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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Permanent Representative in UN Mr. Munir
Akram calls on caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Senate adopts resolution calling
to postpone general elections

Non-binding resolution moved by Senator Dilawar Khan highlights concerns over security situation,
cold weather; Caretaker government, PML-N oppose the move; Political parties slam resolution

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate on Friday
adopted a resolution call-
ing for the postponement
of general elections sched-
uled for February 8 in or-
der to  facilitate the effec-
tive participation of
people across the country
in the electioneering pro-
cess in view of security and
harsh weather conditions.

The resolution, moved
by independent Senator
Dilawar Khan, was passed
by the House with a ma-
jority vote. However, there
was low attendance.

Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Murtaza
Solangi and Senator Afnan
Ullah Khan of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N) opposed the
resolution.

Senator Dilawar, while
presenting the resolution,
urged the chair to post-
pone the agenda for taking
up the matter of serious
concern. He read out the
resolution, which main-
tained that the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan “upholds
the right to vote for every
citizen of Pakistan.”

The resolution read:
“The constitutional duty
assigned to the Election
Commission of Pakistan to
conduct free and fair elec-
tions is contingent upon
inclusivity and ensuring the
participation of all regions
and people.

“The voter turnout in
colder areas remains no-
tably high during mod-

erat e  weather  co nd i -
tions; January and Feb-
ruary are recognized as
the coldest months in a
majority of the areas of
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

“Various groups and
political parties have ex-
pressed significant reserva-
tions regarding anticipated
difficulties in ensuring the
participation of residents
in cold areas during the elec-
tioneering process.”

It noted that the recent
incidents, including the
foiled attempts on the lives
of Jamiaat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and former
MNA Mohsin Dawar, as
well as threatening calls tar-
geting Awami National
Party’s Provincial Chief

Aimal Wali Khan and other
political figures, had raised
concerns about the safety
of political leaders.

“The Ministry of In-
terior has convoyed seri-
ous threats to the lives of
prominent politicians, fur-
ther exacerbating the chal-
lenges faced by political
parties in exercising their
right to free and fair elec-
tion campaigning,” the
resolution added. There had
been a marked increase in
attacks on security forces
and citizens claiming pre-
cious lives particularly in
northwestern Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces, it
further said.

The resolution read:
“The intelligence agencies
have warned of militant at-

tack threats on election ral-
lies in the two provinces;
increase in attacks target-
ing both security forces and
civilians, resulting in the
loss of valuable lives, par-
ticularly in the northwest-
ern region of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan provinces;

“Alerts issued by in-
telligence agencies, indicat-
ing imminent threats of
militant attacks on election
rallies within the aforemen-
tioned provinces may have
potential impact on the
safety of citizens and the
democratic electoral pro-
cess; “Cognizant of the re-
surgence of the Covid-19
virus in the country and
health sector’s concerns
about potential further
spread;

PM asks envoys to identify
avenues for Pakistan’s int’l

economic collaborations
Reiterates Pakistan’s continued support for Kashmiris’

right to self determination

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Friday asked Pakistan’s
envoys in the United States
and the United Kingdom to
identify the new avenues
for Pakistan’s economic
collaborations at interna-
tional level. The prime min-
ister, in a meeting with
Pakistan’s Ambassador in
the US Masood Khan and
Ambassador in the UK Dr
Muhammad Faisal, in-
structed them to constantly
highlight the Kashmir cause
as well as Pakistan’s stance
on Palestine issue.

The envoys briefed the
prime minister about the
performance of their re-
spective missions and also
got the prime minister’s in-
structions on Pakistan’s

foreign policy.
The prime minister

also directed the envoys to
hold road shows for attract-
ing foreign investment to
the projects initiated under
the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC).

Calling the overseas
Pakistanis a national asset,
Prime Minister Kakar
asked the Pakistani mis-
sions to address the prob-
lems faced by the expatri-
ates on priority basis.

He also called for per-
suading the Pakistani
diaspora to invest their capi-
tal in Pakistan.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Friday reit-
erated that Pakistan would
continue to extend its full
political, diplomatic, and

moral support to the val-
iant Kashmiri people in
their just struggle for their
rights including the inalien-
able right to self-determina-
tion, by the relevant reso-
lutions of the United Na-
tions Security Council
(UNSC).

“Today, Kashmiris
around the world are ob-
serving the 75th anniver-
sary of the Resolution
adopted by the United Na-
tions Commission for India
and Pakistan (UNCIP),
providing that the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute will be
decided through the demo-
cratic method of a free and
impartial plebiscite under
the UN auspices, the prime
minister said in a message
on the occasion of Self-De-
termination Day.

No directives from
PM, cabinet for delay
in elections: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs,
Murtaza Solangi on Friday
said that there was no di-
rectives from the Prime
Minister or the  federal cabi-
net for delay in general elec-
tions.

Talking to the media
outside the Parliament
House, the minister said that
he did not get a chance to
give arguments in the reso-
lution on the postponement
of the elections in the upper
house. According to Article
218(3) of the Constitution,
it was the power of the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP), to conduct elec-
tions, give a date  or change
the date for  elections, he
said. “We cannot interfere

in the affairs of a constitu-
tional body,” Murtaza
Solangi said.

Acknowledging the
problems mentioned in the
resolution were the real
problems, he said adding
that these problems had ex-
isted before in the history of
Pakistan’s Parliamentary
politics and elections.

The minister main-
tained that it was the
government’s responsibility
to look into the issues of
harsh weather and other
matters including providing
security.  “So far, no signal
has been received from any
quarters regarding post-
ponement of elections, “ he
said.  Only the ECP, he said
had the constitutional au-
thority to postpone the elec-
tions.

KARACHI: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on Inclusive Education
for Persons with Disabilities.

COLOMBO: Secretary Defence Lt Gen (Retired) Hamood Uz Zaman Khan
calls on President of Sri Lanka, Ranil Wickremesinghe at Presidential Sec-
retariat Sri Lanka.

LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan People’s Party
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari cutting the 96th birthday
cake of Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto at NA 127 Kot
Lakhpat Pindi Rajputan.

SC reserves judgment
regarding interpretation

of Article 62 (1)(f)
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
seven-member larger bench
of the Supreme Court on
Friday reserved its judg-
ment in the case pertaining
to the interpretation of Ar-
ticle 62(1)(f) of the Consti-
tution and disqualification
tenure.

The bench headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa and compris-
ing Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Yahya Afridi,
Justice Amin Ud Din Khan,
Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar
and Justice Musarrat Hilali
heard the case.

The bench reserved the

verdict after all the respon-
dents concluded their argu-
ments.

During the course of
proceedings, the CJP ob-
served that the court would
announce the short order
soon.

Attorney General for
Pakistan Mansoor Usman
Awan and Jahangir Tareen’s
lawyer Makhdoom Ali
Khan gave arguments be-
fore the bench.

The apex court had
taken notice of the lifetime
disqualification under Ar-
ticle 62(1)(f) in the appeal
of former MPA Mir
Badshah Qaisrani against
his disqualification.

President for inclusive education for
children with disabilities in schools

Independent Report
KARACHI: President Dr
Arif Alvi has called for pro-
viding equal educational op-
portunities to all children,
regardless of physical abil-
ity or socio-economic back-
ground, by promoting inclu-
sive education in the coun-
try. He urged private
schools and welfare organi-
zations to support the gov-
ernments in making educa-
tion accessible for all chil-
dren, especially Children
with Disabilities (CWDs).

The President ex-
pressed these views during
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of private
schools and schools run by
NGOs in Karachi, at Gov-
ernor House, today. Min-
ister for Federal Education
and Professional Training,
Madad Ali Sindhi, Sindh’s
Minister for Education and
Literacy, Mrs Rana
Hussain, Secretary Depart-

ment of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities
(DEPD), Secretary School
Education & Literacy De-
partment (SELD), and rep-
resentatives of schools in
Karachi attended the meet-
ing.

Addressing the meet-
ing, the President
emphasised the need for the
development and imple-
mentation of an inclusive
curriculum that accommo-
dated diverse learning
styles and catered to the
needs of students with dif-
ferent abilities (SWDs). He
said that educational insti-
tutions should be made
physically accessible for
SWDs by ensuring the
availability of ramps, eleva-
tors, and other necessary
facilities.

The President further
underscored the need for
drafting a basic chart on In-
clusive Education by all the

stakeholders, which should
include fundamental as-
pects of inclusive educa-
tion, including easy access
for Persons with Disabili-
ties (PWDs) in schools, and
training of private school
teachers on special educa-
tion tools.

The President also
called for building a consen-
sus on the facilitation of
PWDs through inclusive
education in  Pakistan
with the help of govern-
ment, private sector and
NGOs.

He said that Sindh’s
School Education Depart-
ment and the Department
of Empowerment of PWDs
should constantly engage
with private schools and
NGOs on Inclusive Edu-
cation.

He urged private
schools to also share their
vision and best practices on
Inclusive Education with
the Government of Sindh.

FM calls for immediate
cessation of human

rights violation in IIOJK
From Czechangez

Khan Jadoon
ISLAMABAD: The For-
eign Minister, Jalil Abbas
Jilani, on the Occasion of
Right to Self-Determination
Day said that the fifth of
January is annually ob-
served as the Right to Self-
Determination Day for the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.  On this day in 1949,
the United Nations Com-
mission for India and Paki-
stan (UNCIP) adopted a
resolution that guarantees a
free and fair plebiscite in
Jammu and Kashmir, to en-
able the Kashmiri people to
realize their right to self-de-
termination.  The right to
self-determination is a fun-
damental principle of inter-
national law. Every year, the
UN General Assembly
adopts a resolution that re-

affirms the legal right of
people to decide their own
destiny. It expresses un-
equivocal support for the
realization of the right to
self-determination for
people under foreign occu-
pation. Regrettably, the
Kashmiri people have not
been able to exercise this in-
alienable right.  He added that
the India is taking a number
of steps to consolidate its
occupation of the Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), which is an
internationally-recognized
disputed territory.  Follow-
ing its illegal and unilateral
actions of 5 August 2019,
India’s efforts have been aimed
at engineering demographic
and political changes so that
the Kashmiris are reduced
to a disempowered commu-
nity in their own land.

Two terrorists killed
in IBO by forces

RAWALP INDI/TANK
(Online): Two terrorists
were killed by Security
forces in an intelligence-
based security operation in
Tank.

According to Inter Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR), security forces con-
ducted intelligence based
operation in district Tank
and two terrorists were
killed in a fierce exchange of
fire .

The ISPR said that Gul
Yusuf aka Toor, was in-
volved in various terror acts
against the security forces
in Dera Ismail Khan and

Tank. The terrorist com-
mander was also involved in
the targeted killing of civil-
ians.

According to ISPR, the
terrorist commander Gul
Yusuf was the most wanted
with a bounty of Rs 2.5 mil-
lion on his head.

The ISPR said the local
people had appreciated ef-
forts of the security forces
for peace and stability.

The media wing added
that the security forces were
determined to eradicate the
scourge of terrorism from
the country with the sup-
port of the nation.

President
approves

reconstitution
of CCI

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr. Arif Alvi on
Friday approved reconsti-
tution of the Council of
Common Interests (CCI)
on the advice of the prime
minister.

The president gave the
approval under Article 153
of the Constitution. The
CCI would be headed by
the Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan while the chief min-
isters of the four provinces
and three federal ministers
would be members of the
council. The three federal
cabinet members include
Federal Minister of Finance
and Revenue, Minister of
Privatization, and Minister
of Law and Justice.

PPP doesn’t believe in
hate & anarchy: Bilawal

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Peoples Party Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on
Friday expressed his
wholehearted desire to
serve the common Paki-
stanis and announced a
range of initiatives that his
party plans to undertake
once in power.

During an address in
Lahore’s NA-127 constitu-
ency, Bilawal voiced his joy
at celebrating the birth an-
niversary of party founder
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto in Lahore.

He emphasised that ZA
Bhutto had represented the
common people of Paki-
stan, and reiterated that
there was only one politi-
cal party truly represent-
ing the nation.

Bilawal repeated his
commitment to doubling
salaries once in power, not-

ing the current inadequacy
of wages for survival in Pa-
kistan. He promised to pro-
vide free electricity up to
300 units to the general
populace.

Encouraging those
present to become his am-
bassadors, Bilawal urged
them to visit every house-
hold and inform people
about his ten promises.

He underscored the sig-
nificance of the financial as-
sistance provided through
the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP),
asserting that the PPP was
the sole party responsible
for its initiation. Bilawal
pledged to provide Benazir
cards to labourers, Kisan
cards to farmers, and Jawan
cards to the youth, directly
addressing the prevailing
issues of poverty, inflation
and unemployment.

Fire in house
claims lives of

4 brothers
and sister

LAHORE (Online): As
many as four brothers and
sisters were burnt alive af-
ter fire erupted in their
house in Ichhra Lahore.

The fifth storey of
a residential  building
caught fire near Chowk
Baba  Azam in  Ichhra
Lahore.

4 brothers and sister
were scorched and they
died. According to Rescue
sources the deceased kids
have been identified as
Aman (12), Noor (8),
Ibrahim (5) and Ismail (2).

Fire brigade has extin-
guished the fire besides
completing cooling pro-
cess.

Aneeq urges youth to help
promote interfaith harmony

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmed on Friday urged
the young generation to
play their due role in the
promotion of service to
humanity and brother-
hood by following the
teachings of Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him).

Pursuing the values of
tolerance, respect and
peace was imperative for
religious and interfaith har-

mony, he said addressing a
seminar on “The Impor-
tance and Necessity of
Promoting Inter-faith Har-
mony” at the Iqra Univer-
sity Islamabad, organized
in collaboration with  the
Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs and Inter-Religious
Harmony.

The minister under-
scored the need of taking a
united and co l lect ive
stance to counter anti-
national forces and those
fostering religious divi-
sions.

Zulfiqar Bhutto
remembered on

his 96th birth
anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 96th birth anniversary
of former Prime Minister
and founder of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto (ZAB)
was observed on Friday.

The PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali
Zardari paid tribute to the
former premier Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto. Bilawal Bhutto in
a message on X on the birth
anniversary of his grandfa-
ther said ZAB gave the
Constitution and the
nuclear program to the coun-
try. He paid rich tributes to
the Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto for
his political vision and wis-
dom for the country.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony, Aneeq Ahmed addressing a seminar on Interfaith Harmony at
IQRA University H-9.
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Gathering storm?
Any hopes that the new year would bring some
stability to the Middle East have been quickly
dashed. Instead, fears are growing that the vola-
tile region’s intertwined conflicts will explode
into something much larger — and uglier.

The first week of 2024 has been marked by
two pivotal acts of violence linked to the ongo-
ing Israeli slaughter in Gaza, as well as the larger
confrontation between Iran and the US-Israel
combine. On Wednesday, the Iranian city of
Kerman witnessed two bomb blasts near the tomb
of Iranian general Qassem Soleimani.

Over 80 mourners who had gathered to mark
the anniversary of Soleimani’s assassination by the
US in 2020 were killed in the Kerman atrocity. The
bombings are amongst the highest mass-casualty
attacks Iran has suffered in many years.

Only a day earlier, top Hamas leader Saleh Al
Arouri, along with other colleagues, was assassi-
nated in a missile strike in Beirut’s Dahiyeh
neighbourhood — a stronghold of Iran-backed
Hezbollah.

It is unclear who is responsible for the Kerman
blasts; terrorists belonging to the self-styled Islamic
State group have struck Iranian targets in the past,
while Israel has also carried out assassination cam-
paigns against Iranian military and government fig-
ures.

Amongst these was the murder of a top
Pasdaran commander in Syria late last year. With
regard to the Arouri assassination, there is little
doubt that Tel Aviv is responsible.

Israel usually maintains an air of ambiguity
about its murderous foreign operations. But in the
current circumstances, it would be playing with fire
by trying to provoke its adversaries in Iran, Leba-
non and elsewhere in the region into striking back.

If the Iranians or Hezbollah were to react to
these attacks, Israel could play the victim card and
draw its American protectors deeper into the Middle
East quagmire.

The resultant conflict would shake the interna-
tional order to its core. So far, both Tehran and
Hezbollah have marked their responses with re-
straint. But it will be hard for them to maintain this
posture if Israel continues with its provocative
behaviour.Though logic would dictate that de-con-
fliction mechanisms be deployed immediately to
bring down the temperature, the reality is that a
larger conflict may not be a matter of ‘if’ but ‘when’.

Of course, if Israel were to stop its genocidal
campaign in the Gaza Strip, things could be con-
trolled. But the extremists at the helm in Tel Aviv do
not appear to be interested in this option, while
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has a
vested interest in prolonging the conflict to escape
domestic censure.

Washington’s policymakers must explain if
they are okay with their Israeli allies setting the
Middle East on fire; there are no signs yet they
would rather work towards reining in Tel Aviv.

Prudent living

Amin Valliani

Presently, many coun-
tries are going through a
painful cost-of-living cri-
sis. A few years ago, the
world faced the Covid-19
pandemic, which af-
fected millions across the
globe. Many lost their
lives, while others suf-
fered huge economic
losses. The global
economy has not been
able to fully recover from
these shocks. In such a
situation, families need to
be vigilant, especially
about how to surmount
day-to-day economic
challenges.

Economic stability is
essential for any family to
survive and prosper.
Therefore, every family
should try and improve
its economic status while
abiding by the ethics of
Islam such as hard work,
saving, sharing, and
gratitude to Allah, etc.

The economy de-
pends on earthly re-
sources. Islam says: “He
it is Who created for you
all that is in the earth,…”
(2:29). This means that
there is no dearth of re-
sources on earth. Allah is
the Creator and contin-
ues to create resources
for humanity. The science
of economics helps guide
us on how resources are
to be used. Islam enjoins
Muslims to practise mod-
eration, instead of being
miserly or becoming
spendthrifts. Allah
says:“And let not your
hand be tied (like a miser)
to your neck, nor stretch
it forth to its utmost reach
(like a spendthrift), so that
you become blamewor-
thy and in severe poverty
(17:29).”

Similarly, Islam does
not like wastage of re-
sources (7:31) but
emphasises prudent liv-

ing, so that every indi-
vidual can achieve the
goal of quality life. But
what is prudent living? It
means making wise deci-
sions based on principles
and managing practical
affairs in an effective
manner. Studies have
shown that people who
lead prudent, conscien-
tious lives can also end
up having a longer,
healthier life. In other
words, families have to
look carefully at the eco-
nomic context which is
around them.

Pakistan’s economy
is currently going
through severe uncer-
tainty, facing numerous
economic hardships in-
cluding inflation, high
cost of day-to-day needs,
severe climate shocks
and insufficient public
funds to finance devel-
opment programmes.
There will be no surprise
if, in the coming months,
we see more difficult situ-
ations causing further in-
stability and uncertainty
in many sectors. There-
fore, every family must be
prudent in daily spending
because it is the right way
to prepare for the future.

In crisis situations,
people are always left to
fend for themselves; very
few helping hands come
forth. Therefore, families
should tighten their belts,
strive to live within their
means, contain their ex-
penditure, enhance their
income and minimise the
use of utilities such as
electricity, gas and water
etc. Above all, families
must be disciplined in fi-
nancial matters.

Leading a simple life
is the need of the hour.
However, it is difficult to
define a simple life. It is
subjective, for every in-
dividual has his or her
own standard of simplic-
ity. Simple life for a busi-
nessman is totally differ-
ent from the one who
works manually. But gen-
erally, simplicity is the
habit of living frugally,
wasting little, and being
thoughtful with money.
People who live a frugal
lifestyle do not try to

‘keep up with the
Joneses’ and get trapped
into constantly buying
more. This is a time of
hard work, earning more
and reducing the overall
cost of living and trying
utmost to save money for
the future. In a nutshell,
every middle-class family
has to make plans for care-
ful spending and stop
buying that which is not
needed. Families have to
evaluate their lifestyle and
be prudent while spend-
ing money on day-to-day
commodities. For ex-
ample, consuming more
locally grown vegetables
or locally manufactured
goods, instead of costly
imported items or pro-
cessed food, can help
save money while being
good for one’s health. In
frugality, one has to avoid
expenditure on fast food,
drinking sugary bever-
ages, smoking, betel nuts,
paan and other harmful
things.

The condition of
those families who have
only one breadwinner is
more precarious, there-
fore, they have to be ex-
tra vigilant. Similarly, the
middle- and working-
class households should
focus on their health as
any health issue at the
time of financial crisis can
make the situation more
cumbersome and unbear-
able. Moreover, in these
difficult times, the gov-
ernment should improve
health services at public
facilities as lower middle-
class people cannot af-
ford costly private
healthcare. Without
health, no one can
visualise a happy and
prosperous life. In other
words, life becomes ex-
tremely difficult if one’s
health deteriorates.

An unhealthy person
remains dependent on oth-
ers. His mind remains ob-
sessed with his constant
pain and agony. Therefore,
each one of us needs to
monitor and nourish our
health throughout life. As
the Holy Quran says: “O’
you who believe! Take
care of your own selves”
(5:105).  -- Courtesy Dawn

Punjab must decide

Aasim Sajjad Akhtar

Election season is when
the bourgeois political
class makes all sorts of
promises and at the same
time says nothing at all.
Take, for example, the
complete neglect by main-
stream politicians of
Baloch protesters in
Islamabad. They are sit-
ting in front of the Na-
tional Press Club in the
federal capital.

Even if the bigwigs
can’t make time to visit,
there’s no obvious reason
they cannot release a
statement of support.
Maryam Nawaz had no
problem doing photo
shoots with missing per-
sons’ loved ones a couple
of years ago, but being
anti-establishment was in
fashion back then.

The ethnic peripher-
ies — Baloch, Pakhtun,
Sindhi, Seraiki, Gilgit-
Baltistani, Kashmiri —
have been treated this way
for as long as one can re-
member. The establish-
ment and most mainstream
politicians evince much
interest in the lands, sce-
nic highlands, minerals,
coastlines, and freshwater
lakes of the peripheries,
but couldn’t care less for
the teeming millions that
live there. In fact, the more
politically conscious you
are and demand access to
your own resources, you
are considered a threat to
development, security,
and the state itself.

What about the
Punjabi heartland? It is
here that consent has
been cultivated to sustain
Pakistan’s militarised
structure of power. The
PTI’s rise and fall sug-
gests that this consent
has fractured to some ex-
tent at least. But our bour-
geois political class, or at
least those who are now

the incumbents, are not
going out of their way to
build on this.

For as far as the eye
can see, most bourgeois
politicians in Punjab offer
to reproduce everyday life
for the vast majority — a
life mediated by state in-
stitutions like the thana,
katcheri and patwari, and
dictated by high-caste,
moneyed classes who
own land, business and
peddle social influence.
They all claim to be better
than their competitor,
while throwing in ‘ideo-
logical’ rhetoric about re-
ligion for good measure.

This is how elections
are fought and won, es-
pecially one that is shap-
ing up to be as rigged (pri-
marily against the PTI) as
this one. But social, eco-
nomic and political life will
change little after Feb 8.
And the political and in-
tellectual mainstream will
acknowledge our deep,
structural crises in knee-
jerk fashion only when
necessary.

The burning of the
ethnic peripheries will rep-
resent the most acute form
of these interrelated crises
and will be forced into the
public eye again and
again, largely because of
politically conscious
youth that refuse to stay
silent about their plight.
But what can we expect
from the majority of this
country’s young people
who reside in the Punjabi
heartland?

It is true that to be
young and from the
Punjab means that one
has better chances at so-
cial mobility than if one is
young and hails from vir-
tually any other ethnic-
national community in
Pakistan. But class war
plays out in Punjab too,
where millions of children
are out of school, workers
and peasants face dispos-
session and live in semi-
serfdom, and all sorts of
health problems play out
alongside environmental
despoliation.

Other than the very
well-off, most Punjabi
youth — many who have
been taken by the PTI and

Imran Khan — continue
to suffer the cumulative
economic effects of the
pandemic and IMF-im-
posed austerity, as well as
the hyper-financialised
and consumption-based
economic model that pre-
vails in Pakistan today.

In short, that there is
simply not enough gain-
ful and dignified employ-
ment available for the
number of young people
seeking jobs, let alone
housing, health, educa-
tion and recreation. The
most coveted option is to
leave the country by hook
or crook, but even that is
an option for a very small
percentage of the popu-
lation.

I believe that a grow-
ing number of young
people in Punjab do un-
derstand that the estab-
lishment-centric system
offers them only hateful
rhetoric, and in fact, sub-
jects many to military-led
dispossession. It is also
noteworthy that more are
speaking about deep in-
justices in faraway places
like Palestine as well as the
ethnic peripheries in Paki-
stan.

The next step is to
understand that political
commitment is not about
following a Pied Piper to
the ends of the earth. It is
about coming to terms
with the causes (rather
than the symptoms) of the
predicament one faces,
and then having the wis-
dom to make common
cause with all others con-
cerned with building a dif-
ferent future.

The future for
Punjabi youth — espe-
cially those lower down
the class ladder — is not
as bleak as some others
but it certainly is not
great. The young Baloch
women protesting peace-
fully in Islamabad for their
loved ones have said they
seek to make common
cause with the ordinary
people of Punjab. Our col-
lective future will be
shaped by how Punjab’s
increasingly politically
conscious young people
respond in the due course
of time.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Ample stock of fertilizer
available to meet domestic
demand: Murtaza Solangi

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and
Parliamentary Affairs,
Murtaza Solangi, Friday
informed the Senate that
there is an ample stock of
fertilizer available in the
country to meet the
domestic demand.

In response to a
calling attention notice
moved by Zeeshan
Khanzada regarding the
problems being faced by
the farmers due to the

shortage of urea fertilizer
and its soaring rates, he
expressed hope that, due to
steps taken by the
caretaker government in
the coming days, there
would be a further
noticeable reduction in urea
prices in the country.

The minister said that
urea prices, which had
previously exceeded Rs.
5,000 per bag, have now
decreased to Rs. 4,451 per
bag due to the
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s

interventions.
Emphasizing the

significance of agriculture
in the country, Murtaza
Solangi highlighted that
approximately one-fourth
of Pakistan’s GDP is
attributed to agriculture,
with 40% of the labor force
linked to this vital sector.

Regarding the steps
taken by the government,
he informed that around
220,000 tons of urea had
been recently imported by
the government.

ISLAMABAD  : A Chinese business delegation led by Zhang Yang, Chairman,
Chang Jiang Industrial Company (Pakistan) Co., Ltd, and Director Chongqing
Federation of Industry and Commerce visited the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and explored the possibilities of joint ventures
and investment in Pakistan. The representatives of Li Ting International
China and Yihai Culture Communication Co., Ltd of China were also in the
delegation.

Emirates celebrates
25years of success serving
Islamabad and Lahore
Independent Report

L A H O R E ;
ISLAMABAD:  Emirates,
the world’s largest
international airline,
proudly commemorates its
25th anniversary of
operations at Islamabad
and Lahore airports. Since
its inaugural flights to both
cities in January 1999,
Emirates has played a
crucial role in connecting
Islamabad and Lahore to
the world via Dubai, while
fostering economic growth
and cultural exchange.

Over the past quarter
of a century, Emirates has
been a reliable partner
facili tating seamless
passenger and cargo

movement and
significantly contributed
to the development of the
country and region
through tourism and trade.
The airline’s strong
presence in Islamabad and
Lahore underscores its
position as a leading and
reliable carrier which is
committed to excellence
and innovation in the
aviation sector.

In its pivotal role,
Emirates ensured seamless
journeys for millions of
passengers on its routes

from the key points in
Pakistan, with the airline
operating a robust schedule
of ten weekly flights from
each of the two cities.

Karim urges significant
cut in policy interest rate
to help to revive economy

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Mr. Karim
Aziz Malik, Chairman
Federation of Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI), Capital
Office, Islamabad said that
the record high interest rate
has made it very difficult for
the private sector to get
credit from banks for the
expansion of existing
businesses and make new
investments due to which
the business activities are
suffering badly. He further
said that rising interest rates
make your business debt
more expensive which means

more cash required to cover
interest costs. Kareem Aziz
Malik urged a significant cut

in the policy interest rate to
help to revive the economy.

He said that current
22% interest rate has
severely damaged the
business environment
without achieving its
intended objective of
controlling inflation. 

ISLAMABAD: Workers loading onion on delivery
rikshaw at vegetable market.

Business facilitation
centres being set up in
five big cities: Minister

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Minister for Trade
and Industry SM Taveer
has said that business
facilitation centres are being
established in five big cities
of Punjab after Lahore.

He was presiding over
a meeting of the Punjab
Small Industries
Corporation here on Friday,
which reviewed
performance of the business
facilitation centre. Secretary
for Industry and Trade
Eshaan Bhutta briefed the
minister about progress on
business facilitation centres
in Faisalabad, Sialkot,
Multan, Gujranwala and
Rawalpindi. The meeting
was told that the business
facilitation centre had
changed the investment
culture in Punjab and now
no-objection certificates

(NOCs) were being issued
in 10 to 15 days for setting
up new factory. Till now,
161 NOCs had been issued
from the business facilitation
centre, while 86 more were
in process.

SM Tanveer said that
during the current month,
caretaker Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
would inaugurate five more
business facilitation centres.
He said that business
facilitation centre was a
revolutionary step to
facilitate the business
community and added that
officers of 20 departments
of federal and provincial
governments were
performing their duties art
the business facilitation
centre. He said 106 different
NOCs were being provided
in the business facilitation
centre under one roof.

Chinese companies increase
investment in Pakistan for

copper production
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chinese companies in
collaboration with their
local partners in Pakistan
have increased
investment for copper
production in the recent
years.

Copper and articles
thereof have seen  an
increase  in  export  to
China from Pakistan as
well. In the first eleven
months of 2023 increased
by 9%,  crossed one
bil l ion do l lars  mark,
sources from Commerce
Minis t ry to ld  China
Economic Net.

Ghulam Qadir ,
Commercial Counsellor at
the Pakistan Embassy in
Beijing, told CEN that the
Pakistani government is
keen to boost copper and
associated  product

exports to China.
He also mentioned

that Pakistan’s exports of
copper to  China have
increased recently, and
he anticipated that the
value of these exports
will rise as a result of
refined copper products.

“Pakistan has been
actively seeking foreign
investments, particularly
from b ig Chinese
companies, to bring in
value addi t ion and
produce more valuable
products for the global
market.

Having Chinese
companies invest  in
Pakistan would not only
provide a boost to the
country’s economy but
also open doors fo r
advanced technologies
and expertise.

Trade deficit shrinks by
34.29%, export grow
by 5.17% in 1st half

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The country’s
merchandize trade deficit
contracted by 34.29 per
cent during the first half of
the current fiscal year
compared to the
corresponding period of
last year, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

The Trade deficit
from July-December
(2023-24) was recorded at
$11.148 billion as against
the deficit of $16.965
billion in July–December

(2022-23), showing
negative growth of 34.29
per cent. During the period
under review, the exports
increased by 5.17 per cent
to $14.981 billion
compared to the exports of
$14.244 billion during the
corresponding period of
last year, according to the
latest PBS data.

On the other hand, the
imports narrowed by
16.28 per cent and were
recorded at $26.129 billion
compared to $31.209
billion last year.

Gold rates
decline by
Rs1,200

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.1,200 and was sold at
Rs.217,000 on Friday
compared to its sale at
Rs.218,200 on last trading
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs.1,028 to
Rs.186,043 from
Rs.187,071 whereas the
prices of 10 gram 22 karat
gold went down to
Rs.170,539 from
Rs.171,482, the All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram Silver
remained stagnant at
Rs.2,660 and 2,280.52
respectively.

PSX loses
124 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) wi tnessed a
bearish trend on Friday,
losing 124.26, a negative
change of 0.19 percent,
c losing at  64 ,514 .90
points against 64,639.16
points  the  previous
trading day.

A total  of
949,559,318 shares
valuing Rs.19.355 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to
548,989,972 shares
valuing Rs. 15.395 billion
the last day.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Three
ships namely, Ianthe, FSM
and Bolan scheduled to
load/offload Bitumen, LPG
and Gas oil,berthed at
Multi-Purpose Terminal,
Engro Terminal and Oil
Terminal respectively on
Thursday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, Athenian and
AnanyaNaree also arrived
at outer-anchorage of the
Port Qasim on during last
24 hours load/unload
Containers and Rice
respectively. A total of
eleven ships were engaged
at PQA berths during the
last 24 hours.

CNG closed till
Jan 31 to ensure
uninterrupted

gas supply
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Deputy Commissioner
Peshawar Afaq Wazir on
Friday imposed a ban on
the operation of CNG
pumps till January 31 to
ensure uninterrupted gas
supply to domestic
consumers. A notification
issued here said that the
DC has imposed section
144 and ordered the closure
of CNG pumps within the
premises of district
Peshawar with immediate
effect, adding that anyone
to be found violating this
order would proceed under
section 188 P.P.C.
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali in a group
photo with delegation of faculty members of Afghanistan Universities during
their visit to Peshawar.

Faculty members of Afghan
varsities call on Governor,

discuss promotion of education
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji
Ghulam Ali has urged the
faculty members of Afghan
universities to focus on
intellectual orientation of
students and divert their
attention towards research
and modern technology.

He was talking to a
delegation of faculty
members of Afghan
universities, which called
on him at the Governor
House here on Friday. The
delegation was comprised
of 38 faculty members of
Afghan universities who
are getting training in IM
Sciences Hayatabad with
the financial assistance of

Higher Education
Commission HEC).

The Governor
welcomed the delegation
and discussed matters
relating to promotion of
contemporary education
and capacity building of
students.

He said that capacity
building of Afghan youth
would further strengthen
peace and led the country
on course of progress and
prosperity.

 He also stressed
upon faculty members to
provide students with
knowledge and education
enabling them to tap
potential of Afghan natural
resources.

Haji Ghulam Ali said
that Afghan students
should be provided
education and technology
to remove backwardness
and induce development.
He also highlighted
significance of higher
education institutions for
development of a nation.

On the occasion,
governor was told that one
month capacity building
course is underway in IM
Sciences for Afghan
professors, assistant
professors and lecturers.
He was informed that
various courses would be
arranged for Afghan
professionals in second
phase.

Punjab Governor says:
Book exhibition is good
effort to develop habit of

reading books among people
Independent Report

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman today
inaugurated the 4th

Education Expo and Book
Fair organized by Idra e
Nazria Pakistan at Aiwan
Quaid-e-Azam, Lahore.

Speaking to the media
after inaugurating the
exhibition, Punjab
Governor Muhammad
Balighur  Rehman said that
this book exhibition is a
good effort to  develop the
habit of reading books
among people.

Governor Punjab
lauded the efforts of
officials of Idara e Nazria
Pakistan for organizing the

education expo.
He said that the

young generation is the
valuable asset of the
country, adding that it is
important to provide them
with proper guidance in the
field of education.

He said that the
purpose of education is to
impart knowledge to the
youth and make them life-
long learner. He said that it
is very important to
inculcate the habit of
reading books among the
students.  He said that in
this age of technology, e-
books are also available,
but there is no substitute
for the satisfaction of
reading books traditionally.

CM inaugurates Special
Initiative Police Stations of

Cantt & Saddar Baroni
Independent Report

RAWALPINDI: Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi here on Friday
inaugurated the Special
Initiative Police Stations of
Cantt and Saddar Baroni.

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab Dr.
Usman Anwar, Regional
Police Officer, Rawalpindi
Syed Khurram Ali,
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division, Liaquat Ali
Chatta, City Police
Officer, Rawalpindi Syed
Khalid Hamdani and other
senior officers were
present on the occasion.

Talking to the media,
the chief minister said that
police stations across
Punjab were being
renovated under the
Special Initiative Police
Station program.

Two days ago, 36
police stations of 36
districts were inaugurated,
he said adding, today, in the
second phase, 36 more
police stations were
inaugurated.

The objective of the
initiative is to provide the
best service delivery in the
best environment to the
citizens, the CM added.

Mohsin Naqvi
appreciated the RPO, CPO
Rawalpindi and their team
for the excellent work
under Special Initiative
Police Stations of Cantt
and Saddar Baroni.

He directed the
authorities to complete the
Safe City project and CPO
office in one month. The
CM also announced to
provide Rs 180 million for
the completion of the CPO
office project. He
instructed to complete the
Safe City Project and CPO
Office Rawalpindi by
January 30.

LAHORE: Activists of Youth Forum for Kashmir
holds placards and shouting slogans during protest
against the Indian oppression, to mark the Self-
Determination Day, in Provincial Capital.

Dr. Riaz inaugurates
new year’s maiden

anti-polio drive
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Advisor to
the caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Health,
Dr. Riaz Anwar inaugurated
the current year’s first polio
vaccination campaign by
administering drops to two
children at Police Services
Hospital, Civil Secretariat
here Friday, with a target of
making 2024 as ‘year of
complete eradication’ of the
crippling disease from the
country.

Officials of Health
Department including
Deputy Coordinator EOC,

Muhammad Zeeshan,
Sarfaraz Khan from WHO
and Shadab Younas from
UNICEF Communication
were present on the
occasion.

Talking to newsmen,
Dr. Riaz apprised that the
polio drive would be
carried out in the whole of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
two phases. The first
phase will commence on
January 8 to 14, next
wherein polio drops will be
administered in all the
districts except Lakki
Marwat, Upper and Lower
Orakzai district.

Punjab health minister
announces crackdown on
harmful beauty products

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Minister for
Primary and Secondary
Health, Dr. Jamal Nasir has
announced a crackdown on
harmful beauty creams and
cosmetics. Operations will
be conducted against
unqualified individuals
administering beauty
injections or performing
any kind of surgery. Joint
teams from the Punjab
Healthcare Commission
(PHC) and the Drug
Control Directorate are
being formed for this
purpose. The Drug Control
will determine the
registration status of

beauty creams and
cosmetics, while experts
from the PHC will assess
clinical practices.

This information was
shared by the minister in a
press conference held here on
Friday. He stated that non-
standard creams claiming to
lighten skin are causing
diseases, adding that the use
of substandard beauty
creams is causing severe
damage to the skin of
hundreds of individuals. He
said that some cosmetics
contain dangerous amounts
of lead, toxins, and other
harmful chemicals, leading to
life-threatening diseases such
as liver and kidney cancer.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi cutting a ribbon of Police Station
(Saddar) under Police Station up gradation project.

Govt of Sindh ‘first time
initiative to provide 55 electric
bikes’ to female vaccinators
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Almost 55 female
vaccinators are set to
benefit from the historic
initiative of the Sindh
government to use ‘Electric
bikes’ which will not only
align with environmental
sustainability goals but
also enable them to easily
move during the national
vaccination drives and
ensure that vaccines reach
their intended destinations
promptly.

This strategic decision
aims to overcome logistical
challenges, ensuring timely
and widespread
vaccination coverage
throughout the province,
said a report aired by a

private news channel.
While acknowledging

the importance of
empowering these
vaccinator women in their
roles, the government of
Sindh would provide
training sessions to
recipients of the electric
bikes, said a female
vaccinator who hailed the
groundbreaking step of the
government.

The provision of
specific uniforms for these
women will also foster a
sense of identity but also
contribute to a more
professional and organized
approach to vaccine
distribution, said another
lady health worker.

ANF recovers
over 243 kg
drugs in six
operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) in its crackdown
against drug traffickers
conducted six operations
across the country and
managed to recover over
243 kg drugs and arrested
six accused including a
foreigner, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Friday.

He informed that 220
kg hashish was recovered
from a trailer near Indus
Chowrangi, Karachi area and
an accused was arrested. 10
kg hashish was recovered
from the bag of an accused
rounded up near Zero Point,
Gwadar. 8 kg hashish and 4
kg Ice were recovered in two
operations near Chongi No.
26 Islamabad while two
accused were arrested. In
fifth operation, 1 kg hashish
was recovered near Shershah
Toll Plaza Multan and an
accused was arrested.

In sixth operation, a
capsule containing 17 grams
cocaine was recovered from
the stomach of an accused,
a Nigerian national arrested
from Lahore. Cases under
the Anti-Narcotics Act have
been registered against the
arrested accused and further
investigations are
underway.

Two killed in
jeep-motorcycle

collision in
Kahota

KAHOTA (APP): Two
people lost their lives
when  a  jeep  co l l ided
with a motorcycle near
Kanil, Kahota on Friday
here.

According to Police,
The incident occurred in
the jurisdiction of Kahota
police station, two lives
were tragically lost as a
jeep and a motorcycle
collided.

The collision occurred
in the Kanil area, sending
shock waves through the
community and prompting
swift action from the local
police.

Red Sea attacks are
not isolated incidents,

UNSC told
navigational rights and free-
dom in the Red Sea was a
global challenge that neces-
sitated “a global response”.

He accused Iran of
providing financial and ma-
terial support to the
Houthis and called it “the
root of the problem”.

The US diplomat
called on the Council to
speak with one voice and
demand that the Houthis
stop their attacks on ships.

“We call for a global
response from this Council
to this global challenge, and
we are ready to discuss the
situation further with other
member states,” he said.

Sister of North Korean leader
derides South Korea’s president

but praises his predecessor

India’s foreign
minister signs a
deal to increase
imports of elec-

tricity from Nepal
Monitoring Desk

KATHMANDU: India’s for-
eign minister concluded a two-
day trip to Nepal on Friday,
during which he signed an
agreement to increase the
amount of electricity India
imports from its neighbor. “I
assure you we are commit-
ted to extending our stead-
fast support and work with
same earnestness to further
realize the potential of the
relationship for the full ben-
efit of the people of the two
countries.”

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: The powerful sis-
ter of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un has derided
South Korea’s conservative
president for being “fool-
ishly brave” but called his
liberal predecessor “very
smart” — rhetoric likely
meant to help stoke domes-
tic divisions in South Korea.

Her statement Tues-
day came as a response to
South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol’s New Year’s
Day address, in which he
said he would bolster South
Korea’s military capability

and enhance its alliance
with the United States to
cope with North Korea’s
evolving nuclear threats.

Since taking office in
2022, Yoon has made such
comments numerous times.
Kim’s sister, Kim Yo Jong,
used Yoon’s latest remarks
as an opportunity to fire off
derisive rhetoric against
him.

“This person … has
persistently called for
‘peace by force’ and got
hell-bent on the beefing up
of the extended deterrence
and the South Korea-U.S.

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: Dur-
ing a UN Security Council
briefing on Wedn-esday af-
ternoon, some member
states emphasised the need
to add-ress attacks on ships
in the Red Sea.

Some states also called
for an immediate ceasefire in
Gaza, urging caution to pre-
vent an escalation in tensions.

US ambassador and
Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative, Christopher Lu,
however, called on member
states to “speak with one
voice and demand that the
Houthis stop their attacks”.

He said the threat to

Macron pays
tribute to

Delors
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: French President
Emmanuel Macron praised
the late Jacques Delors at a
service of national tribute
on Friday for giving Euro-
pean Union integration
some of its greatest leaps
forward during his time as
European Commission
president.

Delors, an ardent ad-
vocate of post-war Euro-
pean integration, died on
Dec. 27 at the age of 98.
He served as president of
the European Commis-
sion, the EU executive,
for three terms - longer
than any other holder of
the office - from January
1985 until the end of
1994.

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi speaks during a funeral ceremony in Kerman, Iran.

Russia used missiles from
North Korea to strike
Ukraine: White House

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Russia
recently used short-range
ballistic missiles (SRBMs)
sourced from North Korea
to conduct multiple strikes
against Ukraine, the White
House said on Thursday,
citing newly declassified
intelligence.

National security
spokesperson John Kirby
told reporters the United
States will raise the devel-
opment with the United
Nations Security Council.

Kirby called North
Korea’s arms transfer to
Russia a “significant and
concerning escalation” and
said the United States

would impose additional
sanctions against those fa-
cilitating the arms deals.

Both Moscow and
Pyongyang have denied
conducting any arms deals,
but vowed last year to
deepen military relations.

The use of the missiles
drew condemnation from
Britain, as well as South
Korea, which had reported
in November that North
Korea may have supplied
SRBMs to Russia as part
of a larger arms deal that
also included anti-tank and
anti-air missiles, artillery
and mortar shells, and rifles.

“Our information in-
dicates that the Democratic

People’s Republic of Ko-
rea recently provided Rus-
sia with ballistic missile
launchers and several bal-
listic missiles,” said Kirby,
using the official name of
North Korea.

On Dec. 30, he said,
“Russian forces launched at
least one of these North
Korean ballistic missiles
into Ukraine,” adding that
it appeared to have landed
in open field. Then on Tues-
day Russia launched “mul-
tiple” North Korean mis-
siles as part of a broader
wave of heavy air strikes,
Kirby said. Washington was
still assessing the impact of
those missiles.

9 children among 14
killed in Israeli attack

on Gaza camp

Houthis launch sea drone
to attack ships hours after
US, allies issue final warning

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Israeli shelling
killed 14 Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip’s south, packed
with people who had fled
attacks in other parts of the
besieged enclave, on Thurs-
day. The dead included nine
children, an official said.

All the 14 Palestinians
were killed in a strike at Al
Mawasi camp, to the west
of Khan Yunis.

Gaza residents said
Israeli planes and tanks
bombarded three refugee
camps in the centre of the
shattered enclave, prompt-
ing many civilians to head
south.

Israeli shells had
landed near tents erected in
the area by displaced
people, they said.

Footage on Palestinian
media showed several bod-

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: An
armed unmanned surface
vessel  launched from
Houthi-controlled Yemen
got within a “couple of
miles” of U.S. Navy and
commercial vessels in the
Red Sea before detonat-
ing on Thursday,  just
hours after  the White
House and a host of part-
ner nations issued a final
warn ing to  the I ran-
backed militia group to
cease the attacks or face
potential military action.

Vice Admiral Brad
Cooper, the head of U.S.
Navy operations in the
Middle East, said it was
the f i rs t  t ime the
Houthis had used an un-
manned surface vessel, or
USV, since their harass-
ment of commercial ships
in the Red Sea began af-
ter the outbreak of the
Israel-Hamas war. They
have,  however ,  used
them in years past.

Fabian Hinz, a mis-
sile expert and research
fel low at  the Interna-
tional Institute for Stra-
tegic Studies, said the

USV’s are a key part of
the Houthi maritime ar-
senal and were used dur-
ing previous  bat t les
against the Saudi coali-
tion forces that inter-
vened in Yemen’s war.
They have regularly been
used as suicide drone
boats that explode upon
impact.

Mo s t  o f  t h e
Ho u th i s ’  US V s  a re
l i ke ly  as s emb led  in
Yemen but often fitted
with components made
in Iran, such as comput-
e r ized  gu id an ce  sys -
tems, Hinz said.

At the United Na-
tions, U.S. deputy am-
bassador Christopher Lu
said at a emergency Se-
curity Council meeting
on Wednesday that Iran
has supplied the Houthis
with money and advanced
weapons sys tems,  in-
cluding drones, land at-
tack cruise missiles and
ball is t ic  missi les .  He
said Iran also has been
deeply involved in plan-
ning the Houthis’ attacks
on commercial vessels in
the Red Sea.

ies wrapped in blankets in-
side a hospital morgue in
Khan Yunis.

The Palestinian Red
Crescent said its headquar-
ters in Khan Yunis was hit,
killing one person and
wounding others.

The Israeli military
reported several clashes in
Khan Yunis, where it has
said previously that it is
trying to capture “Hamas
leaders hiding there”.

In its daily briefing, it
said Israeli warplanes killed
three Hamas members who
had tried to detonate ex-
plosives next to ground
troops, and Israeli soldiers
killed two more. Five Pal-
estinians were killed in an
Israeli air strike on a car in
Al Nusseirat refugee camp
on Wednesday, health of-
ficials said.

A general view of a tent camp sheltering displaced
Palestinians, who fled their homes due to Israeli
strikes, amid the ongoing conflict between Israel
and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, in Rafah,
southern Gaza Strip.

India sends warship
after hijacking of
Liberian-flagged

vessel in Arabian Sea
Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: An Indian
Navy warship was mov-
ing towards a hijacked
Liberian-flagged vessel
in the Arabian Sea, and
ai rc ra ft  were  c losely
monitoring the situation,
the Indian navy said on
Friday.

At least 15 Indian
crew members were on
board the MV Lila Nor-
folk, which was hijacked
near Somalia’s coast and
the navy received infor-
mat io n  ab ou t  i t  o n
Thursday evening, In-
dian news agency ANI,
in which Reuters has a
minority stake, reported
earlier, citing military
officials.

The  sh ip  sen t  a
message on the United
Kingdo m Mari t ime
Trade Operations portal
saying five to six un-
known armed personnel
h ad  b oard ed  o n  th e
evening of Jan 4, the In-
d ian  navy s t a t emen t
said.

An Indian warship,
the INS Chennai, was
diverted and deployed to
assis t  the  vessel ,  the
statement said, adding
that a naval aircraft over-
flew the hijacked vessel.

Armed men kidnapped 32
migrants in Mexico for

extortion, president says
Monitoring Desk

MONTERREY: The armed
men who kidnapped 32 mi-
grants in northern Mexico
over the weekend aimed to
extort money from them and
their families in the United
States, Mexico’s president
said on Thursday, one day
after the migrants were re-
leased from captivity.

He said that the mi-
grants, who were found on
Wednesday, were aban-
doned by their kidnappers
in a parking lot in a shop-
ping center in the northern
city of Reynosa in the state

of Tamaulipas.
“Because there was a

strong deployment (from
Mexican authorities), they
decided to free them, safe
and sound,” President
Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador said in his morn-
ing press conference.

The case has high-
lighted the risks faced by
the hundreds of thousands
of migrants who cross
through Mexico en route to
the US border each year,
who are targets of extortion
and kidnapping by power-
ful criminal groups.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistani High Commissioner in
the UK Dr. Muhammad Faisal calls on Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan
Haji Gulbar Khan is meeting Vice Chancellor
Karakoram International University Dr. Attaullah
Shah. Provincial Minister for Food Ghulam
Muhammad is also present.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Cul-
ture Jamal Shah visits Rawat Fort to revive conservation work.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mohsin Aziz, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Interior presiding over
a meeting of the committee at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: National University of Sciences and
Technology and NADRA Technologies Limited have
formalized a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU), facilitating collaboration in research, de-
velopment and innovation of biometric technologies.

DC Islamabad kicks off
anti-polio drive targeting

400,000 children

Jamal Shah directs to
accelerate conservation

work during Rawat Fort visit
Our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for National Heri-
tage and Culture Jamal Shah
on Friday visited Rawat
Fort and give instruction to
complete the conservation
work speedily.

Federal Secretary Na-
tional Heritage & Culture
Ms. Humaira Ahmad, Di-
rector General Department
of Archaeology and Mu-
seum (DOAM) Dr Abdul
Azeem and other senior of-
ficers were also present on
the occassion.

The senior officials or
DOAM briefed the Minis-
ter and Secretary National
Heritage and Culture Divi-

sion regarding a project for
preservation, restoration,
and preservation and devel-
opment of Rawat Fort.

Federal Minister for
National Heritage and Cul-
ture Jamal Shah said that
Department of Archaeology
& Museums has started a
project for preservation,
restoration, and preserva-
tion and development of
Rawat Fort. Jamal Shah said
that the main objectives of
the project is to conserve,
develop and exhibit our cul-
tural heritage through sci-
entific and traditional tech-
niques.  The project will not
only prevent the site from
further decay, but will pre-

serve them for coming gen-
erations and will also en-
hance tourism in the coun-
try as well as in the area, he
said.

The Minister said that
archaeological excavation,
conservation and restora-
tion work is intensive and
will provide short-term em-
ployment to the people in
the project area.Rawat, an
ancient Sarai is situated
about 25 miles from
Rawalpindi towards Jhelum
close to the G.T road. 

The present small for-
tress Sarai appears to have
been built during the sultan-
ate period in early 15th cen-
tury A.D. 

Dr Nadeem Jan says:

Capital’s public hospitals bear
liabilities of Rs12 b impacting

quality of health facilities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Na-
tional Health Services, Dr
Nadeem Jan on Friday told
the Upper House of the
Parliament that there was
no severe shortage of medi-
cines in the public hospi-
tals of the federal capital,
however, due to their li-
abilities of Rs12 billion a
decline in healthcare facili-
ties and quality of services
was witnessed.

The minister was re-
sponding to the queries of
the Senators during the
question hour session at
the commencement of the
334th Session of the Sen-
ate chaired by Chairman
Senate, Sadiq Sanjrani.

Earlier, the Chairman
Senate at the commence-
ment of the proceedings,
extended his regards and
greetings on Jumma to the
members.

Upon the request of
Senator Sadia Abbasi, the
Chairman Senate urged the
House to hold fateha
(prayer) on the demise of
the late former senator, fi-

nance minister and national
security advisor Sartaj
Aziz who had passed away
on January 2, 2024 at the
age of 94.

Senator Mushtaq
Ahmed on his directive led
the prayer and urged the
members to also recite
fateha for the six labourers
killed by the terrorists in
North Waziristan.

Senator Sadia Abbasi
of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
while paying tribute to the
former Senator Sartaj Aziz
said he was a towering per-
sonality of the country
who served for many in-
ternational organizations,
remained general secretary
of Muslim League, re-
mained senator, and fi-
nance minister.

He had rendered great
services in education sec-
tor and promoted
Beaconhouse School Sys-
tem which was acknowl-
edged by the latter. He
wrote many books on the
politics, and economics of
Pakistan and was an expert

in agriculture.
Senator Mushtaq

Ahmed of Jamaat-e-Islami
Pakistan (JIP) said the
caretaker government had
denied an increase in the
prices of medicines which
was regrettable as only
300% increase alone in
anti-epileptic drug was
noticed.

Responding to the
Senator’s query, Caretaker
Health Minister Nadeem
Jan said there was no in-
crease in medicines during
the interim government’s
tenure.

He said the policy on
this matter was formed in
2018 that stated that phar-
maceutical companies un-
der CPI can raise 7 percent
increase on essential and 10
percent on non-essential
medicines. However, in
2022 the policy was re-
viewed and it was recom-
mended that 20 percent
non-essential and 14 per-
cent on essential can be in-
creased by the pharma
companies under CPI, he
added.

Capital Police ensuring
foolproof  security  measures

in High Security Zone

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO) Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan,
the Islamabad Capital Po-
lice is actively engaged in
ensuring effective security
arrangements during the
hearings of significant cases
in the superior courts situ-
ated in high-security zone,
a public relations officer
said.

He said that, the
Islamabad Capital Police
teams in the high-security
zone are diligently fulfilling
their duties to ensure the
effective security arrange-
ments during the hearings
of crucial cases in the supe-
rior courts.

Senior police officers
have directed the officers
and personnel on duty to

ensure the security of im-
portant government offices,
superior courts, and embas-
sies located in the high-se-
curity zone.

All officers and per-
sonnel were also directed to
perform their duties with
utmost dedication to up-
hold peace and security,
with no room for negligence
or complacency during
duty hours.

The Islamabad Capi-
tal Police is taking all pos-
sible measures to safeguard
the lives and property of
the citizens. Any distur-
bance to the public peace
will not be tolerated.

Citizens are urged to
cooperate with the police
and report any suspicious
activities or objects to their
respective police station or
dial emergency helpline
“Pucar-15” or “ICT-15”
application.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon has inaugurated an
extensive anti-polio cam-
paign aiming to vaccinate
400,000 children under the
age of five years.

Accompanied by a
dedicated team, including
Additional Deputy Com-
missioners, District
Health Officer and Assis-
tant Commissioners, the
Deputy Commissioner
personally administered
polio drops, setting a de-
termined tone for the ini-
tiative, ICT spokesman
Dr Abdullah Tabasum told
on Friday.

The week long drive
involves a comprehensive
strategy to reach and ev-
ery household and street in
the federal capital. The
polio workers and teams
are diligently going door-
to-door, ensuring that no
child is left without the vi-
tal vaccine to guarantee

effective coverage, As-
sistant Commissioners
will supervise the teams
in their respective jurisdic-
tions.

Highlighting the im-
portance of the campaign,
the DC emphasized the
presence of positive po-
lio cases in nearby areas.
With Islamabad being a hub
of nationwide movement,
he urged the citizens to
exercise heightened cau-
tion.

The Deputy
Commissioner’s call for
vigilance underscores the
need for a collective effort
to maintain the capital’s
polio-free status.

The DC urged the
parents to ensure their chil-
dren receive two doses of
polio drops. The empha-
sis on the dual doses aligns
with the global strategy to
eradicate polio and under-
scores the community’s
role in achieving a polio-
free Pakistan.

ET directs
PTI leader

Zafar to clear
property tax

dues till Monday
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Tribunal (ET) has
directed PTI leader syed
Zafar Ali Shah to clear
property tax dues till Mon-
day.

The petition filed
against rejection of nomina-
tion papers of PTI leader
Syed Zafar Ali Shah came
up for hearing before Jus-
tice Arbab Muhammad
Tahir of ET Friday.

The court remarked it
is matter of property tax
and two vehicles. We will
hear it on Monday. Zafar
Sahb you have to pay some
dues of CDA.

Zafar Ali Shah said we
have not been issued any
notice. The department
should tell us at least. It was
not in our knowledge that
some dues were payable by
us. It was said at the time
of scrutiny that your dues
are clear. It was informed by
the Election Commission
that there were some out-
standing dues of property
tax against Zafar Ali Shah.

ISLAMABAD: Power Division and K-Electric Ink landmark agreements, in
the presence of Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali, providing energy
security for Karachi at Power Division.

Federal government, KE
ink agreements to ensure

energy security for Karachi
Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD : The
Federal government and
Karachi Electric (KE)
signed various agreements
on Friday, aimed at
ensuring energy security
for Karachi.

The agreements were
signed at the Energy
Division through
representative bodies in the
presence of Muhammad
Ali, Minister of Energy,
Power and Petroleum, and
Dr Shamshad Akhtar,
Minister of Finance while
KE was represented by
CEO, Moonis Alvi and
CFO, Muhammad Aamir
Ghaziani.

These agreements
address longstanding
disputes between the
government and KE,
particularly in formalizing
and securing a stable power
supply from the National
Grid to Karachi, up to the
interconnection capacity.

Resolving these
legacy matters is crucial for

both Karachi’s energy
security and the
sustainability of KE as a
company. The agreements
include the Tariff
Differential Subsidy
Agreement (TDA) and
Power Purchase Agency
Agreement (PPAA),
marking a significant
milestone for the power
sector. The Interconnection
Agreement (ICA) is
expected to be signed after
approval from NEPRA.

The firm supply of
energy from the National
Grid is anticipated to
provide affordable power
to KE customers. The
signing of a Mediation
Agreement (MA) is also
essential for reconciling
legacy contentions on
payables and receivables
between KE and
government entities.

Caretaker Minister
for Power and Petroleum
Muhammad Ali said, “We
are tackling a Gordian knot
in the power sector with a

vision to bring efficiency
and long-term stability.
Today’s signing is one facet
of this, where we have
addressed legacy
bottlenecks. It
demonstrates the
willpower and
commitment of our
institutions towards
Pakistan.”

The minister said the
Ministry is working hard
to provide an enabling
environment for the power
sector to thrive because the
ultimate beneficiary of our
interventions is the
customer. Muhammad Ali
thanked the Finance
Minister Dr. Shamshad
Akhtar for her involvement
and support.

“This is the best news
to the Karachi consumers
as power issues will be
much more stabilized now.
KE has always been treated
by the government as a

Govt taking up issue
of ‘ghost article’ with

The Economist: Solangi
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi on Friday
said that the government
would take up the issue of
a “ghost article”, published
in the name of a jailed poli-
tician, with the foreign me-
dia outlet ‘The Economist’.

“Today, we are writ-
ing to the Editor of The
Economist about an article
purportedly written by Mr
Imran Khan,” the minister
said in a long thread posted
on the social media plat-
form ‘X’. He said it was
“puzzling and disconcert-

ing” that such an esteemed
media outlet published an
article in the name of an in-
dividual who was in jail and
had been convicted.

The caretaker govern-
ment, he said, believed that
it was critically essential to
uphold ethical standards
and promote responsible
journalism.

“We would like to
know how the editorial de-
cision was made, and what
considerations were taken
into account regarding the
legitimacy and credibility of
the content by the The
Economist,” Solangi said
while referring to the article.

Education development is
vital for poverty alleviation

in Pakistan: Madad Ali
KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Education and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi
on Friday education devel-
opment is vital for poverty
alleviation in Pakistan that
is the reason we are paying
attention to education and
skill development.

He was addressing as
chief guest on the occasion
of 20th Annual Convoca-
tion-2023 of SZABIST
University - Karachi Cam-
pus held at Expo Center
here. Madad Ali Sindhi said
that educated and skilled
manpower are imperative
for growth of any society.

He said that the large

proportion of the popula-
tion get education from the
public sector education
system, therefore there is a
need to impart training to
teachers of the public sec-
tor schools. The Federal
Education Minister called
upon the political parties to
give priority to education
development in the next
five years. He recalled that
the Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Institute of Science
and Technology (SZABIST)
was founded by former
prime minister, Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto in 1995 and
now SZABIST is estab-
lished as a well-reputed
education institute.

Senate Committee deliberates
on Bill titled "The Cutting of

Trees (Prohibition)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: A Meeting
of Senate Standing Commit-
tee on Interior was held at
Parliament House on Friday
with Senator Mohsin Aziz
in Chair.

The Senate Committee
deliberated on the Bill titled
"The Cutting of Trees (Pro-
hibition) (Amendment) Bill,
2023." Senator Palwasha
Muhammad Zai Khan, the
bill's mover, stated that the
aim of the bill is to protect
the environment of the city,
given the country's current
climate crisis.

She emphasized that the
bill serves as an epitome for
the provinces. She added that
centuries-old trees have been
cut down to meet the hous-
ing needs of the city, and
such practices should be
stopped once and for all.
Officials informed the com-
mittee that certain provisions
in the CDA exclusively deal
with the protection of trees,
and the CDA is also empow-
ered to impose fines on
wrongdoers.

The committee deferred
the deliberations on the bill
until the next meeting. Fur-
thermore, the committee dis-
cussed the Bill titled "The
Rehriban (Street Vendors)
Livelihood Protection Bill,

2023." Senator Sania Nishtar,
the bill's mover, explained
that there are approximately
one million street vendors in
the country, generating Rs.
900 Billion in annual sales.
Unfortunately, there is no le-
gal framework in place to
regulate these street vendors.
She stated that the purpose
of the bill is to protect street
vendors from the vandalism
of municipal staff and shop-
keepers and to provide a se-
cure livelihood for street ven-
dors.

Officials apprised the
committee that the bill is in
conflict with the Local Gov-
ernment Act, and certain by-
laws are already in place for
the regulation of street ven-
dors. The committee de-
ferred the deliberations on the
bill until the next meeting.
Moreover, the Senate body
deliberated on the Bill titled
"The National Database and
Registration Authority Bill,
2023."

 Senator Fawzia Arshad,
the bill's mover, stated that
the primary objective of the
bill is to make it mandatory
for NADRA to provide
registration facilitation to
persons with disabilities,
prisoners, transgender per-
sons, and religious minori-
ties.

Nadeem urges society to play
role in polio eradication,

importance of family planning
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health Dr Nadeem Jan
Friday emphasized the ne-
cessity of raising awareness
about family planning-re-
lated myths among the rural
population and called upon
every section of society to
play its due role in the com-
plete eradication of poliovi-
rus. Talking to a private news
channel, he said that every
government was playing
its top-level commitment
and thoroughly engaged in
various national polio
drives where it is immu-
nizing children under five
in the country against the
paralyzing poliovirus.

“Every child has the
right to live life free from

the threat of disability
caused by polio and we will
not rest until all children are
safe from it,” Dr Jan said.

Minister also urged
that scholars, educators,
media, and civil society
should create more awarness
for importance of family
planning, adding, govern-
ment needs the help of Is-
lamic scholars to convince
the public. Replying to a
query about the upcoming
‘Global Health Security
Summit in Islamabad’ which
will officially be inaugurated
from January 10th to 11th
said that moot would serve
as a great opportunity of
bringing together international
and national experts to share
expertise and knowledge.

Grant approved
for PTV Quetta’s
cameramen died
in road accident

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Television (PTV)
Managing Director Sayyed
Mubashar Tauqir Shah on
Friday approved financial
assistance for the families
of PTV Quetta Center’s
Chief Cameraman Ahmed
Khan Solangi and Camera-
man Zafar Ali, who died in
a road crash the other day.

The decision was
taken in line with the direc-
tives of Minister for Infor-
mation, Broadcasting and
Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi and Sec-
retary Information Shahera
Shahid, said a news release.

The grant of Rs 2.4
million was approved for the
family of Chief Cameraman
Ahmed Khan Solangi and Rs
1.5. million for the family
of Cameraman Zafar Ali.

Tax clearance
certificate
issued to
Sanjrani

I S L A M A B A D
(Online): Tax clearance
certificate has been issued
to chairman Senate Sadiq
Sanjarani.

Tax clearance certifi-
cate has been issued by
FBR.

The candidates will
take part in the election eas-
ily due to issuance of tax
clearance certificate.

ECP completes
training of

electoral staff
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has com-
pleted priority-based train-
ing for election supervisory
staff appointed for the
smooth conduct of the 2024
general elections. According
to the electoral body, the
training of 579,191 people
has been completed, while
the remaining 406,222
people will complete train-
ing by February 1.

ECP spokesman said
on Thursday that the Com-
mission had initiated train-
ing for nearly one million
election staff during the last
week of November, 2023,
which would conclude by
February 1, 2024.

The remaining
406,222 election super-
visory staff, including
District Returning Offic-
ers, Returning Officers,
Presiding Officers, Assis-
tant Presiding Officers, and
others would be imparted
training before the deadline,
he added.

Strict disciplinary ac-
tion was being taken against
the staff who remained ab-
sent during the training
programme, the ECP
spokesman said.

NUST, NADRATL join
hands for promoting

indigenous R&D initiatives
in biometric technologies

ISLAMABAD (INP):
National University of
Sciences and Technology
(NUST) and NADRA
Technologies Limited
(NTL) have formalized a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU), facilitat-
ing collaboration in re-
search, development and
innovation of biometric
technologies. This meeting
held at NADRA Head-
quarters today, marks the
commencement of a stra-
tegic partnership aimed at
strengthening industry-
academia linkages as well.

NTL, specializes in

digital identity solutions
through its flagship Paki-
stan ID stack which has
led to its recognition as a
preeminent system inte-
grator. With a successful
track record spanning
nearly two decades, NTL
has consistently provided
trustworthy services in
the fields of e-Gover-
nance, e-Passport, smart
identity cards, and civil
registration. NTL’s note-
worthy accomplishments
have earned it recognition
as a leader in digital trans-
formation, both on a na-
tional and global scale.


