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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a
meeting on Task Force of Polio Eradication.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi addressing the inaugural session of the Islamabad Conclave 2023 titled “Pakistan in a
changing world”, at the Institute of Strategic Studies.

Pakistan needs dynamic
approach to address threats
to regional peace: President

Pakistan needs dynamic
approach to address threats
to regional peace: President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday said amid the
challenging global scenario,
Pakistan required a dy-
namic approach to address
the threats to regional
peace.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral session of Islamabad
Conclave 2023 themed
‘Pakistan in a changing
world’ organized by Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI), he said
Pakistan must consciously
rediscover its vision in the
wake of super power rival-
ries and interference of
neighbouring states.

The president, in this
regard, emphasized close li-
aison among politicians
and parliamentarians, the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Ministry of
Defence for effective delib-
erations and policy-mak-
ing.

President Alvi said
Pakistan’s strategic shift
from geo-politics to geo-
economic and the regional
situation in the wake of
India’s belligerence needed
the policies in line with re-
gional and systemic devel-
opments.

President Alvi said the
civilized world today had
forgotten the principles of
morality and was witness-
ing prevalence of wars
waged by powerful against
weaker segments.

The situation in Gaza,
he said, was an alarming
sign of the apathy of the
world which could not stop
the massacre of innocent
people including women
and children.

He regretted that even
the gory imagery of Gaza
killings could not shake the
world’s conscience, terming
it a failure of the intellect of
mankind.

Nation should have no doubt
about general elections on

February 8: PM Kakar
before the elections which
way they would go to, so I
consider it a problem,” he
added.

He said as the arrange-
ments were in place, and he
was hopeful that the care-
taker government would be
able to give results in a rela-
tively better way.

The prime minister
said that he endorsed the
Election Commission’s de-
nial of any delay in the polls.

“They (Election Com-
mission) have to conduct
(elections). We are with
them.”

He said as per the Elec-
tion Commission, the elec-
tion schedule will cover
56 days, based on which
the schedule should be
announced by December
14.

Asked about the no-
tions of elections being as-
sociated with the decline in
Imran Khan’s popularity

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar said
that the nation should not
have any doubts about the
general elections, scheduled
to be held on February 8,
2024.

“I have no doubt about
it... The concerns are often
associated with our politi-
cal system. We have a his-
tory of our own,” he re-
marked in an interview with
Independent Urdu, pub-
lished on Wednesday.

The prime minister ex-
pressed the hope that the
elections would be held in
free and fair manner.

To a question, he said
he did not consider the gen-
eral elections of the 70s as
a benchmark either as many
people had different opin-
ions about those polls.

“Of course, they were
very transparent. At that
time, it was already decided

and his exclusion from the
electoral process, the prime
minister termed it a politi-
cal analysis.

However, the elections
would judge the popularity
of any political leader, he
commented.

To a question about the
participation of Imran
Khan or his party in the
general elections, he that
there was no restriction on
him as yet.

“However, if some-
thing unusual comes up, I
can’t say anything about it
. As of today, they are in a
position to contest elec-
tions and they will con-
test.”

About the disappear-
ances and resurfacing of
PTI leaders, the prime
minister said such people
went into hiding, fearing
arrest for their involvement
in attacks on state institu-
tions on May 9.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday said amid the
challenging global scenario,
Pakistan required a dy-
namic approach to address
the threats to regional
peace.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral session of Islamabad
Conclave 2023 themed
‘Pakistan in a changing
world’ organized by Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI), he said
Pakistan must consciously
rediscover its vision in the
wake of super power rival-
ries and interference of
neighbouring states.

The president, in this
regard, emphasized close li-
aison among politicians
and parliamentarians, the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Ministry of
Defence for effective delib-
erations and policy-mak-
ing.

President Alvi said
Pakistan’s strategic shift
from geo-politics to geo-
economic and the regional
situation in the wake of
India’s belligerence needed
the policies in line with re-

gional and systemic devel-
opments.

President Alvi said the
civilized world today had
forgotten the principles of
morality and was witness-
ing prevalence of wars
waged by powerful against
weaker segments.

The situation in Gaza,
he said, was an alarming
sign of the apathy of the
world which could not stop
the massacre of innocent
people including women
and children.

He regretted that even
the gory imagery of Gaza
killings could not shake the
world’s conscience, terming
it a failure of the intellect of
mankind.

The president recalled
that decades ago, the world
after several war-related
massacres in Europe had ar-
rived at the culmination of
peace treaties and bodies like
the League of the Nations
and the United Nations
(UN). However, he pointed
out that now every rule
made by the civilized world
as a lesson learned after sev-
eral wars was being under-
mined. Dr Alvi said allow-

ing few states the right of
veto power was in fact the
first failure of mankind to
bow before the vested inter-
ests.

War, he said, was not a
solution to resolve any con-
flict and always resulted in
a never-ending vicious cycle
of violence. He expressed
disappointment over the
approach of democratic
countries supporting wars
and said morality must be
the anchor of human think-
ing. He said the world at the
moment direly needed the
approach of love, empathy
and forgiveness.  In
Pakistan’s current politi-
cal scenario, he said, the
same spirit of forgiveness
and empathy was lacking
and added that the nations
evolve on the basis of these
factors. Besides conflicts,
he said, the world faced
several threats such as
skewed development, immi-
gration problems in first
world countries as result of
the conflicts in third world
countries, increasing pov-
erty, artificial intelligence,
nuclear weaponization, and
environmental changes.

LAHORE: Muslim League (PML-N) President, Nawaz Sharif along with
Shahbaz Sharif, Maryam Nawaz and others exchanges views with Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q) President, Chaudhry Shujaat during meeting to dis-
cuss electoral alliance and seat adjustments on Gujrat seats, in Lahore.

MULTAN: Caretaker Federal Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting and Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza
Solangi unveiling plaque to inaugurate the PTV Na-
tional Multan 24/7 transmission at PTV Centre.

Solangi unveils 24-hour PTV Multan
Center, vows to ensure transparent polls
Says PTV Multan transmission thru satellite to open new

avenues of opportunities for poets, artists

MULTAN (APP): Care-
taker Federal Minister for
Information, Broadcasting
and Parliamentary Affairs
Murtaza Solangi said on
Wednesday that general
elections would be held on
February 8, 2024 and full
preparations were underway
to accomplish the task in a
fair and transparent man-
ner. Talking to media per-
sons at the inaugural cer-
emony of the 24-hour re-
gional transmission of Pa-
kistan Television Multan,
he said that the people
would ultimately decide
the next government of the
country and formally give
the mandate on elections
day through the ballot.

He  d ispe l l ed  any
doubt by some quarters
about the holding of gen-
eral elections.

He pointed out that
Preamble of the Constitu-
tion had indicated that
elected representatives
would ultimately run the
affairs of the country.

Answering a question,
he said the media was free
and the judiciary was in-
dependent in the country.

Solangi said that mul-
tiple voices and slogans
were the hallmark of de-
mocracy and no  one
should worry about the
democratic norms. “De-
mocracy does  no t

harbour sheer silence just
like a graveyard,” he re-
marked. He said at the
moment, the performance
of the next parliament and
government could not be
assessed in advance.

“We will hand over af-
fairs of the country to the
next government in a better
state than the point when
the caretaker government
took over the charge,” he
added. He categorically
stated that fundamental de-
cision-making was not the
task of caretaker govern-
ment, and it was surely the
responsibility of an elected
government and elected
parliament.

IHC rejects Imran petition
seeking withdrawal of his

appeal plea against EC decision
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has rejected PTI
chairman Imran Khan pe-
tition seeking withdrawal of
his appeal plea against
Election Commission (EC)
decision in Toshakhana ref-
erence.

The court announced
reserved judgment on PTI
chairman petition to with-
draw his appeal plea
against EC October 21,
2022 decision. The decision
was announced by Chief

Justice (CJ) IHC Aamer
Farooq here Wednesday.

The court rejected
chairman PTI petition.

The court had reserved
judgment on September 13
after hearing the arguments
of the respondents.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here chairman PTI had
challenged EC October 21,
2022 decision.

Chairman PTI wants to
withdraw the appeal from
IHC and run it in Lahore
High Court.

PM orders emergency
polio eradication plan

for high-risk areas
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Wednesday directed formu-
lation of an emergency po-
lio eradication plan and
launch of integrated
programmes in high-risk
union councils.

Chairing a meeting on
Task Force on Polio Eradi-
cation, he emphasized
monitoring of polio vacci-
nation campaigns by using
modern technology.

Expressing the recent
report of pol ice cases,
the prime minister re-
gretted that the crippling

disease, which was eradi-
cated from the globe, still
existed in Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

PM Kakar said regard-
ing the use of Inactivated
Polio Virus (IPV) vaccine,
best international practices
and research needed to be
taken into consideration.

He directed resumption
of the regular polio immu-
nization campaign across
the country.

The prime minister
lauded the efforts of inter-
national community and
development partners in
polio eradication.

Nawaz Sharif visits
Ch. Shujaat after 15 years

LAHORE (INP): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) supremo,
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
on Wednesday visited the
residence of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Quaid (PML-
Q) President Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain after 15
long years.

PML-N President
Shehbaz Sharif, Maryam
Nawaz, Rana Sanaullah,
Ayaz Sadiq and Azam
Nazeer Tarar accompanied
the party supremo.

The two parties have
discussed electoral alliance
and seat adjustments on

Gujrat seats.
PML-N has decided to

support PML-Q candi-
dates on two National As-
sembly and three provincial
assembly seats.

Chaudhry Salik and
Tariq Bashir Cheema will
contest election on Na-
tional Assembly seats from
Gujrat.

PML-Q leaders
Chaudhry Wajahat
Hussain, Salik Hussain and
Shafay Hussain were also
in the meeting.

However, no official
statement was issued fol-
lowing the meeting.

Decision taken to fix for hearing
presidential reference regarding
murder of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Decision has been taken to
fix presidential reference
regarding murder of former
Prime Minister (PM)
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto for
hearing soon.

Important progress
has come to fore on  hear-
ing of presidential refer-
ence on the matter of mur-
der of former PM Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto.

The reference for de-
claring the execution of
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto a judi-
cial murder is likely to be
fixed for hearing in next
week. A larger bench of Su-
preme Court (SC) under
the Chief Justice of Paki-

stan (CJ0) Qazi Faez Isa
will hear the presidential
reference.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here former president
Asif Ali Zardari had filed
presidential reference in SC
in 2011. 6 hearing  of the
reference have taken place
so far.  First hearing was
held on January 02, 2012.

First five hearings of
presidential reference were
conducted  by 11-member
larger bench of SC under
former Chief Justice  of
Pakistan (CJP) Iftikhar
Muhammad Chaudhry.
The last hearing of the case
was conducted by larger
bench.

Three perish as
fire erupts in

shopping mall
near Karachi’s
Ayesha Manzil

KARACHI (INP): At least
three people perished af-
ter a fire erupted in one of
the shops located in Arshi
Shopping Mall adjoining
Ayesha Manzil in a
Karachi central neighbor-
hood, according to police
and rescuers.

The mayor of Karachi,
who was present at the site
and overseeing the rescue
efforts, confirmed the
death of three people.

Wahab, in a post on X
formerly Twitter, men-
tioned the discovery of a
‘third dead body’. In a pre-
vious post, Wahab said that
two individuals with ‘severe
burn injuries’ had been trans-
ferred to Civil Hospital.

Security forces kill
terrorist in Kulachi

operation
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Security Forces on Wednes-
day gunned down Terrorist
Habib Ur Rehman during an
intelligence-based opera-
tion conducted in general
area Kulachi of Dera Ismail
Khan District.  According
to the Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) news re-
lease, the Army troops ef-
fectively engaged the terror-
ists’ location, as a result of
which terrorist Habib Ur
Rehman was sent to hell.

Dr Shamshad awarded with ‘Most
Influential Woman in Islamic
Business and Finance 2023’

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Minister for Finance,
Revenue, and Economic Affairs Dr Shamshad Akhtar was
honoured with the prestigious Award of the ‘Most Influ-
ential Woman in Islamic Business and Finance 2023’ at
the 5th Annual WOMANi event held in Dubai, organized

Inclusion of
Justice Ijaz in

SJC as member
challenged in SC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The inclusion of Justice
Ijaz ul Ahsan as member
in Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) in the matter of
proceedings against Jus-
tice Mazahar Ali Naqvi
has  been challenged in Su-
preme Court (SC).

Mian Dad advocate
has filed a  constitutional
petition in SC making fed-
eral government and sec-
retary SJC respondents.

Complete order sheet
of former CCPO Ghulam
Muhammad Dogar case is
attached with the petition.
The application regarding
objections on Justice Ijaz
Ul Ahsan in SJC is also at-
tached with the constitu-
tional petition. Mian Dad
has said the reference of
corruption and miscon-
duct against Justice
Mazahar Naqvi  is pend-
ing hearing in SJC.

He further said SJC
has issued second show
cause notice to Justice
Mazahar Naqvi on his
complaint. In showcause
notice question has been
asked from Justice
Mazahar Naqvi about
three audio leaks.  The
three audio leaks relate to
bench fixing of cases and
Ghulam Muhammad
Dogar case.

He said Justice Ijaz ul
Ahsan was part of the
bench which heard the
cas e  o f Gh u lam
Muhammad Dogar under
bench fixing.

by Cambridge IFA.
Dr. Akthar’s outstanding contributions to the field

were recognized, especially her unwavering commitment
and groundbreaking efforts in advancing Islamic finance
and economics globally, the Ministry of Finance Wednes-
day posted on X.

ADB approves $658.8mln
financial support for Pak
sustainable development

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has approved
this week three projects
amounting to $658.8 mil-
lion to help Pakistan
achieve its goal of more in-
clusive and sustainable
growth and development.

The projects would fo-
cus on improving domestic
resource mobilization; reha-
bilitating schools damaged
by the devastating August
2022 floods; and enhancing
agricultural productivity to
improve food security, a
news release said on
Wednesday.

“This significant new
wave of financing will help
Pakistan recover from the
impacts of last year’s cost-
of-living crisis and super-
floods and return to the path
of long-term development
that is sustainable and in-
clusive,” ADB Director
General for Central and
West Asia Yevgeniy
Zhukov said.

“This multifaceted ap-
proach is part of ADB’s
strategic engagement in Pa-
kistan and cohesively de-
ploys our program lending
and project investments to
enhance support for
Pakistan’s efforts to im-
prove its economic situa-
tion and enhance the qual-
ity of life for its people,”
he added.

The Improved Re-
source Mobilization and
Utilization Reform
Programme would support
the government to realize
its ambition of achieving
economic growth that is
sustainable, broad-based,
and inclusive.

The $300 million
policy-based loan would
support the initiative’s first
subprogram, which focuses
on laying the foundation for
reforms to policies, laws,
and institutional capacity
that would improve domes-
tic resource mobilization
and utilization.
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ADB’s vital support
for Pakistan’s
development

In a latest important development, the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) has approved three projects worth
$658.8 million to help Pakistan achieve its goal of more
inclusive and sustainable growth and development. Ac-
cording to a statement the other day, the Manila-based
lender said the projects will focus on improving domestic
resource mobilisation, rehabilitating schools damaged by
the devastating August 2022 floods and enhancing agri-
cultural productivity to improve food security.

“This significant new wave of financing will help
Pakistan recover from the impacts of last year’s cost-of-
living crisis and super-floods and return to the path of
long-term development that is sustainable and inclusive,”
said ADB Director General for Central and West Asia
Yevgeniy Zhukov. “This multifaceted approach is part
of ADB’s strategic engagement in Pakistan and cohesively
deploys our programme lending and project investments
to enhance support for Pakistan’s efforts to improve its
economic situation and enhance the quality of life for its
people.” The Improved Resource Mobilisation and
Utilisation Reform Programme will support the govern-
ment to realise its ambition of achieving economic growth
that is sustainable, broad-based, and inclusive.

The $300 million policy-based loan will support
the initiative’s first sub-programme, which focuses on
laying the foundation for reforms to policies, laws, and
institutional capacity that will improve domestic resource
mobilisation and utilization. The programme is helping
to transform tax administration, public expenditure man-
agement, and other institutional structures to strengthen
resource mobilisation including non-debt resources such
as private investment and savings. The ongoing Sindh
Secondary Education Improvement Project will receive
additional financing — a $275 million emergency assis-
tance loan that is part of ADB’s $1.5 billion pledge of
support for Pakistan’s recovery from the devastating 2022
floods. The additional financing will help reconstruct up
to 1,600 flood-damaged schools using disaster- and cli-
mate-resilient and gender-responsive designs. This will
boost resilience and inclusivity in the education system
in Pakistan, helping recovery of learning and earning losses
especially for girls in the most disadvantaged and vulner-
able districts of Sindh.  An $800,000 technical assistance
grant will be provided to help plan and monitor the status
of reconstruction in all flood-damaged schools and pro-
vide implementation support, including for introducing
inclusive design features. A concessional loan of $80 mil-
lion for the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Food Security Sup-
port Project, which is also part of ADB’s $1.5 billion
pledge of support for Pakistan’s recovery from the 2022
floods, will help address climate vulnerabilities, enhance
food security, and boost the livelihoods of rural farm
households in the most flood-damaged districts in the
province. The project will provide essential agriculture
inputs and training to smallholder farmers, including
women, and improve household nutrition and women’s
empowerment. It will also enhance digital access and avail-
ability, especially with regard to market opportunities
and climate information.  The bank will administer a $3
million grant for the project from the Japan Fund for
Prosperous and Resilient Asia and the Pacific that will
finance activities for women farmers related to seed clean-
ing and the safer handling of agrochemicals.

It is America’s war now

Zahid Hussain

The UN has warned that
“an even more hellish sce-
nario is about to unfold”
in Gaza. Israel has now
launched its heaviest
bombardment yet on the
Strip killing hundreds
more people after the col-
lapse of a weeklong pause
that saw the exchange of
some Israeli and Palestin-
ian prisoners. Israeli
ground operations now
extend to the entire Strip
and are being conducted
with a ferocity not wit-
nessed before.

Tens of thousands of
people have been dis-
placed in the latest Israeli
offensive, making it ex-
tremely difficult for any
kind of humanitarian aid
to reach them. All commu-
nication services have
been cut off as the geno-
cide of a hapless people
continues unabated. It is
all happening with active
US support. It is evident
that the Israeli war effort
is being backed by the
Biden administration.

A m e r i c a n - m a d e
bombs have reportedly
been used in some of the
deadliest Israeli strikes on
Gaza that have killed thou-
sands of children and de-
stroyed most of the occu-
pied Strip. That makes the
Biden administration
equally responsible for
the ongoing massacre in
the occupied territory.

According to a re-
port published in the Wall
Street Journal recently, Is-
raeli forces used powerful
bombs supplied by the US
in the attack on a refugee
camp that killed more than
100 people.

It was not the only
such incident where
American weapons have
been used by Israeli
forces in Gaza. The Biden

administration has mas-
sively intensified the sup-
ply of the most modern
and lethal kind of weap-
onry to Israel for the war
on the besieged enclave.

Among the casual-
ties, more than 6,000 chil-
dren have been killed so
far. As the UN chief said
the occupied territory has
turned into “a graveyard
for children”.

And the carnage is
being carried out with the
bombs and other weap-
ons supplied to the Zion-
ist regime by the US.
Washington has report-
edly provided thousands
of large bombs and artil-
lery shells for Israel’s war
on Gaza.

The WSJ report
said a surge of US arms
to Israel since the start
of the war has included
15,000 bombs and 57,000
155mm artillery shells.
The US administration
has remained silent on
the level of weapons
support to Israel.

What is most alarm-
ing is the fact that the US
recently supplied “bun-
ker-buster” bombs, along
with an array of other mu-
nitions to Israel, which has
escalated its bombard-
ment of the besieged ter-
ritory. The WSJ report
said these bomb carry
warheads weighing more
than 900 kilograms and
that have previously been
used by the US in its wars
in Afghanistan, Iraq and
Syria.

But while the US
used those bombs mainly
in open places, Israel, ac-
cording to some media
reports, is using them in
densely populated areas
in Gaza, causing mas-
sive destruction of
property and human life.
Some of these bombs
have reportedly been
used by the Israeli
forces in areas close to
hospitals, rendering the
latter non-functional.

Unicef says that
the situation has be-
come so bad that hospi-
tal staff in southern
Gaza “cannot continue”.
The world has not seen
such barbarism in recent

times.
Despite growing in-

ternational pressure, the
Biden administration is
not willing to call for a
ceasefire. US officials
claim they have repeat-
edly asked the Israeli
leadership to try to limit
civilian casualties, even
as Zionist forces lay
siege to Gaza’s main
hospitals.

Israel has already
extended its military op-
erations to the West
Bank. Hundreds of Pal-
estinians have been
killed in Israeli military
actions in the territory.
It’s all happening with
encouragement from
Washington.

American officials
claim the war could pro-
vide a long-term solu-
tion to the Palestinian
issue. But the situation
is completely the oppo-
site. The genocide and
mass destruction caus-
ing the displacement of
millions of people has
made things worse. It
has become more diffi-
cult to resolve the major
cause of the conflict that
is rooted in the
colonisation of Pales-
tine.

What is more
shameful is the report
that the Biden adminis-
tration is seeking the
support of Egypt and
Jordan for the homeless
Gaza population to be
settled in their countries.

Such suggestions
are quite contradictory
to what US Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris
said in a statement that
“under no circum-
stances will the United
States permit the forced
relocation of Palestin-
ians from Gaza or the
West Bank”.

It is now apparent
that Washington is fully
behind the Israeli war on
Gaza. In fact, it is now
America’s war that has
serious implications for
global peace. The war
has politically divided
the US, with the major-
ity of Americans want-
ing the war to end.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Deadly diplomacy

Mahir Ali

No one who lived any-
where in the world
through the 1970s could
ignore Henry Kissinger as
he bestrode the world like
a colossus, not so much
as the peacemaker he pre-
tended to be than as con-
solidator of the American
empire.

We were meant to
marvel at Super K, the
real-world incarnation of
Superman as he shuttled
through war zones and
beyond, sprinkling his
enormous wisdom along
the way.

Kissinger, who died
a week ago at the overripe
age of 100, has been cast
as a diplomatic superstar
who pursued US interests
to the end of the world.
That is not an inaccurate
assumption, provided one
recognises that the inter-
ests were exclusively
those of the imperium that
the US sought to usher in
after World War II: they
served the aims of the
political and economic
elites who were deter-
mined to make the world
safe for capitalism.

“We the people”
mentioned at the outset
of the Declaration of In-
dependence had nothing
to do with it. It logically
follows that people any-
where simply did not mat-
ter. The encomiums and
panegyrics that have
flowed in much of the
Western media in the past
week — alongside some
unrelenting critiques —
do not suggest that
Kissinger ever lost any
sleep over the human dev-
astation his policies
wrought from Latin
America to Asia, the
Middle East and Africa.

It was more or less

taken for granted that
Kissinger would be en-
sconced in the US foreign
policy establishment, re-
gardless of who won the
1968 election. Richard
Nixon probably would not
have been his first choice
as a boss, but once Nixon
emerged as the Republi-
can nominee, Kissinger
curried favour by helping
to prevent a Vietnam peace
agreement that might
have benefited the Demo-
cratic alternative.

The US war in
Indochina dragged on for
another five years. As
Nixon’s national security
adviser, Kissinger was
largely responsible for the
death toll in not just Viet-
nam but also Cambodia
and Laos.

With an office in the
White House, Kissinger
was conveniently placed
to take away the foreign
policy initiative from
Nixon’s first secretary of
state, William Rogers —
who, inter alia, was will-
ing to collaborate with the
USSR in ushering in a
Middle East peace agree-
ment that would have dis-
appointed the Palestin-
ians, but might have re-
duced the bloodshed.

Willingly serving a
profoundly antisemitic
president, Kissinger him-
self was not particularly
wedded to the interests of
Israel beyond seeing it as
an invaluable asset that
could help the US win
over Arab states that
leaned towards the So-
viet Union, especially
Egypt.

Within its limita-
tions, his shuttle diplo-
macy succeeded on that
front, but its appalling
consequences continue
to be demonstrated half
a century later as the US
aids and abets an unfold-
ing genocide in the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank.

Genocide was never
much of a moral dilemma
for Kissinger. He was
happy to pursue it in
Vietnam and extend it to
Laos and Cambodia. In
the latter instance, he
was directly responsible
for every airstrike —

“It’s an order,” Kissinger
told a subordinate in
1970. “Anything that
flies, on anything that
moves.”

This ingenious
strategy paved the way
for the Khmer Rouge re-
gime that killed an esti-
mated two million Cam-
bodians — and enjoyed
US backing after it was
displaced by a Vietnam-
ese humanitarian inter-
vention.

Kissinger’s crimes
of commission also in-
clude the fate of a demo-
cratic socialist interlude
in Chile, where Nixonger
— as Isaiah Berlin
dubbed the duo — de-
cided Salvador Allende
was intolerable even be-
fore was inaugurated.

“I don’t see why we
need to stand by and
watch a country go com-
munist due to the irre-
sponsibility of its
people,” Kissinger com-
mented in 1970. And the
US did not stand by.
Allende was overthrown
and assassinated three
years later, and Augusto
Pinochet, as well as
Argentina’s Jorge Videla
among other military ty-
rants, revelled in
Kissinger’s imprimatur
as they went on a killing
spree.

Kissinger did noth-
ing to tame Nixon’s rac-
ist and misogynist aver-
sion to Indians and par-
ticularly Indira Gandhi.
Yahya Khan, who dili-
gently served as
Nixonger’s emissary to
China, was amply re-
warded when he inaugu-
rated a civil war in 1971.

Despite the count-
less skeletons in his cup-
board, Kissinger re-
mained a source of advice
to successive US admin-
istrations — and to many
other governments via
his firm, Kissinger and
Associates, whose client
list he wasn’t prepared to
reveal even when tapped
as the head of the 9/11
Commission. Perhaps be-
cause he was unwilling to
acknowledge the conse-
quences of his decisions.
-- Courtesy Dawn

President Dr. Arif Alvi being briefed about innovative technological startups and their products, at the
Angels Investors Summit & Startup Showcase held at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatization Mr Fawad
Hasan Fawad chairing a meeting of Privatization Commission with the
Financial Advisor and management of First Women Bank Limited.

Dr. Alvi for marketplace to promote
Pakistani startups through linkages

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi here
Wednesday called for
establishing a marketplace
to provide Pakistani
startups a platform for
promoting their
indigenously developed
products through linkages
with the investors as well
as the global markets.

The president,
addressing the Angels
Investors Summit &
Startup Showcase, said the
startups needed to
effectively market their
products and enhance their
outreach for benefit of the
local population as well as
the innovators.

The president
appreciated the 11
shortlisted startups for the
way they were developing
the intellectual properties.

He lauded the
‘tremendous’ innovative
ideas of the startups who
also gave presentations on
their products which are
gradually getting
recognition in the market.

The president
suggested the summit
organizers to record
detailed video messages of
the startups so that they
could better explain their
products to the people as
well as the potential
investors.

He told the gathering
that in the initially, the
developed countries had
also been benefiting from
the foreign ideas by
modifying them in
accordance with their local
needs. Emphasizing the use
of technology and artificial
intelligence in the health

sector, President Alvi said
the telemedicine was the
only solution to Pakistan’s
health care problems as it
would save the poor from
paying the transport and
other hassles besides
reducing burden on the
system.

He also called for
utilizing the AI and other
technologies to address the
issue of mental health as
around 24% of the
population suffered any
form of stress. Around 60-
80% of college students
were also under mental
stress which sometimes led
to violence or suicides.

He also stressed the
need for addressing the
taboos associated with the
diseases like breast cancer,
which he said was being
overcome through frequent

messaging and awareness
drives.

Chairperson of
Aspire Pakistan Hassan
Syed apprised the audience
of the journey of bringing
the startups under the
network, the establishment
of the National Ideas Bank,
Pak Angels and Startup
Pakistan platforms.

He said around 8,000
trainings had taken place
under the National Ideas
Bank and 11 shortlisted
startup had to go through
screening process which
examined their ideas and
scope of their products.

Founder of Pak
Angels Anwar Khan, in his
remarks, said the
innovation was a must for
a prosperous Pakistan as
it could boost the
country’s exports.

Efforts to promote
technological innovation

for crops growth
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
National Food Security &
Research Dr Kausar
Abdullah Malik on
Wednesday said that maize
is a strategic crop
concerning national food
security needs and the
ministry will make all
efforts to promote the
latest technological
innovation and provide an
enabling policy for the
crop’s continued growth.

He expressed these
views during the meeting
with the CropLife Pakistan
delegation, which apprised
the minister of their
contribution to the seed
sector, in particular, maize,
where over the past two
decades yields have grown
four-fold and overall
production has increased
from a little over 1 million
metric tons to an
impressive 10.5 million
metric tons in 2022-23.

Pakistan’s exports to
Afghanistan increase

by 2.65% in 4 months
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s export of goods
and services to Afghanistan
witnessed an increase of
2.65 per cent during the
first four months of the
current fiscal year (2023-
24) as compared to the
exports of the
corresponding period of
last year, State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) reported.

The overall exports to
Afghanistan were recorded

at US $180.686 million
during July-October
(2023-24) against exports
of US $176.019 million
during July- October
(2022-23), SBP data
revealed.

On a year-to-year basis,
the exports to Afghanistan
also surged by 6.57 per cent
from $48.862 million in
October 2022, against the
exports of $52.077 million in
October 2023.

MOITT announces
initiatives to empower

freelancers
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
(MOITT) has announced
a groundbreaking initiative,
offering interest-free loans
to freelancers to empower
independent professionals
by enabling them to
establish e-working
centers, addressing the
critical challenge of
inadequate workplaces.

According to official
of MOITT under the
comprehensive plan, “Each
freelancer is set to receive
financial assistance of Rs
100,000 to establish their
own e-working center. This
strategic move is
anticipated to
revolutionize the freelance
landscape in the country,
significantly enhancing the
economic contributions of
freelancers.”

PAJCCI expresses concern
over closure of Pak-Afghan
border for trade at Torkhem
PESHAWAR (APP): Pak-
Afghan Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PAJCCI) has expressed
concern over closure of
Pak-Afghan border at
Torkhem for trade for the
last almost 24 hours.

In a press statement
issued here on
Wednesday, Coordinator
PAJCCI,  Zia ul  Haq
Sarhadi said the border
crossing at Torkham has
been closed for goods

laden trucks at around
4:00 p.m of Tuesday.

Regarding reason
behind closure, Zia shared
that the decision of closing
border has been taken
after erect ion of a
signboard at zero point
inscribed with wording of
‘Goodbye Pakistan’. He
also informed that
pedestr ian crossing is
open, but trucks are not
allowed to cross border
from both the sides.

Top Chinese cotton
producer welcomes

collaboration with Pak

CG Indonesia
visits SCCI

SUKKUR (APP): Consul
General of Indonesia Dr
June Kuncoro on
Wednesday visited the
Sukkur Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(SCCI) Sukkur.

While exchanging the
views during meeting, the
Indonesian CG said that
We have to deeply
understand the patterns
and structure of challenges
hindering trade between
the two countries.

He congratulated the
newly-elected president of
SCCI Sukkur and hopes to
see his contribution
towards enhanced
I n d o n e s i a - P a k i s t a n
cooperation.

He said that as the
Indonesian government
was always keen to
support business people,
hence, the Indonesian
Consulate and its embassy
in Islamabad remain
extensively engaged
beyond the call of duty in
identifying opportunities
and fully facilitating
businessmen of both
countries. To enhance
Indonesia-Pakistan trade
ties, he advised the
business community of
Karachi to participate in
trade fairs, meet Indonesian
business people.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Five
ships, MSC Jemima, MSC
Greenwich, Maersk
Chicago, Meratus
Jayawijaya and Ardmore
Cherokee Carrying
Containers and Palm oil,
berthed at Container
Terminaland Liquid
Terminal respectively on
Tuesday.

Meanwhile two more
ships, FMT Efes and Eget
Bulker carrying Coko and
Chemicals also arrived at
outer anchorage of the port
during last 24 hours.

BEIJING (APP): “Our
cotton consumption still
falls short of achieving
complete self-sufficiency,
leading our company to
consider importing cotton.
In the future, we plan to
collaborate with leading
cotton-producing nations
globally, tailoring our
partnerships based on
specific variety
requirements,” said Ms.
Zhang Yan, the interim

CEO of WinnerMedical.
“While we do not

direct ly procure from
cotton farmers,  our
approach primari ly
involves ut i lizing
platforms l ike China
Cotton to select the most
suitable global supply
chains.  Collaborat ion
with major cotton-
producing nations like
Pakistan is  entirely
feasible.”
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COP28 deal may demand
phase-out of fossil fuels

derly and just phase-out of
fossil fuels” which if
adopted would mark the
first global deal to end the
oil age.

But even as NGOs
slammed the record number
of fossil fuel lobbyists at
the UN climate talks this
year, the industry showed
it wouldn’t browbeaten,
with the OPEC cartel host-
ing a chat on “climate ini-
tiatives” and one of the
heads of the “Big Oil” ma-
jors sparring with activists.

On the COP28 main
stage, the CEOs of several
major energy firms argued
in favour of oil and gas,
highlighting their progress
in areas such as cutting the

Indonesia rescuers evacuate all
climbers from Marapi volcano

after eruption killed 23

Iran sends up
rocket with
test living
capsule

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Iran sent up a
rocket with a test living
space capsule on Wednes-
day, the semi-official
Tasnim news agency re-
ported, as the country
pressed on with plans to
send astronauts into
space.

The announcement
came 10 years after Iran
announced it had sent two
live monkeys into space
and brought them back
safely.

Monitoring Desk
TANAH DATAR: Rescu-
ers have evacuated all of the
climbers who were trapped
in Indonesia’s Marapi vol-
cano, a spokesperson for
the search and rescue
agency said on Wednesday,
after it erupted this week,
killing 23 people.

There were 75 climb-
ers at the time on 2,891-
metre (9484.91 ft) high
Marapi, one of Sumatra’s
most active volcanoes,
when it began spewing gray

clouds of ash as high as 3
kilometres (2 miles) into the
sky on Sunday.

Jody Haryawan, a
spokesperson for the res-
cue team, said one missing
climber was found on
Wednesday afternoon. On
Tuesday, the rescuers
evacuated 22 bodies from
the volcano. All the climb-
ers were accounted for, fol-
lowing the rescue earlier of
dozens, many of whom
were wounded or burned by
the eruption.

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Countries at the
COP28 climate conference
are considering calling for a
formal phase-out of fossil
fuels as part of the UN
summit’s final deal to tackle
global warming.

The proposal is set to
spark heated debate among
the nearly 200 countries,
with some Western and cli-
mate-vulnerable states
pushing for the language to
be used and many oil and
gas producers keen to leave
it out.

The draft of what
could be the final agreement
from COP28, released by
the UN climate body on
Tuesday, proposed “an or-

greenhouse gas methane.
“We are big guys and

we can do big things. We
can deliver results and we
will have to report them
very soon,” said Jean Paul
Prates, CEO of Brazil’s
state-run oil company
Petrobras. “The energy
transition will only be valid
if it’s a fair transition,” he
added.

At least 2,400 fossil
fuel lobbyists registered for
this year’s summit, an
analysis of UN registration
data published by Kick Big
Polluters Out showed, out-
numbering the delegates
from the 10 most climate
vulnerable countries com-
bined.

President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
and Russian President Vladimir Putin attend a meeting at Qasr Al Watan in
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

Putin, escorted by fighter jets, lands
in Saudi Arabia for MbS talks

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin landed
in Saudi Arabia on Wednes-
day for hastily arranged
talks with Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman on
oil, Gaza and Ukraine.

It was not immediately
clear what Putin, who has
rarely left Russia since the
start of the Ukraine war,
intends to raise specifically
about oil or geopolitics in a
face-to-face meeting with
the crown prince of the
world’s largest crude ex-
porter.

Advertisement · Scroll
to continue Putin’s meeting
with MbS, as the prince is
widely known, comes after
oil prices fell despite a
pledge by OPEC+, which
groups the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and al-

lies led by Russia, to fur-
ther cut output.

The Russian defence
ministry showed the Krem-
lin chief’s Ilyushin-96 air-
craft flanked by Sukhoi-
35S fighter jets on its flight
from Russia to the United
Arab Emirates, his first
stop.

In Abu Dhabi, Presi-
dent Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan wel-
comed his “dear friend”
Putin, while UAE jets
greeted him with a fly-past
trailing the colours of
Russia’s flag. “Our rela-
tions, largely due to your
position, have reached an
unprecedentedly high
level,” Putin told him. “The
UAE is Russia’s main trad-
ing partner in the Arab
world.”

Putin said Russia and
the UAE cooperated as

part of OPEC+, whose
members pump more than
40% of the world’s oil, add-
ing that they would discuss
the Israeli-Hamas conflict
and Ukraine.

After the UAE, Putin
flew to Saudi Arabia for his
first face-to-face meeting
with MbS since October
2019. His last visit to the
region was in July 2022,
when he met Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei in Iran.

The trip to meet
MbS, only days after a key
OPEC+ meeting was de-
layed, appeared hastily ar-
ranged. One source had told
Reuters beforehand that
MbS had plans to visit
Moscow. The Russian del-
egation includes top oil,
economy, foreign affairs,
space and nuclear energy
officials.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva, President of Brazil, hold a press con-
ference at the Federal Chancellery on the occasion
of the 2nd German-Brazilian intergovernmental
consultations, in Berlin.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy addresses
to service members during award ceremony on Day
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces, amid Russia’s at-
tack on Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine.

Qatar emir slams
‘shameful’ inaction

on Gaza crisis
Monitoring Desk

DOHA: Qatar’s ruler hit
out at “shameful” interna-
tional inaction over the Is-
raeli aggression against
Gazans as he opened a Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC) meeting in Doha on
Tuesday.

“It is shameful for
the international commu-
nity to allow this heinous
crime to continue for
nearly two months, dur-
ing which the systematic
and deliberate killing of
innocent civilians contin-
ues, including women and
children,” Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al-Thani
said.

Qatar was a key me-
diator in negotiations that
resulted in a seven-day

truce, which saw scores of
Israeli prisoners exchanged
for Palestinians prisoners
and humanitarian aid, until
it ended on Friday.

Its foreign ministry
said that GCC summit was
aimed at forming a united
approach to end the aggres-
sion in Gaza.

“Now the ceiling
should be raised to talk
about a sustainable truce”
that could lead to ending this
unrest, Majed Al-Ansari,
spokesperson for Qatar’s
foreign ministry, told Al
Jazeera.

Qatar’s ruler said his
country was “constantly
working to renew” the truce,
but added this was “not an
alternative to a permanent
ceasefire”.

Sudanese warring
parties dig in as Jeddah

talks falter again

Germany and Brazil hope for swift
finalization of a trade agreement

between EU and Mercosur

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Saudi and US-
brokered talks aimed at halt-
ing fighting between
Sudan’s warring parties
have faltered again, and the
country’s army and para-
military Rapid Support
Forces have pressed on
with military campaigns
that have caused a major
humanitarian crisis.

The lack of progress at
the talks in Jeddah dashed
hopes for resolution of a
conflict that has displaced
more than 6.5 million inside

and outside Sudan, deci-
mated the economy, and
triggered ethnically driven
massacres in Darfur.
Sudan’s army has escalated
its rhetoric and residents
say it has intensified air
strikes in the capital
Khartoum, while its rival,
the paramilitary RSF, has
secured advances in the
Darfur and Kordofan re-
gions. “They are firing artil-
lery aggressively, and it of-
ten lands in civilian homes,”
said Ahmed Abdallah, a 51-
year-old in Omdurman.

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: The chancellor of
Germany and president of
Brazil expressed hope
Monday that decades-long
negotiations might soon
yield a finalized free trade
agreement between the 27-
member European Union
and a bloc of four South
American nations. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz and
Brazilian President Luiz
Inácio Lula da Silva told re-
porters in Berlin that they
support the trade deal for
the EU and Mercosur, com-
prised of Brazil, Argentina,

Paraguay and Uruguay. The
two blocs are holding a
summit Thursday in Rio de
Janeiro, but final approval
of a preliminary trade agree-
ment has remained elusive.

“We are strongly
committed to ensuring that
the agreement is now final-
ized swiftly,” Scholz said
after a meeting of senior
officials from both coun-
tries in the German capital.

Lula also vowed to
fight for the deal, and said
he hoped for a break-
through at the Rio de
Janeiro meeting.

China says its
fighters shadowed
US Navy patrol

plane over
Taiwan Strait
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China’s mili-
tary said on Wednesday
it sent fighter jets to
monitor and warn a US
Navy patrol aircraft that
flew over the sensitive
Taiwan Strait, a mission
that took place weeks
before Taiwan holds
elections.

China claims sover-
eignty over democrati-
cally governed Taiwan,
and says it has jurisdic-
tion over the strait. Tai-
wan and the United
States dispute that, say-
ing the Taiwan Strait is
an international water-
way.

The US Navy’s 7th

Fleet said the P-8A
Poseidon maritime patrol
and reconnaissance
plane, which is also used
for anti-submarine mis-
sions, flew over the strait
in international airspace.

“The aircraft’s transit
of the Taiwan Strait dem-
onstrates the United
States’ commitment to a
free and open Indo-Pacific.

KARACHI:  A man drive thru Dust in area of Karachi, according to reports the Karachi Ranked Most
Polluted city in the world in term of air quality, The various forms of pollution have increased at
Karachi which has caused widespread environmental and health problems.

Cope with requirements of modern era

Vital to adopt new technology,
especially artificial intelligence,

says Punjab Governor
Independent Report

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman today
inaugurated the first
International Electrical
Vehicle Expo 2023 at the
University of Lahore and
attended the event as a
special guest.

Punjab Governor
while addressing the
ceremony stated that it is
very important to adopt
new technology, especially
artificial intelligence, to
cope with the requirements
of the modern era.

He said this exhibition
has provided a platform to
many national and
international companies to
showcase their products
and collaborate with one
another.  Governor Punjab
said that today, the world
is going through the fourth
industrial revolution in
which technology and
collaboration play a very
important role.

He said that better
results can be achieved by
working together. He said
that governments also
work together with public-

private partnership and
institutions on various
projects, which yield good
results.

Governor Punjab said
that in this exhibition,
electric vehicles including
motorcycles and cars have
been displayed, which will
promote environment-
friendly transport. He said
that the interaction of
academia and industry in
this exhibition is a welcome
thing.  He further said that
the promotion of electric
vehicles will help in
tackling issues like smog.

He said that he is happy to
see that international
companies in electrical
vehicles and artificial
intelligence are bringing
their expertise and
technology to Pakistan,
which will help us
accelerate the adoption of
these technologies in our
country and create new
opportunities for our
citizens.  Governor Punjab
said that the expo is a
testament to the power of
innovation and
collaboration and shows
that when government.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman inspecting the
stall after inauguration of first International Electrical Vehicle Expo 2023
at the University of Lahore.

Women should take legal ways to
claim their rights: Ombudsperson
FAISALABAD (APP):
Woman Ombudsperson
Punjab Nabila Hakim Ali
Khan said on Wednesday
that women should not
remain silent for their
rights, instead they should
adopt legal ways to claim
their rights where they
were denied.

She was addressing a
seminar for the protection
of women’s rights here at
Govt College Women
University, Madina Town.
RPO Dr Abid Khan, SSP
Operation Dr Rizwan,
Incharge Protection Center

Gul Naz, faculty members
and students were also
present on the occasion.
The Ombudsperson said
the government was taking
all possible steps to ensure
women rights in the
province, so do not allow
anyone to take away your
rights or abuse you by
keeping silent.

“If you (women) do
not get a share in the
inherited property, file a
complaint for your share
with the local
administration and if you
are not listened then report

to the office of the Woman
Ombudsman Secretariat,
“she said.

The Woman
Ombudsperson said that
today was the day of
women, their development
and rights.

She urged the
students and women to
bring out their hidden
abilities and improve their
confidence. She further
said that several initiatives
were being taken by the
government at national and
provincial level for women
rights and their protection.

KP Governor directs
resolution of problems of

IRNUM hospital’s entrance
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali
here Wednesday directed
the authorities concerned
to resolve problems related
to the main entrance of the
IRNUM cancer hospital.

He passed these
directives while presiding
over a high-level meeting
about problems at the
central entrance of
IRNUM hospital,
Peshawar.

The meeting
exchanged views on

parking problems and
bringing ease in
communication between
patients, relatives, and
other people at the main
entrance of the hospital.

He directed the
Director General Peshawar
Development Authority,
high-ups of the police, and
Peshawar University to
address these problems at
the earliest. The Governor
praised the long services of
the hospital regarding the
treatment of cancer
patients.Minister hails medical

team over recovery of
domestic violence survivor

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Punjab Health
Minister Professor Dr.
Javed Akram expressed
gratitude to the dedicated
team of doctors and nurses
who played a crucial role in
the recovery of Rizwana, a
victim of domestic violence.

In a press conference at
Lahore General Hospital on
Wednesday, the minister
highlighted that Rizwana
underwent 13 surgeries during
her four-month treatment at
the hospital and was now on

the path to recovery.
Addressing Rizwana as the
“daughter of the nation,” Dr.
Javed Akram announced her
referral to Child Protection and
Welfare Bureau and Social
Welfare and Baitul Mal for
education and training. A
committee, comprising the
Chairperson of Child
Protection and Welfare Bureau
and officers from the
Department of Social Welfare
and Bait ul Mal, has been
formed to ensure continued
care for Rizwana.

Minister directs to
expedite work on
Journalists WEF

PESHAWAR (APP):
Minister of Information,
Firoz Jamal Shah, has
directed the swift
resolution of journalists’
issues and expedited
efforts on the Journalists
Welfare Endowment Fund
to address their financial
concerns.

During a meeting of the
Journalists Welfare
Endowment Fund, he

emphasized urgent action on
journalists’ requests, urging
a comprehensive
presentation of these
requests to the committee for
timely assistance. He
acknowledged the
challenging roles journalists
play in ensuring
transparency in government
affairs and facilitating the
dissemination of government
actions to the public.

LHC issues written order on
contempt of court petition
against Parvaiz Elahi’s arrest
LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has issued written order on
contempt of court petition
filed against arrest of
Former Punjab Chief
Minister (CM) Chaudhary
Parvaiz Elahi despite Court
order. Justice Sultan Tanvir
Ahmad of LHC has issued
written order for hearing on
petition of Parvaiz Elahi’s
wife Qaisara Elahi.

It has been said in

written order the court
kept restored warrants of
IG Islamabad. Copy of
written order should be
sent to Secretary
Establishment Islamabad
and he should appoint an
officer for judicial
assistance  in this matter.
Court has written in the
order that it is suspected
that IG Islamabad and SSP
were wrongly advised of
the jurisdiction.

IDPD day
observed

in Peshawar
PESHAWAR (Online):
International Day of
Persons with Disabilities
(IDPD) 2023 was observed
at the Special Education
Complex (SEC) in
Hayatabad, Peshawar.

Dr. Aneela Mehfooz
Durrani, Secretary Zakat,
Ushr, Social Welfare, Special
Education, and Women
Empowerment Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, was
the chief guest at the occasion.
Dr. Awlad Hussain Shah,
Ms. Humaira  Naz  an d
M u k h t i a r  Gu l  o f
Sarhad Rural Support
Program (SRSP).

Two people
killed as trailer
hit motorbike

M U Z A F F A R G A R H
(APP): Two people were
killed in a collision
between a trailer and
motorbike at Alipur Jhang
road on Wednesday.

According to the
rescue source, the incident
occurred due to the
negligence of the trailer
driver in which two
persons died on the spot.
The heirs of the deceased
refused to take legal action.

Police have registered
a case and started
investigation.
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Kazak govt confers national
award upon President IIUI

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Government of Kazakhstan
has conferred its national award upon Dr Hathal Homoud
Alotiabi, President, of International Islamic University
(IIU), in recognition of his services.

The award was conferred by the Ambassador of
Kazakhstan to Pakistan, Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin, and Dr.
Bulat Sarsenbayev, Chairman of the Board of Governors
of Kazakhstan’s Institute for Development of Inter-
civilizational Dialogue, on behalf of the President of
Kazakhstan, in the concluding ceremony of a conference
on the Sirah of the Prophet (PBUH) held at the Faisal
Masjid campus of the university.

The two-day international conference titled Sirah,
Civic Sense, and Tolerance was organized with a joint
venture of Pak-Saudi governments by the International
Centre of Excellence for Sirah Studies, the Islamic Re-
search Institute, and the IRI of the International Islamic
University.

The concluding ceremony of the conference was
chaired by the Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony, H.E. Aneeq Ahmed. The Minister of Re-
ligious Affairs said that the life and teachings of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH) teach us peaceful coexistence, mercy,
and good behavior. Anees Ahmad said that the Quran and
Sunnah are the only ways that tell the rules of how to
build a society and to live a life.

Addressing the youth, he said that the life of the
Prophet (PBUH) is the best role model for them; they
should connect with religion because it shows the way to
the betterment of this world and the hereafter.

6th Maritime Security Workshop
commences at PN War College

LAHORE (APP):Sixth edi-
tion of Maritime Security
Workshop (MARSEW-6),
a national level forum being
organized by Pakistan
Navy (PN), with the theme

in maritime sector of Paki-
stan and the manner it may
support country’s
economy. This national
level forum brings together
participants from public

developments in the wider
Indian Ocean which casts
bearing on Pakistan’s na-
tional security’. He alluded
to wide ranging challenges
and formidable role of Pa-

‘Secure Seas, Prosperous
Pakistan’ commenced here
at Pakistan Navy War Col-
lege (PNWC) on Wednes-
day.

Commandant Pakistan
Navy War College Rear
Admiral Javed Iqbal inau-
gurated the workshop
aimed at generating under-
standing on dynamics of
maritime security, aware-
ness of the blue economy
and exploring the untapped
maritime potential of Paki-
stan. The workshop also
seeks to highlight challenges
and opportunities available

and private sectors and
military which include sena-
tors/parliamentarian, senior
bureaucrats, maritime sec-
tor, business community,
academia/think-tanks and
media.

In his welcome address,
the PNWC Commandant
highlighted rundown of
workshop activities includ-
ing familiarization on mari-
time potential of Pakistan
in the context of policy for-
mulation. He dilated on the
need to reposition ‘our stra-
tegic gaze towards sea and
comprehend the transpiring

kistan Navy to shield the
country’s maritime inter-
ests.

Maritime Security
Workshop is designed in
two phases, the first being
academic session at the
campus and second field
tours to various maritime
organizations, Pakistan
Navy commands and
coastal/creeks installations.
The participants will also
have an opportunity to
visit Gwadar port and
witness various on-going
development projects un-
der CPEC.

ISLAMABAD: President of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazal-ur-Rehman , Chief of Jamat-e-Islami Siraj-ul-Haq , Moulana Taqi
Usmani and others rises hand together to show solidarity with the oppressed Muslims of Palestine during “ Hurmat-e-Al-Aqsa
Conference” at Convention Center in Federal Capital.

Religious scholars, leaders unite
against Israeli aggression,
call for global solidarity

JUI-F chief urge Muslim World not to recognize Israel

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prominent religious schol-
ars and leaders represent-
ing diverse schools of
thought on Wednesday
gathered at the Jinnah Con-
vention Centre for the Na-
tional Conference titled
‘The Sanctity of Al-Aqsa
Mosque and Responsibil-
ity of the Muslim Ummah.’

Organized by Majlis
Ittehad-e-Ummah Paki-
stan, the conference saw a
joint declaration expressing
full solidarity with the free-
dom of Al-Aqsa Mosque
and condemning the op-
pression faced by Palestin-
ian brothers.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the religious scholars
and leaders highlighted
Israel’s relentless aggres-
sion, branding it as a viola-
tor of international law
since its illegal establish-
ment. They emphasized the
recent brutal bombings in
Gaza, resulting in the mar-
tyrdom of over 15,000 Pal-
estinians, including 6,000

children and numerous
women.

They declared these
actions as war crimes
against humanity, targeting
mosques, churches, hospi-
tals, and even newborns.

The Ulema and
Mashaykh criticized West-
ern powers for their com-
plicity in supporting
Israel’s crimes through fi-
nancial, practical, and mili-
tary assistance. They called
for an immediate end to the
brutal bombings, war
crimes, and all forms of sup-
port for Israel.

They asserted that the
entire land of Palestine be-
longed to its original inhab-
itants, condemning the un-
just settlements established
by Zionists. They urged the
people of Palestine to re-
sist this aggression, empha-
sizing the religious duty of
Muslims to support the
cause.

Labelling the current
conflict as a grand defensive
Jihad rooted in pure Islam,

the scholars and leaders
stressed liberating the Al-
Aqsa Mosque and the land
of the Last Prophet Peace
Be Upon Him from Zion-
ist dominance.

They demanded basic
rights for the people of Pal-
estine according to United
Nations resolutions, calling
for an end to military inter-
vention, the siege on Al-
Quds, Gaza Strip, and the
West Bank, and the perma-
nent opening of the Rafah
border. Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman has
urged the Muslim World not
to recognize Israel.

Speaking at the Na-
tional Conference on “The
Sanctity of Al-Aqsa
Mosque and the Responsi-
bility of the Muslim
Ummah” organized by
Majlis Ittehad-e-Ummah
Pakistan here on Wednes-
day, he asked international
organizations to respect
public opinion which was
against Israel.

I’abad Capital Police host
farewell for outgoing SP
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital police hosted fare-
well for the outgoing Super-
intendent of Police (SP)
Islamabad Muhammad
Ayub who retired from his
services after serving the
force, a police public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that the fare-

well ceremony was attended
among others by Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan and all other senior
officers.

ICCPO Dr. Akbar

Nasir Khan appreciated the
services of SP Muhammad
Ayub and said that the of-
ficer had served in
Islamabad Capital police
with dedication and com-
mitment adding that his ser-
vices to make Islamabad
capital police as an ideal
force will be remembered
forever.

SP Muhammad Ayub
joined Islamabad capital
police as a Probation ASI
and served various posts
including Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police and Su-
perintendent of Police.

BAGHDAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani of Pakistan being received by Iraqi Deputy
Foreign Minister, Mohammed Hussein Mohammed
Bahr-Aluloom along with a delegation at state
lounge on his arrival at Baghdad.

First Lady Begum Samina Alvi giving certificates to students with disabili-
ties at the graduation ceremony of the Network of Organizations Working
with Persons with Disabilities Pakistan (NOWPDP) students, in Islamabad

Samina Alvi for inclusive
approach to mainstream
persons with disabilities

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Samina Alvi, wife of Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday emphasized
the need for providing op-
portunities to persons with
disabilities to help them
become part of mainstream
economic activities.

Speaking at the gradu-
ation ceremony of the Net-
work of Organizations
Working with Persons with
Disabilities Pakistan
(NOWPDP), she said it
was the joint responsibil-
ity of the State and the so-
ciety to accommodate such
people by ensuring the in-
clusive approach.

Samina Alvi said per-
sons with disabilities com-
prised 10 to 12 percent of
the country’s population,
however, they lacked
enough representation in

society and public domains.
She regretted that due

to negative attitudes to-
wards disability, the fami-
lies restricted their such
members to homes and
avoided their outdoor ac-
tivities. Also, the lack of in-
frastructure such as access
ramps at public buildings
and parks restricted the
mobility of persons with
disabilities, she added.

Samina Alvi urged for
providing education to such
students at mainstream
schools to ensure their in-
clusion in society.

She stressed for the
training of teachers and sen-
sitizing society that per-
sons with disabilities could
play a positive role in soci-
ety if provided with ample
opportunities including
assistive technology and

rehabilitation services.
She recalled that a

comprehensive awareness
campaign was launched
from the platform of the
Presidency to raise aware-
ness about mainstreaming
persons with disabilities.

She mentioned that
the campaign was sup-
ported by non-governmen-
tal organizations, chambers
of commerce, and the me-
dia. Also, the Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority
relayed 120 million short
messaging services on sen-
sitization about persons
with disabilities. She urged
the public and private sec-
tor departments including
banks, chambers of com-
merce, and welfare founda-
tions to adopt inclusive
policies to accommodate
persons with disabilities.

Dr Nadeem launches app
for drugs’ registration

Senate Secretariat,
IPC sign MoU

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: A Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed be-
tween the Secretariat of the
Senate of Pakistan and the
International Parliamentar-
ians’ Congress (IPC) for

Institutional Cooperation.
Secretary of the Sen-

ate Mohammad Qasim
Samad Khan and Secretary
General of IPC Sitara Ayaz
signed the MoU, marking a
pivotal step towards in-
creased cooperation in ar-
eas of mutual interest and
recognizing the need for
closer collaboration, said a
news release issued here.

The signing ceremony,
preceded by detailed dis-
cussions, reflects the com-
mitment of both entities to
forge a deeper partnership
for addressing global chal-

lenges and promoting col-
laborative initiatives. The
MoU outlines a range of
joint initiatives, including
the enhancement of inter-
national representation, col-
lective advocacy for global
human rights, exchange of

research-based materials to
bolster legislative support,
addressing the impacts of
climate change on food se-
curity, and collaboration on
health-related initiatives to
tackle global health chal-
lenges. This collaborative ef-
fort between the Secretariat
of the Senate of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and
the International Parliamen-
tarians’ Congress for Insti-
tutional Cooperation exem-
plifies a shared commit-
ment to global progress,
cooperation, and addressing
the pressing challenges.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Health Dr. Nadeem Jan
on Wednesday launched
app for online registration
and licensing of drugs.

The step was taken to
revolutionize drug registra-
tion and licensing system in
the country.

According to spokes-
person of the Ministry of
Health, pharmaceutical
companies will be able to
submit online applications

for registration and license.
Earlier, applicants had

to visit DRAP to apply for
registration or licensing of
drugs, he added.

He said that registra-
tion and licensing of new
multinational companies is
also digital under the new
system. He said that auto-
mated system will lead to
increase in export and en-
hanced confidence of inter-
national organizations in
Pakistan’s medicines.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkiye to Pakistan
Mehmet Pacaci along MD Bait-ul-Mall Amir Fida
Parcha and others are visiting the different stalls
during an event “Pakistan Bait-ul-Mall at a
Glance” at Fatima Jinnah Park in Federal Capital.

Measures enhanced at
Capital’s high security zone

AIOU ranked
in top 300

world greenest
campuses

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has been
ranked 8th amongst the
greenest Pakistani universi-
ties while it stood at 293th
position worldwide in rank-
ing of ‘UI’s GreenMetric’
for the year 2023.

According to AIOU,
as for as the federally char-
tered universities of Paki-
stan are concerned, the
AIOU stood 3rd amongst
the ranking of these univer-
sities.

Vice Chancellor,
AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood has expressed
his gratitude for the honor
and stated that the credit of
this achievement goes to the
Office of Research Innova-
tion and Commercialization
(ORIC) and the gardeners
of the University for which
they deserve congratula-
tions.

He further said that the
University will pay special
attention to make the cam-
puses greener so that we
can get a better position
next year.

As compared to pre-
vious year’s ranking, the
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity has significantly im-
proved its position world-
wide by taking practical
steps to green the main
campus as well as the re-
gional campuses.

In the ranking of glo-
bal universities in 2021, the
AIOU was ranked 485th
among the greenest univer-
sities in the world, while in
2022, the University was
ranked 331st among global
universities.

CDA decides
to start bus
service in
Islamabad

sectors
ISLAMABAD (Online):
CDA Administration has
decided to start bus service
for the first time in sectors
of Federal Capital
Islamabad.

Selection of 13 routes
between centers of the sec-
tors will be connected to
Orange and Green lines.

CDA has signed an
agreement with Transport
Industry Pakistan, a sub-
sidiary of the Ministry of
Defense, to run public
transport on 13 routes.

160 electrical vehicles
will be operated on 13
routes.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD : The
Islamabad Capital Police
have enhanced security
within federal capital with
special focus on high secu-
rity zone by deploying all
available resources.

A spokesperson of the
police said on Wednesday
that the Islamabad police
have actively ensured com-
prehensive data registra-
tion, meticulous examina-
tion of identification docu-
ments, and searches of in-
dividuals entering the high
security zone on a routine
basis. Notably, the police
took action against 2,905
vehicles and 1,613 motor-
cyclists for traffic rules vio-
lations at various check-
points within the high secu-
rity zone.

In the preceding month,
the Islamabad Capital Police
undertook measures such as
removing tinted glasses and
improper number plates
from 2,849 vehicles, im-
pounding 56 vehicles lack-
ing proper documentation,
and issuing challan tickets to
1,613 motorcyclists for vio-

lations related to helmets
and over-speeding.

Stringent directives
have been issued to police
officers and officials sta-
tioned at high security zone
checkpoints, emphasizing
the need for responsible
duty execution. Paramount
importance is placed on the
protection of crucial public
and private properties, as
well as embassies situated
in the high security zone,
police spokesperson added.

Furthermore, police of-
ficials are instructed to
record the data of all citizens
entering the high security
zone. Scrutiny of identifica-
tion documents, thorough
searches of suspicious ve-
hicles, and maintaining a
positive interaction with the
public are integral aspects
of their duties. Citizens are
earnestly urged to collabo-
rate with the Islamabad Capi-
tal Police and promptly report
any suspicious activities
through the designated
channel, “Pucar-15,” rein-
forcing the collective effort
to bolster security within
the high security zone.

IHC sends
delimitation

matters to ECP
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday sent
the matters to Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) pertaining to the de-
limitation in various con-
stituencies of the country.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the case filed
by senior lawyer Ahsan
Bhoon regarding the de-
limitation in Hafizabad.

At the outset of hear-
ing, the ECP’s lawyer
adopted the stance that he
was in court in another
case, adding that the de-
partment has not received
court notice in this case.

The chief justice in-
quired that when the ECP
was going to announce
schedule for general elec-
tions. He said that several
people have challenged the
delimitation before the
court.

The court said that
these were just minor is-
sues which should be ad-
dressed by the electoral
body as early.

Delegation of Senators
visits Iraq to enhance

bilateral relations
BAGHDAD (INP): Headed by Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani, a high-profile delegation of
Senators arrived in Baghdad, Iraq on Wednesday with an
aim to enhance bilateral relations between the two coun-
tries.  Undersecretary of the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Mohammed Hussein Mohammed Bahr-aluloom
along with senior officials of the Iraqi Parliament warmly
received the distinguished delegation.

During his stay in Iraq, Chairman Senate Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani was scheduled to engage in meetings with
senior Iraqi leadership and parliamentary heads including
acting Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament. These discussions
were expected to focus on strengthening diplomatic ties,
fostering collaboration on key regional issues, and ex-
ploring avenues for mutual cooperation.

In addition to diplomatic engagements, Chairman
Senate Sanjrani will pay visits to Holy shrines situated in
different parts of Iraq, underscoring the cultural and spiri-
tual connections between the two nations.

PBM organises ‘Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal at a Glance’ event

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Bait ul Mal (PBM)
Wednesday organised an
event titled “Pakistan Bait-
ul-Mal at a Glance” high-
lighting the organization’s
endeavors and initiatives in
the battle against poverty,
with stalls showcasing vari-
ous projects.  The event
sought to engage donors
and philanthropists, en-
couraging self-reliance to
alleviate the government’s
burden in combating pov-
erty. The focus was on em-

powering PBM projects
with resources through col-
laborations and partner-
ships for a noble cause, pro-
moting organizational effi-
ciency and functionality to
potential supporters.

Participating in the
day-long special event at
Fatima Jinnah Park, chil-
dren from Pakistan Bait-ul-
Mal Sweet Homes and
Child Labor Rehabilitation
Centers showcased various
tableaus, dramas, and mu-
sical performances.

Trial of Imran,
Fawad will be
held in Adiala

Jail: EC
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Important progress has
come to fore in contempt
of Election Commission
(EC) and Chief Election
Commissioner matter.

Election Commission
(EC) has announced re-
served judgment regarding
trial in Adiala Jail.

Decision was read out
by Deputy Director of Law
Saima Janjua.

According to details,
EC has approved to have
trial of Founder Chairman
PTI and Fawad Chaudhary
in Adiala Jail.

Hearing will be held in
Adiala Jail on 13 Decem-
ber.

In the decision, Inte-
rior Ministry has been di-
rected to prepare adminis-
trative report and submit it
in EC within 2 days.

NAC reviews performance
of affiliated institutions

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 6th meeting of the Na-
tional Accreditation Coun-
cil (NAC) of NAVTTC,
reviewed the performance
of the institutions affiliated
to the council across the
country.

The meeting held here
yesterday under the chair-
manship of NAC Chair-

man Mian Waqas Masood,
while Executive Director of
National Vocational and
Technical Training Com-
mission (NAVTTC) Aamir
Jan also addressed.

During the meeting
NAC also discussed the
measures to further im-
prove the performance of
accredited institutions.


