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KARACHI: Caretaker Chief Minister Sindh Justice Maqbool Baqar presides
over the meeting regarding Safe City Project.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar in a meeting with a delegation of
Industrialists and Businessmen from Karachi held in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari installed the portrait of
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto in Shahada Gallery of
Interior Ministry during his visit, in Islamabad.

KARACHI: Caretaker Sindh Information Minis-
ter, Ahmad Shah along with others addresses to
media persons during press conference held at
Sindh Assembly building in Karachi.

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf interacts with the troops and of-
ficers during his visit onboard PN Fleet Units, at
PN Dockyard in Karachi.

HYDERABAD: Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) Chairperson, Dr. Muhammad
Amjad Saqib visiting the Dynamic Registration
Center in Hyderabad.

Rules out any negotiations

PM asks terrorists to make
‘unconditional surrender

Says no person would be allowed to take the law into his hands, only the State
had the legitimate right to use armed power through its security forces

‘Travesty of justice’:

Pakistan rejects Indian
SC’s verdict on Kashmir
India has no right to make unilateral
decisions on the status of this disputed

territory against the will of the Kashmiri
people and Pakistan: FM Jilani

CM forms technical body to
evaluate rates of Karachi Safe
City project equipment, software

Concept of book bank being
introduced in schools to meet

shortage of books: Rana

Bilawal says

Wall of Martyrs - a good
initiative to remember

sacrifices of martyred heroes

Chairman BISP orders strict
measures against individuals
involved in fund deductions

President strongly rejects
Indian SC verdictThree killed

in clash over
land dispute

KARACHI (APP): Three
individuals lost their lives
in a confrontation between
two factions sparked by a
land dispute. The clash
erupted near the Umar Bin
Khattab Mosque in Machar
Colony, with a property
disagreement fueling the
conflict. During the en-
counter, a man identified as
Siraj, also known as Siraji,
and his two associates were
killed.

Law enforcement
swiftly responded to the
situation after receiving the
report. The Assistant Su-
perintendent of Police
(ASP) from the Kemari Di-
vision and the Station
House Officer (SHO) from
Docks arrived at the scene
accompanied by personnel,
securing the area.

Naval Chief visits Coastal &
Creeks areas, PN Ships to review

operational preparedness
Customs authorities get
smuggle, seize vehicles

themselves: SC

PM orders competitive
electricity rates for industries
to promote trade activity

Pakistan again
in state of war
due to lack of
continuity of

policies: Bugti
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Federal Interior
Minister Sarfraz Bugti re-
iterating the government’s
resolve to rid the country
of the scourge of terrorism
has said that Pakistan had
won the battle against the
menace but due to lack of
continuity of policies, it
was again in the state of
war.

Addressing the swear-
ing-in ceremony of the 39th
batch of police constables
at the Police Lines
Islamabad on Monday, he
said that it was not a war of
the Pakistan Army and the
civil armed forces but that
of the State.

No hurdle
in holding
elections

in-time: Solangi
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi on Mon-
day said that there was no
hurdle in holding the gen-
eral elections in the coun-
try in accordance with the
schedule issued by the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP).

Speaking in a private
news channel talk show, he
said that the announcement
for the election date should
end all the speculations.

Dr. Nadeem says
Thankful to
WHO, other

stakeholders for
humanitarian
aid in Gaza

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health Dr. Nadeem Jan
has said that we are thank-
ful to World Health Orga-
nization and other stake-
holders for providing health
services to war affected
people in Gaza.

He was addressing the
participants of a special
meeting of the Executive
Board of World Health Or-
ganization held here on
Monday to discuss the
health situation in Pales-
tine. Dr. Nadeem Jan said
that the risk of infectious
diseases in the war affected
area was increasing.

Pakistan supports
consistent and reliable safe
routes for humanitarian aid,
including medical supplies
and their delivery to war
affected people in Gaza, he
added.

Nawaz vows to
put country on

road to progress
LAHORE (INP): Former
prime minister Nawaz
Sharif has said time has
come to put Pakistan on the
road to progress.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
PML-N meeting in Lahore
on Monday.

Sharif highlighted the
need for national unity and
emphasised the responsibil-
ity of overcoming self-in-
terest for the greater good.

Addressing the PML-
N’s ticket contenders, Sharif
recounted the past achieve-
ments and expressed con-
cerns over the halted journey
of development. He called for
merit-based ticket allocations
and stressed the importance
of serving the nation above
personal interests.

Possibility of
coalition govt,

Nawaz not
fond to run it:
Danesh Kumar
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Balochistan Awami Party
(BAP) Senator Danesh
Kumar has said that there
was possibility of coalition
government in the govern-
ment but it was not nature
of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif to
appropriately deal with the
coalition partners.

Talking to a private Tv
channel on Monday, he said
that Nawaz Sharif might be
desirous to become the next
prime minister but politi-
cal party seems to get
simple majority in 2024
general elections.

Danesh Kumar
claimed that there would
be a coalition government
in Pakistan after the gen-
eral elections and Nawaz
Sharif was not fond of
‘running’ it.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday warned terrorist
groups in the country to
make an “unconditional
surrender”, saying the State
would not negotiate with
them.

“The State will not
show any leniency to-
wards the terrorists who
committed violence and
killed innocent citizens,”
he said in an interaction

with the families of mar-
tyrs here at the Interior
Ministry, where he earlier
launched the country’s
new visa policy.

PM Kakar categori-
cally said that no person
would be allowed to take
the law into his hands, add-
ing that only the State had
the legitimate right to use
armed power through its
security forces.

“No one should have
any doubt about the stance

of the State against terror-
ists,” he said. “All organs
of the State have the clarity
to remain persistent against
militancy.”

He said any damage
incurred in the past by giv-
ing a lenient space to the
militants would be miti-
gated.

The prime minister
said if someone wanted to
denounce terrorism must
seek forgiveness from the
families of the martyrs,

who had paid the ultimate
price.

“We cannot compen-
sate those who lost their
loved ones, but can make a
gesture to acknowledge and
honour their invaluable sac-
rifices,” he added.

PM Kakar said the re-
ward for the martyrs’ souls
rested with Allah Almighty,
however, it was the respon-
sibility of the society to
honour them with a distin-
guished status.

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (Retd) Maqbool
Baqar presided over a deci-
sive meeting on the Karachi
Safe City Project here at
CM house on Monday and
in principle, approved the
project subject to the ratio-
nalization of the rates of
different equipment and
software and the payment
of taxes.

“I want to start work
on the much delayed and
needed project, but as the
custodian of public funds,
it is my responsibility to

ensure transparent utiliza-
tion. Therefore, the NRTC
must satisfy me and my
team regarding the esti-
mates,” he said and consti-
tuted a technical committee
under Secretary Home Iqbal
Memon to evaluate equip-
ment prices and compare
them with the market price.

The committee would
select its technical members
from universities, and they
would be empowered to de-
lete duplications and insert
missing items. However, the
Chairman of P&D, Shakil
Mangnejo, would continue

his sessions with the NRTC
team on different compo-
nents of the project and their
prices. The chief minister
discussed every item and its
cost with the NRTC repre-
sentatives, and they agreed
to reduce the cost of the
equipment and software and
delete the items included in
duplication.

“In principle, we have
decided to approve the PC-
I [by the P&D], but even
then, a technical committee,
to be selected from the uni-
versities’ experts headed by
the Home Secretary.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday directed to intro-
duce competitive electricity
rates for industries to ben-
efit the common man and
promote trade activity in
the country.

In a meeting with a
delegation of industrialists
and businessmen from
Karachi, he said the govern-
ment was taking every pos-
sible step to boost trade in
the country.

The prime minister
also ordered the finance
minister and power minis-
ter to devise a strategy for
the gas prices in consulta-
tion with industrialists.

He said the govern-
ment was taking steps to
expand tax-net and em-
phasized the role of the
business community in

that regard.
PM Kakar mentioned

that the government was
working on bringing insti-
tutional reforms for the
welfare of the masses and
restoration of economy.

The delegation com-
prised Chairman Business-
men Group Zubair
Motiwala, Chief Coordina-
tor Industrial Forum
Muhammad Javed
Balwani, Patron-in-chief
Lasbela Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries
Maqsood Ismail, former
Chairman All Pakistan Tex-
tile Processing Mills Asso-
ciation Saleem Parekh, Pa-
tron-in-chief Bin Qasim
Association of Trade and
Industries Mian
Muhammad Ahmed, and
President North Karachi
Association of Trade and
Industries Faisal Moiz.

KARACHI (INP): Chief of
the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf on Monday
visited Creeks and Coastal
Areas and PN Ships to re-
view operational prepared-
ness and combat readiness
of the units.

Upon arrival at Creeks
Brigade Sujawal, a compre-
hensive operational brief
was presented to CNS on
prevailing threat environ-
ment and defences of
Creeks Area. During the
visit at forward posts,
CNS interacted with offic-
ers and men and appreci-
ated their readiness to re-
spond any misadventure
by the adversary.

On the second leg of
his visit, Chief of the Na-
val Staff arrived at PNS
AKRAM at Gwadar and
interacted with the troops
deployed for the security
of Gwadar Port. He also
visited Jinnah Naval Base,

Pakistan Navy Hospital
Dar Maanjah and Cadet
College at Ormara.

Later on, Chief of the
Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf arrived on
PN Ships at PN Dockyard
Karachi to review the op-
erational preparedness and
combat readiness of PN
surface ships.

During interactions
with troops at Creeks and
Coastal Areas and onboard
ships, Chief of the Naval
Staff expressed satisfac-
tion on operational readi-
ness of deployed ele-
ments. He also appreci-
ated the professional
prowess and dedication of
officers and men in ensur-
ing impregnable defence
of the motherland in chal-
lenging harsh environment
of Creeks and Coastal Ar-
eas and amidst prevailing
regional challenges in mari-
time domain.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Monday visited
‘Wall of Martyrs’ at the
Interior Ministry and com-
mended the step to remem-
ber the sacrifices of the
martyred heroes.

Talking to the media
after hoisting the picture of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto at ‘The Wall
of Martyrs’, Bilawal said
he was grateful to Caretaker
Interior Minister Sarfaraz
Bugti for the initiative.

“The ‘Wall of Mar-
tyrs’ is an initiative we ap-
preciate, as it has
immortalised the sacrifices
of the martyrs,” he added.

The martyrs of the
country, he said, included

politicians, policemen, law-
yers, judges, and the army
soldiers, who had been a
target of terrorism and they
all rendered great sacrifices.

As a result of their
struggle, peace was
achieved and terrorism was
eradicated from the coun-
try, he added. Unfortu-
nately, a decision was later
taken which undermined
the efforts of the martyrs.

Bilawal Bhutto said
when the transition of
power was taken place in
Afghanistan, a decision that
was taken without the in-
put of the Parliament or the
people, allowed for engage-
ment with the very terror-
ists who had been defeated
by the police, army and
public.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Education Min-
ister Rana Hussain on
Monday said that the con-
cept of a book bank is be-
ing introduced in schools to
meet the shortage of books.

She expressed these
views while addressing a
joint press conference along
with the Sindh Caretaker
Minister for Information,
Minority Affairs, and So-
cial Protection Muhammad
Ahmad Shah at the Sindh
Assembly Committee

Room here. Secretary
School Education Shireen
Narejo, Secretary College
Education Sadaf Anees
Shaikh, Secretary Informa-
tion Sindh Nadeemur
Rehman Memon and oth-
ers were also present.

Rana Hussain said that
after the recruitment of
teachers in Sindh, the prob-
lem of shortage of teachers
has been solved, which has
helped in the restoration of
educational activities in
schools in remote areas.

HYDERABAD (APP):
The Chairperson Benazir
Income Support Program
Dr. Muhammad Amjad
Saqib on Monday said that
strict actions against offi-
cials will be taken if com-
plaints about deductions
from the beneficiary’s funds
are reported.

He expressed these
views while talking to the
media during his visit to
the office of Benazir Dy-

namic Survey in
Hyderabad and during a
meeting with representa-
tives of all talukas, dis-
tricts and divisions of
BISP Sindh and other rel-
evant officials at Jamia
Madina Masjid.

He said that through
the BISP every possible
support is being given to
the deserving, poor, needy
and families living below
the poverty line.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan on Monday cat-
egorically rejected the
judgement, announced by
the Supreme Court of India
on the status of Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), terming
it “another manifestation of
the pliant judiciary under
India’s ruling dispensa-
tion.”

Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani, during a press
conference at the Ministry

of Jammu and Kashmir,
termed Jammu and Kash-
mir an ‘internationally-rec-
ognized dispute, which re-
mained on the agenda of the
UN Security Council for
over seven decades.”

Jilani said the final dis-
position of Jammu and
Kashmir was to be made in
accordance with relevant
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions and as
per the aspirations of
Kashmiri people.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday strongly rejected
the Indian Supreme Court’s
(ISC) decision to uphold the
revocation of the special
status of the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJ&K).

He expressed dismay
over the decision, saying the
Indian judiciary had suc-
cumbed to the fascist
Hindutva ideology giving
decisions suited to the In-
dian government.

He added that such

decisions could not legiti-
mize the occupation of
IIOJ&K by India as the
Jammu and Kashmir issue
was an internationally rec-
ognized dispute that re-
mained on the agenda of the
UN Security Council for
over seven decades.

While condemning the
decision, the president said
that it was unfortunate that
Indian courts had a history
of giving decisions against
Muslims as in the cases of
Babri Masjid, Samjhuta
Express.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa has re-
marked Customs Authori-
ties get smuggle the vehicles
themselves and then get
them seize themselves. He
further remarked this truck
is not a match box that Cus-
toms authorities are ignorant
of it came from what way.

He gave these remarks
while hearing the case of
seizing of smuggled truck
by KP customs authorities
here Monday. The CJP
while rejecting customs ap-
peal reprimanded counsel
for customs.

The CJP remarked you
are neither giving arguments
in the court nor are talking of

law. The vehicle was seized
inside 400 kilometers away
from Peshawar border with-
out the knowledge of cus-
toms authorities. He ob-
served customs authorities
get smuggle the vehicles by
taking  money and then they
get seize them by them-
selves.

The CJP remarked as
to why the inquiry should
not be got conducted
against customs depart-
ment. Truck was manufac-
tured in 1996 and was
seized in 2016. Where it
kept on running for 22
years. See in Peshawar how
the vehicles are smuggled.
As to why Collector cus-
toms be not summoned.
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Future plans
Nawaz Sharif is planning ahead. Perhaps confi-
dent of his chances in the next election, he seems
keen to want to avoid the run-ins he has had with
security establishments during past stints in
power.

In general, it seems like he wants to take a
strong stance on civilian supremacy and wants
some guarantees that he will be able to run the
country unhindered this time around. It is a care-
fully calculated power move.

The state seems to have all but run out of
options, and Mr Sharif is leveraging the opportu-
nity to push back on the issues that are most
important to him. For example, he has repeatedly
tested the waters by reiterating his demand for
the accountability of those who ‘conspired’, in
his view, to push him out of power in 2017.

Demanding such accountability just months
ago could have rapidly backfired on the PML-N.
Younger brother Shehbaz Sharif would always be
quick to soothe nerves each time Mr Sharif publicly
put forth this demand.

Not so more recently, while Mr Sharif has gradu-
ally grown more insistent on this ‘accountability
drive’. “Who ruined the country? Who brought the
country to this point today? Why are the poor starv-
ing today? […] All these things are eating up the
country,” Mr Sharif noted while addressing party
leaders on Friday.

On Saturday, with Shehbaz Sharif by his side,
he went further, “Those who have brought the coun-
try to this point, they should also be held account-
able. They should be asked how you meted out
such treatment [to] this country.”

In the same gathering, the former prime minis-
ter also defended his position on the Kargil issue,
while stressing the need to improve ties with
neighbouring countries, especially India.

He also recalled the visits of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 1999 and Narendra Modi in 2015, rhe-
torically asking if anyone had come to Pakistan be-
fore them. It was clear that the thrice-ousted prime
minister was keen to assert himself from the outset
this time around.

It is encouraging to see that Nawaz Sharif re-
mains committed to a strong civilian government
and an independent foreign policy, and he is fully
entitled, as a former chief executive, to pursue ac-
countability and push the overreaching arms of the
state back into their respective domains.

However, Mr Sharif should perhaps not con-
sider himself the ‘ideal’ candidate just yet. It is clear
that he still has a weak understanding of the Paki-
stani economy, which seems heavily influenced by
the thoroughly discredited ideas of Ishaq Dar.

Therefore, while his ideas about civilian su-
premacy and assertive policymaking are commend-
able, until both he and his party figure out what
good fiscal management entails, there is not much
they can offer inflation-weary Pakistanis desperate
for growth and meaningful change.

Taxing agri incomes

Aijaz A. Nizamani

Pakistan’s inability to gen-
erate enough revenue
means it invariably finds
itself at the mercy of inter-
national lenders. Currently,
we are signatories to an
IMF deal that binds the
government to increase
overall revenue generation
and improve the tax-to-
GDP ratio which, in our
case, is among the lowest
in the world. This cannot
be possible unless the
state starts taxing all sec-
tors of the economy equi-
tably. This includes the ru-
ral sector, where great po-
tential lies in efficiently tax-
ing agricultural
output.Agriculture ac-
counts for about one-fifth
of Pakistan’s $350 billion
economy. If the sector was
contributing its fair share,
a fifth of the current year’s
tax collection target of
Rs9,415bn would be com-
ing from farm output.
However, actual collection
is a tiny fraction of the
ideal amount. There is a
need to correct the com-
mon misconception that
agriculture is exempt from
income tax. It is not. In-
come from agriculture is
taxed like any other in-
come as per the Income
Tax Ordinance, 2001. The
only difference is that this
tax is collected by provin-
cial authorities and not
the Federal Board of Rev-
enue. Farmers and other
interest groups advance
various arguments
against agriculture in-
come taxes. They gener-
ally feel that since they
are already heavily taxed
indirectly, they should
not be made to pay in-
come taxes as well. They
also complain of con-
trolled commodity prices,
which is an implicit tax on
their incomes. However,
while such complaints are
not unreasonable, the

doubling of wheat prices
in 2022 has rendered price
controls ineffective. In
any case, other com-
modities like cotton and
rice are free for export; in
fact, the latter is encour-
aged for export under
government policy.
Sugar, among the major
crops, is the only excep-
tion. It remains subject to
strict government con-
trols and usually faces
export restrictions. To
offset this, sugar import
is heavily taxed in order
to benefit local industry
and large farmers.

Many tax experts
feel agricultural taxes are
unenforceable due to a
lack of documentation of
the economy and its vast
geographic spread. Per-
haps this is the reason
why our colonial over-
lords levelled presump-
tive taxes on agricultural
revenue and based it on
land rental value instead
of actual production or
productivity potential.
However, assuming there
is sufficient commitment
at the policy level, taxing
agriculture should no
longer be an issue in the
age of satellite imagery
and machine-learning
technologies. In fact,
farmers should advocate
for such an approach if
they want agriculture in
Pakistan to formally be
considered part of the
larger economy and
documented as a part of
national supply chains.

It is preposterous
that agricultural revenue
collection is still done
manually by revenue
staff as it was 100 years
ago. In the prevailing
system, if  someone
does not pay or is over-
charged, there is no way
of monitoring or to re-
dress the injustice.
Therefore, the time has
come for the entire sys-
tem to be modernised.
In this regard, the lead
has to come from the
IMF, international lend-
ers and bilateral do-
nors, as our domestic
system seems too sub-
servient to vested inter-
ests which are unlikely

to allow tech-enabled
transparency in the
farm and rural econo-
mies.

International lend-
ers and development
partners should pro-
vide grants to digitalise
the farmlands and make
land records easily
searchable. As a sec-
ond step, all imagery of
farmlands should be
made available year-
round to individual
farmers (irrespective of
their landholding size)
as well as to the gov-
ernment. The imagery
service should enable
farmers to assess the
condition of their crop
on a periodic basis (ide-
ally, daily), and help the
government monitor
and aggregate crop
data. This will greatly
help the government in
its tax collection, as not
much can be hidden in
this digital age. Lastly,
machine-learning can
help the government
and farmers interpret
this satellite imagery in
depth and even assess
the yield potential of
various crops at the
time of harvesting if the
systems used to
analyse the imagery are
properly trained in this
task.

Given Pakistan’s re-
source constraints, agri-
cultural taxation as well as
fiscal transfers need to be
technology-based. At the
farmer level, those who
refuse to pay taxes must
be penalised, for example
by not being able to sell
or gift their property to fel-
low family members with-
out first clearing their
dues with the govern-
ment. This is only possible
when farm and land
records are diligently
digitalised. Technology
will also help net the large
farmers, who account for
merely four per cent of all
cultivators but own nearly
40pc of all farmland. It will
help recover hundreds of
billions of rupees in agri
income tax while also en-
abling modernisation of
farming practices.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Conflict and climate

Huma Yusuf

Promises are meant to be
broken. That’s why we
should respond to the out-
come of COP28 with a
healthy dose of scepti-
cism. The headlines will
focus on the language
agreed regarding the fate
of fossil fuels: ‘abate’,
‘phase down’, ‘phase out’.
Whatever the agreement,
it is unlikely to be fettered
with concrete targets or
firm deadlines and will rely
on fantasies of how
quickly we can scale car-
bon capture technologies.
In all scenarios, you can
expect the ongoing, un-
apologetic use of fossil fu-
els.

But let’s not fully dis-
miss COP28 yet. In other
areas, the summit has been
more productive. Foremost
among these is the new
Declaration on Climate,
Relief, Recovery and
Peace, which calls for
“bolder collective action to
build climate resilience …
in highly vulnerable coun-
tries and communities,
particularly those threat-
ened or affected by fragil-
ity or conflict”.

Seven out of 10 of
the most climate-vulner-
able countries are also
ranked as fragile states.
COP28’s focus on inter-
sections between climate
and security is thus a wel-
come addition. The dec-
laration enshrines a two-
fold recognition: one, that
climate change exacer-
bates security challenges;
two, that state fragility
and conflict impede cli-
mate adaptation and miti-
gation efforts. This is a
vicious circle, leaving the
most vulnerable further
exposed to both violence
and climate risk. These
topics have relevance to
Pakistan. According to
the Pakistan Institute for

Conflict and Security
Studies, our country wit-
nessed a 34 per cent in-
crease in militant attacks
in November as compared
to the previous month,
bringing the number of
attacks this year until Nov
30 to 599. Security con-
cerns are also cited as the
reason why Pakistan is ex-
pelling undocumented
Afghans in a controver-
sial move. Though under-
researched, there can be
no doubt that cycles of
drought and flooding in
Pakistan and Afghanistan
are exacerbating these
trends.

The links between cli-
mate change and security
challenges are increasingly
better understood. Until
now, the focus has prima-
rily been on resource com-
petition, the idea that food
and water scarcity drives
competition between dif-
ferent groups (for example,
Kenya’s herders, farmers
and conservancy owners)
leading to conflict. But
other factors are at play
too.

In an article titled
How Climate Change
Helps Violent Non-State
Actors, Noah Gordon un-
derscores how climate
change undermines state
legitimacy by reducing
states’ capacity for ser-
vice delivery and creating
more space for non-state
actors. Gordon discusses
how the spread of inhos-
pitable environments, par-
ticularly in agricultural
economies, will lead to
farmers being desperate
and more susceptible to
militant recruitment. He
also points out how cli-
mate migration will in-
crease the demand for il-
licit activities such as
people smuggling, which
will provide militant
groups with a new fund-
ing stream. Most impor-
tantly, climate injustice
post-disasters will further
weaken state legitimacy
and spread anger that
can be channelled
through non-state actors’
narratives. There is also
growing awareness that
climate disasters distract
security forces from their

prime aims as they are in-
creasingly pulled into res-
cue and reconstruction
efforts. This year, from
Spain to the US and East
Africa, militaries were in-
volved in responses to
wildfires and floods, tap-
ping resources and block-
ing capacity in unpredict-
able ways. In this context,
Nato Secre-t-a--ry General
Jens Stoltenberg said at
COP28 that climate
change would be at the
top of Nato’s agenda and
that member states would
be more cautious about
considering issues such
as food and energy
sec-urity while support-
ing the just transition.

Including a climate
lens to security
policymaking is arguably
more easily achievable
than ensuring that inse-
cure areas receive ad-
equate access to climate
finance and adaptation
and mitigation initiatives.
A UNEP report released
ahead of COP28 found
that there is an adaptation
finance gap in low-income
countries of between $215
billion and $387bn per
year, at least 50pc larger
than thought. The issue
is worse in fragile and
conflict-affected areas,
due to concerns about
funding flows and project
viability in these areas.

Given that Pakistan is
eyeing Loss and Damage
Fund support to build cli-
mate resilience, including
in many parts of the coun-
try that would be
categorised as fragile or
conflict-hit, we should
pay close attention to the
plans for better partnering
with local governments
and community networks,
such as schools and
NGOs, to deliver climate
finance in difficult con-
texts, groups that are sadly
disempowered in our politi-
cal set-up. Ultimately, vul-
nerable countries them-
selves will also have to play
a role in tackling the vicious
cycle of climate and secu-
rity by improving demo-
cratic norms and
prioritising climate-related
concerns.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Kakar chairs a meeting regarding uninterrupted
supply of Urea fertilizer to the farmers on Government control rate.

BEIJING: Commerce Minister Dr. Gohar Ejaz meeting Zhang Xinmin,
Chairman of the China Chamber of Commerce for Import and Export of
Textiles (CCCT).

PM directs to ensure supply of
urea fertilizer on controlled rates

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday directed the
departments concerned to
prepare and submit an
action plan immediately
for uninterrupted supply
of urea fertilizer on priority
basis.

He also ordered to
ensure its availability to the
farmers at government
controlled rate and submit
a report in this regard by
tomorrow (Tuesday).

“To ensure
uninterrupted supply of
urea fertilizer during crop
sowing, a comprehensive

framework should be
prepared and presented in
consultation with the
provinces and the relevant
industry,” he said while
chairing an emergency
review meeting regarding
demand and supply, and
price of urea fertilizer in the
country.

During the meeting,
the prime minister asked
the district administrations
to take immediate action
against the hoarders of the
fertilizer, and identify and
punish those responsible.

He said the
government subsidy on
urea fertilizer must reach

the deserving farmers.
The prime minister

directed the Ministry of
Industry and the Ministry
of Food Security to
provide the production and
supply statistics of urea
fertilizer to the provincial
governments, and ensure
coordination in operations
against its hoarders.

He said the
transportation of fertilizer
should be monitored at all
provincial borders, while
ensuring that no hurdle
was made in its supply to
meet the provincial
requirements.

He said all the

provinces should bear the
burden of subsidy on urea
fertilizer in proportion to
their consumption.

Earlier,  a detailed
briefing was given in the
meeting on the recent
production, demand and
supply of urea fertilizer to
farmers in the country. The
meeting was told that the
production and stock of
urea in the country was
sufficient for the wheat
crop, whereas 220,000
metric tons was being
imported for buffer stock,
and its first consignment
would would reach
Pakistan by next week.

ADB approves $155m to help
boost Pak women’s access to finance

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has approved
$155.5 million in financing
for Pakistan that will
support policy reforms
enhancing women’s access
to finance and provide
credit to women-led micro,
small, and medium-sized
enterprises.The financing
comprises a $100 million
policy-based loan that
supports legal and
regulatory reforms that
will help women to better
access finance; a $50
million financial
intermediation loan that
will enable participating
financial institutions to

lend to women
entrepreneurs; and a $5.5
million grant that will
finance related activities.

“Inclusive, resilient
and sustainable
development cannot be
achieved if women do not
have equal economic
opportunities and
benefits,” said ADB
Director General for
Central and West Asia
Yevgeniy Zhukov.

“ADB’s new program
will help transform
Pakistan’s current
financing ecosystem to
help women to access
much-needed finance and
empower them to boost

their livelihoods while
contributing significantly
to the economy,” Zhukov
added. According to ADB
press statement received
here Monday, female labor
force participation in
Pakistan currently stands
at about 23%. The country
also has among the lowest
rates of women’s
entrepreneurship in the
world at 4% of female
working age adults. While
Pakistan’s financial
inclusion has been
improving, women are
increasingly left behind
with a large gender finance
gap which currently stands
at 34%.

Gohar Ejaz holds meetings
with Chinese businessman

to boost trade ties
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister of Commerce Dr
Gohar Ejaz, who is leading
a 20-member delegation to
China, on Monday held
meetings with Chinese
businessman and exporters
to boost trade and remove
trade imbalances.

The minister met
Chairman of the China
Chamber of Commerce for
Import and Export of
Textiles (CCCT) Zhang
Xinmin, and President of

the COFCO Group Luan
Richeng - a key player in
China’s food processing
sector, a Commerce
Ministry press release
said.

“The meetings denote
the pivotal part of
Pakistan’s strategy to
augment non-textile exports,
leveraging the strength of
COFCO Group’s position
as China’s largest food
processor, manufacturer, and
trader,” it added.

UAE Ambassador calls
on Privatization Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ambassador of the
United Arab Emirates to
Pakistan Hamad Obaid
Ibrahim Salem Al-Zaabi on
Monday called on the
Caretaker Minister for
Privatisation, Fawad Hasan
Fawad. Issues of mutual
interest and cooperation
came under discussion at
length, said a press release.

The Ambassador
recalled the recent visit to
UAE by Caretaker Prime
Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar as an outstandingly
successful visit and
conveyed the desire of His
Royal Highness Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al

Nahyan to extend full
support and cooperation for
the development of
Pakistan. The envoy
apprised that his
government wants to move
towards the implementation
of recently signed MoUs on
a fast track in order to enable
Pakistan to meet its
economic challenges.

The Ambassador also
complimented the current
government’s policy
initiatives for supporting
economy and investment.
The minister thanked the
ambassador and the UAE
government for their
longstanding and continuous
support for Pakistan.

NBFC posts 35.9%
growth in FY23

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
collective base sector of the
Non-Banking Financial
Sector (NBFC) stood at Rs
2.87 trillion during the fiscal
year 2022-23 as compared
to Rs 2.11 trillion during the
same period of last year,
showing a promising annual
growth of 35.9%.

According to the
annual report issued by the
Security and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), within the NBFC
sector, the Fund
Management segment of
the mutual fund industry
emerges as a key player.

As of June 30, 2023,
the Assets under
Management(AUM) of the
Mutual fund industry stood
at Rs 1,675 billion, showing
substantial growth from Rs
1,281 billion in June 2022,
marking a remarkable
30.8% increase.

The report said that the
surge in AUMS can be
attributed to the prevailing
monetary policy situation, the
major thrust of investment
remained vectored towards
with its flexible product
structure and robust ability to
incorporate dynamic shared
compliant solution.

SCCI, CG agree to
further improve Pak-US
bilateral economic ties
PESHAWAR (INP):
President of the Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) Fuad
Ishaq and Shante Moore,
U.S Consul General in
Peshawar on Monday
agreed on further
improving Pak-US
bilateral trade and
economic relations, besides
development of young
entrepreneurs, enhancing
their abilities and
promotion of exports.

Fuad Ishaq invited
U.S. companies and
investors to invest in
potential sectors in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
through joint ventures to
further cement mutual
trade ties between the two
friendly countries.

According to a press
release issued here, a meeting
was held between the U.S
Consul General in Peshawar
Mr Shante Moore and
prominent members of the
business community in
residence of Mr Ammad
Rasheed, Honorary Consul
General, Republic of Tunisia,
Peshawar, Dean – Honorary
Counselor Corps Peshawar
KP chapter and former senior
vice president of the SCCI.

Rupee sheds
02 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Monday weakened by 02
paise against the US Dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs283.89 against
the previous day’s closing
at Rs283.87.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
Dollar in the open market
stood at Rs284 and
Rs286.5 respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 63 paise to close
at Rs305.36 against the last
day’s closing of Rs305.99,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

PSX loses
211 points

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) witnessed
bearish trend on Monday,
losing 211.31 points, a
negative change of 0.32
percent, closing at 66,012.33
points against 66,223.63
points the previous trading
day. A total of 1,215,932,469
shares valuing Rs.33.423
billion were traded during the
day as compared to
1,329,550,091 shares valuing
Rs.33.377 billion the last day.

Some 386 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 159 of
them recorded gains and
224 sustained losses.
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KARACHI: Police officials carry out the combing
search operation against criminals as security has
been tightened in city due to security reasons at
different areas of Lyari area in Karachi.

18th Karachi International Book
Fair to begin on Dec 14

KARACHI (APP): The 5-
day 18th Karachi Interna-
tional Book Fair (KIBF)
2023 featuring national and
international publishers and
exhibitors will open its door
to the public on December 14,
2023, at Expo Center Karachi.

Besides 150 leading
publishers and booksellers
from Pakistan and 40 exhibi-
tors from 17 countries will
participate in the KIBF be-
ing organized by Pakistan
Publishers and Booksellers
Association from 14 to 18
December, Convener 18th

KIBF, Waqar Mateen Khan
and Chairman Pakistan
Publishers and Booksellers
Association Aziz Khalid
announced at a press con-
ference here on Monday,
along with members of the
managing committee.

They said that Care-

taker Chief Minister Sindh
Justice ® Maqbool Baqir
was invited to inaugurate the
Book Fair while Caretaker
Minister Information, Mi-
nority Affairs and Social Pro-
tection Muhammad Ahmed
Shah was expected to par-
ticipate as Guest of Honor
in the inaugural ceremony.

Karachi International
Book Fair has now achieved
the distinction of being
Pakistan’s largest consumer
and trade fair since its in-
ception in 2005 It brings
together publishing and dis-
tribution houses, domestic
as well as international pub-
lishers, booksellers, librar-
ians, and institutional cus-
tomers on a single platform.

Publishers from Iran,
India, Turkey, Singapore,
China, Malaysia, England,
UAE, and other countries are

attending the Karachi Inter-
national Book Fair where
more than 330 stands display
books on all subjects to dis-
cerning readers including vast
numbers of families, students,
and book lovers from all over
the country, they stated.

Waqar Mateen Khan
hoped that, this year as in the
past, a record-breaking num-
ber of visitors would partici-
pate in the 18th Karachi Inter-
national Book Fair.

Aziz Khalid stressed
that the 18th  edition will be
remarkable and distinctive
as efforts were being made
to establish effective work-
ing relationships with key
international book fairs lead-
ing towards an exchange of
professional expertise for
highlighting the importance
of book fairs at national and
international levels.

Infuriated wife
sends husband to
jail for solemnizing
second marriage
KARACHI (INP): An infu-
riated wife sent her husband
to jail for illegally solemniz-
ing the second marriage in
Karachi on Monday.

Reportedly, a local
court in Karachi heard a case
filed by a Christian woman
against her husband who
contracted a second marriage.

During the hearing, the
petitioner’s lawyer Saleem
Michael said that accused
Joshua could not solemnize
the second marriage under
the Christian Marriage Act.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi offering
Dua after unveiling the plaque of re-construction of Lady Willingdon
Hospital Lahore.

KP govt decides to launch
Khushal KP programme

PESHAWAR (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Justice (Retd) Arshad
Hussain Shah has said that
the government is
determined for the welfare
of the people of the
province in its short
period, saying for this
purpose, a Khushal
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Programme will be
launched soon.

He expressed these
views while presiding over
the 17th meeting of the
caretaker cabinet here on
Monday. Besides,
members of the caretaker
cabinet, Chief Secretary,
Additional Chief Secretary

(P&D), Additional Chief
Secretary (Home & Tribal
Affairs) and administrative
secretaries, other
concerned authorities also
attended the meeting.

Under the proposed
programme, steps would
be taken for the resolution
of financial problems,
bringing improvement in
the law and order situation,
service delivery system,
guaranteeing of good
governance, generation of
employment opportunities
for youth and provision of
maximum facilities to the
people.

The chief minister
said that short-term
measures would be

implemented with
immediate effect while
long-term steps would be
proposed for the upcoming
elected government. A
roadmap would be
provided to the upcoming
elected government, so it
could keep public welfare-
oriented steps continuing.

He appreciated the
efforts of the Chief
Secretary and
administrative secretaries
in the preparation of
Khushal Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Programme.
He said that the Chief
Secretary and his team had
prepared a good and
feasible programme within
a short time.

Governor urges universities
to focus on research &
development activities

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji
Ghulam Ali has highlighted
the critical importance of
education focused on
modern technology along
with mental development
and training of youth.

He emphasized that
educated youth need to
research the proper
utilization of the province’s
natural resources. The

governor expressed these
views as the chief guest at
the 16th Annual Convocation
of the Sarhad University of
Science and Information
Technology. During the
event, degrees were awarded
to 337 male and female
students, with 68
outstanding students
received gold medals.
Governor Ghulam Ali
announced 80 scholarships
for students from the

merged district’s region to
support their education.In
his address, Governor
Ghulam Ali stated that
education must be aligned
with the vision and
research of students for the
progress and prosperity of
the province.

He urged universities
to promote new research
for increased production,
industrial and commercial
development.

Punjab cabinet approves
amendments to Motor

Vehicles Rules
Independent Report

LAHORE: The 34th meet-
ing of the provincial cabi-
net held under the chair of
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi at his office.

The cabinet approved
amendments to the Motor
Vehicles Rules of 1969, ex-
tending legal recognition to
Qingqi rickshaws. These
rickshaws will now be cat-
egorized as three-wheelers,
with the regional transport
authority designated as a
special registration author-
ity for the temporary reg-
istration of existing motor-
cycle rickshaws.

Following temporary
registration, motorcycle
rickshaws will undergo a
four-month window for
specific size and redesign
modifications. Subse-
quently, they can obtain a
registration number from
the excise department upon
the issuance of a fitness cer-
tificate. The CM empha-
sized the need to stream-
line the registration process
and requested the forms to
be prepared in Urdu.

The meeting also sanc-
tioned the permanent forti-
fication of the infrastruc-
ture for 18 major roads.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor,
Haji Ghulam Ali addresses during Annual
Convocation Day ceremony of the Sarhad
University of Science and Information Technology
held at SUSIT in Peshawar.

Minister reviews
proposals to provide

electric bikes to students
Independent Report

LAHORE: Caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Planning and
Development Bilal Afzal,
along with Chairman P&D
Board Iftikhar Ali Sahu,
presided over a meeting to
review proposals from
the committee established
by the Punjab government
to provide electr ic
motorcycles to students,
here on Monday.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
P&D Board Muzaffar
Khan Sial ,  Secretary
Transport ,  Chairman
PITB, Members P&D
Board, and other officials.

Transport Secretary
Ahmed Javed Qazi

provided a comprehensive
briefing during the
meeting, covering various
manufacturers, prices,
and market analysis of
electric bikes.

He elucidated the
proposed entry
conditions for applicants,
detai ls  of the
computerized draw, and
the online application
process faci litated by
PITB.

Addit ionally,  the
Bank of Punjab presented
a briefing on a ‘Post-
Purchase Reimbursement
Model’ for the supply of
electr ic motorcycles,
offering different
proposals for credit value
and discount.

Relief for
Qingqi,

rickshaws
till January 2

LAHORE (APP):  The
Punjab  Transpor t
department has provided
relief to ensure fitness of
‘Qingqi’ and rickshaws
till January 2.

Accord ing to
official sources here on
Monday it was a golden
op por tun i ty fo r
rickshaw owners to get
f i tness  o f  the i r
rickshaws done and get
immunity from fine.
Immunity from fine had
been given till January 2
and fine would be
applicable once the
relaxation date would end.

ANF seizes 1416 kg
drugs in 12 operations
RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting 12
operations across the
country managed to
recover 1416 kg of drugs
and arrested 12 accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on
Monday.

He informed that 500
grams of hashish and three
kg of opium were
recovered from the
possession of three
suspects arrested from a
bus at Chongi number 26,
Islamabad.

18 kg hashish was
recovered from three
suspects coming from
Quetta to Karachi on a bus
intercepted on RCD Road
Hub.

A total of 48 kg

hashish was recovered
from two accused going in
a vehicle and a rickshaw,
netted from Ring Road
Peshawar.

Three kg of heroin,
1370 grams Ice and 7 kg of
200 grams of hashish were
recovered from a house in
Rawat.

950 kg hashish was
recovered from a vehicle
intercepted near Yaro
Chowk Pishin while an
accused was also arrested
during the operation.

55 kg hashish was
recovered from a vehicle
near Jamshoro Toll Plaza
Sukkur and two accused
were arrested. ANF also
recovered 54 kg of hashish
from the possession of an
accused rounded up near
Sher Shah Karachi.

Israeli tanks blast their
way into Khan Yunis

said on Sunday that it had
struck over 250 targets in
the previous 24 hours.

The fighting has
claimed at least 17,700 lives
in Gaza since Oct 7.

Residents of Khan
Yunis said tanks had
reached the main north-
south road through the
middle of Khan Yunis after
intense combat through the
night that had slowed the
Israeli advance from the
east. Warplanes were
pounding the area west of
the assault. The air rumbled
with the constant thud of
explosions and thick col-
umns of white smoke rose
over the city.

Nobel Peace Prize winner
says Iranian people will

prevail against rulers

China’s actions
in S. China

Sea undermine
regional stability,

US says
Monitoring Desk

MANILA: The United
States has called out China
for interfering in the Phil-
ippines’ maritime opera-
tions and undermining re-
gional stability, urging
Beijing to stop “its danger-
ous and destabilising con-
duct” in the South China
Sea. The Philippines and
China have traded accusa-
tions over a ramming inci-
dent during the weekend
while Manila’s vessels were
on a resupply mission to
Second Thomas Shoal.

Monitoring Desk
OSLO: The Iranian people
will ultimately overcome
authoritarianism imposed by
a government that has lost le-
gitimacy and public support,
Nobel Peace Prize winner
Narges Mohammadi said
from prison in a speech read
by her children on Sunday.
The Norwegian Nobel com-
mittee in October awarded the
prize to Mohammadi, 51, for
her non-violent fight “against
oppression of women in Iran”
and the promotion of human

rights for all, in a rebuke to
Tehran’s theocratic leaders.
Her 17-year-old twins Kiana
and Ali Rahmani collected the
prize, a gold medal and di-
ploma, at a ceremony in
Oslo’s City Hall attended by
several hundred guests. The
prize includes a cheque for 11
million Swedish crowns
(about $1 million).

In her speech, sent
from Iran’s notorious Evin
prison, Mohammadi said
continued resistance and
non-violence.

Monitoring Desk
GAZA: Israeli tanks
blasted their way into the
heart of Khan Yunis in the
southern Gaza Strip — the
refuge for hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians who fled
other parts of the enclave
on Tel Aviv’s orders — as
Hamas said Israeli forces
were mounting “very vio-
lent raids”.

At the opposite end of
the Gaza Strip, residents
also described some of the
most intense fighting of the
war so far.

Intense fighting was
reported in Jabalia and
Gaza City’s Shejaiya dis-
trict, while the Israeli army

Gazans say
hunger is growing,
fuelling fears of
exodus into Egypt

Monitoring Desk
GAZA: Fighting between
Israel and Hamas intensified
across Gaza on Monday,
fuelling fears flagged by the
United Nations at the week-
end of a breakdown in pub-
lic order and a mass exodus
of Palestinians into Egypt.

The narrow coastal
strip has been under a full
Israeli blockade since the
start of the conflict more
than two months ago and
the border with Egypt is the
only other way out. Most
of Gaza’s 2.3 million
people have been driven
from their homes.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy speaks with Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban during the inauguration of newly-elected President
Javier Milei, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Boys hold containers while they line up, as dis-
placed Palestinians, who fled their houses due to
Israeli strikes, shelter in a tent camp near the bor-
der with Egypt, amid the ongoing conflict between
Israel and the Palestinian Islamist group Hamas,
in Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip.

France, Germany, Italy
back EU sanctions to

target Hamas
Monitoring Desk

BRUSSELS: France, Ger-
many and Italy called for
the European Union to set
up a special sanctions
scheme to target Hamas as
EU foreign ministers met on
Monday to consider pos-
sible next steps in response
to the Middle East crisis.

Among the possible
measures up for discussion
at the meeting are a crack-
down on Hamas’ finances
and travel bans for Israeli
settlers responsible for vio-
lence in the West Bank.

In a letter to EU for-
eign policy chief Josep
Borrell, the foreign minis-
ters of the bloc’s three big-
gest countries said it was
important the EU take “all

necessary measures against
the terrorist group Hamas
and its supporters”.

“This implies a stron-
ger European commitment
both to combating Hamas’
infrastructure and financial
support, and to isolating
and delegitimising Hamas
internationally, which in no
way represents the Pales-
tinians or their legitimate
aspirations,” said the letter,
seen by Reuters. Hamas is
already listed by the Euro-
pean Union as a terrorist
organisation, meaning any
funds or assets that it has
in the EU should be frozen.

It was not immediately
clear from the brief letter the
details of how sanctions
would be broadened or

tightened. If EU members
agreed in principle, the next
step would be for experts
to draw up the legal frame-
work to figure out which
individuals or entities
would be targeted. The EU
said on Friday it had added
Mohammed Deif, Com-
mander General of the mili-
tary wing of Hamas, and his
deputy, Marwan Issa, to its
list of terrorists under sanc-
tion. It is also considering
adding Hamas Gaza chief
Yahya Sinwar to the list,
according to diplomats.

The letter said a sepa-
rate sanctions scheme tar-
geting Hamas would send a
“strong political message”
about the EU’s commit-
ment against Hamas.

Licypriya Kangujam, an Indigenous climate activ-
ist from India, holds a banner during the United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP28) in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Ukraine allies provide
ships to ward off Russia

in the Black Sea
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: The U.K. and Nor-
way will lead a coalition
aimed at helping Ukraine
secure its maritime export
routes against Russian in-
terference, the U.K.’s Min-
istry of Defence said on
Dec. 11.

The long-term goal is
to help Ukraine transform
its navy to become more
compatible with Western
allies, and to bolster secu-
rity in the Black Sea, the
ministry said. The U.K. is
transferring two
minehunter ships to
Ukraine as a first step.

“The rebuilding of
the Ukrainian Navy has
begun,” U.K. Secretary
for  Defence Gran t
Shapps said in a post on
X. “The U.K. will bring
together our allies in a
new coali t ion to  give
Ukraine the power to rule
the waves.”

The UN says com-
modity shipments in the
Black Sea continue to face
“significant risks” from air
strikes and sea mines, and
several cargo and grain
ships reportedly hit mines
in the area in recent
months.

China’s leaders meet to
discuss growth targets
for 2024, say sources

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China’s leaders
started a closed-door meet-
ing on Monday to discuss
economic targets and map
out stimulus plans for
2024, four sources familiar
with the matter said.

The annual Central
Economic Work Confer-
ence, during which Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and other
top officials chart the
course for the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy next
year, is likely to end on
Tuesday, the sources said.

Investors are closely
watching for clues on next
year’s policy and reform
agenda as China’s economy
has struggled to mount a
strong post-pandemic re-
covery amid the deepening
housing crisis, local govern-
ment debt concerns, slow-
ing global growth and geo-
political tensions. The Po-
litburo, a top decision-mak-
ing body of the ruling Com-
munist Party, said on Fri-
day that fiscal policy
would be moderately
strengthened.

Canada’s surging
cost of living fuels

reverse immigration
Monitoring Desk

TORONTO: The dream of
making it big in Canada is
turning into a battle for sur-
vival for many immigrants
due to the high cost of liv-
ing and rental shortages, as
rising emigration numbers
hint at newcomers being
forced to turn their back on
a country that they chose
to make their adopted
home.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau has made immigra-
tion his main weapon to
blunt Canada’s big challenge
of an aging and slowing
population, and it has also
helped fuel economic
growth. That drove

Canada’s population up at
its fastest clip in more than
six decades this year, Sta-
tistics Canada said.

But now a reversal of
that trend is gradually tak-
ing hold.

In the first six months
of 2023 some 42,000 indi-
viduals departed Canada,
adding to 93,818 people
who left in 2022 and
85,927 exits in 2021, offi-
cial data show.

The rate of immigrants
leaving Canada hit a two-
decade high in 2019, accord-
ing to a recent report from
the Institute for Canadian
Citizenship (ICC), an im-
migration advocacy group.

Big US donors
rally around
Nikki Haley
Monitoring Desk

NEW YORK: A growing
number of US business
lea--ders are rallying
be-hind former South
Carolina governor Nikki
Haley as the Republican
Party’s presidential
hopeful, seeing her as
more stable than rival
Donald Trump, and more
favorable to business in-
terests than incumbent
Joe Biden.

“Even if you’re a
very liberal Democrat, I
urge you: help Nikki
Haley too. Get a choice
on the Republican side
that might be better than
Trump,” said Jamie
Dimon, who as head of
JPMorgan Chase bank is
often seen as one of the
country’s most powerful
CEOs.

For the last month
or so, a growing list of en-
trepreneurs and business
leaders have been lining
up behind Trump’s
former UN ambassador,
stumping for her, swell-
ing her campaign cof-
fers or considering do-
ing so as her standing
in polls strengthens.
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LARKANA: Members of Pakistan Medical Asso-
ciation (PMA) are holding protest demonstration
against Israeli aggression and atrocities on the
Gaza Strip and solidarity with the Palestinians, at
Larkana press club.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar while inaugurating the Martyrs’ Wall
in the Ministry of Interior, placing a portrait of
Shaheed AIG Safwat Ghayur.

KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM-
P) Convener, Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui along with
others addresses to media persons during press
conference, held at MQM-P Central Election Of-
fice located on Shahrah-e-Faisal road in Karachi.

KARACHI: Mayor, Barrister Murtaza Wahab pre-
sides over the district assembly session, held at
Old KMC building in Karachi.

KARACHI: Fine artists busy in painting on walls
to show their skills for the beautification of city,
under supervision of local government department,
located on I.I Chundrigar road in Karachi.

Caretaker Federal Minister for Commerce and Industry, Dr. Gohar Ejaz had useful discussion today with
Chinese MOFCOM Vice Minister Mr. Li Fei in Beijing.

Senate body unanimously passes
resolution condemning Israeli
atrocities against Palestinians

Active role of women
in electoral process

crucial: Solangi

Gilani says:

PPP fully prepared
to contest elections

DC chairs
review meeting
to address city’s

key issues
HYDERABAD (APP): A
review meeting was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Hyderabad Tariq Qureshi to
find out solutions to various
important problems of the
city on the instructions given
by Caretaker Chief Minister
Sindh Justice ® Maqbool
Baqar during his recent visit
to Hyderabad.

President of
Hyderabad Chamber of Small
Traders and Small Industry
(HCSTSI) Muhammad Farooq
Sheikhani, former president
Salim ud Din Qureshi, Aamir
Shahab and Shahid Qaimkhani
of Hyderabad site and repre-
sentatives of “Abad” Zulfiqar
Faroqui, Kashif Shaikh and
Saeed Chauhan attended the
meeting.

Rotavirus claims
600,000 lives annually:

Dr Zulfiqar

Awareness walk held to
mark Anti Corruption Day

Human skeleton
discovered from

a house in
Karachi

KARACHI (INP): A hu-
man skeleton was report-
edly found during the con-
struction of a house located
in Karachi’s Orangi town
area on Monday.

According to the po-
lice statement, the house
owner, Salim Kashmiri,
sold the property to Azeem
a year ago, meanwhile, dur-
ing the construction pro-
cess, Azeem discovered a
human skeleton buried in
one of the rooms of the
house.

The initial reports
suggested that the skeleton
was of a woman who was
buried several years ago,
while the body was
wrapped in a piece of cloth
before being buried.

The police sources
stated that the forensic team
had already taken DNA
samples which will later be
matched with the database.

Friendly relations with
neighboring countries vital
to eradicate poverty: Zahid

Two dead in
accident at

Native Jetty
Bridge

KARACHI (INP): Two
motorcyclists were dead
after being hit by a speed-
ing car at Karachi’s Native
Jetty Bridge, rescue volun-
teers said on Monday.

A speeding car hit two
people, riding motorcycle,
at Native Jetty Bridge in
Karachi, leaving both of
them dead.

The car driver fled the
scene. The bodies were
shifted to the hospital,
where they were identified
as Sohail and Arslan.

In a separate road ac-
cident in October, a least
seven citizens including two
women were injured after a
passenger bus overturned
outside the Governor’s
House in Karachi.

Indian apex court failed in
upholding the merit and

demands of justice: AJK PM

MQM doubts
‘transparency, fairness’
of general elections

MQM-P
reorganizing

party at UC level
HYDERABAD (APP):
The Muttahida Qaumi
M o v e m e n t - P a k i s t a n
(MQM-P) held a meeting
of the Hyderabad-based
leaders and workers of the
party to reorganize MQM-
P at the level of the Union
Committees (UCs).

Addressing the meet-
ing here on Monday
Deputy Convener of the
party Abdul Waseem em-
phasized that political suc-
cess could only be achieved
through unity as the conse-
quences of division had al-
ready been witnessed.

He underscored the
need for further strengthen-
ing and stabilizing unity in
the ranks of the party. “By
accepting one’s mistakes
the people earn respect and
the people who work for
greater common objectives,
they also make sacrifices,”
he said.

The Rabita
Committee’s Member
Shabbir Ahmed Qaimkhani
said when he was leading
Pak Sarzameen Party (PSP)
he never forgot his affinity
for the MQM-P.

Caretaker PM
launches new
visa regime

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
launched new Visa Regime
in Islamabad today to at-
tract the foreign investors.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Prime Minis-
ter emphasized the need
to further rationalize and
liberalize the visa policy.
He noted that until and
unless we do not open up
to the world.

PPP seeks live telecast of
hearing against ZAB’s

death sentence

No delay in
upcoming general

elections: PPP assured

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Religious Affairs
and Interfaith Harmony on
Monday unanimously
passed a resolution con-
demning the Israeli atroci-
ties against the innocent
Palestinians including the
children. The committee
met under the Chairman-
ship of Senator Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri here
at the Parliament Lodges.

The committee
strongly condemned the
United States’ veto against
the United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolution
passed by the majority of
the world nations for a
ceasefire in Gaza.

The resolution also

called for an immediate hu-
manitarian ceasefire. The
committee strongly con-
demned the Israeli atrocities
and aggressive actions against
the innocent Palestinians in-
cluding elderly people, chil-
dren, and patients in hospi-
tals and urged the government
to take immediate action for
the same. The committee di-
rected the ministry to inves-
tigate the non-registered com-
pany, Fifth Pilar Takaful Ltd,
involved in the illegal book-
ing of Hajj and Umrah.

Hajj Organizers Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (HOAP)
Chairman informed that the
company was, falsely
claiming affiliation with
HOAP, and deceiving the
public by promoting in-

stallment-based Hajj, po-
tentially contributing to a
broader fraud scheme.

The ministry enlisted
the Federal Investigation
Agency to probe the mat-
ter and submit a report.

The committee’s di-
rective to involve the Paki-
stani Ambassador in
Riyadh to implement the
decision on reducing private
Hajj Group Organizers from
905 to 46 was accepted. It
was briefed that there
would be a gradual reduc-
tion in the number of pil-
grims, with each organizer
allowed a minimum of 500
for Hajj 2024, 1,000 for
2025, and 2,000 for 2026.

The discussion also
covered approaching Saudi

authorities to expand the
Road to Makkah Project to
other Pakistani airports,
including Lahore, Karachi,
Peshawar, and Quetta.
Saudi approval had been
granted for including
Karachi airport, with ongo-
ing efforts to extend the
project to Lahore airport for
enhanced facilitation.

Regarding arrange-
ments for Hajj 2024, the
committee apprised that
the tentative package cost
had decreased to
Rs.1,075,000 from
Rs.1,175,000. Hujjaj would
receive a complimentary
baggage allowance of 30kg
with a QR code, along with
a free Hajj sim containing
7GB data.

KARACHI (INP): MQM-
Pakistan chief Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui on Mon-
day raised doubt about
“fairness and transpar-
ency” of general elections
on February 8.

Addressing a press
conference with Mustafa
Kamal, Aminul Haq and
other leaders at Pakistan
House, Siddiqui said every-
one knows how the results
of the 2018 general elec-
tions were compiled. He
claimed that Karachi has
been deprived of its real
representation. “Those
who represented the city,
did not belong to it,” he
added.

The MQM
(Muttahida Qaumi Move-

ment) leader said that the
city needed elections at the
earliest as “the caretaker
government in Sindh is a
continuation of the 15-year
[PPP] government.”
Siddiqui said elections
should be held in such a way
that the whole process
looked transparent. “At
this time, it seems, the elec-
tions will not be fair and
transparent,” he continued.

He warned the care-
taker government of pro-
test if the mandate was not
to its liking.

“We will come to the
streets to get [real] man-
date.” He addressed the
caretaker prime minister
that “it is your job to con-
duct transparent elections.”

HYDERABAD (APP):
Paediatrics Dr. Zulfiqar
Shaikh informed that
Rotavirus diarrhoea was
not well understood in the
ancient world, probably
because its symptoms are
not primarily diarrhoeas,
but rather systemic and
non-specific.

Talking to APP here on
Monday he said that there
is no doubt that lack of clean
drinking water and unsani-
tary conditions for the pro-
duction and preparation of
food represent the main rea-
sons for the ongoing en-
demic of diarrhea in the de-
veloping world.

Poor water quality, sani-
tation and hygiene account
for some 829000 deaths a
year worldwide.
He said that lack of attention
to water, sanitation and hy-
giene issues is the single ma-
jor source of backwardness
of our country and poor

drinking water quality, quan-
tity, sanitation and hygienic
conditions cause illness of
adults and children. He said
that traditionally the age
range considered at greatest
risk is 5-10 years of age, al-
though young children and
infants may also be infected.

Dr Zulfiqar said about
the treatment recom-
mended that treatment of
Rotavirus begin based on
clinical findings before a
definitive diagnosis. Sadly,
in endemic regions, facilities
for definitive diagnosis,
based on blood or bone
marrow culture or serologic
tests may be entirely lack-
ing. He said about the
Rotavirus that although
most parents are not as fa-
miliar with the name
Rotavirus as they are with
other viruses, like the cold
or the flu, rotavirus is a very
common cause of infections
in children.

MIRPUR (AJK):  (APP):
Azad Jammu Kashmir
Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwar ul Haq, while con-
demning the Indian Su-
preme Court’s verdict up-
holding the presidential or-
der regarding the revocation
of Kashmir’s special status,
has stated that the Indian
apex court has miserably
failed in upholding the
merit and demands of jus-
tice.

In a special statement
issued here on Monday, the
AJK prime minister termed
the court verdict as tanta-
mount to murdering justice
and robbing Kashmiris of
their constitutional and hu-
man rights. Terming the ab-
rogation of 370 and 35A by
the Indian government as
illegal and unconstitutional,
the PM said Kashmiris had
no hope from the Supreme
Court of India.

“I was pretty sure
that the Supreme Court of
India will go the extra mile
to defend the Indian
government’s decision”, he
said, adding that Kashmiris
had no faith in the Indian

state apparatus, not even in
its pliant judiciary.”All In-
dian institutions including
the judiciary have been
equally responsible for the
current mess and worsen-
ing political and human
rights situation in the occu-
pied Kashmir”, he said.

He, however, main-
tained that the Kashmiris’
ongoing struggle for right to
self determination would
continue despite the Indian
government’s policies of
deceit and deception.

“The Indian judiciary
has a history of being bi-
ased towards Kashmiris. It
has never given any relief
to the Kashmiri people”, he
said, adding that the Su-
preme Court through its
recent verdict has proved it
beyond any doubt that it
was acting on the whims
and fancies of the Indian
establishment.

Terming Kashmir as
an internationally recog-
nized disputed territory,
the PM made it clear that
the Indian supreme court’s
decision cannot change the
disputed status of the state.

MULTAN (APP): Former
prime minister and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) cen-
tral leader Yusuf Raza Gilani
said on Monday that his
party was fully prepared to
contest elections.

While talking to me-
dia persons, he expressed
unwavering confidence in
the upcoming elections,
dismissing any possibil-
ity of postponement.

Reflecting on the ab-
sence of Shah Mehmood,
he asserted that with Shah
Mehmood’s presence, the
election would have
reached unprecedented
heights.

He however added
that he was missing criti-

cism by Shah Mahmood
Qureshi.

To a query, he stated
that Asif Ali Zardari was
also jailed in past. Many
cases were registered but he
was acquitted through
courts.

Gilani stated that the
PPP was a democratic
party and it would go to
people court.

To another question,
Gilani dismissed security
concerns, highlighting his
commitment to engaging
with the public directly.

He underscored the
responsibility of the care-
taker and supervisory
setup to ensure clean and
transparent elections.

KARACHI (INP): Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain
has underscored the signifi-
cance of friendly relations
between all the
neighbouring countries to
eradicate poverty from the
region.

Talking to business
community on Monday, he
said that improved relations
with neighbouring countries
are necessary to resolving
disputes so that the coun-
try can develop.

Mian Zahid Hussain

said that prolonged ten-
sions between neighbours
are not in anyone’s interest
as differences are an ob-
stacle to peace and
progress.

Pakistan should im-
prove its relations with In-
dia, Iran and Afghanistan
and increase cooperation
with China so that the
country’s image can be im-
proved globally, tourism
can be developed and for-
eign investors can be at-
tracted, he added.  The busi-
ness leader said that cur-
rently it was difficult to be
able to do business in the
risky Pakistani market
which was barring national
development.

LARKANA (APP): An
awareness walk was orga-
nized here Monday to com-
memorate International
Anti-Corruption Day with
a commitment  to eradicate
corruption and graft from
society. The slogan of the
day this year is “Our faith
& Unity, Corruption Free
Pakistan”.

The aim of organizing
such events is to raise pub-
lic awareness about corrup-
tion and what the people
can do to fight it.

To eradicate corrup-
tion from all the government
departments, District Ad-
ministration Larkana in col-
laboration with the Anti-
Corruption Establishment
Larkana Division, an aware-

ness walk was taken out
here on Monday.

The Walk was led by
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner-II Larkana Ms.
Farzana Mirani, Deputy
Director Anti Corruption
Establishment Larkana Di-
vision Abdul Ghafoor
Dhamrah, while the walk
was largely attended by of-
ficers of various govern-
ment departments, social
workers, students, teach-
ers, scouts and people from
various walks of life.

The walk started from
Government Pilot Higher
Secondary School Larkana,
moved across all important
thoroughfares of Larkana
city and concluded in front
of SSP Chowk Larkana.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi
said on Monday that active
role of women in the elec-
toral process was very im-
portant.

“Women constitute
half of the population of Pa-
kistan and their empower-
ment is a sacred task”, he
said while addressing a
policy forum organised by
South Asia Partnership Pa-
kistan titled “Women’s par-
ticipation in elections”.

Referring to Benazir
Bhutto, Murtaza Solangi
said that the first woman
prime minister in the Mus-
lim world was from Paki-
stan.

Solangi said that end-
ing gender discrimination
should start from home and
daughters should have

equal rights to sons
in every home. He

opined that it was not pos-
sible to eliminate gender
discrimination only by en-
acting new laws.

“We have to change
our thinking to give equal
rights to women,” Murtaza
Solangi remarked.

He said that the care-
taker government had a lim-
ited mandate but it was
ready to take all possible
steps to empower women
if concrete proposals were
given to it.

The minister said that
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) will re-
lease the election schedule
before December 16.

“General elections
will be held on February 8,
no one should have any
doubt about it”, Murtaza
Solangi added.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan People’s Party
(PPP) has moved the Su-
preme Court (SC) for live
telecast of a hearing on a
presidential reference
against former prime min-
ister Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s
death sentence.

A nine-member larger
bench of the Supreme Court
will take up a long-pending
presidential reference seek-
ing to revisit the ‘contro-
versial’ death sentence
awarded to former prime
minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
on December 12 (tomor-
row).

The plea was moved
by the PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
stating the narrative of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto is still
alive despite awarding him

a death sentence in 1979.
The PPP chairman

has requested the apex
court for a live telecast of
the hearing.

On April 2, 2011,
then-president Asif Ali
Zardari approached the
apex court through a presi-
dential reference to seek its
opinion on revisiting the
trial of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
founder.

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
was handed a death sen-
tence during former military
ruler General (retired) Ziaul
Haq’s regime. The first
elected prime minister of
the country was charged
with the murder of a politi-
cal rival Nawab
Mohammed Ahmed Qasuri
and a trial took place.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has as-
sured the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) delegation that
there will be no delay in the
upcoming general elections.

In remarks to the me-
dia outside the ECP secre-
tariat, Senator Taj Haider
highlighted that the PPP, in
discussions with Chief
Election Commissioner,
underscored the signifi-

cance of holding elections
on schedule and expressed
no intention for any delays.

Sikandar Sultan Raja,
the Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC), pro-
posed sending objections
promptly to him via
WhatsApp, Taj Haider said
adding that the People’s
Party had also submitted
suggestions to make the
whole electoral process
more transparent.


