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Bilawal demands judicial
investigation of cipher case

Submitted nomination paper for NA-194-Larkana-1

LARKANA (INP): Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and former
foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has de-
manded judicial investiga-
tion of cipher case.

Speaking to media in
Larkana on Sunday, Bilawal
said the cipher case is a se-
rious matter and a judicial
investigation must be car-
ried out in this matter.

He said that relief has
been given in the cipher case
however the Bhutto family
went through political vic-
timization that why “we
want proper investigation
of the cipher case”.

The former foreign
minister stated that the Ex-
president of US Donald
Trump was tried in court
and classified documents
were recovered from his
residence hereby the cipher

case also requires investi-
gation and the people of
Pakistan should know the
truth behind cipher case as
it was security breach.
APP adds: The Chair-
man of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and former
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari filed a nomi-
nation paper for the Na-
tional Assembly seat of
Larkana-Ratodero NA-194
(Larkana-I) for General
Elections 2024 on Sunday.
Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, along with a great
number of supporters and
leaders, came to the
Collectorate Building to
submit his nomination pa-
pers in the office of Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner-I Larkana, Asif Raza
Chandio, who has been ap-
pointed as Returning Of-
ficer (R.O.) for NA-194

(Larkana-T).

On the occasion, hun-
dreds of leaders and work-
ers of the PPP thronged in
the office of Additional
Deputy Commissioner-I
Larkana/Returning Officer
(R.O.) for NA-194
(Larkana-T).

They were holding
party flags and raising slo-
gans in her support. How-
ever, a group of PPP lead-
ers and workers were al-
lowed to enter the court
premises.

President PPP Sindh
Senator Nisar Ahmed
Khuhro, Suhail Ahnwar
Siyal, District President of
PPP Larkana Khurshed
Ahmed Junejo, Jameel
Ahmed Soomro, Khair
Muhammad Shaikh, and
others were also accompa-
nied by Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari.

KARACHI: Governor Slndh Kalﬁran Khan Tessorl addressmg the 27" An—
nual parents day ceremony at Cadet College Sanghar.

Religions, cultures diversity

is a source o

f stability for

Pakistan: Dr. Arif Alvi

ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Dr. Arif Alvi has
said that Christmas has a
special place in the hearts
of our Christian brothers
and is an opportunity to
celebrate joy, contempla-
tion and joy.

He went on that the
teachings of love, compassion
and peace of Jesus (PBUH)
are a beacon for us and guide
us. The diversity of religions
and cultures is a source of sta-
bility for Pakistan. Our Chris-
tian community has played a
significant role in the social
and economic development of
the country. President also ac-
knowledge the commendable
services rendered by the Chris-
tian community for the pro-
motion of peace, tolerance
and harmony in the country.

On this festive occa-
sion, let us celebrate the
spirit of Christmas, pro-
mote unity, understanding
and goodwill among all
communities. Alvi contin-
ued that may the Chrlstmas

message of love, mercy and
hope resonate in our hearts
and guide us to a future
filled with peace, joy, har-
mony and prosperity.

He said that I am
proud to say that minori-
ties have all political, eco-
nomic and social rights in
Pakistan according to the
Constitution of Pakistan.
Our religion Islam fully rec-
ognizes and protects the
rights of minorities.

Government of Paki-
stan provides equal oppor-
tunities to all citizens irre-
spective of their colour, caste
and creed: Arif Alvi Founder
of Pakistan, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, in
his historic speech on Au-
gust 11, 1947, said that ev-
eryone will have equal
rights, privileges and re-
sponsibilities regardless of
color, caste and religion,
and complete religious
freedom will be achieved in
the new state of Pakistan,
President mentioned.

A ‘ & S
SUKKUR Peoples Party (PPP) Senior Central
Leader, Syed Khursheed Shah exchanges views

with notable citizens during meeting held at his

residency in Sukkur.

1405 nomination papers
filed for Karachi’s
NA, PA seats

KARACHI (INP): The
candidates intending to con-
test on the national or pro-
vincial assembly seats
could submit their nomina-
tion papers till today (Sun-
day).
Total 1405 nomination
papers have been submit-
ted for Karachi’s National
and Sindh Assembly seats
so far.

Intending candidates
have filed 1072 nominations
for 47 seats of Sindh As-
sembly from Karachi, while
333 nomination forms sub-
mitted for 22 National As-
sembly seats from the city.

Moreover, over 400
nomination papers have
been submitted for special
seats, reserved for women

and minorities, from Sindh.

After submission of
nomination forms today,
election officials will begin
scrutiny of candidates’ pa-
pers from tomorrow (Mon-
day).

The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
on appeals of various po-
litical parties, decided to
extend the deadline for fil-
ing nomination papers for
the upcoming general elec-
tions until December 24
(today).

As per the
Commission’s updated
schedule, scrutiny of the
nomination papers is slated
to begin from Monday
through the 30™ of this
month.

Nation celebrates
Quaid-e-Azam’s
147th birthday

ISLAMABAD (Online):
147th birth anniversary of
the founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah will be celebrated
on December 25.

Events will be held
across the country on the
birthday of Quaid-e-Azam.

Various events and
seminars will be organized
by Pakistan Muslim League
(PMLN), Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Pa-
kistan People’s Party
(PPP), NAzriya Pakistan
Foundation and public and
private social organiza-
tions, during which speak-
ers will pay tribute to the
valuable services of the
founder of Pakistan for the
country and nation.

Nine family
members die
as house

catches fire

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
At least 9 persons of the
same family were killed as
their house engulfed in
flames due to an electricity
short circuit in
Qalandarabad here Sunday.
The local emergency re-
sponse team, Rescue 1122,
swiftly mobilized its teams
and recovered 8 bodies.

The Rescue 1122,
along with three ambulances
and locals made concerted
efforts to extinguish the fire
and rescue the residents.
Unfortunately, the wood
and clay house quickly
caught fire, impeding rescue
activities. Consequently,
nine family members were
trapped within the collaps-
ing structure and lost their
lives. After hours of intense
efforts, Rescue 1122 suc-
cessfully recovered all the
bodies buried in the debris,
marking the completion of
the search operation. Emer-
gency Officer Hafeez ur
Rahman is overseeing the
operation, ensuring a coor-
dinated and efficient re-
sponse. The deceased per-
sons were identified as the
wife of Zakir, four daugh-
ters and four sons, includ-
ing Hashim, Qasim, Hasan,
and Sufyan.
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LARKANA: Chairman PaklsnPeople’s Party PP) Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
submitted his nomination papers for NA 194 (Larkana-1) to returning of-

ficer for upcoming General Election 2024.

Tessori attends Parents Day
celebrations at CCS

KARACHI (INP): Gover-
nor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori attended the 27
Annual Parents’ Day cel-
ebrations of Cadet College
Sanghar as the chief guest.
Rear Admiral Muhammad
Saleem Hilal, Chairman
Board of Governors, Com-
modore Zeeshan Ali, Mem-
bers Board of Governors,
Army officers, officers of
district governments, digni-
taries and parents of the ca-
dets attended the event. Ca-
dets’ contingent presented
guard of honour to the Gov-
ernor Sindh. The cadets also
performed parade, PT show,
gymnastics, tiger squad drill,
tent pegging and horse show
during the ceremony. The
Chief Guest appreciated the
efforts of Cadet College
Sanghar for achieving excel-
lent results in the Education
Board and appreciated the
college administration for
providing excellent training
facilities to the students.
He also appreciated
the role of Pakistan Navy
in providing quality educa-
tion in Pakistan, especially

in the coastal belt and re-
mote areas of Sindh. Gov-
ernor Sindh thanked Chair-
man Board of Governors
for inviting him as chief
guest at Cadet College
Sanghar. Governor Sindh
has shown excellent perfor-
mance in curricular and co-
curricular activities.

Cadet Muhammad
Kabir (Senior) and Cadet
Muhammad Huzaifa (Jun-
ior) were named player of the
year, while cadets
Muhammad Kabir (Senior)
and Cadet Muhammad
Huzaifa (Junior) were
awarded and Badge of Honor.
Jam Sadiq Ali Division won
the Champions Trophy. The
Governor also congratulated
former Cadet JawadLarak,
former Cadet Major
Muhammad AsifKhattak
and former Cadet Lieutenant
Commander Muhammad
Shoaib for receiving the “Best
Alumnae Award” from Ca-
det College Sanghar.

Governor Sindh also
inaugurated the newly con-
structed Mehran Cadets
Mess with the financial as-

sistance of the Government
of Sindh, which has a seat-
ing capacity of 1,000 cadets
and is equipped with the all
the facilities.

At the occasion, the
Governor Sindh also planted
a sapling as a memorial, he
appreciated the efforts of
Cadet College Sanghar for the
timely completion of the
project, Governor Sindh also
witnessed the science, arts
and cultural exhibition pre-
sented by the cadets and ap-
preciated the hard work and
efforts of the cadets. Earlier,
Principal Cadet College
Sanghar  Commodore
Zeeshan Ali SI (Military)
while addressing the cer-
emony said that Cadet Col-
lege Sanghar has achieved a
prominent position in the
higher educational institu-
tions of the country
through its conducive envi-
ronment, adding that cadets
are prepared for different
walks oflife by providing a
healthy environment, in-
cluding defense, civil ser-
vices, medical, engineering
and various fields.

Caretaker Federal Mlmster for Rehglous Aifalrs and Interfalth Harmoney Aneeq
Ahmed addressing the Tazeem Al Harmain Shareefain Conference at Karachi.

Zardari’s message on
the occasion of Christmas

KARACHI: Formed Presi-
dent of Pakistan and Presi-
dent Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarians,
Asif Ali Zardari has con-
gratulated the Christians all
over the world, especially
members of the community
living in Pakistan on the
occasion of Christmas. He
said that the role of the
Christian community for
the development of Paki-
stan is unforgettable.
President Asif Ali
Zardari said that Quaid-e-
Awam, Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto had given all
non-Muslims the right to be
equal citizens in the 1973

Constitution. Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
had defended the funda-
mental rights of non-Mus-
lim citizens.

Asif Ali Zardari said
that the Christian commu-
nity should ensure that their
children attain higher educa-
tion so that they can serve
the country and the nation
according to their ability and
make Pakistan proud. On
this festive occasion, the
great sacrifice rendered by
Shaheed Dr. Shahbaz Bhatti
should also be remembered
whose services for the coun-
try and democracy are un-
forgettable.

PTI to file application
in IHC today for
return of bat symbol

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) has prepared a ap-
peal for the return of the
election symbol “Bat”
which will be filed in
Islamabad High Court to-
day (Monday).

A constitutional peti-
tion along with that also
been prepared against Elec-
tion Commission of

Pakistan’s verdict. which
will be filed in Supreme
Court.

An early hearing is
also being requested in the

application.

The application has
been prepared on the di-
rection of Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar, who himself
will appear in the High
Court and request the
court to return the bat
symbol.

Sources said that PTI
has also prepared an appli-
cation under Article 184(3)
of the Constitution to ap-
proach the Supreme Court,
which will be followed by
Sardar Latif Khan Khosa
Advocate.

KARACHI: Relatives of Balouch missing persons

hold a protest rally in favor of their demands at
Jhangir road in Provincial Capital.

Caretaker CM
Punjab calls on
PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister of
Punjab Syed Mohsin Raza
Nagqvi on Sunday called on
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar .
During the meeting,
different matters related to
the province were dis-
cussed, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

Two young
businessmen
shot dead in

Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Two
young businessmen were
shot dead in different locali-
ties of the metropolis, po-
lice said on Sunday.
According to details,
four gunmen riding two mo-
torcycles ambushed vehicle
of owner of yarn factory in
Sector 12-D of Korangi In-
dustrial Area. As a result of
firing, Usama Mamoon 28,
was killed on the spot while
his father Saleem Mamoon
and two brother narrowly es-
caped. The attackers fled the
scene. At Guru Mandar out-
side Blue Ribbon Bakery,
eight to 10 armed men shot
dead 25-year-old owner of
Raju Ice Cream identified as
Ijaz besides leaving an em-
ployee named Adeel injured.

Cold, dry weather
forecast for
Sindh
KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department on Sunday
predicted cold and dry
weather for most parts of
the Sindh province during

the next 24 hours.

However, Fog and
smog were predicted in
Jacobabad, Mohenjodaro,
Sukkur, Larkana, Dadu,
Ghotki and Padidan during
morning and night hours.
Mainly, cold and dry
weather is likely to prevail
in the province.

Negotiations underway with Baloch protesters

Government striving to go
towards solution of Balochistan
protestors problem: Solangi

Baloch protesters granted balil, set to be
released: Islamabad Police; Govt
establishes special Police Help Center
to facilitate release of protestors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information, Broad-
casting and Parliamentary
Affairs Murtaza Solangi
said on Sunday that it was
an effort of the government
to go towards the solution
of the problem of protest-

ors from Balochistan
through negotiations.
Talking in a

programme on “GTV” the
minister said that it was
desire of the interim set-up
that the protestors should
go back to their homes with
dignity, honour and safety.

“We want to solve the
problems of the protesters
and talks should be held in
Balochistan or Quetta in-
stead of Islamabad,” Solangi
said. The minister for infor-

mation said that most of the
protesters from Balochistan
were women and at this time,
they were present in front
of the National Press Club.
Security, ambulance and
medical facilities were avail-
able for the protesters,
Murtaza Solangi informed.

The minister said that
it was the preference of the
protestors to sit in front of
the NPC and register their
protest peacefully.

“Everyone is allowed
to protest peacefully and
our effort is to ensure that
the protestors do not face
any kind of inconvenience”,
Murtaza Solangi remarked.

He said that yesterday
also, the negotiation com-
mittee held talks with the
protestors.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqyvi calls on caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Govt to thoroughly investigate
complaints about hurdles
in electoral process: PM

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar has
assured that the govern-
ment would thoroughly in-
vestigate the complaints
regarding hurdles to stop
some people from taking
part in the electoral process.

While speaking during
an interview with a private
TV channel, he rule out the
policy of ousting anyone
from political process and
said that voters were free
to elect candidates of their
choice.

Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
said in his opinion those
who showed disruptive be-
havior and were involved in
the incidents of May 9
should not be allowed to
hold public office.

However, the Election
Commission will decide

about qualification and dis-
qualification of candidates,
he added.

The Prime Minister
said state was a guarantor
ofthe social order and when
anyone challenges this or-
der he was an anarchist.

Regarding arrival of
protesters from
Balochistan to Islamabad,
he said everyone had the
right to protest with law-
ful behavior. However, if
a situation of law and or-
der would be created then
law enforcement agencies
would come into action,
Referring to situation in
Palestine, PM Kakar said
Israeli Prime Minister
Netanyahu was a war
criminal and war crimes of
Israel should be investi-
gated as 7000 children were
martyred.

Specal Service Group of Pakistan Navy demon-

strating drill onboard PNS ASLAT during Paki-
stan Navy — Royal Navy of Oman Bilateral Exer-
cise Thamar Al Tayyib 2023.

Cipher case hearing
in special court to
resume on Tuesday

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The hearing of Cipher Case
in the special court will start
again tomorrow, December
26 (Tuesday).

In the meantime, there
is a possibility that the wit-
nesses presented by the
prosecution will be cross-
examined by the lawyer.

The hearing will be
conducted by Judge Abul
Hasnat Zulqgarnain of the
Special Court.

It should be noted that
the statements of 13 more
prosecution witnesses were
recorded in the cipher case.

The hearing of the
case was adjourned till
Tuesday, December 26.

Cipher case hearing
was conducted by the spe-
cial court judge Abul Hasnat
Zulgarnain in Adiala Jail.
During the hearing, the fami-

lies of former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan and former
foreign minister shah
Mehmood Qureshi were
present in the court. Dur-
ing the hearing, 12 wit-
nesses of the prosecution
recorded their testimony.
Among them were former
Prime Minister’s Principal
Secretary Azam Khan, then
Pakistan’s Ambassador in
US Asad Majeed.

The hearing continued
for about 8 hours, which
ended at 4:30 p.m. In the
cipher case, the statements
of 25 witnesses have been
recorded so far, while the
prosecution abandoned 3
witnesses as unnecessary.

In the hearing to be
held on Tuesday, there is a
possibility of cross-exami-
nation on the statements of
the witnesses.
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Hollowed out

Pakistani politics has been marred by the spectre of
political engineering, a strategy employed to ma-
nipulate poll outcomes. This phenomenon is par-
ticularly prominent just before elections. Our politi-
cal history unveils a short-sighted pattern of power
dynamics being shifted to favour certain parties or
individuals, at the cost of democratic principles.
Gen Ayub Khan is known to have first manipu-
lated the polls in his electoral contest against Fatima
Jinnah in 1965. Another instance dates back to 1977,
when Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, allegedly attempted to
get elected unopposed with the abduction of a rival
candidate. Such tactics, including election day rig-
ging to ensure a landslide, were responsible for the
movement that led to his downfall. The 1990s marked
an escalation in political engineering. The year 1997
witnessed Nawaz Sharif’s ascent to power with a
two-thirds majority, a victory tainted by allegations
of state-sponsored manipulation. The PPP, a domi-
nant force, was reduced to a mere 18 seats. These
events raised serious questions about the integrity
of the electoral process. Karachi’s political land-
scape during this period was dominated by the
MQM, which stands accused of using intimidation
to stifle opposition. Smaller towns weren’t immune
either, with feudal lords resorting to ballot stuffing.
Over time, various methods were utilised by the
state to influence electoral outcomes. These include
gerrymandering, the use of state resources for cam-
paigning, politically motivated accountability drives
against certain leaders, and control over media nar-
ratives. These tactics not only skew electoral re-
sults but also undermine the essence of democracy.
They also don’t stand the test of time. But that
doesn’t stop the ‘puppeteers’ from trying. Now a
new campaign seems to be under way — this time

against the PTL.

Party members are facing obstacles in filing nomi-
nation papers, police raids are targeting their fami-
lies, and there is an atmosphere of intimidation. Such
actions suggest a deliberate effort to exclude a ma-
jor political force, undermining the democratic pro-
cess. This tactic has broader implications: it poten-
tially alienates voters, leading to a lower turnout on

polling day.

Further, if key parties are forced out of the con-
test, their members will resort to contesting as inde-
pendents. Post-election, these independents could
be coerced into joining other political parties, com-
plicating the political tapestry. The crux of the matter
lies in the erosion of democratic norms. When poll
processes are compromised, the legitimacy of the
next government becomes questionable. As Pakistan
navigates turbulent political waters, it must reflect

on the

long-term consequences of such

manoeuvring. A collective effort is required to en-
sure fair, transparent, and credible elections, which
are the cornerstone of any functioning democracy.
Only through such measures can the faith of the
populace in the democratic process be restored, pav-
ing the way for a more stable Pakistan.

Equal citizens

Muna Khan

Many of us are likely to
know someone who trav-
elled to another country to
give birth and secure that
country’s citizenship for
their child. It’s easy if you
have the money, though
some countries have made
acquiring  citizenship
through birth harder. You
can also buy citizenship in
exchange for investment
in, for example, Dominica
in the Caribbean or
Montenegro in Europe or
Vanuatu in Oceania. (I had
to look up Vanuatu after
hearing about its ‘citizen’
of Pakistani descent, Farah
Gogi.)

However, citizenship
by birth or investment
doesn’t define what it
means to be a citizen. There
are a lot of ethical ques-
tions around whether citi-
zenship should be condi-
tional like the case of
Shamima Begum, the ‘IS
bride’ who had her UK citi-
zenship revoked and is
stuck in a refugee camp, a
victim of trafficking. The
UK says Shamima is
Bangladeshi by way of her
parents but Bangladesh
disagrees and refuses her
entry so she remains one
of the 4.4 million stateless
people in the world.

It’s become easier to
deprive people of their citi-
zenship in the name of se-
curity. This happened in
March in Nicaragua which
stripped the citizenship of
300 people, mainly oppo-
nents of President Daniel
Ortega. Earlier this year,
Ukraine’s president
Volodymyr Zelensky re-
voked citizenship of four
lawmakers he accused of
treason or supporting Rus-
sia— the same thing I sup-
pose. You can be stripped
of citizenshipin 15 EU coun-
tries on some grounds of

disloyalty or treason. Just
last month, an Israeli law-
maker proposed a bill that
would revoke citizenship of
those who showed sup-
port for “terrorists”.

This is a strange return
to ancient practices when
people were banished from
kingdoms for ‘disloyalty’.
When it was created in
1945, the UN defined citi-
zenship as a basic human
right. There are interna-
tional laws that disallow re-
voking of citizenship on
political, racial or ethnic
grounds. Yet, as reported
in the Washington Post this
year, one in five countries
had expanded provisions
to revoke nationalities for
reasons “related to disloy-
alty”. About 70 per cent of
the 190 countries had some
law that could revoke citi-
zenship.

Pakistan’s concept of
citizenship is equally
centred around security
and loyalty to a militarised
state. Many have pointed
to the example of thou-
sands of Afghans who
have only known Pakistan
as their home but were
forced to move to Afghani-
stan. The media cheered
their ‘return’ because they
were depicted as criminals,
though crime has not dis-
appeared because the refu-
gees have. Shortly after as-
suming office, Imran Khan
pledged citizenship to 1.5m
Afghan refugees but had
to renege a mere few days
later, the first of many U-
turns that showed he was
not steering the
policymaking ship.

This country bears
witness to a tiered system
of citizenship where good
and bad citizens are de-
fined by a revolving door
of leaders. Today’s good
citizens will be
tomorrow’s bad citizens
etc. We see this play out
most with political lead-
ers who weasel them-
selves back into favour
by ceding space in ex-
change for power. But the
most vulnerable and
marginalised stay at the
bottom as we’ve seen
most recently with the
treatment meted out to
Baloch women protest-

ers in Islamabad.

Those managing
Pakistan’s affairs use their
force against the most vul-
nerable. They are aided by
political parties, lawyers,
judges, celebrities and the
media — all too happy to
question people’s patrio-
tism for ratings, approval,
deals, etc.

It’s worth reminding
who gets to protest and
face no consequence and
who gets water-cannoned
in the middle of winter, de-
tained and carted in buses
as if they’re being expelled.
Today PTI — whose disco
dharna was ultimately re-
warded — is expressing
solidarity with Baloch pro-
testers much like the Sharif
family did when they were
on the outside

This revolving door
of bad policies is exhaust-
ing.

Citizenship cannot be
conditional on loyalty to
the establishment, the
prime minister of the day,
or anyone’s definition of
virtue. Steps like blocking
‘suspicious’ CNICs of
70,000  people in
Balochistan a few months
ago, or of 18 PTI leaders a
few days ago, does not
make a state safer. It is far-
cical to continue to think
so, especially for countries
that pride themselves on
being liberal.

I’'m not here to lecture
on citizenship but ques-
tioning the motives of one
of the organisers of the
Baloch long march, Dr
Mahrang Baloch, and fram-
ing her as duplicitous is a
disservice to audiences
who deserve fair news
coverage. Journalists who
show allegiance to the
powerful and not to their
profession will ultimately
pay a heavy price.

Marginalised com-
munities bear a heavy price
for being portrayed as bad
citizens when they are
merely asking for an end
to enforced disappear-
ances. It is grossly de-
meaning and requires a
rethink, preferably by
people elected to make
policies grounded in fair
principles of justice. --
Courtesy Dawn

Ties with India

AizazAhmad
Chaudhry

Managing the troubled re-
lationship with India has
been Pakistan’s most ar-
duous foreign policy chal-
lenge. The mutual hostil-
ity has its roots in the bit-
terness of the manner in
which the partition of Brit-
ish India occurred in 1947.
Millions had to move
across the newly created
border. India’s hesitation
on giving Pakistan its
share of finance, defence
stores, and even canal
waters added to the acri-
mony. However, all these
issues were eventually
settled one way or another

One major issue that
could not be settled was
the dispute over the State
of Jammu and Kashmir,
which was forcibly occu-
pied by India, in direct con-
travention of the terms for
partition of British India.
The state had a Muslim
majority (78 per cent, with
93pc in the Valley), and
was contiguous to the ter-
ritories that were to be-
come Pakistan. India has
also violated every reso-
lution of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) adopted
from 1948 to 1957, which
stipulated that the state’s
political status should be
decided by a plebiscite to
be held under UN aus-
pices.

Neither the wars be-
tween India and Pakistan
in 1948, 1965 and 1999, nor
the numerous bilateral
peace initiatives, have re-
solved the matter. Compli-
cating the matters further,
four years ago, the Modi
government abolished the
‘statehood’, announced
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh as two separate
Union territories, and took
away the special au-

tonomy of Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir. This was
another blatant violation
of international law as
codified in a series of
UNSC resolutions.
Earlier this month,
the Indian supreme court
upheld the Aug 5,2019, ac-
tions of the Modi govern-
ment, but directed it to re-
vert statehood to J&K,
and hold elections there
by September 2024. The
decision came as a reality
check to those Kashmiri
leaders who had cooper-
ated with the BJP govern-
ment in the vain hope that
they would retain their au-
tonomy. In the past four
years, the Modi govern-
ment has indulged in de-
mographic engineering
by issuing domiciles to
millions of non-state per-
sons. It has also engaged
in electoral engineering to
ensure that whenever
polls are held, BJP would
have a dominant position.
Clearly, India is seek-
ing to dissolve the dis-
pute by changing the ba-
sic parameters of the dis-
puted territory. The main
motivation for this comes
from the RSS philosophy
of making India a Hindu
state. The Modi govern-
ment has further been
emboldened by the fact
that the US has selected
India as a partner of choice
and invested in its military
and economic prowess.
Regrettably, the interna-
tional community has
failed to condemn India
for its illegal actions in
J&K, ostensibly to protect
their economic and com-
mercial interests in the
large Indian market.
These developments
have been resented in Pa-
kistan, where for centuries,
the people of Pakistan, es-
pecially northern Punjab,
and the people of Kash-
mir have lived together,
bound by ties of faith and
culture. Pakistan had,
therefore, reacted to the
Aug 5 action by lowering
the level of diplomatic
representation and stop-
ping bilateral trade.
Where do we go from
here? The issue of J&K is
connected to the state of

bilateral ties between In-
dia and Pakistan. Both
countries have been es-
tranged neighbours for
the past seven decades.
Since 2016, there have
been no formal contacts
between the two coun-
tries, often described as
‘no-contact warfare’ by
India against Pakistan.

Despite Pakistan’s
consistent desire for
good-neighbourly ties,
India continues to exhibit
animosity. It has discour-
aged even sporting con-
tacts, when it obliged its
cricket team not to visit
Pakistan for the Asian
Cup, whereas the Paki-
stani team visited India for
the World Cup. India has
also paralysed Saarc,
probably because it
thinks this forum might be
used by South Asian
countries to join hands to
counter-balance India.

This state of affairs
does not augur well for
peace in South Asia.
Many scholars and former
diplomats argue that India
can neither isolate Paki-
stan nor make it irrelevant.
It would be in the interest
of both countries to shun
mutual hostility and em-
brace a peaceful coexist-
ence. An opening might
arise after elections in
both countries in 2024.
The two countries could
start with small steps to
enhance mutual confi-
dence, such as making the
visa regime easier, promot-
ing religious tourism, en-
couraging people-to-
people contact, and re-
starting bilateral trade.

There have been
suggestions that the two
governments find an
equivalent of the four-
point formula of 2007 to
help resolve this long-
standing conflict. Mean-
while, Pakistan should
maintain its support for
the right of the people of
J&K to self-determina-
tion. Subject to the final
settlement of the dispute,
Pakistan should also grant
Gilgit-Baltistan the status
of a provisional province
in response to the desire
of GB’s elected assembly.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

Pak economic landscape
undergoing transformation
due to SIFC: coordinator

LAHORE (APP):
Coordinator for Minister of
State and Federal Tax
Ombudsman Meher
Kashif Younis said on
Sunday Pakistan’s
economic landscape had
undergone a remarkable
transformation, largely
because of establishment of
the Special Investment
Facilitation = Council
(SIFC), which had
successfully attracted
foreign direct investment.

Speaking as the
keynote speaker at a
seminar on “The Impact of
SIFC on  Pakistan
Economy”, held under the
aegis of Gold Ring

Economic Forum, a
strategic think tank, he said
the initiative holds
immense significance,
particularly in the realm of
FDI as the SIFC effectively
engages with various
countries and was fully
committed to ensuring
investment flows into
country. He said its
manifesto included foreign
investment with a long-
term goal of touching
$60bn in five years and
eventually achieving the
target of $100bn.

He said: “We need
consistency in economic,
fiscal, trade polices and
close collaboration w1th

mini

local and  foreign
stakeholders for attracting
investments.” He said it
was good omen that Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait
and Qatar had signed
multi-billion dollar
agreements for the foreign
direct investment (FDI),
depicting tremendous
response to the SIFC.
which was likely to
increase substantially from
January next. He said these
agreements encompass
investment cooperation
across diverse sectors such
as energy, port operations,
waste water treatment,
food security, logistics,
d aviation

sectors. Meher said the
International Finance
Corporation (IFC), in
collaboration with the
Board of Investment (Bol),
had also introduced an
ambitious investment plan
to inject more than $1.5bn
in Pakistan’s economy
through both short- and
long-term planning. He
said economic partnership
between China and
Pakistan had also been
reinforced by inking 20
agreements and
memorandums of
understanding (MoUs)
under the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI)
cooperation.

Committee Chowk area in the city.

RAWALPIN DI: Alarge numbers of people are busy is buylng Vegetables in Sunday weekly Bazar at

ISLAMABAD: An elderly labourer cuttmg wood mto pleces for sellmg
purpose at his workplace.

PFC to attend
London expo, boosting
trade opportunities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Chief Executive
Officer of the Pakistan
Furniture Council (PFC),
Mian Kashif Ashfaq,
announced on Sunday that
a PFC delegation would
participate in the three-day
London Expo starting on
March 25 to explore new
markets and promote
bilateral trade.

Talking to a visiting
delegation of the UK-based
Pak origin business

community led by
Muhammad Arbab Khan,
President of the Pak-
British Friendship Council
North West Chapter UK,
he said that the primary
purpose of this visit was
to explore and enhance the
possibilities of expanding
trade relations, fostering
collaboration, and
identifying potential

investment avenues
between our two
countries.

Means of
production
prices mostly

rise in China

BEIJING (Xinhua/APP):
Most of the capital goods
monitored by China’s
statistical authorities
registered higher prices in
mid-December compared
with early December,

official data showed
Sunday.
Of'the 50 major goods

classified in nine categories,
including seamless steel
tubes, gasoline, coal,
fertilizer, and some
chemicals, 29 reported
higher prices in the period.

PCMEA terms launching
of EXIM bank inevitable
to boost exports

LAHORE (INP): The
Pakistan Carpet
Manufacturers and

Exporters Association
(PCMEA) has welcomed
the establishment of the
country’s first Export-
Import EXIM Bank and
expressed the hope that
the establishment of a
special bank will increase
exports and also help to get
access to new international

markets.
Senior Vice
Chairman of the

Association  Usman
Ashraf, Chairman of
Carpet Training Institute
(CTI) Ijazur Rehman,
Senior Central Leader
Abdul Latif Malik,
Senior Member Riaz
Ahmed, Shahid Hasan
Sheikh, Major (Rtd) Akhtar
Nazir and Saced Khan said
in their joint statement said
that the availability of credit
insurance and guarantee
services will solve a major
problem  faced by
exporters.

Wheat cultivation in
Balochistan completed
over 0.94 million acres

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The wheat crop has been
sown across more than
22.14 million acres of land
in various crop-growing
regions during the current
Rabi season in order to
meet staple food
requirements as well as to
maintain strategic reserves
throughout the year. The
crop sowing targets for the
current season (2023-24)
were fixed at 22.23 million

acres as the cultivation
targets achieved by 99.63
per cent, said Food
Security Commissioner
Imtiaz Ali Gopang on
Friday.

The crop sowing was
in full swing across the
wheat-producing areas in
the country as Punjab
Province has surpassed its
wheat sowing targets and
completed cultivation of
over 103.08 per cent of

areas against the set targets,
he added.

The Punjab, which is
the largest wheat-
producing province of the
country, has completed
crop sowing over 16.48
million acres as compared
to the fixed targets of 16.00
million acres during the
current season, he said
adding that more areas to
come under crop cultivation
during the days to come.

Expanding tax base — A panacea to overcome budget deficit

ISLAMABAD (APP): At
a time when country’s
economy is facing multi-
faceted challenges, the
caretaker government has
embarked upon an
ambitious plan for
restructuring and reforming
the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR).

With its special focus
on broadening the tax base,
boosting tax t