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Express full solidarity with the people of Palestine

Army vows to provide necessary
support to ECP for elections

Corps Commanders Conference reiterates support to initiatives for socioeconomic
growth & foreign investment;; CCC notes availability of latest weapons to

terrorists as serious point of concern impacting Pakistan’s security;
Forum expresses concern over rights violations in IIOJK.

Overall law and order situation
better than past in Balochistan,
says caretaker Chief Minister

Mir Ali Mardan Domki says interim provincial government
determined to conduct free, fair and transparent elections;

formed fact finding committee for inquiry into Turbat incident

Independent Report

QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Ali
Mardan Domki has stated
that the overall situation of
law and order is better than
past in the province.

The Chief Minister
said that the interim pro-
vincial government is deter-
mined to conduct free, fair
and transparent elections in
the province.

He said that all avail-
able resources are being
mobilized for protection of

the life and property of the
masses besides restoring
peace in the province.

He said that the issue
of missing persons is long-
standing. On this, the com-
mittees and commission are
already formed and as such
it would be premature to
say something before the
fact finding reports.

The Chief Minister
said that the figures of miss-
ing persons being presented
at the unofficial level are
based on gossips and unau-
thentic. The commission

formed about the missing
persons is conducting in-
quiry and several people
have also come back over
the time.

These and similar other
views were expressed by
the Chief Minister while
speaking to the media per-
sons on occasion of recep-
tion hosted by the tribal el-
der Mir Nazir Ahmed
Rahu, in Goth Shahmir
Rahu near Sakrand on
Thursday.

Continued on page 2

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Corps Commanders’ Con-
ference on Thursday reit-
erated its support for the
ongoing efforts to promote
socioeconomic growth and
encourage foreign invest-
ment under the umbrella of
the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC).
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Asim
Munir presided over the

concluding session of the
two-day 261st Corps
Commanders’ Conference
(CCC), an Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

The Forum also took a
holistic review of the ongo-
ing actions being taken
against smuggling, money
laundering, power theft and
hoarding of essential items
amongst other illegal eco-

nomic activities.
Pakistan Army will

continue to provide all-out
support to relevant govern-
ment institutions and LEAs
to curb such crimes. It also
noted that requisite and nec-
essary support will also be
extended to the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for forthcoming gen-
eral elections.

It paid rich tribute to

the supreme sacrifices of,
Shuhada, including officers
and men of the Armed
Forces, Law Enforcement
Agencies (LEAs) and citi-
zens who laid their lives for
ensuring peace and stabil-
ity in the country. The par-
ticipants also offered
Fateha, for, the Shuhada,
including those of Dera

Continued on page 2

PM bans New Year
celebrations in solidarity

with Palestinians
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday announced that
in view of the shocking situ-
ation in Palestine, the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan had
completely banned all kinds
of events regarding the
New Year celebrations to
express solidarity with the
oppressed Palestinians.

He also urged the gen-
eral public to show solidar-
ity with the oppressed
people of Gaza and observe
simplicity at the beginning
of the New Year.

The prime minister, in
a special televised message,
said that the entire Paki-
stani nation and the Mus-
lim Ummah were deeply
saddened by the genocide
of the oppressed Palestin-
ians, especially the massa-
cre of innocent children, in
Gaza and the West Bank.
“Since October 7, 2023,
more than 21,000 innocent
Palestinians have been
martyred by the brutal Is-
raeli forces, including a large

number of innocent chil-
dren – around 9,000,” the
prime minister remarked.

He said to stop the Is-
raeli bloodshed, Pakistan
had raised its voice for the
oppressed Palestinians at
every world forum and it
would always continue to
do so in future as well. PM
Kakar pointed out that Pa-
kistan had sent two con-
signments of relief goods
for the Palestinian brothers
and sisters, while the third
one would be dispatched
soon.

Likewise, he said, the
Government of Pakistan
was in close contact with
Egypt and Jordan for the
provision of timely relief to
the Palestinians, besides
evacuation of the injured
from Gaza and their treat-
ment.

The prime minister
prayed to Allah Almighty
that the New Year might
dawn with the message of
peace, prosperity and har-
mony for Pakistan and rest
of the world.

Baloch protesters give
govt 7-day ultimatum

to meet demands

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: The
Baloch Yakjehti Committee
(BYC), one of the groups
organising the Baloch pro-
test march in Islamabad, on
Thursday issued a seven-
day ultimatum to the gov-
ernment to meet all its de-
mands or the movement
would put forth its case be-
fore the Baloch people.

Dr Mahrang Baloch,
one of the organisers of the
protest that is demanding
an end to enforced disap-
pearances and extrajudicial
killings of their community,
said in an Islamabad press
conference today that the
government was being given
a week for negotiations on
the following demands.

Dr Mahrang said that a
fact-finding mission
hea-ded by a UN Working
Group should be sent for a

detailed investigation into
rights violations in
Balochistan, an agreement
should be signed under the
auspices of the Working
Group for the elimination
of enforced disappearances
and extrajudicial killings, all
victims of enforced disap-
pearances should be imme-
diately released, restrictions
should be put on the
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) and “state-
sponsored death squads”
should be eliminated as
well.

She further demanded
that the Ministry of Inte-
rior should “confess” to the
alleged deaths of disap-
peared persons in fake en-
counters, adding that an
acknowledgement letter be
issued regarding this and a
press conference held with
the names of all victims.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for National Health Services, Regula-
tions & Coordination Dr. Nadeem Jan and Special Assistant to Prime Minis-
ter for Inter-Faith Harmony Maulana Tahir Ashrafi presenting Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar with the Islamabad Declaration Sup-
porting Immunization and Polio Eradication at the conclusion of National
Ulema Conference.

RAWALPINDI: Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir presiding over 261st Corps
Commanders Conference held at General Headquarters (GHQ).

NAWABSHAH: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki addressing the public during his visit to Nawabshah.

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Minister for Home Captain (Retd) Muhammad Zubair Jamali presides
over the meeting regarding Appointment Policy of Additional Inspector General Police at Mekran.

SUKKUR: Chairman Pakistan People’s Party Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari addressing a press conference

34 more arrested Baloch
protesters released

Caretaker federal government says all
arrested marchers released after

fulfilling legal requirements

ISLAMABAD (APP): On
the recommendations of the
Committee, established on
the instructions of Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar, to
negotiate with the Baloch
protesters, 34 more ar-
rested protesters were re-
leased after fulfilling the le-
gal requirements.

Now all the arrested
protestors have been re-
leased, said the statement
issued on Thursday.

The committee mem-
bers Fawad Hasan Fawad,
Murtaza Solangi and Jamal
Shah along with Governor
Balochistan, held talks with
the protestors.

During the negotiations,
the protesters demanded
immediate release of the ar-
rested persons.

On the first day of the
talks, the committee had is-
sued orders for the imme-
diate release of the arrested
women and children.

Info Minister calls for
enhancing Pak-Iran
media cooperation

Papers of 80 candidates scrutinized for reserved seats:

Scrutiny of nomination
papers in all districts
of Balochistan: PEC

Independent Report
QUETTA: The process of
scrutiny of the nomination
papers of the candidates for
general elections is contin-
ued in all districts of the
Balochistan province.

According to the Pro-
vincial Election Commis-
sioner, Ejaz Anwar Chohan,
it was the fourth day of the
scrutiny of nomination pa-
pers of the candidates con-
testing elections on differ-
ent seats of provincial and
National Assemblies in the
province.

The Returning Officers
are conducting the scrutiny
of papers in their respec-
tive districts.

The PEC told that the

candidates are appearing in
front of the Returning Of-
ficers during the process of
scrutiny.

Similarly, the scrutiny
of papers of candidates
contesting elections on the
reserved seats in the office
of PEC. At the outset, scru-
tiny of a total of 80 nomi-
nation papers for the re-
served seats has been com-
pleted.

The PEC further in-
formed that the process of
scrutiny of nomination
papers  would remain
continued till December
30, 2023. Meanwhile, the
process training of polling
staff is also continued for
the general elections 2024.

FO regrets ‘interference’ by
foreign missions commenting

over Baloch protests
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Foreign Office on
Thursday regretted the
“interference” by some
foreign missions in Paki-
stan for commenting on the
Baloch protesters, saying
the country was fully ca-
pable of handling its inter-
nal matters. Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch at a weekly
press briefing said the con-
stitution of Pakistan guar-
anteed freedom of expres-
sion to its citizens and the
laws were in place to deal
with such cases internally.

The spokesperson’s
statement came in re-
sponse to a question over
the recent tweets by
Norway’s embassy and
the European Union Am-
bassador in Pakistan who
expressed “concerns” over
the alleged mistreatment of
the Baloch protestors in
Islamabad.

“The interference of
foreign embassies in Paki-
stan is regrettable,” she
said, adding that the coun-
try was committed to pro-
tecting the rights of its

people.
She said the country’s

courts were independent
and had taken decisions in
this regard on several oc-
casions.

Asked if the coming
year held any prospects of
resumption of ties with In-
dia, the spokesperson said
India needed to take steps
to create an environment
for a dialogue.

She, however, categori-
cally pointed out that the
dialogue with India could
only take place based on
“equality, respect and with
discussion on Jammu and
Kashmir as the priority is-
sue”.

On relations with the
countries of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC),
she said Pakistan and GCC
were on the verge of con-
cluding a Free Trade
Agreement soon, the first
of such kind by the GCC
with any country.

She said negotiations
in this regard were taking
place, which would culmi-
nate in the signing of agree-
ments “shortly”.

Jamali says
New Addl. IGP
Makran to be

posted with
consultation of
stakeholders

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Home and Tribal Affairs,
Captain (Retd) Mir
Muhammad Zubair Jamali
has stated that the new
Additional Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Makran would
be posted with consulta-
tion of all concerned stake-
holders, and adding he di-
rected to prepare strategy
with consultation in this
regard. The caretaker Min-
ister was chairing the first
meeting about recruitment
of new Additional IGP in
Makran, here in the office
of Additional Chief Secre-
tary Home on Thursday.

The meeting also at-
tended by the Additional
Chief Secretary Home,
Zahid Saleem and DIG po-
lice Headquarters Qamarul
Hasan discussed the mat-
ter about procedure of
posting of Additional IGP
in Makran.

The caretaker Minister
Home was briefed about the
salient features and aims
and objectives of the post-
ing of new IGP Makran.

Fake news against
countering

polio should end:
PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker Prime Minister
(PM) Anwar Ul Kakar said
fake news against counter-
ing polio must be ended.

Standing against this
mischievousness is our sur-
vival; kids’ murderer how
can be respectable: Kakar

Addressing Qoumi
Ulema Conference on po-
lio he said healthy life is
children’s right for the bright
future and those who think
that polio drops are against
shariah they are wretched.
Ulema (religious leaders)
must stand with us against
those pitiful people.

For polio eradication
we have to understand that
stand against this malice is
our survival. Kids’ mur-
derer how can be respect-
ful, said PM.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Iran on Thurs-
day emphasized the impor-
tance of mutual cooperation
in trade and economic sec-
tors, especially in the
scope of ECO organization,
corridor from East to West,
bilateral cooperation on the
ports and

expansion of relations
between two brotherly
countries. During a meeting
between Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Murtaza
Solangi and Iranian Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Reza
Amiri Moghadam, multiple
important issues, including
cooperation

in the fields of media,
exchange of cultural delega-
tions, bilateral trade rela-
tions, Iran Expo 2024, were
discussed.

The minister and Am-
bassador expressed the will-
ingness on the part of both
countries to explore oppor-
tunities for promoting bi-
lateral relations. Minister
for Information Murtaza

Solangi said that Pakistan
valued the brotherly rela-
tions with Iran as both were
bound by deep religious,
cultural and linguistic rela-
tions. “Cooperation be-
tween the two countries in
the fields of media is the
need of the hour,” Murtaza
Solangi said adding

Pakistan was keen to
promote cooperation with
Iran in the fields of film and
drama. He said a memoran-
dum of understanding has
already been signed be-
tween the Associated Press
of Pakistan and the Islamic
Republic News Agency
(IRNA). Additionally, Pa-
kistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) and Iran’s Au-
dio Visual Media Regula-
tory Authority (SATRA)
and the Directorate of Elec-
tronic Media and Publica-
tions,

Pakistan Television and
Iran’s audiovisual and cin-
ema sector, had been work-
ing on the MoUs to pro-
mote bilateral cooperation,
he added.

Pakistani refineries
refuse to refine

Russian crude oil
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistani refineries have
refused to refine Russian
crude oil, local refineries
have called Russian oil ex-
pensive.

According to refinery
officials, if Russian oil is
available at cheap prices, it
is beneficial to refine it.

Due to the cheapness
of furnace oil in international
markets, Russian oil is not
usable, more furnace oil is
produced from Russian oil,
the price of furnace oil in
international markets has
decreased from 80 dollars
per barrel to 60 dollars.

In this situation, our
refineries cannot clean the
Russian oil, the refinery
officials have also informed
the Ministry of Petroleum
about this situation, in the
current situation, Russian
oil should not be imported.

FBR clears Nawaz,
Shehbaz, Zardari,

Bilawal, Imran
others in tax matters
ISLAMABAD (Online):
FBR has cleared former
Prime Minister (PM)
Nawaz Sharif, PTI
founder Imran Khan,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Maryam Nawaz, Sheba
Sharif, Asif Ali Zardari,
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
and others  in tax matter
in connection with elec-
tion 2024 while complet-
ing their tax scrutiny.

Sources told Online
that FBR has completed
the scrutiny of those who
have filed nomination pa-
pers under the directive of
Election Commission.

Muslim League (PML-N) President, Shehbaz Sharif
waving hand to his supporters as he reached Karachi.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Secretary Kashmir Affairs & GB Jawwad Rafique Malik calls on Chief Minis-
ter GB Haji Gul Bar Khan at his Office.

JAMSHORO: A spectacular view of mass PT performing during 61st Par-
ents Day of Cadet College Petaro.

GHOTKI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari attending
a luncheon hosted in his honor by Jam Saifullah Dharijo and Jam Ikramullah
Dharijo at Jam House Adilpur in Ghotki.

QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner, Saad Bin Asad distributing wheel chairs
among disabled persons during a ceremony organized by Muslim Hands In-
ternational, in Quetta.

Ismail Khan attack. It reit-
erated Pakistan Army’s re-
solve to defend the sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity of Pakistan against di-
rect and indirect threats.

The Forum expressed
serious concern over con-
tinued repression and rep-
rehensible human rights
violations by Indian mili-
tary forces in the Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

The recent acts of ab-
duction, torture and killing
of civilians by Indian Army
were unequivocally con-
demned by the partici-
pants. “Such acts constitute
grave crimes against human-
ity and cannot dampen the
spirit of the brave
Kashmiris who are strug-
gling for their lawful right
of self- determination.

Pakistan would keep
supporting its Kashmiri
brethren with all political,
moral and diplomatic sup-
port for resolution of Kash-
mir issue according to in-
ternational law and relevant
UNSC resolutions,” it re-
solved. The Forum was
briefed on the prevalent geo-
strategic environment, chal-
lenges to national security
and own strategy in re-
sponse to evolving threat.

The sanctuaries and
liberty of action available to
the terrorists of proscribed
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and other groups of
that ilk, in a neighboring
country and the availabil-
ity of the latest weapons
to the terrorists were noted
as serious points of concern
impacting security of Paki-
stan.

The Forum resolved

that all terrorists, their fa-
cilitators and abettors,
working on the behest of
hostile forces to destablise
Pakistan, would be dealt
with full might of the state.

It expressed full solidar-
ity with the people of Pal-
estine and condemned seri-
ous human rights violations
and war crimes being per-
petrated in Gaza while re-
iterating the Government’s
stance of demanding an im-
mediate ceasefire in Gaza
and peaceful resolution of
the ongoing conflict.

The Forum was briefed
on the operational pre-
paredness of the forma-
tions. The COAS stressed
the need for continuously
maintaining operational ex-
cellence in cognitive and
physical realms and the
pursuit of high standards of
motivation and training.

Army vows to provide necessary....
Continued from page 1

TANDO ALLAHYAR: Foreigners dancing with the
villager at the model of the Climate Resilience
Markaz of bamboo housing by the Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization, Government of Pakistan, in
Pono village.

take action against them, he
added.

However, the govern-
ment is desirous of resolv-
ing the issue through mu-
tual understanding, and for
the purpose, the special
committee has held several
meetings with the protest-
ers.

During the course of
meetings, it had been de-
cided to release around 200
arrested persons. Of them,
163 have already been re-
leased and remaining would
be set free after necessary
legal action soon, adding he
mentioned.

The Chief Minister
stressed that we have to
move ahead for promotion
of national unity by ending
hatred.

The unity and har-
mony is need of the hour
for a prosperous and devel-
oped Pakistan si we have
to ensure it, he maintained.

Overall law and order situation...
Continued from page 1

Referring the Turbat
incident, the Chief Minis-
ter said that a fact finding
committee has been consti-
tuted for investigation of
the incident.

He said that the FIR
has been registered against
the nominated personnel
after dismissal from service.

The transparent in-
quiry of the matter is being
conducted.

To a query about alleged
conduct of the Islamabad
police with protesters, the
Chief Minister responded
by saying that the federal
government has constituted
special committee compris-
ing three members of the
caretaker federal ministers.

However, there was
also some mistake of the
protesters who attempted
to move towards the red
zone, on which the
Islamabad police had to

IHC rejects PTI founder
plea to stay cipher trial

ISLAMABAD (Online): Islamabad High Court (IHC)
has rejected PTI founder plea to   stay cipher trial.
PTI founder Imran Khan petition against trial court De-
cember 12 order in cipher case came up for hearing before
single bench of IHC led by Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb here Thursday.

During the course of hearing the court issued notice
and  sought reply.

The counsel for petitioner requested the court to stay
the trial.

Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb remarked that
notice is being issued. Later the court will see this matter.

Usman Riaz Gul counsel for PTI founder read out
December 12 order  in the  court and took the  plea that
the court’s proceedings is not being  conducted in trial
court as per requirement of sub section 3 of section 13.
The word complaint has been mentioned in the law and
not of FIR. This is special law and court’s proceedings is
possible under it.

The court inquired what is your point. What formal-
ity has not been fulfilled.

The counsel told this proceedings is moving ahead

under FIR rather than  complaint which is not correct
legally.   As per law the competent officer of the govern-
ment was to file compliant directly in the court. But here
even complaint has not been filed. Instead of it FIR has
been registered.

Justice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb remarked  this
notification meets the requirements of section 13 (6).

Counsel Usman Riaz Gull  said the court could not
understand this matter. Statements of 25 witnesses have
been recorded. cross questioning in respect of 3 witnesses
has completed. Total witnesses are 28.

The counsel requested the court to halt the trial for
some days. Otherwise the trial court will give final deci-
sion of the case till then. Because trial is running on day
to day basis.

The court remarked first we  will issue notice and
then court will see this matter.

The court rejected the plea for granting stay order
regarding cipher trial.

FIA prosecutor received notice in court room on this
occasion.

Later the court adjourned the hearing of the case.

PML-N discusses seat
adjustments, new

constituencies’ issues
LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz on
Thursday discussed the is-
sue of new constituencies
and the party’s affected
candidates along with likely
seat adjustments.

The party’s session
mulled to compensate the
candidates deprived of
party tickets with Senate
seats or in by elections.

“A large part of Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq’s constituency
has been added in the con-
stituency of Shaikh Rohail
Asghar in fresh delimita-
tions and both of them try-
ing to bag the party ticket
for NA-121,” partyThe
Senate elections will take
place in March immediately
after general election in Feb-
ruary.

“Ayaz Sadiq could be
offered to the constitutional
seat of Senate Chairman if

he becomes senator,”
sources claimed.

Former MNA Malik
Riaz could be affected in
NA-117 after Aleem Khan
has submitted nomination
papers from NA-117.
Malik has contacted to the
people deemed closer to the
PML-N leadership, sources
said. “The PML-N can give
green signal to Aleem Khan
for NA-117 in seat adjust-
ment,” sources said. “In
that case Malik Riaz can be
offered ticket to another
constituency in a by-elec-
tion,” party sources said.

Former speaker Ayaz
Sadiq, after the PML-N
parliamentary party ses-
sion in a media talk said that
the 2024 general election
can be better for the PML-
N. “I won’t comment on
Shaikh Rohail Asghar’s
contesting election,” he said.

Qureshi sent to
jail on judicial

remand
RAWALPINDI (INP):  A
court of judicial magistrate
on Thursday sent Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Vice
Chairman Shah Mahmood
Qureshi to jail on Judicial
remand in 12 cases regis-
tered against him following
May 9 riots.

Qureshi was presented
before Duty Magistrate
Syed Jahangir Ali’s court in
the GHQ attack case under
strict security. At the out-
set of the hearing, police
sought a 30-day physical
remand of the former for-
eign minister but the plea
was opposed by the law-
yers of the PTI vice presi-
dent.

The lawyers argued
that those named in the
May 9 violence cases were
acquitted and urged the
court to acquit Shah
Mahmood Qureshi. On
Wednesday, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) vice
chairman, Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, was rearrested
from outside Adiala jail.

Punjab’s RA Bazaar
police station cops rear-
rested Shah Mahmood
Qureshi after his release
from Adiala Jail on bail in
cipher case on Supreme
Court orders. The release
came after police pleaded to
end the 15-day detention
orders of the former foreign
minister under 3-MPO.

Election 2024:

Interim govt allocates
Rs 17 bln for security

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Thurs-
day allocated Rs 17 billion
for security related to the
upcoming general election
in 2024, sources said.

A meeting was held to
overview the security ar-
rangements for the upcom-
ing general elections sched-
uled to be held on February
08, 2024.

According to well-in-
formed sources, the meet-
ing – attended by the In-
spector Generals (IGs) of
all four provinces – briefed
the meeting members about

the polling day security ar-
rangements.

Reports indicate that to
ensure a peaceful election
in the country, a total of
600,000 police officials are
necessarily required.

Sources further re-
vealed that only 200,000
police officials are cur-
rently available leaving a
significant shortfall, with an
additional 400,000 person-
nel required to meet the ba-
sic security requirements
for the upcoming general
elections. Meanwhile, 58
percent of polling stations
declared sensitive.

MoFA committed to promote
Pakistan’s interests
at global level: FM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani on Thursday
said the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and Pakistan’s
missions abroad would
continue to promote the
country’s external relations
and protect its interests at
the global level. The foreign
minister expressed these
views in a year-end inter-
action with the beat report-
ers held here at the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs.

FM Jilani gave a
roundup of the achieve-
ments made by Pakistan in

the domain of global foreign
policy and highlighted the
high-level visits of the lead-
ership that led to the
strengthening of ties with
key States. A fateha was
offered for the soul of
former foreign secretary
Riaz Khokhar who passed
away in Islamabad on
Wednesday. Foreign Office
spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch, media per-
sons from newspapers and
television, foreign corre-
spondents, and officials of
the ministry attended the
interaction.

Marsh’s 96 gives Australia
edge as Pakistan left to

rue dropped catch

Aneeq for sensitizing youth to promote
interfaith harmony in society

and reveres the Quran
should also comprehend
and follow its message that
emphasizes on dignity of a
human life and declares the
murder of an individual as
the assassination of entire
humanity and protecting a
human life as saving human-
ity, he argued.

All the Pakistanis irre-
spective of their religion and
beliefs were guaranteed
equal rights under the con-
stitution, he said adding that
the Pakistani nation was
living with harmony in a
culture embedded with val-
ues of peaceful coexistence,
tolerance and mutual re-
spect.

Economic turbulence,
low literacy rate, poverty
and other factors have been
affecting the social fabric of
the society and extremism
has found a way to sneak
in, he observed and said that
strengthening the economy
was among the core re-
sponsibilities of the state.

Aneeq Ahmed recalled
that after the occurrence of
the unfortunate incident of
Jaranwala the entire Mus-
lim population of the sur-
roundings reached for the
help of the affected Chris-
tian community along with
Ulema and state function-
aries and even doors of
Masajid were opened to
provide shelter to the af-
fected families.

He further said that in-
cidents like Jaranwala will

not be tolerated as they
were against the spirit of
Islam and law was in place
to deal with the perpetra-
tors.

The minister urged that
in this era of disinformation,
people must verify if they
hear about any such hap-
pening that hurts their reli-
gious sentiments and act
cautiously instead of tak-
ing the law in hand by re-
sorting to vehement reac-
tion and violence.

The minister com-
mended the role of society
and Ulema for raising
voices against intolerance in
society and said that mass
awareness events on inter-
faith harmony are being or-
ganized in universities as
well as in Masajid and we
need to arrange such events
in places like churches.

The sight of a vibrant
and talented young genera-
tion reinforces our belief
that the future of Pakistan
is bright and glowing,
Aneeq Ahmed said and
urged the students to col-
lect the pearls of wisdom
and disseminate light of in-
tellect in the society.

Cardinal Joseph
Coutts, Cardinal Pope of
the Vatican at Archdiocese
of Karachi, said that every-
one has their own identity
and every society must be
inclusive and harmonious
so that everyone can live in
an environment of peaceful
coexistence.

KARACHI (APP): The
caretaker Federal Minister
for Religious Affairs Aneeq
Ahmed, Thursday, under-
scored need to impart
awareness to youth to pro-
mote interfaith harmony in
society.

He was addressing a
seminar titled “Religious
Minorities and Interfaith
Harmony, Social Tolerance
in Pakistan” organized by
the Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony in collaboration with
NED University of Engi-
neering and Technology as
part of efforts aimed at sen-
sitizing youth in higher edu-
cational institutions.

Religious scholars, aca-
demicians, and intellectuals
addressed the seminar and
stressed cultivating and nur-
turing virtuous values of
tolerance, tranquillity, and
respect for each others’ be-
liefs.

The federal minister
Aneeq Ahmed said that
love for religion was a part
of life for every Muslim in
the world and their hearts
were filled with utmost
love for Allah, His Rasool
S.A.W, Quran and Islam
which could not be vitiated.

“Our hearts are the
abode of Allah and there
should be no space for im-
purities like envy, preju-
dice, hatred and violence,”
he remarked.

A person who loves

SYDNEY (INP):  In-form
Mitchell Marsh and a bat-
tling Steven Smith struck
half-centuries under pres-
sure to deflate Pakistan as
Australia regained control
of the Boxing Day Test af-
ter recovering from a ca-
lamitous top-order col-
lapse.

In cloudy conditions
and on a tricky MCG sur-
face, Australia had crashed
to 16 for 4 in their second
innings with a lead of just
70 runs. But Marsh and
Smith combined for a 153-
run partnership in the high-
est fifth-wicket stand in
Test history from a total of
20 for 4 or lower. In a late
twist, they both fell in the
final session with Smith dis-
missed for 50 on what
proved to be the last ball of
day three when he gloved a
brutal delivery from spear-
head Shaheen Shah Afridi to
gully.

Afridi’s strike gave Pa-
kistan hope, but Australia
still had the edge with a
valuable lead of 241 runs
with four wickets in hand.
Pakistan, however, could
have been in a far better
position. The pivotal mo-
ment came early in the sec-
ond session when Marsh
on 20 was badly dropped
by Abdullah Shafique at
first slip off quick Aamer
Jamal when Australia were
46 for 4. Reminiscent of his
blunder early on day one
when he spilt Warner,
Shafique could not hold
onto a thick edge from
Marsh’s attempted drive.
The ball almost rebounded
to Salman Agha, who ap-
peared to be caught off

guard. Shafique was even-
tually removed from the
slips as Pakistan’s confi-
dence nosedived. Ghosts of
the past appeared to be
rearing for Pakistan as
seemingly distracted cap-
tain Shan Masood
misfielded at mid-off on the
next delivery to gift Marsh
a boundary.

Marsh made a dejected
Pakistan pay with 96 off
130 balls to continue his
rich form since being re-
called to the team in
Headingley during the
Ashes. But he missed out
on his fourth Test century
when he edged a brilliant de-
livery from left-arm quick
Mir Hamza that was su-
perbly taken low at slip by
Salman. His

father Geoff and
brother Shaun, who both
played Test cricket for
Australia, were left in dis-
belief in the terraces.

In contrast to an aggres-
sive Marsh, Smith batted
watchfully and intent on
playing a support role. He
did not hit a boundary until
the 101st delivery he faced
with Smith remaining ex-
tremely cautious of a sur-
face that somewhat settled
as the day wore on but proved
unpredictable. Smith only
scored one run in the final
hour before he was left in shock
after his 176-ball knock ended
in the final over.

Pakistan still faced a
daunting task of avoiding a
16th straight defeat in Aus-
tralia and will feel frustrated
having stormed back into
the contest after inspired
new ball bowling from
Hamza and Afridi.

Niece vs uncle:

Hina Shah to contest election
against Qaim Ali Shah

KHAIRPUR (INP): Hina Shah Jeelani to contest election
against her uncle Qaim Ali Shah, senior Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) leader and former chief minister Sindh, on
PS-26. Following acceptance of nomination papers, Hina
Shah Jeelani said she will give tough time to her uncle
Qaim Ali Shah in the upcoming general elections, sched-
uled to take place on February 8. Shah said her uncle
Qaim Ali Shah has become old. “Sain has become old
now, he is not taking rest, nor giving us a chance.”

It is to be noted that the niece and uncle will contest
the election for the Sindh Assembly seat from Khairpur
(PS-26).

As the nation holds its breath, the political narrative
unfolds, offering a glimpse into the dynamics that will
shape the representation in the National Assembly.

The next few days will be crucial, setting the stage for
the political players and their constituents as they navi-
gate the intricate web of scrutiny and decision-making in
this pivotal election season.

Raza condemns
violence on
SM Qureshi

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former Chairman Senate
Raza Rabbani has con-
demned the violence and
disrespect by police offi-
cials against former foreign
minister and Pakistan
Tehrik-e-Insaaf (PTI) vice
president Shah Mehmood
Qureshi.

He also demanded the
removal of involved police
official from their position.

In his condemnation
statement he said I strongly
condemn the disrespecting
action against Shah
Mehmood Qureshi regard-
less that he is former for-
eign minister and politician
but top of all he is the citi-
zen of Pakistan. He deserve
the most respect.

Former chairman Sen-
ate said police is dealing
own citizens like they are
enemies of Pakistan.

India’s series dream ends in
three-day defeat by South Africa

SOUTH AFRICA (AFP/
APP): India’s dream of
winning a Test series in
South Africa for the first
time was ended inside three
days as they crashed to an
innings and 32 runs defeat
at Super Sport Park in Cen-
turion on Thursday.

With the series consist-
ing of only two matches,
they can at best earn a share
of the honour if they win
the second Test starting in
Cape Town on Wednesday.

India crashed to 131 all
out in their second innings
after conceding a 163-run
first innings lead.

A day which started

with the match evenly
poised turned into a rout for
the tourists.

Dean Elgar (185) and
Marco Jansen (84 not out)
transformed a slender 11-
run lead for South Africa at
the start of play into a
strong position.

They shared a 111-run
sixth wicket partnership as
South Africa took an over-
night 256 for five to 408 all
out despite the absence of
injured captain Temba
Bavuma.

Virat Kohli hit an ag-
gressive 76 for India before
he was last man out but the
rest of the batting collapsed

against South Africa’s fast
bowlers on a lively pitch.

The second innings
lasted just 34.1 overs.
Kohli hit 12 fours and a six
in an 82-ball innings.
Shubman Gill made 26 but
no other batsman scored
more than six.

Kagiso Rabada set the
tone for South Africa, bowl-
ing Sharma for a duck with
a superb delivery which
deviated off the pitch to hit
the off stump.

Rabada, who took five
for 59 in the first innings,
took two for 32 and finished
the match with an out-
standing diving catch at
long-on to dismiss Kohli off
Jansen, who took three for
36.

Left-arm fast bowler
Nandre Burger completed
an impressive debut Test by
taking four for 33, giving
him match figures of seven
for 83.
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ISLAMABAD: Haji Rahim, a resident of Satra Meel
Islamabad addressing a press conference at NPC
regarding the kidnapping of his employees.

ISLAMABAD: A view of monkeys sitting around
the picnickers for food at Damn-e-Koh in Federal
Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Madad Ali Sindhi held a meeting with Advisor Planning HEC
and Directory P&D QAU.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar offers con-
dolence on demise of Former Secretary Foreign Affairs Mr. Riaz Khokhar.

ISLAMABAD: A stunning view of the illuminated digits of 2024 as illumi-
nated by traders to welcome the new years in Federal Capital.

AC Shalimar
checks prices
at different

areas
ISLAMABAD (APP): On
the instructions of the
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad, the Assistant
Commissioner Shalimar
here on Thursday visited
different areas of Shalimar
sub-division and checked
prices.

The Assistant Com-
missioner checked DC
counters in fruit/vegetable,
meat/chicken shops, restau-
rants, general stores and
bakeries etc.

He imposed a fine of
Rs.55 thousand on the
owners/managers for high
prices and arrested six per-
sons and sent them to the
police station.

He also issued warn-
ing to others as per law.

PBC starts special
program ‘Elections

City 2024’

DG FIA awards
letters of appreciation
ISLAMABAD (APP):  Director General of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) Thursday awarded appre-
ciation letters to Deputy Director FIA Anti- corruption
Islamabad Afzal Khan Niazi and Deputy Director FIA
Majid Manzoor Awan.

Both the officers were awarded with the apprecia-
tion letters on best performance during the year 2023.

Experts call for anticipatory climate adaptation to cope crisis in the region
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Experts at a high-level
roundtable called upon yes-
terday, the government and
policy makers to come up
with an inclusive and holis-
tic approach to meet the
exacerbating climate crisis
through anticipatory adap-
tation.

The roundtable titled
“Foresight and futures
thinking for Anticipatory
Adaptation in Pakistan”
was organized by the Sus-
tainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) in
collaboration with the In-
ternational Centre for Inte-
grated Mountain Develop-
ment (ICIMOD) to address
how various stakeholders
are thinking of future risks,
and how these risks could
be integrated into existing
plans and policies.

In his opening re-
marks, Dr Babar Shahbaz,
Faculty of Social Sciences,
Institute of Agricultural
Extension Education and
Rural Development, set the
ground for the participants
to deliberate on pertinent
and relevant issues pre-
cisely. To become future-fit,

he said, it is important to
understand future risks and
take anticipatory actions.

Amina Maharjan, Se-
nior Specialist Livelihoods
and Migration, ICIMOD
briefed the participants on
the foresight and futures
thinking for anticipatory
adaptation in the region,
methods to explore future
pathway in terms of fore-
sight, scenario develop-
ment, development of effi-
cient strategies and under-
standing foresight beyond
predictions.

She briefed the par-
ticipants on the emerging
concept of foresight as the
method of scoping, sensiti-
zation, participatory sce-
nario development, integra-
tion into plans and policies
and gender inclusive steps
to address data gaps, and
other shortcomings ham-
pering climate resilient fu-
ture development through
a futuristic approach.

Sultan Mehmood, the
World Food Programme
(WFP) representative,
mentioned the climate ad-
aptation related interven-
tions being implemented

through the WFP collabo-
ration particularly the Liv-
ing Indus Initiative. He un-
derscored the need to ad-
dress water management,
governance, land cover area
protection and multi-hazard
vulnerability risk assess-
ment (MHVRA) as crucial
components to successfully
meet the challenge of cli-
mate foresight.

Muhammad Farooq,
Senior Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Climate
Change and Environmental
Coordination, briefed the
roundtable about the steps
taken by the Ministry in the
aftermath of rising magni-
tude of climate catastro-
phes. He shed light on the
development of the baseline
data based on modern tech-
niques, MHVRA being
done for high resolution data
work underway on climate
on mapping and prediction
by 2090.

Mr Farooq also
pointed out lacunas in ex-
isting strategies particularly
no linkage between adapta-
tion and NDCs which has
been done by developed
countries. Pakistan has sub-

mitted its National Adap-
tation Plan to UNFCCC
and is the 40th country do
it. Moreover, adaptation
cells have been created at
the Ministries including cli-
mate change, planning and
at the provincial ministries.
Pakistan is losing 8% of its
GDP due to climate recur-
ring catastrophes and it has
crossed the tipping point of
climate crisis and entered
into a new normal, he added.

Dr Shafqat Munir,
Deputy Executive Direc-
tor, SDPI informed the fo-
rum that amid discourse on
anticipatory approaches, it
is required to have systems
capable to workout disas-
ter risk reduction and cli-
mate change anticipatory
adaptation and foresight
models.

He said the stakehold-
ers and partners are work-
ing in silos that needs to
end, whereas risk gover-
nance and financing need to
be looked with anticipatory
approach.

United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme repre-
sentative Arshad Samad
Khan presented a brief view

of climate vulnerability of
the region and mentioned
glacial melt in the north and
sea level rise at the coasts
in the south among the ma-
jor climate crises faced by
the country. He maintained
that the lack of awareness
at community level was the
problem that needed to be
addressed at the priority.

Obaidur Rehman Zia
from SDPI proposed the
roundtable to shift from
deterministic to probabilis-
tic approach.

Shameen Raza,
UNDP-Pakistan briefed the
forum about the success of
GLOF project that signifi-
cantly reduced losses of
human lives and infrastruc-
ture in the glacial lake out-
burst flood prone areas. She
mentioned that it was a
promising intervention be-
cause of its localized nature
and approach.

Representative from
the PARC briefed the
roundtable that there was
need to review the hotspots
of the country facing water
shortage crisis and those
regions’ contribution to the
GDP through their agricul-

ture output also needed to
be studied for better strate-
gies.

He added that there
was a need to learn and
adopt new information and
technology related to cli-
mate science and mitigation.

Representative from
the Zarai Taraqiati Bank
noted that there are green
climate finance solutions
but farmers are mostly un-
aware of such initiatives.
He demanded of the quar-
ters concerned to share the
most modern research and
such scientific solutions in
lucid and clear language.

Dr Farrukh Rashid
from Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) in-
formed the participants
about the measures taken
by the PMD for strength-
ening it’s hydro meteoro-
logical infrastructure across
the country.

He suggested address-
ing the demographic issues
of countries like Pakistan in
the region that were having
bulging sizes of population
churning up most of the
natural resources which
was unsustainable.

Education Minister takes notice
of delay in development of

QAU sub campus in Punjab

Jamal stresses for revival
of ‘Cinema industry’ with

affordable tickets

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Minister for Federal Edu-
cation and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi
on Thursday took strict
notice of the inordinate de-
lay in the development of
campus of Quaid-i-Azam
University (QAU) in
Punjab.

During a meeting with
Advisor Planning HEC and
Directory P&D QAU, he
ordered an immediate in-
quiry to be done and the
report to be presented to
him by January 04, 2024.

Madad said that such
delays are a major obstacle
in the academic journey of
our youth.  He ordered
HEC and QAU to immedi-
ately resolve all of the pend-
ing issues related to it and
further coordinate with the
Punjab Government to en-
sure speedy construction of

the campus.  He said that it
is high time that the relevant
departments are held ac-
countable for inefficient
and ineffective manage-
ment. Madad Ali Sindhi
also paid a surprise visit to
the QAU Islamabad Cam-
pus. He visited the hostels
and said that the existing
condition of the hostels is
deplorable. He highlighted
the poor maintenance of
the facilities.

Students met with him
and highlighted their plea
about insufficient academic
facilities such as the avail-
ability of the Internet.
Madad took notice of the
situation and ordered an
immediate revamp of the
hostels.  He said that stu-
dents cannot study unless
they have the basic facili-
ties.  He said that it was
unimaginable for students

to focus on their studies if
they had to deal with such
problems.

Madad assured the
students that he would or-
der an immediate revamp
of the conditions of the hos-
tels.  Madad said that we
work towards student ex-
change programs with
friendly countries but after
looking at the conditions of
the hostels, it is pertinent
that we first fix our institu-
tions before inviting foreign
students to study here.

He said that it is a sad
state of affairs and that this
will limit opportunities for
our students to go abroad
in student exchange pro-
grams.  He said that such
problems need to be ad-
dressed on war footing and
ordered the relevant au-
thorities to resolve these
issues immediately.

Over 1400 Aero Apprentices
passed out at PAF Airmen
Academy Korangi Creek

CPEC promotes economic
transformation & regional

integration: Speakers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers during a
webinar on Thursday high-
lighted a pivotal role played
by the China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) in
fostering a community for
a shared future between
China and Pakistan.

The Webinar on “A
Decade of China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor” was
organized by the Centre for
BRI and China Studies, In-
stitute of Peace and Diplo-
matic Studies (IPDS) and
Pakistan Research Center,
Inner Mongolia Honder
College of Arts and Sci-
ences, China, in collabora-
tion with the Alliance of
China Pakistan Research
Centres.

The mega initiative
had significantly trans-
formed Pakistan’s economic
landscape and contributing
to poverty reduction, the
speakers said, adding the
implementation of connec-
tivity projects, particularly
in farm-to-market initia-
tives, had brought revolu-
tionary changes to agricul-
ture and industrial develop-
ment in Pakistan.

While looking at the
decade of CPEC’s impact,
they said the global com-
munity must recognize its

status as a game changer
and a fate changer.

President of IPDS Dr.
Farhat Asif emphasized
the significance of the
webinar, introducing the
forthcoming book, “CPEC:
A Decade of Transforma-
tion across Pakistan - Re-
gional Impacts and
Progress,” a collaborative
effort of both institutes.

Director of the Paki-
stan Research Center Richer
Tang Jun offered insights
into the book, focusing on
the developmental strides
made over the decade.

Director of the CPEC
Research Centre Dr.
Xiaqing Xie highlighted the
poverty reduction impacts
of CPEC in Pakistan
through energy projects.

Dr. Liaqat Ali Shah,
Head of Policy, Centre of
Excellence for CPEC, em-
phasized the role of
academia and think tanks in
formulating actionable poli-
cies.

Prof. Dr. Sun Hongqi,
Director of the Pakistan
Center for Educational and
Cultural Studies, Jiangsu
Normal University, empha-
sized the close ties between
China and Pakistan, draw-
ing global attention to
CPEC.

Closing ceremony of weapons
handling training course held

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The closing ceremony of a three-day weapon handling training course
held at Police Line Headquarters, in which 25 participants participated. In the weapon
handling course, basic knowledge of weapons and training were provided to the par-
ticipants.

According to the details, following the special directions of Islamabad Capital City
Police Officer (ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, a series of self-defense courses is being
conducted for the citizens of the federal capital Islamabad, in order to ensure the safety
of their lives and property and train them to deal with any emergency situation.

In this regard, a closing ceremony was organized at Police Line Headquarters, in
which AIG Logistics was the chief guest. He distributed the certificates among the
participants who had successfully completed the training course.

TDEA-FAFEN registers
more than 300,000
women as voters

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Caretaker Minister
for National Heritage and
Culture Syed Jamal Shah
Thursday stressed the need
for revival of ‘Cinema in-
dustry’ with affordable
tickets and said that it was
high time to invest in
Pakistan’s entertainment
industry to implement a
methodology in producing
quality films.

Talking to a Private
news channel, on the eve of
World Cinema Day, minis-
ter said that almost 4000
new cinemas are required to
revive this industry, adding,
Cinema and film making in
Pakistan can comeback if it
revive the industry with
multi task films of all coun-
tries.

The Minister sug-
gested to import Indian and
Turkey content in a man-
ner that the local film in-
dustry is not affected. He
also recalled a time when

Pakistani dramas and films
enjoyed popularity in
neighboring countries.

He expressed his de-
sire for providing the
masses with quality and
affordable entertainment.

Minister highlighted
the day that Cinema Day is
a reminder of the power of
cinema to bring people to-
gether and to transport us
to different worlds, add-
ing, it is a day to celebrate
our love of film and to
appreciate all the hard
work that goes into making
movies.

He said that Pakistan
was highly rich and diverse
and we wish to encourage
our artists to showcase
their talent and promote the
diversity in the cultural
landscape of the country
through the art of music,
adding, investors should
also be encouraged to invest
in Cinema industry for the
revival of film industry.

Anaemia reduction
programme launched

in 50 girls’ schools

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The passing out Parade of
Aero Apprentices was held
at the Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) Airmen Academy,
Korangi Creek, here Thurs-
day. Deputy Chief of the
Air Staff (Air Defence), Air
Marshal Irfan Ahmad, was
the chief guest at the occa-
sion, a PAF news release
said.

Earlier, Air Vice Mar-
shal Syed Imran Majid Ali,
Air Officer Commanding,
PAF Academy Korangi
Creek, received the chief

guest. A total of 1,410 Aero
Apprentices including 66
trainees from Pakistan
Navy and 01 trainee from
Sri Lanka have successfully
completed their technical
training.

While addressing the
ceremony, the chief guest
said, PAF is a highly pro-
fessional organization that
is venerated as a combat
efficient force and has al-
ways come up to the ex-
pectations of the nation
during testing times through
its historic valour, opera-

tional preparedness and
professional excellence.

He further said that
PAF was equipped with
state-of-the-art weaponry
and had full potential to
defend the aerial boundaries
of the motherland.

The chief guest em-
phasized that the current
security scenario called for
a fully harmonized train-
ing of PAF workforce that
was fully capable of pro-
tecting and maintaining its
next generation defence as-
sets.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly Iron Folic Acid
Supplementation (WIFAS)
pilot project has benefited
over 5,000 in-school ado-
lescent girls for anaemia’s
reduction.

The project was
jointly started by the Fed-
eral and Punjab govern-
ments and Nutrition Inter-
national (NI).

The pilot project
reached adolescent girls
with the recommended
scheme of WIFAS and en-
hanced their knowledge
about nutrition and iron
deficiency anaemia.

Under the project, the
Nutrition International
joined hands with the Nu-

trition Wing of Ministry of
National Health Services
Regulations and Coordina-
tion, Integrated Reproduc-
tive Maternal Newborn,
Child Health and Nutrition
Program Punjab and
Lodhran district’s health
and education authorities to
pilot the programme in 50
public sector schools.

As per the findings of
the National Nutrition Sur-
vey 2018, 54.7% of the
country’s adolescent girls
are anaemic, with a higher
prevalence in rural areas
(56%) than urban areas
(53%).

The consequences of
outcomes due to anemia and
malnutrition can lead to di

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation (PBC) has
launched a series of special
programmes, “Elections
City 2024”,  in connection
with the forthcoming gen-
eral elections 2024.

The first special
programme, jointly pro-
duced by the News and
Current Affairs Channel
and Programme Wing, was
broadcast live at News and
Current Affairs Channel
from Islamabad, said a press
release issued on Thursday.

Speaking in the
programme, Federal Minis-
ter for Information, Broad-
casting and Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Solangi
said that Radio Pakistan had
a long history of providing
timely and accurate infor-
mation to the masses.

Appreciating the his-
torical role of Radio Paki-
stan during all the previous
and forthcoming general
elections, he expressed the
hope that all regional and
local stations would also
follow the National Hook-
up Programme and plan
their transmission accord-

ingly.
Director General Elec-

tions, Election Commission
of Pakistan, Syed Nadeem
Haider said conducting elec-
tions was a massive exer-
cise in which about one mil-
lion election staff would be
deputed. About 92,000
polling stations would be
set up across the country,
while a special security plan
would be chalked out for
around 47,000 sensitive
and extremely sensitive
polling stations to ensure
law and order, he added.

He said the Election
Monitoring and Complaint
Cell had also been estab-
lished which would moni-
tor the election process
round the clock.

Lauding the role of
Radio Pakistan, the ECP
DG Elections said it had an
edge over other mediums of
communication due to its
access to the far flung areas
of the country.

He also appealed to
the political parties to ex-
tend cooperation to the
ECP in conducting peace-
ful, free, fair and transpar-
ent elections.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Trust for Democratic
Education and Accountabil-
ity – Free and Fair Election
Network (TDEA-FAFEN)
showcased the efforts of
women political workers
and leaders to get their civil
and political rights and
demonstrate leadership
skills through a four-year
program, ‘WE’RE Leaders’
funded by Global Affairs
Canada.

Starting in 2019, the
four-year project was
implemented in 20 districts
of all four provincial capi-
tals through 19 FAFEN
member organizations. The
project also worked with
the rights-based commis-
sions, the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan, the Na-
tional Database and Regis-
tration Authority, the me-

dia, and other government
institutions. Celebrating the
successful closeout of the
program, Mr. Luke Myers,
the Counsellor (Develop-
ment) and Head of Coop-
eration, at Global Affairs
Canada said the gender gap
on the electoral rolls has
been minimized due to the
collaboration between civil
society and the institutions.
He appreciated the in-
creased number of women
filing their nomination pa-
pers for the general elec-
tions 2024, as compared
with the previous two gen-
eral elections. However, he
emphasized that the reality
should not be overlooked as
around 13,000 female vot-
ers will still be missing in
each of the 266 National As-
sembly constituencies in the
upcoming general elections.

Ramesh Kumar
claims Zardari

would have
leading role

ISLAMABAD (INP): Asif
Ali Zardari would have
leading role if elections held
on February 08, former
MNA Ramesh Kumar said
on Thursday. Kumar, a
former lawmaker in Na-
tional Assembly, said that
the circumstances as well as
stars point out towards the
People’s Party as the
kingmaker. “Currently Asif
Ali Zardari and the PTI’s
founder’s stars are strong,”
Ramesh Kumar told a pri-
vate television channel.

He said the People’s
Party talks about reconcili-
ation and taking all to-
gether. “The PPP will be
benefited from the feud be-
tween the PTI and the
PML-N”. “I am seeing the
People’s Party in Sindh and
Balochistan, both prov-
inces,” Kumar sharing his
insight said.

Scrutiny of
nomination
papers for
elections
continues

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Scrutiny of the nomination
papers filed by candidates
for next general elections is
underway which will con-
tinue till Saturday.

Appeals against the
acceptance or rejection of
nomination papers can be
submitted until the third of
next month and decisions
on these appeals will be
made by the tenth of next
month.

The list of candidates
will be displayed on the
11th January and candidates
would have the option to
withdraw by the 12th Janu-
ary.
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A level pitch
The conduct of credible elec-
tions is essential for the
health of any democratic sys-
tem. However, throughout
our electoral history, holding
timely — and free and fair
polls — has always been an
uphill struggle. Up until a few
weeks ago, there were con-
siderable  doubts about
whether elections would ac-
tually be held in February.
Thanks to the  Supreme
Court’s timely interventions
those worries have subsided.

Yet an equally important
question has arisen about the
fairness and transparency of
the electoral process. Post
May 9, the PTI has claimed it
is being erased as a political
entity by the state, and there
is sufficient evidence to sup-
port these plaints.

Amongst the biggest blows
the former ruling party suf-
fered was the rejection by the
ECP of the PTI’s intra-party
polls, and the denial of the
bat election symbol. This situ-
ation has been rectified for
the t ime be ing as the
Peshawar High Court sus-
pended the ECP’s decision on
Tuesday, effectively putting
the bat back into the PTI’s
hands. The order will remain
in the field till Jan 9.

Legal observers say the
ECP can either file an intra-
court appeal, or petition the
apex court to vacate the PHC
verdict.

The judicial authorities
should consider expediting
the hearing of this case to
dispel any remaining uncer-
tainty regarding the PTI’s use
of its election symbol. Of
course, as this paper has con-
sistently stated, the PTI and
all other contenders need to
be provided a level playing
field in order to freely contest
the general elections. Yet the
PHC’s decision aside, the
party still appears to be get-
ting the rough end of the
stick.

For example, PTI vice chair-
man Shah Mahmood Qureshi
was manhandled and rear-
rested outside Adiala jail in
an undisclosed case on
Wednesday, despite securing
bail in the cipher case. Mean-
while, the PTI has also moved
a contempt petition in the SC
citing alleged violation of the
court’s Dec 22 order by the
ECP, and seeking an end to
the arrests and harassment
of its workers and candidates.

In violation of the Consti-
tution, various pillars of state,
through their acts of omis-
sion and commission, have
abetted the delay in holding
polls. Further infringement of
fundamental rights by ma-
nipulating the results of the
elections even before the first
vote is cast should not be al-
lowed.

In decades past, the Na-
tional Awami Party, PPP and
the PML-N have all had ob-
stacles placed in their way,
and now it is the PTI’s turn
to face the displeasure of the
powers that be.

This subterfuge  of  the
democratic process must
cease, and all parties should
be allowed to freely campaign
for the polls. Moreover, the
run-up to elections, as well
as polling day, needs to be
free of violence and intimi-
dation.

Changing political climate

The year through the haze

Reimaged idols AI and climate

Ali Tauqeer Sheikh
Perhaps the most important
takeaway from the climate
summit in the UAE was the
engagement of young boys
and girls from almost a
dozen youth groups repre-
senting Pakistan’s different
regions. Each group focused
on specific concerns of in-
terest to them in their re-
spective areas. They en-
gaged with each other, their
international counterparts,
and with the Pakistani Pa-
vilion, arguing passionately
about their views on how to
make Pakistan a climate-re-
silient, prosperous, and so-
cially cohesive country.

They were the finest
young minds reflecting
Pakistan’s promised energy
and vibrancy. They repre-
sented 18 per cent or about
22 million new voters that
have been added to the elec-
toral rolls since the 2018
elections. It is estimated that

voters from the ages 18 to
35 years will constitute
45pc of the electoral college
on polling day in February.
Yet, they were mostly po-
litical orphans as none of the
mainstream political parties
have shown any serious in-
terest to listen to them or to
weave their ambitions and
aspirations into party plat-
forms and manifestos.

Ignoring this demo-
graphic profile will be peril-
ous for any political party,
indeed for democracy in Pa-
kistan. This will weaken any
government’s mandate and
legitimacy. In 2018, for ex-
ample, more than 100 Na-
tional Assembly members
from a total of 266 directly
elected seats, were won by
a plurality — that is, not the
majority of registered votes.
Further, an unbelievable 86
NA seats were won or lost
by a narrow margin of less
than 1,000 votes, and another
26 seats by a difference of
under 2,000 votes. In 51
constituencies, mostly in
the political battleground of
Punjab, the winning
candidate’s margin of vic-
tory was under 6,000 votes
in constituencies that mostly
comprised some 900,000
voters. These are indeed
“fragile margins of victory”
as Maleeha Lodhi labelled

them in this space a few
weeks ago.

Given these narrow
margins, young voters can
tip the outcome if they par-
ticipate in the election in sig-
nificant numbers. Increased
youth participation can en-
sure that more than 51pc
votes (the last election’s
threshold) are cast. Ignoring
the youth can at best give a
fractured victory, denying
any party a clear majority.
Instead, the larger political
parties have been
shepherding electables to
their barn of candidates.
Political parties can over-
come this predicament and
strengthen democracy in the
country simply by wooing
an additional 10pc youthful
voters by addressing their
concerns.

Most of the 22m new
voters have seen creeping
climatic changes that have
adversely affected the qual-
ity of their lives and nar-
rowed job markets as well
as livelihood options. They
have witnessed Pakistan’s
GDP shrinking by as much
as 4pc owing to climate-trig-
gered disasters. They
breathe toxic air and they
know this is due to poor
environmental governance.
They drink polluted water
and eat contaminated foods

and are aware that this
stems from the country’s
degraded natural resource
base. They know that pres-
ently Pakistan is spending
more on maladaptation,
rather than adaptation, and
that this factor adds to soci-
etal vulnerabilities. They
have seen how the economic
growth rate has dwindled,
service delivery has floun-
dered, and how inclusion,
equity and justice have be-
come even more elusive be-
cause of the recurrent costs
of climate change.

The political discourse
is fast becoming irrelevant
for the youth as it alienates
them from mainstream poli-
tics. Most parties have tra-
ditionally dealt with climate
issues superficially and with
platitudes.

Many mainstream po-
litical parties have a mis-
placed and cynical view that
the electorate in Pakistan is
uneducated, and therefore,
people do not vote for party
manifestos. They have for-
gotten that at least twice in
our political history, mani-
festos captured the voters’
pulse and swept the coun-
try with winds of change.
The first time was in 1969
when during Ayub Khan’s
period of growing inequali-
ties, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto

captured the common man’s
imagination with his slogan
of equity — ‘roti, kapra aur
makan’. The second time
was during the last elections
when Imran Khan harnessed
the sentiments of young
people with slogans of
tabdeeli, or change, against
the manipulated but un-
imaginative game of musical
chairs that had been ongo-
ing since the 1990s, between
the PPP and PML-N.

The aging leadership of
the mainstream political par-
ties has forgotten that mani-
festos galvanise public opin-
ion and create a momentum
of support for them or their
opponents. The manifestos
represent the party
leadership’s vision and clar-
ity of purpose, supported by
programmes for implementa-
tion. They draw ideological
lines and present the rationale
for their priorities. The sec-
ond and third echelons of lead-
ership, often siblings of se-
nior leaders, have not enjoyed
political space to develop
their narratives for climate-
smart demographic dividends,
let alone harnessing it for their
respective parties’ advantage.

Most political parties
have not rooted their
programmes in internal bot-
tom-up processes.
Unsurprisingly, climate

considerations are typically
not embedded in each chap-
ter of their manifestos, nor
is the role of youth visible
in delivery. Many political
parties are continuing with
the decades-old practice of
having a stand-alone section
on environment that leaves
climate change hanging in
isolation without cross-ref-
erencing with other planks
of the manifesto. This ap-
proach is least helpful in in-
tegrating resilience in
sectoral responses.

Political parties can still
exercise leadership by show-
ing an integrated approach to
attract and inform private and
public-sector investments at
the provincial and federal
levels. It is expected that the
political parties will need to
also show how they will
fund their programmes, given
that the fiscal space has di-
minished. The domestic and
international climate fi-
nance landscape has
changed profoundly, with
funds mostly unavailable to
fulfil tall promises. The
political parties have a
chance to show in their
manifestos how they will
harness youthful energy to
spearhead the country’s
drive for climate resilience,
prosperity and social cohe-
sion.  -- Courtesy Dawn

F.S. Aijazuddin
Until the 1960s, no mem-
ber of the British Royal
Family could be portrayed
on the stage or on screen.
The character had to have
been dead for at least 50
years.

Queen Victoria be-
came fair game after 1951
(the 50th anniversary of her
death). Even as late as
1957, when The Prince and
the Showgirl was made,
Marilyn Monroe could be
shown shaking only the
gloved hand of Queen
Mary.

The television series
The Crown has put paid to
all that. It is the saga of a
parallel royalty. The last
episode brings the story up
to the death of Queen Eliza-
beth II in September 2022
— history in real time.

The screen reimaging
of our subcontinental idols
has been cautious. Holly-
wood began with films like
Nine Hours to Rama (1963)
about Mahatma Gandhi’s
assassination and then
David Attenborough’s
Gandhi (1982), which de-
picted his fuller life. The
latter film won eight Os-
cars, including one for best
costume design (how does
one design a homespun loin-
cloth?).

Bollywood was
slower off the mark. Some
like Gulzar’s Aandhi (1975)
and Amrit Nahata’s Kissa
Kursi Ka (1975) were re-
leased during Mrs Gandhi’s
prime ministership. Too
close to the knuckle, they
ran foul of the censors.

Inevitably, someone
felt the Quaid-i-Azam
M.A. Jinnah deserved also
to be elevated to the screen.
The film Jinnah (1998) was
conceived by two Pakistani

expats — Akbar S. Ahmed
and Jamil Dehlavi. The ac-
tor chosen to play Jinnah
— Christopher Lee — had
made his name in horror
films. Nevertheless, Lee rel-
ished the role, describing it
as “the most important” he
had ever played.

He gave a surprisingly
credible performance of the
man whose life and
achievements the biogra-
pher Stanley Wolpert
summarised in this pithy
paragraph: “Few individu-
als significantly alter the
course of history. Fewer
still modify the map of the
world. Hardly anyone can
be credited with creating a
nation-state. Muhammad
Ali Jinnah did all three.”

Every new nation at-
tributes its existence to one
person, a father of the na-
tion, responsible for its pa-
ternity. Prominent amongst
them, for example, were
Soekarno in Indon-e-sia,
Kenyatta in Kenya, Ben
Bella in Alge-ria, and
Nkrumah in Ghana. To
Bangla-deshis, it is
Banglabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. Sheikh
Mujib’s life can be split into
two halves — from his birth
in 1920 to Pak-is-tan’s in-
dependence in 1947, and
the second from 1947 until
his assassination in 1975.
Shyam Benegal’s recently
released biopic Mujib: The
Making of a Nation (2023)
covers both, with com-
mendable sensitivity.

Such a film, sponsored
by the Bangladesh govern-
ment of Prime Minister
Hasina Wajed (Mujib’s
daughter) and the Indian
government could have
been clouded by bias.
(Attenborough’s Gandhi
reeked of Mrs Indira
Gandhi’s benediction.) In
fact, Shyam’s film is sur-
prisingly free of sponsored
prejudice.

The film is playing to
packed houses in
Bangladesh. It could be
shown safely in Pakistan,
without risking a riot.

The film opens with
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
return to Dhaka on Jan 10,

1972, after president
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto or-
dered his release from jail
in West Pakistan. The
story then reverts to his
early years, his tutelage
under the Bengali leader
Hossain Shaheed
Suhrawardy (prime minis-
ter briefly from September
1957 to October 1958 of a
united Pakistan), and his
demands for equitable
treatment for a neglected
East Pakistan.

Confrontation with
Gen Ayub Khan’s military
government led to stints in
jail. In 1966, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman an-
nounced his neo-seces-
sionist six-point plan.

The general election
held in 1970 gave Mujib’s
Awami League a majority
in the National Assembly.
That proved indigestible to
president Yahya Khan and
to Mr Bhutto who pre-
ferred to reign in a divided
hell than to serve in a
united heaven.

There are fleeting ap-
pearances in the film by
Yahya and Bhutto, un-
avoidable ima-ges of the
1971 war, and a frank ad-
mission of Indira Gandhi’s
midwifery.  How-ever,
there is no reference to
Mujib’s dramatic appear-
ance (at Bhutto’s concil-
iatory invitation) at the
1974 Islamic Summit in
Lahore.

On Aug 15, 1975,
some Bangladeshi military
officers did what their
West Pakistani counter-
parts had threatened to do
for years: they killed
Mujibur Rahman.
Benegal’s film ends with
images of the blood-soaked
bodies of Mujib and all his
family members, except his
eldest daughter Hasina
Wajed who happened to be
abroad.

Benegal’s film on
Mujib is less about
Mujib’s political persona
than about him as a demon-
strative husband and a car-
ing father. It is a tribute by
Hasina to the father she
shares with their nation.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Hafsa Azam

Artificial intelligence has
the potential to
revolutionise our response
to the concerns of climate
change and climatic disas-
ters. The convergence of AI
and climate action holds
promise not only for en-
hancing our ability to adapt
to a changing environment
but also for developing sus-
tainable solutions that may
help mitigate the factors
behind climate change.

Climate change is
driven by anthropogenic
activities, causing green-
house gas emissions and
global warming, and posing
severe risks such as rising
sea levels, ecosystem dis-
ruption, the endangering of
species, and altered ocean
currents. Frequent climatic
events such as hurricanes,
droughts, floods and wild-
fires cause biodiversity loss
and pose health risks. From
precision agriculture and
renewable energy
optimisation to disaster
prediction and response, AI
is driving innovation that
can reshape our approach
to climate-related issues.

In 2023, a surge in cli-
mate change-induced disas-
ters occurred worldwide.
Hurricane Idalia, originating
in the Caribbean in 2023,
attained Category 3 status
and left widespread de-
struction in Perry, Florida
in its wake.

Closer to home, in
June this year, Cyclone
Biparjoy threatened
Pakistan’s coastline and se-
verely impacted Gujarat in
India, necessitating evacu-
ations and causing casual-
ties. Severe floods struck
Greece, Türkiye, and Bul-
garia in September 2023
with heavy rains causing

flooding and landslides.
Rwanda also experienced
floods and landslides in
May 2023.

According to the US
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration,
over the past two decades,
rising temperatures, pro-
longed droughts and arid
conditions have elevated
wildfire risks.

Climate change ampli-
fies interconnected factors
such as temperature and
humidity in vegetated areas,
triggering dangerous wild-
fires. In July 2023, Greece
faced devastating wildfires,
the US battled wildfires in
California, and Canada
struggled with over 900 ac-
tive fires, 599 of them “out
of control”. Also, in South-
east Asia, Myanmar, Thai-
land, Laos and Vietnam ex-
perienced wildfires. Chile’s
Megadrought culminated in
a catastrophic wildfire ear-
lier this year.

AI plays a crucial role
in providing weather fore-
casts for anticipating natu-
ral disasters accurately.
Conventional forecasting
relies on intricate math-
ematical models, which may
not be able to predict ex-
treme events. AI’s foremost
contribution lies in provid-
ing early warning mecha-
nisms and post-disaster re-
covery efforts. Through the
analysis of extensive data
from sources like satellite
imagery, weather stations,
and social media, AI algo-
rithms can discern patterns
and trends indicative of im-
pending disasters. For in-
stance, AI-driven systems
can detect hurricane forma-
tion and factors that could
lead to wildfire, such as
smoke plumes, rapidly
changing heat signatures and
the appearance of hotspots
in vegetated areas in satel-
lite images, enabling timely
warnings and evacuations.
The US utilises AI to en-
hance weather predictions,
early warnings, flood moni-
toring, disaster-response
coordination, infrastructure
assessment and long-term
climate modelling, which
improves resilience and di-

saster management. Japan
has introduced an emer-
gency announcement sys-
tem, utilising automated
drones to facilitate disaster
evacuations.

These drones operate
on a dedicated private wire-
less network that remains
functional during emergen-
cies. They are equipped
with infrared cameras to
capture real-time images of
disaster-affected areas and
transmit them to disaster-
response centres to urge
people to evacuate. This
technology enhances the
speed and security of re-
mote damage assessment,
thereby improving disaster
response efficiency.

Pakistan needs to in-
tegrate AI into the opera-
tions of its meteorological
departments due to the se-
vere impact of climate
change. The country faces
challenges such as reduced
agricultural productivity,
irregular water supplies,
coastal erosion and in-
creased extreme weather
events, making AI-based
climate disaster manage-
ment crucial.

Pakistan ranks among
the top 10 countries which
are most affected by climate
change. Severe floods in
2022, with rainfall three
times higher than the na-
tional average, had caused
damage to the tune of $30
billion, with more than
1,200 fatalities.

There are no AI-based
measures mentioned in the
National Artificial
Intelli-gence Policy to ad-
dress climate disaster miti-
gation. Countries, such as
the US, which have in-
vested in AI for disaster re-
sponse, have witnessed
notable impro-v-e-ments in
preparedness and rapid re-
sponse time, underlining the
potential benefits of a dedi-
cated climate-disaster-miti-
gation AI policy. Pakistan
should therefore consider
incorporating climate-di-
saster-mitigation AI tech-
nology measures into the
NAIP to effectively cope
with the impacts of climate
change.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Kamila Hyat
This year that has almost
gone by has brought with it
many events which are seen
as insignificant in the eyes
of websites and organiza-
tions that document these
events. In Punjab, the smog
which has descended over
many parts of the province
leaves people looking out
into a permanent sea of
grey which sometimes al-
lows in small rays of sun-
shine but there is nothing
to end the pollution that has
already become a major
health hazard in the prov-
ince.

But as we move be-
yond the central Punjab,
and particularly beyond
Lahore and Sheikhupura,
the smog lifts to let us think
back on events of various
kinds in 2023.

The most significant
of these is perhaps the lead-
up to the next election, the
appointment of Anwaarul

Haq Kakar as caretaker
prime minister, and the tak-
ing over by Justice Qazi
Faez Isa as the chief justice
of the Supreme Court. But
with these events, we have
others such as the many
audio recordings that have
surfaced this year and left
judges asking who is mak-
ing these invasions into the
privacy of homes and some-
times bedrooms. We also
have a series of cases against
Imran Khan who for now
almost stands ousted from
the next election and whose
party has effectively been
disbanded by the very
forces which first created it.
The situation is a strange
one. Many can predict who
the next prime minister
would be, but few, if any,
know if an election will take
place at all.

These for Pakistan are
perhaps mundane events.
In the long history of the
country, where dictators
have ruled the majority of
years, elections seem to be
only ceremonial. However,
it will be important to see
if an election does take place
in early 2024. And if so,
quite how it is conducted
and how it is handled by
the powers that be. The in-
terest in the agenda of ma-
jor parties has already been
expressed and there are al-

ready some positive signs
with a woman given a ticket
for the Buner seat for the
very first time, Buner be-
ing a district where the Pa-
kistani Taliban had previ-
ously banned women from
participation in any politi-
cal or other public activity.

At the same time, the
TTP is back killing military
officers and police officers,
notably in the former tribal
areas of the country. This
has been a notable issue
during the year and shows
that the TTP has neither
lost venom nor force. Along
with this, the driving out of
Afghans, some of whom
have lived in Pakistan for
three generations, is a mea-
sure that depicts the kind
of state Pakistan has be-
come, with humanity at an
all-time low. And this is a
concern for the fact that we
allowed in the Afghans af-
ter 1979 and used them
against Soviets and for our
own purposes. It is quite
obvious that, as is the rule
in most countries, at the
very least, Afghans born in
Pakistan should be allowed
to stay and the entire com-
munity should not be vili-
fied as is currently happen-
ing.

Of immense signifi-
cance was the burning of
churches and homes belong-

ing to Christians in
Jaranwala in August this
year. The event has been
covered somewhat hesi-
tantly in the national me-
dia, but is of enormous im-
portance to the community
and indeed the country.
Children aged even three
years old can remember the
events that took place, and
even today, while many
churches have been rebuilt,
often as a result of the work
of private agencies and
NGOs, there are families
that live without homes,
either in rented quarters or
in the cramped dwellings
offered up by relatives. The
horrifying nature of the
event has left a mark on a
community. But whether
it has shaken the country
enough to bring change is
difficult to say.

The same can hold
true for other events. In
Balochistan, the protest
by women from a tradi-
tionally conservative
community has had an
impact. But again, it is dif-
ficult to know if this is
enough to bring about the
kind of change we need.
The manner in which the
women were treated by
the CTD in Islamabad has
been felt by many. But
what comes beyond this,
we still do not know.

We also saw, during
the year, the death of a
former autocrat, Pervez
Musharraf, reminding us
of the damage he had in-
flicted on the country
much like previous dicta-
tors. The drone attacks on
allegedly militant targets,
the handing over of per-
sons to US troops to be
sent to Guantanamo Bay
or other places sometimes
in exchange for money fur-
ther added to the divide
within the country. And so
did the remark by Pervez
Musharraf about the Pa-
kistani constitution being
nothing more than a few
pieces of paper, which
could be tossed into the
dustbin. If this is the
thinking of its top com-
mand, a country is clearly
in trouble.

At the same time, we
also need to build the skill
sets of people so that
those working overseas
can send in larger amounts
of money. Right now,
most of these remittances
come from labourers or
low level workers in areas
such as the sanitary indus-
try, dishwashing, taxi driv-
ing etc. If we could pro-
vide the techniques needed
to develop good-level elec-
tricians, IT experts and
those who excel in other

fields, the volume of remit-
tances would obviously in-
crease and allow a slightly
better economic outlook for
a country which has badly
lost direction in this field.
At the same time, we must
consider the demand that
land be taxed and that more
taxes be brought in from the
wealthy rather than the
method of indirect taxation
which punishes everyone
regardless of their income
and regardless of what is
already deducted from their
wages at source.

The quest ion of
schooling is imperative. It
has to be considered very
seriously and in a great
deal of depth. At present,
we are simply schooling
and not educating our chil-
dren. This has to change if
there is to be any hope for
the future. We must offer
an education which has
some meaning to lives and
which can add quality to
the kind of work people
do. Vocational training is a
good idea given the current
situation that we face. The
World Bank notes that
Pakistan lacks quality
labour. And this is also
among the many tasks
that lie before us as we
move towards the next
year.  --  Courtesy
TheNews
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PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Justice (R) Syed Arshad Hussain Shah
chairing a meeting of the provincial cabinet.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi flanked by the
Doctor Rizwan Naseer inspecting training at CPR stall during his visit to
emergency service academy.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Hon’ble Aneeq
Ahmed is being presented a memento and a bou-
quet in a seminar on Religious Minorities and In-
terfaith Social Tolerance in Pakistan at NED Uni-
versity Karachi.

LAHORE: UNHCR representative Ghazala Mirza address the One Day Train-
ing workshop on “ Human Rights and Refugee Laws” training workshop
with police officials at Police Line Qila Gujjar Singh. 

KARACHI: Amir Jamat-e-Islami (Karachi) Hafiz
Naeem-ur-Rehman visits flowers exhibition at Park
in Provincial Capital.

Naqvi allocates Rs300m for AED
equipment in 800 ambulances

Caretaker CM KP emphasizes
importance of upgradation of ATH

to meet international standards

CM directs MDA to start
uplift work on housing

scheme of nulla affectees

Governor for carbon
free architecture,

town planning

37 candidates from KP
including PTI founder

defaulters of ECP

KP Minister inaugurates
IT skills training center
at Qadafi, Utmankhel

Repatriation of
undocumented

Afghans continues

ECP directs Punjab chief
secretary, IGP to address

PTI’s complaints

May 9 episode being
hushed up, facilitators
still in action: Javed

PHC suspends
notification
to end free

electricity to
WAPDA officers
PESHAWAR (INP): The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Thursday
suspended the decision of
the caretaker government
to end the provision of free
electricity units to the
WAPDA employees.

The ruling was
announced during the
hearing of a plea of PESCO
offices for free electricity
units provision.

The PHC after
suspending the notification
of the government, issued
notices to the caretaker
federal government and
WAPDA.

The respondents
have been asked to submit
their responses at the next
hearing of the case

It is to be noted that
Pakistan ended free
electricity units for the
DISCOs and GENCOs,
WAPDA and NTDC
officers from December 1,
2023.

In a notification issued
by the power division, it
was stated the federal
cabinet had approved
monetisation of free
electricity units admissible
to the employees of
Wapda, ex-Wapda
companies, including
distribution companies
(Discos), generation
companies (Gencos),
National Transmission and
Dispatch Company
(NTDC) and Power
Information Technology
Company (PITC).

The WAPDA
employees had been
protesting for the
continuing of free
electricity units to them.

Heavy fog
affects flight
operations at

Lahore Airport
LAHORE (INP): Flight
operations at Allama Iqbal
International Airport in
Lahore have been severely
affected by heavy fog on
Thursday morning.

Due to heavy fog, ten
affected domestic and
international flights have
been diverted to other
airports. As per schedule
PK-9761 will land at
Islamabad International
Airport instead of Lahore
while the flight from
Lahore to Madinah and
Dubai will also take off
from Islamabad Airport.
The schedule of flights at
Allama Iqbal International
Airport has been affected
due to heavy fog in Lahore.
Due to fog, nine domestic
and international flights
have been delayed including
flights to Riyadh, Jeddah.

Customs seize
drugs worth
millions at

Karachi airport
KARACHI (INP): The
customs personnel
recovered drugs from the
luggage of a Jeddah-bound
passenger at Karachi’s
Jinnah International
Airport on Thursday.

According to the
details, the collectorate
customs revealed that the
amphetamine drugs which
was seized from the
passenger worth Rs 60
million in the international
market.

Meanwhile, the
accused was booked under
the Customs and Narcotics
Act and later arrested.

Back in August this
year, an outbound
passenger was caught by
the Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) at Peshawar ’s
Bacha Khan International
Airport while carrying
drugs worth millions.

PML-N defers
interviews of

Lahore district
candidates

LAHORE (INP): The 18th

meeting of the PML-N
Parliamentary Board ended
in Lahore on Thursday but
the interviews of the
party’s candidates for
Lahore district were
postponed.According to
the sources, the meeting
was wrapped up early as
PML-N Quaid Nawaz
Sharif was not feeling
unwell. The sources further
said that now interviews of
the Lahore district
candidates will be held on
Saturday. The returning
officer has accepted Nawaz
Sharif’s nomination papers.

Chinese Cultural
Center Peshawar to

promote Pak-Iran contacts
Adnan Jalil part ways

with ANP, decides
to ‘join’ PPP

KARACHI (APP):
Caretaker Sindh Chief
Minister Justice (retd)
Maqbool Baqar presided
over a meeting to finalise
the development of a
township at Taiser Town
for the affected people of
Gujjar, Mahmoodabad, and
Orangi Nullah and directed
the local govt dept to get
the internal development
started.

The meeting was held
at the CM House on
Thursday and was
attended by Minister Local
Govt Mubin Jumani,
Minister Law Omar
Soomro, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, Chief
Secretary Dr Fakhre Alam,
Secretary Local Govt
Manzoor Shaikh, Secretary
Finance Kazim Jatoi,
Secretary Law Ali Ahmad
Baloch, Commissioner
Karachi Saleem Rajput,
DG MDA Naseem Sahto
and other concerned
officers.

Secretary Local
Government Manzoor
Shaikh briefing the chief
minister said that a piece
of 137.74 acres have been
allocated for the 6500

affected people of Gujjar,
Mahmoodabad, and
Orangi Nullahs at Taiser
Town Scheme -45, Sector
16 of Malir Development
Authority.

The Sindh
government will allot a plot
measuring 80 square yards
to each affected person/
family and after handing
over the possession of the
plot, with title and free
from all encumbrances, the
cost of construction will
also be paid to the affected
persons.

The chief minister
directed the MDA to
engage an architect so that
proper development of the
housing scheme for the
nullah-affected people. He
directed the MDA to
develop a park, a
playground, a school, and
a mosque for the housing
scheme and equip it with
all the utility facilities such
as gas, water and electricity.

Justice Baqar directed
the finance department to
release the funds so that the
inner and outer
development of the
housing scheme could be
started. He added that he

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
visited the Emergency
Services Academy Thokar
Niaz Baig and attended the
passing-out parade
ceremony on Thursday.

Observing their
emergency response, Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
witnessed impeccable
rescue drills, including
swimming training,
equipment inspections,
and a symbolic descent
from a fire tower with the
national flag.

Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi received
salutes from the passing-

out rescuers. He inspected
the rescuers’ parade and
awarded shields and prizes
to those excelling in the
training, emphasizing the
significance of life-saving
skills. Emergency Services
Academy Director General
Dr Rizwan Naseer,
administered the oath to
the rescuers.

Addressing the
ceremony, Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi highlighted
that every fourth patient
faces heart problems and
announced funds of Rs 300
million for Automated
External Defibrillator
(AED) equipment in 800
ambulances to enhance

cardiac emergency
resp o n se .Mean whi l e ,
Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi conducted
a visit to the Al-Falah
Building to inspect the
newly established business
facilitation center aimed at
providing convenience to
investors. He reviewed the
one-window operation for
local and foreign investors,
inspected the functions of
the provincial and federal
government departments’
counters and engaged in
discussions with officials.
He directed that the
issuance of NOCs to
investors be ensured
within a specified

timeframe.
Under this flagship

program, 20 provincial and
federal departments are
providing services to the
investors under one roof;
he added and disclosed that
business facilitation
centers are also being set
up in Faisalabad, Sialkot,
Gujranwala, Rawalpindi
and Multan, contributing
to the overall ease of doing
business across the region.

Meanwhile, Punjab
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has ordered Lahore
Ed uca t io n  Board  to
make all facilities online
fo r  s tu den ts  wi th in
seven days.

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Baligh-ur-
Rehman Thursday said
that the historical buildings
of Bahawalpur are
masterpieces of
architecture.

He was addressing the
Architects Convention and
Workshop held at Noor
Mahal under the auspices
of the Pakistan Council of
Architects and Town
Planners.

He said that town
planners and architects
play an important role in
the development of a city.

He said that correct
and disciplined planning is
important for the
prosperity of the area.

The governor said
that town planners and
architects must keep in
view the future needs and
climate changes for better
planning and designing.

Baligh-ur-Rehman
said that the training
workshop has been
organized for architects of
South Punjab in this regard.

He said that zero-
carbon buildings are the
need of the hour.

The Governor Punjab
distributed certificates to
the participants of the
workshop.

Chairman Pakistan
Council of Architects and
Town Planners
Muhammad Arif Chingezi
said that the workshop has
been organized for the
architects of South Punjab
to promote the architecture
and town planning
industry.

He said that the
construction of
en vi ro nmen t- fr iend ly
buildings and reducing the
carbon in the environment
is very important for the
next generation.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Election Commission
released on Thursday list
of candidates who failed to
pay fines to the
commission against
violations of rules and
regulations.

According to a
document, around 37
candidates from KP
violated rules and
regulations in the past
while PTI founder and
former Chief Minister
Mehmood Khan were also
included in the list.

Many of the former
ministers and members of
PTI were also among the
defaulters.

It was disclosed

Kamran Bangash, Taimur
Jhagra, Shaukat Yousafzai
and Ishtyaq Armard were
also among the defaulters.

PPP Information
Secretary Amjad Afridi
also said to be an indebted
to the commission.

On the other hand, the
members of Istehkam-i-
Pakistan Party (IPP) also
failed to pay fines of
Rs80,000 to the
commission.

Jamaat -e- Is lami’s
Inayatullah Khan could
also not pay Rs50,000 in
the past.

The nomination
papers of candidates who
failed to pay their fine to
ECP would face rejection
of their nomination papers.

PESHAWAR (INP): The
repatriation of illegally
residing Afghanis in
Pakistan continued through
borders in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as according
to the provincial Home and
Tribal Affairs Department,
537 Afghan nationals
returned to their country
through Torkham Border
the other day.

So far, it said a total
of 271503 illegal Afghans
have been repatriated to
their country. Through
Torkham Border a total of
267111 undocumented
Afghans have repatriated to
Afghanistan. It said that
through other borders

including Kharlachi and
Angoor Adda, repatriation
of Afghans was also
continued.

The Home and Tribal
Department said so far
through the Angoor Adda
border a total of 3693
undocumented Afghans
have been  repat r ia ted
while through Kharlachi
Border, a total of 698
Afghans have returned to
their country.

Through the three
borders of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, it said, a
total of 271503 illegal
Afghan refugees have
been repatriated to their
country so far.

LAHORE (INP): Javed
Latif – a senior PML-N
leader known for his
hardline stance – on
Thursday questioned why
the events related to the
May 9 violence was being
swept under the carpet and
said the nation must be
informed about the origin
of facilitators. An attempt
was underway to make the
upcoming general elections
controversial in
continuation of the overall
conspiracies, Latif told
reporters in Lahore, adding
that those who orchestrated
the May 9 and May
violence were not being
punished. The PML-N
leader said he had been
reminding even during the
16-month coalition
government that the PTI
leadership was being
actively facilitated. Pressing
his argument, Latif said
courts had binned the bogus
cases filed against the
PML-N leaders by
acquitting them of all the
charges, but the foreign
funding case was being

delayed despite the fact
people asking about the
origins of the money
received by the PTI.
“Someone is being described
as ‘innocent’ today. Why
we are not being named as
‘faultless’,” he remarked –
a clear reference to the
remarks passed during a
hearing at the Supreme
Court. Latif said signing the
Charter of Democracy
resulted in political
stability and peaceful
transfer of power for 10
years – from 2008 to 2018
– but those desirous of
creating a third force
brought a philosophy of
ruining everything. They
continued destroying
Pakistan for four years, he
added. The Charter of
Democracy was a historic
document signed by two
archrivals slain Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif
in 2006, as they decided to
ditch their differences and
formulated an arrangement
for how to run Pakistan
according to democratic
principles.

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Justice ® Syed Arshad
Hussain Shah’s recent visit
to Ayub Medical Institute
(AMI) marked a significant
milestone with the
inauguration of key
facilities aimed at
revolutionizing healthcare
and education in the
region.

During the visit, the
Chief Minister inaugurated
the Ayub College of
Dentistry, Patient
Facilitation and Complaint
Center, and the Cornea
Transplant Facility at
AMI. Notably, the chief
minister also announced
the university status for
Ayub Medical College
(AMC), expressing a
commitment to streamline
the accreditation processes

to elevate the institution’s
standards.

Syed Arshad Shah
emphasized the importance
of upgrading Ayub
Teaching Hospital (ATH)
and AMC to meet
international standards,
directing the Board of
Governors (BOG) and
hospital executives to
discuss further
enhancements in a meeting
scheduled in Peshawar on
Friday.

Following the
inauguration of Ayub
College of Dentistry, the
Chief Minister conducted
a comprehensive tour,
inspecting the college’s skill
lab and other departments.
He lauded the efforts of the
college administration and
faculty for their dedication
to establishing an
institution that excels in

dental education.
The Chief Minister

expressed confidence that
the newly inaugurated
building of Ayub College of
Dentistry would
significantly contribute to
providing high-quality
education, research, and
healthcare services for the
community.

During the visit Chief
minister also chaired a
meeting where various
dignitaries, including
Chairman BOG Mushtaq
Jadoon, BOG members
Ijaz Khan, Dr. Aftab
Rabbani, Javed Tariq,
Fawad Saleh, and Asad
Jadoon were also present.
The meeting provided a
platform to discuss and
improve overall healthcare
services and educational
offerings at Ayub Medical
Institution.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) wrote a
letter to Punjab Chief
Secretary and Inspector
General Police (IG) on the
request of PTI’s Faisal
Chaudhry directing them
to redress the complaints
of the party.

The text of the letter,
issued on Thursday, says
“It should be ensured that
all the candidates along
with their proposers and
seconders, including of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), participate in the
scrutiny process.

The ECP directed
that no obstruction will be
tolerated in the arrival of
the proposers and
endorsers to the RO office.

No political leader or
party should be deprived
of their fundamental right,

said the ECP’s directive.
Earlier, Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
submitted another
application in Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) demanding to change
Chief Secretary and IG
Punjab. The PTI alleged in
the application that both
officers are involved in
harassing PTI leaders and
workers. It was also
demanded to stop the
arrests of PTI candidates’
proposers and seconders.

It was requested that
PTI candidates to be
included in the scrutiny
process. The petition was
submitted by PTI lawyer
Shoaib Shaheen.

IG Punjab is the
mastermind of harassment
of Tehreek-e-Insaf
candidates, proposers and
seconders, petition reads.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Awami National Party
(ANP) leader and former
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
(KP) caretaker minister
Adnan Jalil has decided to
join the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP).

Jalil, who served as
caretaker minister for
industries and technical
education, was sacked by
the late caretaker CM
Azam Khan. The son of late
ANP leader Haji Adeel, has
held several meetings with
the PPP leadership and is

likely to join the party
soon.Sources having
knowledge of the matter
said that Adnan Jalil was
having ‘disagreement’ with
ANP leadership on various
matters and decided to join
PPP. He will soon make an
official announcement
during a joint presser with
PPP KP chapter president
Muhammad Ali Bacha.

Earlier this month,
caretaker interior minister
Sarfraz Bugti quit the
federal cabinet and joined
Pakistan People’s Party.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
newly merged districts
affairs, Industries,
Commerce and Technical
Education Dr. Aamer
Abdullah has paid a day
long visit to District Bajaur
and formally inaugurated
the Information Technical
Skills Training Center at
Qadafi, Tehsil Utmankhel.

The project was
established under the mega
IT project of “Digital
Connect” launched by the
provincial government, for
the youth of merged
districts.  During his visit,
the caretaker minister also
took briefings at district
headquarters Khar, from
the administration, police
and line departments on
the overall situation of
administrative affairs, law
and order and development
process in the district.

On this occasion, he
also interacted with the
local journalist community
and the president of the
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. Deputy
Commissioner Bajaur

Anwar Haq, District Police
Officer Kashif Zulfiqar,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Hamza
Zahoor and other officers
were also present.

During inauguration
the IT Training Center
established under the KP
Information Technology
Board, the Caretaker
Minister in his address to
the ceremony composed
by training participant
students and local elders,
said that the youth in the
merged districts will be
given IT skills training and
an opportunity for them to
work in the relevant sector
avenues.

He added that such
centers are being set up in
seven districts as these
districts remained behind
other regions in digital
literacy. He further said
that this initiative has been
started from Bajaur while
such a training center is also
ready in Orakzai and this
project will be spread in
other merged districts in
which IT training will be
given according to the
needs of the market.

PESHAWAR (INP):
Director General of the
Cultural Center of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
Dr. Hossein Chaghomi, has
said that the Chinese
Cultural Center established
in Peshawar can play an
important role in the
people to people contact
between Pakistan and Iran
in addition to Pakistan-
China friendship.

He expressed these
views while talking to the
media during his visit to
China Window, a Chinese
cultural center here
Thursday.

Dr. Hossein
Chaghomi visited various
galleries of China Window,
signed the friendship wall
and recorded his comments

in the guest book.
The DG said that the

relations between Pakistan
and Iran were very strong
on traditional and cultural
basis and he was sure that
people to people contact
between the two countries
would increase in the
coming days. Everyone
knows about the friendship
between Pakistan and
China and that is why the
Chinese cultural center
established in Peshawar
which undoubtedly is
center of attention of the
people, he added.

He said that the
cultures of different
countries were also being
highlighted in Peshawar.
Giving the example of
Khana Farhang e Iran.
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LAHORE: A vendors selling and displaying oranges at their roadside setup.

Federal Minister of Commerce, Industries and Production and Investment Dr. Gohar Ejaz is meeting with delegation of Business community at Governor
House Karachi.

LAHORE: Workers are busy in Ironing the clothes at Laundry Warehouse
at Landa bazaar of the Provincial Capital.

FAISALABAD: A farmer spraying pesticides on
the crop to protect them from insects at his field.

LAHORE: Workers sewing bags at their workplace.

RAWALPINDI: A carpenter is busy in his work at
Furniture shop along the Asghar Mall road in City.

Pak-Afghan businessmen
agree over holding of an
Intl Expo in Peshawar

SIFC initiatives to start new phase of
industrialization in Pakistan: Gohar

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Commerce, Industries and
Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz,
Thursday, reiterating the
government’s commitment
to economic revival said
that measures envisaged by
the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council would
start a new phase of indus-
trialization in the country.

The minister was
chairing a meeting with a
delegation of the business
community having repre-
sentation of agriculture,
textile, engineering and other
sectors, said a press release
issued here

The delegation was

informed about the priori-
ties of the government and
the role and efforts of SIFC
for the economic revival of
the country. Dr. Gohar Ejaz
speaking at the occasion
said that SIFC was work-
ing vigorously with coun-
tries of Gulf Cooperation
Council and China and in-
flow of huge foreign invest-
ment was expected in Paki-
stan that would promote
industry and exports and
bolster employment op-
portunities in the country.

Pakistan possess a
vast potential of trade at
regional and global level but
despite of population of
250 million volume of its
economy is $ 350 billion

while trade volume is near
$ 100 billion, he noted and
stressed on the need of en-
hancing trade to strengthen
the economy on sustainable
basis and taking prompt
and comprehensive mea-
sures for the purpose.

China is not only our
iron friend but also a major
trade partner and Pakistani
businessmen needed to ex-
plore trade opportunities in
China and further promote
bilateral trade, he added.

The minister said that
Karachi is the economic hub
of the country that drives
the national economy while
China, Saudi Arabia, Ku-
wait and many other coun-
tries expressed keen inter-

est in making investments
in Karachi.

He said that the gov-
ernment has planned to
open the Garment City and
a new industrial estate and
also to set up a new

Special Economic
Zone and an Export Pro-
cessing Zone in the me-
tropolis with a vision of
instituting innovative
trends of industrialization
through the promotion of
small industries.

SIFC has become a
continuous and progressive
institution and it will work
with new assemblies and
government following up-
coming general elections to
ensure sustainability.

PESHAWAR (APP): A
meeting of leading business-
men and stakeholders of
Pak-Afghan trade have
agreed over the holding of
an international Trade Expo
in Peshawar in the initial
months of 2024.

The meeting orga-
nized by the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI) at Area Study
Center Peshawar Univer-
sity was held as a pre-con-
ference on Pak-Afghan In-
ternational Expo.

Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam
was chief guest on the oc-
casion and attended the
meeting virtually.

Leading businessmen
from Pakistan and Afghani-
stan who attended the meet-
ing included Coordinator

Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq
Sarhadi, Coordinator FPCCI
KP, Sartaj Khan, Chairman
TDAP, Nauman Bashir, VP
PAJCCI, Shujah Muhammad,
Director PAJCCI, Imtiaz
Ahmad Ali, Ex. SVP SCCI,
Engr Manzoor Elahi. Those
who represented Afghani-
stan included Counsel Gen-
eral in Peshawar, Hafiz
Mohibullah, Trade Attaché,
Waheedullah Himatyar, Ex.
Deputy Attache Trade, Dr.
Hameed Fazli, and others.

Participants of the
meeting held threadbare
discussions on issues about
Pak-Afghan trade and
agreed on taking measures
for the promotion of com-
merce in the region for the
benefit of thousands of
people on both sides.

Pak needs improved, galvanized
ties with CARs, Azerbaijan amid

rising economic significance

Stocks move past 62,000
yet again with over 2pc surge

amid a weakening dollar

‘Aqua Business
Promotion Symposium’

unites experts, stakeholders
LAHORE (APP): In a col-
laborative effort, the Food
and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO),
Punjab Board of Investment
and Trade (PBIT), and the
Fisheries Department
Punjab orchestrated an
impactful and insightful
‘Aqua Business Promotion
Symposium’.

The event, held at a
local hotel, brought together
key stakeholders to address
pivotal aspects concerning
the aquaculture industry.
The symposium served as
a platform for discussing
crucial areas, emphasising
advisory policy to offer
strategic guidance for indi-
viduals and entities engaged
in aqua-related enterprises.
Additionally, it delved into
the realm of investment,
dissecting opportunities and
strategies aimed at attract-
ing investments into the
aquaculture sector, foster-
ing its growth and
sustainability.

The event started with
recitation of Holy Quran
verses and the national an-
them, setting a respectful
and patriotic tone. Secre-
tary ICI&SDD Ehsan
Bhutta extended a warm
welcome, initiating the
symposium with an inclu-

sive and cordial atmo-
sphere. Highlighting the sig-
nificance of the event, he
delivered an illuminating
keynote address,
emphasising the impor-
tance of the aquaculture sec-
tor in the province’s socio-
economic landscape.

Dr. Aamer Irshad, As-
sistant FAO Representa-
tive (Programme), eluci-
dated the UN FAO’s role
in the Hand-in-Hand
project in Pakistan, outlin-
ing its significance and ob-
jectives. Hihi initiative
launched in 2019, is a flag-
ship of FAO and one of its
core priority programme ar-
eas. Areas of intervention
have included developing
value chains for priority
commodities, building agro-
industries and efficient wa-
ter management systems,
introducing digital services
and precision agriculture,
reducing food losses and
waste, and addressing cli-
mate challenges and weather
risks. Dr. Sikender Hayat,
DG Fisheries Punjab, of-
fered valuable insights into
the indispensable role
played by the Fisheries
Department Punjab in nur-
turing and advancing aquac-
ulture practices within the
region.

Govt urged to frame
economic policies in

consult with chambers
PESHAWAR (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI)
President Fuad Ishaq em-
phasized the need of hold-
ing consultation with cham-
bers and stakeholders be-
fore framing economic poli-
cies and tax-reforms.

The SCCI chief also
demanded review on IPPs
agreements to overcome the
rising energy crisis and con-
trol on high electricity tar-
iffs. He sought pragmatic
steps for provision of elec-
tricity and gas on subsi-
dized rates to industries in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Fuad Ishaq was ad-
dressing a meeting during a
Inland Study Tour of the
34th Senior Management
Course Officers of National
Institute of Management
(NIM) Islamabad here at
the Chamber House here
Thursday.

The delegation of un-
der training senior officers
was spearheaded by Di-
recting Staff, NIM
Islamabad Muhammad
Imran. The meeting was at-
tended by SCCI vice presi-
dent Ijaz Khan Afridi, ex-

ecutive member
Muhammad Ismail Safi,
former president Faiz
Muhammad Faizi, former
senior vice presidents Ziaul
Haq Sarhadi, Imran Khan
Mohmand, former vice
president Shuja
Muhammad, and former
executive member
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Ishtiaq Muhammad, Fazal-
e-Wahid and others. A de-
tailed multi-media presen-
tation was given regarding
the chamber history and its
objectives to the visiting
senior officers here at SCCI
house.  The SCCI President
said bureaucracy has
played a pivotal role in
framing policies. He, how-
ever, called for taking cham-
bers and stakeholders on
board before formulation of
policies and tax-reforms ini-
tiatives so that it will en-
able them to execute them
at every level.

While responding to
various queries of senior of-
ficers, he stressed it is es-
sential to ensure uninter-
rupted electricity and gas
supply to industries in
K-P.

Stable steel industry
vital to economic
growth: Meher

Pakistani delegation
visits electric appliances

manufacturer in Wenzhou

FCCI president discusses
exports to Saudi Arabia

with addl secretary

LAHORE (APP): Steel in-
dustry needs to be strength-
ened for sustainable eco-
nomic growth, a prerequi-
site for rapid development,
progress and prosperity in
the country.

This was stated by
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman (FTO) Meher
Kashif Younis while talk-
ing to a delegation of indus-
trialists led by Ahmad
Waqar here Thursday.

Meher said that the
iron and steel industry was
the bottomline producer
industry and the mother of
all industries as it caters to
other industries, thus con-
tributing towards industrial
and national development.

He said that world-
wide, the steel industry was
considered one of the vital
aspects of stable growth and

economic development.
“Our industrial policy
needs to be revisited to pri-
oritize steel production
over sugar, cola and ciga-
rettes production,” he re-
marked.

There was definitely a
dire need for promoting the
steel sector as the demand
for steel was higher than its
production and the demand
and supply gap was met
through imports. “Even if
the reverse were the case,
we would have exported
steel given its high demand
world over,” he highlighted.

The FTO Coordinator
said steel was also recy-
clable and, therefore, un-
likely to run out like fossil
fuels. “About 88 per cent
of steel is recycled through-
out the world and unlike
other recycled materials.

BEIJING (APP): A delega-
tion led by Khan
Muhammad Wazir, Science
and Technology Counsellor
of the Embassy of Pakistan
in China, visited the People
Electric Appliances Group
in Wenzhou, China, engag-
ing in a comprehensive dis-
cussion regarding coopera-
tion in electric appliance.

Wu Yilin, Vice General
Manager of the Import and
Export Company of the
Group, accompanied the
delegation on an extensive
tour of Innovation Experi-
ence Center and the Smart
Factory.

Through exploring
immersive intelligent in-
spections, digital produc-
tion lines, and the show-
cased power solutions,

which included the integra-
tion of smart grids and the
digital energy system, the
delegation gained a compre-
hensive understanding of
People Electric Appliances’
product line, production
processes, and technologi-
cal capabilities.

“People Electric Ap-
pliances Group has made
impressive achievements in
the industry, and we com-
mend their dedication to
innovation and quality,”
said Khan Muhammad
Wazir. During the following
discussion, Wazir high-
lighted Pakistan’s electric
appliance market and ex-
pressed a strong interest in
fostering exchanges and col-
laboration with the group in
the industrial sector.

KARACHI (INP): Stocks
were surging for the second
consecutive day as the
benchmark KSE-100 Index
climbed over 2.0 per cent
during early trading on
Thursday, meaning that the
market may end the year on
a high note after two weeks
of massive losses.

At 11:34am, the KSE-
100 was recorded at
62,113.95 after a gain of
1,250.33 points, or 2.05pc,
against the previous clos-
ing of 60,863.62.

The latest trend
means the market has
shrugged off the fears re-
lated to political instability,
at least temporarily, amid
the looming general elec-
tions which will produce a
new elected government
whose policies are going to
decide the future of Paki-
stan.

One of the factors be-
hind the surging stocks is a
weakening US currency as
the dollar index, which mea-
sures it against six rivals,
fell to a fresh five-month
low of 100.81 on Thursday
in Asian trading. The index
fell 0.5pc on Wednesday
and is on course for a 2.6pc
decline this year, snapping
two straight years of strong
gains.

In money market, the
local currency was up by

another 10 paisa during
early intraday trading in
official exchange rate on
Thursday, thus following
the global trend and
strengthening the impres-
sion that the country won’t
see more of the dreaded ru-
pee devaluation and the US
Federal Reserve will soon
go for interest rate cuts –
starting a cycle for coun-
tries like Pakistan too.

A strong rupee means
reduction in imports bill
and possible reduction in
inflation, which has been on
the rise despite a weaken-
ing dollar thanks to the in-
crease in power and gas tar-
iffs. At the same time, the
oil prices too are not in-
creasing to the alarming
level, as feared, which may
fuel inflation to new highs.

Elsewhere, Asian
shares scaled five-month
peaks on Thursday as mar-
ket wagers on ever-more
aggressive rate cuts ex-
tended a huge rally in US
stocks and bonds, while
also leaving plenty of scope
for disappointment in the
new year.

The S&P 500 has
climbed 14pc in just two
months to within a whis-
ker of its all-time closing
peak, while its price to earn-
ings ratio is up by a quarter
on the year at 24.0.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The experts at a roundtable
discussion on Pakistan’s
ties with Central Asian Re-
publics (CARs) and
Azerbaijan on Thursday
called for a better strategy
and efforts for improved
and galvanized relation-
ship with CARs and
Azerbaijan amid growing
economic significance of
the region.

The Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) hosted a roundtable
discussion on “Pakistan’s
Relations with Central
Asia and Azerbaijan: Im-
peratives of Regional Con-
nectivity” to initiate dis-
course on workable solu-
tions to further improve
cooperation with the
CARs.

ISSI Director General
ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, in his welcome
remarks, said the country’s
relationships with the Cen-
tral Asian region were im-
portant and Pakistan was

the first country to recog-
nize CARs’ states and ex-
panded its cooperation ex-
panded in multiple do-
mains.

Pakistan, he said, was
part of many important re-
gional forums, including
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) and
Organization of the Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). “It also
has multifaceted relation-
ships in the areas of trade,
investment, security and
defence, connectivity and
other.”

He underlined the need
for deepening of hard and
soft connectivity with
CARs and Azerbaijan as
Pakistan provided the
shortest route to the land-
locked Central Asian coun-
tries which was a shared
agenda giving a win-win
situation for both sides.

Senior Fellow (Central
Asia and Eurasia), East
West Institute, Brussels,
Dr. Najam Abbas, in his
keynote address, said the

country needed to line up
its policy discourse to set
priority areas for enhanced
bilateral cooperation with
the Central Asia region as
the world after the pan-
demic and Ukraine-Russia
Crisis was looking for al-
ternate supply chains and
trade routes to avert any
blockade.

As per the global
freight projections by 2050,
he said, the potential of
increased cooperation in
the Asia region in terms
of freight demanded ful-
fillment of certain condi-
tions as the world was
looking for alternates in
the connectivity areas
that were halted or faced
blockade.

“The Europe, South
Caucuses, China and CARs
can be connected through
Pakistan as the countries
like Azerbaijan and Iran that
are not well connected due
to certain reasons and sanc-
tions can get recovery,” he
underlined.

Rupee gains
26 paisa
against
Dollar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistani Rupee on
Thursday witnessed the
12th consecutive recovery
session as it gained 26 paisa
against the US Dollar in the
interbank trading and closed
at Rs 281.93 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs 282.19. However, ac-
cording to the Forex Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (FAP),
the buying and selling rates
of the Dollar in the open
market stood at Rs 281.9
and Rs 284.4 respectively.
The price of the Euro in-
creased by Rs 1.87 to close
at Rs 313.47 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 311.60,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

Spices exports
increase 19.21%
to $45 million

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The exports of spices wit-
nessed an increase of 19.21
per cent during the first five
months of the financial
year 2023-24, as against the
exports of the correspond-
ing months of last year. The
spices exports from the
country were recorded at
US $45.179 million during
July-November (2023-24)
against the exports of US
$37.898 million during
July-November (2022-23),
according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity,
the exports of spices also
surged by 82 per cent going
up from 8,478 metric tons
to 15,431 metric tons, ac-
cording to the data. Mean-
while, year-on-year basis,
the exports of spices in-
creased by 4.29 per cent
during the month of No-
vember 2023 as compared
to the same month of last
year.

ICCI asks
MCI to consider

affordable
signboard
tax rate

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) leading a del-
egation, visited the Metro-
politan Corporation
Islamabad (MCI) and held
a meeting with Yasir
Farhad, Director Municipal
Administration MCI to dis-
cuss the issue of the sign-
board tax rate for the trad-
ers. Ajmal Baloch President
All Pakistan Anjuman-e-
Tajiran, Khalid Chaudhry
former Senior Vice President
ICCI, and others were in the
delegation. Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President ICCI
said that the business com-
munity is not against the
payment of taxes, however,
MCI should finalize all
taxes in consultation with
the stakeholders to save the
traders from unnecessary
tax burden. He proposed
that the MCI should con-
sider a fixed signboard tax
rate of Rs.20/per sq. ft. for
small traders or make it af-
fordable for them. He further
said that MCI should take
the stakeholders into confi-
dence about the property tax,
water and sanitation charges
as well as solid waste man-
agement fees to make them
affordable for the taxpayers.

FAISALABAD (APP):
President Faisalabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI) Dr Khurram
Tariq held a meeting with
Rizwan Saeed, additional
secretary, Middle East
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, and reviewed ways
and means to enhance ex-
ports to Saudi Arabia.

After meeting here on
Thursday, the FCCI presi-
dent stressed the need to
enhance exports to Middle
Eastern countries in col-
laboration with the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs. He
said an FCCI delegation
was scheduled to perform
Umrah, but it has now been
linked with the Pakistan

single country exhibition,
scheduled to be held in
Riyadh in February next
year.

He said the event
could provide the business
community of Faisalabad
to interact with the credible
importers of Saudi Arabia.

He said that Rizwan
Saeed had assured that ear-
lier Sialkot Chamber was
given an opportunity to
play a key role in the exhi-
bition held in Saudi Arabia.
However, the ministry of
foreign affairs intends that
FCCI should play a key
role in the scheduled exhi-
bition to give a quantum
jump to the Pakistani ex-
ports.



Page
07

Friday  December  29, 2023 International News
Xi vows to prevent anyone

‘splitting Taiwan from
China in any way’

West to blame for world
turmoil, says Russia’s Lavrov

Germany in talks with
EU partners on Red Sea

maritime mission

Australia checks
Hezbollah claim of citizen

killed in Israeli strike

Ten dead in Australia
thunderstorms, thousands

without power

Saudi cabinet
approves

contracting
rules for firms
not based there

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Saudi Arabia’s cabi-
net announced its approval
of contracting regulations for
firms that do not have re-
gional headquarters in the
Kingdom, Saudi state news
agency SPA reported. The
decision comes just days
before Saudi Arabia’s Janu-
ary 2024 deadline for com-
panies to move their regional
headquarters to the kingdom
or risk losing hundreds of
billions of dollars in lucra-
tive government contracts.

The statement on the
cabinet meeting did not dis-
close the regulations. It is
not clear if they permit the
government to award con-
tracts to foreign companies
that do not have regional
headquarters in Saudi
Arabia. Saudi officials did
not immediately respond
to requests for comment
outside regular business
hours. Finance Minister
Mohammed Al Jadaan told
Reuters in October that the
deadline for a move would
be enforced.

UAE airline to
launch daily

flights to Kabul
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: Air Arabia an-
nounced daily flights to
Kabul on Wednesday, be-
coming the United Arab
Emirates’ second airline to
serve the Afghan capital.

The Sharjah-based
budget carrier will fly non-
stop to and from Kabul
once a day from Jan 10, it
said in a statement.

The service is “a tes-
tament to our ongoing dedi-
cation to providing passen-
gers with value-driven and
affordable air travel, as well
as new destinations to ex-
plore”, said group CEO
Adel Al Ali.

Last month flydubai,
another low-cost Emirati
airline, became the first in-
ternational carrier to resume
flights to Afghanistan since
the chaotic withdrawal of
US forces in 2021.

Kabul’s airport was
trashed during the mass
evacuation of civilians, and
a suicide bombing on its
perimeter killed more than
170 people.

Situation still
too dangerous
to pass Suez

Canal
Monitoring Desk

BERLIN: Hapag Lloyd
(HLAG.DE) still considers
the situation too dangerous
to pass through the Suez
Canal, a spokesperson for
the German container ship-
per said on Wednesday,
adding that it would con-
tinue to reroute its vessels
via the Cape of Good
Hope.

“We continuously as-
sess the situation and plan
a next review on Friday,”
the spokesperson said.

US allies reluctant on
Red Sea task force

Over 40 feared dead in
gasoline tanker blast in

central Liberia

N. Korea’s Kim calls
for ‘accelerated’ war

preparations

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: The intrigues
of Western countries whose
dominance is ebbing away
are largely responsible for
pitching the world into tur-
moil, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said in
an interview published on
Thursday.

Lavrov, in a year-end
interview released by the
official Tass news agency,
warned that no one world-
wide could be certain of es-
caping unscathed from
Western machinations in
2024.

“Storms continue in
the world and one of the
reasons is that the ruling
circles in the West provoke
crises thousands of
kilometres from their bor-
ders in order to resolve their
own issues at the expense
of other peoples,” Tass

Erdogan resembles
Netanyahu with Hitler

Sharpening his rheto-
ric, Erdogan said Turkey
would welcome academics
and scientists facing perse-
cution for their views on the
conflict in Gaza, adding
Western countries support-
ing Israel were complicit in
what he called war crimes.

“They used to speak
ill of Hitler. What difference
do you have from Hitler?
They are going to make us
miss Hitler. Is what this
Netanyahu is doing any
less than what Hitler did?
It is not,” Erdogan said.

“He is richer than
Hitler, he gets the support
from the West.

Monitoring Desk
SYDNEY: Ten people were
killed in Australia after se-
vere thunderstorms battered
the country’s east over the
Christmas holidays, authori-
ties said on Wednesday, with
tens of thousands of prop-
erties still without power.

Wild weather lashed
the states of Victoria, New
South Wales and
Queensland on Dec. 25 and
26 bringing large hailstones
and torrential rains. Strong
winds blew off roofs and
brought down trees in some
of the worst-affected areas.

Three men were killed
after a yacht with 11 on
board capsized near Green
Island in Moreton Bay,
Queensland state Police
Commissioner Katarina
Carrol told reporters. Two
women were found dead
near the town of Gympie,
about 180 kms (112 miles)
north of the state capital of
Brisbane, after they were
swept away in flooded
stormwater drains, police
said. A nine-year-old girl was
found dead after going miss-
ing in a stormwater drain in
Brisbane’s south.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US
President Joe Biden hoped
to present a firm interna-
tional response to Yemen’s
Houthi attacks on Red Sea
shipping by launching a
new maritime force, but a
week after its launch many
allies don’t want to be as-
sociated with it, publicly,
or at all.

Two of America’s Eu-
ropean allies who were
listed as contributors to
Operation Prosperity
Guardian – Italy and Spain
– issued statements ap-
pearing to distance them-
selves from the maritime
force.

The Pentagon says
the force is a defensive coa-
lition of more than 20 na-
tions to ensure billions of
dollars’ worth of commerce

can flow freely through a
vital shipping chokepoint
in Red Sea waters off
Yemen.

But nearly half of
those countries have so far
not come forward to ac-
knowledge their contribu-
tions or allowed the US to
do so. Those contributions
can range from dispatching
warships to merely send-
ing a staff officer.

The reluctance of
some US allies to link them-
selves to the effort partly
reflects the fissures created
by the conflict in Gaza,
which has seen Biden
maintain firm support for
Israel even as international
criticism rises over its of-
fensive, which Gaza’s
health ministry says has
killed more than 21,000
Palestinians.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: President Xi
Jinping vowed to resolutely
prevent anyone from
“splitting Taiwan from
China in any way”, the of-
ficial Xinhua news agency
reported, a little more than
two weeks before Taiwan
elects a new leader.

China views demo-
cratically-governed Taiwan
as its own territory, despite
the strong objections of the
government in Taipei, and
has ramped up military and
political pressure to assert
its sovereignty claims.

Taiwan holds presi-
dential and parliamentary
elections on Jan. 13 and
how the island handles re-
lations with China is a ma-
jor point of contention on
the campaign trail.

At a symposium com-

Monitoring Desk
MONOROVIA: More
than 40 people were feared
dead when a tanker truck
exploded after crashing in
central Liberia, the
country’s chief medical of-
ficer told local media on
Wednesday.

The tanker carrying
gasoline crashed and tipped
into a ditch along a road in
Totota, about 130
kilometres (80 miles) from
the capital Monrovia.

Dr Francis Kateh told
local broadcaster Super
Bongese TV it was difficult
to determine the number of
victims because some had
been reduced to ashes but
he estimated that more than
40 people were killed in the
incident. “We have our
team going from home to
home to check those that
are missing,” he told AFP.
Police earlier put the death
toll at 15 and said at least
30 people were injured as
locals gathered at the
scene.

“There were lots of
people that got burned,”

said Prince B. Mulbah,
deputy inspector general
for the Liberia National
Police. Another police of-
ficer, Malvin Sackor, said
that after the crash, some
locals had begun to take the
leaking gas when the tanker
exploded, killing some and
wounding others. He said
that the police were still
gathering the total number
of injured and killed.

An eyewitness from
Totota, Aaron Massaquoi,
told AFP that “people
climbed all on top of the
truck taking the gas, while
some of them had irons hit-
ting the tanker for it to burst
for them to get gas.”

“People were all
around the truck and the
driver of the truck told them
that the gas that was spill-
ing they could take that,”
Massaquoi said.

“He told them not to
climb on top of the tanker
and that they should stop
hitting the tanker.... but
some people were even us-
ing screwdrivers to put
holes on the tank.”

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un urged
his party to “accelerate”
war preparations including
its nuclear programme,
state media said Thursday.

The comments came
just a week after Kim
warned Pyongyang would
not hesitate to launch a
nuclear attack if “provoked”
with nukes. Kim made the
comments at the North’s
ongoing year-end party
meeting, where he is ex-
pected to unveil key policy
decisions for 2024.

Kim asked the party
to “further accelerate the
war preparations” across
sectors, including nuclear
weapons and civil defense,
Pyongyang’s official Ko-
rean Central News Agency
reported.

He also stressed that
the “military situation” on
the Korean peninsula had
become “extreme” due to
“unprecedented” anti-
North confrontations with
Washington.

Seoul, Tokyo and
Washington have ramped
up defence cooperation in

the face of a record-break-
ing series of weapons tests
by Pyongyang this year and
recently activated a system
to share real-time data on
North Korean missile
launches.

Earlier this month, a
US nuclear-powered sub-
marine arrived in the South
Korean port city of Busan,
and Washington flew its
long-range bombers in drills
with Seoul and Tokyo.

The North has previ-
ously described the partici-
pation of US strategic as-
sets—such as B-52 bomb-
ers—in joint drills on the
Korean peninsula as the
“intentional nuclear war
provocative moves of the
US”. Pyongyang this year
successfully launched a re-
connaissance satellite, en-
shrined its status as a
nuclear power in its consti-
tution, and test-fired the
most advanced interconti-
nental ballistic missile
(ICBM) in its arsenal.

Kim earlier this week
defined 2023 as a “year of
great turn and great change”
in which Pyongyang saw
“eye-opening victories”.

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: Germany and its
European Union partners
are examining whether they
could mount a new maritime
mission to protect commer-
cial vessels under threat of
attack in the Red Sea, a for-
eign ministry spokesperson
said on Thursday.

“We as the German
government are ready for
this. It is important that we
as the EU are able to act as
quickly as possible in view
of the ongoing attacks,” the
spokesperson said, adding

that a decision on the mat-
ter had not yet been taken.
The Iran-backed Houthis
have attacked or seized a
dozen ships with missiles
and drones since Nov. 19,
trying to inflict an interna-
tional cost for Israel’s war
against Hamas in Gaza,
which followed the mili-
tants’ deadly Oct. 7 ram-
page in the south of the
country. The United States
has been spearheading a
new maritime force,
known as Operation Pros-
perity Guardian.

Monitoring Desk
SYDNEY: Australia on
Thursday confirmed two of
its citizens were killed in an
Israeli air strike in south
Lebanon and said it was
looking at Hezbollah’s
claims that one of the Aus-
tralian citizens killed had
links to the militant group.

“We will continue to
make inquiries about this
particular person, with
whom Hezbollah has
claimed links,” Acting For-
eign Minister Mark
Dreyfus said during a me-
dia briefing.

“Hezbollah has
claimed this Australian as
one of its fighters. Our in-

quiries are continuing.”
Hezbollah, a Lebanese

militant group backed by
Iran, is a “listed terrorist
organisation” in Australia
and it is an offence for any
Australian to provide it
with financial support or
fight in its ranks, Dreyfus
said. A Lebanese-Australian
man, his wife, and his
brother, who was a mem-
ber of Hezbollah, were
killed in the Israeli attack,
Lebanese security and lo-
cal sources told Reuters on
Wednesday. The strike late
on Tuesday, part of a flare-
up of border area hostilities
between Israel and
Hezbollah.

China’s military
lashes out at US after
breakthrough talks
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China’s defence
ministry lashed out at the
United States on Thursday,
a week after their top mili-
tary officials resumed high-
level talks, criticising its
continued meddling in the
Asia Pacific region and say-
ing it maintained a “Cold
War” mindset.

Both sides had pledged
at the talks to work towards
restoration of contacts to
avert miscalculation and
misunderstanding, with the
U.S. calling for “more
work” to ensure military
communications stayed
open and reliable.

But a Chinese defence
ministry spokesperson
took a more hawkish tone
at the year’s last regular
press conference.

“The United States
continues to strengthen its
Asia-Pacific deployments,
this is full of a Cold War
mindset,” the spokesper-
son, Wu Qian, said on
Thursday.

“Its goal is for its own
selfish gains and to main-
tain its hegemony. Its na-

ture is to stoke confronta-
tion.”

U.S. officials had
hoped last week’s talks,
when top U.S. General
Charles Brown and his Chi-
nese counterpart, General
Liu Zhenli, held a
videoconference in the first
such event in more than a
year, could bring a broader
restoration in military ties.

Those talks followed
a pact in San Francisco last
month between the leaders
of both countries to resume
such ties, which Beijing had
snapped after a visit to self-
ruled Taiwan in 2022 by
Nancy Pelosi, then speaker
of the House of Represen-
tatives.

The video call yielded
“positive and constructive
outcomes”, Wu said.

But Beijing expected
Washington to “take con-
crete actions on the basis
of equality and respect to
promote the sound and
steady development of
China-US military-to-mili-
tary relationship”, he
added, with specifics to be
announced later.

memorating the 130th anni-
versary of the birth of
former Chinese leader Mao
Zedong, who in 1949 de-
feated the Republic of
China government in a civil
war which then fled to Tai-
wan, Xi said “the complete
reunification of the moth-
erland is an irresistible
trend”.

“The motherland must
be reunified, and inevitably
will be reunified,” Xinhua
cited Xi as telling senior
officials from the Commu-
nist Party.

China must deepen
integration between the
two sides, promote the
peaceful development of
relations across the Taiwan
Strait, and “resolutely pre-
vent anyone from splitting
Taiwan from China in any
way”, he said.

Eiffel Tower
closes as staff
go on strike
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: The Eiffel Tower,
one of the world’s prime
tourist attractions, was
closed on Wednesday after
staff went on strike, the
tower’s operator said.

The strike on the 100th

anniversary of the death of
engineer Gustave Eiffel,
who built the tower, was
to protest about “the cur-
rent way it is managed”, the
hard-left CGT union said in
a statement.

The tower’s operator
SETE was “headed for di-
saster”, it said.

The CGT said man-
agement was running the
Eiffel Tower according to a
business model that was
“too ambitious and unsus-
tainable” and that it said
was based on an inflated
estimate of future visitor
numbers, while under-esti-
mating construction costs.

South Korea sanctions 8
North Koreans over arms

trade, cyberattacks
Four children

and their mother
murdered in

France
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: Police in France on
Tuesday arrested a man sus-
pected of murdering his wife
and four children in a knife
attack early on Christmas
Day, a public prosecutor said.
Their bodies were found on
Monday night in a bloodied
apartment in the town of
Meaux, 40 km (25 miles)
northeast of Paris.

Local prosecutor Jean-
Baptiste Bladier said the
mother and two daughters
had been stabbed so many
times it was impossible to
determine.

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: South Korea im-
posed sanctions on eight
North Koreans linked to
nuclear and missile devel-
opment through arms trade,
cyberattacks and other il-
licit activities, Seoul’s for-
eign ministry said on
Wednesday.

The sanctions came
days after North Korea
fired a new intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile
(ICBM), which South Ko-
rea and the United States
strongly condemned as a
grave violation of UN Se-
curity Council resolutions.

The newly blacklisted
people include Ri Chang

Ho, head of the Reconnais-
sance General Bureau in-
volved in overseas hacking
operations, and Yun Chol,
who helped supply nuclear
materials while working at
the North Korean Em-
bassy in China, the minis-
try said.

“The eight were in-
volved in generating prof-
its for the North Korean
regime and financing nuclear
weapons and missiles de-
velopment by earning for-
eign currency through ille-
gal cyber activities or steal-
ing technology and trading
sanctioned goods including
weapons,” it said in a state-
ment.

Monitoring Desk
ANKARA: Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan said
on Wednesday that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was no differ-
ent from Adolf Hitler and
likened Israel’s attacks on
Gaza to the treatment of
Jewish people by the Na-
zis.

NATO member Tur-
key, which supports a two-
state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, has
criticised Israel’s air and
ground assault on Gaza,
called it a “terror state” and
said its leaders must be tried
in international courts.

Russia to deploy newest
howitzers close to

Finland’s border: Rostec
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russia will
soon deploy its newest
howitzers to its Northern
Military District which
borders Finland and Nor-
way, the head of the Rostec
state defence conglomerate
said in remarks published
on Wednesday.

The testing of the new
Coalition-SV self-propelled
artillery units has been
completed and their mass
production has already
started, Sergei Chemezov,
the head of Rostec told the
state RIA news agency in
an interview. The first pi-

lot batch will be delivered
by the end of 2023, he said.

“I think they will ap-
pear there (in the Northern
Military District) soon,
since howitzers of this class
are needed to provide an ad-
vantage over Western artil-
lery models in terms of fir-
ing range,” Chemezov said.
In 2021, Russia’s President
Vladimir Putin changed the
status of the Russian North-
ern Fleet, whose zone of re-
sponsibility was chiefly the
Russian Arctic, to the
Northern Military District,
incorporating into it also the
Murmansk region.

Iran’s supreme
leader leads

funeral prayers
for senior

Guards adviser
Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: Iran’s Su-
preme Leader Ali Khamenei
led prayers on Thursday at
the funeral of Sayyed Razi
Mousavi, a senior Revolu-
tionary Guards (IRGC) ad-
viser killed in what Iran said
was an Israeli air strike in
Syria.

State television said
Khamenei paid tribute “to
this martyr’s tireless
struggle and called for his
companionship with the
guardians of God.”

Mousavi was one of
the most experienced and
effective commanders of
the resistance front.

quoted Lavrov as saying in
extracts released ahead of
the full publication.

“It can be said that
given conditions in which
the West is clinging to the
domination slipping away
from it, no one can be pro-
tected against its geopoliti-
cal intrigues. There is a
growing understanding of
this.”

Moscow has come to
blame the West for much of
the turmoil and conflict in
widely separated regions.

Russia describes its
war in Ukraine as an exis-
tential struggle against the
“collective West” resolved
to expand the reach of
NATO and inflict a “stra-
tegic defeat” on Moscow.

It also says the out-
break of conflict in the
Middle East is a result of
the longstanding failures of

U.S. foreign policy and
called for the establishment
of a Palestinian state.

In his comments to
Tass, Lavrov called for de-
escalation of the Middle
East conflict, denouncing as
“unacceptable” both acts of
terror and “collective pun-
ishment”.

“It is vital to break the
vicious cycle of violence
and do away with the in-
justice from which several
generations of Palestinians
have suffered,” he was
quoted as saying.

“Only by doing this
can stability be achieved in
the zone of confrontation
in the Middle East as a
whole.” Lavrov also re-
stated Russia’s complaint
that Ukraine was unwilling
to hold peace talks to end
the 22-month-old conflict
in Ukraine.

Pro-Palestinian demonstrators block traffic on the road that leads to John F.
Kennedy airport in New York City.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a meeting with Mexico’s
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador and U.S. Secretary of Homeland
Security Alejandro Mayorkas to discuss migration amid concern about in-
creased crossing at the U.S.-Mexico border, in Mexico City, Mexico.

LEBANON: People gathered near debris of buildings damaged during Israeli
attack on Bint Jbeil.

A protest being held in connection with Presidential elections in Kinshasa, Congo.
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar chairing a
meeting of Economic Coordination Committee of the Cabinet.

QUETTA: Voice for Baloch Missing Persons
Leader, Nasrullah Baloch along with Mama Qadeer
addresses to media persons during press
conference, in Quetta

QUETTA: Secretary Livestock Tayyab Lehri and
Provincial Chief of FAO Walid Mehdi singing a
MoU regarding provision of equipment for
prevention of Congo virus.

JAMSHORO: Chief of the Navel Staff Admiral Navid Ashraf reviewing the
cadet guards during 61st Parents Day of Cadet College Petaro.

KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmed addressing a Hajj Balloting 2024 at
Karachi Press Club.

CHAGAI: Saudi Ambassador Nawaf Al-Maliki, Commissioner Rakshan and
other tribal elders receiving Governor Tabuk upon arrival at airport.

HUB: Secretary Health Balochistan “Abdullah
Khan and others offering Dua after inaugurating
latest Gynae Labour KMC room in collaboration
with WHO.

QUETTA: Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Leader, Khadija
Shah arrived for court case hearing, at Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in Quetta.

ECC directs NPMC to check
hoarding, ensure price stability

World Bank raises
concerns about Pak
economic policies

ISLAMABAD (INP):-
The World Bank has de-
clared Pakistan’s economic
model ineffective, citing
concerns that the country
is trailing behind its coun-
terparts due to a dysfunc-
tional economic system
that primarily benefits the
elite class.

Naji bin Hussain, the
Country Director for Paki-
stan at the World Bank,
emphasized that the current
economic development in
Pakistan is unsustainable,
with the benefits of growth
disproportionately favor-
ing a select few, says in
media reports.

In the World Bank’s
report, Hussain highlighted
the need for addressing de-
ficiencies in the agricultural
and energy sectors, empha-
sizing that the economic
growth should be broad-
ened to have a more inclu-
sive impact.

The report also ex-
pressed concerns about the
environmental challenges
faced by Pakistan. Accord-
ing to Hussain, policy
changes are imperative to
ensure sustainable eco-
nomic development, espe-
cially in light of the grow-
ing realization that substan-
tial past poverty reductions
are stalling and poverty
rates are on the rise again.

The World Bank
Country Director pointed
out that the current system,

cost of debt, and income
sources in Pakistan are not
sustainable. He urged a
shift towards focusing on
financial stability, improv-
ing distribution, involving
the private sector, and ex-
ploring alternative, cost-ef-
fective methods of electric-
ity generation in energy re-
forms.

Hussain emphasized
the need for unity in Paki-
stan for a brighter future,
calling for reforms in gov-
ernment spending, a move
towards a free economy,
and improved growth that
enhances the overall qual-
ity of life. He highlighted
the importance of creating
a conducive business envi-
ronment, particularly for
small businesses.

This is not the first
time the World Bank has
raised concerns about
Pakistan’s economic poli-
cies. The report also
touched upon issues related
to the privatization process
in the country. The World
Bank expressed apprehen-
sions that political interfer-
ence and legal complications
could hinder the
privatization process. No-
tably, the privatization pro-
gram has faced setbacks
since the Supreme Court’s
2007 verdict in the Pakistan
Steel Mills and Recodec
judgments, tarnishing
Pakistan’s international im-
age.

Aneeq says:

22-day short Hajj
being introduced to
facilitate pilgrims

Naval Chief advises cadets to
focus on character building

Speakers pledge to support menstrual hygiene
advocacy for wellbeing of women, girls

By Mian M Tahir Bashir
LORALAI: Shedding light
on the imperative issue of
Menstrual Hygiene Man-
agement (MHM), Deputy
Commissioner of Loralai,
Sajjad Aslam, expressed the
pressing need to prioritize
the well-being of women
and girls.  He shared his
views as a chief guest at the
groundbreaking media
workshop on ‘Communi-
cating Menstrual Hygiene
Management,’ held here as
a collaborative effort spear-
headed by The MHMWG
Secretariat, Balochistan, in
partnership with UNICEF
Pakistan’s education
programme.

While representing the
district government, Mr
Aslam shared unwavering
commitment to supporting
initiatives aimed at cultivat-
ing awareness about MHM
and its importance within

our society.
Dr. Tahira Kamal

Baloch, Chairperson of the
Menstrual Hygiene Man-
agement Working Group
(MHMWG) Balochistan,
the occasion, underscored
the profound link between
advancing MHM and edu-
cation. She commended the
UNICEF for its commend-
able initiative to join forces
with MHMWG for media
engagement on MHM,
aligning with Sustainable
Development Goal 4
(Quality Education) and
SDG 6.2 (Clean Water and
Sanitation). This strategic
alliance seeks to leverage
local and national media to
establish a platform for
constructive dialogue on
MHM, aiming to contrib-
ute significantly to societal
development.

Recognizing MHM as
a pivotal subject crucial for

enhancing the overall health
and hygiene of women and
girls, she emphasized on the
need of a collective resolve
to promote MHM to em-
power them to realize their
fullest potential across all
fields. Mr. Shafqat Aziz, a
seasoned communication
specialist and trainer,
shared critical insights into
the MHM landscape in
Pakistan during the work-
shop. Underlining the piv-
otal role of media in shap-
ing societal awareness and
influencing policies, he
stressed the importance of
advocating for MHM-
friendly schools, educa-
tional reforms, and tax ini-
tiatives to improve access
to MHM products. Mr.
Aziz also informed partici-
pants about a policy brief
on MHM prepared by
UNICEF Pakistan.

Mr Rashid Abbas,

and Ms Robina Hameed
while representing
UNICEF’s education
programme, underscored
the significance of collabo-
rative endeavors, especially
involving the media, to
champion MHM rights.
She highlighted the instru-
mental role of UNICEF’s
education programme in
promoting girls’ education
in Balochistan, emphasiz-
ing that MHM advocacy is
integral to encouraging girls
to attend schools.

Ms. Shahana
Tabbasum from
MHMWG, Balochistan of-
fered invaluable insights
earlier into MHM, empha-
sizing its role in promoting
gender equality and
women’s empowerment.
Underscoring the media’s
crucial role as a stakeholder
in fostering healthy debates
on critical social issues.

Caretaker Minister Home
assures to resolve issues

of oil tankers association

Abudllah says:
Multi-purpose schools to
build in Balochistan for

improving medical education

Mainly cold,
dry weather
forecast for
Balochistan

QUETTA (APP):The Met
Office has forecast mainly
cold and dry weather with
partly cloudy conditions in
most parts of the province
during the next 24 hours.

According to the Met
Office, the minimum tem-
perature in Quetta was re-
corded at -0.5 degrees cen-
tigrade and – 2.5 degrees
centigrade in Kalat on
Thursday.Nawaz facing difficulties in

issuing party tickets due to
differences among leadership

No difference between
PML-N, PPP & PTI, two
sides of same coin: Siraj

Election 2024:
MQM-P

‘ready’ for
talks on seat
adjustments
with PML-N

KARACHI (INP): With
the February 8 general elec-
tions inching closer,
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MQM-P)
has finally agreed to nego-
tiation on seat adjustments
with Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
on five National Assembly
and 10 Sindh Assembly
seats, revealed well-placed
sources on Thursday.

The two parties have
been in contact with each
other in connection with a
proposed electoral alliance
for the past couple of
weeks as PML-N is mak-
ing all-out efforts to return
to power for the fourth
time in the country.

Currently, Sindh has
become the epicentre of
political realignments with
former allies the PML-N
and PPP trying to make
new alliances to strengthen
their position in the upcom-
ing polls.

PML-N and MQM-P
would hold negotiations for
seat adjustments on NA-
229 Malir-I, NA-230
Malir-II, NA-231 Malir-III
and NA-243 Karachi
Keamari-II constituencies,
the sources added.

Pak condemns
banning a
Kashmiri

Political Party
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan condemns the de-
cision of Indian occupation
authorities to declare Mus-
lim League Jammu Kashmir
(Masarrat Alam faction)
[MLJK-MA], as an “un-
lawful association”, for a
period of five years. The
party is led by a prominent
Kashmiri leader, Mr.
Masarrat Alam Bhatt, who
remains imprisoned for a
period exceeding 20 years.

The MLJK-MA is the
fifth Kashmiri party
banned under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA). The Jammu &
Kashmir Liberation Front,
Jamaat-e-Islami Jammu and
Kashmir, Dukhtaraan-e-
Millat, and Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Free-
dom Party have already
been outlawed.

Court set
Jan 4 to indict
PTI founder in
Toshakhana

reference
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Account-
ability Court on Thursday
decided to indict the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
founder chairman and his
wife Bushra Bibi in the
Toshakhana reference case
on January 4. Judge
Muhammad Bashir heard
the Toshakahna reference
case at Adiala jail. During
the course of hearing, cop-
ies of the reference and rel-
evant information were
provided to the accused.
Former PTI chairman and
his wife have been named
in the list of accused for
possessing gifts received.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Home, Captain (Retd) Mir
Zubair Jamali has stated
that the issues being faced
by the oil tankers associa-
tion would be resolved.

The association was
made by the caretaker Min-
ister during meeting with
the delegation of Oil Tank-
ers Association here on
Thursday.

The leader of the As-
sociation Mir Shams

Shahwani led the delega-
tion.

During the course
meeting, the oil tankers as-
sociation talked about the
issues of transporters.

The members of del-
egation informed that our
4,000 vehicles have been
stopped by the Laghri
Ittehad at the Chaman bor-
der.

They told that our ve-
hicles are parked at the bor-
der despite lapse of over
two months.

LAHORE (INP): Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islami Emir
Sirajul Haq has said that
there is no substantive dif-
ference between the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), as these former rul-
ing parties are essentially
two sides of the same coin.

Addressing a press

conference at Mansoorah
on Thursday, he said many
so-called leaders who are
part of these parties were
opportunistic, turn coats
and acted as migratory birds
that align themselves with
whichever party is poised to
come into power.  The party
chief alongside JI Secretary
General Amirul Azim, also
launched the JI election sym-
bol “Scale” on the occasion.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of
the Cabinet, here Thursday
directed National Price
Monitoring Committee
(NPMC) to continue regu-
lar coordination with the
provincial governments for
measures to ensure price
stability and to check
hoarding and profiteering.

The meeting of the
cabinet committee was pre-
sided over by Caretaker
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance, Revenue, and Eco-
nomic Affairs, Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar, accord-
ing to press statement is-
sued by finance ministry.

The decision followed
a briefing by Pakistan Bu-

reau of Statistics (PBS) on
the inflation situation and
the latest trends of prices
of various essential com-
modities. The cabinet com-
mittee also approved the
budget for Employee Old
Age Institution (EOBI),
the summary for which was
moved by Ministry of
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Develop-
ment.  ECC was informed
that EOBI’s contribution
collection had remained
stagnant during past years
but had recently witnessed
a substantial increase of
around Rs.100 billion. ECC
appreciated EOBI for its
good performance and di-
rected to strictly follow the
budget calendar and prepare

a long term plan to clear the
Rs.2 trillion liabilities of
pension dues.

Meanwhile, summary
for approval of TAPI
project as Qualified Invest-
ment Incentive Package un-
der the Foreign Investment
(Promotion and Protection)
Act, 2022 (FIPPA) was dis-
cussed at length. The forum
observed that it was a
much-needed project and
should be launched without
delay, however observed
that the proposal for inclu-
sion of the project under the
FIPPA Act required further
deliberations and examina-
tion of the legal aspects,
incentives and concessions.

The committee also
approved the principles for

settlement of capacity de-
duction issues of imported
coal based projects and sub-
sequent execution of side
agreement with Port Qasim
Electric Power Company.

Meanwhile, in a meet-
ing, the Cabinet Committee
on State Owned Enter-
prises (SOEs) gave the ap-
proval of publication of
consolidated report of the
State-Owned Enterprises
for FY 2019-2020, 2020-
2021 & 2021-2022.

Among others, the
meeting was attended by
the Minister of Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives, Sami Saeed;
Minister for Energy,
Muhammad Ali; Minister
for Communications.

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmad on Thursday said
that all out efforts are being
made to extend maximum
facilities to Pakistani pil-
grims. They will feel visible
difference this year as first
time in the history of this
country,  a 22-day short Hajj
is being introduced, he said
while talking to media on the
occasion of Hajj balloting
2024 held for intending Pa-
kistani pilgrims at Karachi
Press Club.

The minister said that
Hajj quota for Pakistani pil-
grims this year is 189210
while around 5633 surplus

applications against the
Hajj quota were received, he
added. He said that our
endeavours to reduce the
cost of Hajj package also
brought results and we have
succeeded to reduce  Rs
100,000 from the total ex-
pense of Hajj package.

Aneeq Ahmed said
that mobile phone sims will
also be provided to Paki-
stani pilgrims free of cost
with 7GB data and unlim-
ited calls facilities to enable
them get in touch with their
loved-ones. Besides, a 30kg
suitcase with QR code and
“Abaya” with Pakistani
flag on its back for the fe-
male pilgrims will also be
provided, he added.KARACHI (APP):Chief of

the Naval Staff, Admiral
Naveed Ashraf on Thurs-
day attended the 61st par-
ents’ day ceremony held at
Cadet College Petaro as
Chief Guest and lauded the
education and learning stan-
dards of the College.

While addressing the
gathering the Chief Guest
appreciated the quality of
infrastructure, facilities,
faculty, and learning envi-
ronment at Cadet College,
a Pakistan Navy news re-
lease said.

He emphasised that
such efforts will surely con-
tribute in prosperity and
progress of country as edu-
cation is the only way out
to progress.

He also commended

the collaborative efforts of
Govt of Sindh, Commander
Karachi, college administra-
tion and faculty for all out
efforts to augment educa-
tional standards at the col-
lege.

Furthermore, he ad-
vised the cadets that be-
sides education they should
also focus on character
building.

Principal Cadet Col-
lege Petaro, Commodore ®
Mushtaq Ahmed welcomed
the guests and presented the
annual college report.

In his address, the
principal highlighted the
remarkable performance
achieved by the cadets in
academics, sports and co-
curricular activities.

He also mentioned

about some of the devel-
opment works completed
during this year and
progress on undergoing
works at Cadet College
Petaro.

Later, Chief Guest
gave away the prizes to
the award winners and
congratulated them for
their outstanding perfor-
mance.

Moreover, he appre-
ciated cadets for immacu-
late turn out during annual
parade, horse-ridding, tent-
pegging, gymnastic, P.T
show, physical fitness and
their skills displayed in ex-
hibition.

A large number of civil
and military officials, par-
ents and other dignitaries at-
tended the ceremony.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PML-N Quaid Nawaz
Sharif is facing difficulties
in distribution of party tick-
ets because difference of
opinion among party senior
leaders has  come to open
on this matter.

Nawaz Sharif has
shortlisted 2 candidates
from every  constituency of
National Assembly (NA)
and 3 candidates from ev-
ery constituency of pro-
vincial assembly.

Some senior leaders of
PML-N want to give 50
percent tickets to new
members.  On the other
hand some leaders are op-
posed to ignore old associ-
ates. Some members op-
posed to give tickets imme-
diately to those who have
left PTI and joined PML-

N.
As per sources PML-

N Quaid is facing difficul-
ties in giving tickets to can-
didates due to inner differ-
ences in the party.

Despite warning by
PML-N Quaid, the candi-
dates who have come to
give interview are  continu-
ing to level  allegations
against each other.

Nawaz Sharif has
shortlisted the candidate
before issuing tickets.

According to sources
senior leaders of party have
expressed reservations on
some names short listed by
PML-N Quaid.

Ishaq Dar, Hamza
Shahbaz, Saad Rafiq and
Rana Sana Ullah are insist-
ing to take along  old asso-
ciates.

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Secretary
Health Abdullah Khan on
Thursday said that multi-
purpose schools would be
built in different districts of
the province and a monitor-
ing system to be created to
check the performance of
private schools so that the
quality of medical education
could be further improved.

He expressed these
views while visiting the ex-
amination centre for vari-
ous courses of paramedics
in Hub.

Secretary Abdullah
Khan reviewed the exami-
nation processes including
exams for Medical Techni-
cian, Dispenser, X-ray As-
sistant, Lab Assistant, OT
Assistant, Pharmacy Assis-
tant, Dental Assistant and
Eye Assistant courses are
being conducted in the Hub.

Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Munir Ahmed
Musani, DHO Dr. Ghani
Baloch, DMS Dr. Asa, Staff
Officer Secretary Health
Shaukat Baloch and Assis-
tant Secretary Balochistan
Medical Faculty Asad Ali
were also present on this

occasion.
Assistant Secretary

Balochistan Medical Fac-
ulty Asad Ali briefed the
Secretary of Health about
the examination and proce-
dure in the Hub under
Balochistan Medical Fac-
ulty. The Secretary said
that paramedics were very
important in the health sec-
tor to improve the field of
paramedics and allied health
sciences, the curriculum
would be enhanced.

Meanwhile, Secretary
Health Abdullah Khan also
visited Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Jam Ghulam
Qadir Hub.

The secretary said
that the process of includ-
ing Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Jam Ghulam
Qadir Hub in the province
Health Card would be com-
pleted as soon as possible,
which could provide facili-
ties to the patients under
the Health Card.

He said that the health
card would help in improv-
ing the service delivery in
the hospital and could also
assist in the upgradation of
the hospital.


