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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar ch

Security Committee, in the Federal Capital.

airs a meeting of the National

Interim Govt decides to hire services
of retired security personnel for
election duty in Balochistan

Caretaker Chief Minister directs to bring more improvement in
measures taken for law and order for elections; create
conductive environment for

Independent Report

QUETTA: Expressing sat-
isfaction over the measures
taken for law and order to
conduct the general elec-
tions in Balochistan, the
caretaker Chief Minister
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has directed the
concerned the concerned
authorities to bring more
improvement in the mea-
sures taken so far.

He also directed to the
concerned high ups to re-
move the complaints and
reservation of the election
candidates and the general
public about the elections.

In addition to this, con-
tingency plans should be
prepared for restoration of

peace during the elections
as per the regional circum-
stances.

These and similar other
directives were issued by
the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter while chairing a high
level meeting about law
and order and general
elections in the province,
here at the Chief Minister
secretariat on Friday morn-
ing.

The meeting was at-
tended by the Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan,
Additional Chief Secretary
Home, Zahid Saleem, ad-
ministrative secretaries of
the concerned departments,
divisional commissioners,
deputy commissioners,
police high ups besides

voters

other concerned senior of-
ficials.

Certain important deci-
sions were made about se-
curity deployment, instal-
lation of CCTV cameras
and timely supply of the
election material in the prov-
ince.

The Chief Secretary,
Additional Chief Secretary
Home and Divisional Com-
missioners briefed the meet-
ing about the steps taken
and being taken for restora-
tion of peace and conduct-
ing elections in the prov-
ince.

The Chief Minister
also directed to create con-
ductive environment for the
voters to use their right of
franchise.

RAHIM YAR KHAN: Chairman PPP B
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public gathering in in Liaquatpur.

ilawal Bhutto Zardari addressing the

Speaks with Iranian FM
Jilani expresses
Pakistan’s readiness
to work with

Iran based on trust

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Foreign Minis-
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani on
Friday spoke with his Ira-
nian counterpart Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian.

Underscoring the
close brotherly relations
between Pakistan and
Iran, the foreign minister
expressed Pakistan’s de-
sire to work with Iran
based on spirit of mutual
trust and cooperation.

He stressed that re-
spect for territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty must
underpin the cooperation.

The two foreign
ministers agreed that
working level cooperation
and close coordination on
counter-terrorism and
other aspects of mutual
concern should be
strengthened.

They also agreed to
de-escalate the situation.

The return of ambas-
sadors of the two coun-
tries to their respective
capitals was also dis-
cussed.

This is the second tele-
phonic interaction be-
tween the two foreign
ministers this week, as
earlier Jilani had received
a call from his Iranian
counterpart on Wednes-
day after Iran had violated
Pakistan’s airspace.

FM Jilani also under-
scored the need for closer
cooperation on security
issues.

PPP to facilitate destitute,

LIAQUATPUR (INP):
Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
said, after elected to
power, his party would
facilitate the marginalized
sections of the society and
end Rs1500 billion subsidy
being ‘given’ to elites ev-
ery year.

While addressing a
public gathering in connec-
tion with the General Elec-
tions 2024 in Liaquatpur
on Friday, the PPP Chair-
man said that his party
presented a 10-point
agenda to combat inflation,
unemployment and pov-
erty. He said that Rs. 300
billion were spent on seven
‘unnecessary’ federal min-
istries, vowing to abolish
the same.

He said that Rs300 bil-
lion being wasted on un-
necessary  ministries
would be spent on welfare
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QUETTA: National Party’s Chief Dr. Abdul Malik

end subsidies of elites after
elected to power: Bilawal

of the public.

Benzair Bhutto and
Asif Ali Zardari had al-
ways fulfilled their prom-
ises with the people,
Bilawal said adding that he
would also live up to the
expectations of the people
after ‘becoming’ the prime
minister.

The PPP’s would give
free electricity up to 300
units and establish three
million houses for the
needy people, he said add-
ing that Benezir Income
Support Programme was
launched earlier and now
farmers will get the card.

The Chairman PPP
said that his party’s gov-
ernment provided financial
assistance to the people
through Benazir Income
Support Programme in the
previous tenure and now
it would issue, Mazdoor
Card, Kisan Card and
Youth Card

Baloch addressing press conference regarding

upcoming election in Quetta Press Club.

President pays
tribute to Pak
Army soldiers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday paid tribute to the
soldiers of Pakistan Army
who embraced martyrdom
in an attack in Lakki
Marwat on January 10.
Talking to the family
members of Sepoy
Muhammad Afzal and
Abrar Hussan over tele-
phone, the president of-
fered deep condolence and
prayed for elevation of
ranks of the martyred in
paradise. He also expressed
sympathies with the fam-
ily members of the martyrs.
The president, on be-
half of the entire nation sa-
luted the martyrs for sacri-
ficing their lives for the sake
of the country’s security.

Election will be
held on Feb 08
despite Pak-Iran

tension: ECP

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has said it
is focusing on holding elec-
tion on February 8 despite
border tension between Pa-
kistan and Iran. According
to ECP spokesperson EC is
determined to hold election ac-
cording to schedule and date
announced in this regard.

He said EC is engaged
in the preparations for hold-
ing election. No such pro-
posal or option is under con-
sideration that election date
couldbereviewed in the wake
of Pakistan-Iran tension.

Maryam lauds
PML-N’s
steadfastness

against challenges

KHANEWAL (INP): Paki-
stan Muslim League Senior
Vice President and Chief
Organiser Maryam Nawaz
Sharif heaped praise on the
steadfastness of the party
despite facing a litany of
challenges.

She emphasised, “good
and bad times are very part
of politics but the PML-N
has not left the field and is
always ready to serve the
masses with a renewed
zeal.” She made these re-
marks while addressing a
rally in Khanewal where the
PML-N chief organiser said
she could not be more grate-
ful as a lot of people have
come to attend the PML-N’s
power show despite the in-
clemency of the weather.

Earthquake of
magnitude 3.6
jolts Harnai,

surroundings

QUETTA (INP): An earth-
quake of magnitude 3.6 on
Richter scale jolted Harnai
and surrounding areas of
Quetta city on Friday after-
noon, reported Pakistan’s Na-
tional Seismic Monitoring
Center (PNSMC). Accord-
ing to PNSMC, tremours
measuring 3.6 on Richter
scale were felt in Harnai and
surrounding areas of the
provincial capital Quetta.

The epicentre of the
quake was stated to be at dis-
tance of 45 kilometres in
Harnai Southeast at a depth of
15 kilometers. People of the
areas where quake was felt
rushed out their homes and of-
fice in panic reciting verses
from Holy Quran and
Kalma e Tayyeba.

Pakistan, Iran should address each
other’s security concerns: NSC

Reiterates resolve to safeguard its sovereignty, territorial integrity at all cost; Security and
safety of the people of Pakistan was of paramount importance and no stone would be left
unturned to ensure it; Forum also reiterated the resolve to deal with the menace of terror-

ism, in all its forms and manifestations, with an iron hand

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Security
Committee (NSC) Friday
observed that Iran was a
neighbourly and brotherly
Muslim country and exist-
ing multiple communica-
tion channels between the
two countries should be
mutually utilised to ad-
dress each other’s security
concerns in the larger in-
terest of regional peace and
stability.

The committee, which
met with Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar in the chair to delib-
erate upon matters of na-
tional security, hoped that
in line with the universal
principles governing the
conduct of  good

neighbourly relations, the
two countries would mu-
tually be able to overcome
minor irritants through dia-
logue and diplomacy and
pave the way to further
deepen their historic rela-

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki

tions. The forum reviewed
the overall security in view
of the situation between
Pakistan and Iran.

It undertook a whole-
some review of the situ-
ation and lauded the
professional, calibrated
and proportionate re-
sponse by the Armed
Forces of Pakistan against
unprovoked and unlawful
violation of Pakistan’s
sovereignty.

During the meeting,
participants were briefed
about political and diplo-
matic developments bear-
ing upon the prevailing
situation between Pakistan
and Iran, and its impact on
the overall security milieu
in the region. The forum
also took stock of the ‘Op-
eration Marg Bar Sarmachar’,
which was successfully ex-
ecuted against Pakistani ori-
gin Baloch terrorists resid-
ing on the ungoverned
spaces inside Iran.

stan on January 16.

gard.

affection.

Iran, Pakistan’s interest in
restoring relationship to
pre-Jan 16 status: PM

Cabinet discusses situation arising

from Iranian attack on Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Friday briefed the Caretaker Federal Cabinet about
the situation arising from the Iranian attack on Paki-

The details of the attack, as well as Pakistan’s re-
sponse, were shared in the meeting of the Federal Cabi-
net held under the chairmanship of Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

The cabinet lauded the high professionalism with
which the Pakistan Armed Forces responded to the
breach of Pakistan’s sovereignty and how the entire
government machinery worked in unison in that re-

Addressing the cabinet, the prime minister aftfirmed
that Pakistan was a law abiding and peace loving coun-
try, and it sought friendly and cooperative relations
with all countries, particularly its neighbours.

PM Kakar said that Pakistan and Iran were two
brotherly countries that had historically enjoyed fra-
ternal and cooperative relations marked by respect and

presiding over a high level meeting to review steps taken for holding of peace-
ful elections in the province

Pak’s armed forces gave befitting
response to elements challenging
sovereignty of Pakistan: Jan

Independent Report

QUETTA: The carectaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has stated that the armed
forces of Pakistan have
given befitting response
to the elements challeng-
ing the sovereignty of
Pakistan.

He said that the armed
forces under leadership of
Chief of Army Staff, Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir have
made the whole nation
proud by giving befitting re-
sponse to Iran.

On this, the people of
Pakistan especially of
Balochistan are indebted to
the Army Chief, he said
adding that not only the
network of terrorism of In-
dia has been exposed but
those exploiting the issue of
missing Balochs in
Islamabad has also been ex-
posed with his (COAS)
very initiative.

The caretaker Minister
Information was addressing
ahurriedly called press con-
ference at the Sikandar
Jamali Auditorium, Civil
secretariat on Friday.

Caretaker Home Minister Captain (retd)
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Muhammad Zubair Jamali visiting District Jail

Dera Murad Jamali

THC orders police to provide
record of FIR registered against
Baloch demonstrators to counsel

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has directed
Islamabad police to pro-
vide record of FIR registered
against Baloch demonstra-
tors to the counsel of peti-
tioner.

A petition has been filed
by Sami Din Baloch in IHC
requesting the court to or-
der the respondents not to
harass Baloch demonstra-
tors besides directing police
provide record of FIR regis-
tered against the protesters
to the counsel.

Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kiyani resumed the hearing
of the case Friday.

The petitioner Bushra
Bibi appeared along with her
counsel Atta Ullah Kundi.

Advocate  General
Ayyaz Shaukat and AAG

Usman Rasul Ghumman too
appeared in the court.

Atta Ullah Kundi while
arguing said petitioners have
come to know some FIRs
have been registered against
Baloch demonstrators
within the jurisdiction of
Islamabad. It is requested to
court to provide record of
FIR registered against
Baloch demonstrators to the
petitioner so that he could
resort to the court of respec-
tive jurisdiction.

Advocate  General
(AG) Ayyaz Shaukat while
giving arguments said the
demonstrators are facing se-
vere security threats due to
recent border tension be-
tween Pakistan and Iran. It
is requested to court to or-
der the demonstrators to re-
turn to their home.

90 percent
soldiers will
to vote PTI:

Imran Khan

RAWALPINDI (Online):
PTI founder Imran Khan
has claimed 90 percent sol-
diers of Pakistan army will
vote for PTI

“Gen ® Bajwa told me
the entire army is with me.
Decisions of Bajwa ruined
Pakistan. But army is not at
fault, he said this in his in-
formal talks with journal-
ists here in Adiala jail.

He went on to say
Nawaz Sharif has come out
to launch election cam-
paign. Tell me who “arailo
kattain ruled the country for
16 months. The economy
was devasted for 16
months. 15 lac professional
left the country.

The biggest problem
was external deficit which
they had left behind, he
added.

Our government left
growth rate 6.7 percent
which they reduced to zero,
he remarked.

In our tenure inflation
remained 12.4 percent
which they took to 36 per-
cent. Terrorism graph
desended. Our relations
with the governmnet of Af-
ghan president Ashraf
Ghani were good, he re-
marked.

PEMRA adyvises
media to abide
by ECP’s code

of conduct

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority has
advised national electronic
media to abide by code of
conduct issued by Election
Commission.

The directives issued
by the PEMRA stated that
all its licensees are obliged
to abide by code of conduct
issued by Election Com-
mission in the run of elec-
tions being held on Febru-
ary

8.

The ECP specified any
violation of code will be
treated seriously and alle-
gations made by one candi-
date against another will
require confirmation from
both sides before prosecu-
tion can commence.

Agencies issue
security alert for
Baloch protesters

in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
intelligence agencies have
issued a security alert for
the participants of a protest
being held these days in the
Red Zone area of
Islamabad, reported on

Friday.
The Baloch Yakjehti
Council (BYC) and

Balochistan Shuhda Forum
(BSF) have been staging a
protest camp outside the
Islamabad National Club
for the last several days.

According to the letter
by the agencies, due to ten-
sion on the Iran-Pakistan
border, there is a security
threat as anti-national ele-
ments and terrorists can
target these protest camps
to sabotage peace and or-
der in the country.

The letter further says
that it should be clear that
Balochistan National Party
(Mengal) leader Jamal
Raisani is already facing a
security threat.

Three shot dead
over children
conflict, accused

attempts suicide

PISHIN (INP): An accused
gunned down three includ-
ing father and two sons
over children conflict and
attempted suicide with
same weapon here on Fri-
day.

According to details,
the incident took place in
Lamaran area of Pishin
where an accused shot
death three including father
and two sons over dispute
among the children.

The culprit attempted
to suicide with same
weapon after committing
triple murder and hospital-
ized in serious condition.

The bodies were
shifted to hospital and later
handed over to heirs after
legal formalities.

The police registered a
case into the incident and
started an investigation.

UN Chief urges
Pakistan, Iran to
de-escalate &
resolve all

issues peacefully

WASHINGTON (INP):
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
has expressed deep concern
over the current tensions
between Pakistan and Iran,
urging them to de-escalate
and resolve all their issues
peacefully.

The UN Secretary-
General in a statement
asked both sides to exercise
maximum restraint to avoid
any further escalation.

Antonio Guterres un-
derlines that all security
concerns between the two
countries must be ad-
dressed by peaceful means
in accordance with the prin-
ciples of sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity and good
neighbourly relations.
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After India, Iran learnt a bitter lesson

By Qamar Bashir
Press Secretary to the President(Rtd); Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC

Bilateral breakdown

In a shocking turn of events, Pakistan-Iran ties have
hit rock bottom in a matter of days, sparked by
Tehran’s unprovoked strike in Panjgur.

On Tuesday, the caretaker prime minister and
the Iranian foreign minister were exchanging pleas-
antries in Davos, while both navies were conduct-
ing joint drills in the Strait of Hormuz.

Later that day, Tehran would strike Pakistani
territory in an unprecedented move, claiming to have
hit anti-Iran terrorists. Pakistan insisted two chil-
dren were killed in the ill-advised action. After down-
grading diplomatic ties, Pakistan on Thursday struck

Iranian territory.

According to ISPR, terrorists belonging to
Baloch separatist outfits were neutralised in Opera-
tion Marg Bar Samachar near Saravan. Iran claims
“foreign nationals” were killed in the Pakistani ac-

tion.

The immediate need is to de-escalate matters,
and prevent the conflict from spiralling further.
While Iran’s action in Panjgur was highly condem-
nable, both states must handle the fallout with care.

It is easy to dial up tensions, but this would
not be in the interest of either country. There must
be a frank discussion between both capitals about
the common problem of militancy. Pakistan says
Baloch separatists find shelter in Iran, while Tehran
claims Baloch extremist groups such as Jaish al-Adl
operate from this side of the border.

Over the years, both states have lost security
men as well as civilians in border clashes and acts
of terrorism, and a robust mechanism needs to be
discussed in order to prevent the soil of either coun-
try from being used against the other.

Relations between Pakistan and Iran have been
cordial since independence, and even after Iran took
an ideological turn after the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion, matters did not deteriorate, despite Pakistan’s
closeness to the American and Saudi camp. While
the current crisis is indeed a grave one, both sides
can still row back and prevent further acrimony, if

they choose to do so.

Admittedly, it will take time to rebuild trust, but
neither state can afford hostility. For Pakistan, two
borders — India and Afghanistan — remain tense;
therefore, it is not in this country’s interest to see
hostilities break out at its frontier with Iran. Paki-
stan should seek iron-clad guarantees from the Ira-
nian leadership that its territorial sovereignty will

not be violated again.

Thereafter, diplomatic and security officials
need to engage regularly to thwart the stratagems
of violent non-state actors. Common friends, prima-
rily China and Turkiye, have offered their services
to mediate. Tehran and Islamabad should consider
these offers positively. Moreover, bilateral contacts
need to be established at the highest levels in both
states in order to build confidence and prevent a
worsening of the situation. Malign forces would
like to see this crisis explode; leaders in both capi-
tals must ensure this does not happen.

The Pakistani Armed
Forces, renowned for
their professionalism
and tactical expertise,

executed Operation
Marg Bar Sarmachar
(translated as “Death to
Fighters”) with remark-
able precision and effec-
tiveness. This opera-
tion, a direct response to
Iran’s intrusion, show-
cased their strategic
prowess through a me-
ticulously planned and
executed strike, approxi-
mately 80 kilometers in-
side Iranian territory.
Utilizing advanced mili-
tary technology, includ-
ing killer missiles, loiter-
ing ammunition, and
standoff mortars, the
operation targeted and
successfully neutralized
hideouts of the Baloch
terrorist outfits BLA and
BLF.

This carefully cali-
brated retaliation, far
from being an act of ag-
gression, was a neces-
sary measure of self-de-
fense. The operation’s
flawless execution,
coupled with its strate-
gic restraint, under-
scores Pakistan’s posi-
tion as a responsible
military power, fully ca-
pable of defending its na-
tional interests while ad-
hering to international
norms and standards of
warfare. This decisive
action sent a strong mes-
sage about Pakistan’s
ability to respond to
threats with precision
and professionalism, ce-
menting its status as a
formidable force in the
region.

In total disbelief,
the unprovoked and ag-
gressive action by Iran
was  perceived in
Islamabad and across Pa-

kistan as a profound be-
trayal and deceit by a
nation long regarded as a
close ally sparked a deep-
seated anguish among the
Pakistani armed forces,
government, and citizens
alike. It was not just the
act itself but the sense of
treachery from a country
considered a brotherly
friend that intensified the
emotional response. The
people of Pakistan felt
an acute sense of being
backstabbed, not by a
known adversary like In-
dia, but by a nation with
whom they shared a
bond of brotherhood and
solidarity. This event has
not only caused a strate-
gic reevaluation in
Islamabad but has also
left an indelible mark on
the collective psyche of
the Pakistani nation, re-
shaping perceptions and
potentially altering the
course of regional alli-
ances and diplomatic re-
lations.

Perhaps soon after
the attacks, Iran realized
that it has committed a
strategic and tactical
mistake by equating
Syria and Iraq with Pa-
kistan in terms of mili-
tary retaliation capabili-
ties, especially consider-
ing Pakistan’s status as a
nuclear-armed nation
with highly trained armed
forces. It realized that
while Syria and Iraq due
to various internal and
external factors, were not
in a position to respond
with equivalent military
might, Pakistan, a
nuclear-armed state with
a well-trained and
equipped military, pre-
sents a vastly different
scenario. The capacity
for significant military
response from Pakistan
is considerably higher,
making any aggressive
action towards it riskier.

Pakistan’s status as
a nuclear power adds a
critical dimension to its
defense capabilities. The
nuclear deterrent is a sig-
nificant factor that any
adversary must consider
before engaging in mili-
tary actions against Pa-

kistan. Nuclear capabili-
ties are not just about the
potential use of nuclear
weapons, but they also
serve as a strategic deter-
rent in international rela-
tions, signaling severe
consequences in the
event of escalated con-
flicts.

This incident resur-
rected the memories of
India’s similar incursions
in the past and the stern
lesson it learned from
Pakistan’s decisive and
skillful retaliation. It
seemed as though Iran
had overlooked or disre-
garded the clear message
Pakistan had sent in the
past about its military
capabilities and resolve
to defend its sovereignty.

In 2019, Pakistan’s
response to India’s
Balakot airstrike was a
masterclass in military
strategy and diplomatic
tact. Swiftly intercepting
an Indian aircraft and
capturing its pilot, Paki-
stan turned a potential
escalation point into a
diplomatic opportunity.
The release of the Indian
pilot was a calculated
gesture of de-escalation,
earning global acclaim for
Pakistan’s commitment
to restraint and peace.
This move significantly
bolstered Pakistan’s in-
ternational standing,
projecting it as a nation
prioritizing stability and
diplomatic engagement
over extended conflict,
especially crucial given
the nuclear capabilities of
both countries.

In stark contrast,
the recent tensions with
Iran, sparked by Iranian
missile strikes resulting
in civilian casualties in
Pakistan, prompted a
different kind of re-
sponse. Pakistan’s mili-
tary retaliation, pre-
cisely targeting militants
within Iran’s borders,
demonstrated
assertiveness while care-
fully avoiding a broader
military engagement.
This situation diverges
from the 2019 scenario
with India, reflecting a
more intricate and evolv-

ing diplomatic challenge.

These two episodes
collectively highlight
Pakistan’s sage ap-
proach to regional chal-
lenges. The nation has
shown its capacity to
blend decisive military
action with diplomatic
sensibility effectively.
The response to India in
2019 displayed
Pakistan’s adeptness in
conflict resolution and
peacekeeping. Con-
versely, the current situ-
ation with Iran tests
Pakistan’s ability to
navigate ongoing re-
gional disputes, main-
taining a balance be-
tween self-defense and a
commitment to regional
and international peace.
These instances under-
score Pakistan’s role as
a key player in a vola-
tile regional landscape,
capable of managing
complex international
relations while stead-
fastly upholding its na-
tional security and sov-
ereignty.

Amidst the already
tumultuous landscape of
the Middle East, where
Israel conducts
airstrikes in Gaza and
the West Bank, and
Hezbollah faces off in
Lebanon, the region is a
tinderbox of conflict and
human suffering. The
United States’ opera-
tions against the Houthi
tribe in Yemen, aimed at
ensuring the Red Sea’s
strategic trade route re-
mains open, add another
layer to this complex
scenario. In such a vola-
tile environment, Iran’s
decision to launch at-
tacks on three Muslim
countries is not only ill-
timed but also exacer-
bates the region’s insta-
bility.

This period is espe-
cially harrowing for ci-
vilians caught in the
crossfire. Daily, innocent
lives are lost as collat-
eral damage in the ongo-
ing conflict between
Hamas and Israel, while
many more suffer the
brutalities of winter
without adequate food

or shelter. It’s a time
when leadership and
unity among Muslim na-
tions are more critical
than ever. Instead of
opening new battle-
fronts, exacerbating ex-
isting conflicts, and add-
ing to the regional tur-
moil, this moment calls
for a concerted effort to-
wards de-escalation and
peace.

Iran, with its sig-
nificant influence in the
region, had the opportu-
nity to exercise leader-
ship by working along-
side other Muslim coun-
tries to douse the flames
of conflict. Such actions
could have fostered a
much-needed sense of
unity and purpose
among nations already
burdened by war and
strife. In these pressing
times, the focus should
be on humanitarian as-
sistance, diplomatic ef-
forts to resolve con-
flicts, and steps towards
lasting peace, rather than
engaging in actions that
further ignite the volatile
landscape of the Middle
East.

In the wake of the
highly charged and vola-
tile episode between Iran
and Pakistan, it is im-
perative that both na-
tions exercise prudence
and seek a path towards
de-escalation. The hope
is that this unfortunate
incident will soon be rel-
egated to the back-
ground, paving the way
for the restoration of
normal diplomatic chan-
nels. It is crucial for Iran
and Pakistan to
collaboratively develop
a robust, credible strat-
egy to dismantle safe
havens for militants
within their borders.
This approach should be
transparent, verifiable,
and based on mutual
trust and cooperation.

To effectively
counter the menace of
terrorism, both nations
must engage in regular,
in-depth dialogues at
various levels, particu-
larly among intelligence
agencies and military

units. These discussions
should aim to foster un-
derstanding, share criti-
cal information, and co-
ordinate efforts more ef-
ficiently. Additionally,
conducting joint and co-
ordinated operations
along the border regions
could prove instrumen-
tal in uprooting the en-
trenched terrorist net-
works that threaten the
security and stability of
both countries.

Such collaborative
efforts would not only
signify a commitment to
combating terrorism but
also demonstrate a
shared dedication to re-
gional peace and secu-
rity. By joining forces,
Iran and Pakistan can set
a powerful example of
how cooperation and
strategic partnership can
overcome challenges and
contribute to a safer,
more stable region. The
urgency of re-establish-
ing a constructive and
cooperative relationship
between these two na-
tions cannot be over-
stated, especially in are-
gion that has long been
plagued by conflict and
instability.

The leadership of
both countries should
recognize that their
people aspire not for war
and conflict, but for
growth, development,
and peace. The path to a
prosperous future lies in
creating conditions that
enable citizens to lead
happy and contented
lives. This can only be
achieved by avoiding
war and channeling re-
sources towards the bet-
terment of their nations.
Iran and Pakistan have
the opportunity to ex-
emplify how countries
can contribute posi-
tively to regional peace,
emphasizing diplomatic
engagement over mili-
tary confrontation. Such
efforts would not only
benefit their own citi-
zens but also set a pre-
cedent for conflict reso-
lution and humanitarian
consideration in interna-
tional relations.

Commerce News

Minister sets ambitious goals for
Pakistan’s economic self-reliance

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Caretaker Minister for
Commerce, Industries and
Investment Dr. Ejaz Gohar
expressed confidence in
the government’s efforts to
steer the country’s
economy towards self-
reliance.

Addressing the 3-day

3¢  Engineering and
Healthcare Show organized
by the Ministry of

Commerce and Industries
in collaboration with the
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) at the Expo
Centre here on Friday,
Gohar outlined key
strategies for sustained

economic progress.
The minister
emphasized the need for
the upcoming elected
government to uphold the
current administration’s
pace and policies,
particularly focusing on
achieving a formidable 100
billion dollar export target
within the next ten years.
Gohar stressed that the
primary focus should be on
increasing exports, and to
facilitate  this, the
government is introducing
export-friendly facilities.
Identifying economic
challenges as Pakistan’s
major issue, Gohar
underscored the

importance of increasing
exports tenfold and
strengthening various
sectors,  particularly
textiles, agriculture, and the
power sector. He revealed
that despite IMF
conditions, Pakistan
managed to increase
exports by 50 per cent in
the past five months, when
July 2023 export volumes
was 2 billion dollars.
Highlighting efforts to
boost the exports, Gohar
announced a subsidized
rate of 9 cents per unit of
electricity for all industries.
He affirmed the
government’s commitment
to fortifying textiles,

agriculture, and other
sectors  crucial  for
economic growth. The
minister noted a monthly
increase of one billion
dollars in exports over the
past three months, and with
revised tariffs, he
anticipated a doubling of
the country’s export
figures. During his visit to
various stalls at the Expo,
Minister Gohar engaged
with representatives from
different companies who
briefed him on their
manufacturing processes.
Gohar concluded his
address by expressing
optimism about Pakistan’s
promising economic.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Fina

ol

nc

meeting on drugs pricing mechanism.

e, Revenue and

=

WASHINGTON: Ambassador asood Khan addressing a jam-packed hall,

comprising members of the think-tank community, businessmen,
entrepreneurs, opinion makers and the media, Ambassador Masood Khan
highlighted the importance of Pak-US relations.

Govt attaches top priority
to development of agri
sector: Ch Hameed

FAISALABAD (APP):
Director  Agriculture
(Extension) Chaudhry
Abdul Hameed said that the
development of the
agricultural sector was top
priority of the government
as the sector provides raw
materials for industries as
well as meet the nutritional
needs of the country’s
population.

He said here on
Friday that all possible

measures were being taken
for the development of the
agriculture sector.

He explained that in the
total agricultural produce of
Pakistan, 70% of cotton,
76% of wheat, 81% of rice,
49% of sugarcane and 65%
of the mangoes were
produced in Punjab province.
It was imperative to increase
agricultural produce to meet
the nutritional needs of the
growing population.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity reported
at the Port where six ships
namely, Meratus
Jayakarta, Lucky Star,
Victoria Kosan, Benue,
Ullswater and  Jal
Kalpavriksh carrying
Containers, Palm oil,
Chemicals, LNG, LPG and
Coal, berthed at Container
Terminal, Liquid Terminal,
Engro Terminal, Gas
Terminal, Sui Southern Gas
Terminal and Bulk Cargo
Terminal respectively on
Thursday.

SECP, ADB to host
workshop on “Women in
Finance Thought Leaders”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Securities and
Exchange of Pakistan and
the Asian Development
Bank are partnering to host
a “Women in Finance

Thought Leaders
Workshop,” featuring
experts from the

microfinance sector, ADB,
Women’s World Banking,
IFC, and Google.

The workshop aims
to foster a collaborative
environment for thought
leaders to discuss strategies

for women’s
empowerment through
microfinance and address
challenges and
opportunities in financial
inclusion, said a press
release issued here on
Friday.

The event will feature
a series of interactive
sessions and  panel
discussions to highlight how
non-bank microfinance
institutions (NBMFTIs) can
aid women in achieving
financial independence.

Weekly inflation
up by 0.34 percent

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly inflation
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI),
witnessed an increase of
0.34 per cent for the
combined consumption
groups during the week
ended on January 18, the
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported
on Friday.

According to the PBS
data, the SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was
recorded at 319.00 points
as compared to 317.92
points during the past
week.

As compared to the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the
combined consumption
group in the week under
review witnessed an
increase of 44.64 per cent.

The weekly SPI with
the base year 2015-16
=100 covers 17 urban
centres and 51 essential
items for all expenditure

groups.
The SPI for the
lowest consumption

group up to Rs. 17,732,
increased by 0.61 percent
and went up to 314.12
points from last week’s
312.23 points.

Pak-US relations set on boosting
economy, trade: Masood Khan

WASHINGTON (APP):
:Pakistan-US relations are
strengthening in both
security and non-security
areas, with a special focus
on investment and trade
cooperation that
emphasize the utility of
the recently launched
platform of the Special
Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC),
Ambassador Masood Khan
has said.

“We must be
partners we must

continue to talk to each
other and resolve issues
that would hinder peace
and security in the region,
but, more importantly, we
must develop people-to-

people contacts and
increase economic
cooperation”, the

Pakistani envoy told a
large audience in the
prestigious University
Club in Washington D.C.
The club’s
International Committee
had invited Ambassador
Masood Khan to speak on
a wide array of subjects.
The audience
comprised members of the
think-tank community,
businessmen,
entrepreneurs, opinion
makers, and the media.
Highlighted  the
importance of Pak-US
relations, the ambassador
cited the presence of 80 US

companies in Pakistan, he
said that the US has a
standing advantage because
of it’s companies’
experience in Pakistan
spanning decades and their
existing investment
infrastructure in the
country.

In the field of
education and technology,
he termed the recently
renewed Pakistan-U.S.
Science and Technology
Cooperation Agreement
transformative and
stressed that its potential
should be fully utilized for
higher education, research
and development, and
technological
collaboration.

Gold rates up
by Rs.1,300

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The price per tola of 24
karat gold increased by
Rs1,300 and was sold at
Rs.215,000 in the local
market on Friday as
against its sale at
Rs.213,700 on the last
trading day. Likewise, the
price of 10 grams of 24
karat gold also went up by
Rs.1,115 to Rs.184,328
from Rs183,213 and the
price of 10 grams 22 karat

gold went up to
Rs.168,976 from
Rs.169,945.

President SCCI, RTO
Peshawar discuss
reforms in tax sector

PESHAWAR  (APP):
President Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) Fuad Ishaq and
Chief Commissioner,
Regional Tax Office
Peshawar Zafar Igbal have
agreed to hold an open
forum at the Chamber level
aiming to resolve the
problems of the business
community at their
doorstep.

According to the

details, an important
meeting between SCCI
President Fuad Ishaq and
Chief Commissioner RTO
Peshawar Zafar Igbal held
at the Regional Tax office,
said a press release issued
here on Friday.

The meeting was
attended by SCCI Senior
Vice President Sanaullah
Khan, Vice President Ijaz
Khan Afridi, Commissioner
Inland Revenue RTO.
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Governor directs VC IUB to
resolve the financial issues
of the university on priority

Independent Report
LAHORE: Chancellor/
Punjab Governor

Muhammad  Balighur
Rehman presided over a
high-level meeting today at
Governor House Lahore to
take stock of the
administrative and financial
aftairs of Islamia University
Bahawalpur. In the meeting,
the committee set up to
look into administrative and
financial affairs of Islamia
University presented a
report to the Governor of
Punjab. On this occasion,
the Punjab Governor
directed the Vice-Chancellor
of Islamia University
Bahawalpur, Professor Dr
Naveed Akhtar and other
officers to resolve the
financial issues of the
university on priority. He
also directed the VC to hold

e .

LAHORE: Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to
Pakistan, H. E. Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad Al Maliky

called on Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Raza Naqvi.

a meeting of the Syndicate
and take decisions quickly.
In this regard, Governor
Punjab also emphasized
that the university should
send the case of additional
grant immediately to the
government as per its
requirements so that it can
be implemented soon. It is
worth mentioning here that
from 2013 to 2018, the
federal grant of the
university  increased
continuously, while after
2018, a continuous decrease
in the grant was observed.
Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Muhammad  Balighur
Rahman said that timely
payment of salaries of
teachers and staff should be
ensured. He said that quick
and durable steps should be
taken to set the university

in the right direction. He
urged that unnecessary
expenses should be reduced
and the sources of income
should be increased in such
a way that fees are not
increased. Previous inquiry
reports of Chief Minister
Inspection Team (CMIT),
Higher Education
Commission, and Higher
Education Department were
also discussed in the meeting.
On this occasion,
Governor Punjab issued
instructions that the
Punjab Government should
take necessary steps in the
light of these reports.
Governor Punjab directed
that all these reports
should also be presented
before the Syndicate so
that the Syndicate can take
correct decisions in the light
of the report presented.

“Excise at your
doorstep” service
launched in Lahore

LAHORE (APP): The
Excise, Taxation and
Narcotics Control
Department has launched
‘Excise at your doorstep’
service in Lahore to provide
facility of  wvehicle
registration and transfer to
the citizens at their homes.

Chief Secretary Punjab
Zahid Akhtar Zaman
inaugurated the ‘Dahleez
App’ and ‘E-Registration
Card’ at a ceremony held at

DG Excise Office here on
Friday. Secretary Excise
Masood Mukhtar,
Commissioner  Lahore
Division Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, DG Excise
Muhammad Ali and officers
ofthe department participated
in the inaugural ceremony.

Speaking atthe event, the
Chief Secretary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman said that the use of
technology was inevitable to
improve governance.

Traffic Police
intensifies
crackdown

on violations

LAHORE (APP): Chief
Traffic Officer Ammara
Athar on Friday issued
a clear directive to the
wardens to intensify the
crackdown against
traffic violations in the
city.

According to a
spokesman of the
department, stringent
measures will be taken
against individuals
driving without a license,
underage drivers, one-
way violators, and those
not wearing helmets.

The department
witnessed over 16,000
motorcyclists challans
for helmet violations,
264 drivers fined for
underage driving, and
1,635 vehicles
impounded for emitting
smoke. Additionally,
57,000 fines were issued
for lane violations, while
3,455 vehicles were
seized for one-way
traffic violations.

To ensure road
safety and prevent
accidents, the crackdown
will persist.
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Ladislav Steinhiibel meeting with Punjab Governor Muhammad Balighur-
Rehman at Governor House.

NCSW to prepare gender
equality strategy to be presented
in UN Commission: Nilofer

MUZAFFARABAD
(APP): National
Commission on the Status
of Women (NCSW) here on
Friday held a consultation
with provincial
stakeholders on the
preparation of National
Report on “Need Analysis
for Financing and
Strengthening Institutions
with Gender Perspective
for Empowerment of
Women and Girls” that
will be presented by the
commission in 68" Session
of UN-Commission on
the Status of Women.
The consultation
program was arranged
with the help and support

of consortium partners
(UNFPA, UNICEF and
UN Women & UNDP) .

Event was attended
by various gender experts,
representatives from
government departments,
civil society
organizations, NGOs, and
media.

Theme of the sixty-
eighth session of the
Commission on the Status
of Women that will take
place from the 11™ to
22" of March 2024 is
“achieving gender equality
and the empowerment of
all women and girls by
addressing poverty and
strengthening

institutions and financing

with a gender
perspective.”

The subject
consultation by NCSW in

partnership Consortium
members UNWOMEN,
UNICEF, UNDP and
UNFPA aimed at
preparing
recommendations for the
report to be presented at
the 68" session of UN
Commission Status of
women.

The speakers in
consultation raised related
issues with a focus on
economic empowerment of
women and eradication of
poverty.

ECP for submission
of postal ballot
applications by Jan 22

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has set the
January 22 deadline for
eligible individuals to submit
their postal ballots for both
the national and provincial
assemblies’ elections.
According to
instructions issued by
ECP, the government
officials, armed forces
personnel as well as their
spouses and children, away
from their constituencies,
besides individuals in
detention and those with
physical disabilities were

entitled for postal ballot.

The ECP said that the
application for a postal ballot
should be written on the
prescribed form which could
be obtained from the
concerned returning officer or
might also be downloaded
from the commission’s
website and forwarded to the
respectively Returning
Officer.

Upon receiving an
application, the Returning
Officer would send a ballot
paper and an envelope
having a form of certificate
of posting on its face.

Another
dengue case

reported

LAHORE (APP): Dengue
virus is still affecting the
province and a new dengue
virus case reported in
Punjab on Friday.The
latest Health Department
revealed that so far 18
confirmed dengue cases
recorded across 36 districts
in Punjab.During the current
year, 11 cases were reported
in Lahore, 2 in Rawalpindi,
2 in Faisalabad, 1 in Gujrat,
1 in Sargodha and 1 in
Vehari. While,two dengue
patients were currently
under treatment in Lahore’s
hospitals.The Secretary of
Health Punjab, Ali Jaan
Khan, issued a compelling
plea to citizens.

KP Higher Education Dept
withdraws contractual
lecturers termination orders

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: On the
instructions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Newly
Merged Districts Affairs,
Industries, Commerce and
Technical Education Dr.
Aamer Abdullah, the
Higher Education
Department has withdrawn
the termination order of
contract lecturers serving
in Newly Merged
Districts under a project.

The Caretaker
Minister had instructed the
Higher Education

Department that in view of
lacking educational staff
and dire need in the same
districts, these lecturers
should be reinstated on

contractual basis so that
the studies of the students
are not affected, while the
minister had assured that
arrangement of fund will
be made for the expenses
of theses teaching staff,
said a press release issued
here on Friday.

Similarly on the
instructions of minister,
the termination order of 42
contract lecturers has been
withdrawn by concerned
department.

Meanwhile , the
caretaker minister has also
sought a report from the
concerned authorities
regarding the issue of non
payment of NMDs
contractual nursing staff
salaries.

KARACHI Goverhor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori

during his visit to Jinnah Hospital Emergency

Department.

LHC orders strict
action against cafes
operating late night

LAHORE (APP):The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Friday ordered for
imposing fine on the cafes
that stay open till late night
in residential areas.

Justice Shahid Karim
passed the orders while
hearing petitions filed by
Haroon Farooq and others
against ineffective
measures to control smog.

In the course of
proceedings, a member of
the Judicial Water and
Environment Commission
pointed out that a large
number of cafes were
operating beyond
stipulated time in Johar
Town area.

At this stage, the
assistant commissioner
Model Town also
reported delays in
closure of cafes.

The court took a
serious note of the
situation and ordered for
imposinga Rs 200,000 fine
for the initial offense,
escalating to a Rs 500,000
fine for the second
violation. The court further
ruled that the cafe in
question should be sealed
for the third violation. The
court also directed to
restore MA College ground

immediately, besides
adjourning further hearing
till January 26.

International News
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‘We are attacking
— Netanyahu

Iran’

TEL AVIV (Online): Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has said that
Israel is already carrying out
direct attacks on Iran and is
making every possible ef-
fort to prevent Tehran from
attaining nuclear weapons.
Answering a
reporter’s question in Tel
Aviv on Thursday about
why Israel is conducting
attacks on Iran’s proxies
rather than attacking the
country directly,
Netanyahu replied: “Who
says we are not attacking
Iran, we are attacking.”
Israel claims Iran was
involved in plotting the Oc-
tober 7 attacks, when
around 1,200 people were
killed and scores taken hos-
tage in the surprise Hamas
raid near Gaza. Israel retali-
ated by launching an intense
military bombardment of
the Palestinian enclave, so
far leaving about 24,000

V&

dead, according to local
health officials. The opera-
tion is aimed at wiping out
the militant group, West
Jerusalem says.

Israel has previously
openly accused Iran of aid-
ing Hamas “with money,
training and weapons and
technological know-how”
and intelligence.

“Iran is standing be-
hind it. We are in conflict
with Iran. Imagine not what
Iran can do to us, to destroy
us,” Netanyahu said, claim-
ing he will only agree to a
deal that grants West
Jerusalem security control
over all of Gaza.

Iran has denied any
role in the Hamas assault
on Israel, with Iranian For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Nasser Kanani saying such
accusations were “based on
political reasons.”

Netanyahu added that
“Iran is the head of the oc-

topus and you see its ten-
tacles all around from the
Houthis to Hezbollah to
Hamas.”

Iran has widely been
seen by Israel and the US
and as the major destabiliz-
ing power in the Middle
East, allegedly supplying
weapons, military expertise,
and training to Hamas in
Gaza, Hezbollah in Leba-
non, and the Houthi rebels
in Yemen.

The US has previously
alleged that Iran is “deeply
involved” in Houthi attacks
on commercial ships in the
Red Sea, claiming that it has
provided the rebels with
drones, missiles, and intel-
ligence. Tehran has denied
the allegation, insisting that
“resistance groups” are act-
ing independently and “not
taking orders from Tehran
to confront the war crimes
and genocide committed by
Israel.”

Law enforcement officers detain a demonstrator
protesting the court verdict against a leading rights
activist in the city of Ufa in the Republic of
Bashkortostan, Russia.

Huthi missiles hit
another US ship in
Gulf of Aden

SANA”A: Yemen’s Huthi
rebels claimed another attack
on a US ship early Friday,
after the United States
launched fresh strikes on
rebel targets over their aggres-
sion towards vessels in and
around the Red Sea. While
the Iran-backed rebels main-
tained they had struck the
commercial vessel in the Gulf
of Aden, the US military later
said the group’s missiles had
missed their mark.

The Huthis said in a
statement posted to social

media that their “naval forces...
carried out a targeting opera-
tion against an American
ship”—identified as the Chem
Ranger—“with several ap-
propriate naval missiles, re-
sulting in direct hits”. It did
not give a time nor other de-
tails for the latest attack in in-
ternational shipping lanes.

The US military’s Cen-
tral Command, which is re-
sponsible for the Middle East,
said the Huthis “launched two
anti-ship ballistic missiles at
M/V Chem Ranger.

EU says it is
concerned by
Kyrgyz crackdown
on independent

media

BISHKEK (Internews): The
European Union expressed
concern on Friday about the
detention of anumber of jour-
nalists in Kyrgyzstan and
searches at the offices of
media outlets which have
been critical of the govern-
ment. Kyrgyz authorities
detained 11 journalists this
week, accusing them of in-
citing unrest, and raided the
offices of 24.kg and Temirov
Livemedia outlets. The United
States Department of State said
on Thursday it was “deeply
concerned” by the move.

In a statement the EU
delegation to Kyrgyzstan
and embassies of member
countries expressed “con-
cern about the extensive
searches and confiscation of
private property of inde-
pendent media offices and
the detention of journalists
in Kyrgyzstan.” Expressing
different opinions and en-
gaging in independent jour-
nalism are part of exercising
universal human rights and
freedom of expression.

facility in Yokosuka, Japan.

North Korea tests
‘underwater nuclear
weapon system’

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea said
on Friday that it had tested
an “underwater nuclear
weapon system” in re-
sponse to joint naval exer-
cises by Washington, Seoul,
and Tokyo that involved a
US nuclear-powered air-
craft carrier.

The drills were “seri-
ously threatening the secu-
rity” of the North, so in re-
sponse, Pyongyang “con-
ducted an important test of
its underwater nuclear
weapon system ‘Haeil-5-
23’ under development in

the East Sea of Korea,” ac-
cording to a statement from
the defence ministry carried
by state news agency
KCNA.

Early last year,
Pyongyang said it had car-
ried out multiple tests of a
purported underwater
nuclear attack drone — a
different version of the
Haeil, which means tsunami
in Korean — claiming it
could unleash a “radioactive
tsunami”.

Analysts have ques-
tioned whether Pyongyang
has such a weapon.

Immunity

must hold

¢00d even if president
‘crosses line’, says Trump

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Donald
Trump on Thursday said
his claim of “total” presi-
dential immunity against
criminal prosecution
should extend even if his
actions “cross the line.”

Trump is running for
a White House comeback
in November while simul-
taneously fighting 91
criminal charges in four
separate cases that include
allegedly seeking to over-
turn his 2020 election loss
and hoarding top secret

documents at his golf re-
Sorts.

In a social media post
sent at about 2am, Trump
argued that as president
he enjoyed complete im-
munity from prosecution
— and he urged the Su-
preme Court to rule in his
favor.

Trump suggested
that US presidents need
immunity to be able to
make hard decisions and
that this need outweighs
the danger from presidents
who break the rules.

Armenia’s PM
says his country
needs a new

constitution

TBILISI (Internews): Ar-
menian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said on
Friday that his country
needed a new constitution
to entrench its “demo-
cratic aspirations”,
Russia’s Interfax news
agency reported.

It quoted
Pashinyan as telling a
meeting at the country’s
justice ministry: “We
must have a Constitu-
tion that will make the
Republic of Armenia
more competitive and
more viable in the new
geopolitical and regional
conditions”.

Chinese warplanes
around Taiwan

in show of force

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEIL: More than 20
Chinese warplanes were
detected around Taiwan,
with 11 crossing a sensi-
tive median line separating
the self-ruled island from
China, Taipei’s defence
ministry said on Thursday,
the first significant show
of force since the
weekend’s presidential
election. The ministry,
which releases data daily on
the Chinese military pres-
ence around Taiwan, said that
24 warplanes and 5 ships had
beendetected inthe24 hourslead-
ing up to 6am (2200 GMT).

NATO to hold biggest
drills since Cold War
with 90,000 troops

BRUSSELS (Internews):
NATO is launching its larg-
est exercise since the Cold
War, rehearsing how U.S.
troops could reinforce Eu-
ropean allies in countries
bordering Russia and on
the alliance’s eastern flank
ifa conflict were to flare up
with a “near-peer” adver-
sary.

Some 90,000 troops
are due to join the Stead-
fast Defender 2024 drills
that will run through May,
the alliance’s top com-
mander Chris Cavoli said on
Thursday.

More than 50 ships
from aircraft carriers to de-
stroyers will take part, as
well as more than 80 fighter
jets, helicopters and drones
and at least 1,100 combat
vehicles including 133 tanks
and 533 infantry fighting
vehicles, NATO said.

Cavoli said the drills
would rehearse NATO’s
execution of its regional
plans, the first defence
plans the alliance has drawn

up in decades, detailing how
it would respond to a Rus-
sian attack.

NATO did not men-
tion Russia by name in its
announcement. But its top
strategic document identi-
fies Russia as the most sig-
nificant and direct threat to
NATO members’ security.

“Steadfast Defender
2024 will demonstrate
NATO’s ability to rapidly
deploy forces from North
America and other parts of
the alliance to reinforce the
defence of Europe,” NATO
said. The reinforcement
will occur during a “simu-
lated emerging conflict sce-
nario with a near-peer ad-
versary”, Cavoli told re-
porters in Brussels after a
two-day meeting of na-
tional chiefs of defence.
The last exercises of'a simi-
lar size were Reforger dur-
ing the Cold War in 1988
with 125,000 participants
and Trident Juncture in
2018 with 50,000 partici-
pants, according to NATO.

US Congress passes bill to
avert government shutdown,
sends it to Biden

WASHINGTON
(Internews): The U.S.
House of Representatives
on Thursday approved a
stopgap bill to fund the fed-
eral government through
early March and avert a par-
tial government shutdown,
sending it to President Joe
Biden for final approval.
The measure passed 314-
108, with 106 Republicans
and two Democrats in op-
position. Earlier on Thurs-
day, the Senate had easily
passed the bill, with a 77-
18 vote ahead of the week-
end deadline.

We have good news for
America. There will not be
ashutdown on Friday,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer, a Democrat, said
on the Senate floor just be-
fore the vote in that cham-
ber. That sentiment was not
shared by some far-right
House Republicans.

“It’s a loss for the
American people to join

hands with Democrats,
form a governing coalition
to do what Schumer and the
Senate want to do,” House
Freedom Caucus Chairman
Bob Good told reporters
after the vote.

Both chambers accel-
erated their votes because of
a forecast for a snowstorm
on Friday that could have
snarled lawmakers’ depar-
ture for the weekend. The
Democratic-majority Senate
and Republican-controlled
House are far behind in car-
rying out their basic duty of
funding the government for
the fiscal year that began on
Oct. 1, with lawmakers
scrambling to keep the lights
on to give them more time
to pass a full-year bill.

Schumer and his House
Republican counterpart,
Mike Johnson, early this
month agreed to a $1.59 tril-
lion discretionary spending
level for the year that ends
on Sept. 30.
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Briefed about performance of BEEF:

Future of country including
Balochistan linked with
talented youth: CM Domki

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki has
stated that the future of
Balochistan and Pakistan is
linked with the talented
youth.

He said a large num-
ber of talented students are
benefiting from the fruits of
Balochistan Education En-
dowment Fund.

He stated so during
visit to the secretariat of
Balochistan Educational
Endowment Fund here on
Friday.

Also present on the
occasion were the caretaker
Minister for Education, Dr.
Qadir Bakhsh Baloch,
Minister for Finance,
Amjad Rasheed, prominent
social personality and
former Federal Minister

Mrs. Roshan Khursheed
Bharucha besides Secretary
Finance, Babar Khan and
other high ups.

He distributed
Cheques of scholarships
among students studying in
different educational insti-
tutions.

The Chief Executive
Officer of the BEEF,
Muhammad Zikria Noorzai
about the provision of aca-
demic scholarships to the
students under BEEF.

The Chief Minister
said that a large number of
students used to deprive of
education due to poverty
and financial issues, how-
ever, the BEEF has been
established for the talented
students.

He said that the basic
objective behind establish-
ing BEEF is to provide aca-
demic scholarships to the

brilliant students so that
they are not deprived of
education because of the fi-
nancial hardships.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister was informed that
73,060 scholarships of
around Rs. 4.1 billion have
been provided by the
BEEEF. It was also informed
that academic scholarships
are being provided by
BEEF to to more than
12,000 students every year.

A new scheme of Rs.
4 billion has been allocated
for the residential and ca-
det colleges, it was also in-
formed.

The Secretary Finance
said that the performance
of BEEF is appreciable and
the space would be allo-
cated for permanent secre-
tariat of BEEF in the pro-
posed Balochistan Finance
Complex.

ECP issues code of conduct
for security personnel
deployed for election duty

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Friday
directed the security offi-
cials to facilitate voters, fol-
low election laws, prioritize
safety, cooperate with of-
ficials, observers, and me-
dia, respect voter rights and
to avoid unnecessary inter-
ference. The ECP has is-
sued a code of conduct for
security personnel affiliated
with Law Enforcement
Agencies, excluding the
Armed Forces and Civil
Armed Forces (who have a
separate code of conduct).
This code applies to those
deployed for election duty
during the General Elections
2024.

As per the code, secu-
rity personnel should ex-
ecute their responsibilities
within the legal framework
and within the prescribed
mandate of law enforcement
agencies. Their role is to
support the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan in en-
suring free, fair, transpar-
ent, and peaceful General
Elections-2024.

This involves deploy-
ing security personnel at all
polling stations, maintain-

ing a secure environment for
law and order, safeguarding
printing presses during bal-
lot paper production, and
ensuring security during the
transportation of ballot pa-
pers from printing presses
to the offices of Returning
Officers. Provide security
for the transportation of
polling bags from Return-
ing Officers’ offices to poll-
ing stations and for election
material from polling sta-
tions to RO offices after
polling and counting. This
includes ensuring security
during tabulation, provi-
sional result announce-
ments, and result consoli-
dation by Returning Offic-
ers. Security officials
should adhere to Article 220
of the Constitution of Pa-
kistan and Section 5, along
with Section 193 of the
Election Act, 2017.
Gazetted officers
must exercise powers del-
egated through an Election
Commission notification
under Section 193. Coop-
erate with District Return-
ing Officers, Returning Of-
ficers, and Presiding Offic-
ers as mandated by Section

83(4) of the Elections Act.
—

gious Affairs & Interfaith Harmony Aneeq Ahmed
addressing during a seminar on “Bridging Be-
lief: Interfaith Harmony in Pakistan” at Dawood
University of Engineering and Technology.

RDMC hosts local vendor
EXPO in Balochistan

QUETTA (APP): Reko
Diq Mining Company
(RDMC), a subsidiary of
Barrick Gold Corporation,
hosted an EXPO for local
vendors in Quetta.

RDMC operates in
Pakistan under a Joint Ven-
ture agreement with the
provincial government and
the federal government.

This EXPO, the first
of its kind in the sector, in-
vited the participation of
suitably qualified vendors
from across Pakistan, with
a special focus on those
within the project area in
the district of Chagaiand
the rest of Balochistan
province,to participate in
the Vendor EXPO which
was spearheaded by the
RDMC Supply Chain
team. The EXPO was in-
tended to provide compa-
nies from Chagai and
Balochistan with an oppor-
tunity to present their busi-
nesses and to meet with
other large-scale Pakistan
companies.

The forum also cre-
ated an opportunity for
companies from the
Balochistan province as
well as larger national com-
panies in Pakistan to regis-

ter their interest in partici-
pating in the Reko Diq
project construction.

RDMC is focused on
developing and building re-
lationships with local com-
panies where their capabil-
ity and market competi-
tiveness allows.

More than 150 com-
panies were represented at
this event which facilitated
networking between the
company management and
local vendors. The EXPO
took place in two groups in
Quetta andparticipants
were briefed on the project,
the ethos of the company
and the areas where RDMC
would be engaging local
businesses as contractors.
The presentation was fol-
lowed by a question-answer
session. RDMC Supply
Chain team leadership ini-
tiated this exercise in 2023
with an advertisement in-
viting interested vendors to
submittheir details.
RDMC, in line with the
philosophy of its parent
organization Barrick, be-
lieves that supply chain is
a core enabler for local de-
velopment and the achieve-
ment of  Barrick’s
sustainability strategy.

Govt challenges
THC cypher
trial verdict in

Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government has
challenged the Islamabad
High Court’s (IHC) 21 No-
vember, 2023 decision to
annul the jail trial of PTI
founder Imran Khan in
cypher case.

On 21 November last
year, the IHC had declared
the proceedings of Imran
Khan’s trial conducted in
jail in the cypher case as null
and void. However, the ap-
pointment of the judge to
the special court formed
under the Official Secrets
Act was held to be valid.

An ITHC division
bench, comprising Justice
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb
and Justice Saman Rafat
Imtiaz, had pronounced the
verdict on Imran’s intra-
court appeal against a
single-member bench’s de-
cision to approve his jail
trial in the cypher case and
the appointment of the
judge to the special court
formed under the Official
Secrets Act, 1923. Approv-
ing the maintainability of
the appeal, the court de-
clared that the notification
issued by the law ministry
on August 29 — which read
that the Law and Justice
Division had “no objection”
to PTI chairman’s trial in
the cypher case.

Interior

secretary,
chairman NAB

put on notice

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The petitions filed by Ali
Amin Gandapur and others
came up for hearing in
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Friday.

The court issued the
notice to interior secretary
and chairman NAB after
hearing the arguments be-
sides issuing directives for
providing details of the
cases registered against the
petitioners.

The case came up for
hearing in single bench of
IHC led by Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kiyani Friday.

Raja Zahoor ul Hassan
counsel for the petitioners
appeared in the court and
told the court the miscella-
neous petition has been
filed in this court. Record
of FIRs and unknown cases
registered against the peti-
tioners across the country
has been called.

Hearing of the case
was adjourned till January
31,2024.

Dr Amir Jogezai says
Modern facilities to be

provided for development

of Loralai

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Health, Dr. Amir
Muhammad Khan Jogezai
has stated that the modern
facilities would be provided
for development of Loralai
University further.

He said that the mod-
ern resources are provided
for the students to acquire
higher education.

He said that the
laptops help the students
better their studies.

The caretaker Minis-
ter for Health was speak-
ing to the Vice Chancellor

University

of Loralai University, Dr.
Ehsan Khan and other offi-
cials during visit to the Uni-
versity on Friday.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said that
the government of
Balochistan has spent huge
amount for construction
and development of Loralai
University.

Later, he distributed
laptops among the male and
female students of the
Loralai University.

Meanwhile, the Min-
ister formally inaugurated
the walk track in the Uni-
versity.

SAPM Sohrab meets with
Qatar’s Minister of State
for Interior Affairs

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Re-
source  Development
(SAPM) Jawad Sohrab
Malik met on Friday with
Qatar’s Minister of State
for Interior Affairs, Sheikh
Abdulaziz bin Faisal Al
Thani and both Leaders re-
viewed cooperation in the
security fields.

A significant meeting
was held between Jawad

release. During the meeting,
the SAPM congratulated
the Minister of State Inte-
rior, Qatar on the success-
ful hosting of the FIFA
World Cup 2022. He em-
phasized the exemplary
nature of the World Cup
2022 and its high standards,
setting a benchmark for
other countries to follow.
The SAPM high-
lighted the crucial role of the
Pakistani diaspora in
Qatar’s infrastructure de-

A

,.
LI
P

Sohrab  Malik and
Abdulaziz bin Faisal Al
Thani, marking a momen-
tous occasion for bilateral
collaboration and economic
development, said a press

velopment and expressed
the intention to continue
providing highly skilled and
professional manpower to
support Qatar’s economic
modernization.

Pak-US ties strengthening

in security,

non-security

areas: Masood Khan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States Masood
Khan has stressed the need
to grab opportunities of tre-
mendous potential for in-
vestors to invest in Paki-
stan through Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council.
Addressing a cer-
emony at University Club
in Washington, he termed
the recently renewed Paki-
stan-US Science and Tech-
nology Cooperation Agree-
ment as transformative.
About relations with

the United States, Ambas-
sador Masood Khan said
Pakistan-US relations are
strengthening in security
and non-security areas.

Regarding ties with
India, he said Pakistan and
India should resolve their
outstanding issues through
dialogue.

Underscoring the need
for strategic balance in the
region, Masood Khan em-
phasized responsible
nuclear stewardship from
all the states to ensure se-
curity for all.

Prince lauds

armed forces

on successful “Margbar
saramchar” in Iran

Independent Report
QUETTA: The carectaker
Provincial Minister for In-
dustries and Commerce,
Prince Ahmed Ali
Ahmedzai has appreciated
the successful operation
“Margbar saramchar” car-
ried out by the armed forces
against the hideous of ter-
rorists inside Iran.

In an official state-
ment issued here on Friday,
the caretaker Minister said
that the successful opera-
tion of Pakistani forces
speaks high about their pro-
fessional expertise and ca-
pability.

He said that Pak army

has unique place in the
world because of its pro-
fessional capabilities and
expertise.

Prince Ahmed Ali said
that Pakistan desires peace
and enjoys pleasant rela-
tions with it’s neighbouring
countries, but it’s desire of
peace may not be consid-
ered as it’s weakness.

He also said that the
success of operation of Pa-
kistani forces is a clear mes-
sage for the opponent
forces.

He said that the whole
nation is standing by it’s
brave and talented armed
forces.

Aneeq underscores need of
spreading message of harmony

KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony, Aneeq
Ahmed Friday underscored
the need of spreading the
message of harmony and
peaceful coexistence among
the masses particularly the
youth.

He was addressing to
a seminar on “Bridging be-
liefs: Interfaith Harmony in
Pakistan” organized by the
Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony in collaboration with
Dawood University of En-
gineering and Technology
(DUET) Karachi. The
minster said that young
generation was our future
and message bearer of
Islam’s message of Husn-
e-Akhlaq (moral excellence)
and hoped that they would
spread it further across the
globe for realizing the
dream of establishment of
an inclusive and holistic
society. He said all the reli-
gions have identical divine
message inculcated within
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their ideology because they
are interrelated in the string
of Creator’s guidance from
Adam AS to Muhammad
SAW who announced
completion of the ‘Deen’.
Islam attaches a digni-
fied status to human being
declaring him ‘Naib of the
Allah’ on the earth while
the Quran narrates that ev-
ery human is member of the
Allah’s family, Aneeq
Ahmed said and questioned,
“How one can claim having
love for Allah when his
heart has occupied with
feelings of prejudice, en-
mity and hatred to other
humans even if they belong
to a different religion.” En-
suring justice to every citi-
zen is mandatory in gover-
nance system of Islam that
also requires complete free-
dom to non-Muslim citi-
zens within an Islamic state,
he maintained adding that
injustice to a non-Muslim
in an Islamic state was con-
sidered more oppressive
act as compared to a wrong-
doing with a Muslim citi-

zen whereas the govern-
ment was also responsible
of ensuring safety and se-
curity of place of worship
ofall the religions.

In Pakistan, equal
treatment is being made
with every citizen and non-
Muslim communities were
living safely in a better en-
vironment while the gov-
ernment was providing se-
curity to non-Muslims, the
federal minister said and
emphasized that all citi-
zens- irrespective of their
beliefs- have to play their
due role independently for
development of the coun-
try.

Speaking at the semi-
nar, Bishop Fredrick John,
Bishop of Karachi and
Balochistan emphasized on
living our lives while fol-
lowing the religious ideolo-
gies in letter and spirit. “We
are meant to develop and
encourage others and ac-
cept and respect each other
in their own capacities as
God has created the human
without any difference.

ISLAMABAD: aretaker Prime Minister A

meeting of the Caretaker Federal Cabinet.

nwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a

Karachi becomes
second most
polluted city

worldwide

KARACHI (INP): The Air
Quality Index (AQI) of
Karachi, the largest met-
ropolitan city of Paki-
stan, becomes the second
most polluted city in the
world.

According to the Air
Quality Index, the air pol-
lution in Karachi is recorded
at 251 particulate meters
which is very unhealthy for
the Karachiites.

The current air qual-
ity status serves as a criti-
cal indicator, prompting
health-conscious decisions.
The advice to avoid outdoor
exercises which under-
scores the potential risks
posed by air quality condi-
tions.

Furthermore, IQAir
encourages citizens to use
masks outdoors as a tan-
gible defense against air-
borne contaminants.

Miners
trapped
in coalmine

in Quetta
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Three coal miners were re-
ported trapped and uncon-
scious on Friday due to
purported gas emissions in
acoal mine in the Dukki area
of Quetta.

According to a private
news channel, a coordinated
rescue operation led by the
Chief Mines Inspector was
underway to rescue the
trapped coalminers. Rescue
and District Administration
officials have also reached
the spot to facilitate the
rescue operation.

Mainly cold,
dry weather
forecast for

Balochistan

QUETTA (APP) The Met
Office has forecast mainly
cold and dry weather with
partly cloudy condition in
most parts of the province
during next 24 hours.

While patchy fog may
remain during morning time
in coastal area and
Nasirabad division, How-
ever, light rain, drizzle may
expect in Bakhan and its
surroundings.

According to the Met
Office, the minimum tem-
perature in Quetta was re-
corded at -0.1 degree centi-
grade and — 4.0 degree cen-
tigrade in Kalat on Friday..

LORALATI: Caretaker Provincial Health Minister Dr. Amir Muhammad Khan Jogezai disfribuﬁng

laptops among students at University of Loralai

.
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Provision of best health
facilities at hospitals
govt’s top priority: Ijaz

JHAL MAGSI (INP):
Deputy Commissioner Jhal
Magsi, Ijaz Sarwar has said
that provision of best health
facilities and free medicines
to people at primary health
centers and official hospi-
tals was top priority of the
Balochistan government.

These views were ex-
pressed by him on Friday
while chairing a monthly re-
view meeting of PPHI. Dis-
trict Health Coordinator Dr.
Rukhsana Magsi, District
Support Manager PPHI
Tanveer Ahmed Buledi, Dis-
trict Monitoring Officer
PPHI Dr. Azhar Hussain
Magsi and other health de-
partment officers in charge
of Basic Health Centers
(BHUs) attended the meet-
ing. During the meeting,
District Support Manager
PPHI Tanveer Ahmad
Buledi gave a detailed brief-
ing to the participants re-
garding the provision of
medical aid in primary
health centers BHUs across
the district.

Addressing the par-
ticipants of the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner Jhal

Magsi [jaz Sarwar said that
the doctors and paramedi-
cal staffrelated to the health
department should ensure
their attendance along with
other sanitation staff, all
doctors and other staff
should consider the health
sector as a sacred duty and
be busy fulfilling their du-
ties. He urged all the doc-
tors and other staff that the
priority of the Balochistan
Government was to provide
free medicines and medical
facilities to people in pri-
mary health centers and
government hospitals.

For which all the re-
sources are being utilized by
the government of
Balochistan on an emer-
gency basis so that the poor
people can benefit fully
from these measures of the
government, he said.

Ijaz Sarwar said that
for this reason, it was im-
portant that doctors and
other health-related staff
avoid any kind of negligence
in the performance of their
official duties and devote all
energy to providing facili-
ties to people.
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QUETTA: Banners and flags of different political
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parties has been placed on Sariyab road in connec-
tion of upcoming General Election 2024.

China donates sportswear
to Gwadar players

GWADAR (INP): Chinese
Government has donated
Sportswear to local young-
sters of Gwadar.

Around 200 shirts and
trousers were distributed
with the help of China
Overseas Ports Holdings
Company (COPHC), op-
erator of Gwadar Port.

The young boys play-
ing on beach and play-
grounds expressed their
heartfelt gratitude to the
Chinese government for the
generous assistance.

By now, there are 22
football teams registered
under District Football As-
sociation (DFA). Whereas
18 clubs are enlisted to Dis-
trict Cricket Association
Gwadar. The need for pro-
viding kits to the young
players was felt when they
were observed playing in
random cloths. Facilitating
the local sportsman with
basic sportswear is first of
its kind friendly gesture in
Gwadar.

“This gesture has
opened up a new era of ce-
menting people of people
bond between China and
Pakistan and promoting lo-
cal players in Gwadar,” lo-
cal football player Zahid
Baloch told Gwadar Pro.

COPHC official said
that such act of benevolence

will steer to engender
people to people connec-
tivity and boosting up so-
cial contact with local
people of Gwadar. “Inmy
opinion, it will also lay
down robust foundation of
resilient relationship be-
tween Gwadar sports com-
munity and China.

,” he added saying
continuous cooperation in
games will bring beget deep
harmony and closeness be-
tween both the countries.

China also patronized
Ist of its kind “Pak-China
Friendly Football Match”
at Futsal Football ground
alongside Marine Drive on
September 14, 2022.

District Football As-
sociation official said that
current Chinese donation to
local sportsmen as well
friendly Football Match
was a tangible success of
China’s sincere efforts of
nurturing warm bond and
ties with local people of
Gwadar. “Gwadar youth
possess natural talent and
they need just a pat on their
back. Fortunately, China is
with us to extend maximum
financial and other sort of
assistance to them so that
Gwadar footballers may
prove their mettle on na-
tional, regional and interna-
tional arenas,” he added.
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