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ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court (SC) on
Wednesday conditionally
suspended its verdict dated
October 23, in which it had
nullified the trial of civilian
accused in the army courts.

The Supreme Court al-
lowed the trial of civilians
to continue in military
courts, but the final deci-
sion regarding the trial
would be subject to the
judgment of the apex court.

The court said that the
trial of 103 civilians accused
of May 9 riots would con-
tinue in army courts but the

By 5-1 majority

SC suspends verdict of nullifying
civilians’ trial in army courts

Verdict allows military trial of civilians held in connection
with May 9 riots; Justice Hilali differs with majority decision

final judgments wouldn’t be
issued till the decision of the
top court.

A six-member larger
bench of the top court,
headed by Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood and com-
prising Justice Amin ud Din
Khan, Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar, Justice Hassan
Azhar Rizvi, Justice
Musarrat Hilali and Justice
Sadaat Irfan Khan heard the
intra-court appeals against
the verdict in army courts
case.

The decision was sus-

pended by a majority of 5-
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1, as Justice Musarrat Hilali
dissented from it.

During the course of
proceedings, Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood remarked
that those who martyred
the military men would not
be tried now because the
law has been repealed. He
questioned that under
which law the trial of these
civilians who killed 23 sol-
diers yesterday, be done
now.
He further said that af-
ter the repeal of Section 2
(1) D, where would the trial
of terrorists be held.

Salman Akram Raja
Advocate said that he
would give arguments ifhe
was allowed.

Defence Ministry’s
lawyer Khawaja Haris ar-
gued that the judgment
dated 23th October didn’t
mention that under which
Articles of the Constitu-
tions, the provisions of
Army Act were declared
unconstitutional.

He said that in the case
of Brig (reted) F.B Ali, the
Army Act’s sections were

Continued on page 2

DERA ISMAILKHAN: Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar inquiring about the health of
those injured in the Dera Ismail Khan blast during his visit of CMH Dera Ismail Khan.

QUETTA: Governor Baloc

during Job Fairs held at BUITEMS

histan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar visiting stalls

Wali Kakar inaugurates Job fair at BUITEMS:

Governor calls for creating collaboration
between academia & industry as
per our social requirements

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has
stressed that we have to
create collaboration be-
tween the academia and in-
dustry according to our so-
cial requirements.

He said that it is a fact
that government can’t pro-
vide jobs to millions of the
people, therefore, we have
to strengthen our private
sector.

The Governor was
speaking to the media per-
sons on occasion of the in-

auguration of Job fair at
BUITEMS here on
Wednesday.

The Governor main-
tained that the job fair pro-
vide male and female stu-
dents of the Balochistan
University of Information
Technology, Engineering
and Management Sciences
access to the national and
international companies.

The stalls were set up
by the national and inter-
national companies besides
the banks at the job fair.

The Governor visited
all the stalls one by one
where he was briefed by the
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PESHAR: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari addressing to Peshawar
High Court Bar Association, in Peshawar.

Bilawal calls for national
unity to wipe out
terrorism from country

PESHAWAR (APP): Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Wednesday,
strongly condemning the
terrorist attack on police
and security forces in D |
Khan, called for national
unity to wipe out the men-
ace from the country.

Addressing the lawyers’
convention, he said that the
terrorism and extremism in
their forms and manifesta-
tions could not be eliminated
until all the stakeholders and
political entities joined
hands in the war against
them. He said that the re-
cent wave of terrorism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
regrettable as the people of
the province, including po-
lice, youth, citizens and law-
yers, had already made
many sacrifices in the war
against the menace.

He said many terrorists
were languishing in jails be-
fore the Taliban government
took over in Afghanistan,
who were later released.
Those who facilitated their

settlement and release from
the jails should be exposed
and punished, he demanded.

Meanwhile Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said a vibrant
and reinvigorated democratic
process was the sole option
to put the country’s
economy on a path of de-
velopment and progress.

Addressing a lawyers’
convention, he said that
under the democratic sys-
tem, Pakistan could get rid
of current challenging cir-
cumstances, adding the
lawyer fraternity always
played a vital role for the
supremacy of law and
struggle for democratic pro-
cess.

He said that the leader
of the people and the then
Prime Minister of Pakistan
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto had to
face the consequences of
flawed judicial process.

He said : “I am grateful
for the struggle that the
lawyers have started to get
justice for the leader of the
people Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto.”

representatives of the re-
spective organizations.

He said that it’s not
possible for the government
to tackle the issue of unem-
ployment alone, rather the
government should provide
maximum facilities to the
people associated with
the trade and commerce
so that they may play
their role in ending unem-
ployment.

Earlier, the Governor
inaugurated the job fair.
Also present on the occa-
sion were the Vice Chancel-
lor of BUITEMS and other
concerned high ups.

Electricity

theft made a
cognisable offence

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday promulgated
an ordinance to declare the
theft of electricity a cogni-
zable offence.

Through the Criminal
Law Amendment Ordi-
nance 2023, the president
amended the Section 462
(O) of the Pakistan Penal
Code, 1860.

According to a Presi-
dent House statement, the
electricity distribution
companies were earlier
facing difficulties in the
registration of FIRs of
power theft incidents.

However, under the
new ordinance, the inci-
dents of electricity theft
will be a cognizable of-
fence.

After the Ordinance,
theft of electricity will be a
cognizable offense on the
complaint of not only by
officers of grade 17 or
above but also the nomi-
nees of CEOs of electricity
distribution companies.

The president issued
the Ordinance under Ar-
ticle 89-1 of the Constitu-
tion

The said ordinance
will help curb power theft
in the energy sector worth

Federal cabinet approves
country’s first-ever
“National Space Policy”

No possibility of change, extension in ECP’s
announced polls date: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
of Information Technology
and Telecommunication
(MOITT) Dr. Umar Saifon
Wednesday said that the
federal cabinet has ap-
proved the country’s first-
ever “National Space
Policy.”

Speaking at a press
conference alongside the
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi
and the Caretaker Federal
Minister for Health, he ex-
plained that the approved
policy establishes the
framework for utilizing
Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
Communication Satellites.

This authorization al-

lows private companies to
offer services to consumers
in Pakistan, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in the
country’s space program,
he added.

The minister high-
lighted that this develop-
ment signifies a crucial mo-
ment for Pakistan’s space
program, as it enables en-
hanced communication ca-
pabilities through advanced
satellite technology.

The approval of the
National Space Policy is ex-
pected to facilitate im-
proved telecommunications
services, fostering advance-
ments in connectivity and
information dissemination
across the country.

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Murtaza Solangi, Caretaker Federal Minis-
ter for IT & Telecom Dr. Umar Saif and Caretaker
Federal Minister for Health, Dr Nadeem Jan ad-
dressing a press conference at PID Media center.

PM Kakar says

Terrorists already lost war;
reiterates unyielding “no
surrender, no retreat” policy

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar said on Wednesday
that terrorists had already
lost the war, emphasizing
the nation’s unwavering re-
silience against this scourge
and preparedness to deliver
a fitting response to terror-
ism.

“I want to tell the per-
petrators that you have al-
ready lost the war. Only the
declaration is yet to be made
and the time is yet to be
finalised. They are fighting
a lost war and we are fight-
ing a war already won by

us, Alhamdulillah,” he said
talking to the media at the
Combined Military Hospi-
tal after inquiring about the
health of the soldiers in-
jured in a terrorist attack
that took place on Tuesday.

He said he was amazed
to witness the strong con-
viction of the soldiers who
were resolved to fight the
terrorists even while being
injured.

He said those support-
ing the war against terror-
ism would stand victorious
in the world as well as the
life hereafter but contrarily,
the terrorists had not only

destroyed their lives but
would also rot in hell after
their death.

The prime minister
told the media that the
Ulema stood with the state,
peace and the whole soci-
ety.

“With whom they are
fighting? Do they want to
frighten us with death? No
one will be scared. They
should fulfill the desire to
fight us for any desired du-
ration,” he remarked.

He said the state was
pursuing an unyielding

Continued on page 2

Imran, Qureshi
indicted in cipher

case again

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Special court on Wednes-
day against indicted former
prime minister Imran Khan
and PTI vice-chairman
Shah Mehmood Qureshi in
cipher case.

The special court Judge
Abual Hasnat Zulqarnain
heard the case against Imran
and Qureshi. This was the
second time that the PTI
leaders were indicted.

During the hearing, both
PTI leaders pleaded not
guilty and said the indict-
ment was ‘fabricated’.
They also stated that the
indictment was ‘illegal’ and
they would challenge itin a
court of law.

SC’s verdict on military courts surely
bad news for pleaders of terrorism,
disturbance & political riots: Jan

Caretaker Minister Information describes DI Khan terrorism incident as
9/11 of Pakistan; asserts revenge of every drop of blood would be taken

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has termed the Supreme
Court’s verdict on the trial
of civilians in the military
courts as historic and said
that it is surely a bad news
for those indulged in terror-
ism as well as pleaders of
disturbance and political ri-
ots in the country.

He said that the apex
court backed the state by
giving the verdict on crucial
matter while ignoring the
negative propaganda and

pressure groups of a par-
ticular political party.

He said that the state
of Pakistan would be

strengthened with the sig-
nificant verdict of the Su-
preme Court, which sus-
pended the previous verdict
against the trial of civilians
in the military courts.

The caretaker Minister
Information was addressing
ahurriedly called press con-
ference at Quetta Press
Club on Wednesday.

Giving his reaction over
the SC’s verdict on the mili-
tary courts, the Minister
Information said that the
apex court sided by the
state in the important mat-

Continued on page 2

OIC expresses concern over Indian
Supreme Court’s verdict on IIOJK

JEDDAH (INP): The Or-
ganization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) has expressed
concern over the recent ver-
dict of Supreme Court of
India upholding the illegal
unilateral actions taken by
the Narendra Modi-led In-
dian government that re-

occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir on 5 August 2019.
According to Kashmir
Media Service, the OIC
General Secretariat in a
statement issued in Jeddah
in reference to the decisions
and resolutions of the Is-
lamic Summit and the OIC

ters related to the Kashmir
dispute reiterated its call to
reverse all illegal and uni-
lateral measures taken by
the Modi regime since 5
August 2019 aimed at
changing the internation-
ally-recognized disputed
status of the occupied ter-
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Ahmed Ali Ahmedzai addressing a meeting organized by Balochistan Public Private Partnership

Nawaz Sharif demands
accountability of ‘conspirators’

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
supremo and three-time
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif on Wednesday said
he did not believe in revenge
but those ‘conspiring’
against his government
must be held accountable.
Addressing the PML-
N Parliamentary body
meeting, Nawaz Sharif
thanked Allah after his ac-
quittal in the Al-Azizia and
Avenfield reference.
Nawaz Sharif said cases
against him were registered
after the end of his govern-
ment and his removal as
prime minister. There was

no proof of the allegations
leveled against me, Sharif
said. The former prime
minister regretted, that he
was removed as prime min-
ister on ‘Iqgama’ in Panama
case in the end.

During Panama hearing
words like Sicilian Mafia
and Godfather were used
against me, Nawaz Sharif
said and asked do judges use
these words?

The PML-N supremo
stressed that vendetta
wasn’t his goal; however,
the individuals respon-
sible for the nation’s suf-
ferings should be held
answerable.

Pakistan, Turkey vow to
boost collaboration

in aviation industry

ISLAMABAD (APP): Combat Commander Turkish Air
Force, General Ismail Giineykaya, called on Chief of the
Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force Air Chief Marshal Zaheer
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Ahmed Baber Sidhu here on Wednesday.

interest with a special focus on bilateral training, progress
of current joint ventures and exploration of further av-
enues of collaboration in the aviation industry, a Pakistan
Air Force (PAF) news release said.

During the meeting Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force,
shared the framework of PAF’s comprehensive modern-
ization strategy involving integration of emerging tech-
nologies, bolstering critical infrastructure and a compre-
hensive restructuring of its training set-up, in order to
address contemporary air warfare challenges.

Fazlur Rehman says

JUI-F ready to form
coalition govt with PML-N

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief of his own faction of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl
(JUI-F), Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has said that his
party was ready to form a
coalition government with
the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N).
Talking to media per-
sons on Wednesday, he said
that JUI-F has not held
talks with the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) re-
garding seat adjustment and

electoral alliance.
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said that common
citizens and law enforcers
were being martyred in Dera
Ismail Khan, Tank and
South Waziristan daily.
The Bajaur incident death
toll has reached 80, he
added. The JUI-F was still
demanding the timely
organisation of fair and free
general elections despite the
deteriorated law and order
situation, said Fazl.
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Miscellaneous

Pak expects raising $4.5bln
this year: Shamshad Akhtar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Finance, Revenue and
Economic Affairs, Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar said Pa-
kistan anticipates raising
approximately $4.5 billion
from multilateral and bilat-
eral sources, excluding the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in the current
fiscal year (2023-24).

In an interview with the
official flagship Journal of
ICMA International, the
minister said for the second
quarter (Q2), the govern-
ment expects to receive
over $1.6 billion from these
sources. She said the major
creditors include the Asian
Development Bank, the
World Bank, and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank, adding the inflows
comprise both project-
based and program-based
funds.

She said, negotiations
for some program loans

have been completed, and
disbursements are expected.
The country is currently
meeting its debt obligations
in a timely manner and in-
tends to continue doing so
in the future.

Talking about IMF
programme, the minister
said, as the first review of
the Standby Agreement
was successfully con-
cluded, a Staff Level Agree-
ment (SLA) has been
reached. This is subject to
approval by IMF’s Execu-
tive Board and upon ap-
proval, Pakistan will have
access to SDR 525 million
(around US$ 700 million).

On the existing eco-
nomic situation, the minis-
ter said, despite domestic
and global challenges dur-
ing FY2023, fiscal and ex-
ternal sector stability has
been achieved through vari-
ous stabilization measures
and structural reforms.

Fiscal deficit stood at

7.7% of GDP during
FY2023 as compared to
7.9% last year while cur-
rent account deficit FY2023
narrowed down by 87.2%
to $ 2.2 billion against a
deficit of § 17.5 billion in
FY 2022. She said, trade
deficit was contained by
38.7% in FY2023 as com-
pared to expansion of
36.4% in FY2022.

Ms Akhtar said, the
caretaker government took
charge in a very tough eco-
nomic environment, adding
turning around the
economy was a challenging
task and required careful
economic planning, policy
consistency, and a
favourable external eco-
nomic environment.

“The government is
quite vigilant of the chal-
lenges/risks emanating from
the domestic and external
sides and taking timely
measures to address them,”
she added.

UETTA: AMoU is being signed between UNHCR

and BUITEMS in presence of Governor Balochistan
Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

Federal cabinet approves....

Continued from page 1

He mentioned that the
policy had been prepared in
consultation with all stake-
holders over three months,
ensuring a balanced ap-
proach to facilitate private
companies.

The minister disclosed
that the federal cabinet has
also approved the establish-
ment of the National
Cybercrime Investigation
Authority (NCIA). This
agency is dedicated to in-
vestigating cybercrime, tak-
ing over the mandate that
was previously with the
FIA. The gradual transition
of cybercrime investigation
responsibilities from the
FIA to the NCIA is planned.

He said the federal cabi-
net approved the establish-
ment of a Telecom Tribunal
to handle cases and dis-
putes related to telecom.

The tribunal, he said,
will have specialized indi-
viduals with knowledge of
information, telecom, and
policy.

In response to a ques-
tion, the minister men-
tioned that the federal gov-
ernment had notified the
right of way policy last
week, and all provinces
have adopted it. Regarding
the removal of the MD of
the National Telecommuni-
cation Corporation (NTC),
he explained that it was due
to serious complaints, in-
cluding financial irregulari-
ties and misuse of powers.

The senior-most per-
son, he said, has been given
charge, and the removal fol-
lowed a three-month inves-
tigation.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Minister for Information,
Broadcasting and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Murtaza
Solangi on Wednesday
ruled out any change,
amendment or extension in
the polls date announced
by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP).

“No extension, amend-
ment or change in the elec-
tion date given by the Elec-
tion Commission is on the
agenda,” Murtaza Solangi
said while addressing a
news conference along with
the health and IT (informa-

tion technology) ministers
after a meeting of the Fed-
eral Cabinet.

The cabinet meeting
was presided over by Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

The information min-
ister said, “So far, no such
incident has occurred
which leads to the post-
ponement of the elec-
tions.”

Sharing the decisions
of the Federal Cabinet, he
said the forum had rejected
the “unilateral verdict” of
the Indian Supreme Court
regarding the illegal annex-
ation of Jammu and Kash-
mir by India as an illegal
decision.

“Jammu and Kashmir
is not an internal issue of
India rather an interna-
tional dispute that has
been an unresolved agenda
at the UN Security Coun-
cil for over seven decades,”
he said, adding the so-
called decision of the In-
dian SC would not have
any impact on the Kash-
mir issue.

Solangi said the Fed-
eral Cabinet called upon on
the international commu-
nity to strongly condemn
the illegal Indian move that
usurped the rights of
Kashmiris.

He said that the Indian
Supreme Court committed
a flagrant violation of
India’s international com-
mitments and obligations
by unilaterally dismissing
the petitions against its il-
legal action of August 5,
2019.

“We believed that the
so-called decision will give
boost to our efforts for the
legitimate solution of the
Kashmir issue,” the minis-
ter said while quoting the
prime minister as saying.

He said the Kashmir
issue should be decided
according to the resolu-
tions of the United Na-
tions and as per the aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri
people.

The minister said Pa-
kistan would continue to
extend political, diplomatic
and moral support to the
people of Kashmir.

DC Duki pays
surprise visit
to hospital
QUETTA (APP): Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Duki
Captain (Rtd) Fayaz Ali
paid a surprise visit to the
District Headquarters Hos-

pital on Wednesday.

During the visit, he in-
spected various depart-
ments of the hospital in-
cluding the emergency
ward, OPD, X-ray room,
laboratory and reviewed
cleanliness, staff atten-
dance, and stock of medi-
cines and also inquired
from the patients about the
facilities provided to them.

DC said that providing
the best, timely and free
health facilities to the pub-
lic in the hospital is the pri-
ority of the health depart-
ment.

He said that the con-
cerned officers and staff
should ensure their atten-
dance and play a construc-
tive role in providing facili-
ties to the public.

He said that there were
alarge number of labourers
who were working in coal
mines in Duki district and
every day there was a fear
of accidents in the mines.

Therefore, it is very
important to provide com-
plete facilities in the hospital,
in which any shortcoming is
not tolerated, he noted.

SC’s verdict...

Continued from page 1

ters related to its security.

He regretfully pointed
out that a political party run
the negative campaign
against the Chief Justice and
bench hearing the case.

He said that those in-
volved in the terrorism as
well turbulence and politi-
cal riots would be dealt
with iron hands.

The terrorists as well as
their handlers, facilitators
and supports would be
overcome through this ver-
dict of the apex court, he
maintained.

Referring the Afghani-
stan and terrorism act in DI
Khan the other day, the
caretaker Minister termed
the DI Khan terrorism act
as 9/11 of the country.

He said that the revenge
of every drop of blood
would be taken from the
terrorists.

He said that Pakistan
hosted Afghan refugees for
four decades bearing burden
on the country’s develop-
ment and resources.

Pakistan always pre-
ferred Afghanistan in the
international relations, but
it is regretted to note that it
(Afghanistan) is going to
become hub of terrorism,
Jan Achakzai charged. He
said that our martyrs are
very important to us.

He also said that
Taliban administration is
responsible for such inci-
dents and as such it would
have to clear its position.

in the name of DAO/QTA

(Last paid GST invoice is pul

PAKISTAN RAILWAYS

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are invited by the Divisional Superintendent Pakistan Railways,
Quetta from approved contractors/firms/companies duly registered with sales tax
department (active in FBR Department) for supply of common user items.

In this connection, Tender documents can be obtained Irom traffic store branch,
Divisional Superintendent, Office Pakistan Railways, Quetta on payment of non-
refundable cash amount of Rs. 2000/- w.e.f. 18.12.2023 to 03.01.2024.

The tender will be opened on 04.01.2024 at 12:30 Hrs. in the Office of Divisional
Accounts Officer. Pakistan Railways, Quetla in presence of coutractors. Earnest money
(@ 2% of the bid value in the shape of CDR/PO from schedule Bank should be deposited

Request for obtaining tender forms should be made only on letter head/ pad of the
firm/company containing CNIC No. of the proprietor and copy of National Tax No.
(NTN) (Active certificate in FBR) and Sales Tax Registration Certificate of the firm.

No contractor/firm will be allowed to participate in tender process without the
samples of ilems. All the samples of required items must. be made in Pakistan.
Acceptance of tenders will be made on the basis of quality/rates. No over writing will be
allowed in rates both in words and figure in the Tender form.

The offer must be made valid for 90 days from the date of opening the tender, no
terms and conditions from the firms would be acceptable.

H
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'y up to D
(M. Thrahim Baloch)
DTo

For Divisional Superintendent,

PAK Railways, Quetta

PID(0Q)195/23

KPGovernor,CM
review law & order
situation after DI

Khanattack

PESHAWAR (APP): Care-
taker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Jus-
tice ® Syed Arshad
Hussain Shah and Gover-
nor Haji Ghulam Ali, on
Wednesday, paid a visit
to district D.I Khan
where they reviewed law
and order situation.

They were also accom-
panied by the Chief Secre-
tary Nadim Aslam
Chaudhry and IGP Akhtar
Hayat Khan Gandapur.
Both the dignitaries jointly
chaired a meeting regarding
law and order, held at the
office of commissioner D.I
Khan.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs meeting of the federal cabinet.

Shaheen Shah Afridi named
vice-captain for Australia Test series

Sports Desk
SYDNEY: As Pakistan gear
up for the Benaud-Qadir
Trophy against Australia,
pace star Shaheen Shah
Afridi has been named the
vice-captain for the national
squad for the three match
Test series, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Shaheen, who is also
Pakistan’s captain for the
T20 cricket, was appointed
the vice-captain for Test
cricket for this specific se-
ries slated to begin tomor-
row (December 14), after
the announcement of play-
ing XI.

Shaheen has played 27
Tests, 53 ODIs and 52
T20Is for the national side.

For the first time Shan

Masood would lead the
national side in an interna-
tional game after Babar
Azam was removed from
captaincy in all three
cricket formats.

Imam-ul-Haq,
Abdullah Shafique, Babar
Azam, Saud Shakeel and
Sarfaraz Ahmed (wk)
would strengthen the bat-
ting line, whereas all-round-
ers Salman Ali Agha and
Faheem Ashraf are also ex-
pected to deliver in the
tough Australian condi-
tions.

Meanwhile, the bowl-
ing line-up will abundantly
bank on newly appointed
vice-captain Shaheen, and
newly-inducted Aamir
Jamal and Khurram
Shahzad, who will make

their Test debut for Paki-
stan in the first Test.

It is pertinent here to
mention that Pakistan have
not won a Test on Austra-
lian soil since 1995. Paki-
stan have lost 26 matches
and won just four in and
against Australia, while in
the last five series, Pakistan
suffered whitewashes.

The Australians are
looking in red-hot form, af-
ter surprising India in the
ODI World Cup final last
month to leave the nation
of over 1.4 billion in com-
plete shock and sadness.

In contrast to Austra-
lia, Pakistan cricket is in
chaos and disarray. The
poor results and adminis-
trative flaws have engulfed
our cricket into shambles.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral Naveed
Ashraf on Wednesday
visited the Headquar-
ters of Pakistan
Maritime Security
Agency and appreci-

Upon arrival, the
Naval Chief was pre-
sented Guard of
Honour by the Paki-
stan Maritime Secu-
rity Agency (PMSA)
contingent, a Paki-
stan Navy news re-
lease said.

The Admiral was
briefed on Maritime

Naval Chief hails
PMSA for effective
law enforcement at sea

Security Operations,
carried out by Paki-
stan Maritime Secu-
rity Agency to uphold
regulations and rule-
based order at sea
and safeguard the
maritime interests of

ated for it’s effective the country.
law enforcement at The Chief of the
sea. Naval Staff ex-

pressed his satis-
faction over the law
enforcement func-
tions being under-
taken by PMSA and
commended the col-
lective efforts of all in
fulfilling the National
and International ob-
ligations in the mari-
time domain.

Awards ceremony for 6th
edition of ‘Jinnah Young
Writers Award’ held in Ankara

ANKARA (INP): Awards
ceremony for sixth edition
of ‘Jinnah Young Writers
Award’, essay competition
was held in Ankara on
Wednesday. The prize dis-
tribution ceremony was
graced by the Turkish Min-
ister for National Education,
Yusuf Tekin and ambassador
of Pakistan to Turkiye
Yousaf Junaid. Named after
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, the founder of
Pakistan, the essay compe-
tition is one of the key fea-
tures of Pakistan Embassy’s
commitment to intellectual
development. The essay
competition is held annually
among senior high school
students of Turkiye. Theme
for the 6th round of compe-
tition was ‘Muhammad

Igbal and Mehmet Akif
Ersoy- Two great poets of
20th century’.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister for National
Education of Turkiye Yusuf
Tekin stated joint initiatives
as Jinnah Young Writers
Award are reflective of our
commitment to strengthen
the bonds of brotherhood
and friendship and pass it on
to our future generations as a
sacred trust. Referring to the
theme of the competition,
the minister highlighted
that Muhammad Igbal and
Mehmet Akif drove their
inspiration from Quran and
advocated against persecu-
tion, injustice and under de-
velopment, guiding their
nations to freedom and in-
dependence.

GWADAR Caretakr Provincial Minister fr

o

Sports and Culture Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan
Raisani watching fine arts during Youth Festival

Terrorists already lost war...

Continued from page 1

policy of no surrender and
no retreat.

Prime Minister Kakar
said many thousand people
had already sacrificed their
lives in the war against ter-
rorism and thousands more
were ready to join the
course.

“If they carry out one
attack, we will march 10
steps ahead. If they take 10
steps, we will advance by
100 steps. This is the war
of the winners and we are
with the winners, here in this
world and the life hereaf-
ter,” he commented.

He said the whole na-
tion stood united against
terrorism and was resolved
to defeat the evil in all of'its
forms and manifestations.

He said Pakistan was a
strong and resilient nation
and its Armed Forces
would thwart the nefarious
designs of the enemies.

Caretaker Federal Inte-
rior Minister Sarfaraz
Bugti, Governor of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam
Ali and Caretaker KP Chief
Minister Justice (Retd)
Syed Arshad Hussain Shah
accompanied the prime
minister.

SC suspends
Continued from page 1

upheld. A 17-member full
court bench had also de-
clared the judgments as cor-
rect during hearing a case
pertaining to the 21st
Amendment. The lawyer
said that the top court had
previously ruled that the
trial of civilian accused could
be held in an army court if
the crime pertained to the
military.

He requested the bench
to allow to resume the mili-
tary trials of those currently
in custody of the military.

The AGP argued that
not every civilian was be-
ing tried in a military court,
adding that only those
would be tried there who
were a threat to national
security.

Justice Masood said
just wait for detailed ver-
dict, about the Oct 23 or-
der, which would be issued
accordingly. To this, Haris
said that then the court or-
der (of Oct 23) should be
suspended.

Sardar Latif Khosa ob-
jected to a stay order on the

verdict of ....

court’s Oct 23 order and
said that the judges who
took that decision were also
from the Supreme Court.

Earlier, Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood refused to
recuse himself from the
bench on the objection of
former chief justice Jawwad
S. Khawaja, who was also
a petitioner in army court
case. Attorney General of
Pakistan Mansoor Usman
Awan said that when there
was no notice, how could
the objection be heard.
Those who objected were
not even present, he said,
adding it was better for the
bench to start hearing the
appeals first.

He prayed the court to
conditionally allow the mili-
tary trials of civilian sus-
pects to be resumed.

The court earlier re-
served its decision and later
suspended the verdict
dated October 23 while an-
nouncing the short order.

The court also served
notices to respondents and
adjourned the hearing till
the third week of January.

KARACHI: Chief of the.Naval Staff, Admiral Nave

ed Ashraf being briefed

during his visit to Headquarters of Pakistan Maritime Security Agency.
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ISLAMABAD: Vice Chancellor I

&

Minister for Education and Professional Training, Madad Ali Sindhi during 3rd International Confer-

Sl Rl

ence on ""Modern Trends in the Arab Novel in the Second Half of the Twentieth Century organize by
AIOU atAcademic Auditorium.

‘We need to promote Arabic
literature in Pakistan’: Madad

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Professional
Training, Madad Ali
Sindhi on Wednesday said
that we need to promote
Arabic literature in Paki-
stan.

He said this while ad-
dressing the opening ses-
sion of the two-day inter-
national conference on
“Modern Trends of the
Arabic Novel in the Second
Half of the Twentieth Cen-
tury”, at Allama Iqbal
Open University (AIOU).

The minister said,
“Learning Arabic is consid-
ered essential for every
Muslim. In Pakistan, there
is a need to promote Arabic
literature. This conference
is on a unique and most
important topic.”

“I congratulate the

vice chancellor and the en-
tire team, and I am grateful
for the invitation to partici-
pate in this conference,” he
added.

The Department of
Arabic at AIOU is organiz-
ing a conference, with the
participation of 13 schol-
ars from Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, Egypt, Jordan,
Thailand, Malaysia, Oman,
Algeria, Nigeria and Syria
in person, and 15 interna-
tional scholars joining the
conference online.

On the occasion, the
minister emphasized the
importance of this unique
conference, as the people
are not familiar with the
modern Arabic novel.

Vice  Chancellor
AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood, expressed his
gratitude to the Federal

Minister, Madad Ali
Sindhi, for attending the
conference as the chief
guest.

He also mentioned
that Islamic scholars from
all over the world are par-
ticipating in the conference
and presenting their re-
search papers, which will
provide a real picture of
Arab society.

Dr. Nasir said that the
presence of foreign schol-
ars at the conference would
be beneficial for the promo-
tion of Arabic literature. He
believes that Arabs have a
unique history and their lan-
guage is very broad, which
allows the Arab society to
relate to its civilization and
culture.

Dr. Habibur Rahman
Asim, Faculty of Arabic
Language, International Is-

lamic University, Dean
Faculty of Arabic and Is-
lamic Studies at AIOU,
Prof. Dr. Mohyuddin
Hashmi and Chairman,
Department of Arabic, Dr.
Abdul Majeed Baghdadi
also addressed the opening
session.

The two-day interna-
tional conference will con-
sist of parallel sessions on
both days, and a closing
ceremony is scheduled on
Thursday. The Department
of Arabic at AIOU is orga-
nizing a conference, with
the participation of 13
scholars from Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Egypt,
Jordan, Thailand, Malay-
sia, Oman, Algeria, Nige-
ria and Syria in person,
and 15 international schol-
ars joining the conference
online.

HEC, British Council,
PMYP to jointly work on
Green Youth Movement

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Higher Education
Commission, British Coun-
cil, and Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme have en-
tered a new partnership to
collaboration in their flag-
ship programmes aimed to
contribute to the economic
and social development of
the Pakistani youth.

Special Assistant to
Prime Minister Mr. Wasi
Shah was chief guest of the
signing ceremony, which
was attended by Chairman
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
Executive Director HEC
Dr. Zia Ul Qayyum, Coun-
try Director British Coun-
cil Mr. James Thompson
and other notables from the
three sides.

Deputy Secretary
Prime Minister’s Youth

Programme Dr.
Muhammad Ali Malik, Ad-
visor (Global Engagement)
HEC Mr. Awais Ahmed
and Country Director Brit-
ish Council Mr. Hampson
signed the Letter of Intent
(Lol).

The tripartite collabo-
ration will be focused on the
outcomes of the Prime
Minister Youth
Programme’s Green Youth
Movement, HEC’s Green
Youth Movement, and the
British Council’s Pakistan
Youth Leadership Initiative
(PYLI).

The primary objec-
tives of the collaboration are
to provide essential capac-
ity-building and technical
support to Green Youth
Movement (GYM) clubs,
develop training content.

COMSTECH, Huawei join
forces to fortify OIC’s
Scientific Landscape

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministerial Committee
for Scientific and Techno-
logical Cooperation of the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (0OIC)
COMSTECH and Huawei
Technologies Pakistan have
forged a strategic partner-
ship to bolster national
cybersecurity and advance
capabilities in areas crucial
to the OIC member states
including cybersecurity, Al,
and 5G.

In an effort to address
the escalating importance
of cybersecurity in the digi-
tal era, the collaboration
between COMSTECH and
Huawei aims to elevate the
cybersecurity proficiency
of OIC member states.

This includes a focus
on security management,
incident response, vulner-
ability management, and
staying abreast of emerging
security technologies.

Huawei, a global
leader in digital transforma-
tion, networking, and com-
munication technologies, is

ISLAMABAD: IESCO workers busy installing new
electricity meters in residential flats at G-7 in Fed-
eral Capital.

well-positioned to contrib-
ute to the development of
the digital economy.

The collaboration will
see joint efforts to expand
the frontiers of science and
technology, transcend engi-
neering bottlenecks, and
bring responsible and secure
ICT technology to all in-
dustries.

Sharing his views on
the occasion, Ethan Sun,
CEO of Huawei Pakistan
said, “The MoU lays the
foundations for OIC mem-
ber states to access oppor-
tunities to promote
cybersecurity awareness
through knowledge sharing
and training courses.
Huawei is ideally posi-
tioned to share experiences,
global best practices, and
methodologies that have
proven successful.”

As part of the agree-
ment, Huawei will support
COMSTECH in hosting
cybersecurity training
based on Huawei’s prac-
tices and experience shar-
ing.

b

SC decides to hear all
lifetime disqualification
cases together

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court (SC)
has decided to hear all
identical cases pertaining
to lifetime disqualification
under Article 62(1)(f) of
the Constitution together.

These cases, and any
others involving the same
question, should be fixed
for hearing in early Janu-
ary, 2024 before a bench
constituted by the com-
mittee under the Act, the
court said in its written
order pertaining to the
hearing of an appeal of
JUI-F’s former MPA
Meer Badshah Qaisrani
against his lifetime dis-
qualification.

The apex court said
that the general elections
of 2008 required candi-
dates to have a minimum
graduation qualification.

Some candidates
made misdeclarations in
their requisite nomination
papers, some produced
degrees from unrecognized
institutions and others
fake degrees to show eli-
gibility of their participa-
tion in the general elec-
tions.

This court had dis-
qualified all such candi-
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dates and some also faced
criminal prosecution.

It said that the peti-
tioner was convicted for a
period of two years, and
“we are informed that his
appeal against conviction
is pending before the
Multan Bench of the
Lahore High Court.

“However, the
learned counsel for the re-
spondent states that the
period of disqualification
is for five years as per sec-
tion 232(2) of the Elec-
tions Act, 2017, which
provision was enacted
through the Elections
(Amendment) Act, 2023,
promulgated on 26 June
2023.

“The learned counsel
are unanimous in stating
that unless there is a clear
pronouncement by this
court on the matter the re-
turning officers in the
forthcoming general elec-
tions may wonder
whether to apply section
232(2) of the Elections
Act, 2017, or the said judg-
ment of this court, which
may create needless con-
fusion in the elections and
shall not be conducive to
democracy.

There is also the like-
lihood of election tribu-
nals and courts being in-
undated with cases arising
out of the uncertainty.”

The order said that
the Additional Attorney
General (AAG) pointed
out that in the matters
where constitutional inter-
pretation is required a
bench of a minimum of five
judges has to hear it.

“The AAG also
states that the interpreta-
tion of a federal law, the
Constitution and applica-
bility of the decision of
the Supreme Court is re-
quired, which will also
impact elections to the
provincial assemblies, and
as such requisite notices
be issued,” it added.

The court directed to
issue notices to the Attor-
ney-General for Pakistan
and all the Advocate Gen-
erals of the provinces, be-
sides the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan, which
should be published in a
prominent English and
Urdu newspaper having
wide circulation as the de-
cision in these appeals
may also affect those who
are not parties hereto.
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ISLAMABAD: IG Police (Islamabad) Dr Akbar Nasir Khan addressing dur-

ing the “Guy Talk Initiates Conversations on Masculinity in Pakistan” As
Organized by The Swedish Embassy at local hotel in Federal Capital.

Dense fog to
engulf few
plain areas of
Punjab: PMD

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Dense fog is likely to per-
sist in few plain areas of
Punjab during the next 24
hours reducing the visibil-
ity level, according to the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD)’ s fore-
cast.

Fog/smog is also likely
to persist in upper Sindh,
plain areas of Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dur-
ing morning and night hours.

APS attack anniversary:

9 yrs on, Pakistan’s anti-terror
strife continues to safeguard
nation, thwart enemies’ designs

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
the country observes the
ninth anniversary of the ter-
rorist attack at the Army
Public School in Peshawar
on December 16, the Paki-
stani nation stood resilient
with a commitment to com-
bating terrorism while per-
sistently pursuing the goals
of safeguarding its citizens
and thwarting the sinister
designs of its enemies.

In an inhumane terror-
ist attack on December 16,
2014, the militants attacked
the Army Public School
(APS) in Peshawar, and
over 140 people including
students and teachers were
martyred.

Termed Pakistan’s 9/
11, the day serves as a re-
minder of Pakistan’s endur-
ing dedication to counter-
ing the menace of terrorism
and ensuring the safety of

its people.

Following the inhu-
mane APS attack, the
country’s civil and military
leadership joined heads to
formulate a National Action
Plan which followed major
operations including Zarb-
e-Azb and Rad-ul-Fassad
against terrorists for their
elimination.

Though the world is
witnessing a global spread
of'terrorism, Pakistan is one
of the worst victims. Hav-
ing sacrificed over 70,000
lives and suffering an eco-
nomic loss of over $150 bil-
lion, Pakistan remains reso-
lute in achieving riddance
from the scourge.

Pakistan’s major cities
had faced different waves
of terrorism, but Peshawar
suffered the most and the
APS attack was the worst.

The country has re-

peatedly highlighted that
India has long been spon-
soring terrorism on its soil.
A dossier has already been
issued by Pakistan contain-
ing very specific informa-
tion such as bank accounts
and Indian nationals in-
volved. It also included the
locations of training camps
for Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP), Baloch miscre-
ants, and other groups. Ac-
cording to a security ana-
lyst, recently Indian intel-
ligence agency RAW spent
$1 million for the merger of
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) with four other
militant groups to carry out
terrorism in Pakistan.

The analyst said that
India had also been funnel-
ing money to Baloch sepa-
ratists and activists through
think tanks in Afghanistan
and other means.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
WaterAid Pakistan on
Wednesday unveiled its
ambitious Country
Programme Strategy for the
period 20232028, with a
focus on accelerating
progress in Water, Sanita-
tion, and Hygiene (WASH)
initiatives across the coun-
try.

The strategy aims to
prioritize the integration of
WASH within the health
sector, intending to make
substantial contributions to
public health outcomes said
anews release.

The launch event gath-
ered a diverse group of
stakeholders, including rep-
resentatives from academia,
community-based organi-
zations, and the media, ac-
cording to a press release.

Notable attendees in-
cluded Senator Ms. Sitara
Ayaz, Secretary-General of
the International Parliamen-
tarian Congress, and

Seemee Azdi, Chairperson

WaterAid unveils strategy
to accelerate progress
in WASH initiatives

of the Climate Change
Committee.

During the event, dis-
cussions were led by key
figures such as Dr. Hifza
Rasheed, Director-General
of PCRWR; Liaqat Ali, Ex-
ecutive Coordinator of the
Doaba Foundation;
Muhammad Nawaz, Cli-
mate Integration Lead at
USAID Pakistan;
Muhammad Rafiq, Head of
the Center for Water
Informatics and Climate
Resilience at IM Sciences,
Peshawar; and Sehr
Afsheen, Country Repre-
sentative of VSO.

They explored the cru-
cial roles of stakeholders,
academia, and civil societ-
ies in enhancing WASH
conditions in Pakistan.

Muhammad Fazal,
Head of Program Strategy
and Policy at WaterAid,
concluded the discussions
by emphasizing a commit-
ment to collaborative ef-
forts.
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ISLAMABAD: Deserving children waiting to re-
active free food from charitable people in a ground

at sector G-11 in Federal Capital.
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LETTER OF INTENT

Signing ceremony between
Prime Minister’s Youth Programme - Government of Pakistan

Higher Education Commission

gitishi Council Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth Affairs,
Sayad Wasi Ahmad addressing during signing ceremony of “Letter of In-
tent” between PMYP, HEC and British Council, Higher Education Commis-

sion, in Federal Capital.

IHC instructs
police to recover
missing ex-MPA
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday in-
structed the police to re-
cover missing former MPA
Chaudhry Arshad till De-
cember 19.

An THC’s bench heard
the case filed by Rasheed
Begum, the sister of miss-
ing MPA, seeking early re-
covery of the victim. The
petition said that Chaudhry
Arshad was abducted by
some policemen from Sec-
tor F-8/3 of the Federal
Capital.

The Senior Superin-
tendent of Police (Opera-
tions) Islamabad appeared
before the court and ex-
pressed anonymity about
the missing person. He said
that Chaudhry Arshad was
not in the custody of
Islamabad Police.

The court instructed
the police to take measures
for the recovery of the vic-
tim and adjourned hearing
till next date.

THC reserves
decision on
Saghri’s
re-inclusion
in NA-53
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday re-
served its decision on the
plea for the re-inclusion of
Saghri in NA-53, the con-
stituency of former interior
minister Chaudhry Nisar

Ali Khan.

IHC Chief Justice
Amir Farooq on Wednes-
day heard the plea of
Shiekh Sajid-ur-Rehman.

The defence counsel
argued that the demarcation
of NA-53 was not con-
ducted in accordance with
the law. In response, the
lawyer for Election Com-
mission of Pakistan stated
that the demarcation was
carried out in alignment
with the directions of the
Supreme Court.

After listening to the
arguments of both sides, the
court reserved its decision.

Islamabad police
nab 18 outlaws;
recover cache
of narcotics,

alcohol

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Police on
Wednesday claimed to ar-
rest 18 outlaws and recover
drugs and alcohol from their
possession. According to a
police spokesman, the
Karachi company police
team arrested an accused
namely Waseem Masih and
recovered one dagger from
his possession. Golra po-
lice team arrested an ac-
cused namely Ali involved
in the illegal sale of petro-
leum products.

The Sumbal police
team arrested an accused
namely Hasnain Haider and
recovered 1260 grams of
hashish from his posses-
sion.

PSW begins Phased
Implementation of
DRAP e-services

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Single Window
(PSW) in collaboration with
the Drug Regulatory Au-
thority of Pakistan (DRAP)
has successfully integrated
all existing entities, licenses
and product registration of
drugs with the PSW plat-
form and has begun the
gradual roll-out of various
services.

The initiative was
aimed to enhance transpar-
ency, efficiency and ease of
doing business for pharma-
ceutical companies, com-
mercial importers,
healthcare institutions and
humanitarian organizations
involved in imports of fin-
ished drugs, according to a
press release received here
on Wednesday.

In the current phase,
PSW will offer digital ser-
vices 