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ISLAMABAD: Peoples Party Parliamentarian (PPPP) President, Asif Ali
Zardari in meeting with renowned religious scholar and former federal min-
ister Hamid Saeed Kazmi, held at Zardari House in Islamabad.

ECP resumes DROs, ROs training
ahead of General Elections

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has resumed nationwide training for District
Returning Officers (DROs) and Returning Officers (ROs), with a focus on election procedures, rules, and other
administrative aspects.

An ECP spokesperson stated that the training, led by senior commission officers, will conclude for ROs on
Monday (December 18) and for DROs on Tuesday (December 19).

The extensive training for 144 District Returning Officers (DROs) and 859 Returning Officers (ROs) commenced
on December 13 but was initially paused due to Lahore High Court orders prompted by a petition from PTI objecting
to selecting election supervisory staff from the executive.

However, it later resumed following orders from the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Counsellor of the Media Section, Embassy of China to Paki-
stan, Bao Zhong, speaking to the journalists of Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa during a training session “How BRI and CPEC is being reported
in Pakistan: An outlook of 10 years of CPEC” organized by the Center for
Democracy and Climate Studies, in collaboration with the Chinese Embassy.

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister Azad Jammu Kashmir Sardar Tanveer
Ilyas and renowned Journalists Mujeeb ur Rehman Shami participating in
the ceremony organized in honour of Senior Journalists.

Evidence of foreign weapons use
against Pakistan by terrorists expose

used in the operations
of TTP terrorists in Pa-
kistan.

Pentagon said the
U.S. delivered a total of
427,300 combat weap-
ons to the Afghan mili-
tary, with 300,000 re-
maining at the time of
withdrawal, which has
seen a massive increase
in terrorism in the re-
gion over the past two
years.

United States pro-
vided $18.6 billion in
equipment to the Af-
ghan National Defense
and Security Forces be-
tween 2005 and Au-
gust  2 02 1 .  These
weapons helped the
TTP carry out cross-
border terrorist attacks
after the U.S. with-
drawal. All these facts
indicate that the Afghan
regime is not only arm-
ing the TTP but also
providing a safe haven
for other terrorist orga-
nizations.

ists used M16/A2, HE
Grenades, AK-47.

On December 13,
customs and security
forces recovered mod-
ern American weapons
from a vehicle coming
from Afghanistan to
Pakistan. Arms were
covered in sacks of on-
ions. The weapons in-
cluded modern Ameri-
can made M4, Ameri-
can rifle, grenades.

Pakistan's smug-
gling of advanced
American weapons
from Afghanistan and
the TTP's use of Ameri-
can weapons against
the security forces and
the Pakistani people
are a big question
mark on the claims of
the Afghan Transi-
tional Government not
to use them against its
own land, Pakistan.

According to Eur-
asian Times, US-made
weapons are also being

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Evidence of the use of
foreign weapons
brought from Afghani-
stan in terrorist attacks
in Pakistan again came
to light.

According to secu-
rity sources, the Paki-
stani army has been
fighting the war of ter-
rorism against the
Tehrik Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) for the past
two decades. Weapons
are also available.

The supply of arms
to TTP has caused sig-
nificant damage to the
security of the region,
especially as terrorism
has increased in Paki-
stan.

The Baloch Libera-
tion Army also at-
tacked FC camps in
Nushki and Panjgur
districts in February
2022, using the same
weapons. TTP also used
American weapons in

the July 12, 2023 attack
on Zhob Garrison. On
September 2023, TTP
terrorists armed with
the latest American
weapons attacked two
army check posts in
Chitral. In the
Mianwali Air Base at-
tack on November 4,
the weapons recovered
from the terrorists
were foreign-made, in-
cluding RPG-7, AK-74,
M-4 and M-16/A4 were
used on December 12
in Dera Ismail Khan.
Night vision goggles
and American rifles
were also used by the
terrorists in the terror-
ist attack in Daraban
area. In the terrorist in-
cident in Tank on De-
cember 15, modern
American weapons
were found with the
terrorists. In the attack,
3 policemen were
martyred and 5 Terror-
ists went to hell, terror-

Pakistan to observe day
of mourning on demise

of Amir of Kuwait
PM Kakar to travel to Kuwait to
convey condolences on death of

Amir Sheikh Nawaf
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
has declared Monday,
December 18 as a day
of mourning in Paki-
stan as an expres-
sion of fraternal soli-
darity on behalf of the
people and govern-
ment of Pakistan,
with the royal family,
the

government, and
people of Kuwait on
the sad demise of
Amir of Kuwait His
Highness Sheikh
Nawaf Al Ahmad Al
Jaber Al Sabah.

The national flag
shall fly at half mast
throughout the coun-

try on the day.
Meanwhile Care-

taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
on Monday will un-
dertake a one-day
visit to Kuwait.

He will convey to
the Royal Family, the
government and the
people of Kuwait the
sympathies and con-
dolences

of the Govern-
ment and people of
Pakistan on the sad
demise of Amir of Ku-
wait Sheikh Nawaf Al
Ahmad Al

Jaber Al Sabah,
Foreign Office
Spokesperson said
on X on Sunday.

Media urged for factual reporting
on CPEC, countering propaganda

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speakers at the training
workshop here on Sunday
called upon the Pakistani
media to engage in objec-
tive and factual reporting
on the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and counter the
negative propaganda
against the game-changer
project.

The journalists are
the source of information
for the public and their
impartial reporting can
convey authentic infor-
mation about CPEC to the
people of Pakistan, they
said.

The speakers ex-
pressed these remarks dur-
ing a three-day training
workshop organized by
the Center for Democracy
and Climate Studies
(CDCS) for the journalists
of Baluchistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Bao Zhong, Counsel-
lor of the Political and Me-
dia Section, Embassy of
China to Pakistan while

speaking to the partici-
pants said that the Paki-
stani media was playing a
vital role in promoting
CPEC and creating a posi-
tive image of the China-
Pakistan bilateral relations
and cooperation in various
fields beneficial for both the
nations.

She however said the
fake news and negative
propaganda against the
CPEC still exist in some
sections of the media
which should be countered
by the journalists.

She said that the Chi-
nese embassy was always
open to answer queries
about CPEC or information
related to any project ini-
tiated by the Chinese em-
bassy.

She urged the journal-
ists to do factual reporting
on CPEC and play their
role against malicious me-
dia campaigns and
disinformation against the
projects.

Expressing deep af-
fection for Pakistani

friends, Ms. Zhong, with
over six years of service in
the country, emphasized
the robust foundation of
the China-Pakistan rela-
tionship, attributing it to
the profound political
trust, particularly exempli-
fied by the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

She expressed the
confidence in ongoing col-
laboration with the Paki-
stani government and en-
couraged media and citi-
zens to contribute valuable
insights for the continued
success of China-Pakistan
relations. She highlighted
the warm reception of Pa-
kistani visitors in China,
underscoring the reciprocal
treatment she and her fam-
ily receive in Pakistan.

Motivated by these
strong ties, she called for
joint efforts to further
deepen and strengthen co-
operation, urging the pass-
ing on of this relationship
from generation to genera-
tion.

FM urges UN to ensure
implementation of

resolutions on Kashmir
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani has called
on the UN Security Coun-
cil to ensure full implemen-
tation of its resolutions on
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute.

According to a press
release of the Foreign Of-
fice, the Foreign Minister
in his letters to the leader-
ship of the United Nations,
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation and the Euro-
pean Union has invited their
attention to the illegality of
the recent judgment by the
Supreme Court of India on
the status of Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The Foreign Minister
also called on the interna-

tional organizations to urge
India to end the grave and
systematic human rights
violations in IIOJK and to
reverse all its illegal and
unilateral actions under-
taken since 5 August 2019.
In these letters, the Foreign
Minister underscored that
under international law, do-
mestic legislation and judi-
cial verdicts cannot be in-
voked to determine the fi-
nal status of an internation-
ally-recognized disputed
territory.

He also condemned the
unlawful measures of the
Indian authorities to con-
solidate their occupation of
IIOJK and persistent sup-
pression of the rights of the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

PPP won’t make alliance
with PTI: Asif Zardari

PESHAWAR (INP) -
Former President Asif Ali
Zardari on Sunday said that
the PPP would not make an
alliance with the embattled
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI).

He expressed these
views during a meeting with
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor Ghulam Ali and
party leaders at the Gover-
nor House. The discussion
also touched upon matters
concerning the allocation of
tickets.

The former president
asked a prompt resolution
of internal party differ-
ences.

As per sources, the
PPP co-chairman Zardari
particularly urged party
leaders not to form an alli-
ance with Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) in the upcoming elec-
tions. He stressed that de-

cisions regarding alliances
with other parties would be
determined by the local lead-
ership.

Earlier on Saturday Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP)
declared its departure from
“old-school politics”, as it
commences its election
campaign on Dec 27 with
an inaugural gathering in
Garhi Khuda Bakhsh,
Larkana.

Following an impor-
tant party meeting chaired
by PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, prominent
PPP leaders Sherry
Rehman, Shazia Marri, and
Sharjeel Inam Memon ad-
dressed a press conference,
announcing that Bilawal
himself would lead the
party’s campaign from Dec
27 – the day marking the
16th anniversary of the
tragic passing of former

prime minister Benazir
Bhutto. “PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
underscored that the
party’s electoral campaign
will pivot towards positiv-
ity rather than negativity,
breaking away from con-
ventional political prac-
tices,” Sharjeel Inam
Memon said.

The PPP leaders told
media that the PPP chair-
man and the parliamentary
committee expressed ap-
preciation for the Supreme
Court’s decision on an ap-
peal filed by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) against an order of
the Lahore High Court that
suspended a notification
regarding the appointments
of district returning offic-
ers (DROs) and returning
officers (ROs) from within
the bureaucracy.

Our freedom, politics,
economy is at stake:

Fazlur Rehman
MARDAN (Online):
Jamat Ulema E Islam-Fazl
(JUIF) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman has said that
our freedom is at stake, our
politics and economy are
under pressure.

Foreign agents are
guilty of blasphemy:
Fazlur Rehman

We will thwart every
conspiracy against
Madrasah, JUIF chief said
the world is watching the
genocide of Palestine, Pa-
kistan has an atomic bomb,
but we do not have the
power to do so, we are the
guarantors of the protection
of human rights.

He expressed these
thoughts while addressing
a gathering in Mardan
Katling. Maulana Fazlur
Rahman question that what
have we done to this coun-
try? What role did Parlia-
ment play? What did the
bureaucracy do? Our fore-
fathers made nobles sacri-
ficed for the country, but
their character assassina-

tion was done.
Maulana Fazlur

Rehman said that foreign
agents are committing blas-
phemy. Whatever we have
learned in madrasahs, we
will stand and stand on
them. knowledge is being
protected in madrasahs.
Every conspiracy against
madrasahs will fail.

JUIF chief said our free-
dom is at stake. Our poli-
tics and economy are under
pressure.

He said the United Na-
tions, Security Council and
basic human rights organi-
zations all have failed. What
the Zionist forces are doing
to the Palestinians. What
has shamed humanity? The
world is watching the Pal-
estinian genocide. Fazl Ur
Rehman said that what has
not been done with Af-
ghanistan for 20 years. If a
madrasahs' teacher beats a
student, human rights lead-
ers will raise their heads.
But they are silent on  op-
pression in Palestine.

Shehbaz sees country on
cusp of economic recovery
LAHORE (INP): Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sharif said
on Sunday that the coun-
try was on the cusp of
economic recovery fol-
lowing the tough deci-
sions taken during the
coalition government’s
tenure.

Shehbaz held sepa-
rate meetings with the
PML-N leaders in
Lahore. Prominent among
those who met the former
prime minister were Rana
Iqbal ,  Mian Saqib
Khurshid, Javed Ali Shah,
Munawar Khetran,
Ayesha Arshad Lodhi,
Naveed Aslam Lodhi,
Sheikh Fayyaz,  Abid
Raza Kotla,  Syed
Mobeen, Qutub Koreja,
Makhdoom Mubeen, and
Mehmood Alam.

On this occasion, mat-
ters in line with the party
and upcoming generals
were underscored. The

PML-N leaders also ex-
tend their felicitations to
Shehbaz Sharif on the ac-
quit tal  of PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif.

Expr e s s i n g  h i s
t h o u g h t s ,  S h e h b a z
Sharif  said,  “We wil l
p rov id e  r e l ie f  t o  t he
masses by addressing the
problems in connection
with inflation, unemploy-
ment,  and economic
woes.”

The PML-N pres i-
dent said: “The country
had to bear the brunt of
the punishment delivered
to Nawaz Sharif.  Not
only were the cases
against Nawaz Sharif bo-
gus, but the people who
launched cases against
Nawaz Sharif were also
turned out to be liars.”.

“The PML-N wil l
completely focus on pave
the way for the nation’s
growth if voted into
power,” said Shehbaz
Sharif.

Acting CJP to hear
important cases today

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Acting Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Sardar Tariq
Masood will hear the most
recent cases in the cham-
ber today (Monday).

These cases include ap-
peals filed on the return of
petitions filed on contempt
of court and other matters.

In these appeals,
Muhammad Khan Rand
against Pakistan People
Party’s Agha Siraj Khan
Durrani. Abdul Razzaq’s
appeal against government
are included. Informational

notices were issued to the
parties in the cases. An ob-
jection was raised by the
Supreme Court Office on
the Muhammad Khan
Randwali constitutional
petition, on which an ap-
peal was filed against the
decision of the Registrar,
which will be heard in the
Chamber.

This application will
be heard with reference to
the Supreme Court Rules.
Information notices have
also been issued to the par-
ties.

SC to hear
Imran, Qureshi's

bail plea in
cipher cases

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) will
hear the cases of Imran
Khan and Shah Mahmood
Qureshi's cipher bails on
December 22.

A three-member regular
bench headed by Justice
Sardar Tariq Masood will
conduct the hearing.

Notices have been is-
sued to the parties.

Trial of the most impor-
tant bails will be held de-
spite the winter holidays.

It may be recalled that
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) had filed a
challan in the court on Sep-
tember 30, allegedly asking
Imran Khan and Shah
Mehmood Qureshi to re-
veal the secret text of the
cipher under Sections 5 and
9 of the Official Secrets Act.
He was declared the main
accused in the case of los-
ing the cipher. FIA cited 27
witnesses in the challan,
main witness Azam Khan
has already testified before
FIA against Imran Khan.

Sardar Latif
Khosa joins

PTI
LAHORE (INP)L: Legal
expert and disgruntled PPP
stalwart Sardar Latif Khosa
has joined the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).
Latif Khosa, the former
Punjab governor, confirmed
his decision to join the PTI
during a press conference in
Lahore on Sunday. The PTI
also officially announced
his membership on X, erst-
while Twitter, sharing a
video of Latif Khosa being
welcomed into the party,
draped in the customary
flag.
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Effective CT plan
The state has failed to evolve an effective
counterterrorism strategy to deal with the resur-
gent militant threat, with the result that the outgo-
ing year has seen an alarming rise in terrorist at-
tacks, and an unacceptable loss of life, particu-
larly among security personnel.

Just days after at least 23 army men were
martyred in Dera Ismail Khan in the highest casu-
alty attack this year, five more security personnel
fell in the line of duty on Friday in separate attacks
in KP’s Tank and Khyber districts.

In the Tank attack, three policemen were
martyred after militants stormed the local police
headquarters. In Khyber, two FC men were
martyred when terrorists struck a checkpoint. The
fact that these attacks took place so soon after a
major act of terrorism reflects a considerable secu-
rity and intelligence lapse.

The area in focus — the southern part of KP
and neighbouring districts in Balochistan and
Punjab — has become a new hotbed of militancy,
particularly after the Afghan Taliban returned to
power in Kabul in 2021, though it should be re-
membered that this region was amongst the loca-
tions from where the banned TTP initially sprang.
A new actor has emerged from the nebulous world
of militancy in the form of Tehreek-i-Jihad Paki-
stan, believed to be a TTP front. This outfit has
been involved in some of the deadliest attacks this
year.

While it is true that militant groups often take
on new monikers, their leadership, networks and
goals remain largely the same. Therefore, CT ef-
forts should not be distracted by names, and fo-
cus on the leaderships of these groups, their
sources of funding and supplies.

The state has directed much of its wrath at the
Afghan Taliban government for failing to rein in anti-
Pakistan terrorists believed to be active across the
Durand Line. While Kabul’s rulers certainly cannot
be absolved of their duty to prevent militants from
jeopardising Pakistan’s security, the responsibility
for securing our territory is ours alone, and we can-
not blame others for our lapses.

By all means, Kabul must be told that Afghan
soil cannot be used to harbour terrorists, and diplo-
matic pressure should continue if the Taliban fail to
deliver. But implementing an effective CT strategy
is the government’s duty. It should not be forgot-
ten that many of those involved in acts of terrorism
are locals, while the socioeconomic marginalisation
of the vulnerable geographic area has also fuelled
radicalisation. Therefore, a rejuvenated NAP is re-
quired to quell the violence, while longer-term ef-
forts are needed to address the deprivation of the
affected areas. Pakistan can ill afford a new full-
blown militant insurgency. Unless steps are taken
now to address the threat, that is exactly what
stares us in the face. The caretaker set-up and
the incoming government must deal with this
threat resolutely.

Pak-US relations

Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

At the outset, it is impor-
tant to recognise that the
US has already chosen its
strategic partner in South
Asia: India. The US re-
quires India’s cooperation
in pursuit of its priority
national security objec-
tive: strategic competition
with China and containing
the latter’s economic rise.
The US might perceive
Pakistan to be a hurdle in
two respects: its close
friendship with China and
its mutually hostile ties
with India. This bigger
picture is not likely to
change soon.

To complicate mat-
ters, perceptions about
Pakistan in the US and the
latter’s image in Pakistan
have been deeply bruised
by the US-led ‘war on ter-
ror’. Many Pakistanis be-
lieve that America dragged
Pakistan into a war that
was not ours; one which
caused enormous human
and financial losses to our
country. There is a view
that America befriends
Pakistan only when it re-
quires help to advance its
security agenda. For its
part, the US perceives Pa-
kistan as a country that
impeded its military vic-
tory in Afghanistan by
providing sanctuaries to
the Taliban. US
officialdom also accused
Pakistan of playing a
double game.

Nevertheless, the
US, it appears, would still
like to engage with Paki-
stan for two reasons. First,
it would not like to see
Pakistan completely slip
into China’s sphere of in-
fluence. Secondly, the US
might adopt a more bal-
anced approach to South
Asia because of India’s
tendency to exercise its
strategic autonomy, in-

cluding ties with
America’s rivals, such as
Russia.

However, the pro-
cess of boosting ties with
the US will be incremen-
tal, with no likelihood of
high-level structured en-
gagement at this stage.
Nor is any major initiative
expected from either side.

Fortunately, people-
to-people relations be-
tween the two countries
has survived the roller
coaster nature of govern-
ment-to-government ties.
Both countries will benefit
from investing in areas
that enjoy popular support
in Pakistan. For instance,
IT professionals would
want to strengthen their
links with Silicon Valley.
Pakistani students would
welcome enhanced op-
portunities for higher edu-
cation in American univer-
sities. And the US
healthcare system has
been a preferred destina-
tion for Pakistani physi-
cians for several decades.

Meanwhile, US agri-
culture experts are held in
esteem for their contribu-
tion to creating crop vari-
eties in Pakistan in the
early life of the country.
Even today, agriculture
remains a potential area of
bilateral cooperation. Cor-
porate America might also
want to invest in
Pakistan’s rich mines and
minerals industry, particu-
larly in Balochistan.

It would be in our in-
terest to attract invest-
ments into the country
from the West to build
their stakes in the stabil-
ity of Pakistan. This can
be done by facilitating fur-
ther people-to-people ties
and opening new special
windows or economic
zones for businesses from
the West with incentives
comparable to those of-
fered to any other foreign
investor in Pakistan.

The revival of close
economic relations with
the US should not be a
zero-sum exercise in the
context of Pakistan’s ties
with China, which remain
deep-rooted. It would be
a folly to view these two
important relationships as

an either-or choice for Pa-
kistan. It is heartening that
the leadership of the US
and China have an-
nounced that there will
not be another Cold War
and that they would not
like to see the world di-
vided into camps.

Pakistan’s pivot to
geo-economics will also
be facilitated if we main-
tain close ties with all coun-
tries, including the US
and China, to help Paki-
stan bolster its economic
growth and development.
Those who argue that Pa-
kistan should pick its side
and not sail in two rival
boats are not factoring in
the point that in a multi-
polar world, multi-align-
ments are the order of the
day.

In seeking to
enhan--ce our relations
with the US, it would be
important to reorient this
bilateral relationship from
a counterterrorism and se-
curity-centric angle to the
mutually beneficial fields
of trade and investment,
underpinned by strong
people-to-people ties.

China, which has
been a reliable develop-
ment partner all these
years, is not likely to re-
sent Pakistan’s close eco-
nomic ties with the US.
Yet, it would be in our in-
terest to keep Chinese
and other investors in
Pakistan on board with
our desire to diversify the
sources of investment in
the country. The latter
would also be better
served by adopting
transparency and equal
opportunity approach for
all investment projects.
The Special Investment
Facilitation Council has
opened an attractive
‘single window’ for in-
vestments by facilitating
entrepreneurs in the sec-
tors of agriculture, mines
and minerals, IT, and en-
ergy. It would be useful
if, besides investment
partners from the Gulf
countries, corporate
America also took advan-
tage of the SIFC to invest
in Pakistan, given its
high-dividend market.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Bad business

Muna Khan

In my lectures about au-
dience metrics — who
and how audiences view
and share stories — I al-
ways bring up Freaks and
Geeks, a 1999 TV show
that was cancelled after
just one season.

The show enjoys cult
status today but met a ter-
rible fate for various rea-
sons, including a difficult
relationship between the
creators and the network.
Its air time was unsuitable
— Saturday 8pm when
teenagers, the prime target
audience, did not watch
TV. It was competing
against Who Wants to be
a Millionaire, a popular
game show which drew 18
million viewers followed by
a new show, Friends,
which had 14m. The 12 epi-
sodes of Freaks and Geeks,
which had an erratic
schedule as it went on a
few weeks’ break, had 6.7m
views, so the network
didn’t think it was worth
renewing.

Every year I bring up
this show, fewer students
know about it, but inevita-
bly every student who
watches it returns to tell me
they loved it. And ask why
it didn’t work. Popularity is
not an indicator of quality. It
is also not the same as truth.

This may help us un-
derstand why the well-
known anchor Mehdi
Hasan’s show on the
American cable network
MSNBC was cancelled.
The British political com-
mentator is known for his
tough style of interviews;
he challenged guests, was
progressive and
humanised Palestinians —
things you don’t see on
TV news, at least not in the
US. This is why most
people believe Hasan’s
pro-Palestinian stance
caused the show’s cancel-

lation.
Ayman Mohyeldin’s

programme will be ex-
tended to two hours to re-
place Hasan’s show so
one can’t cite anti-Muslim
discrimination. Hasan him-
self has not spoken on the
issue other than to echo
the MSNBC press release
on the issue. Many ‘me-
dia insiders’, however, say
his show was axed be-
cause it had poor ratings.

Of course, it did. It
aired on the weekends
when rarely anyone
watches TV, a medium with
fewer takers. This is prob-
ably hard to believe given
how you’ve likely come
across at least a few of
Hasan’s clips on social
media — where he’s oblit-
erating Israel’s point of
view. The audiences for
TV and social media are
different, with different ex-
pectations. Advertisers,
however, have one expec-
tation.

Advertisers don’t
want controversial TV an-
chors challenging domi-
nant views. Neither do me-
dia owners who want to
protect their business inter-
ests that audiences may
know about. When it was
owned by General Electric,
MSNBC was pro-Iraq war
and even fired Phil
Donahue, who was anti-
war and promoted those
voices, when few dared to
question the Bush admin-
istration. An internal com-
pany memo described
Donahue then as a “diffi-
cult public face for NBC in
a time of war” giving “a
home for the liberal anti-war
agenda at the same time
that our competitors are
waving the flag at every op-
portunity”. Then too they
cited poor ratings as the rea-
son for his show’s cancel-
lation but we know General
Electric was a huge de-
fence contractor.

Donahue reflected
on his firing 10 years later.
“They were terrified of the
anti-war voice,” he said in
2013. “Anti-war voices
were not popular. And if
you’re General Electric,
you certainly don’t want
an anti-war voice on a
cable channel that you

own; Donald Rumsfeld is
your biggest customer.”
He also described how
audiences perceived anti-
war voices. “We were
scolds. We weren’t patri-
otic. American people dis-
agreed with us. And we
weren’t good for busi-
ness.” News media is a
profit-driven business.
That model, which does
not practise journalism in
the public interest, creates
a less-informed citizenry.
In his book Democracy
Without Journalism the
media scholar Victor
Pickard wr--ites how jour-
nalism is at the mercy of
the marketplace. News
organisations supported
by advertising will con-
tinue to be in trouble es-
pecially in the face of eco-
nomic uncertainty. The
market decides the news
agenda and how much
news audiences will re-
ceive. He also says social
media companies profit
from disinformation.

It’s why we need to
amplify voices calling for
public journalism.
Pickard’s book reminds us
that such models exist and
he advocates for govern-
ment intervention in ensur-
ing the public has access
to information that allows
for democracy to function.
A government supporting
free press may sound like
anathema but Pickard
writes how governments
have invested in commu-
nication systems, like the
postal system, that gave
people access to informa-
tion. Governments fund
public broadcast systems
everywhere; it can work
provided journalism re-
flects the communities it is
meant to serve, not the me-
dia owners. We will soon
— hopefully — have a
new government. I request
them to read Pick-ard’s pre-
scription: create a robust
public fund to support a
public media system, one
that is run by partnership
of policymakers, academ-
ics and journalists who
want to strengthen democ-
racy, not the market, not
the owners, not the politi-
cians’ rich friends.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

ISLAMABAD: CEO of Centaurus Mall Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan inaugurates
Versa exhibition organized by Rawalpindi women’s chamber of commerce
and industry.

FTO Coordinator warns
taxpayers of scams and

fraudulent schemes

Railways ask officials to
recover outstanding dues
federal, provincial deptts

PFC delegation
China visit

to open new
business

opportunities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The visi t  o f Pakistan
Furniture Council (PFC)
de legat ion  to
Guangzhou ,  China i s
likely to contribute to
th e gro wth  and
divers ificat ion of the
fu rn i tu re  marke t ,
op en ing  up  n ew
op por tu n i t ies  fo r
businesses on both sides.

The visit serves as a
platform for fostering
collaboration and
understanding between the
Pakistani and Chinese
furniture industries, said a
news release here.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Tax Ombudsman
(FTO) Coordinator Meher
Kashif Younis on Sunday
urged taxpayers to remain
vigilant against scammers,
fake websites, non-existent
charities, fictitious emails
and dummy tax notices.

Addressing the
business community at an
awareness session on the
directives of FTO Dr Asif
Mahmood Jah, Sitara-I-
Imtiaz and Hilal-I-Imtiaz, he

said that it was his duty as
coordinator to bring their
knowledge to a pressing
matter that requires
immediate attention, the
escalating prevalence of
scams and fraudulent
activities targeting taxpayers
across Pakistan, said a news
release issued here.

He said, “FTO has
noticed a disturbing surge
in deceptive practices,
including fraudulent
emails, fabricated notices,

sham websites and the
creation of non-existent
charities, all designed to
exploit unsuspecting
taxpayers, adding, these
malicious tactics excel at
mimicking official
communication channels,
posing a significant threat.

He said that tax
payers received calls or
messages promising hefty
tax refunds in exchange for
a fee from impersonating
tax authorities.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
asked its officials
concerned to initiate the
procedure to recover
outstanding dues from the
federal and provincial
departments for using its
land and services.

The Minis try o f
Railways has asked the
federal and provincial
departments to pay their
outstanding dues worth
bi l l ions  o f rupees  on
account of using its land
and  o ther services ,
within the least possible
time as the department
was facing economic

issues, an official in the
Minis try o f Rai lways
told APP.

About the amount
payable against the
different departments, the
official said that over Rs
8,375 million (over 8
billion) are payable by
different departments on
account of using its land
and various services.

He said the federal
departments had to pay an
amount of Rs 709.084
million, provincial
departments Rs1980.217
million and autonomous
and private bodies Rs
5685.736 million.

Business community, experts
hail govt’s economic strategies

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Despite challenges, the
comprehensive strategies
implemented by the
caretaker government have
led to notable economic
progress, evident through
various indicators and
recognized by both the
business community and
experts.

The business
community and economic
experts described the
reduction in oil prices
stability of the exchange
rate and outstanding
performance of Pakistan
Stock Exchange (PSX) as
positive for the country’s
economy.

Talking to APP, they
said, the petrol price has
come down from Rs 331.38
in January 2023  to Rs
267.34 now, showing a
decrease of Rs.65 rupees,

adding it would result in a
decrease in the inflation
rate; further strengthening
the exchange rate and lead
PSX towards more
positive performance,
besides helping in
promoting local market and
external sectors of the
economy.

President of
Federat ion Pakistan
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI),
Irfan Iqbal Sheikh told
APP that the government
had decided to give the
benefi t  of the fall  in
international prices to the
industry and the domestic
consumers.

The President of
FPCCI said that it will
have a good impact on
domestic industry
including internal and
external sectors.

Sheikh said that
stability in the exchange
rate, which has crossed the
limit of Rs 300 and is now
between Rs 280 and Rs285,
is proof of the success of
the government’s
administrative measure.

He said that there has
been an upward trend in the
stock exchange for the last
few months, which is
pleasing.

The President said
that the government needs
to take more measures to
give industry businesses a
chance to grow in the
country.

Talking to APP,
President ICCI, Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawri said that
the reduction in petrol
prices will reduce inflation
in the country and more
buyers will come to the
market.

PESHAWAR: Mechanics busy in repairing work
of Gas Heaters and stoves as demand of gas heater
increased in city during winter season, at his shop
located on Lahori Gate in Peshawar.

ISLAMABAD: People are busy in buying warm
clothes in Landa bazaar at G-10 Sunday weekly
bazaar in Federal Capital.

LCCI welcomes increase
in FDI, emphasizes

more efforts
LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(LCCI) Sunday welcomed
rise in Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) and
called for more aggressive
efforts to maintain the
good momentum. LCCI
President Kashif Anwar,
Senior Vice President Zafar
Mahmood Chaudhry and
Vice President Adnan
Khalid Butt said in a media
statement here that rise in
Foreign Direct Investment
is an encouraging sign for
the economy.

They said that the net
Foreign Direct Investment
in the first four months of

the current financial year
(July-October 2023-24)
stood at USD 524.7
million, exhibiting an
increase of 7 percent as
compared to USD 488.9
million in the same period
of FY 2022-23. There is a
need for concrete efforts to
enhance the level of FDI in
the country.

The LCCI office-
bearers said that Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) can play an
instrumental role in
materializing the signed
agreements with UAE and
Saudi Arabia for bringing
investment in diverse
sectors of the economy.

CAB Intl launches first
ever curriculum for organic
cotton production training

MULTAN (APP): CAB-
International launched the
first-ever compiled
curriculum for organic
cotton production training
in Pakistan.

The representatives
of CAB-International,
Muhammad Waseem
Ishaq, Dr Saif Ali, Dr
Muzammil, and Dr Yusuf
Zafar, while addressing the
two-day training program
during the unveiling of the
curriculum training
ceremony, said that lack of
information on agriculture,
especially organic cotton
production, was a major

issue in Pakistan.
The cotton experts

from all over the country,
representatives of the
Ministry of Federal Agency
for Food and Agriculture
Protection, industry, brands,
and research institutions
participated. The organic
agriculture team of CAB-
International has compiled
this syllabus in Urdu and
English to guide the experts.
The participants and experts
appreciated the efforts and
added that the publication of
this syllabus would guide
organic cotton production
practices and certification.

Workshop held
to review GLOF-II

Project progress
GILGIT (APP): The
Gilgit-Baltistan Disaster
Management Authority
(GBDMA), in
collaboration with the
GLOF-II Project,
organized a one-day
p r o v i n c i a l - l e v e l
s t a k e h o l d e r s ’
communication and
coordination workshop
aiming to deliberate on the
strides achieved under the
GLOF-II project in 2023.

The workshop served
as a platform for
collaboration and
knowledge exchange,
bringing together
representatives from
various government and
n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l

organizations. Speaking at
the event, Director-General
Gilgit-Baltistan Disaster
Management Authority
(GBDMA) Safdar Khan
highlighted the global
significance of Pakistan
being ranked fifth among
countries most affected by
climate change. The impact
of climate change has led
to natural disasters causing
significant losses of human
life, property, and
infrastructure.

Gilgit-Baltistan, with
its geographical
sensitivity, faces
challenges such as glacier
melting, the risk of glacial
lake outburst floods, and
other sorts of disasters.

Transport fares
reduced in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD (APP):
The district administration
has made reduction in
transport fares from 3 to 5
percent for passengers of
various routes.

A spokesman for the
local administration said
here on Sunday that after a
decrease in the prices of
petroleum products,
officers of the district
administration held a
meeting with transport
owners and made them
reduce transport fares.

3rd Int’l
Hydropower
Conference
to be held on
Wednesday

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
third International
Hydropower Conference,
themed “Hydropower: A
Renewable Energy Source
for a Sustainable Future,” will
be held here on Wednesday.
The global convergence of
energy experts is going to be
organized by The Energy
Update in collaboration with the
Private Power Infrastructure
Board (PPIB) and the
International Hydropower
Association (IHA).
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FAISALABAD: Leader of Pakistan Muslim League (N) Rana Sana Ullah
Khan, President of Muslim League-N Minority Wing Punjab Khalil Tahir
Sandhu and others cutting the Christmas cake during a Christmas Milan
Party ceremony in the city.

CM KP declares
anti-corruption “Jihad”

 ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Justice ® Syed Arshad
Hussain Sunday has called
for a collective effort to
combat corruption,
emphasizing a zero-
tolerance policy for
negligence in duty across all
institutions. He expressed
these views while talking
to various delegations at
KP House Abbottabad.

The Caretaker CM
said that Abbottabad has
been officially declared a
sister city with Azerbaijan,
marking the
commencement of various
developmental projects.
The government is
determined to ensure
transparent and fair

elections in Abbottabad,
prioritizing the resolution
of local issues.

Following meetings
with various delegations.
Delegations from
Azerbaijan, along with key
officials such as Health
Minister Dr Riaz Khan and
Mineral and Planning
Minister Dr Sarfraz Ali
Shah, were present at the
occasion.

During the
discussions, the Chief
Minister acknowledged the
existing issues in the
district, particularly
concerning water,
electricity, and cleanliness.
The Commissioner
informed about devised
solutions for these
problems.

Chief Minister
Arshad Hussain outlined a
comprehensive strategy to
tackle unemployment,
aiming to train half a
million youth within a
year. Task forces have been
formed in various
institutions, offering
courses ranging from four
months to four years. The
goal is to provide
e m p l o y m e n t
opportunities, both
domestically and
internationally, based on
demand.Addi t ionally,
Chief Minister Arshad
Hussain announced the
Quantum Valley
declaration for Haripur and
Abbottabad, ensuring that
youth will no longer face
employment issues.

KP to include skills as
subject in contemporary
education: Dr. Aamer
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Technical
Education, Industries,
Commerce and Tribal
Affairs, Dr Aamer Abdullah
has agreed with the
proposal to equip the
students with various
technical schools and
courses during their
academic period as feasible,
said a press release issued
here on Sunday.

He has further
directed the furnishing of a

feasible proposal for the
pilot project, with a
possible partnership
between higher education
and technical education
with clear possibilities of
the success and usefulness
of the project.

In this regard, a
meeting was held here at
Civil Secretariat Peshawar
with the Caretaker
Minister for Technical
Education, Industries,
Commerce, and Tribal
Affairs, Dr Aamer
Abdullah, in the chair.

NCA teachers,
students visit CTI

LAHORE (APP): A
delegation of teachers and
students of National College
of Arts (NCA) here Sunday
visited the Carpet Training
Institute (CTI) and they
were briefed on various
stages of manual carpet
manufacturing and its
export. Chairperson CTI
Ijaz-ur-Rehman welcomed
the delegation and gave them
a detailed briefing about the
handmade carpet industry.

Ijaz-ur-Rehman said
that strong linkages between
educational institutions
such as the National College
of Arts and various

industries, especially the
handmade carpet industry,
have strategic significance
and through which key
support can be provided in
increasing production and
availability of skills required
by the industry.
“Promoting cooperation
between the two
institutions can also be
effective for
entrepreneurship,” he
added. He said that working
together would yield best
results and especially those
who are doing their
business can get best
support.

Voters eye on political parties’ manifestos for
generation of employment, education chances

Returning of
illegal foreigners

from KP continued
PESHAWAR (APP):

Returning of
i l legally s taying
foreigners from
Peshawar, Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a
continued with 1014
people being sent to
Afghanis tan  via
Peshawar, Torkham
border, an official of
the Home and Tribal
Affai rs said here
Sunday.

He said another  92
people  were
depor ted  from
Peshawar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
82 more i l legal
foreigners from
Peshawar,  Punjab
wil l  be depor ted
through  the
Torkham border, the
official of the Home
Department said.

He said a total of 6452
migrants were sent
to Afghanistan and a
total  o f  5249
migrants  from
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa, 125
from Islamabad ,
1045 from Punjab,
and 34 from Azad
Kashmir were sent
to Afghanistan.

Likewise ,  a  t o t a l  o f
2 6 0 , 9 0 9  p e o p le
have been deported
fro m Kh yb er
P akh tu n kh wa to
A f g h a n i s t a n
through Peshawar,
Torkham border. He
sa id ,  e f fo r t s  a r e
being made to send
mig ran t s  t o
Afghanistan from
P esh awar ,  o th e r
b o rd er s ,  An go o r
Adda and Kharlachi
an d  s imi l a r ly  a
to t a l  o f  3 6 4 8
people were sent to
A f g h a n i s t a n
th ro u gh  An go o r
Adda border while
6 9 8  p eo p le  were
sent to Afghanistan
from the Kharlachi
border.

The official of the Home
and Tribals Affairs
said that  265,256
people have been
sent to Afghanistan
from the th ree
borders  o f
Peshawar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
accord ing to  the
lates t  survey by
D e p u t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Peshawar.

PESHAWAR (APP): In
democratic setups all over
the world including
Pakistan, manifestos play
a significant role in deciding
the fate of political and
religious parties during
general election and take
the countries forward on
path of prosperity.

Prior to general
election, political leaders
announce their parties
manifestos for information
of millions of electorates
about their future programs
and priorities for well
being of masses and
resolution of the country’s
problems if voted to power.

D e s p i t e

announcement of the
election schedule by
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), most of
political and religious
parties have yet to
announce its manifestos.

“The people of KP
eagerly awaited of the
political parties’
manifestos for solution of
their problems such as
unemployment, poverty,
price hike and illiteracy,”
said Professor Dr
H.R.Hilali, former
Chairman Political Science
Department, University of
Peshawar while talking to
APP.

“Except PPP

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, who has recently
announced key points of
his party’s election
manifesto including
construction of three
million houses for poor,
launching of welfare cards
for labourers, patients and
farmers besides increasing
BISP assistance during
various public addresses in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the
other political parties
have yet to announced
salient features of
manifestos and long delay
in this regard may
counterproductive for it to
attract voters during
election campaigns,” he

said.
He said that

thousands of graduate
voters wanted dignfied jobs
and any political party
have a solid program for
employment creation
would take an edge over
others on February 8,
2024.

Dr Hilali said that
u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,
unemployment has
increased in last few
decades in the country due
to lackluster approach of
the past governments.

He claimed that
unemployment rate in
Pakistan was 6.42 percent
in 2022, a 0.08 percent

increase from 2021 while
in 2020 it was 6.55 percent,
showing a 1.72 percent
increase from 2019 besides
4.83 percent in 2018, a
0.75 percent increase from
2018.

He said over 21
million voters were added
to the electoral rolls since
2018 elections in Pakistan
where the number of
women voters had swelled
from 46.73 million in last
polls to 58.47 million in
2023 due to population
explosion that put extra
burden on all resources
besides increasing
unemployment and
illiteracy.

Four of a
family injured
in a gas stove

explosion
SIALKOT (APP) :  As
many as four people of
family including a child
suffered burns in  gas
stove explosion here at
mo ha l lah  I s l amp ura,
Sialkot.

Accord ing to
Rescue 1122, the blast
occu rred  d ue  to  gas
leakage as the stove was
p laced  in  roo m.
N a z e e r , o w n e r , ( 5 5 )
Mu sarra t  (55 ) ,At iqa
(2 8)  an d  a -year -o ld
Mishal suffered injuries.

PU PSC organises talk
on Quaid’s Pakistan

LAHORE (APP): The
Punjab University Pakistan
Study Centre organized a
panel discussion on
‘Quaid’s Pakistan:
Contemporary Challenges
and Future’.

Director Pakistan
Study Centre Prof Dr
Naumana Kiran, Dr. Erum
Muzaffar from Pakistan
Study Centre, Karachi
University, Director PSC
Jamshoro University,
Sindh Dr. Mukaish Kumar,
Director PU Centre for
South Asian Studies, Dr
Naheed S Goraya,
Associate Professor Dr.
Amjad Abbas Magsi, Dr.
Ahmad Ajaz, faculty

members and students
were present on the
occasion.

In her address, Dr.
Naumana welcomed the
participants and recalled
the vision of the Quaid
about Pakistan. She said
that Quaid-i-Azam desired
Pakistan to be a modern,
egalitarian and democratic
state based on the
principles of Islam i.e.
fraternity, equality,
democracy and fair play.
She said that Jinnah had
laid down the basic
principles that could lead
to national integration and
cohesiveness, if followed
in true spirit.

CM directs DCs
to ensure cut in
transport fares
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has
assigned a task to officials
concerned to ensure
reduction in the inter-city
transport fares in
proportion to the cut in the
prices of diesel.He ordered
all deputy commissioners
across Punjab to meet the
deadline for reduction in
fares. CM Naqvi stated
that the benefit in the
reduction of petroleum
prices should be passed
on directly to the people
of the province.

Seminar on
“Youth role in
nation building”

conducted
SARGODHA (APP):
National Commission for
Human development
(NCHD) in collaboration
with University of
Sargodha media studies
department conducted a
seminar tilted ‘Importance
of Youth in Nation
building’ at Community
development Center here
on Sunday. Founder
Director Pakistan Human
Development Fund
Parvaiz lodhi was the chief
guest of the seminar.

61 migrants drown in
shipwreck off Libya: IOM

Deadly incidents this
year included one in June,
when a fishing boat packed
with hundreds of migrants
sank off Greece after de-
parting from Tobruk,
Libya.

The voyage, which
was supposed to end in
Italy, resulted in 78 re-
corded deaths with the fate
of 518 others unknown,
according to an IOM re-
port.

Drowning was the
main cause of death on mi-
gration routes globally in
the first half of 2023, with
2,200 recorded fatalities in
the period, according to the
IOM report.

Italy’s Meloni takes aim
at influencer Ferragni
over misleading claims

Australia confident
of end to China

wine tariffs
early in 2024
Monitoring Desk

SYDNEY: Australia’s
government on Sunday
said it was confident pu-
nitive tariffs on Australian
wine introduced by China
in 2021 would be lifted
early next year.

“I  would be very
confident that early in
the new year we will get
a favourable result from
the Chinese authorities
to lift the ban on Austra-
lian wine,” Trade Minis-
ter Don Farrell told Sky
News television on Sun-
day.

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni on Sun-
day criticised those who
make money from mislead-
ing charity claims, in a clear
reference to a recent antitrust
sanction against the
country’s top influencer
Chiara Ferragni. On Friday,
Italy’s antitrust authority
imposed a 1.075 million euro
($1.17 million) fine on com-
panies controlled by Ferragni
as a result of a probe into
misleading advertising on

Christmas cakes last year.
Ferragni, a business-

woman and fashion influ-
encer with nearly 30 mil-
lion followers on Instagram,
said the fine was unjust and
she would appeal it. “The
real models to follow are not
the influencers who make a
lot of money by wearing
clothes and showing bags ...
or even promoting expensive
cakes that make people be-
lieve they are charitable,”
Meloni said, without explic-
itly mentioning Ferragni.

Monitoring Desk
LIBYA: Sixty-one mi-
grants, including women
and children, drowned fol-
lowing a shipwreck off
Libya, the International
Organisation for Migration
(IOM) in Libya said.

IOM, in a post on so-
cial media platform X,
quoted survivors as saying
the boat, carrying around
86 people, departed the
Libyan city of Zwara,
about 110 km (68 miles)
from the capital, Tripoli.

“The central Mediter-
ranean continues to be one
of the world’s most danger-
ous migration routes,”
IOM said.

Severe storm
strikes coastal

city in Argentina,
at least 13 dead

Monitoring Desk
BUENOS AIRES:  At
least 13 people have been
killed in Argentina, a lo-
cal city mayor said on
Saturday, following a se-
vere electrical storm that
struck along the South
American country’s At-
lantic coast.

Federico Susbielles,
mayor of Bahia Blanca,
confirmed the death toll in
a post on X.

The city is near the
southern tip of Buenos
Aires province, one of
Argentina’s top grain-pro-
ducing regions.

Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida greets Philippines’ President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr. upon arrival for the opening session of the ASEAN-Japan Commemo-
rative Summit Meeting at the Hotel Okura Tokyo in Tokyo, Japan.

US wants shakeup of
Palestinian Authority

to run Gaza
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: A suc-
cession of top US officials
have travelled to the West
Bank in recent weeks to
meet with Mahmoud Abbas
in the hope he can overhaul
his unpopular Palestinian
Authority enough to run
Gaza after the crisis.

An architect of the
1993 Oslo peace accords
with Israel that raised
hopes of Palestinian state-
hood, Abbas has seen his
legitimacy steadily under-
mined by Israeli settlement
building in the occupied
West Bank, which he over-

sees. Many Palestinians
now regard his administra-
tion as corrupt, undemo-
cratic and out of touch.

President Joe Biden
has made it clear that he
wants to see a revitalised
Palestinian Authority
which Abbas has run since
2005 — take charge in Gaza
once the crisis is over, uni-
fying its administration
with the West Bank.

Jake Sullivan, Biden’s
national security adviser,
met with Abbas on Friday,
becoming the latest senior
US official to urge him to
implement rapid change.

A mourner reacts as Palestinians attend the fu-
neral of Al Jazeera cameraman Samer Abu Daqqa,
who according to the Arabic broadcaster was killed
by an Israeli drone strike while reporting on the
earlier bombing of a school sheltering displaced
people but Israel’s military did not respond to a
request for comment, in Khan Younis in the south-
ern Gaza Strip.

North Korea fires suspected
ballistic missile, condemns

US for raising tensions
Monitoring Desk

SEOUL: North Korea fired
an unidentified ballistic
missile on Sunday, Japan’s
Coast Guard and the South
Korean military said, as
Pyongyang condemned
US-led military shows of
force as tantamount to “a
preview of a nuclear war”.

The missile was
launched towards the sea
off North Korea’s east
coast, according to the
South Korean Joint Chiefs
of Staff.

About 20 minutes af-
ter initially reporting the
launch, the Japanese coast
guard said the missile had
already fallen.

It appeared to have
fallen outside Japan’s ex-
clusive economic zone
(EEZ), broadcaster NTV

reported. No further de-
tails were immediately
available.

The launch came af-
ter warnings from officials
in Seoul and Tokyo that
nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea was preparing to test-
fire a missile, including one
of its longest-range inter-
continental ballistic mis-
siles (ICBMs) this month.

All of North Korea’s
ballistic missile activities
are banned by United Na-
tions Security Council
resolutions, though
Pyongyang defends them
as its sovereign right to
self-defence.

Less than half an hour
after the launch, North Ko-
rean state media carried a
statement from the defence
ministry criticising “mili-

tary gangsters” in the
United States and South
Korea for raising tensions
with drills, displays of force
and nuclear war planning.

The statement by an
unnamed ministry spokes-
man cited the arrival of the
US nuclear-powered sub-
marine USS Missouri in the
South Korean port city of
Busan on Sunday.

“The armed forces of
the DPRK will thoroughly
neutralise the US and its
vassal forces’ attempt to
ignite a nuclear war and
thus reliably ensure peace
and security in the Ko-
rean peninsula,” the state-
ment said, using the ini-
tials of North Korea’s of-
ficial name, the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

Deputy prosecutor Antoine Leroy speaks during a
press conference in Toulouse about Alex Batty, an
adolescent from Britain, who disappeared six years
ago in Spain and resurfaced in southern France.

Zuma says he will not
vote for ANC in South

Africa’s electionAid enters Gaza through
Israel’s Kerem Shalom

crossing for first time in war

Monitoring Desk
J O H A N N E S B U R G ;
Former South African
president Jacob Zuma said
he will not campaign for the
ruling African National
Congress (ANC) party in
the 2024 general election
and will vote for a new
party, a sign of growing di-
visions within the ANC
ahead of the vote.

Zuma, who said he re-
mained an ANC member,
has previously lashed out
at his successor Cyril
Ramaphosa, accusing him
of failing as a leader and
betraying the ANC with his
stance against corruption.

Zuma repeated the ac-
cusations and cited among

other issues the expulsion
from the party of its former
secretary general after he
was found guilty of violat-
ing the party’s constitu-
tion.

“The ANC I know
was never focused more
on expelling members
without implementing
proper processes to es-
tablish if such action was
appropriate,” Zuma told
journalists as he also cited
rolling power cuts as a
sign of economic misman-
agement by Ramaphosa’s
government.

“I have decided that
I  cannot  and wil l  not
campaign for the ANC
of Ramaphosa in 2024.

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: The Kerem
Shalom crossing between
Israel and Gaza opened on
Sunday for aid trucks for
the first time since the out-
break of the war, officials
said, a move intended to
double the amount of food
and medicine reaching the
enclave. The crossing had
been closed after an Oct. 7
attack by Hamas and aid
was being delivered solely
through Gaza’s Rafah
crossing with Egypt, which

Israel said could only ac-
commodate the entry of
100 trucks per day.

Two sources in the
Egypt Red Crescent told
Reuters that trucks were
starting to enter on Sun-
day through the Kerem
Shalom crossing on their
way into Gaza. One said
there were 79 trucks.
Kerem Shalom, on the bor-
der of Egypt, Israel and
Gaza, is one of the main
transit points for goods in
and out of Gaza.

Russia is not
interested

in extending
Black Sea grain

deal - RIA
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russia has no
interest in extending the
Black Sea grain deal, the
RIA news agency reported
on Sunday, citing Russia’s
agriculture minister Dmitry
Patrushev.

He added that to a
large extent this is a po-
litical decision, but Rus-
sia will continue to export
its grain, as it has its buy-
ers.

“Our grain export
volumes, taking into ac-
count the winding down
of the grain deal, have by
no means fal len, they
even slightly increased,”
RIA quoted Patrushev as
saying.

Russia withdrew in
July from the deal which
had allowed Ukraine to
safely export grain from
its Black Sea ports.

Russia says it quit
the deal because the ar-
rangement was not deliv-
ering grain to the poorest
countries, and because it
still faces barriers to its
own exports of grain and
fertiliser.
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ISLAMABAD: A view of illuminated with colorful
lights of S.T Thomas Church in connection with to
celebrate Christmas ceremony on 25th December
in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: People visiting stalls during 3rd
Pakistan International Property Housing and Con-
struction EXPO 2023 organized by Pakistan As-
sociation of Exhibition Industry (PAEL) at Pak
China Friendship Centre.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors are looks animals Skeleton in Pakistan Museum of
Natural History, in Federal Capital. Pakistan museum of natural history,
established in 1976, is a public natural history museum situated in Islamabad,
the federal capital of Pakistan.

Ombudsman Office
receive 190,000 complaints

during current year

Funeral prayer of Shaheed Head
Constable Ashraf and son offered

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The fu-
neral prayer of the valiant
martyr Head Constable of
Islamabad Capital Police,
Muhammad Asharaf and
his son was offered at Po-
lice Lines Headquarters
Islamabad with utmost re-
spect and honor.

The funeral ceremony

sonnel, and citizens.
A

smart contingent unit of the
police force presented
a guard of honor to the
martyr, and ICCPO Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan and se-
nior police officials draped
the coffins with flower
wreaths, before transport-
ing their mortal remains to

the elevation of the mar-
tyrs’ ranks.

The Shaheed Head
Constable valiantly sacri-
ficed his life, along with his
son, in safeguarding the lives
and property of the citi-
zens. Their commitment to
protecting the community
will not be forgotten, he
added.

was attended by Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan, senior police offi-
cials, administration, offic-
ers from various law en-
forcement departments, a
large number of police per-

their ancestral village in
Bhawana, district Chiniot.

ICCPO Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan met with the
bereaved families, express-
ing heartfelt condolences on
behalf of the entire police
force and recited fatiha for

Islamabad Capital Po-
lice Head Constable
Muhammad Ashraf along
with his son tried to appre-
hend two motorcyclists
committing robbery in
broad daylight in the vicin-
ity of Ramna police station.

AIOU
announces
schedule
for online
workshops

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has an-
nounced a workshop
schedule for postgraduate
programs, BS and B.Ed.
(ODL programs), offered
in the autumn semester of
2023.

According to details,
the workshops for the first
batch will be held from De-
cember 18 to January 1.
Each course workshop will
be held for six days. It
should be noted that work-
shops will be conducted
online on Microsoft Teams
through AIOU’s Aaghi
Learning Management
System (LMS) portal.

According to the Di-
rector General of Regional
Services, Dr Malik Tauqir
Ahmed Khan, log-in infor-
mation (user name and
password) has been shared
with the students, and they
are instructed to partici-
pate in these workshops
through the Aaghi portal.

All those students
who have not received
their username and pass-
word are instructed to con-
tact their nearest AIOU
regional office. As per the
instructions of the Vice
Chancellor of AIOU, Prof.
Dr. Nasir Mahmood, the
workshops for the remain-
ing batches of these pro-
grams will be announced
soon.

Campaign for registration
of house servants and

tenants data in full swing

AC City
swooped

down on alms
seekers, 16

netted
ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
swift operation, the Assis-
tant Commissioner City
swooped down on profes-
sional beggars plaguing
Islamabad’s posh sectors F-
6 and F-7 neighborhoods
on Sunday.

Sixteen individuals
were apprehended and
whisked away to Kohsar
Police Station, leaving the
swanky streets temporarily
beggar-free, ICT spokes-
man Dr Abdullah Tabasum
said. He said that this ac-
tion wasn’t just about
cleaning up the cityscape
from professional beggars.
While adult beggars faced
legal proceedings.

Mushaal Mullick says:
‘Special Kashmir advisory body’
to be formed soon for peaceful

solution of Kashmir cause
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister for Human Rights
and Women Empower-
ment, Mushaal Hussein
Mullick Sunday announced
that a special Kashmir ad-
visory committee would be
constituted soon on every
district level to mobilize and
for peaceful solution of
Kashmir cause.

Talking to PTV news
channel, she said that a
multi-faceted board com-
prising top national and in-
tentional diplomatic ex-
perts would play their ac-
tive role for this advisory
committee on Kashmir is-
sue, adding, the committee
would offer comprehensive
recommendations to the
Government in response to
the Indian Supreme Court’s
decision.

She also urged youth
to tap modern tools of IT
to help influence the world
against war crimes and hu-
man right violation of
Kashmiris, adding, youth
should devote their time and
energies for the promotion
of Kashmir cause and raise
their voice for the op-
pressed and subjugated

people of Indian Illegally
Occupied & Kashmir
(IIOJ&K).

She said the innocent
people of Kashmir had been
made alien in their own
homeland where occupa-
tion forces were killing, tor-
turing and maiming the
youth, while the women
were being dishonored.

She asked students to
intensify their political,
diplomatic and moral sup-
port to their brothers and
sisters in IIOJK, who were
struggling for their inher-
ent right to self-determina-
tion, adding, overseas
youth should sent online
petitions against Indian
government who are busy
in demographic changes in
Kashmir.

She also demanded in-
ternational organization to
pay attention and demilita-
rize Kashmir under UN’s
resolution, adding,

“Human rights viola-
tions and demographic
changes will not disappear
if a government blocks ac-
cess to international observ-
ers and then invests in a
public relations campaign
to offset any unwanted

publicity.”
She further said, “The

present Secretary General
of the UN is very active,
therefore, he will play his
due role in solving the
Kashmir dispute.”

“Jammu & Kashmir is
the core dispute between
Pakistan and India and to
ensure peace and stability
in South Asia the interna-
tional community must
play its due role in the
peaceful resolution of the
dispute in accordance with
the UN resolutions,” she
urged.

“The government of
India only aim to change the
demographic character of
Muslim majority in IIOJK
and dis empower its resi-
dents,” she said.

“Indian administra-
tion was only pursuing a
policy by splitting the
population of Kashmir to
secure their political fu-
ture,” she added.

She asked people not
to lose hope but stay vigi-
lant and alert, and safeguard
the Kashmiri rights and
write online e-mails to UN
and highlight the sufferings
of Kashmiris.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Wafaqi Mohtasib (Federal
Ombudsman), Ejaz Ahmad
Qureshi has directed the
investigation officers and
the heads of federal agen-
cies to ensure timely imple-
mentation of Wafaqi
Mohtasib decisions since
no slackness would be tol-
erated on this count.

He said that 178000
complaints have so far been
decided since January 2023
and the number of com-
plaints may touch an all-
time high figure of 190000
by the year-end.

Wafaqi Mohtasib was
presiding over a high-level
meeting of WM Regional
Officers from Lahore,
Faisalabad, Sargodha, and
Gujranwala on Wednesday.
Ijaz Ahmad Qureshi, speak-

ing to the media in Lahore,
for the first time after hav-
ing been elected as Presi-
dent of the Asian Ombuds-
man Association (AOA)
said that it was a great honor
and recognition of
Pakistan’s valuable contri-
bution. Commending the
performance of the Regional
Offices, he reiterated his firm
commitment to resolving the
issues faced by the poor
masses. He said that the
Wafaqi Mohtasib was a “
poor man’s court’’ and its
main purpose was to re-
dress the grievance of op-
pressed and marginalized
members of the community.

All out efforts would
be undertaken by the gov-
ernment officials to resolve
the complaints so that re-
lief was provided to poor

strata, he added. He said
without the allocation of
additional budget and man-
power, the officers of
Wafaqi Mohtasib had put
in their best to reach out to
the public to resolve their
complaints through Khulli
Katchehries and IRD. He
said several complaints,
filed with Wafaqi Mohtasib,
were increasing every year
and only in 2022 WM re-
ceived 164174 complaints
out of which 154770 com-
plaints were resolved.

This year WMS has
received 183000 complaints
till now and it is expected
that this number may reach
190000 by the end of the
year, he added. He said his
increase in the number of
complaints showed the trust
of the people.

Activism against Gender-based Violence

Aawaz II Holds
Provincial Consultation

to Mark 16 Days
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Aawaz II Programme
organised a provincial
consultation to mark the
16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based
Violence (GBV) through
its provincial partners in
Punjab, Peace & Justice
Network (PJN). The con-
sultation, titled “Unite! In-
vest to Prevent Violence
Against Women & Girls in
Punjab,” brought together
over 60 government offi-
cials, civil society repre-
sentatives, and Aawaz
IIforum members to dis-
cuss mechanisms for pre-
venting and addressing
GBV in the

province.
Ms Nabila Hakim Ali

Khan, Ombudsperson for
Protection of Women
against Harassment at the
Workplace said: “The of-
fice of the Ombudsperson
has notified a Rapid Ac-
tion Task Force to create
awareness of the legal
framework to prevent
sexual harassment at the
workplace and expedite
the reporting of cases of
sexual harassment. Ms.
Sumaira Samad, Secretary
of Women Development
Punjab said: “We must
work together to establish
comprehensive safety and
inclusion mechanisms that
empower all women, girls,
transgender persons,

women with disabilities,
and women from religious
minorities.”Dr Yasmin
Zaidi,  Aawaz II Team
Lead, during her opening
remarks said: “Leveraging
its network of 40,000 vol-
unteers within local com-
munities across 37 dis-
tr icts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab,
Aawaz II address the criti-
cal issue of gender-based
violence, child marriage
and intolerance.

These dedicated
community leaders ac-
tively work to empower
their communities towards
positive change.” Mr
Sheikh Muzaffar Akram,
representing the Crime &
Monitoring Unit of Punjab
Police, presented a com-
prehensive overview of
the initiatives undertaken
to ensure the safety and
security of citizens, with
a particular focus on vul-
nerable groups. Ms. Zaib
Wasim, Director, of Social
Welfare & Baitul Maal
Punjab emphasised that
these investments demon-
strate the government’s
commitment to creating a
more just and equitable
society for all. Mr. James
Hampson, County Direc-
tor, British Council Paki-
stan said: Gender-based
violence is a serious issue
requiring action from all
stakeholders.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: According
to details, following the
special orders of Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the Islamabad Capi-
tal Police “Knock the Door”
campaign for the registra-
tion of employees and ten-
ants is in full swing, a pub-
lic relations officer said.

He said that, during
this campaign various teams
of Islamabad Capital Police
are going to the streets and
door-to-door to ensure the
registration of tenants and
domestic workers as well as
to inquire about the prob-
lems faced by the citizens.

In this regard, the

Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Islamabad has
registered a data of 229
house servants of 551
houses from Secretariat
Police Station jurisdiction.

The purpose of this
campaign is to avoid any
untoward incident by main-
taining law and order in the
federal capital adding that
the registration of tenants
and domestic workers
could not only keep a close
watch on miscreants but
also prevent the elements
involved in any kind of sus-
picious activity. He said citi-
zens are also requested that
they can ask for the identity
of a person if someone dressed
in civil clothes.

ECP to resume
Akbar Babar’s plea on
PTI’s intra-party polls

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) is sched-
uled to resume the hearing
of the plea filed by PTI
founding member Akbar S.
Babar against intra-party
elections on December 18
(Monday).

The Commission re-
vealed the cause list for the
PTI intra-party case, set-
ting the hearing for Decem-
ber 18. A five-member ECP
bench will examine objec-
tions and issues raised
against PTI’s intra-party
elections with key appli-
cants such as Akbar S.
Babar, Raja Tahir Nawaz,
and Naureen Farooq. Bar-
rister Ali Zafar, represent-
ing PTI, is expected to
present the concluding ar-
guments before the bench.

The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
has summoned Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman Gohar Ali Khan
and several other party
members, including Chief
Election Commissioner
Niazullah Niazi, Umar

Ayub, Haleem Adil Sheikh,
Yasmin Rashid, Ali Amin
Gandapur, and RO Central
Secretariat Sardar Masroof,
in the intra-party election
case.

The notice highlighted
that the PTI intra-party
elections did not seem to
align with the party’s con-
stitution, Rules 2020, and
the Election Act 2017. It
emphasized that the ECP
issues a certificate only
when all the legal prerequi-
sites for conducting intra-
party elections under the
Election Rules 2017 are
met.

On December 2, fol-
lowing the ECP’s instruc-
tions, PTI conducted its
intra-party elections, re-
sulting in the election of
Barrister Gohar Khan as
the party’s new chairman.

PTI’s founding mem-
ber, Akbar S. Babar, referred
to the intra-party polls as a
drama. In a video statement,
he expressed concern that
the PTI has jeopardized the
party and its election sym-
bol, the ‘bat.’

PESHAWAR: Students are solving paper of Entry Test for Information Tech-
nology (IT) Courses under the supervision of Saylani Welfare International
Trust and arranged by Aziz Jan Trust.

KARACHI: Christian’s community wearing Santa Claus costume, participate
in a Christmas peace rally ahead of the celebration of Christmas.

Commuters demand
extension in Blue
Bus plying route

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
number of daily commut-
ers residing in different
housing societies located
near the Islamabad Express-
way on Sunday demanded
an extension in the route
covered by Blue Metro Bus
Service up to the PWD in-
terchange as a huge chunk
of road widening and con-
struction work had been
completed on one of the
busiest arteries of the twin
cities.
The residents of Korang,
Pakistan, Jinnah Garden,
PWD, Sohan, and other
adjacent societies told APP
that the authorities had
unveiled the blue bus ser-
vice route plan from Rawat
but deferred it due to the
condition of the road and
the subsequent construc-
tion and expansion work
from Korang Bridge to
Rawat.

But now that the road
widening work has been
completed in this area, a
considerable number of

daily commuters should
also be facilitated by the
bus service. The mass
transport facility should
also reach the periphery of
outer areas located within
30 km of the main down-
town, they opined.

Their demand coin-
cides with the Capital De-
velopment Authority’s de-
cision to roll out 160 elec-
tric buses on 13 differ-
ent routes in the capital
city.

Haji Abdul Qadoos,
a trader in PWD, said that
the introduction of blue
bus service on the Express-
way was a significant ini-
tiative to provide much-
needed transport facilities
to the masses, but after the
completion of hassle-free
traffic movement on the
newly constructed multi-
lane road from Korang
Bridge to Naval Anchorage
Housing Society, its route
should be immediately ex-
panded to PWD inter-
change.

Thorough investigations
needed into supply
of US weaponry to
terrorists: Durrani

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former federal minister and
senior politician
Muhammad Ali Durrani has
said that source and traf-
ficking of the latest Ameri-
can weapons and technol-
ogy to terrorists in the war
against Pakistan was mat-
ter of grave concern.

Demanding thorough
investigations into the mat-
ter, he questioned, “Where
are the terrorists fighting
against Pakistan obtaining
the latest American weap-
onry?”  In a statement is-
sued here on Sunday,
Muhammad Ali Durrani
said that it was imperative
to undertake these investi-
gations to root out terror-
ists and eliminate the
scourge of terrorism.

The United States of
America (USA) should as-
sist Pakistan with cutting-
edge technology which was
in the interests of both the
US and global security, he
emphasized. “The possi-
bility of another 9/11 can-
not be ruled out if the sup-
ply of the latest weaponry
to terrorists is not cur-

tailed,” he urged. Durrani
said that the availability of
sophisticated arms to ter-
rorists is a matter of con-
cern for regional and global
security.

“A new war is being
orchestrated against Paki-
stan through the latest
American arms,” he said. In
such circumstances, the US
should support Pakistan
with latest technology in
the war against terrorism.
“It is the interest of the US
to play a role for peace in
the region,” he said.

The former minister
said that American weap-
ons and technology are be-
ing used against Palestin-
ians by Israel and against
Pakistan by terrorists. The
presence of such weaponry
and technology among ter-
rorists raises numerous
questions that cannot be
ignored, he added.  Senator
Durrani said that the re-
sponsibility lies with the
United Nations and espe-
cially with the United
States to prevent the sup-
ply of new technology and
weapons to terrorists.

Imran should apologise
for May 9 events: Sana

FAISALABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) Punjab President
Rana Sanaullah asked the
former chairman of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to
apologise for his actions that
triggered the May 9 events.

Sana was addressing an
event organised by Christian
community in PP-108 in
connection with election
campaign.

He said that his party
had won the previous elec-
tions with the support of the
Christians in this constitu-
ency. He vowed to fix the
problems faced by the local
residents after coming into
the power.

He counted the feats of
PML-N government in
2017. He said that the coun-
try was progressing under
the leadership of Nawaz
Sharif.

He said that a con-
spiracy was hatched in 2017
that led to the ouster of
Nawaz Sharif.

“Now they {PTI lead-

ers} are saying that we’re
not getting a level playing
field. They are saying cases
are being filed against them.
They wanted to do politics
but their leader pushed
them to the sidelines. They
have crossed the red line on
May 9,” said the PML-N
leader.

“It is not their right to
attack the GHQ. The stat-
ues of the martyrs were
thrown down. On May 9,
the biggest defence office
was attacked.

Those who do such
things will face conse-
quences,” said Sana.

At the end, Sana said
that he would talk to the
caretaker chief minister for
release of outstanding dues
of Christian employees.

He said that Nawaz
Sharif brought prosperity
to the country, in 2017, the
dollar was cheap and the
country was developing.
Nawaz Sharif brought an
investment of 40 billion
dollars through CPEC.

Petrol price
declines by Rs
64.04 per litre

in three months
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
caretaker government has
decreased the price of
petrol by Rs. 64.04 per litre
and diesel by Rs. 52.99 per
litre during the last three
months.

A chart shared by the
Ministry of Energy and Pe-
troleum on the official so-
cial media account shows
that the price of petrol at Ex-
depot was Rs. 331.38 per
litre in October, and now,
the price has decreased to
Rs. 267.34 per liter in the
current month, directly ben-
efiting consumers and alle-
viating the financial burden
on fuel expenses. Similarly,
the price of diesel in October
was Rs. 329.18 per litre and
has now dropped to Rs.
276.19 per litre, providing
consumers with a benefit
of Rs. 52.99. The drop in
the price of petroleum
products is expected to con-
tribute significantly to easing
the financial impact on con-
sumers.


