a citizen namely
Tasaraf Mehmood on his
return from the UK in the
Race Course area. The gang
used police uniforms during
the robbery incidents.
Members of the inter-
provincial gang were also
involved in dacoits in
Karachi, Lahore,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi.

City Police Officer,
Rawalpindi Syed Khalid
Hamdani had taken notice
of the incident of murder
of a British citizen during
a robbery and formed
special teams to arrest the
accused.

Minister underscores
urgency to address climate

change challenges

Real beauty of
Abbottabad to be

restored thru KPCIP
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
I r r i g a t i o n ,
Communications and
Works Ahmad Jan and
Caretaker Provincial Local
Government Minister Amir
Nadeem Durrani Friday
have said that we all have
to restore the original
beauty of Abbottabad city
by working responsibly on
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
City Improvement Project
(KPCIP).

They said that the
major issues of Abbottabad
city are clean drinking

water, cleanliness,   traffic
restoration, shifting of solid
waste and installation of
solid waste plant and
construction of
Abbottabad Motorway
Interchange.

Both expressed these
views while presiding over
a high-level meeting of
officers of various
departments at
Commissioner House
Abbottabad following the
directives of caretaker
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Justice
Retired Syed Arshad
Hussain Shah.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Caretaker Finance Minister,
Ahmad Rasul Bangash here
Friday underscored the
urgency of addressing
climate change challenges,
recognizing them as a global
imperative that demands
collective action

He was the Chief
Guest in a workshop that
was organized by UK-
Aid-funded Sustainable
Energy and Economic
Development (SEED). The
workshop titled

‘Navigating Voluntary
Carbon Markets in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’ was aimed

to explore how KP can
realize its significant
capacity for nature-based
solutions and renewable
energy projects.

Caretaker minister
highlighted the adverse
impacts already affecting
communities and
ecosystems emphasizing
the need for innovative
approaches to mitigate
environmental risks and
build resilience.

Naqvi visits
Mayo Hospital
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has directed to
install appropriate-sized
signboards for the
convenience of patients
and their attendants at
Mayo Hospital, during an
inspection of the
upgradation of the
hospital’s emergency
block, which is in its final
stage on Friday.

He further directed
that the finishing touches
should be completed
expeditiously with high
standards.

 The CM also
emphasized the need for
the timely completion of all
tasks while maintaining the
quality of work.

The KEMU principal
was also present.

Dr Javed says:
Govt has

introduced AI
in hospitals

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Punjab Health
Minister Prof Dr. Javed
Akram said that the
government had introduced
a historic artificial
intelligence systems in
government hospitals
across the province .

Speaking at a book
launch event, he
emphasized the need for
innovation in daily life and
highlighted the pivotal role
of technology in the
development of powerful
economies worldwide.

During his address,
Dr. Akram stressed the
importance of evidence-
based policies in addressing
Pakistan’s challenges and
advocated for local
technology development
instead of relying on
imports. He lamented the
absence of biotechnology
plants in Pakistan and
urged a collective effort,
suggesting an all-party
conference to enhance the
system.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi enquiring about the health of patient
sitting on a wheel chair during his visit to (New
Emergency) Punjab Institute of Cardiology.

PESHAWAR :  Chairman Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Squash Association Qamar Zaman.  Called on
Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Justice (R) Syed Arshad Hussain Shah.

US, British militaries launch
massive retaliatory strike against
Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen
Houthi rebels say US-led strikes in Yemen killed 5 of

their forces, raising Mideast tensions
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The U.S.
and British militaries
bombed more than a dozen
sites used by the Iranian-
backed Houthis in Yemen
on Thursday, in a massive
retaliatory strike using war-
ship- and submarine-
launched Tomahawk mis-
siles and fighter jets, U.S.
officials said.

The U.S. Air Force’s
Mideast command said it
struck over 60 targets at 16
sites in Yemen, including
“command-and-control
nodes, munitions depots,
launching systems, produc-
tion facilities and air defense
radar systems.”

President Joe Biden
said the strikes were meant
to demonstrate that the
U.S. and its allies “will not
tolerate” the militant
group’s ceaseless attacks on
the Red Sea. And he said
they only made the move
after attempts at diplomatic
negotiations and careful de-
liberation.

Meanwhile: U.S.-led
airstrikes on Yemen’s
Houthi rebels in response
to their attacks on Red Sea
shipping pulled the world’s
focus Friday back on the
yearslong war raging there,

Erdogan accuses US,
Britain of trying to turn
Red Sea into ‘sea of blood’

Asked by reporters
about the overnight air and
sea strikes by U.S. and Brit-
ish forces across Yemen in
retaliation against Iran-
backed Houthi forces for at-
tacks on Red Sea shipping,
the Turkish president said
these were not proportion-
ate. “All that has been done
is a disproportionate use of
force,” Erdogan said after
Friday prayers in Istanbul.

“At the moment,
they are trying to turn the
Red Sea into a sea of blood
and Yemen,  with the
Houthis and by using all
of its force.

World watches as Israel
faces genocide case

China urges all
parties in Yemen

to prevent
conflict expansion

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING:  Expressing
concern over escalation
of tensions in the Red
Sea, a Chinese foreign
ministry spokesperson
on Friday called on all
s ides  to  preven t  the
Yemen conflict from ex-
panding.

“We urge the rel-
evan t  part ies  to  keep
calm and exercise re-
straint  to  prevent  the
conflict from expanding,”
Mao Ning said during the
regular briefing.

Monitoring Desk
THE HAGUE: South Af-
rica accused Israel on
Thursday of carrying out
genocide in Gaza and de-
manded that the UN’s top
court order an emergency
suspension of Israel’s dev-
astating military campaign
in the Palestinian enclave.

On the first of two
days of hearings at the In-
ternational Court of Justice
(ICJ), also known as the
World Court, South Africa
said Israel’s attack on Gaza,
which has demolished
much of the coastal enclave
and killed more than 23,000
people, aimed to bring

about “the destruction of
the (territory’s) popula-
tion”.

“The intent to destroy
Gaza has been nurtured at
the highest level of state,”
Tembeka Ngcukaitobi, ad-
vocate of the High Court of
South Africa, told the court.
He said Israel’s political and
military leaders, including
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, were among
“the genocidal inciters”.

“That is evident from
the way in which this mili-
tary attack is being con-
ducted,” he said.

Israel rejected the ac-
cusations of genocide as

Monitoring Desk
ANKAR: Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan on
Friday slammed the US and
British strikes on Houthi
targets in Yemen as a dis-
proportionate use of force
and accused the two coun-
tries of trying to turn the
Red Sea into a “sea of
blood”. Turkey, a NATO
member, has strongly
criticised Israel for its war
in Gaza aimed at wiping
out Palestinian militant
group Hamas, and has re-
peatedly slammed Western
countries for supporting
Israel’s campaign.

Blast kills two
in Kabul’s

Hazara enclave
Monitoring Desk

KABUL: Two people were
killed and 12 wounded in
an explosion in western
Kabul on Thursday, police
said, in the third deadly
blast to hit the Afghan capi-
tal in less than a week.

Kabul police spokes-
man Khalid Zadran said a gre-
nade was detonated outside a
commercial centre in the
Dasht-e-Barchi area, an en-
clave of the historically op-
pressed Hazara community.

“The initial information
shows that unfortunately
two civilian compatriots
were martyred and 12 oth-
ers were wounded,” Zadran
said in a statement. By early
evening the road in front of
the centre was open but doz-
ens of security personnel.

even as tensions rise across
a Middle East already torn
by Israel’s war on Hamas
in the Gaza Strip.

The strikes killed at
least  five people and
wounded six, the Houthis
said, without elaborating
on what was targeted.

Associated Press jour-
nalists in Yemen’s capital,
Sanaa, heard four explosions
early Friday local time.

Two residents of
Hodieda, Amin Ali Saleh
and Hani Ahmed, said they
heard five strong explosions
hitting the western port area
of the city, which lies on
the Red Sea and is the larg-
est port city controlled by
the Houthis. Eyewitnesses
who spoke with the AP
also said they saw strikes
in Taiz and Dhamar, cities
south of Sanaa.

Maldives’ President Mohamed Muizzu, his wife Sajidha Mohamed, Chinese
President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng Liyuan posing for photos during a
welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

Finnish presidential
frontrunner seeks ‘more

European’ NATO

Serbia says it is disappointed
with possible US sale of

anti-tank missiles to Kosovo

Monitoring Desk
HELSINKI: Finnish presi-
dential frontrunner
Alexander Stubb said on
Thursday NATO should
become “more European”
and that his country would
remain an important part-
ner for the United States
whether or not Donald
Trump is re-elected.

In an interview with
Reuters, Stubb promised
unconditional support for
Ukraine and ruled out an
improvement in Finland’s
relations with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
until Moscow stops the
war against Kyiv.

Stubb, 55, leads opin-
ion polls before Finland’s
Jan. 28 presidential elec-
tion, which precedes presi-
dential elections this year
in neighbouring Russia and
the United States.

The former prime
minister hopes to succeed
Sauli Niinisto, who is retir-
ing at 75 after two six-year
terms, having been nick-
named “the Putin

whisperer” for his role in
keeping lines open with
Russia’s leader before the
2022 invasion of Ukraine.

Helsinki’s relations
with Moscow deteriorated
after the invasion and sank
further when Finland, in a
historic break with tradition
prompted by the invasion,
joined NATO last April.

Stubb signalled clearly
that he would lean towards
the West if elected presi-
dent and said it was “very
important that we in Eu-
rope take care of our own
defence.”

“So in that sense, I’m
very much along the lines
of the current Finnish presi-
dent, Sauli Niinisto, who
said that we need a more
European NATO,” he said
in the interview.

“I think the Ameri-
cans will not leave us
alone (on our own), but
it’s always useful to be
prepared in the situation
whereby we have to take
more responsibility for
our own defence.”

Monitoring Desk
BELGRADE: The United
States has received
Kosovo’s request to pur-
chase Javelin anti-tank mis-
siles, the U.S. ambassador
to Serbia on Thursday told
President Aleksandar
Vuèiæ, who expressed
“deep disappointment.”

The U.S. State De-
partment said later Thurs-
day that it approved the
possible sale of the 246
missiles and related equip-
ment to Kosovo for an es-
timated cost of $75 million.

“This proposed sale
will support the foreign
policy goals and national
security of the United
States by improving the
security of a European
partner which is an im-
portant force for politi-
cal and economic stabil-
ity in Europe,” the U.S.
State Department’s Bu-
reau of Political-Military

Affairs said.
A statement by

Vuèiæ’s office said U.S.
Ambassador Christopher
Hill told him that the U.S.
State Department will send
Kosovo’s request to Con-
gress, which reviews for-
eign arms sales.

Kosovo is a former
Serbian province which de-
clared independence in
2008. The U.S. and most
Western nations recognize
Kosovo’s statehood, while
Serbia as well as ally Rus-
sia and China don’t.

Serbia’s president said
that “for us, it is of great
importance that the peace
in the region is not broken
and that Serbia will con-
tinue to act responsibly and
contribute to stability in the
Balkans.”

The proposed sale of
the missile system to
Kosovo comes during ten-
sions in the region.

Russia condemns US and
UK for ‘irresponsible’

strikes on Yemen
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russia condemned the United States and
Britain on Friday for their military strikes on Yemen,
which Moscow said amounted to an irresponsible ad-
venture that risked sowing chaos across the entire
Middle East.

The United States and Britain launched strikes
from the air and sea against Houthi military targets in
Yemen in response to the Iran-backed movement’s at-
tacks on ships in the Red Sea since the start of the
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

Russia, an ally of Iran and a partner of key Arab
powers, called for an urgent meeting of the United Na-
tions Security Council on Friday to discuss the issue.

“We strongly condemn these irresponsible ac-
tions by the United States and its allies,” Maria
Zakharova, Russia’s foreign ministry spokes-
woman, told reporters.

South Africa’s Minister of Justice Ronald Lamola stands near pro-Palestinian
protesters after addressing the media near the International Court of Justice
(ICJ), on the day judges hear a request for emergency measures by South Africa
to order Israel to stop its military actions in Gaza, in The Hague, Netherlands.
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ISLAMABAD: Girls students are waiting for van
outside their school in Sector G-6 after pack up
time , in Federal Capital.

Special Assistant to Prime Minister for Human Rights and Women Empow-
erment, Mushaal Hussein Mullick, addressing the inaugural session of
Rawalpindi District-level Kashmir Consultative Committee.

Special Traffic education,
enforcement campaign

in full swing
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad

Capital Police took
prompt action against un-
derage motorcyclists and
drivers and imposed fines
on them under the cam-
paign of Special Traffic
education and
enforcement.CTO

Following the direc-
tions of Islamabad Capital
City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the Islamabad Capi-
tal Police launched a spe-
cial traffic education and
enforcement campaign in
order to solve the traffic
related problems faced by
the citizens on roads, a po-
lice public relations officer
said.

He said that, cam-
paign is underway against
underage bikers, those in-
volved in rash driving and
violating traffic rules. Un-
der the supervision of chief
traffic officer Islamabad,
zonal DSP’s are ensuring

strict action against those
violating traffic rules.In
this regard, Islamabad capi-

tal police already formed
special squads to set up
special roadblocks in ma-
jor highways and squares
of Islamabad in order to
take strict legal action
against underage drivers
and other traffic rules vio-
lators.

Pamphlets and leaf-
lets are being distributed to
create awareness among
citizens.

While various teams
of the education wing are
spreading awareness about
road safety rules among the
road users.

Following the efforts
of these measures, several
underage motorcyclists
and traffic rules violators
were fined, while unregis-
tered bikes were also im-
pounded at different police
stations.

Parents are also re-
quested to fulfill their re-
sponsibility.

Average 1,700 posts with corporate data surface on dark web: Report
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Kaspersky Digital Foot-
print Intelligence team has
over the past two years
uncovered almost 40,000
dark web posts about the
sale of internal corporate
information.

These posts – created
by cybercriminals – are
used to buy, sell, or dis-
tribute data stolen from
various companies
through cyberattacks. The
number of posts offering
access to corporate infra-
structure has seen a 16%
increase compared to the
previous year. Worldwide,
every third company was
referenced in dark web
posts associated with the
sales of data or access.

Kaspersky Digital
Footprint Intelligence ex-
perts observed an average

of 1,731 dark web mes-
sages per month about the
sale, purchase and distri-
bution of internal corpo-
rate databases and docu-
ments, totaling almost
40,000 messages between
January 2022 and Novem-
ber 2023. The monitored
resources encompassed
dark web forums, blogs,
and also shadow Telegram
channels.

Another category of
data available on the dark
web is access to corporate
infrastructures allowing
cybercriminals to pur-
chase pre-existing access
to a company, enabling at-
tackers to streamline their
efforts. According to
Kaspersky’s research,
more than 6,000 dark web
messages have been adver-
tising such offers in Janu-

ary 2022-November 2023.
Currently, cybercriminals
are increasingly offering
access, with the average
number of corresponding
monthly messages wit-
nessing a 16% rise from
246 in 2022 to 286 in
2023.

While the number of
messages may not seem
high, it doesn’t diminish
the potential magnitude of
the issue. With the loom-
ing threat of supply chain
attacks in the coming year,
even breaches targeting
smaller companies could
escalate to impact numer-
ous individuals and busi-
nesses globally.

“Not every message
on the dark web contains
new and unique informa-
tion. Some offers can be
repetitive; for instance,

when a malicious actor
aims to quickly sell data,
they may post it on dif-
ferent underground fo-
rums to reach a larger au-
dience of potential crimi-
nal buyers. Moreover,
certain databases might be
combined and presented
as new.

 For instance, there
are ‘combolists’ - data-
bases that aggregate infor-
mation from various pre-
viously leaked databases,
such as passwords for a
specific email address,”
explains Anna
Pavlovskaya, expert at
Kaspersky Digital Foot-
print Intelligence.

To further enhance
security of businesses
worldwide,  Kaspersky
Digital Footprint Intelli-
gence experts t racked

mentions of 700 random
companies related to cor-
porate data being com-
promised in 2022, pro-
v i d in g  in fo r mat i o n
ab o u t  cyb er t h rea t s
o r ig in a t in g  f ro m th e
dark web.

The findings revealed
that 233 organizations –
one-in-three companies –
were mentioned in dark
web posts related to the
illicit exchange of data.
These references specifi-
cally involved topics such
as data breaches, stolen
access to infrastructure, or
compromised accounts.

More statistics about
dark web discussions are
presented on Securelist,
while the Kaspersky Digi-
tal Footprint Intelligence
website provides a com-
prehensive incident re-

sponse playbook for han-
dling leak-related inci-
dents.

To avoid threats re-
lated to data breaches, it
is worth implementing the
following security in-
cludes Swift identification
and response to data
breaches is essential.

Essentially, a com-
pany must gather evi-
dence to confirm the at-
tack occurred and that data
has been compromised.

Continuously moni-
toring the dark web allows
for the detection of both
fake and real breach-re-
lated posts, as well as the
tracking of spikes in mali-
cious activity. Given the
resource-intensive nature
of dark web monitoring,
external experts often take
on this responsibility.

4 members of
bike lifter gang
arrested; six
stolen motor-
bikes recovered

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Police Ramna po-
lice team have arrested four
wanted members of a noto-
rious bike lifter gang in-
volved in numerous bike
theft activities and recov-
ered six stolen motorbikes,
cash and number plates
from their possession, a
public relations officer said.

He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice officer (ICCPO) Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
had categorically started a
crackdown against criminal
elements in order to save the
precious lives and property
of citizens.

Following these direc-
tions, the Ramna police
team used technical and
human resources and suc-
ceeded in apprehending
four wanted members of a
notorious bike lifter gang
involved in numerous bike
lifting activities in various
areas of Ramna police sta-
tion.

70 countries leading health experts,
diplomats projected Pakistan’s
image positively: Nadeem Jan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health Dr Nadeem Jan
Friday congratulated nation
over the successful conclu-
sion of Global health Secu-
rity summit with participa-
tion of more than 70 coun-
tries leading health experts
and diplomats which has
projected the Pakistan’s
image positively.

Talking to a Private
news channel, minister said
that Pakistan has initiated
a platform to boost the
health system strongly and
it would provide a regular
platform for nations to re-
view progress, share in-
sights, and discuss emerg-
ing health challenges on a

global scale.
He said that this health

summit forum will also
boost the confidence of
world for Pakistan’s health
system, adding, Pakistan
has a capable pharmacy
workforce whom we can
export and utilize for other
countries in time of any
Pandemic like situation.

Collaborative efforts
of policy makers, experts,
policymakers, and stake-
holders from around the
world will further improve
the health systems of poor
countries, he added.

He emphasized the
need for continued collabo-
ration, and the implemen-
tation of evidence-based

strategies to safeguard glo-
bal health.

He said the moot had
served as a great opportu-
nity of bringing together in-
ternational and national ex-
perts to share expertise and
knowledge for a safer
world.

Dr Nadeem Jan said
holding of the international
conference had proved that
the country could play a
key role in the health sec-
tor and it also sustained the
dignity of Pakistan globally.

The summit symbol-
ized unwavering commit-
ment to furthering a safer
world, where health secu-
rity knew no borders, he
added.

Chairman BISP emphasizes
digital literacy, financial
inclusion of needy women

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman of Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP), Dr. Amjad Saqib
Friday underscored the im-
portance of opening bank
accounts for needy women,
emphasizing digital literacy
and financial inclusion.

He was presiding over
a high level meeting to re-
view the progress on the
BISP’s key initiatives, in-
cluding enrollment of wid-
ows, inclusion  of adoles-
cents in Nashonuma, Hy-
brid Social Protection
Scheme and Benazir Social
Protection Accounts.

During the meeting,
Dr. Amjad Saqib empha-
sized the BISP’s commit-
ment to serving the impov-
erished.

Secretary BISP, Amer
Ali Ahmad provided a de-
tailed overview of the
agenda items during the
meeting.

The Director Generals
(DGs) of various wings
also updated the Chairman
BISP on the discussed top-
ics. DG NSER/CCT,
Naveed Akbar informed the
meeting that the target for
opening accounts under the
Benazir Social Protection
Accounts had been success-

fully achieved, with a total
of 9,800 accounts opened.

Furthermore, 6,700
applications were received
under the BISP Saving
Scheme. Data of 8,900 wid-
ows have been identified.

The Financial Lit-
eracy program, spanning 13
districts and benefiting
4,000 needy women, has
been successfully com-
pleted.

Dr. Amjad Saqib urged
that field offices receive
training to educate under-
privileged women about
Social Protection Accounts,
identifying those who al-
ready possess bank ac-
counts as a priority.

He instructed the of-
ficials to ensure the
operationalization of ac-
counts opened under the
Benazir Social Protection
Accounts, BISP Saving
Scheme, and the Financial
Literacy program by the
end of January.

Present at the meeting
were Additional Secretary
BISP, Dr. Muhammad
Tahir Noor, DG Finance
Wasim Ahmad and DG OM
Dr. Asim Ijaz whereas
Zonal Director Generals of
BISP also virtually partici-
pated in the meeting.

IHC issues contempt of
court notice to chairman

CDA on sale of plot
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has issued con-
tempt of court notice to
chairman CDA Anwar ul
Haq and on sale of plot by
CDA to a citizen in a grave
yard.

IHC has observed the
citizen who has got plot
from CDA kept on making
rounds of CDA office for
10 years in connection with
substitute plot outside
graveyard.

CDA officers gave
statement that they would

provide substitute plot to
citizen but they did not
comply with court’s orders.

Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri has
summoned CDA officers on
January 25 on the applica-
tion of the citizen.

Contempt of court
notice has been also issued
to member estate CDA
Tariq Salam Marwat and
director Tabinda Tariq.

Member Estate CDA
Tariq Salam Marwat re-
fused to implement court’s
orders.

Islamabad police
enhances security

measures in red zone
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
police have implemented
enhanced security measures
in the high security zone
and directed officials to re-
main vigilant during their
shifts, keeping a close eye
on suspicious vehicles and
individuals. In a recent di-
rective, ICCPO Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan emphasized the
need for a proactive ap-
proach to ensure the safety
of pivotal government and
private establishments, dip-
lomatic missions, and other
vital assets situated within
the high security zone. The
directive called for a meticu-
lous focus on effective se-
curity protocols to swiftly
address any untoward inci-
dents. SP High Security
Zone, Saud Khan, led a cru-
cial meeting with police of-
ficers and representatives
from various government
and private institutions

operating within the Red
Zone. During the meeting,
attendees were briefed on
the importance of uphold-
ing the highest standards of
diligence and professional-
ism in their duties.

Security personnel as-
signed to the Red Zone
were specifically instructed
to remain vigilant during
their shifts, keeping a close
eye on suspicious vehicles
and individuals. The aim is
to fortify the security ap-
paratus, ensuring a rapid
response to any potential
security threats.

SP High Security
Zone emphasized the sig-
nificance of fostering posi-
tive relationships with citi-
zens and encouraged secu-
rity personnel to engage with
the community. A special
appeal was made to the pub-
lic, urging them to report any
perceived suspicious activ-
ity or individuals promptly.

Sheikh withdraws
nomination papers

from NA-56
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Former interior minister
Sheikh Rashid has with-
drawn his nomination pa-
pers from NA -56
Rawalpindi.

Sheikh Rashid had
filed appeal against Re-
turning officer (RO) objec-
tions on his nomination
papers in this constitu-
ency. Election Tribunal
(ET) had dismissed the
objection raised on his
nomination papers. ET had
declared Sheikh Rashid eli-
gible to contest election
from NA-56.

ET had accepted for
hearing appeal pleas filed
by Sheikh Rashid and his
nephew Sheikh Rashid
Rafiq against rejection of
their nomination papers
from NA-56, 57.

Justice Mirza Waqar
Rauf judge of ET had re-
jected RO objections on
nomination papers during
hearing the appeals on
January 4.

KARACHI: Chief of Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir inaugurating the
second chapter of National Aerospace Science and Technology Park Silicon.

COAS terms NASTP a project of
national, strategic significance

RAWALPINDI (Online):
General Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), Chief of Army
Staff, (COAS) attended in-
auguration ceremony of the
second chapter of National
Aerospace Science and
Technology Park (NASTP)
Silicon, held at Karachi.
COAS was Chief Guest at
the occasion.

COAS termed
NASTP a project of na-
tional and strategic signifi-
cance that would yield
manifold benefits for the
country since it would spur
technological progress and
foster self-reliance by offer-
ing a platform for the
nation’s youth and future
generations.

COAS praised the ef-
forts of PAF, its leadership
and its skilled personnel in
the achievement of yet an-
other milestone of NASTP
Silicon.

Chief of Air Staff

shared the vision for
NASTP to become one of
the best Aerospace, Cyber
& IT Clusters and transform
national landscape with de-
sign, R&D and innovation
centers for emerging and
disruptive technologies to
accrue maximum social,
economic, security and sci-
entific dividends for the
country.

On his arrival at the
venue, COAS was received
by Air Chief Marshal,
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu,
Chief of the Air Staff.

Later, COAS also vis-
ited Corps Headquarters
Karachi. Corps Com-
mander Karachi Corps wel-
comed the COAS and
briefed him about opera-
tional preparedness, train-
ing matters and administra-
tive measures being taken
for the welfare of the
troops and Shuhada fami-
lies.

Mushaal Mullick says

Kashmir Consultative Committees to
raise awareness at grassroots level

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister(SAPM) for
Human Rights and Women
Empowerment, Mushaal
Hussein Mullick, on Fri-
day, said that the primary
objective of the district-
level consultative commit-
tees was to address the
Kashmir issue at the
grassroots level for com-
prehensive understanding,
engagement with the com-
munity and to create a plat-
form for meaningful discus-
sions, advocacy, and ac-
tions that resonate with the
local population.

Speaking at the inau-
gural session of the
Rawalpindi District-level

Kashmir Consultative
Committee, she highlighted
the significance of such
meetings and emphasized
that similar gatherings
would be organized in vari-
ous districts.

Mullick announced
that the inaugural sessions
of the District-level Kash-
mir Consultative Commit-
tees in Lahore, Faisalabad,
and Gujranwala were in the
preparation phase and
would be convened shortly.

She further said that
District-level Committees
comprise intellectuals span-
ning various age groups and
diverse backgrounds.

Mushaal emphasized
that these gatherings would

play a pivotal role in orga-
nizing and propagating the
Kashmir cause at the
grassroots level.  She under-
scored that Kashmir stood
as a symbol of unity for
Pakistan, transcending di-
verse beliefs and affiliations.

The SAPM further
said that people from all
walks of life hold profound
reverence for the Kashmir
cause, and through these
district-level consulta-
tions, the aim was to so-
lidify this unity further. She
urged students and academ-
ics to contribute by writing
articles, research papers,
and essays on the Jammu
and Kashmir issue to raise
local and global awareness.

Ministry of IT to launch
“Smartphone for All” project

on easy installments: Saif
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information Technol-
ogy and Telecommunica-
tion, Dr Umar Saif, on Fri-
day said that the Ministry
of IT is set to launch the
“Smartphone for All”
project, allowing individu-
als to acquire smartphones
through easy instalments.

In a statement on his
official social media ac-
count, he said that the min-
istry is concurrently estab-
lishing a research and de-
velopment fund to support
mobile phone manufactur-
ing companies and facilitate
the growth of the mobile
phone manufacturing sec-
tor.

Regarding the
“Smartphone for All”
project, he explained that
in the event of failure to
pay instalments, the Paki-
stan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) would
block the handset follow-
ing the pattern of the De-
vice Identification, Regis-

tration, and Blocking Sys-
tem (DIRBS).

The minister said that
the objective is to encour-
age responsible financial
behaviour and ensure the
continued expansion of
smartphone accessibility.

Under this policy, he
said that telecom compa-
nies will have the oppor-
tunity to directly offer
smartphones to customers
through instalment plans,
thereby extending the ad-
vantages of mobile broad-
band, particularly among
the low-income segments
in Pakistan.

Dr Umar Saif said that
Pakistan ranks as the sev-
enth major mobile phone
market globally, with 190
million mobile phones in
use.

He expressed the
government’s goal to re-
duce mobile phone imports
by promoting the manu-
facturing of affordable and
high-quality mobile
phones within Pakistan.

Demo of Anti Narcotics Operation being conducted
during Exercise Sea Guard 24.

Pakistan, Egypt agree to
continue working together

to enhance cooperation
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Egypt on Friday
agreed to continue to engage
further and work together
to advance mutually benefi-
cial cooperation and dia-
logue between the two
countries.

The bilateral relations
were discussed in a meet-
ing between Additional
Foreign Secretary (Middle
East) Ambassador Rizwan
Saeed Sheikh with Egyp-
tian Assistant Foreign
Minister for Asia Ahmed
Shaheen.

Pakistan’s Ambassa-
dor to Egypt, Ambassador
Sajid Bilal was also present
in the meeting.

The two sides re-
viewed the broad range of
bilateral relations including
political, trade and invest-

ment ties.
They also discussed

ways to further strengthen
bilateral relations including
by convening the next
round of Joint Ministerial
Commission meetings and
Annual Bilateral Consulta-
tions later this year in
Islamabad.

Additional Foreign
Secretary and the Assistant
Foreign Minister for Asia
appreciated the successful
holding of the Fourth Paki-
stan-Africa Trade Develop-
ment Conference and Single
Country Exhibition held in
Cairo from January 9-11,
2024, which coincided with
the 75th-anniversary cel-
ebrations of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and
Egypt.

PTA conducts
raids against

illegal issuance
of SIMs

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Zonal
Offices in Lahore and
Sukkur, in collaboration
with the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) Cyber
Crime Circles, successfully
conducted raids against
franchises of two mobile
phone companies in
Sharaqpur Sharif and
Kandhkot. The aim was to
curb the illegal issuance of
SIMs, which is often asso-
ciated with criminal activi-
ties such as fraud, identity
theft, and other illicit op-
erations said a news release
issued here on Friday.

During the raids, 13
active SIMs were confis-
cated, and 08 Biometric
Verification System (BVS)
devices, used for the illegal
activation of SIMs, were
seized.

The owner of the
Sharqpur Sharif franchise
has been arrested, while
two individuals at Kandkot
franchise have been nomi-
nated in the FIR.

The FIA is currently
investigating the cases. The
ongoing crackdown against
the illegal issuance of SIMs
highlights PTA’s commitment
to eradicate this menace.

PML-N, PPP
opposes taking

away bat symbol
from PTI

KARACHI (Online): Paki-
stan Muslim League- Nawaz
(PML-N) and Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) op-
posed taking away the sym-
bol of the bat from Tehreek-
e-Insaf. Speaking on a pri-
vate TV program, PML-
N leader Javed Latif said
that his election symbol
should not be taken away
from any political party.
People’s Party leader Nasir
Hussain Shah said that we
have a clear stand that
Tehreek-e-Insaf should be
allowed to participate in
elections with the symbol
of a bat.

Tehreek-e-Insaf leader
Naeem Panjotha said that
despite 26 hours of the
Peshawar High Court’s
(PHC) order, Election
Commission Pakistan
(ECP) has not allotted the
bat symbol to PTI.

LAHORE: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari offered condolences with Aitzaz
Ahsan and his wife on the passing of their relative,
Nighat Cheema, at Link road Bedian in Lahore.


