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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a group photo with a delegation of
Oxford Alumni, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

KARACHI: Caretaker Sindh Local Government
Minister, Muhammad Mubeen Jumani addresses
to media persons during press conference held at
Karachi press club

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Planning
Development and Special Initiatives, Muhammad
Sami Saeed exchanging views with Director De-
velopment British High Commission during meet-
ing held at Ministry of Planning in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan, H.E. Dr. Jamshid
Khodjaev Abdukhakomovich calls on the Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar.

MITHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari along with
others addresses to media persons during press conference held at Bilalani
House in Mithi.

PML N supremo Nawaz Sharif addressing party
workers in Quetta. Former PM Shehbaz Sharif and
Maryam Nawaz are also present on the occasion.

KARACHI: Members of Autism Care and Reha-
bilitation Organization (ACRO) are holding pro-
test demonstration against Israeli cruel and inhu-
mane acts and express unity with the innocent
people of Palestine and demanding to boycotts Is-
raeli products, held at Karachi press club.

PM for visa ease, improved
banking channels to boost

Pak-Uzbek trade

Bilawal says

PPP never enjoyed level
playing field but still ready
to play on all kinds of pitch

Pakistan, IMF talks
continue, UAE assures

external financing investment

3-member committee
constituted to resolve

cases of missing persons

According to teachings of
the Holy Quran agreement is
written and not verbal: CJP

SHC suspends
PEMRA’s ban

on airing Imran
speeches

KARACHI (Online): Sindh
High Court (SHC)  has sus­
pended  ban  imposed  by
PEMRA  on  airing  PTI
chairman Imran Khan
speeches .

Petition  filed  by  PTI
worker Tahmas Ali  Khan
against  imposition  of  ban
came up for  hearing Tues­
day.

The  court  expressed
annoyance  over  non  ap­
pearance  of  state  counsel
despite repeated calls.

later the state counsel
regretted over late appear­
ing in  the court after court’s
time.

The  petitioner  took
the plea  in the court slap­
ping  ban  on  speeches  of
political  leader  runs con­
trary to freedom of expres­
sion.  Chairman  PEMRA
issued  notification  by  ig­
noring the forum. Accord­
ing  to petitioner  approval
was not even obtained from
council  of  complaints  be­
fore  imposing  ban.  The
court  suspended  PEMRA
notification on  imposition
of ban on broadcasting PTI
chairman  speeches.  It  is
pertinent  to  mention  here
that PEMRA had imposed
ban on airing chairman PTI
provocative statements on
May 31, 2023.

IHC stays hearing of
cipher case against
Imran Khan in jail

Pakistani delegation
reaches Tehran to
negotiate Pak-Iran

gas pipeline
TEHRAN (Online):  Paki­
stani delegation led by care­
taker Energy  Minister
Muhammad Ali has reached
Iran for negotiations on the
Iran­Pakistan gas pipeline
project.

According to the me­
dia report, caretaker energy
minister  Muhammad Ali
will hold talks with the Ira­
nian counterpart along with
the delegation, in which In­
terstate  Gas  Systems  offi­
cials will also participate.

While  Pakistan  will
request an extension in the
deadline for construction of
pipeline on its part.

Pakistan has to build
its  part  of  pipeline  to  the
Iranian  border  by  March
2024 and  if  it  is not built
by  the deadline under  the
agreement.

SJC meeting
called on

November 20
ISLAMABAD  (Online):
Supreme  Judicial  Council
(SJC) meeting has been con­
vened on November 20.

The  complaints
against  Justice  Mazahar
Naqvi  and  Justice  Sardar
Tariq  will be reviewed in
the meeting.

The objections raised
by Justice Mazahar Naqvi
will also be  considered.

SJC had issued show
cause notice to justice
Mazahar  Naqvi.  SJC  has
also  summoned  the  com­
plainants  along  with  evi­
dences .

Chief justice of Paki­
stan  (CJP)  Qazi  Faez  Isa
will preside over SJC meet­
ing  being chairman. Two
senior most members  and
two senior most  chief jus­
tices of high  courts will also
be part of  SJC along with
CJP.

Attorney General Pa­
kistan will appear as pub­
lic prosecutor.

190 million pounds
case NAB writes
letter to ministry

of law for jail
trial of Imran

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
NAB has written a letter to
ministry of law for jail trial
of  chairman PTI  Imran
Khan in 190 million pounds
money  laundering case.

It  has  been said in
NAB letter arrest warrants
of  Imran Khan have been
implemented with the per­
mission of court.

Chairman PTI has  to
be  presented  in Account­
ability  Court  (AC)  for
physical remand. It will be
appropriate  to initiate pro­
ceedings of the case in jail
in  the  prevailing  law  and
order situation.

CM Sindh distributes
textbooks, urges teachers

to complete course

Development of Balochistan always been dear to us

Will take cooperative
approach with everyone:

Nawaz Sharif
More than 30 electables & other political

leaders from Balochistan join PML-N

Governor condemns Israel’s
continuous bombing of
hospitals, refugee camps

Minister for special attention
to authenticate land entries

in digitization process

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker  Prime  Minister
Anwaar­ul­Haq  Kakar  on
Tuesday underscored  that
easy  visa  procedures,  im­
proved  banking  channels
and reciprocal warehousing
facilities  would further
boost trade between Paki­
stan and Uzbekistan.

The prime minister, in
a  meeting  with Deputy
Prime  Minister  of
Uzbekistan  Dr  Jamshid
K h o d j a e v
Abdukhakomovich  along
with a delegation, expressed
the hope  that  the business
community  of  both  coun­
tries could easily achieve the
bilateral trade target of US$
1 billion in a short time.

The Uzbek deputy
prime minister, along with
a seven­member delegation,
is on an official visit to Pa­
kistan.  Prime Minister
Kakar welcomed the Uzbek

deputy prime minister and
his delegation  to Pakistan
and recalled his  recent
meeting with President of
Uzbekistan, Shavkat
Mirziyovev,  on  the  side­
lines of the 16th ECO Sum­
mit held in Tashkent from
November 8­9. He ex­
pressed  satisfaction  at  the
pace  of  bilateral  engage­
ments  between the  two
countries, especially in the
areas of trade, defence and
connectivity.

He  also  appreciated
the holding of the First Tri­
lateral Meeting of the Com­
merce  Ministers  of  Paki­
stan,  Uzbekistan  and Af­
ghanistan in Islamabad.

The  three  sides  also
established a trilateral work­
ing  group  to discuss  cus­
toms,  logistics,  trade  pro­
motion, tariffs, TIR proce­
dures, etc.

Showing  satisfaction

at the outcome of the trilat­
eral meeting, the prime min­
ister  hoped  that  the  trilat­
eral mechanism  would
boost  trade  relations  be­
tween the three countries.

Prime Minister Kakar
underlined the need to con­
tinue momentum of people­
to­people exchanges.

Deputy Prime Minis­
ter  Khodjaev  thanked  the
prime minister for the warm
hospitality extended to him
and his delegation.

He briefed  the prime
minister about fruitful
meetings with the business
community of Pakistan, in­
cluding the banking and lo­
gistics sectors.

He  expressed the
hope that both sides would
continue active engagement
for  the  timely  completion
of the Uzbekistan­Afghani­
stan­Pakistan Railway
Project.

KARACHI (APP):
Caretaker  Chief  Minister
Justice  (Retd.)  Maqbool
Baqar  speaking  at  a  free
textbooks distribution
ceremony among the
school children at Landhi
said that the school
education department has
printed the last tranche of
textbooks  for which  this
ceremony has been
organized to distribute
them among the students.

The  ceremony  was
organised by Minister of
Education Rana Hussain
at the warehouse of Sindh
Textbook Board, Gaddafi
Town Ground, Landhi
Industrial Area, Karachi.

Chairman of  STBB
Agha  Sohail,  education
department  officers,  and
parents of students
attended the ceremony.

The CM said that he
was  feeling  relieved  by
distributing textbook sets
amongst students and

hoped  that  the  teachers
would work hard to
complete the course
which  had  been  delayed
due to lack of textbooks.

Baqar  said: “We,  as
a  nation,  have  lagged  in
every sector and are much
behind the other
developing nations but all
these gaps could be
str idden over if we
succeed in improving our
education system for
which  every  segment  of
society,  particularly  the
teachers, the
academicians, the parents
and the civil society will
have to play  their due
role.”

He said that these
were  our children,  and
they were our future, and
we have to decide how to
shape our future.

Quoting Mark
Twain, the CM said, “The
man  who  does  not  read
has no advantage over the

man who cannot read”
and  he  believed  that  we
must  not  let  it  come  to
this  ­  our  children  must
have access to education.
It is their right.

Minister  Education
Rana Hussain speaking on
the occasion said that she
pursued the STBB and
the remaining tranche of
the  books  printed  which
finally has materialized.

She suggested the
chief minister allow her to
start the academic session
in Apri l instead of
August. “If the session is
started in April, it would
help the students to carry
their homework and
reading material for their
summer  vacation,” she
said.

Another  suggestion
Dr Rana Hussain gave to
the chief  minister was
recollecting the textbooks
given to students once their
session was over.

KARACHI  (APP):  Sindh
Caretaker  Minister  for
Revenue,  Industries  and
Commerce  Muhammad
Younas  Dagha,  Tuesday,
directed to  pay  special
attention on verification and
authentication of data of land
entries during  the ongoing
process  of  digitization  of
revenue records.

He  presiding  over  a
meeting with  the  revenue
officers here at  the Sindh
Secretariat, called for

improving the public
perception and prestige of
revenue department on the
basis  of  improvement  in
services and transparency.

Accomplish the
targets of  removal of
encroachments in
cooperation  with  Police
and Rangers, Younas
Dagha further instructed to
report immediately  to
government if field teams
encounter any issue during
removal of encroachment.

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
Supreme  Court  (SC)
has  rejected  the  plea
to grant relief on ver­
bal agreement.

The Chief Justice of Paki­
stan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa has remarked ver­
bal agreement  has no
legal standing.

The  land  agreements  are
too much lingered  on
in  Punjab.  We  will
have to shut the door
of verbal agreements
now.

The  CJP gave  these  re­
marks  while  presid­
ing over a 3­member
bench during hearing
of the case on Tues­
day.

The petit ioner
Muhammad Rafiq
had made agreement
of Rs 152 million to
purchase 4 acres
land.

The petitioner  could  pay
only Rs 15 million in

two  months.
The CJP remarked people

have abandoned mak­
ing agreements in
connection with
land. People have un­
derstood it  that law­
yers  linger  on  such
cases for  20 years.

The petitioner makes
agreement  verbally
and then seeks relief
from court.

Has the verse of the Holy
Quran not been vio­
lated by making ver­
bal agreement.

According  to  the  teach­
ings of the Holy
Quran  agreement  is
written  and not  ver­
bal.

The court said in the deci­
sion that the peti­
tioner  failed  in pay­
ing the agreed
amount  during  pre­
scribed period, there­
fore,  the  petition  is
rejected.

MITHI  (INP):  Chairman
Pakistan Peoples  Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari  has  said  that  his
party  after  coming  into
power  will  connect  Thar­
Karachi  through  railway
track, will fight poverty and
unemployment. Masses are
still in the grip of tsunami
of inflation, he added.

While  addressing  a
press  conference  in  Mithi
on  Tuesday,  he  said  the
PPP  had  never  enjoyed  a
level  playing  field  and  a
particular “pitch” was be­
ing prepared currently but
his party was still ready to
play on every kind of pitch.

Bilawal  Bhutto  said
that Pakistan Muslim
League­Nawaz  (PML­N)
supremo Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif instead of at­

tempts to make inroads in
Sindh and Balochistan
should stay in Punjab and
focus on  resolving  the  is­
sues of people of province
there.

He said that the PML­
N should do politics on its
own and should not ask any
“institution” to do that on
the  party’s  behalf.  Would
those who couldn’t win by­
elections in Punjab give a
surprise  to  the  PPP,”  he
questioned.

The  PPP chairman
said that the caretaker setup
was  responsible for
organising general elections
and  continuing  with  the
policies  set  by  the  pervi­
ous  coalition.  “We  were
pushed into one crisis after
another during the past five
years, he remarked.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The central leader
of Pakistan Muslim League­
Nawaz (PML­N) and former
Prime Minister, Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif held detailed
meeting with key leaders of
different  political  parties
here on Tuesday.

Arranged at the local
hotel, the meeting was also
attended  by  the  President
of  PML­N and former

Prime Minister,
Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif,  party’s  vice  Presi­
dent and Chief Organizer,
Ms. Mariym  Nawaz,
Pervez  Rasheed,  Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, Captain (Retd)
Muhammad  Safdar,  pro­
vincial leaders Sheikh Jaffar
Khan  Mandokhail,  Jamal
Shah  Kakar,  Ms.  Rahila
Durrani  and other  leaders
from the PML­N side.

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has stayed the
hearing  of  Cipher case
against  PTI  chairman  in
jail.

Just ice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb while
giving  remarks  on  intra
court  appeal of  Imran
Khan against jail trial in
cipher case said  the way
indictment was framed in
cipher  case  it  cannot  be
described  as  open  court
proceedings.

In Indira Gandhi

case  trial was conducted
in Tihar  jail When deci­
sion  was  challenged  on
this basis then court was
told  media  was  also  al­
lowed to go therein. There
was too a case of former
Prime Minister (PM) and
here too is case of former
PM.

He gave these re­
marks while presiding
over a two members bench
of IHC during the hearing
of  intra  court  appeal  by
chairman PTI  against jail
trial in cipher case.

KARACHI (APP ):
S ind h Govern or
Mo hammed Kamran
Kh an Tessor i h as
co ndemned Israel ’s
continuous  bombing  of
hospitals and refugee
camps and said  that  the
targeting of hospitals
and refugee camps by
Israeli forces is brutality

of the highest level.
He said that innocent

Palestinians  were  being
martyred due to the
obstinacy  of  the  Israeli
Prime Minister.

He demanded that the
international  community
should play  its role  in
immediately  stopping  the
Israeli attacks.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Policy­level talks between
Pakistan  and  the  Interna­
tional  Monetary  Fund
(IMF) review mission con­
tinued on Tuesday, with a
focus on reforms in govern­
ment institutions,
privatization, revenue, ex­
penditure,  dollar  inflows,
institutional reforms, non­
subsidy in the energy sec­
tor during the debt program,

measures to reduce the bud­
get  deficit,  power  sector
and petroleum sector. Ac­
cording  to media  reports,
the  United Arab  Emirates
(UAE)  has  assured  Paki­
stan  of  external  financing
and investment, according
to sources who attended an
important meeting between
the  IMF  Review  Mission
and the Ambassador  of
UAE to Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Care taker federal cabi-
net has constituted 3-
member committee on
the matter of missing
persons.

According to
sources federal cabinet
accorded approval to
constitute a 3-member
committee  of ministers
under interior minister
Sarfraz Bugti to resolve
the cases pertaining to
missing persons.

Ministry of law and
justice has issued no-
tification of committee.
Law and defence min-
isters will be members
of this committee.

The committee can
seek assistance from
human rights organiza-
tions. Law ministry au-
thorities have pre-
sented copy of notifica-
tion on formulation of
committee before
Islamabad High Court.

Edited with the trial version of 
Foxit Advanced PDF Editor

To remove this notice, visit:
www.foxitsoftware.com/shopping

http://www.foxitsoftware.com/shopping


OPINION Daily IndependentPage 02 Wednesday November 15, 2023

Commerce News

‘Hell on earth’
Do Palestinian lives matter? Clearly, in the eyes of
the global elite —both in the East and the West —
they do not, with the Palestinian body count rising
as  Israel  continues  its  savage  assault on Gaza. A
UN official aptly described the forsaken Palestinian
region as “hell on earth”.

With  the  Israeli  onslaught  entering  its  sixth
week, there are no signs that the plight of Gaza’s
people will ease anytime soon. In particular, the Is­
raeli war on Gaza’s hospitals is despicable, as the
world over, medical facilities are considered off lim­
its during hostilities.

When health centres are attacked, such as the
2020 terrorist strike on a maternity home in Kabul’s
Dasht­i­Barchi area, there is universal revulsion. In
slaughtering children, the elderly and infirm, Israel
is  employing  the  same  tactics  that  some  of  the
world’s worst perpetrators of terrorist violence do.

Last month when the Al Ahli Hospital was hit,
there  was  global  condemnation  of  this  repulsive
act, even though Israel tried to deflect criticism by
claiming that an errant Palestinian missile had hit
the  facility, despite compelling evidence  that  this
was the handiwork of the Israeli Defence Forces.
The war on Gazan hospitals continues, as reports
indicate that the Al Shifa and Al Quds medical facili­
ties have ceased operations.

At least six premature babies have apparently
died due to power shortages at Al Shifa. In total,
the UN asserts, half of Gaza’s hospitals and a third
of  its  primary  health  centres  have  become  dys­
functional. The WHO chief has described the situ­
ation as “dire and perilous”.

This grotesque bloodbath is being carried out
in full view of the world. Where are the champions
of human rights in Western capitals who never tire
of hectoring others on doing the right thing?

Where are the great supporters of the ummah
who  say  that  the  world’s Muslims  are  one  body,
and suffering in one part, means suffering for all?
Where are  the standard­bearers of Arab national­
ism,  who  loudly  proclaim  that  from  the Atlantic
shores of the Maghreb to  the warm waters of the
Gulf they are one nation?

The Gazan massacre is a shameful example of
the indifference of the global elite, and the impunity
of a well­armed bully — supported by the world’s
greatest  economic  and  military  powers  —  that
slaughters the innocent without compunction in the
name of vengeance.

Students  of  history  have  read  about  how
Attila, Genghis Khan and Hitler committed un­
speakable massacres. Israel’s bloodthirsty lead­
ership  —  the  ‘only  democracy  in  the  Middle
East’ in the eyes of its Western cheerleaders —
should be added to this grim list for what it has
done to the Palestinian people over the last six
weeks.

History will never forget the screams of dying
Palestinian children, and should never forgive those
who perpetrated and aided this monstrous crime.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Finance, Revenue, and
Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad Akthar, convened a pivotal meeting today
with the esteemed Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan, H.E. Dr. Jamshid
Khodjaev Abdukhakomovich.

Govt to address key issues of
business community: Sualeh

SBP allows
ASA Microfinance Bank

Limited to commence
countrywide operations

Rupee sheds
33 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Tuesday witnessed a
devaluation  of  33­paisa
against  US  Dollar  in  the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 287.87 against
the previous day’s closing
at Rs 287.54.However,
according  to the  Forex
Association  of  Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and
selling rates of the Dollar
in  the  open  market  stood
at  Rs  287.5  and  Rs  290
respectively.The  price  of
the Euro  increased  by 79
paisa to close at Rs 308.20
against the last day’s
closing of Rs 307.41.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Secretary
Commerce Muhammad
Sualeh Ahmed  Farooqui
said that the business
community  is the
backbone of the economy
and the government would
take all possible measures
to address their key issues.

He made the
assurance while talking to
a delegation of the United
Business Group (UBG) led
by  its  President  Zubair
Tufail and Secretary
General Zafar Bakhtawari
called on him on Tuesday
and discussed with him the
matters to improve the
country’s trade and
exports.

The delegation
comprised President

Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari Vice President
FPCCI Jamal ud Din,
Presidential  candidate  of
UBG  for FPCCI Atif
Akram Sheikh and others.

Addressing the
delegation,  Muhammad
Sualeh Ahmed  Farooqui
said that the business
community would be given
representation  in  foreign
delegations to explore new
markets for promoting
Pakistan’s trade and
exports. He said that trade
and exports policies would
be finalized in consultation
with the business
community to make  them
result­oriented.

Federal Secretary

Commerce stressed for
transparent and fair
elections of  FPCCI to
ensure true representation
of the business community
in  the apex  trade body of
the country. He lauded the
proposals of the delegation
to curb smuggling and
improve the country’s
exports  and  assured  that
their suggestions would be
given due consideration for
implementation.

Speaking on the
occasion, President United
Business  Group Zubair
Tufail said that the
initiatives of  the
government to curb
smuggling are bearing fruits
and stressed that this move
should be continued on a
sustained basis.

Independent Report
KARACHI: The State
Bank  of  Pakistan  (SBP),
Tuesday, allowed ASA
Microfinance Bank
(Pakistan) Limited to
commence  microfinance
lending business across the
country. ASA Microfinance
Bank will be the 12th

Microfinance Bank (MFB)
to  operate  in  the  country
by commencing nationwide
microfinance lending
business with effect  from
November 13, 2023, said a

statement issued here.
ASA  Microfinance

Bank  (Pakistan)  Limited,
licensed by SBP under  the
Microfinance  Institutions
Ordinance 2001, is a wholly
owned  subsidiary of ASA
International  Group  plc.
which is recognized as one of
the  world’s  largest
international  microfinance
institutions. MFBs play  an
important role to serve a large
number  of  micro­credit
borrowers and depositors as
they have approximately 3%.

Pakistan, China can
produce high-grade sugar
in abundance: PCJCCI

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
China  Joint  Chamber  of
Commerce  and  Industry
(PCJCCI)  President
Moazzam  Ghurki  said  on
Tuesday  that Pakistan and
China  can  produce  high­
grade sugar in abundance and
export it across the world.

Sharing his views in a
think­tank  session held
here at PCJCCI Secretariat,
he remarked that sugarcane
cooperation between China
and  Pakistan  will  bring
sweet revolution, and will
literally turn the friendship
between  the  two  nations
‘sweeter than honey’.

Ghurki said,  “Our
responsibility is to connect
people  and  experts  from
China  and  Pakistan,  and
provide  them  a  platform.
This is what we are doing

exchanges, he added.
PCJCCI Senior Vice
President Fang Yulong said
that Pakistan is a traditional
agricultural  country,  but
there is still a lot more to do
to modernize its agriculture
sector to enable it  to meet
international.

CATAS strongly
rejected using
conventional seeds.
Conventional seeds are not
suitable for planting.
Breeding disease free
seedlings  are  perfect  for
sugarcane production and
he made clear that by
applying integrated
disease­free techniques, the
pathogens  of  viruses  and
RSD can be removed, and
problem of degradation and
purification can be solved
simultaneously.

ISLAMABAD: Old man cutting wood into pieces
for selling purpose at his workplace.

with  zeal  and  zest.  China
and  Pakistan  should  join
hands to promote sugarcane
production and processing
to produce high­grade sugar.
Believe me two iron friends
can  export  sugar  to  the
world if  they  enhance
cooperation  in  this  field.”
He  added that ‘Tissue
Culture’ can bring
revolution in the production
of  sugarcane; Chinese
Academy  of  Tropical
Agriculture  Science  has
been giving training to the
scientists across the globe.
It  has introduced 100
training  courses  for  4,000
participants from more than
90 countries. More than 40
young scientists from Asia,
Africa, and Latin America
came to CATAS for medium
and  long  term  visits  and

HYDERABAD: Farmers are spraying pesticides
over crop at an agricultural field in Hyderabad.

Boost in broadband fiber
connectivity vital for economic

growth: Dr. Umar Saif
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for IT  and
Telecommunication Dr.
Umar  Saif  Tuesday  said
that a boost in broadband
fiber  connectivity  is  vital
for economic growth.

The  meeting  chaired
by  the  minister  discussed
in detail matters related to
fiberization, and the Right
of Way Policy.

Senior officers of
MoITT, and
representatives of telecom
companies  attended the
meeting, said a news

release.
Addressing the

meeting, Dr. Umar Saif said
that the provision of
quality telecom services to
the masses is the topmost
priority.

He said that every
10%  increase  in  mobile
broadband adoption
results in 0.5 ­ 0.8 percent
increase in GDP.

Therefore, to help
grow  the country’s
economy, “we must
incentivise broadband fiber
connectivity in the
country.”

FCCI to play role in
starting trans-shipping

facility : Khurram
Three new industrial
units inaugurated at
DIK Economic Zone

Workshop on
organic honey
farming ends

LAHORE (APP): The 17th

National Training
Workshop on ‘Organic
Beekeeping Practices’
organized by Punjab
University Institute of
Zoology concluded here on
Tuesday.

Punjab University
Vice­Chancellor  Prof  Dr
Khalid Mahmood, Director
Institute  of  Zoology  Prof
Dr Nabila Roohi, Director
ORIC Prof  Dr Shakil
Ahmed, In­charge
Beekeeper Research
Garden  Dr Abdul  Majid
Khan, bee farm
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,
researchers, faculty
members and students
attended the closing
ceremony.

In his address, Dr
Khalid Mahmood said that
the  process  of  learning
should  always  continue.
He said that the workshop
would help the participants
work in the practical field.
He  said that  PU  would
continue to play a key role
in  the welfare  projects of
society despite of its
limited resources.

Dr Nabila thanked the
VC for cooperation in
organizing the workshop.

FAISALABAD (APP): The
Faisalabad  Chamber  of
Commerce  &  Industry
(FCCI)  will  take  up  the
issue  to start  a  trans­
shipping facility to connect
Pakistan with Africa through
the shortest and direct route
of  Oman  and  Muscat  in
order  to  give  a  quantum
jump  to  its  bilateral  trade,
said  Dr.  Khurram  Tariq
President FCCI.

A d d r e s s i n g
participants  in the
29th Junior  Diplomatic
Course  from  the  Foreign
Service Academy  (FSA)
Islamabad, he mentioned the
“Look Africa” policy of the
government  and  said  that
Pakistan would have direct
access to African countries
through this trans­shipping
facility.  He  gave  a  brief

introduction of  Faisalabad
and FCCI and said that trade
organizations  are  of  two
types  in Pakistan.

“One is a trade
specific  association”,  he
said and added that on the
other hand, chambers
represent  the whole  trade
and industry in a particular
area.  He  said  that  due  to
its holistic nature, its voice
was  considered  as  more
balanced and effective. He
said  that  the  platform  of
the  chamber  was  playing
its  productive  role  in  tax
policy, budget formulation
and  other  policy  related
matters  with  the  ultimate
objective  to protect  the
legitimate  interest  of  the
trade and industry  in
general and its members in
particular.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
Industries, Commerce,
Technical  Education  and
Tribal Affairs,  Dr Aamir
Abdullah inaugurated three
newly established units at
D.I. Khan Economic Zone
and performed the
groundbreaking of  two
other units on Tuesday.

The inaugurated
enterprises  were  units  of
food,  beverage,  chemical
and LPG sectors.

The  ceremony  was
hosted by  the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Economic

Zones  Development  and
Management Company
(KP­EZDMC).

The Chief  Executive
Officer (CEO) KP­
EZDMC, Javed Iqbal
Khattak  and  other  senior
management of the
company were also present
on the occasion.

The inauguration and
groundbreaking of food and
beverage sector industries
would boost the generation
of employment
opportunities and meet the
increasing demand of
consumer products  in  the
region.

Valuing migrants

Dr Niaz Murtaza

I was  in Afghanistan  last
week.  I  have  worked  in
many rebel­held areas glo­
bally. But it felt eerie being
in a state ruled by a group
we  aided  and  that  shuns
modernity.  I  felt guilty  as
my  own  callous  state  is
evicting  poor  Afghans
cruelly.

Long  poor,  the  de­
cades  of  war  we  too
stoked,  and  now  foreign
economic  and  internal
bans, have hurt Afghani­
stan more, with nature  in­
flicting  drought  and
quakes. Two­thirds of Af­
ghans  need  aid,  half  of
them urgently. Food, medi­
cine and water  are  short.
Women  and  many  men
face  state  abuse.  Into  this
crisis, we are pushing  in­
nocent  people,  many  of
whom have lived  in Paki­
stan  for  decades.  Many
were even born here.  Im­
ages of misery and abuse
abound.

Our logic is bad — le­
gally,  morally,  economi­
cally  and  politically. We
say  we  only  evict  those
who are  ‘illegal’. This  is
simply  state  spin  to
criminalise  and
dehumanise  them.  Refu­
gees  globally  cross  bor­
ders  without  visas.  But
host  states still  issue  refu­
gee papers.

Afghans  coming  on
foot didn’t need visas.  Il­
legality  just  means  some
refugees  lack  or  are  re­
fused papers. The  simple
fix  is  to  give  them  the
needed papers. However,
we strip them of all empa­
thy,  and pin  terrorist  acts
on them.

Which  ones,  we
aren’t  told.  I don’t  recall
Afghans  being  named
right after a  recent attack.
Even if some were involved
in such acts, is it justifiable

to collectively punish mil­
lions, similar to how Israel
treats the Palestinians? We
may  push Afghans  into
the enemy’s arms.

Some  say  the  refu­
gees are an economic bur­
den. Global studies, how­
ever, show that even ‘ille­
gal’ migrants boost econo­
mies as they have not just
mouths  to  feed  but  also
hands  to  work,  skills  to
apply,  and  money  to  in­
vest.

Since 1980, three mil­
lion Afghans  settled here.
However,  the  increase  in
our own numbers  far out­
paced them. Millions of us
went  abroad. We  rightly
rue  the  harm  from  huge
emigration yet see smaller
inflows as harmful too. But
migrants often fill the gap
left behind by emigrants.
The UN gives us millions
in refugee aid, helping our
suppliers and staff  too.

Many  Sindhis  and
Baloch fear  that migrants
—  internal or  foreign —
may make them minorities
at home,  like the Palestin­
ians and the native Ameri­
can  population.  Indig­
enous rights are critical but
these two nationalities  lag
behind others in the army,
bureaucracy  and  busi­
ness.

Census  data  shows
that  the  proportion  of
Sindh and Balochistan  in
our  total  population  in­
creased  by  five  per  cent
and  2.5pc,  respectively,
from 1951 to 2023. Punjab’s
fell by 7pc. But Sindh’s in­
crease  is  mainly  on  ac­
count  of  inflows  to
Karachi,  which  went  up
from 3pc to 8pc nationally
and 18pc to 36pc in Sindh.
So, the provincial political
hold matters.

Sindhis have seen the
most change. Their ratio in
the  Sindh Assembly  fell
roughly from 90pc in 1947
to 80pc in 1970 and 68pc in
2002 but has been  stable
since. Controversial  state­
aided  inflows  and  land
awards brought down but
did  not  end  this
supermajority,  given  the
high rural fertility rates. In­
flows allowed  some eco­
nomic gains  too.

The  big  industrial

classes  are dominated by
some  ethnicities  due  to
their state hold, initially of
Mohajir  and  then Punjab
elites. Without the inflows
into Sindh, most of its  in­
dustry  may have  been  in
Punjab. But  the gains  ig­
nored poor Sindhis due to
the  selfish policies of  the
national and local elites.

The Baloch won  the
majority of seats in the last
and previous polls in their
province. But Baloch mili­
tants  sadly  kill  poor  mi­
grants  though  so  many
Baloch have lived safely in
other  regions  for  long.

Most of the very poor
districts  are  the  Baloch
ones.  However,  it  is  the
elites who are  responsible
for Baloch misery, not mi­
grant  workers.  Victims
must­­n’t  fight  each other
to help the elites but jointly
fight  against  them.
Punjabis won about 75pc
of the seats in Punjab and
Pakhtuns 87pc  in KP (up
after  the  Fata  union)  in
2018. All majority groups
have  stable
supermajorities and won’t
see  the  fate of  the native
population of  the US, etc.
Poor  migrants  don’t
change  things  like  con­
querors or  state­aided  in­
flows. KP has 52pc of 1.3m
legal Afghans, Balochistan
24pc,  Punjab  14pc  and
Sindh 5pc, according  to a
new UN survey. The num­
bers regarding ‘illegal’ ones
are mere guesses.

Even if long­term Af­
ghan  and  other  migrants
got citizenship, it will  just
cut  the supermajorities by
2pc  to 3pc  (Pakhtuns will
gain a bit). A high rural fer­
tility  rate may soon erase
even  this  cut. Actually,
some minority ethnic com­
munities will lose a bit more
than majority groups. Even
this would not occur if they
get  only  working  rights
and fake CNICs are nixed.

We must not send mi­
grants  to  a  future  full  of
risks  on  account  of  our
own  unreal  and  distant
fears. Migrant  fears must
not  conservatively create
ethnic silos. Instead,  there
should be win­win  ideas
for all victims.  ­­ Courtesy
Dawn

Out of breath

Masood Lohar

Picture yourself residing in
a lavish mansion, boasting
a multiple­digit price tag, in
the heart of the city’s most
exclusive neighbourhood.
Despite  the opulence,  the
very essence of life for you
and  your  family  is being
gradually  eroded;  your
lifespan is curtailed by sev­
eral precious years, and the
once pristine quality of life
tainted  by  the  persistent
spectre  of  asthma,  throat
infections, and  itchy eyes.
Moreover, there is an ever­
present  apprehension,  a
gnawing  fear  that  cardio­
vascular  diseases,  lung
cancer, and  respiratory  is­
sues  may  be  just  around
the  corner,  casting  a
shadow over  your  other­
wise luxurious abode. That
is how the issue of air qual­
ity has  hit Pakistan’s  cit­
ies. This paradoxical  real­
ity,  the  contradiction be­
tween  affluence  and  the
compromised quality of life
is  the  top odd  feature of
life in Pakistan.

While  Lahore  and
Delhi have been in a fierce
competition, not  just  this
week but  throughout  the
past month, to claim the top
two spots on the Air Qual­
ity  Index  for  the  world’s
worst air quality, Karachi
hasn’t  been  far  behind.
Ironically,  the  air quality
woes  extend beyond
these cities, as Islamabad
and Rawalpindi have also
surpassed  dangerous
levels. Last  week,
Islamabad  recorded  an
AQI  of 154,  and
Rawalpindi  reached  180
—  both  falling  into  the
‘unhealthy’ category
(151­200).

The competitive
streak  persists  among
other cities  as  well, with
Attock  at  143,  Jhe­lum
and Chakwal at 159. Even
the  usually  pristine  hill

station of Murree saw its
AQI rise to 104, surpass­
ing the ‘moderate’ level.

In  response  to  the
escalating  air  pollution,
the  Punjab  government
recently  declared  a
‘health  emergency’  and
implemented  a  smart
lockdown  in  seven  dis­
tricts:  Lahore,  Nankana
Sahib,  Sheikhu­pura,
Kasur,  Gujranwala,
Hafizabad,  and Narowal.
These  areas  had  report­
edly  witnessed  the  high­
est  recorded AQI  levels.
The onset of winter exac­
erbates air pollution, lead­
ing to smog that disrupts
traffic and work life. Typi­
cally,  the  smog  season
extends  from  the  begin­
ning of November to  the
end of February — a third
of the  year.  This  ad­
versely affects the 48 mil­
lion­strong  population
residing in bustling busi­
ness  and  industrial  hubs,
resulting  in  economic
losses,  hindering  educa­
tion,  and  disrupting
travel  and  transportation.

Rapid  urbanisation
in  the  region  forecasts
that  almost  half of
Pakistan’s population will
reside  in  cities  by  2025,
heightening  concerns
over air pollution. Failing
to  address  this  issue  im­
mediately  could  expose
over  120m  people to
harmful air quality, caus­
ing  significant  economic
and  social  repercussions.
The  urgency  to  control
air pollution is evident in
the  dire  consequences  it
poses,  emphasising  the
need  for preventive mea­
sures  to protect  the well­
being of the projected ur­
ban population.

Air quality deteriora­
tion  results  from  various
sources, including  in­
dustrial  emissions,  ve­
hicle exhaust,  fossil  fuel
combustion,  deforesta­
tion,  agricultural  prac­
tices, waste burning, and
natural  events.  Popula­
tion density  in urban ar­
eas exacerbates emis­
sions. In Lahore, external
air pollution from
Jalandhar in Indian
Punjab contributes,
while Karachi faces com­

plex  sources,  including
vehicular  emissions  and
unsafe construction
practices.  The  absence
of an efficient public
transport system in­
creases  vehicle  numbers
and emissions. Fossil
fuel  burning  produces
harmful  byproducts  like
nitrogen dioxide,  carbon
monoxide and carbon di­
oxide.

Despite being  a
coastal  city  with  marine
ecosystems, Karachi
should  ideally  be  free
from air pollution due to
its potential for ‘blue car­
bon’  —  carbon  seques­
tration through man­
groves. The  high carbon
sequestration  potential
of  the  mangroves  high­
lights  their  importance
not only for the health of
the coastal ecosystem
but  also  in  the  global
context of climate change
mitigation. Protecting
and  restoring  mangrove
ecosystems  can  contrib­
ute  significantly  to  ef­
forts  aimed  at  reducing
atmospheric carbon diox­
ide  levels.

Planting  mangroves
not  only  purifies  the  air
but  also generates  carbon
credits. An  average  ma­
ture mangrove tree can se­
quester  22­30
kilogrammes of carbon di­
oxide yearly. For example,
600,000  mangroves
planted at  the Clifton Ur­
ban Forest in August 2022
can  fetch  $225,000  per
year,  starting  from  year
2024.  It  is  time  to  bring
creeks,  sub­creeks,  and
beaches  across  Karachi
under  mangrove  cover.
Apart  from  the  revenue
aspect,  these  mangroves
will purify the city’s air and
create  resilience  against
cyclones and  tsunamis  in
addition  to  producing
food for fish, shrimp and
aquatic birds like flamin­
gos.  Pakistan  stands  at
a  crucial  juncture,  re­
quiring  bold  decisions
and a paradigm shift
from a  real estate­based
shallow economy to em­
brace  innovative  oppor­
tunities such as blue
carbon  and  beach  tour­
ism.  ­­ Courtesy Dawn
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SHIKARPUR: Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Shikarpur, Dr. Muhammad Imran Khan vis-
iting different police stations in Kacha area of
Khanpur district Shikarpur.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman cutting the
ribbon to inaugurate the awareness Walk ceremony on World Diabetes Day.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor
Haji Ghulam Ali being crowned on his best services
for Peshawar City and business community for
the province.

Diabetes and other diseases
can be prevented adopting
Islamic lifestyle: Governor
Independent Report

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab, Muhammad
Balighur Rehman attended
a  ceremony organized  by
Pakistan Endocrine Society
and  Pakistan  Society  of
Internal Medicine in
connection with World
Diabetes Day here at
Governor House Lahore as
chief guest today. On this
occasion, Governor Punjab
also led a diabetes
awareness walk from
Alhamra Arts  Council  to
Governor’s House.
Caretaker Provincial
Health  Minister  Prof.  Dr.
Javed Akram also
accompanied Governor
Punjab.

While addressing the
ceremony, Punjab

Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman said that
diabetes and other diseases
can be prevented adopting
Islamic  lifestyle.  He  said
that it is possible to prevent
this  disease  with  timely
diagnosis. Governor Punjab
said that there is a need to
create  awareness  among
the people to prevent
diabetes. He said  that  the
number of diabetic patients
in Pakistan are increasing
to an alarming extent,
adding  that  we  have  to
change our lifestyle to get
rid of  this disease.
Governor.  He  said that
fasting  is  a  shield  for  the
prevention of  diseases,
adding that scientific
research  has  also  proved
that the intermittent fasting

makes  the  body  healthy,
and prevents

diseases like diabetes
and blood pressure.
Governor Punjab said that
diabetes affects every
organ of the body,
especially  vision,  heart,
liver  and  and  kidneys  .
Governor Punjab said that
Islam is a complete code of
life . He said that we should
adopt  a  healthy  lifestyle.
Governor Punjab said that
as  chancellor,  he  would
also direct the vice­
chancellors of  all
universities across the
province in writing to
organize awareness
seminars and workshops to
create  awareness  among
the  students  and  prevent
this disease.

Naqvi reviews WCLA
projects, emphasizes
timely completion

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab
Caretaker  Chief  Minister
Mohsin  Naqvi,  during  a
meeting at his office here
on Tuesday,  reviewed  the
progress on Walled City of
Lahore Authority
(WCLA) projects. During
the session, the restoration
of Kharak Singh’s historic
mansion took center stage,
with plans to refurbish its
rooms for tourism
promotion, ensuring
standard facilities for
tourists’ accommodation.

CM Mohsin Naqvi
directed  the  initiation  of
necessary  steps for
relocating the Rim Market
and  accelerating  work on

the Lahore Fort Cafe. The
meeting also assessed
progress on the restoration
projects  for  the historical
gates  of  Lahore  and  fort
Kohna Qasim  Bagh in
Multan. Mohsin Naqvi
emphasized the timely
completion of  these
projects,  emphasizing  the
restoration of  the wall
around the historical gates
to its original condition for
full protection.

Highlighting the
historical  significance  of
Lahore’s  gates  and fort
Kohna Qasim  Bagh in
Multan, the CM
envisioned them becoming
key attractions for tourists
post­restoration.

Attacking on police party case

Court extends physical
remand of Sanam

LAHORE  (Online): Anti
Terrorism  Court (ATC)
has extended physical
remand of PTI social media
activist Sanam Javed in the
case  of  attacking  police
party.

She was presented in
the court on completion of
3­day physical remand.

Duty  judge  Arshid
Javed of ATC took up
police  plea  in  connection
with physical  remand  of
Sanam Javed.

The  court  approved
physical remand of Sanam

Javed for further  three
days.

The  prosecutor  had
told the court on previous
hearing that Sanam Javed
and other workers  threw
petrol  bombs  on police
outside Zaman Park.

PTI workers
subjected DIG to violence
in Zaman park.

Police  vehicles  were
burnt. Sanam  Javed
delivered hate speech
outside  Zaman  Park  and
provoked  PTI  workers  to
attack police.

PU, NAB arrange painting
competition focusing on

anti-corruption campaign
LAHORE  (APP):  Punjab
University  (PU) Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Khalid
Mahmood has  said  that
providing awareness
against corruption through
art is a best source.

He was addressing at
the ‘Wall of Culture
Painting Competition’
organized by Punjab
University, National
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB) and Brighto Paints
in connection with the anti­
corruption campaign here

on Tuesday. NAB Director
Imran  Sohail, Additional
Director Attia Azmat,
Resident Officer­II
Muhammad Kashif Nazir,
Director Student Affairs Dr
Muhammad Ali,  faculty
members,  administrative
officers and students were
present.

In his address, Dr
Khalid Mahmood said that
NAB and PU are giving a
positive  message  against
corruption  through  anti­
corruption activities.

ANF seizes 233 kg
drugs in 12 operations

Independent Report
RAWALPINDI: Anti­
Narcotics  Force  (ANF)
while conducting 12
operations across the
country  managed to
recover  over  233 kg  of
drugs and arrested six
accused, said an ANF
Headquarters  spokesman
here on Tuesday.

He  informed,  that  in
four  operations,  over  4.6
kg of drugs were recovered
from 26 no Chongi area in
Islamabad. In an operation,
900  grams  Ice  drug  was
recovered from an accused,
resident of Pishin.

In another operation,
800 grams Ice drug and 250
grams of heroin were
recovered from  the
possession of an accused,
resident of Khyber.

In the 7th operation, 2
kg of hashish was recovered
from  the  possession  of  a
woman, a resident of
Nowshera.

The spokesman
informed  that  in  the  8th

operation, 116 grams of Ice
and one pistol were
recovered from an accused,
resident of Khyber.

One  kg  of  Ice  drug
was recovered from a
passenger’s bag arrested at
Allama Iqbal International
Airport.  The  accused,  a
resident  of  Sahiwal,  was
leaving for Saudi Arabia by
flight number PK­859.

Three kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
resident of  Tando
Mohammad  Khan  netted
at  Fateh  Chowk  bus  stop
Hyderabad.

Farhat Shahzadi sends
Rs 5 billions  defamation
notice to Attaullah Tarar
LAHORE (Online): Farhat
Shahzadi,  close  friend  of
Bushra Bibi wife of
chairman PTI has sent Rs
5 billion defamation notice
to PML­N leader Attaullah
Tarar.

The legal notice was
sent through advocate
Azhar Siddique wherein it
was stated that Atta Ullah
Tarar  leveled  fabricated
allegations through media
with reference to assets.

According  to text of
notice Atta Ullah Tarar has
not provided any evidence
with reference to assets. All
the assets of  Farhat
Shahzadi are declared.
AttaullahTarar tried to

dent  her  reputation  by
leveling allegations.

It was further said in
the notice if  Attaullah
Tarar did not tender
apology and pay the
damage  amount  then  the
courts will be resorted to.

In  a  statement  some
days back Attaullah Tarar
had  said  there  was  nexus
of  three  women in PTI
government who seated a
dummy  chief  minister  in
Punjab.  Farhat  Shahzadi
and Ahsan  Jamil  Gujjar
made all planning and
commission  on  contracts
went to them  too. On
transfer/posting  the  share
went to Bushra Bibi.

CTD apprehends
inter-provincial
gang of robbers
KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh  Counter  Terrorism
Department (CTD)
announced  a  significant
breakthrough on Tuesday,
revealing  the  dismantling
of an alleged inter­
provincial  gang  of  street
criminals from  Main
University Road.

According  to a CTD
spokesperson, three
individuals were
apprehended during  the
initial interrogation,
confessing to the
systematic looting of
citizens who withdrew
cash  from ATMs  across
various cities in Sindh and
Punjab.

Mock terror
exercise held

FAISALABAD (APP):
The  police department  in
collaboration with Counter
Terrorism  Department
(CTD), Civil Defence, Elite
Force, local administration
and emergency
departments  arranged a
mock exercise at the office
of City Police Officer
(CPO) to improve the
efficiency and response of
security  personnel.

A  police  spokesman
said here  on Tuesday  that
mock information regarding
the entry of  terrorists and a
suicide  attack  at  the  CPO
Office was spread after which
teams of police, Civil Defence,
CTD and other  emergency
departments  rushed  to  the
spot  and  encircled  the
surrounding areas.

Husband among
three arrested

in wife’s
murder case

MULTAN  (APP):  Police
have arrested three accused
including a husband and his
two accomplices on charge
of killing his wife around13
days back, police said on
Tuesday.

Complainant Ijaz
Khursheed told police his
daughter Ansa  Khan  was
married to Khawaja Faisal
Mahmood in 2011. She had
borrowed Rs 4 million and
gave it to her husband who
used money to buy a plot.
However, when she
demanded the money back,
her husband  tortured her
and the  couple  used to
quarrel over the issue.

Mock terror
exercise held

FAISALABAD (APP):
The  police department  in
collaboration with Counter
Terrorism  Department
(CTD), Civil Defence, Elite
Force, local administration
and emergency
departments  arranged a
mock exercise at the office
of City Police Officer
(CPO) to improve the
efficiency and response of
security  personnel.

UN observes minute’s silence for
101 staffers killed in Gaza

Putin approves
new restrictions
on media coverage
ahead of presi-

dential elections
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has approved changes to
the law that governs
presidential elect ions
putting  new  restrictions
on media coverage, local
news agencies reported on
Tuesday.

The  changes come
ahead of the election to be
held  in  March  in  which
Putin, who has ruled Rus­
sia for the last 24 years, is
expected  to  seek  a  new
six­year term.

US Commerce chief Raimondo
to meet Chinese counterpart

Wang during APEC

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: United Nat­ions
workers observed a minute’s
silence and flags flew at half­
mast  at  UN  co­m­pounds
across the globe on Monday
to honour the more than 100
em­p­loyees killed since hos­
tilities  began  in Gaza  last
month, the largest dea­th toll of
workers in the orga­nisation’s
78­year history.

In Gaza  City, wit­
nesses  reported intense
overnight  air  strikes  with
Israeli tanks and armoured
vehicles  just  metres  from
the Al Shifa hospital.

Health authorities said
hospitals in northern Gaza
were no longer functioning

amid fuel shortages and rag­
ing combat.

The  United  Nations
Relief and Works Agency
(UNRWA), the
organisation for support­
ing  Palestinians,  said  on
Friday that 101 of its em­
ployees died in Gaza Strip
since Oct 7.

Staff at UN offices in
Geneva bowed their heads
as a candle  was  lit  in
memory  of  the  deceased
UNRWA  employees.

“This  is  the  highest
nu­mber  of  aid  workers
kil­l­ed in the history of our
org­anisation in such a
short  time,”  said  Tatiana
Valov­aya, Director

Monitoring Desk
SAN  FRANCISCO:  The
commerce  chiefs  of  the
United  States  and  China
will meet at the Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation
(APEC)  forum  this  week,
one of a series of cabinet­
level  engagements  sur­
rounding high­stakes talks
between U.S. President Joe
Biden  and Chinese  Presi­
dent Xi Jinping.

A U.S. Commerce De­
partment spokesperson
confirmed that U.S. Com­
merce Secretary  Gina
Raimondo and Chinese
Commerce Minister Wang

Wentao planned to meet but
was not able to provide de­
tails and timing.

Raimondo  is  partici­
pating  in ministerial meet­
ings for APEC and the Biden
administration’s  Indo­Pa­
cific Economic Framework
discussions. Biden and  Xi
are expected to meet in the
San Francisco Bay area on
Wednesday  in  an  effort  to
calm a tense relationship be­
tween the world’s two larg­
est  economies.  Raimondo
first mentioned the meet­
ing with Wang, their third
in person in less than six
months.

Gene­ral of the UN office
in Geneva.

In Geneva, the second­
largest  UN  headquarters
after  New York,  the  UN
flag  flew at half­mast and
none of  the other  flags of
the 193 member countries
were hoisted along the main
alley of the compound.

The  blue  and  white
UN flag was lowered at of­
fices  in  Bangkok,  Tokyo
and  Beijing.  Events  were
also held in Kathmandu and
Kabul, where the UN sec­
retary general’s special rep­
resentative for Afghanistan
led  about  250  people  in
observing the minute’s si­
lence.

Britain's King Charles and Queen Camilla visit FareShare Didcot to launch
the Coronation Food Project on his birthday, in Didcot, Britain.

Russian UN envoys shoot back at
Western criticism of its Ukraine

war and crackdown on dissidents

Biden meets with Indonesia
president ahead of Xi summit

Floods kill at least 31 in Somalia.
UN warns of a flood event likely

to happen once in 100 years

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON:  Leaders
from the United States and
Indonesia held discussions
on  Monday  that  will  set
the stage for U.S. President
Joe Biden’s first in person
meeting in a year with Chi­
nese leader Xi Jinping later
this week.

Biden greeted Indone­
sian President Joko Widodo
at the White House as the
two  leaders  prepare  for  a
Asia­Pacific Economic Co­
operation (APEC) summit
in  San  Francisco,  where
Washington  hopes  to  re­
duce friction with Beijing.
Biden is due to meet Xi on
Wednesday.

The United States
and  Indonesia  agreed  to
new  cooperation  in  de­
fense areas including
cybersecurity, space, com­
bined exercises and nuclear
threats,  the  White  House
said. On climate, they
agreed  on  efforts  to  sup­

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Western  coun­
tries on Monday repeatedly
called on Russia to end do­
mestic  repression of  dissi­
dent voices and end its war
in Ukraine — and  human
rights violations related to it
— as Russia came under a
regular review at the U.N.’s
top rights body.

A  delegation from
Moscow, led by State Sec­
retary  and  Deputy  Justice
Minister Andrei  Loginov,
defended Russia’s right to
ensure law and order by re­
stricting  some  forms  of
protest or voices that might
threaten domestic security.
He also said Russia’s “spe­
cial military operation”  in
Ukraine had “no relation to
the subject matter” at issue
in the review.

Monday’s  3  ½­hour
hearing in Geneva was part

Monitoring Desk
MOGADISHU:  Floods
caused by torrential rainfall
have killed at least 31
people  in various parts of
Somalia,  authorities  said
Sunday.

Since October, floods
have displaced nearly half
a  million  people  and  dis­
rupted the lives of over 1.2
million people, Minister of
Information  Daud Aweis
told reporters in the capital
Mogadishu. They have also
caused extensive damage to
civilian infrastructure nota­
bly  in  the Gedo  region of
southern Somalia, he said.

The  U.N.  Office  for
the  Coordination  of  Hu­
manitarian Affairs,  or
OCHA,  which  has  given
$25 million  to help miti­
gate the impact of flood­
ing, warned in a statement
Thursday of “a flood
event of a magnitude sta­
tistically likely only once
in 100 years, with signifi­
cant  anticipated  humani­
tarian impacts.”

“While  all  possible
preparatory measures are
being pursued, a flood of
this magnitude can only be

mitigated and not pre­
vented,” OCHA said, rec­
ommending “early  warn­
ing  and  early  action”  to
save lives as “large­scale
displacement,  increased
humanitarian  needs  and
further destruct ion of
property  remain  likely.”

The lives of some 1.6
million people in Somalia
could be disrupted by
floods  during  the  rainy
season that lasts until De­
cember, with  1.5 million
hectares  of  farmland  po­
tentially being destroyed,
it said.

Mogadishu has been
ravaged by  downpours
that, at times, swept away
vulnerable people, includ­
ing children and  the eld­
erly, and disrupted trans­
portation.

Floods  are  also af­
fecting neighboring
Kenya,  where  the  death
toll  stood at 15 on Mon­
day, according to the
Kenya Red Cross.

The port city of
Mombasa  and  the  north­
eastern counties of
Mandera and Wajir are the
worst affected.

port the electrical grid and
improve air quality.

Reuters  reported  on
Sunday that the two coun­
tries  are  working  to  ad­
vance a potential minerals
partnership focused on the
electric vehicle (EV) bat­
tery  metal  nickel,  citing
three  people  with  direct
knowledge of the conver­
sations.

But the Biden admin­
istration is still concerned
about  environmental,  so­
cial and governance (ESG)
standards in Indonesia and
is  examining  how  such  a
deal might work.

Biden and Jokowi, as
the Indonesian president is
popularly  known,  agreed
to  form  a  work  plan  to­
wards the establishment of
a trade agreement on criti­
cal  minerals,  after  which
Indonesia will supply
minerals  for U.S.  electric
vehicle batteries,  Indone­
sian Foreign Minister

Retno  Marsudi  said  in  a
statement after the meeting.

Retno said both sides
also agreed to immediately
implement the Just Energy
Transition Partnership
(JETP), a $20 billion fund­
ing pledged by the U.S. and
other G7 countries last year
to help Indonesia clean up
its energy sector.

Indonesia also called
for the renewal of the Gen­
eralized System of Prefer­
ences, Retno said, referring
to a U.S. trade facility that
Indonesian exports  had
benefited from before it ex­
pired at the end of 2020.

Jokowi pressed Biden
on steps to end Israel’s war
with Hamas.

“Indonesia appeals to
the U.S. to do more to stop
the  atrocities in Gaza.
Ceasefire is a must for the
sake of humanity,” Widodo
said  in  the Oval Office at
the  start  of  talks  with  the
U.S. president.

of an exercise known as the
universal  periodic  review,
or  UPR,  which  all  U.N.
member  states  face  about
every four or five years in
connection with the U.N.­
backed Human Rights
Council.

Russia  came  under
widespread  international
condemnation  after  Presi­
dent Vladimir Putin ordered
the invasion of Ukraine in
February  last  year.  Two
separate  teams  of  U.N.­
backed  investigators  have
been commissioned to look
into both rights abuses car­
ried out in Ukraine and do­
mestically in Russia.

Western countries dur­
ing  Monday’s  session  de­
nounced the deportation of
Ukrainian children,
Russia’s crackdown on civil
society  and  the  arrest  of
rights defenders.

Belgium's Defense Minister Ludivine Dedonder,
right, speaks with Netherland's Defense Minister
Kajsa Ollongren, second right, during a meeting
of EU foreign and defense ministers at the Euro-
pean Council building in Brussels.

US moves to break
political impasse in

Bangladesh

Israeli strikes
hit journalists
in south Lebanon

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Journalists in south­
ern Lebanon said they were
targeted on Monday in Israeli
strikes, which Al Jazeera net­
work said lightly wounded its
photographer. A local mayor
and Lebanese state media cor­
roborated the journalists’ ac­
count of the cross­border inci­
dent, which came exactly a
month  after  deadly  strikes
blamed on Israel hit a press
group near Alma al­Shaab in
southern Lebanon.

Around a dozen journal­
ists from several media out­
lets were on a tour to inspect
damage from Israeli bombard­
ments and had been provid­
ing coverage from the border
town  of Yarun  when  the
strikes hit. Al Jazeera said its
photographer Issam Mawasi
was “lightly wounded as a re­
sult of Israeli bombing”. “Al
Jazeera’s broadcast  vehicle
was also damaged during the
attack. The strike occurred as
a group of journalists toured
the  area,”  a  report  on  the
Qatari broadcaster’s website
said. Al Jazeera‘s Lebanon bu­
reau chief Mazen Ibrahim ac­
cused Israel of “directly tar­
geting” the group.

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: The US ambassa­
dor to Bangladesh has sought
meetings with leaders of the
country’s  three major par­
ties,  the  embassy  said  on
Monday,  as  Washington
seeks to break a political im­
passe ahead of elections.

Dhaka is set to hold a
general election in January,
but  the  main  opposition,

the Bangladesh Natio­nalist
Party (BNP), and its allies
have said they will boycott
the vote unless Prime Min­
ister  Sheikh  Hasina  quits
power  and  lets  a  neutral
government  oversee  the
polls. Hasina has launched
a major crackdown against
the BNP since police broke
up a giant opposition rally
on October 28.
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BISHKEK: The 4th Session of Kyrgyz-Pakistan Inter-Governmental Com-
mission (IGC) on Trade-Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation was
held in Bishkek, the Kyrgyz Republic. The IGC was Co-Chaired by Mr.
Muhammad Ali, the Federal Minister for Energy (Power Division) of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Mr. Baisalov Edil Zholdubaevich, the Deputy
Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Kyrgyz Republic.

KARACHI: Construction works of new develop-
ment projects is underway under the supervision
of local government department, as slow pace of
construction work is creating problems for com-
muters due to traffic jam and they demand to con-
cerned department to complete work as soon as
possible, located near Nipa Chowrangi at Univer-
sity road in Karachi.

KARACHI: Members of Local Government Employ-
ees Union Committee are holding protest demonstra-
tion against non-payment of their dues salaries for
the past three months, held at Karachi press club.

LARKANA: Mayor Larkana Anwar Ali Luhar ad-
dresses media persons during press conference
held at Larkana press club

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairing a
meeting regarding the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of honorary consuls of different friendly countries based in Peshawar call
on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

MITHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari exchanges views with former mem-
ber of National and Sindh Assembly Faqir Sher
Muhammad Bilalani during meeting held at Bilalani
House in Mithi.

PM calls for bringing higher
education in conformity with

contemporary needs

Energy Minister says:

Kyrgyz- Pak IGC pivotal to establish
stronger economic foundation

President cites immense
potential to attract investment

from friendly countries

PM, interim KP CM
discuss general election,

provincial matters

Director Development
BHC meets with

Planning Minister

Siraj invites political
leadership to join efforts
for safeguarding Gaza

ECP dismisses
allegations of cabinet’s
asset disclosure refusal

Lack of quorum
forces senate session

adjournment

Pakistan, Greek envoys
in EU, resolve to

deepen bilateral ties

Funeral prayers
of martyred of

Mir Ali terrorist
incident offered
RAWALPINDI (APP):
The Namaz­e­Janaza (fu­
neral  prayers)  of  Sepoy
Muhammad Sohail
Shaheed and Sepoy
Abdullah  Shaheed,  who
embraced  martyrdom  on
the night of November 12
and 13 in general area Mir
Ali, North Waziristan dis­
tr ict , was offered in
Bannu  district  on  Tues­
day.

According  to an In­
ter­Services Public Rela­
tions (ISPR) press re­
lease, 19 years old Sohail
was resident of
Tharparkar  district  and
25 years old Abdullah
was a resident of Mardan
district.

Senior serving mili­
tary officers, relatives of
the Shuhada, and a large
number  of  locals  of  the
area attended the funerals.

The martyrs were
laid to rest with full mili­
tary honours.

“These sacrifices
strengthen our resolve to
stand  resolute  and  com­
mitted to eliminating the
menace of terrorism from
the motherland at al l
costs,” the ISPR press re­
lease added.

Two advisors,
one special

assistant to KP
CM appointed

PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has ap­
proved  the  appointment
of  two advisors  and one
special  assistant  to the
caretaker Chief Minister.

A notification of the
Establishment depart­
ment issued here said that
Dr Riaz Anwar has been
appointed advisor on
Health,  Population  Wel­
fare and Labour, and Pub­
licity and Dr Sarfaraz Ali
Shah has been appointed
as an advisor on Energy,
Development  and  Plan­
ning and Minerals Devel­
opment.

Zafarullah Khan has
been appointed Special
Assistant on Housing,
Communications and
Mass Transit,  it added.

Asad Qaisar
handed over to
anti corruption
on 2 days remand
SWABI (Online): The
court has handed over
Asad Qaisar former
speaker National Assem­
bly  (NA) to anti  corrup­
tion  on  two days physi­
cal remand.

PTI leader Asad
Qaisar  was  presented  in
the court of judicial mag­
istrate Muhammad Khalil
Khan  Tuesday.

Anti  corruption  re­
quested the court to grant
10 days physical remand
of Asad Qaisar which was
rejected by the court.

The court granted
two days physical re­
mand.

Asad Qaisar was
shifted from Islamabad to
Swabi. He is charged with
committing corruption in
the  purchase  of  medical
apparatus for Gajju Khan
medical college Swabi.

Talking to media men
on the occasion of his ap­
pearance  in  the court  he
said we hope for good. I
am  in  PTI  and  will  re­
main in PTI, he  added.

Policeman
martyred in

terrorist attack
in Tank

TANK (APP): A policeman
was martyred as a result of
firing by  unknown  terror­
ists on Tankwana Road here
on  Tuesday.

According to a police
spokesman,  a  police  con­
stable named Sharif Uddin
was on his way when some
unknown terrorists targeted
him  near  Grid  Station  on
Tank­Wana  road,  leaving
him dead.

The assailants fled the
scene  after  the  cowardly
attack.

As  information  was
received about the incident,
SP Investigation Haji Nasir
Khan, DSP  Headquarters
Abdul Rasheed Khan, DSP
Jandola Syed Marjan along
with a heavy contingent of
police reached the site and
shifted  the  body  to  DHQ
hospital.

The  police  cordoned
off  the  area  and  started  a
search operation.

Jamadi-ul
Awal moon
not sighted

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The  Central  Ruet­e­Hilal
Committee on Tuesday an­
nounced  that the moon of
Jamadi­ul­Awal  1445 AH
had not been sighted in its
meeting held at the Minis­
try of Religious Affairs and
Interfaith Harmony.

The  1st  Jamadi­ul­
Awal 1445 shall commence
from  Thursday,  the  16th
November,  2023,  said  a
notification issued here by
the ministry.

Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan discuss ways to
improve regional connectivity

FM Jalil Abbas, German
Envoy discuss bilateral
ties between two countries

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Caretaker  Prime  Minister
Anwaar­ul­Haq  Kakar  on
Tuesday underlined the need
of bringing the higher educa­
tion  in  the  country  in con­
formity with the contempo­
rary and economic needs.

He further stressed for
introduction  of  scholar­
ships in technical and sci­
entific  subjects  in  accor­
dance  with  the global  re­
quirements.

The  prime  minister
chaired a meeting regarding
the Higher Education Com­
mission (HEC). The meet­
ing was attended by Care­
taker Minister  for Federal
Education and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi,
HEC  Chairman Dr
Mukthar Ahmed, secretary
education and other senior
officials,  the  PM  Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

The  prime  minister
was briefed about the higher
education, students’ schol­
arships,  universities,  and
other related issues.

He was apprised  that
a total of 259 higher educa­
tion institutes in the coun­
try were recognized by the
HEC whereas in the previ­
ous years,  the  number  of
universities of global stan­
dards had increased in Pa­
kistan.

So far, more than
20,000  scholarships  had
been awarded for PhD since
the  inception  of  HEC,  it
was added.

The meeting was also
informed about the formu­
lated mechanism to control
plagiarism in the educational
sector. The caretaker prime
minister was  also  given  a
briefing about the national
and  international  scholar­
ships.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for  Energy  (Power  Divi­
sion)  Muhammad Ali  has
said that the Kyrgyz­Paki­
stan  Inter­Governmental
Commission (IGC) is piv­
otal in establishing a stron­
ger  economic  foundation
and fostering  enhanced
mutual  cooperation be­
tween the two countries.

He was speaking dur­
ing the 4th Session of
Kyrgyz­Pakistan Inter­
Governmental  Commis­
sion (IGC) on Trade­ Eco­
nomic and Scientific­Tech­
nical Cooperation held in
Bishkek,  the  Kyrgyz  Re­
public, on November 10, a

Commerce Ministry news
release said on Tuesday.

The Co­Chairs for the
4th Session of  the  IGC
were Minister  for Energy
(Power Division) of Paki­
stan and Baisalov  Edil
Zholdubaevich, the
Deputy  Chairman  of  the
Cabinet of Ministers of the
Kyrgyz  Republic.

The Energy Minister
led  the  Pakistani  delega­
tion, comprising senior of­
ficials from the ministries
of Economic Affairs, Com­
merce and Energy (Power
Division) at  the  ICG ses­
sion.

The  minister,  refer­
ring to the enduring histori­

cal and cultural bonds be­
tween  Pakistan  and the
Kyrgyz Republic, ex­
pressed the readiness of the
Pakistani side for an active
dialogue and practical ac­
tions to further deepen bi­
lateral cooperation.

Underscoring col­
laboration  in  the  energy
sector,  he  reaffirmed  its
crucial role in mutual
growth.

Stressing the impor­
tance of the CASA­1000
regional project, the min­
ister emphasized the
commitment from  both
sides  for  its  expeditious
complet ion to real ize
shared goals.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Paki-
stan in the European
Union Amna Baloch
on Tuesday met with
her Greek counterpart
Ambassador Ioannis
Vrailas.

In the meeting
held in Brussels,

they exchanged views
on areas of mutual
interest.

The two envoys
also affirmed to fur-
ther deepen relations
for productive coop-
eration between Paki-
stan and Greece in e
future.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Foreign
Minister  Jalil Abbas
Jilani was called on by
Ambassador  of  Ger­
many  in Pakistan
Alfred Grannas  on
Tuesday.

During  the  meeting,  they
discussed various fac­
ets  of  bilateral  rela­
tions between the two
countries.

The caretaker foreign min­
ister and German Am­
bassador agreed to fur­
ther deepen mutually
beneficial cooperation
between the two coun­
tries,  Foreign  Office
Spokesperson  posted
on X.

Regional and global devel­
opments  were  also
discussed,  it was
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan
(ECP) Tuesday firmly
refuted reports from
the media alleging a
refusal to share as-
set details  of the
caretaker Prime Min-
ister and cabinet
members.

The ECP
spokesperson  con-
firmed that the as-
sets of the federal
cabinet, including
the Prime Minister,
had been duly sub-
mitted to the com-
mission by Section
230(3) of the Elec-
tion Act 2017.

According  to
regulat ions ,  once

the Commission
green  l ights  the
publ icat ion o f
statements under
Section 230(3) and
Elect ion  Rules
170(3) in the Official
Gazette, it becomes
of f ic ia l ly  docu-
mented.

I n d i v i d u a l s
have the option to
obta in  cop ies  o f
declarations pub-
lished under Sec-
tion 138 in the offi-
cial gazette by sub-
mitting an applica-
tion and completing
the necessary pay-
ment at the Elec-
t i on  Commiss ion
Secre ta r ia t  in
Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi  on
Tuesday citing the immense
potential and opportunities
for  investment,  said  Paki­
stan  desired  to  strengthen
cooperation with  friendly
countries in the fields of in­
vestment, culture and tour­
ism.

, in a meeting with the
honorary consul generals of
different countries  in
Peshawar, reiterated
Pakistan’s  resolve  to  en­
hance trade and investment
ties with the friendly coun­
tries.

He  urged  the  consul
generals to strengthen their
linkages  with  Pakistan’s
chambers of commerce and
industries.

The  consul  generals
who met  the president  in­
cluded  those  of  Tunisia,
Russia, Turkiye, Bulgaria,
Bosnia, Tajikistan,  Japan,
Chech Republic,  South
Korea and Brazil.

The  delegation ap­
prised the president of the
role of the honorary consul
generals for promoting in­
ternational ties and mutual
trade.

President Alvi  also
urged the consul generals to
play their role to attract in­
vestment to Pakistan.

In the meeting, he also
reiterated  Pakistan’s  con­
cerns on the prevailing situ­
ation in Gaza and stressed
the  need for  immediate
ceasefire.

ISLAMABAD (Online): A
two­member delegation led
by  Jo  Moir, Director  De­
velopment at British High
Commission Islamabad
called on Caretaker Minis­
ter  for Planning Develop­
ment & Special Initiatives,
Muhammad Sami Saeed on
Tuesday.

During  the  meeting,
two sides exchanged views
on the existing portfolio for
Pakistan and expressed
their resolve to further en­
hance  in  the  future.  The
Planning Minister appreci­
ated  the  support  of  BHC
for  its decades­long assis­
tance, which has been play­

ing a vital role in the socio­
economic  uplift  of  Paki­
stan.  He  also  appreciated
their  continued  support
and  commitment  for  the
ongoing  development
projects particularly in the
climate sector.

During  the  meeting,
the Planning Ministry high­
lighted a National Climate
Finance  Strategy  (NCFS)
which has been prepared to
identify  sectoral  priorities
and scaling climate finance.
Similarly, he also highlighted
the newly  –established
Sustainable Finance Bureau
(SFB) to revolutionize cli­
mate finance.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Interim Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
retired Justice Arshad
Hussain  called  on  Care­
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar­ul­Haq Kakar
here on Tuesday and dis­
cussed the upcoming gen­
eral election and adminis­
trat ive matters of the
province.

The  prime  minister
emphasized  the  constitu­
tional  role  of  the  interim

chief  minister  in  assisting
the Election  Commission
of Pakistan to hold polls in
a free and fair manner across
the province.

He felicitated the chief
minister on the assumption
of his office and expressed
best wishes for his assign­
ment.

The meeting also dis­
cussed  the  law and  order
situation  in  the  province
and  the  control  of  smug­
gling.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The  Commerce  Ministers
of Pakistan and Afghanistan
and  Deputy Prime  Minis­
ter of Uzbekistan on Tues­
day co­chaired the first tri­
lateral  meeting,  aimed  at
strengthening  economic
ties,  regional  cooperation
and connectivity.

The  meeting  focused
on boosting trade relations
among three nations, said a
press  statement  issued  by
the  Commerce  Ministry
adding,  discussions  cen­
tered around reducing trade
barriers,  simplifying  cus­
toms procedures, and pro­
moting  smoother  cross­
border trade.

The ministers ex­
plored  investment  pros­
pects  in  various  sectors
which would open up av­
enues  for  joint  ventures,
public­private partner­
ships, and increased foreign
direct investment.

Recognizing  the  im­
portance  of  regional  con­
nectivity,  they  discussed
ways to enhance transpor­

tation  networks  and  pro­
mote  infrastructure  devel­
opment  to  facilitate  the
movement of goods.

“The  trilateral  coop­
eration is expected to stimu­
late economic growth in all
three  countries.  By  lever­
aging  their  strengths  and
resources,  Pakistan, Af­
ghanistan, and Uzbekistan
can  tap  into  new  markets
and  expand  their  econo­
mies.” said Dr. Gohar Ejaz,
the  Pakistan  Commerce
Minister.

“By  promoting  eco­
nomic interdependence and
cooperation, we can build a
foundation for sustainable
development and prosper­
ity in the region,” he added.

Dr.  Gohar  Ejaz  said
that  the  trilateral  meeting
marks  an  important  step
towards  closer  economic
cooperation  and  sets  the
stage  for  increased  trade,
investment, and connectiv­
ity, benefiting all three coun­
tries and paving the way for
a prosperous and integrated
region.

LAHORE  (INP): Ameer
Jamaat­e­Islami (JI) Sirajul
Haq on Tuesday extended
an invitation to the politi­
cal  leadership  to  join  the
efforts aimed at safeguard­
ing  Gaza.  Addressing  a
mass gathering at Thoker
Niaz Baig, he emphasized
that  mere  statements  and
resolutions from the Mus­
lim world would not deter
Israeli  aggression  against
the Palestinian people.

Sirajul Haq said the JI
would continue support for
Gaza  and  hold  a  historic
Palestine solidarity rally in
Lahore on November 19.

He  expressed  disap­
pointment  with  the  OIC
Summit in Riyadh, assert­
ing that it fell short of meet­
ing the expectations of the
Ummah, particularly in the
face  of  the  extraordinary
challenges confronting the
people  of  Palestine.  He
contended  that  the  reluc­
tance of rulers to take vis­

ible action for Palestine was
rooted  in  their  apprehen­
sion of the United States.

Discussing the prevail­
ing political landscape, the JI
chief criticized the caretaker
government for unquestion­
ingly following  IMF direc­
tives, resulting in a significant
inflationary  burden on  the
impoverished.  He  high­
lighted the caretakers’ lack of
decision­making  authority
on policy matters, citing the
soaring prices of  essential
commodities  that  have
placed them beyond the fi­
nancial means of  the  com­
mon man. He underscored
the difficulty  faced by  the
masses in meeting the costs
of both their children’s edu­
cation and basic utilities si­
multaneously. Blaming the
governments for the
public’s  plight  and  eco­
nomic woes, Siraj called on
the people  to vote  for  the
honest and dedicated lead­
ership of Jamaat­e­Islami.

Bushra Bibi
filed bail

before arrest
plea in IHC

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
Bushra  Bibi wife of chair­
man  PTI  Imran  Khan  has
resorted to Islamabad High
Court (IHC) to avoid pos­
sible arrest  and filed pre­
arrest bail plea in the court.

Bushra Bibi  reached
IHC along  with PTI  legal
team. She got done biomet­
ric verification. Later Bushra
Bibi filed petition in the court
seeking details of  pending
cases against her besides sub­
mitting bail before arrest plea.
It  has been  told  that Addi­
tional Sessions Judge Tahir
Abbas Sipra of District and
Sessions Court  Islamabad
took up for hearing  the bail
plea  of  Imran  Khan  and
Bushra Bibi for hearing.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
lack of quorum on Tuesday
forced  Deputy  Chairman
Senate Mirza Mohammad
Afridi  to adjourn  the ses­
sion till Friday.

The  quorum  was
pointed out when senators
sought to speak on a reso­
lution passed by  the Sen­
ate of  Pakistan  regarding
military court trials.

The  Deputy  Chair­
man  ordered  the  bell  to
ring  for  five  minutes. A
count was conducted, but
the house was not  in or­
der, leading to the adjourn­
ment  of  the  session until
Friday.

Earlier, Pakistan Mus­
lim  League’s  Saadia
Abbassi  requested  the
withdrawal of a resolution

passed by the Senate, urg­
ing  the Supreme Court  to
reconsider  its decision on
military court trials.

During a point of or­
der,  she  termed  the
resolution’s  passage  as
against  the  spirit  of  the
constitution  and  democ­
racy. She asserted that  the
Supreme  Court’s  verdict
on military courts was  in
the  best  interest  of Paki­
stan.

The  senator  also
urged  the  caretaker  gov­
ernment to take steps to im­
prove law and order in the
Balochistan province.

She  called  for  ad­
dressing  the  repatriation
issue  of Afghan  nation­
als  through  diplomatic
channels.
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