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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting on matters related

to Balochistan.

Progress, prosperity of people of
Balochistan among priorities
of government, says PM

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar for according significance to climate resilience, finance
aspects in Balochistan hydro projects; Directs for expediting the matters
related to the construction of a two-lane highway from Khuzdar to Karachi

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar Tuesday stressed upon focusing
the climate resilience and climate finance aspects in all the
water projects of Balochistan and reiterated that progress
and prosperity of the people of province were among the
top priorities of the government.

The caretaker prime minister chaired a review meet-
ing on the important matters pertaining to the Balochistan
province. The meeting was attended by Caretaker
Balochistan Chief Minister Ali Mardan Domki, Educa-
tion Minister Dr Qadir Baloch and Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir, Caretaker Federal Minister for Planning Sami Saeed,

Balochistan people stand beside
Pak Army to thwart enemies’
nefarious designs: Achakzai

QUETTA (APP)-
Balochistan Caretaker In-
formation Minister Jan
Achakzai on Tuesday said
that the people of
Balochistan stood beside
the Pakistan Army which
was thwarting the nefari-
ous design of enemies for
maintaining peace in the
country.

Addressing a press
conference at Quetta press
Club, the Minister said
that Army Chief General
Syed Asim Munir was
backing the government in
efforts to improve the na-
tional economy.

Jan Achakzai said that
Balochistan government
under the leadership of
Balochistan Caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Ali

Mardan Khan Domki was
trying to solve the prob-
lems of the people of
Chaman.

He said that at least 20
thousand rupees per
month would be given to
the unemployed youth
of Chaman by accepting
the long-standing demand
of the unemployed youth

QUETTA: Caretaker Home Minister Captain (retd)
Mir Muhammad Zubair Jamali in a meeting with
Inspector General of Police Balochistan Abdul

Khaliq Sheikh

Amanullah Kanrani says

Bureaucracy third big pillar
of state & civil servants
are agents of real charge

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for Law
& Parliamentary Affairs
and Prosecution,
Amanullah Kanrani has
stated that the bureaucracy
is the third big pillar of state
and the civil servants are the
agent of real change because
they enforce the policies at
the lower level.

The caretaker Provin-
cial Minister was speaking
to the Certificates award-
ing ceremony among the
2nd Mid-Career Manage-
ment Course (MCMC)
graduates of Balochistan
Civil Services Academy
held at Governor House
Quetta on Tuesday.

The ceremony was at-
tended by  Senior
Bureaucrates, Senior Aca-
demicians, Members of
Corporate Sector and Me-
dia Representatives.

Balochistan Civil Ser-
vices Academy held its’ 2nd
graduation ceremony of 26
Mid-Career Trainee Offic-

ers in Govenor House
Quetta in which the gradu-
ating officers were from
Balochistan Civil Services
Group, Balochistan
Secretriate Services Group,
Agriculture and Forest De-
partment and Local Gov-
ernment Department were
awarded the certificates on
completion of the course.

Mr. Amanullah
Kanrani, Minister, Law
& Parliamentary Affairs
and Prosecution attended
as the chief guest of the
event.

While addressing he
aid, “Bureaucracy is the
third pillar of the state and
civl servants are the real
change-agents since they
implement the policy at
grass root level”.

Earlier, Hafeez Ahmed
Jamali, Director General,
BCSA said that BCSA is an
indigenous academy which
is providing the landscape
of service delivery through
the training of mid-career
officers.
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QUETTA Caretaker Provincial Mlmster for Law

and Parliamentary Affairs Amanullah Kanrani dis-
tributing certificates among participants of 2" Mid-
Career Management Course

of Chaman while payment
would be made after regis-
tering of youth.

Mr. Jan Achakzai
said that Sarfaraz
Bengulzai and others were
included in the national
mainstream which was
positive sign of the prov-
ince saying that Bolan Ex-
press was grateful to the
government for its resto-
ration.

Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaar-ul Haq Kakar
had directed Pakistan Rail-
ways, thanks to which the
problem has been resolved,
he said.

Jan Achakzai said that
the ticket for Bolan Mail
train from Quetta to
Karachi is 2200 rupees,
which is reasonable.

Balochistan:
Seven former
Chief Ministers

in election field

QUETTA (INP): Seven
former chief ministers of
Balochistan contesting in
upcoming general elections
scheduled on February 08.
Former chief minister
Sardar Akhtar Mengal con-
testing election on National
as well as Balochistan As-
sembly seats.

Another ex-chief min-
ister Nawab Aslam Khan
Raisani running for a
Balochistan Assembly seat
on the JUI ticket. Former
chief ministers Dr. Malik
Baloch and

Nawab Sanaullah Zehri
of People’s Party have also
been in the election field.

Former BAP chief min-
ister of Balochistan Jam
Kamal Khan now contest-
ing election on the PML-N
ticket. Incumbent Speaker
of Balochistan Assembly
and former chief minister
Jan Mohammad Jamali also
contesting election. Former
caretaker chief minister of
the province Sardar Saleh
Mohammad Bhotani con-
testing election from his
traditional constituency.

Defence Ministry
submits reply in
audio leak case

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Defence
on Tuesday submitted its
reply with the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) regard-
ing the audio leak case in-
volving Bushra Bibi and the
son of former Chief Justice
of Pkistsan Saqib Nisar.

IHC’s Justice Babar
Sattar heard the case.

The ministry, in its one-
page reply, stated that sev-
eral inexpensive accessories
and tools were readily avail-
able in the market, simpli-
fying the process of inter-
cepting audio during phone
calls. It further pointed out
that some platforms also
offered such services for a
fee, and the content of the
audios could also be altered
with the use of artificial in-
telligence. The ministry said
that only social media plat-
forms could provide the
source of the recordings
posted on them.

It mentioned that the
Cyber Crime Wing of the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) was the com-
petent authority to obtain
information from the social
media platforms under the
Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act (PECA) 2016.

PHC suspends ECP

22 December 2023, Ban
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Caretaker Federal Minister for Law and Water Resources
Irfan Aslam, and relevant senior officials, the PM Office
Media Wing said in a press release.

The chief secretary gave a briefing over different
projects of the province. The prime minister further di-
rected for expediting the matters related to the construc-
tion of a two-lane highway from Khuzdar to Karachi and
observed that with its construction, the different parts of
the country would get an alternate leeway, besides
strengthening of the linkages. He also asked for an imme-
diate resolution of the financial issues faced by the uni-
versities in the province. Continued on page 2

It Thailal

verdict revoking bat
as PTI election symbol

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Tuesday sus-
pended the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan’s (ECP)
decision of declaring the
PTD’s intra-party polls as
unconstitutional and the
revocation of its election
symbol ‘bat’ till the final
verdict on its petition.

The single-member
bench comprising Justice
Kamran Hayat Miankhel
announced the verdict
which it had reserved on the
petition of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf against the
ECP’s decision earlier in the
day.

During the course of
proceedings, Justice
Miankhel observed that the

general elections were about
to take place on February
8, 2024, and that the last
date for allotting the elec-
tion symbols was January
13.

He said that the argu-
ments of all the parties in-
volved in the case were
heard.

PTI lawyers, including
Barrister Ali Zafar pleaded
that the intra-party polls
were carried out on the or-
ders of the ECP and the
latter’s December 22 deci-
sion might be declared ille-
gal.

They argued that ac-
cording to the Constitution,
any citizen could form a
party or be a member of
any party.

Murtaza Solangi says

Govt to explore legal
options to redress
journalist layoffs issue

Workers’forced dismissal from

media houses

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting, Murtaza Solangi on
Tuesday said the govern-
ment would explore maxi-
mum options to redress the
problems of journalist fra-
ternity, and seek legal ac-
tion, in accordance with the
Constitution, to restrict
forced job layoffs of media
persons.

Talking to the media
after the walkout of jour-
nalist during the 334th ses-
sion of the Senate in the
press gallery, he expressed
full solidarity with the jour-
nalist community regarding

unacceptable

the forced dismissal by
some media houses.

Solangi said the legal
provisions would be ex-
plored to take punitive ac-
tion and extend support to
safeguard the rights of me-
dia workers.

“I stand with journal-
ists and media workers; the
issue of forced dismissals
of journalists is not accept-
able,” he said.

He said he had an ear-
lier discussion with the
Chairman of Pakistan Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) re-
garding the forced dismissal

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federl Minister for In-
formation Murtaza Solangi talking with media men.

National conference calls
to promote interfaith
harmony in country

KARACHI (APP): The
Department of Interna-
tional Relations of the Uni-
versity of Karachi in col-
laboration with the Minis-
try of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony orga-
nized a national conference
on “bridging beliefs: inter-
faith harmony in Pakistan”,
at the KU Chinese Teach-
ers Memorial Auditorium
on Tuesday.

The conference called
to promote the interfaith
harmony culture in the
country and emphasizes
the importance of interfaith
harmony, tolerance, love,
dialogue, acceptance, and
respect for all religions and
faiths.

Caretaker Federal Min-
ister for Religious and In-
terfaith Harmony Aneeq
Ahmed, in his address as
the chief guest said that ev-
ery person in the country
condemned the incident of
Jaranwala Town in
Faisalabad district which
was reported in August
2023. He recalled that our

scholars opened the doors
of mosques for the Chris-
tian community and that
gave a positive message to
the world.

The minister asked the
audience to play their role
in promoting interfaith har-
mony culture in their social
circle so that conspiracies
against our motherland can
be foiled on every platform.
This is the first program
arranged by the Ministry at
any educational institution,
he added.

The federal minister
stressed the importance of
refraining from using the
term ‘minority’ for other re-
ligions, asserting that citi-
zens of all faiths are equal
in Pakistan. Recalling
Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
words, he reiterated the
principle of freedom for
churches, mosques, and
temples in Pakistan.

The speakers of the
conference urged that it

Continued on page 2
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Chlef of the Naval Staff Admlral Naveed Ashraf interacting with Heads of
various Navies during 8th Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) in Bangkok,

Thailand

CNS emphasizes collaboration among
regional navies for maritime security

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of the Naval staff
(CNS) Admiral Naveed
Ashraf visited Thailand to
attend eighth Indian Ocean
Naval Symposium (IONS)
Conclave of Chiefs at
Bangkok.

The event involved
panel discussions on issues
related to cooperation in
maritime security of Indian
Ocean and Blue Economy-
ways forward for sustain-
able development of IONS
members, a Pakistan Navy
news release said on Tues-

ASI among
S injured in
hand grenade
attack on

police mobile

Independent Report
QUETTA: A hand grenade
exploded on a police mo-
bile on patrol in Nawan Killi
area of Quetta.

Due to the explosion,
ASIKhuda-e-Dad among 5
persons were injured who
were shifted to the hospi-
tal.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Home Minister Balochistan
Mir Zubair Jamali con-
demned the attack on the
police in Nawan Killi area
of Quetta.

In a statement he said
that the incident is very sad.
He sought a report of the
incident from the police.

The home minister
prayed for the speedy and
complete recovery of the
injured policeman.

ECP warns
govt. employees
against political

involvement

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on Tues-
day has issued a pre-gen-
eral election advisory, in-
structing government offic-
ers and employees to re-
frain from participating in
political activities.

The advisory specifies
that government officials
and employees were pro-
hibited from taking part in
election activities.

According to the issued
circular, the government
officials and employees are
restricted from engaging in
election activities.

Government officials
seeking leave must obtain
approval from Returning
Officers (ROs), while dis-
trict officers are obli-
gated to seek permission
from the District Return-
ing Officers (DRO) for
their leaves.

According to the ECP
advisory, federal govern-
ment employees up to grade
19 can have their leave sanc-
tioned by DROs.

day.

During the IONS Con-
clave of Chiefs, bilateral
meetings between Chief of
the Naval Staff and naval
leadership of IONS mem-
ber states were also held.

The CNS called on
Commander of Qatar Emiri
Naval Forces, C-in-C of
Royal Thai Navy, Deputy
C-in-C of Russian Navy,
Commander of Royal
Navy of Oman, CNS of
French Navy, Commander
of Iranian Navy, Fleet
Commander of Royal

Navy, UK and Vice Chief
of Japan Maritime Self De-
fence Force and discussed
matters of mutual interest.
Admiral Naveed Ashraf fo-
cused on PN contributions
to regional maritime secu-
rity and emphasized on col-
laboration between the re-
gional navies to enhance
maritime security of the re-
gion.

He also stressed upon
greater collaboration be-
tween Indian Ocean coun-
tries to exploit potentials of
blue economy.

LAHORE PML-N Quald Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
and President Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif presid-
ing over 16™ meeting of Parliamentary Board.

Mehmood Achakzai & Lashkari to contest from NA-263:
Scrutiny of nomination

papers of candidates
continues in Quetta

Independent Report
QUETTA: The process of
scrutiny of the nomination
papers of the candidates is
continued for the provincial
and national assemblies on
second consecutive day,
Tuesday.

According to the
sources of Provincial Elec-
tion Commissioner office,
the scrutiny of papers of
some 240 candidates has
been completed during last
two days.

On second day, the
nomination papers of leader

of Pashtoonkhaw Milli
Awami Party, Nawab Ayaz
Khan Jogezai and leader of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and former Governor
Balochistan, Syed Zahoor
Agha were found corrected.
They had filed nomination
papers for NA-262,
Quetta-I.

Similarly, the nomina-
tion papers of PKMAP
chairman, Mehmood Khan
Achakzai and Nawabzada
Lashkari Raisani were also
found corrected for NA-
263, Quetta-II.

Sved Farooq Shah expresses grief

Deputy Director DGPR
Hazrat Ali passes away

Independent Report
QUETTA: Deputy Direc-
tor, Directorate General of
Public Relations
Balochistan Hazrat Ali
passed away here on Tues-
day. He was laid to rest at
Mehmoodabad graveyard.

He was brother of
Daulat Khan, photographer
DGPR and father of Mas-

ter  Saadullah, Dr.
Naseebullah, Niamatullah
and Qudratullah.

His Fateha khawani is
continue at Haji Sardar Gul
Jama Khushhal Road Street
No. 1, Achakzai Colony
Pashtoonabad Quetta.

Meanwhile the Chief
Editor Independent Group
of Newspapers Syed
Muhammad Farooq Shah

has extended his condo-
lence on the demise of
Hazrat Ali.

In a statement, he ex-
pressed profound grief over
the death of Hazrat Ali. He
prayed that May Almighty
Allah rest the departed soul
in eternal peace and give the
bereaved family the cour-
age and patience to bear the
loss.
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Shaheed BB stands as nation’s living
movement, radiant torch: Bilawal

LARKANA (APP): Chair-
man Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday
said the nation eloquently
commemorates the indel-
ible legacy of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto,
the first democratically
elected woman prime min-
ister of the Islamic world
as well as esteemed leader
of the world, saying that the
“Daughter of the East”
stands not only as a histori-
cal figure but as a living
movement and a radiant
torch. Her nationalistic
spirit, enduring struggle and
steadfast leadership des-
tined to be ingrained in the
hearts and minds of the Pa-
kistani nation, he said while
sharing a reflective message

on the occasion of 16th
martyrdom anniversary of
slain Chairperson of PPP
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto to be cel-
ebrated on Wednesday. He
said that her mother re-
mained ardently dedicated
he life to the noble cause of
transforming the country
into a genuine welfare state,
guided by the visionary
ideals of the nation’s found-
ing leaders.

He said that throughout
her life, BB Shaheed bound
together Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, Kashmir, and
Gilgit-Baltistan like a har-
monious chain. “Her tragic
assassination was a malevo-
lent scheme, strategically
targeting the momentum of

advancement and the real-
ization of Pakistan’s vision
for enlightened moderation
and a democratic society,”
he added.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
pointed out that on the one
hand, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, as the PPP
chairperson, took the ide-
ology of the Quaid-e-Awam
and his party to new heights
through her philosophy and
unparalleled struggle, while
as a political leader, she al-
ways represented the real
populace by becoming the
voice of the common man
and the downtrodden
classes of the country. “On
the other hand, as a prime
minister, she strengthened
the national defense by giv-
ing the gift of ballistic mis-

QUETTA: Caretaker Home
Fateha on sad demise of former Vice Chancellor University of Balochistan
Ghulam Muhammad Taj

nister Muhammad Zubair Jamali offerg

National conference calls...

Continued from page 1

would play a key part in
developing a society that
will not allow intolerance at
any level.

They shared that diver-
sity is beauty and we need
to find unity in this diver-
sity. They mentioned that
respect, acceptance, and
tolerance are the way for-
ward for Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Chairman
Mohtamim, Darul Uloom
Naeemia, Mufti Muneeb-
ur-Rehman, advocated for
the removal of the term
‘minority’ from Pakistan’s
constitution.

Mufti Muneeb-ur-
Rehman informed the audi-
ence that there was not a
single reserved seat for
Muslims in the 435-mem-
ber House of Representa-
tives of the United States.
Similarly, there is no re-
served seat for Muslims in
the United Kingdom where
four million Muslims are
part of the British society
and 650 members are asso-
ciated with their lawmak-
ing house, he said and added
that 200 million Muslims
were part of Indian society
but they did not have a re-
served seat. On this occasion,
inthepresidential address, Vice
Chancellor KU Professor Dr
Khalid Mahmood Iraqi em-
phasized the necessity of
changing our way of life to
foster interfaith harmony,
urging us to recognize each
other as fellow human be-
ings.

He pointed out that
engaging in festivities with

other religions doesn’t
erode faith; rather, it was
the fragility of faith that
weakened it.

The VC underscored
that transforming our
mindset was achievable
through educating our chil-
dren to inclusively embrace
minorities and respect
them, recognizing that these
emerging generations served
as ambassadors shaping our
future. He advocated for
fostering a relationship
based on love, peace, toler-
ance and respect as the sole
means by which we can co-
exist harmoniously.

Another speaker, Car-
dinal Joseph Coutts, Car-
dinal of the Vatican’s Pope,
representing the Archdio-
cese of Karachi emphasized
that dialogue alone was in-
sufficient; true harmony
encompassed acceptance,
respect, and tolerance.

Cardinal Coutts advo-
cated for rectifying termi-
nologies used for followers
of various faiths, suggest-
ing the adoption of the
term ‘Pakistani’ instead of
‘minorities’. He stressed
the imperative of dissemi-
nating knowledge.

Patron in Chief of the
Pakistan Sikh Council
Sardar Ramesh Singh said
that Pakistan was a holy
land for the followers of
Sikhism. All religions have
complete freedom and pro-
tection in Pakistan as evi-
denced by the Kartarpur
Corridor, he said and added
that Sikhs living in other
countries come to Pakistan

and perform Sikh pilgrim-
age. Sardar Ramesh Singh
said that we were feeling
proud to represent Pakistan
abroad. All religions teach
us peace, love and brother-
hood, he expressed.

Former Additional Ad-
vocate General and Mem-
ber of the Sindh Public Ser-
vice Commission, Kalpana
Devi said that she was
proud to be the daughter of
the Sindh soil. She said that
we were neither Christian
nor Hindu, we were only
Pakistanis. She also insisted
that we were not recognized
by religion abroad but by
Pakistan.

Another  speaker,
Bishop of Karachi and
Balochistan Diocese,

Bishop Fredrick John said
that if we wanted to have
peace and harmony in our
society we need to address
those people who need to
be addressed. We need to
engage and address those
people in society who are
the real problem and don’t
understand other faiths. So
we need to address the right
people to continue this in-
terfaith harmony and dia-
logue, he added.

Dean of the Faculty of
Arts and Sciences KU Pro-
fessor  Dr  Shaista
Tabassum, Chairman of IR
Department KU Dr Nacem
Ahmed, former chairperson
of IR Department KU Pro-
fessor Dr Khalida Ghous
and former member of the
Islamic Ideology Council of
Pakistan Dr Mohsin Naqvi
also spoke on this occasion.
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a meeting regarding polio campaign

GWADAR: Deputy Commissiner Gwadar Aurangzeb Badini presiding over

Progress, prosperity of people of ...

Continued from page 1

The caretaker prime
minister directed for the
constitution of an inter-
provincial committee with
regard to the matters of
Kachhi Canal project and
the inclusion of caretaker
minister for planning and
caretaker chief ministers of
Punjab and Balochistan
provinces as its members.

The committee would
be tasked to finalize pro-
posals about the restoration
and expansion of the canal.

A directive was also is-
sued for the construction of
check dams to utilize water
from the hilly rivulets and
streams, and for the protec-
tion of Kachhi canal and Pet
Feeder from the hilly tor-
rents.

The caretaker prime
minister ordered for formu-
lation of a comprehensive
mechanism over registra-
tion and fitness of vehicles

in the province in collabo-
ration with the National
Highways and Motorways
Police and the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA).

The meeting was ap-
prised that for holding of
free and fair elections in the
province, the caretaker
provincial government was
taking all possible steps and
in that regard, all the direc-
tives of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan were
being implemented.

The meeting was also
apprised of the mechanism
for enhancing the tax and
non-tax revenues in the
province and it was added
that the tax revenue collec-
tion system was being digi-
talized.

A briefing was also
given over the steps taken
for industry status to the
mining sector. For the min-
ers, a special Rescue 1122

center was established in
Quetta District, it was
added.

Moreover, the meeting
was told that a system-
atized motors testing was
in the offing to ensure safe
travelling on motorways
and highways in the prov-
ince.

The provincial gov-
ernment with the help of
federal government was
taking steps against ille-
gal fishing in its maritime
borders.

The prime minister
also directed for installation
of tracking system on
trawlers to end illegal fish-
ing in the oceanic frontiers
of the country.

It was informed that for
enhancing administrative
transparency, verification
of all the government em-
ployees of Balochistan
province was being made
from NADRA.

sile technology, protected
the rights and took the far-
reaching measures by ensur-
ing the welfare and develop-
ment of country’s salaried
class, farmers, workers, mi-
norities, women, children
and the elderly,” he added.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari assured the
nation that the election mani-
festo to be presented by
the PPP in the fast ap-
proaching general elec-
tions would resonate with
the visionary aspirations
and missions set forth by
the Quaid-e-Awam Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto.
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KARACHI: Caretaker Chief Minister Justice ® Maqbool Bagar chairing provincial cabinet meeting at

CM House.

Shehbaz Shariflinks peace,
stability to economic revival

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) President
Shehbaz Sharif has said that
acrucial election is going to
take place on Feb 8 and the
party would win it with
public support.

Addressing the 16th
party parliamentary board
meeting at Model Town
here on Tuesday, he said
that following the return of
PML-N Quaid Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif, there was
immense enthusiasm and
fervor among party mem-
bers and workers. “The
rally on Oct 21 at Minar-e-
Pakistan was one of the
most successful receptions
in our political history,” he
said and acknowledged the
participation of people
from KP province in the
rally and paid tribute to
party workers, general
public and KP leaders who
had gathered to welcome
their Quaid at Minar-e-Pa-
kistan.

He emphasized the vi-
tal role of peace and stabil-
ity in the economic revival
of the country and credited
PML-N Quaid Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif for his sig-
nificant efforts in restoring
peace in Karachi from 2013
to 2017. He said when he
had reached Karachi in
2018 for votes, the people
of Karachi expressed their

gratitude for peace restora-
tion in the business hub of
Pakistan.

He said that if Quaid
Nawaz Sharif had not
started electricity projects,
the country would still
have been in darkness. He
recalled that there were 20-
hour load-shedding in Pa-
kistan daily but his party
successfully overcome the
issue. He said that it was
Quaid Nawaz who tackled
the menace of terrorism,
adding that people still re-
membered development
works carried out during
that period across Pakistan.
“The way terrorism had
been eradicated from the
country was recognised
even by enemies as well,”
he maintained.

He said that every Pa-
kistani witnessed the situ-
ation of Peshawar’s devel-
opment project called BRT
(Bus Rapid Transit), but if
the project had been super-
vised by Quaid Nawaz
Sharif, then it would have
been successful like Orange
Line Metro Train and
Metro Buses in Lahore and
Karachi.

PML-N Quaid Nawaz
Sharif, Senator Ishaq Dar,
Chief Organizer Maryam
Nawaz, Vice President
Hamza Shahbaz, Secretary
General Ahsan Igbal and
others were present.

Imad Wasim achieves
historic feat in
T20 cricket

Sports Desk
LAHORE: Former Paki-
stan all-rounder adds a new
item to list of sporting
achievements by complet-
ing 1,000 runs and taking
50 wickets in a calendar
year

Former Pakistan all-
rounder Imad Wasim
achieved another feat in the
cricket history by com-
pleting 1,000 runs and tak-
ing 50 wickets in a calen-
dar year in T20s.

The 35-year-old added
anew item to the list of his
sporting achievements
while debuting for
Melbourne Stars in Big
Bash League (BBL) Season
13 today.

He completed his
1,000 runs in T20 cricket
after scoring 14 runs in ten
balls and became the
fourth cricketer to set the
record after Kieron Pollard
(2010), Azhar Mahmood
(2012) and Andre Russell
(2016).

The all-rounder an-
nounced his retirement
from international cricket,
ending his over eight-year-
long association with the
national side last month.

In his X, formerly
Twitter, the 34-year-old
stressed that it was the
right time to end his stint
as an international crick-
eter.

“In recent days I have
been doing a lot of think-
ing about my international
career and I have come to
the conclusion that now
it’s the right time for me to
announce my retirement
from international cricket.”

The all-rounder, who
hasn’t played for the Green
Shirts in some months,
thanked the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) for
all its support provided to
him over the years.

Imad made his interna-
tional debut in May 2015
against Zimbabwe and
went on to represent Paki-
stan in 55 ODIs and 66
T20Is. He took 109 wick-
ets and scored 1,472 runs
in his international career.

Imad has been a key
member of the Pakistan
team over the years and
was part of the 2017
Champions Trophy-win-
ning squad. He also played
in the 2016 T20 World
Cup, 2019 World Cup, and
2021 T20 World Cup.

The all-rounder was
also one of the best play-
ers in the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) Season 8
where the left-handed bat-
ter amassed 404 runs in 10
innings at an impressive
134.66 average and 170.46
strike rate while also tak-
ing nine wickets with the
ball.

Saudi Arabia begins registration
of foreign pilgrims for Hajj 2024

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Saudi Arabia announced
that it has begun official reg-
istration of foreign pilgrims
for Hajj 2024.

“Muslim pilgrims from
all over the world can now
register along with their
families for Hajj 1445/2024
through the Nusuk Hajj
application under the Min-
istry of Hajj and Umrah,”
the Center for International
Communication (CIC), un-
der the Saudi Arabia’s
Ministry of Media re-
vealed.

Pilgrims from the con-
tinents of Asia, Africa, Eu-
rope, North America, South
America and Oceania can
apply for the pilgrimage
through Nusuk Hajj appli-

cation. More details about
the registration can be had
from hajj.nusuk.sa website,
Saudi Gazette reported.
Nusuk Hajj is the gateway
to a journey of a lifetime. It
is the one-stop-shop plat-
form, overseen by the Min-
istry of Hajj and Umrah. It
offers pilgrims a variety of
Hajj packages offered by
authorized service provid-
ers, ensuring a seamless life-
time spiritual experience.
The pilgrims can regis-
ter their names through the
website after creating their
account by giving an email
address and selecting the
current country of resi-
dence from the provided
list, which includes all coun-
tries served for Hajj 2024.

It is noteworthy that
the Hajj of 2023 was the
first full-capacity annual
pilgrimage in the post-pan-
demic period. A total of
1,845,045 pilgrims, includ-
ing 1,660,915 foreign pil-
grims and 184,130 domes-
tic pilgrims, performed the
last Hajj.

Among them, the num-
ber of male pilgrims ac-
counted for 969,694 while
the number of female pil-
grims reached 875,351. Pil-
grims from Asian countries
totalled 1,056,317, ac-
counting for 63.5 per cent
while the number of pil-
grims from Arab countries
stood at 346,214, repre-
senting 21 per cent of the
total pilgrims.

PPP to unveil manifesto for
general elections today

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan People’s Party’s
(PPP) electoral manifesto
has been finalised, which
will likely be announced
tomorrow by Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari
General elections are sched-
uled to take place on Feb-
ruary 8. After the end of the
deadline for submission of
nomination papers on De-
cember 24, the ECP is cur-
rently conducting scrutiny
of the papers.

According to sources,

the PPP’s manifesto for the

general elections 2024 has
been finalised after consul-
tation with experts.

The announcement
will likely be made by PPP
chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari in today’s public
gathering in Larkana to
mark the death anniversary
of former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto or in
Karachi, the sources said.

According to party
sources, the PPP’s mani-
festo is prepared in the form
of abooklet that include the
achievements of its former

ZHOB: Provincial Secretary Science and Information Technology Muhamma

government including reha-
bilitation of flood victims
by constructing new homes
for them, expansion of the
Benazir Income Support
Program, youth card, labor
and farmer card exten-
sion?

The manifesto in-
cludes “Bilawal ayega
rozgar layega” slogan while
mitigating poverty, social
security, power generation?
employment growth and
business industry subsidies
Packages are also part of the
manifesto?

Ayaz Khan Mandokhail addressing a students who completed training course

atIT Center

Govt to explore legal....
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of journalists and media
workers.

He said the meeting of
the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Information and
Broadcasting would be
held on Friday afternoon,
adding :”This issue will
also be discussed with
Chairperson of the Stand-
ing Committee, Senator
Fauzia Arshad.”

Murtaza Solangi said
the interim government
would take all the steps
under the law to effec-
tively tackle issue.

“Government’s sym-
pathies are with media
workers. It is our respon-
sibility to implement the
legal protection that media
workers and journalists
have in the Constitution,”
he said.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Federal Minister for Infor-

Progress and prosperity impossible
without knowledge: Sardar Khandai

Independent Report

CHAMAN: Two different annual results ceremonies were held in the two famous
educational institutions of Chaman including Iqra Knowledge Center Chaman.
Syed Sardar M