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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a
meeting regarding progress of filling up of vacant seats for marginalized areas
in civil bureaucracy through special examinations as well as rotation policy.

ISLAMABAD: The Honorable Chief Justice of
Pakistan Justice Qazi Faez Isa administering the
oath of office to Honorable Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan, Acting Chief Justice of the High Court of
Sindh as Judge of the Supreme Court of Pakistan
at the Supreme Court.

KARACHI: Caretaker Sindh Chief Minister Justice (Rtd) Maqbool Baqar
presides over a meeting of the Forest & Wildlife Department at CM House.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari along with Zafar Abbas,
Secretary General JDC offering Dua after inau-
guration ceremony of Free Diagnostic Lab set up
by JDC Foundation Pakistan, in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Na-
tional Heritage and Culture, Jamal Shah along with
Palestinian Ambassador in Pakistan, Ahmed Jawad
Rabei inaugurate the opening ceremony of “An-
nual Ten-Day Folk Festival Lok Mela at Lok Virsa.

NAWABSHAH: Peoples Party (PPP) President,
Asif Ali Zardari exchanging views with Mumtaz
Ali Khan Chang, Former Member of the Provin-
cial Assembly of the Punjab during meeting held
at Zardari House in Nawabshah

Baqar directs wildlife dept to promote
eco-tourism, scientific & controlled
game management, trophy hunting

Book titled Pakistan-China
all-weather strategic partner launched

Bilawal optimist to win next election

Alliance with Tehreek-e-Insaf
has not been decided: Bilawal

Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan takes oath as

judge of SC

General elections’ decision
will be implement in the
country: Anwar-ul-Haq

Terrorist attack army
vehicles, 14 soldier
martyrdom: ISPR

Incarcerated
PTI chairman

allowed to talk
to sons on
WhatsApp

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
special court established
under the Official Secrets
Act on Friday allowed the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief to talk to his
sons on WhatsApp.

Special court judge
Abual Hasnaat Zulqarnain
heard PTI chairman’s plea
seeking permission to talk
to his sons. Advocate
Sheraz Ahmad Ranjha had
filed an application on be-
half of the former prime
minister.

Arshad Majeed
assumes office

as chairman NHA
ISLAMABAD (INP):
New chairman National
Highway Authority
(NHA), Arshad Majeed
Mohmand on Friday as-
sumed the charge of his of-
fice.

Members and officers
of NHA extended warm
welcome to their new chair-
man and hoped that his dis-
tinguished leadership will
steer the organization to-
wards a brighter future.

Chairman Arshad
Majeed Mohmand, visibly
moved by the heartfelt re-
ception, reciprocated with
gratitude, setting a promis-
ing tone for his tenure.

His appointment sig-
nifies a new chapter of
transformation and
progress for the NHA.

Zardari grieved
over loss of six

precious lives in
D.I Khan blast

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former president and co-
chairman of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Asif
Ali Zardari has expressed
deep grief and sorrow over
loss of precious lives and
injuries to over 20 people
in Dera Ismail Khan blast.

Condemning the inci-
dent, he offered condolence
to the victim families be-
sides praying from speedy
recovery of the injured.

Asif Zardari said that
elements involved in target-
ing innocent people should
not the spared and both
federal, provincial govern-
ment must ensure ending
the menacing of terroris.

“The terrorists are the
enemies of the country and
its people.

Over 162,479 illegal
Afghan immigrants left

Pakistan, says govt

Indonesian CG for further
bolstering bilateral
trade, investment

‘Heritage channel for regional
literature soon’, Lok Mela
key source for promoting

regional languages’: Minister

Three of
robbers gang

held, ammunition
recovered

KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan Rangers Sindh and
Police, in a joint intelligence-
based operation in the
Mehran Town area of the
megalopolis, arrested three
members of a robbers gang
allegedly involved in rob-
beries and recovered arms
and ammunition used in
the crimes. According to a
spokesman for Sindh
Rangers on Friday, the ar-
rested were identified as
Saddam, Karam, and Tahir.
They were involved in
more than 200 robberies in
different areas.

President strongly
condemns

bomb blast in
DI Khan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday strongly condemned
the bomb blast that took
place in Dera Ismail Khan
causing deaths and injuries.

The president ex-
pressed deep regret over the
loss of precious human
lives in the blast. He prayed
for the elevation of the ranks
of the martyrs in paradise
and speedy recovery for
the injured.

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (Retd.) Maqbool
Baqar has directed the
Wildlife Department to
protect the community
lands that are treasures of
wildlife and make conser-
vation arrangements with
the community for dry
zone game bird hunting ar-
eas, wetlands, areas of high-
water quality or scenic
value, areas that contain
soils generally not listed for
cultivation.

He said that the con-
servation arrangement
should be aimed at promot-
ing eco-tourism, scientific
and controlled game man-
agement including native
biodiversity; eco-tourism;
and trophy hunting.

This he said while pre-
siding over a meeting of
Forest & Wildlife here at
CM House. The meeting
was attended by Secretary
Forest & Wildlife Najam
Shah, Secretary Finance

Kazim Jatoi, Additional
Secretary Qazi Abdul
Jabbar, Adl Secretary Tech
Khalid Mahmood, Conser-
vator Wildlife Javed Maher
and other concerned offic-
ers.

The CM was told that
every year CITES Manage-
ment Authority, the Min-
istry of Climate Change,
Federal government allocate
trophy hunting quotas for
the Community Based
Trophy Hunting Program
in respective Provinces.
The quota for trophy hunt-
ing season 2023-24 was
approved in the meeting of
the CITES Management
Authority of Pakistan held
in July 2023.

The minimum re-
served price has also been
rescheduled, accordingly,
exportable Urial and Sindh
Ibex are to be sold to for-
eigners at $ 20, 000, and
Sindh Ibex at $6000 respec-
tively, whereas five tro-
phies of Ibex for Pakistani

Hunters at Rs 400,000/-.
The CM was told that

the data revealed that there
were 66 male Ibex out of
1838 with exploitable horn
sizes of 35 inches and above
and 49 Urial out of 1104
with exploitable horn size
of 22 inches and above
available for trophy hunt-
ing.

To a question the CM
was told that in trophy
hunting animals sought as
trophies have large weap-
ons such as horns, antlers,
or tusks.  Consequently,
trophies so counted were
invariably old-age males,
and the animals most fre-
quently considered as tro-
phy species were the un-
gulates.

Trophy hunting is rec-
ognized as a management
tool wherein an annual sur-
vey of target species is car-
ried out and mature and old
age males are counted leav-
ing the majority for the
natural food chain.

KARACHI (Online):
Chairman of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has
said that the decision of al-
liance with Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
not been taken.

All political parties,
including PTI, should join
the democratic charter.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardai
said that you all have a
blessed election month, the
election will be held on Feb-
ruary 8, and the PPP will
form the government.

It would have been
better if the Supreme Court
(SC) did not have to inter-
vene for the election, the
People’s Party did not get
a level playing field in any
election, so they do not

have hope.
He expressed these

views while talking to jour-
nalists in Karachi. In re-
sponse to a question asked
about the eviction of immi-
grants, he said that no po-
litical party can support
any illegal activity.

Bilawal Bhutto said
that we are currently see-
ing the genocide of Pales-
tinians on social media, the
rulers of the world are si-
lent but the people are not.

According to spokes-
person Bilawal House,
Bilawal Bhutto also visited
the residence of former
President People’s Party
Central District Sohail
Ansari. Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari also issued a con-
dolence message for the late

Sohail Ansari’s widow
Nasira Sohail and said that
the late Sohail Ansari en-
dured the hardships of the
dictators era.

He said that Sohail
Ansari held the flag of
Bhuttoism till his last breath,
his struggle is exemplary for
the PPP workers, his sacri-
fices for the supremacy of
democracy and constitution
will not be forgotten. PP
Chairman also visited vari-
ous institutions run under
JDC. On this occasion, he
said that during the corona
virus, Zafar Abbas worked
well with us, people were
provided facilities during the
economic crisis, if the gov-
ernment works together with
welfare institutions, it will be
more beneficial.

KARACHI (APP): A book
titled “Pakistan-China All-
Weather Strategic Partner”
was launched in Karachi on
Friday. The chief guest of
the ceremony was Sindh
Governor Mohammed

Kamran Khan Tessori, and
the consul general of China
to Karachi, Yang Yundong,
was also present.

The author of the
book, Dr. Rashid Jamal,
said that the book is a com-
prehensive study of the re-

lationship between Paki-
stan and China, covering the
historical, political, eco-
nomic, and strategic dimen-
sions of the partnership.

In his address at the
ceremony,  Governor

Tessori said that China is
a time-tested friend of Pa-
kistan and has always
supported the country.
He said that Pakistan has
benefited immensely from
China’s support, and that
the two countries are

working together on a
number of important
projects, including the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Tessori also said that
Pakistan is facing a num-

ber of challenges at
present, but that the na-
tion must remain united in
order to overcome them.
He added that Pakistan
must learn from China’s
success and strive to build
a strong economy.

KARACHI (APP): The
Consul General of Indone-
sia Dr. June Kuncoro
Hadiningrat stressing on
further bolstering trade and
investment cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Indo-
nesia on Friday said that
both the brotherly countries
with their diverse cultures
and huge population were
altogether a big market with
lots of opportunities.

The Indonesian CG
while exchanging views at a
meeting during his visit to
the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), pointed out that
Pak-Indonesia bilateral

trade was far less then its
true potential and for en-
hancing the trade volume
both the countries have to
deeply understand the pat-
terns and structure of chal-
lenges hindering the bilat-
eral trade, said a statement
issued here.

He said that Indone-
sian government was al-
ways keen to support
business people and the
Indonesian Consulate and
its Embassy in Islamabad
remain extensively en-
gaged in identifying op-
portunities and fully fa-
cilitating businessmen of
both countries.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Two vehicles of security
forces moving from Pasni
to Ormara in Gwadar Dis-
trict, were ambushed by
the terrorists. 14 x sol-
diers embraced shahadat
in the unfortunate inci-
dent.

Sanitization opera-
tion is being carried out

in the area and perpetra-
tors of this heinous act
will be hunted down &
brought to justice.

Security forces of Pa-
kistan are determined to
eliminate the menace of
terrorism from the coun-
try and such sacrifices of
our brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Minister
for National Heritage and
Culture Jamal Shah Friday
disclosed to launch of a
dedicated heritage channel
to promote the regional lit-
erature of Pakistan soon
which will create awareness
among the young genera-
tion about their regional
languages and rich lingual
identities.

biggest folk festival, “Lok
Mela 2023,”  will serve as a
cultural treat for the people,
featuring a variety of activi-
ties including provincial
pavilions, shopping and
food stalls, and musical pro-
grams.

He said that is a key
source for promoting re-
gional languages and pre-
serving arts, crafts, culture,
folk music and traditional

skills of the country.
He said that this

unique event has become a
symbol of the federation’s
recognition and patronage
of our rich cultural diver-
sity and the active partici-
pation of the people. He
further said that traditional
Mela is a part of govern-
ment priorities as it aims
to encourage initiatives re-
lated to public welfare,
promotion, and develop-
ment of Pakistan’s culture,
and to provide meaning-
ful and wholesome enter-
tainment opportunities to
the citizens.

Talking to PTV news
channel, he said that Heritage
channel will showcase and
celebrate the Pakistan’s rich
culture in a way that reflects
the views of the Pakistani
people and the heritage, civi-
lization and cultural history
of the country. We aim to
engage the general public in a
modern and lively manner
through content that reflects
the views of the Pakistani
people and the heritage, civi-
lization and cultural history
of their country, he added.

Replying to a question
about the folk mela started
in Islamabad, he said the

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar has
said that he will implement
the court decision regarding
the holding of general elec-
tions in the country.

All political parties
will get a level playing field
in the elections: PM

He said that the con-
sultation was definitely
done, but the date of the
elections was given by the
Election Commission.

Illegal immigrant Af-
ghans can return to their
homeland and get a visa,
said care taker prime min-
ister.

Talking to private TV,
the caretaker prime minis-
ter said that no party has
been stopped from holding
rallies, they have to stay
within the law.

To a question, he said
illegal immigrants, Afghans

can return to their homeland
and bring visas.

The goal of deporting
illegal residents is to regu-
late them. The government
will not take over the busi-
ness of a foreigner. The re-
turn of immigrants who to-
day are bragging will be
praised tomorrow.

Caretaker Prime Min-
ister said that it is a wrong
impression that people’s
cases of May 9 incidents
ended after holding a press
conference. There are many
people who are suffering
cases despite condemna-
tion. There is a big differ-
ence between detention for
investigation and enforced
disappearance.

He said you cannot
say that security agencies
cannot interrogate. Do not
call those who are picked
up for investigation as miss-
ing persons.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Justice Irfan
Saadat Khan, Act-
ing Chief Justice
of the Sindh High
Court on Friday
took oath as
judge of the Su-
preme Court of
Pakistan.

Chief Justice of Paki-
stan, Justice Qazi
Faiz Isa adminis-
tered oath of the
office to Justice
Irfan Saadat
Khan during a
simple and digni-
fied ceremony
held at Supreme
Court.

Attorney General for
Pakistan, repre-
sentatives of the

Federal Judicial
Academy, Law
and Justice Com-
mission of Paki-
stan, Pakistan
Bar Council, Su-
preme Court Bar
Association along
with Senior Advo-
cates, Advocates,
Advocates on
Record and offic-
ers and staff of
the Supreme
Court of Pakistan
attended the cer-
emony.

Registrar Supreme
Court of Pakistan,
Ms. Jazeela
Aslam conducted
the proceedings of
oath taking cer-
emony.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Over 162,479 Afghan na-
tionals illegally staying in
Pakistan, have returned to
home so far, said the data
released by the caretaker
government on Friday.

On October 3, an apex
committee of the National
Action Plan (NAP) meet-
ing chaired by Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar gave all foreign
nationals living illegally in
the country until October
31 to leave voluntarily or
face deportation.

After the expiry of
the deadline, the caretaker
government has swung into
action against illegal immi-
grants. According to details,
repatriation of the illegal
Afghans through the
Chaman and Torkham bor-
ders is underway. On No-
vember 2, 19,344 Afghans

returned to Kabul.
The FC and the Af-

ghan government have
agreed to keep the Torkham
border till 11 at night to
ensure the smooth repatria-
tion of the illegal immi-
grants. Separately, the Af-
ghan Charge d’ Affairs called
on Caretaker Interior Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti.

Afghan diplomat
Sardar Ahmad Shakeeb dis-
cussed issues related to the
repatriation of Afghan na-
tionals from Pakistan to
Afghanistan and other mat-
ters of mutual interest.

The interior minister
said that the immigrants il-
legally staying in Pakistan
returning to their countries.
“We have issued instruc-
tions for respectable treat-
ment with the people re-
turning back to home,”
Bugti said.
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Commerce News

Finally, a date
A meeting held between the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan and President Arif Alvi has
yielded a specific date for the next general elec-
tions: Feb 8, 2024. Earlier in the day, the ECP
had informed the court that it had scheduled
the date for Feb 11, but was told to consult the
president.

The agreement has come as a relief to those
who believed that polls would not be held any-
time soon. No doubt, it is very welcome news,
even if it means that the ECP will once again be
breaking its word as the date represents a slight
delay from the ‘end of January’ timeline, which
the electoral body gave in late September and
affirmed last week.

It also represents a 95-day violation of the
deadline to hold elections according to the
Constitution. The court, while hearing the mat-
ter, had rubbished the assertion of the law min-
istry and ECP that the president had no author-
ity to give election dates.

It seems this matter has now attained final-
ity. While dictating the court’s order, Chief Jus-
tice Qazi Faez Isa said that whatever date is
decided by the ECP and the president will have
to be implemented. “The final date for polls will
be announced from the Supreme Court,” he said.

This should be the cue for the ECP and
all political parties to begin election prepara-
tions in earnest. The former has three months
to ensure a ‘free, fair, impartial and inclusive
election’.

It seems like a tall order, given the prevail-
ing political climate and parties’ repeated com-
plaints about being denied a level playing field.
The political parties, too, need to regroup, vet
their candidates, organise campaigns and start
mobilising voters for the big day. Because so
little has been done in preparation for the exer-
cise up till now, they have a long and bumpy
road ahead of them. The Supreme Court has
given them a head start, and they should take
advantage of it.

Now that the fog has lifted, the ECP will be
under constant scrutiny. It wilfully violated the
Constitution on multiple occasions this year,
justifying each violation with the excuse that it
was necessary in order to hold elections that
could pass a high standard of fairness.

If, after all these violations, the participat-
ing parties are still denied an equal opportu-
nity to present their case to the public, then all
of it will have been for nothing. It must, at the
very least, demonstrate that it was acting in
good faith.

There is also talk about giving the delay in
elections legal cover under Article 254. How-
ever, this should not mean that those who con-
spired to violate the Constitution are let off
without penalty. The consequences must be
severe and exemplary for all involved.

Growing millions Sectarian harmony

Zubeida Mustafa

One of the major factors
contributing to the envi-
ronment crisis in Pakistan
is the unbridled popula-
tion growth rate. Environ-
mentalists generally focus
more on issues such as cli-
mate change and global
warming caused by car-
bon emissions, which are
the result of
industrialisation, defores-
tation and water misman-
agement. It must, however,
be noted that rapid popu-
lation increase is at the
root of all these evils.
Moreover, it also has a
negative impact on human
development, both indi-
vidually and collectively.

More shocking than
the country’s astounding
fertility rate is the
government’s indiffer-
ence vis-à-vis the demo-
graphic problem. We are
way behind many devel-
oping states that have a
phenomenal record in
curbing their population
growth rate. We are the
fifth most populous state
in the world today. I be-
lieve this is the major
cause of our underdevel-
opment as it is not pos-
sible to meet the basic
needs of the whopping
numbers who constitute
Pakistan today, plus the
six million or so who join
their ranks every year.

The census in 2023
recorded our population
at 241m, an increase of
33m in just six years since
the previous head count
of 2017. The growth rate
was 2.55 per cent. Unless
drastic measures are
taken the numbers will
grow. As Thomas
Malthus has reminded us
again and again, popula-
tion grows geometrically
while food production in-
creases arithmetically. If
this pattern continues for

too long then famine, con-
flict and epidemics inter-
vene to restore the bal-
ance.

To give one an idea
of how this is reflected in
the people’s lives take a
look at this data. Today,
the Total Fertility Rate
(the average number of
children that married
women of reproductive
age have) stands at 3.6. It
should be 1.9 if we want
our population size to be
stationary. The contra-
ceptive prevalence rate is
34pc, which includes the
10pc who claim to use con-
ventional methods that
are not reliable. Worse still
is the high unmet need of
17pc, denoting couples
who do not want to have
more children but do not
have access to contracep-
tives. The government
has failed in all respects
due to a lack of political
will, corruption and inepti-
tude. Also at work is the
planners’ inability to un-
derstand the relationship
between family planning
and the empowerment of
women. The fact is that
underpinning our popula-
tion programme is the low
status of women in Paki-
stan. That creates pres-
sure on mothers of girls
to continue bearing chil-
dren until two sons are
born. Sons are regarded as
status symbol for a fam-
ily.

Interestingly, some
NGO members in the fam-
ily planning sector tell me
that the latest trend
among women who have
had some education and
are working is to opt for
a small family, even if it
means forgoing sons.
The problem is that even
these women generally
have no control over de-
cision-making in their
homes and are as pow-
erless in the latter as
they are in society.
Hence their wish with re-
gard to family size does
not prevail. It seems so
unfair that women have
to submit to their
menfolk’s diktat even
though the burden of
pregnancy and child-
rearing falls on the

mother.
Yet our population

planners are blind to this
new trend. Small wonder
the focus is heavily on
women who are at the re-
ceiving end of all coun-
selling on the use of con-
traceptives and the im-
portance of planned
families. Why are men
not mobilised and made
aware of how our rapidly
growing population is
creating problems for
them as well as for the
country?

There is growing
evidence that mindsets
can be changed by talk-
ing to people and giving
them the space to talk
about their views regard-
ing their problems and
how they can be re-
solved. This dialogue is
important if solutions to
people’s problems are to
be found and awareness
created. True, these are
issues of a very personal
nature but they have a
direct bearing on
people’s lives.

Hence the need of
the hour is to make the
subject of family plan-
ning a priority and part
of  the nat ional  dis-
course. Its implications
must be discussed
freely in all private and
public forums. The fo-
cus should be on the
6m babies born each
year. They have basic
rights which neither
the state nor the par-
ents can fu lf i l .  That
makes their lives brut-
ish. The newborns add
to the backlog of pov-
erty, illiteracy and dis-
ease,  and also make
development an impos-
sible task. Ironically,
this is happening in a
country that is already
child-unfr iendly and
where children are mal-
treated and abused.

Were the caretaker
government to launch a
national discourse on
the population issue on
various public platforms
and get population de-
partments to pull up their
socks, a useful begin-
ning could be made.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Jan-e-Alam Khaki

Gilgit-Baltistan was re-
cently in the news be-
cause of a sectarian stand-
off. Luckily, the ulema in GB
agreed to put their sectar-
ian differences aside and
help the regional govern-
ment maintain law and or-
der. The move reflected the
wisdom of the religious
leaders of two communi-
ties, who in the spirit of
true Muslim brotherhood,
decided to resolve mutual
differences through dia-
logue and discussion.

But putting aside sec-
tarian strife means that it
has only been suppressed
temporarily. How can com-
munities in GB (and maybe
elsewhere) resolve thorny
faith-related issues on a
long-term basis?

As an editorial in
this paper rightly points
out: “Communal differ-
ences may only be a trig-
ger for the protests, as
there are several under-
lying factors in GB fuel-
ling disaffection in the
region.” Among these
underlying factors is the
sociocultural landscape.

GB comprises several
breathtaking valleys. The
region may appear like a
monolith, but in fact, it is
not one. Its population
comprises various, dis-
tinct cultures in terms of
language, outlook and
faith traditions. Its religious
landscape comprises four
major Muslim communities
— Sunnis, Shias, Ismailis
and Noor Bukhshis, often
found in clearly defined
areas. However, many vil-
lages and towns host
mixed populations. There
are many intercommunal
marriages, but the atmo-
sphere is generally very
peaceful. For example, in
my village in Hunza, there
were a few members of the
Sunni community and

around a dozen Shia fami-
lies some decades ago, but
incidents of violence were
unheard of.

They were well inte-
grated in the same village
as was the case in other
villages of GB. Issues
would randomly crop up
in the relatively urban city
of Gilgit where many com-
munities live and earn, vy-
ing for a few jobs. The area
is now a hotbed of politi-
cal activity often influ-
enced by the political ori-
entations of southern Pa-
kistan. This external factor
often makes GB, meta-
phorically speaking, a
‘seismically active’ zone.
The rise and fall of rival
political parties have a di-
rect bearing on GB politics.

Added to this factor
is the contentious issue of
GB’s political position.
Afzal Shigri, who belongs
to the area, rightly calls it
“a constitutional black
hole”, which is neither fully
integrated with, nor fully
independent of, Pakistan,
but often referred to as a
‘disputed area’, leading to
a confused political status.
It has no representation in
the federal constitutional
bodies, such as the Na-
tional Assembly or Senate,
or access to Supreme
Court, due largely to dis-
puted relations. For as
long as the area was
undereducated, there was
little turmoil. But gradually
political consciousness
rose and as of now, there
are more educated and en-
lightened youth. As
they become intellectu-
ally astute, they also ac-
quire political sensitiv-
ity and are, therefore, in
ever-louder voices, de-
manding a constitu-
tional status for GB.

Sectarian differ-
ences also erupt on the
pretext of some pro-
vocative issue or the
other, or because of ad-
verse statements from
popular religious lead-
ers, and can add to ex-
isting tensions. Histori-
cally, differences over
the interpretations of
faith have existed for a
long time. Though in
many regions these dif-

ferences have sub-
sided, and there is some
semblance of commu-
nal harmony, conten-
tions still exist. How-
ever, people have learnt
to manage their dis-
agreements to l ive
peacefully.

Together, these
matters exacerbate sec-
tarian strains in some
places, and have even
made religion an ultra-
sensitive subject
though it does not af-
fect any community’s
interests directly as
state policies are based
on non-sectarian strat-
egies. Religion, which
should, first and fore-
most, try and achieve
the objective of bring-
ing humanity together,
has now become for
many, including in GB,
a factor in discord.

In my opinion, the
first step towards peace
would be for the ulema
of all schools of
thought to refrain from
stirring up emotions
with rhetorical and hy-
perbolic speeches that
can lead to ill feelings
for each other.  We
should resist the temp-
tation to scratch old
wounds,  which can
kindle new conflicts.
The good news is that
many seasoned ulema
are nowtaking a more
positive approach to-
wards other communi-
ties, and hopefully, this
trend will persist into
the future.

GB, in sum, is on
the highway of devel-
opment — this is a
strong motivation for
higher education,
women empowerment,
greater upward mobility
of its educated class,
the cost-effective use
of agricultural prod-
ucts. So, staying on this
path of development is
in the best interest of all
communities.  There-
fore,  communities
should be proud of
helping,  rather than,
hurting each other in
the 21st century’s glo-
bal village.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad Hasan Fawad chairing a meeting
with FA on FWBL.

PTCL accords grand
reception to newly elected

office bearers of CBA

SBP, AMF ink MoU to facilitate
cross-border remittances

Independent Report
KARACHI: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
and the Arab Monetary
Fund (AMF) on Friday
inked a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
facilitate cross-border
remittances between the
Arab region and Pakistan
through formal channels.

The MoU was signed
by Director General
Chairman of the Board of
AMF Dr Abdulrahman
Bin Abdullah Al Hamidy
and SBP Governor Jameel
Ahmad in a ceremony
hosted by the Arab
Monetary Fund in Abu
Dhabi, an SBP press

release here said.
The AMF and the

SBP, under the MoU,
would establish a
framework of cooperation
between Buna, the cross-
border payment system
operated by the AMF
owned Arab Regional
Payments Clearing and
Settlement Organization
(ARPCSO) and Pakistan’s
Instant Payment System
Raast.

“The initiative will
benefit individuals as well
as businesses not only
through instant, safe and
cost-effective cross border
payments, but also by
strengthening economic,

financial, and investment
ties between the Arab
countries and Pakistan,”
the press release said.

Dr. Abdulrahman
Hamidy, commenting on
the MoU, said that the
strategic collaboration
with Raast underscored
Buna’s commitment to
continue connecting
different regions together
and reinforcing economic,
financial, and investment
ties between the Arab
region and its main global
partners.“This resonates
with the shared vision of
innovating cross-border
payment solutions to offer
safe and efficient cross-

border instant payments
access for individuals and
corporates”, he added.

Vowing to increase
cross-border remittances
by reducing costs and
processing times Dr
Hamidy said that the
initiative confirmed the
global character of Buna
which adhered to the
highest compliance
standards to connect the
Arab region with its main
global partners in line with
the vision of its founders.

The SBP governor,
speaking at the occasion,
termed the MoU a
significant strategic
achievement.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
largest telecommunications
and ICT services provider,
PTCL held a grand
reception in honor of the
office bearers of PTCL
Workers Ittehad
Federation, the Collective
Bargaining Agent (CBA),
who recently won it
through a nationwide
referendum. The ceremony

was graced by the presence
of the guest of honor, Syed
Sagheer Bukhari, Senior
Programme Officer at the
International Labour
Organization (ILO),
Country Office Pakistan,
along with senior PTCL
officials and newly elected
office bearers and labor
leaders from across the
country.

The recent
referendum is a
continuation of PTCL’s

democratic tradition of
protecting employee rights,
and integrating their voices
in crucial policy-making to
ensure their well-being. At
the ceremony, PTCL
management warmly
welcomed the newly
elected CBA, who
expressed their happiness
and hoped for the
continuation of
cooperation between the

union and PTCL for their
shared growth and
prosperity.

Senior Programme
Officer, International
Labour Organization (ILO),
Country Office Pakistan,
Syed Sagheer Bukhari cited
ILO conventions on
workers’ rights and quoted
examples of how unions and
administrations worldwide
ensure mutual growth and
prosperity through
effective cooperation.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary of the Board of Investment at the Prime Minister’s
Office, Muhammad Sohail Rajput, engaged in a productive meeting with the
esteemed delegation led by Chief Representative, Yasumitsu Kinoshita from
the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).

MoNFSR says:
Enough wheat stole of
6.9mmt in country for

local consumption
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ministry of National Food
Security and Research has
said that that there was
enough wheat stock of
6.934 million metric tons
in the country to tackle
local dietary needs, besides
keeping the strategic
stocks as well as
maintaining supply and
demand smooth in local
markets to provide the
commodity at reasonable

prices. In a statement
issued on Friday, the
MoNFSR said, “Out of the
total stocks, Punjab’s
wheat reserves comprised
over 4.021 million tons,
Sindh has 0.817 million
tons, whereas Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has 0.227
million tons of grains that
were enough to meet local
consumption of flour and
other byproducts during
the season.”

BOI Secretary hails
JICA’s role for Pakistan
economic development

NDRMF, OGDCL
sign MoU

ISLAMABAD (APP):
To promote social ly
responsible and
environmentally friendly
practices in the field of oil
and gas exploration and
production in line with
the sustainable
development goals, the
National Disaster Risk
Management Fund Oil &
Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL) agreed to work
on joint  projects.An
MoU signing ceremony in
this regard here, in which
Bilal  Anwer CEO
NDRMF and Ahmed
Hayat Lak Managing
Director/CEO of OGDCL
signed the

agreement.Under this
partnership,  NDRMF
intends to establish its
linkages with OGDCL for
larger cooperation and
linkages for research and
capacity development
act ivi t ies for social ly
responsible and
environmentally friendly
adaptations in the field.

Collaborating for
knowledge exchange and
capacity building in the
areas of climate change, and
disaster risk reduction,
through the holding of
seminars, workshops and
events on areas of mutual
interest will play a vital
role in achieving the
objectives.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary of the Board of
Investment, Muhammad
Sohail Rajput on Friday
appreciated the Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) for its
cooperation in different
sectors for economic
development of Pakistan.

He was talking to the
Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) delegation, led by
Chief Representative,
Yasumitsu Kinoshita
which called on him, said a

press release issued here.
The BOI secretary

said that JICA’s mission
was to play a pivotal role
in bolstering Pakistan’s
economic infrastructure,
enhancing the investment
landscape, and fostering
regional connectivity for a
brighter future.

The meeting marks
the beginning of a
promising journey to
fortify partnership and
explore new avenues of
collaboration between BOI
and JICA.

Rupee sheds
89 paisa

against Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on Friday
witnessed 89-paisa
depreciation against US
Dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at
Rs284.31 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs283.42. However,
according to the Forex
Association of Pakistan
(FAP), the buying and selling
rates of the Dollar in the open
market stood at Rs282.35
and Rs285.1 respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs1.65 to close
at Rs302.08 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 300.43,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

PSX gains
466 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) gained 466 .28
points, a positive change
of 0.89 per  cent  on
Friday,  clos ing a t
53,123.04 points against
52,656.76 po ints the
previous day.

A to ta l  o f
509 ,113,372 shares
valuing Rs.15.586 billion
were traded during the
day as  compared  to
475 ,085,837 shares
valuing Rs. 14.578 billion
the previous day.

HESCO
recovers 151
million rupees

in recent actions
HYDERABAD (APP):
Hyderabad Electr ic
Supply Company
(HESCO) recovered more
than 151 million rupees
during the ongoing
operat ion against
defaulters and electricity
thieves in the region, on
02 November,  out  of
which 150.1 mil l ion
rupees were collected
from defaulters and more
than one million rupees
were received as
fines.According to the
HESCO spokesperson, in
recent actions, the power
supply was disconnected
from four transformers.
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ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner to Pakistan Jane Marriott ad-
dressing during inaugural ceremony of 9th Islamabad Literature Festival at
Fatima Jinnah (F-9) Park in Federal Capital.

Putin says some Western
weapons for Ukraine are ending

up in the Taliban’s hands
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said on
Friday that some Western
weapons supplied to
Ukraine were finding their
way to the Middle East
through the illegal arms
market and being sold to the
Taliban.

“Now they say:
weapons are getting into the
Middle East from Ukraine.
Well of course they are be-
cause they are being sold,”
Putin said. “And they are
being sold to the Taliban and
from there they go onto
wherever.”

Since Russia sent
troops into Ukraine on Feb.
24 last year, Western pow-
ers have sent Ukraine tens
of billions of dollars worth
of weapons in an attempt
to defeat Russian troops.

Ukraine says it keeps

Bahrain halts trade ties with
Israel; envoys return

“The Council of Rep-
resentatives affirms that the
Israeli ambassador in the
kingdom of Bahrain has left
Bahrain and the kingdom of
Bahrain has decided on the
return of the Bahrain am-
bassador to Israel,” the par-
liament said in a statement
“The cessation of economic
relations was also decided,”
it said, without making
clear who had made the de-
cision.

Abdulnabi Salman,
parliament’s first deputy
speaker, confirmed the de-
cision, saying the “ongoing
conflict in Gaza cannot tol-
erate silence”.

Israel’s foreign minis-
try said in a statement: “We
would like to clarify that no
notification or decision has

tight control over any
weapons supplied to it, but
some Western security of-
ficials have raised concerns
and the United States has
asked Ukraine to do more
to tackle the broader issue
of corruption.

In June 2022, the head
of Interpol, Jürgen Stock,
warned that some of the
advanced weapons sent to
Ukraine would end up in
the hands of organised
crime groups.

A report about the
Ukraine war and the illegal
arms trade by the Global
Initiative Against
Transnational Organized
Crime said in March that
there was “currently no
substantial outflow of
weapons from the Ukrai-
nian conflict zone.

“However, every pre-
cedent suggests that, espe-

been received from the gov-
ernment of Bahrain and the
government of Israel to re-
turn the countries’ ambas-
sadors. Relations between
Israel and Bahrain are
stable.” The parliament’s
statement was not carried
by the kingdom’s state tele-
vision or its official news
agency.

Any suspension of
diplomatic and economic
ties, if confirmed, would
mark a significant setback
for Israel.

Bahrain, which is
home to the US Navy’s
Fifth Fleet, is a signatory
of the Abraham Accords, a
series of normalisation
agreements between Israel
and several Arab nations
signed in 2020.

Fire at drug rehabilitation
centre in Iran kills at

least 32: report

Five killed as
floods hit Italy’s
Tuscany region

Monitoring Desk
FLORENCE: Five people
have been killed after rivers
overflowed following torren-
tial rain in the central Italian
region of Tuscany, local au-
thorities said on Friday, as
Storm Ciaran continued to
lash western Europe.

There had been fears
that the River Arno could
burst its banks in the his-
toric city of Florence but
Tuscan Governor
Eugenio Giani said the
high water point  had
passed around 10:20 a.m.
(0920 GMT) without
major incident.

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: At least 27
people died in a massive fire
that broke out at a drug re-
habilitation centre in north-
ern Iran early on Friday, the
judiciary said.

“Twenty-seven have
died and 12 others were
taken to hospital after a
fire erupted at a drug re-
habili tat ion centre in
Langarud”, a city in Gilan
province north of Tehran,
said the judiciary’s Mizan
Online news website,
quoting provincial chief

justice Esmail Sadeghi.
The cause of the fire

was not immediately clear
but Sadeghi said an inves-
tigation “was under way,”
according to Mizan,
which said the centre could
accommodate up to 40
people.

Local ISNA news
agency shared footage of the
fire which lit up the night
sky and sent huge plumes
of smoke into the air.

Other images showed
the heavily damaged site
after the fire was contained.

Monitoring Desk
MANAMA: Bahrain’s
parliament said on Thurs-
day that the Gulf state’s
ambassador to Israel had
returned home and eco-
nomic ties had been sus-
pended in protest over the
Israeli aggression in Gaza.

However, the govern-
ment did not confirm the
moves, and Israel said it had
received no word of any
such actions, saying its re-
lations with Bahrain were
“stable”.

In its statement, the
parliament — a consultative
body with no powers in the
area of foreign policy —
said the moves “confirmed
Bahrain’s historic position
in support of the Palestin-
ian cause”.

cially if the threat is not
addressed proactively and
imaginatively, when the
current war ends, Ukraine’s
battlefields could and will
become the new arsenal of
anarchy, arming everyone
from insurgents in Africa to
gangsters in the streets of
Europe,” the report said.

The eight biggest
Western donors to Ukraine
led by the United States
have made military commit-
ments to Ukraine totalling
at least 84 billion euros ($90
billion), according to the
Kiel Institute for the World
Economy, which tracks do-
nors. U.S. military support
includes 160 155mm how-
itzers, 109 Bradley fighting
vehicles, more than 111
million rounds of small
arms ammunition and 38
high mobility artillery
rocket systems.

Members of Tunisia’s parliament hold the Palestinian flag as they observe a
minute of silence for civilian deaths in the Gaza Strip.

A man carries away an injured girl following
an Israeli strike on the Bureij refugee camp, in
Gaza Strip.

Islamophobia won’t be
allowed to take root,

says US President

Japan, Philippines
agree to hold talks on
reciprocal troops pact

Monitoring Desk
MANILA: The leaders of
Japan and the Philippines
on Friday agreed to start ne-
gotiations on a reciprocal
troop access deal, strength-
ening military cooperation
amid rising maritime ten-
sions in the region and an
increasingly assertive China.

Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Fumio Kishida said he
and President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr had agreed to
work together closely with
the United States, and, in a
veiled reference to China,
shared concern about “unac-

ceptable” attempts to “uni-
laterally change the status
quo by force” in the East and
South China Seas. “A further
decision was made to start
negotiations on a reciprocal
access agreement and we
agreed to further strengthen
trilateral cooperation,”
Kishida, who was on an of-
ficial visit to the Philippines,
told a joint press conference.
Both the Philippines and Ja-
pan, two of the United States’
closest Asian allies, have
taken a strong line against
what they see as aggressive
behaviour by Chinese.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: US
President Joe Biden said on
Thursday that his adminis-
tration wouldn’t watch si-
lently as Muslims in
America are targeted by
hate-mongers.

The White House an-
nounced on Wednesday the
administration will de-
velop a strategy to counter
Islamophobia in the United
States. “We can’t stand by
while hate against Mus-
lims, and those wrongfully
perceived to be Muslim,
including Arabs and Sikhs,
is given oxygen,” President
Biden said in his statement.

“Silence is complicity.
We won’t be silent,” he said,
adding that’s why his admin-
istration was developing a
national strategy to counter

Islamophobia and related
forms of hate. Vice President
Kamala Harris said taking on
hate was a national priority
and that’s why “we are de-
veloping a strategy to com-
bat Islamophobia”. “This
action is the latest step for-
ward in our work to combat
a surge of hate in America,”
she said.

The strategy is a joint
effort led by the Domestic
Policy Council and the
White House National Se-
curity Council. It aims to
create a comprehensive and
detailed plan to protect
Muslims and those per-
ceived to be Muslim “be-
cause of their race, national
origin, ancestry, or any other
reason, from discrimina-
tion, hate, bigotry, and vio-
lence.”

Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida signs the
guestbook beside Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos at Malacanang Palace in Manila, Philippines.

Hezbollah leader says
Hamas Oct 7 assault

was ‘100pc Palestinian’
Monitoring Desk

BEIRUT: Celebratory gun-
shots rang out over Beirut as
thousands packed into a
square in the Lebanese
capital’s southern suburbs
on Friday to watch a tele-
vised speech by Hassan
Nasrallah, the leader of the
Lebanese Hezbollah group.
It was Nasrallah’s first pub-
lic remarks since the begin-
ning of the Israel-Hamas war,
sparked by the Palestinian
militants deadly Oct 7 incur-
sion into southern Israel.

The speech came a day
after the most significant
escalation in clashes be-
tween Hezbollah and Israeli
forces on the border since
the war started and on the
same day as a visit to Israel
by the top US diplomat. US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken met with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to urge protec-
tions for civilians in the
fighting with Hamas, as Is-
raeli troops tightened their
encirclement of Gaza City.

Six die as
storm lashes
Europe with
furious winds

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: Storm Ciaran
smashed into western Eu-
rope on Thursday, killing six
people and forcing schools,
airports and train services to
shut down. A truck driver
was killed when a tree fell
on him in France while a sec-
ond death was reported in
Le Havre, according to au-
thorities. Falling trees also
caused the death of a woman
in the Spanish capital Madrid
and another in the south of
the Nether-lands, local emer-
gency services and police said.

Two people died in the
Belgian town of Ghent — a
five-year-old and a 64-year-
old German woman visiting
the country — the
prosecutor’s office said.
Both deaths were caused by
falling branches. In France,
1.2 million households were
left without electricity. Au-
thorities in Finistere, Brit-
tany, urged people to stay
at home and avoid winds
which were hitting 207 kph
(129 mph), leading to re-
ports of 20-metre (66-foot)
waves off the coast.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor, Haji Ghulam addressing inaugural ceremony of a road inside Johns Cathedral
church at Peshawar cantonment.

KARACHI: SSP Irfan Bahadur presents flowers
bookie to younger Afghan Girl after transported
by police in a bus to shift them in a deportation
center in Provincial Capital.

Naqvi expresses concern over
massive increase of burning
crops stubble in Indian Punjab

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has
expressed his deep concern
over up to 740 percent
increase over burning of
crops stubble in the Indian
Punjab.

In a statement on
Friday, he said that
according to an authentic
report of American
institution NASA, an
alarming increase has
occurred with regard to
burning of crops stubble in
the Indian Punjab.
According to the pictures

released by NASA, a 740
percent increase in the
burning of crops stubble
incidents in only a single
day is highly alarming. The
reports of NASA and
pictures give ample proof
of Indian apathy.

The CM stated that
smog has risen to an
alarming level owing to
burning of crops stubble on
such a mega scale in the
Indian Punjab. The prime
reason for the rise of smog
in Lahore is due to burning
of crops stubble at a mega
scale in the Indian Punjab.
The continuous increase in

the pollution rate in Lahore
owing to Indian
environmental aggression is
highly worrisome and
alarming, he added.

The CM apprised
that the Punjab government
is adopting every step
which is humanly possible
to combat the hazards of
smog. Eyes, breathing and
E&T aliments are on the
rise due to smog. The
people especially children
and elders should use
masks so as to protect
themselves from the
detrimental effects of
smog, he added.

CM KP chairs meeting to
discuss matters relating to
evacuation of illegal foreigners
PESHAWAR (APP ):
P rovinci a l  Care taker
Ch ief  Min i s te r ,
Muhammad Azam Khan
here Friday chaired a
cab in et  meet ing to
discuss matters relating
to  th e  evacu at ion  of
fo re ign ers  r es id ing
illegally in the province.

Th e meet in g was
attended by caretaker
cabinet members, Chief
Secre tary Nadeem
Aslam Ch au dhry,
Ad di t ion al  Chief
Secretary for Interior
Abid Majeed, relevant
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
secretaries and officials.

Th e meet in g was
br iefed  abo ut
arrangements made for
the repatriation of illegal
immigrants.

Ch ie f Min i s t er
Muhammad Azam Khan
expressed  h is
sa t i s fac t io n  wi th  t he
administration’s efforts
to facilitate the return of
i l legal  immigran ts to

their countries and the
facilities being provided
to them holding centres.

He commended the
role played by various
depar tment s  and
inst i tut ions including
district administration
and police in providing
faci l i t ies  and
accommo dat ion s  to
returning migrants.

The Chief Minister
directed that voluntarily
re turn ing i l l egal
immigrants be treated
with respect  ensuring
sp eci a l  care  to  th em
during repatriation. He
e m p h a s i z e d
transparency and called
for maintaining a detailed
record of both regular
an d  emergen cy
expenses.

He stressed strict
adherence to rules and
regulations governing
these expenses and the
deve lop men t  o f
mechanisms to ensure
transparency.

KP Governor
inaugurates road at

Johns Cathedral church
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali
here on Friday inaugurated
a road inside Johns
Cathedral church at
Peshawar cantonment
which completed at a cost
of over Rs7million.

He said our relations
with Christian community
was based on respect, and
the minorities communities
settled in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were highly
respectable for others.

The Governor said
the services of Christian
community were highly
praiseworthy for the
country including Khyber

Pakthunkhwa, says an
official statement.

The Christian
community is very
peaceful that always
played a significant role in
the province’s
development and their
welfare and uplift was top
priority of the
G o v e r n m e n t . T h e
constitution of Pakistan
has ensured protection of
the personal and religious
rights of all minorities, he
said.He said, this is our
duty to stand with the state
of Pakistan and to serve it
with best of our abilities
and professional
commitment.

Punjab Governor says:

Overseas Pak playing
vital role in the stability

of the country’s economy
Independent Report

LAHORE: A delegation of
overseas Pakistanis from
Saudi Arabia called on
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at the Governor’s
House, here on Friday.

During the meeting,
the delegation expressed
satisfaction over the
political and economic
stability in Pakistan.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that overseas
Pakistanis are the valuable
asset for the country, who
are playing an important
role in the stability of the

country’s economy by
sending remittances. He
said that whenever the
country faced difficult
times, be it  floods or
earthquakes, Pakistanis
living abroad always came
forward and helped their
countrymen.

The Governor Punjab
said that economic and
political stability in the
country is the harbinger of
a bright future. He said that
the journey of
development will start
again in the country. He
further said that the young
generation is the most
valuable asset of the
country.

Factories causing air
pollution be sealed: LHC
LAHORE (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has ordered to seal
factories causing air
pollution. A single bench of
LHC led by Justice Shahid
Karim took up the petition
filed by a citizen Farooq
Haroon for hearing Friday.

Commissioner Lahore
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
also appeared in the court.

The court while
ordering to seal the
factories causing air
pollution remarked the
factories which are
emitting black smoke be
sealed. These will not be

de-sealed unless owners of
these factories submit
affidavit. They should give
this affidavit that if
violation is committed
again then factories will be
demolished.

Commissioner Lahore
told the court action will
be taken indiscriminately
against vehicles emitting
smoke. We have directed
traffic police vehicles
causing smog be
impounded.

The court remarked
during the hearing of the
case now we are going on
right track.

PIA’s flight
schedule not

restored fully,
19 more

flights cancel
KARACHI (Online): The
flight schedule of PIA
could not be fully restored,
19 more flights were
canceled today (Friday),
while the number of
canceled flights of PIA has
reached 754 in 17 days.

The canceled flights
today include PK 368, 369
from Karachi to Islamabad
and PK 536, 537 from
Sukkur.

Dammam to Karachi
PK 242, Islamabad to
Sukkur PK 631, 632 have
also been canceled while
Islamabad to Quetta flights
PK 325, 326 could not fly.

13 more dengue
cases reported

in 24 hours
RAWALPINDI (APP): As
many as 13 more dengue
cases were reported in
Rawalpindi during the last
24 hours, raising the tally
of confirmed cases to 2,382
in the district.

District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood, Friday
said among the new cases,
eight cases had arrived
from Potohar town urban
and five from Municipal
Corporation Rawalpindi.

He added that 50
patients were admitted to
district hospitals of which
40 were confirmed cases
while 2,341 were
discharged after treatment.

Dr Sajjad informed
that the district
administration had
registered seven FIRs.

Five vehicles
with smuggled
goods seized

DG Khan (APP): Anti
smuggling squad recovered
multiple kinds of utility
items worth about Rs. 10
million during a crackdown
here on Friday.

The squad being
constituted by DPO seized
about five vehicles plying
on different routes and
foiled smuggling. DPO
Ahmed Mohiuddin said in
this regard that as many as
384 bags stuffed with non-
custom paid items
including dry milk,
cigarettes, gutka, almond,
Chinese salt,  Iranian
shopping bags etc.
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HYDERABAD: Members of Civil Society are hold-
ing protest demonstration against Israeli cruel and
inhumane acts and express unity with the innocent
people of Palestine, at Hyderabad press club.

KARACHI: Police officer conducts biometric iden-
tifying of a resident during a search operation
against illegal immigrants, at a neighborhood of
Provincial Capital.

NAWABSHAH: Peoples Party (PPP) President,
Asif Ali Zardari showering rose petals and offers
Fateha on the graves of his parents during his visit,
at Baloo Ja Quba Graveyard in Nawabshah

ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner to Pa-
kistan Jane Marriott gossips in happy mood with
Caretaker Information Minister Murtaza Solangi
during 9th Islamabad Literature Festival at Fatima
Jinnah (F-9) Park in Federal Capital.

CM decides to beautify
Shahrah-e-Faisal to

improve image of Karachi

KARACHI: Caretaker Sindh Chief Minister Justice (Rtd) Maqbool Baqar presides over a meeting regarding
the beautification of Shahrah-e-Faisal at CM House.

Police arrest 3
bandits linked

to over 200
robberies

KARACHI (INP):  The lo-
cal police and rangers’ offi-
cials in a joint operation
successfully apprehended
three bandits allegedly in-
volved in more than 200
robberies in the metropo-
lis.

According to a law
enforcement spokesperson,
all the three arrested ac-
cused were allegedly affili-
ated with a robber gang op-
erating in Karachi.

The spokesperson al-
leged that the arrested indi-
viduals were involved in
more than 200 robberies in
the city, while the arrested
accused confessed to sell-
ing the bikes stolen from
Karachi in Balochistan. The
police recovered arms and
ammunition from the pos-
session of the arrested in-
dividuals, however, a case
has been filed against the
arrested individuals.

Last month, the sus-
pect who allegedly opened
fire and injured two citizens
over robbery resistance in
Gulshan-e-Hadid was ar-
rested.

Cipher case:
PTI chairman
files bail plea

in SC
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former prime minister and
PTI chairman on Friday
approached the Supreme
Court (SC), seeking bail in
missing cipher case. The
PTI chairman filed a bail
plea through his counsel
Salman Safdar, says in me-
dia reports.

The petition main-
tained that the cipher case
is just another example of
the ‘politically motivated
cases’ targeting the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf chair-
man.

The PTI chairman
contended that the bail ap-
plication has been filed un-
der Article 185 of the Con-
stitution.

Operation
against water

theft in full
swing

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Rangers and Water
Corporation have con-
ducted a joint operation and
thwarted a major water
theft operation in Karachi.

According to media
reports, the operation was
conducted in Landhi Labor
Square, where a group of
individuals had constructed
a 18-foot deep, 200-foot
long tunnel to steal water
from a 54-inch line of the
Halliji Conduit.

The thieves had also
built a pipeline in a tank at
a depth of 250-300 feet to
steal water, and had con-
structed three large tanks
under a room to store mil-
lions of gallons of water.

Pakistan opens doors for
foreign investment in

diverse sectors: Masood

Five men
injured as two
groups clash

using axes, batons
HYDERABAD (APP): At
least 5 persons were injured
in a clash between 2 groups
of people in Tandojam here
on Friday evening.

According to the po-
lice, both sides were armed
with axes and batons dur-
ing the fight.

The local people later
shifted 5 injured persons to
Liaquat University Hospi-
tal for treatment of their
injuries.

The injured have been
identified as 20-year-old Dil
Sher Khoso, 22-year-old
Ayaz Khoso, 25-year-old
Ghulam Muhammad
Khoso, 18-year-old Bashir
Khoso and 30-year-old
Muhammad Afzal.

The police said they
were yet to register an FIR
of the incident and to arrest
the suspects. Separately, the
GOR police apprehended a
suspect and recovered over
1.24 kilograms hashish from
his possession.

SMBBMU Larkana
signed online MoU with

Inonu University of Turkey

KARACHI: Secretary Excise, Taxation and Narcot-
ics Control Department, Atif Rehman Khan along
with Aurangzeb Panhoor, Director General Excise
and Taxation addressing a press conference regard-
ing that Sindh Excise Police has arrested two sus-
pects and recovered drugs and drug making ma-
chines in Clifton area, at Office of Director General
Excise and Taxation and Anti-Narcotics in Karachi.

Father-in-law
of Municipal

Commissioner
laid to rest

KARACHI (APP): The fa-
ther-in-law of Municipal
Commissioner, KMC, S.M
Afzal Zaidi was laid to rest
at the Phase VII Extension
graveyard behind Suffa
University on Friday.

The funeral prayer
was held at Masjid Taiba,
Bath Island, Clifton in
which senior officials of
Sindh government, former
administrator KMC
Laeeq Ahmed, former
municipal commissioners
Shujaat Hussain, Asghar
Sheikh, Nauman Arshad,
heads of various depart-
ments of KMC.

Modern amenities provided
for inmates at Central
Jail Mirpurkhas: SSP

Commissioner Larkana pays
surprise visits to SZW Hospital

and Children hospital

Sindhi stresses for implementation
of laws, quality education

to gain progressDC launches
cleanliness drive

in Sukkur
SUKKUR (APP): Deputy
Commissioner Sukkur,
Fayyaz Hussain Mahesar
on Friday launched a clean-
liness drive by planting a
tree at his office.

ADC Sukkur, health,
education and other offic-
ers concerned were present
on the occasion.

The deputy commis-
sioner said that he wanted
to turn the city neat and
clean and under the cleanli-
ness plan, the garbage would
be lifted from every nook
and corner of the city.

He said that neat and
clean environment helped
avoid the spread of dengue
and malaria, open plots and
graveyards should be
cleaned, water should not
be stagnated anywhere, he
added.

Caretaker CM
announces benefits

for Palestinian
students studying

in Sindh
KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Chief Minister
Sindh Justice (Retd)
Maqbool Baqar on Friday
announced big benefits for
Palestinian students study-
ing in the Sindh province.

He said that 48 Pales-
tinian students were study-
ing in government engineer-
ing and medical colleges of
the province.

Baqar had ordered to
waive tuition and hostel fees
of the Palestinian students.

President directs FIO to ensure conflict of interest
disclosure before selling insurance policies

Whole of society approach
needed to tackle climate

change challenge: Solangi

Liquid hashish makers
and suppliers arrested

in Karachi

PM directs holding of
regular CSS special

exams to fill up posts

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday asked the Federal
Insurance Ombudsman
(FIO) to ensure that insur-
ance companies disclosed
the conflict of interest to the
purchaser of the insurance
policy before selling the
policy as there had been
instances of grave mis-sell-
ing of policies which re-
quired a serious re-look at
product structure and front-
loaded commission of the
agents of insurance compa-
nies.

He gave these direc-
tions while deciding upon a
representation filed by the
Pak-Qatar Family Takaful
Ltd (the petitioner com-

pany) against the order of
the Federal Insurance Om-
budsman (FIO).

As per details, Anwar
ul Haq (the complainant)
had alleged that he pur-
chased the Kafalah Takaful
Plan from the petitioner
company in February 2017
for the sum assured of Rs
4.5 million and an annual
premium of Rs 750,000.

He had been paying
the annual premiums regu-
larly till the year 2022 and
the total amount of his de-
posited premiums was Rs.
4.5 million.

On account of un-
avoidable circumstances, he
requested the company for
the withdrawal of his de-

posited premiums with all
benefits and profit but to
no avail. Feeling aggrieved,
he approached FIO, which
passed the order in his
favour directing the com-
pany to pay Rs 4.3 million
to the complainant.

The company, then,
filed a representation with
the President against the
order of FIO.

The president held a
personal hearing of the case
and after listening to both
sides, gave his decision.

In his decision, he ob-
served that it was an admit-
ted fact that the company
received Rs 4.5 million
from the complainant, in-
vested the money in busi-

ness, and earned consider-
able profit.

“The equitable prin-
ciple of enrichment envis-
ages that one should not
unjustly enrich himself at
the expense of the others”,
he added.

He further pointed out
that it was also a principle
of equity that ‘He who suf-
fers no loss deserves no
gain’.

He said that it would
be unjust to deprive the
complainant of his contri-
bution in the profit but the
company unjustifiably de-
clined its refund on the pre-
text of the prevailing cash
value of the policy which
was only Rs. 3,112,258.

to act as one window for
foreign investors to facili-
tate speedy approval of
projects, fast-track project
development, and oversee
implementation.

He said the purpose is
to spur economic growth,
integrate our economy to
international capital mar-
kets and guarantee continu-
ity of policies.

The Ambassador said
that tech startups in Paki-
stan are seeing a dramatic
rise.

WASHINGTON (INP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States Masood
Khan has stated that  Paki-
stan has opened new doors
for foreign investment in
the sectors of IT, energy,
agriculture, mining and de-
fense production.

Addressing a two day
conference on ‘Resilience
and Reform in Pakistan’ in
Washington D.C, he said a
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC) was
established June this year

LARKANA (APP): Com-
missioner Larkana Division
Abdul Waheed Shaikh made
a surprise visit to Shaikh
Zaid Women’s Hospital and
CMC Children’s Hospital
on Friday to review ar-
rangements for patients
suffering from various dis-
eases.

During the visit, the
commissioner inquired
about the problems of pa-
tients and directed the
Medical Superintendent of
CMC Hospital to ensure
proper healthcare facilities
in all wards of the hospi-
tals.

He also directed the
doctors to take special care
of the patients and provide
them with all possible
medical facilities so that the
women and their newborn
children are healthy.

Shaikh took notice of
the shortage of medicines,
at tendants,  improper
generators, poor cleanli-
ness, and security issues
in the hospitals. He di-
rected the concerned au-
thorities to resolve these
basic problems of the pa-
tients and warned the neg-
ligent officials of stern
and legal action against
them.

The commissioner in-
structed the hospital ad-
ministration to pay special
attention to cleanliness in
the hospital and ensure
that patients are given free
and full treatment. He also
instructed the doctors,
para-medics, and other
staff to do their duty
strictly and update the op-
eration theaters according
to modern requirements.

Shaikh warned the
negligent officials of stern
and legal action against
them. He directed that free
treatment facilities should
be provided to the pa-
tients, especially the poor,
and that they should be
fully treated and not suf-
fer any kind of pain. He
also added that no expenses
should be made from the
patients.

During the visit, the
commissioner visited the
operation theaters and
various wards of the hos-
pitals. Earlier, the hospital
officials briefed the Com-
missioner Larkana about
various matters.

Medical Superinten-
dent, CMC Hospital
Larkana, senior doctors,
RMOs, and others were
present on the occasion.

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (Retd.) Maqbool
Baqar has decided to im-
prove and beautify the ar-
teries of the city to enhance
the image of Karachi by
making its access reflective.

“The people coming
out of Jinnah Terminal and
going back take a very poor
impression of the city be-
cause the road starting from
the terminal gives a very
dirty and poor look, there-
fore I want to beautify
Shahrah-e-Faisal in the first
phase.”

This he said while
pressing over a joint meet-
ing of KDA, KMC and
leading architects of the city
to seek their advice for the
purpose. The meeting was
attended by Secretary Lo-
cal Govt Manzoor Shaikh,
Commissioner Karachi
Saleem Rajput, DG KDA
Tahir Sangi, Architects - Ali
Naqvi, Yawar Jilani, Adil

Kiraie, Hafiz Habib and
others.

DG KDA Tahir Sangi
briefing the CM on environ-
mental aspects said that
hard and soft landscaping,
improvement of tree pro-
files, walkways, pedestrian
movement areas and pedes-
trian bridges.

The CM was told that
street furniture, signage
schemes, regulation of bill-
boards about seizes and
standards, streetlamps, and
artwork depicting the typi-
cal urban character of
Karachi, monuments, foun-
tains and water bodies
would be developed to
beautify the area.

The chief minister in
consultation with the archi-
tects attended his meeting
and decided to improve all
areas at the points of
flyovers, overhead pedes-
trian bridges and at the vari-
ous neglected segments of
the road.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Friday directed the formu-
lation of a comprehensive
policy for the appointment
of competent civil servants
in remote areas of the coun-
try including Balochistan.

He also ordered the
restoration of rotation
policy of civil servants in
line with its original spirit
and to ensure its strict
implementation.

The prime minister
was chairing a meeting to
review progress on filling
up vacant seats reserved for
marginalized areas in civil
bureaucracy through spe-
cial examinations as well as
rotation policy.

PM Kakar directed to

regularly hold the competi-
tive examinations to fill the
vacant seats in civil bureau-
cracy reserved for minori-
ties and people from
marginalized areas.

He stressed persistent
awareness campaigns to
encourage minorities to
participate in the competi-
tive examination for govern-
ment jobs.

The prime minister
said the country’s consti-
tution provides equal rights
and opportunities to mi-
norities and people belong-
ing to underprivileged ar-
eas.

He said the govern-
ment was fully committed
to ensuring equal opportu-
nities for progress for ev-
ery citizen.

KARACHI (INP): The Ex-
cise and Narcotics Depart-
ment conducted a raid in
Karachi’s Defence area and
recovered a drug manufac-
turing lab – the first of a
kind in the country’s his-
tory.

Director General
(DG) Excise Sindh,
Aurangzeb Pehnoor, in a
statement alleged that the
accused used to convert

hashish into a liquid form,
which can be used in elec-
tric cigarettes.

The drug was sup-
plied in several posh areas
in the guise of vape – elec-
tric cigarettes.

Meanwhile, during the
raid, two accused were ar-
rested from the scene, how-
ever, two machines and liq-
uid containers were taken
into custody.

LARKANA (APP):
Shaheed Mohatrma
Benazir Bhutto Medical
University (SMBBMU),
Larkana on Friday signed an
online “Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)” for
collaboration between the
SMBBMU, Larkana and
Inonu University of Tur-
key during a virtual cer-
emony held online at Syn-
dicate Hall, SMBB Medi-
cal University Larkana,
which aims to organize joint
workshops, research con-
ferences and training initia-
tives along with mutual ex-
change of students, faculty
and officers.

The Vice-chancellor
Professor Dr. Nusrat Shah
along with Dean Surgical &

Allied Sciences Prof. Dr.
Gulzar Ahmed Shaikh,
Dean of Basic Science Prof.
Amar Lal Gurbakhshani,
Dean Dentistry Prof.
Yousuf Shah and Director
ORIC Dr. Mir Hassan
Khoso signed the MoU
while in the online meeting,
Vice Rector for Interna-
tional Relations of Inonu
University Turkey Prof.
Nusrat Akpolat, Head of
International Office Prof.
Dr. Ekrem Atalan, Samira
Zafar and others partici-
pated in the online meeting.

Vice Chancellor
SMBBMU Professor Dr.
Nusrat Shah said that a
Memorandum has been
signed with the Inonu Uni-
versity of Turkey.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi on Friday
said that whole of society
approach was needed to
tackle the current challenge
of climate change.

This was stated by
him while speaking at the
inaugural ceremony of Cli-
mate Change Desk at Paki-
stan Television News, in
Islamabad.

Murtaza Solangi said
all stakeholders including
community leaders, Ulema,
political parties, economic
experts, artists, poets and
parents should be engaged
for this purpose.

Along with engaging
private media to create
public awareness for cli-

mate change challenge, hu-
man resources of Radio Pa-
kistan should also be uti-
lized to achieve greater re-
sults in this regard, he
added.

The minister said the
collaboration of Ministry
of Information and Minis-
try of Climate Change is in-
dispensable to create
awareness in the society
about hazrdous impacts of
climate change.

Media should give
special attention in provid-
ing space to climate aware-
ness in their bulletins and
current affairs programs, he
noted. Solangi said that In-
formation Services Acad-
emy should provide train-
ing opportunities to climate
reporters.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
Education Madad Ali
Sindhi on Friday stressed
the need for the implemen-
tation of laws and to im-
prove the quality education
for achieving progress in
the country.

Talking to PTV, Sindhi
said the caretaker govern-
ment is taking tough deci-
sions to enhance the effi-
ciency of national institu-
tions, including the educa-
tion sector.

He said there is a need
to convene an inter-provin-
cial conference to highlight
the importance of quality
education and research
work in the country.

Responding to a ques-
tion about the dilapidated

condition of some schools
in far-flung areas, Sindhi
said the government has
visited a number of schools
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan provinces.

He added that the is-
sues of dropout children and
poor quality school mate-
rials will be resolved soon.
A comprehensive mecha-
nism will be adopted to ad-
dress the problems faced by
different institutions, he
stated.

Sindhi appreciated the
caretaker government’s
steps taken in the shortest
period of time, saying law
enforcement agencies
(LEAs) have launched a
crackdown to nab illegal
and unregistered foreigners
living in the country.

MIRPURKHAS (APP):
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Central Jail
Mirpurkhas Shahabuddin
Siddiqui on Friday said
the Central prison is one
of the modern correctional
homes of Sindh where
prisoners are being
trained, taught and reli-
giously educated to make
them good citizens.

According to the po-
lice, a delegation of senior
journalists of Aiwan e
Sahafat Mirpurkhas vis-
ited the Central jail
Mirpurkhas where the on-
going prisoner reform pro-
gram was shown by the
officials of the jail to the

delegation.
SSP told the delega-

tion that in the jail, school,
madrasa, and medical facili-
ties for the prisoners were
provided. A medical and
training centres have been
established for the counsel-
ling of the prisoners.

SSP said that a mod-
ern dental ward has also
been started in the prison
along with a homoeopathic
hospital by “Qarshi”.

A separate
“Madrassa” and school
were also established in
the prison, where com-
plete religious education
was also given to the pris-
oners.

KARACHI: People are filling their water cans from
public tap as they facing shortage of drinking wa-
ter in their area, at Lyari area in Karachi.

DC South chairs
meeting on anti-polio

campaign
KARACHI (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
South Karachi Captain
(Rtd) Altaf Hussain Sario
on Friday chaired a meet-
ing on the performance of
the ongoing anti-polio cam-
paign.

In the meeting,  a
briefing was given by po-
lio teams on the details of
ongoing polio campaign.
DC South was apprised
of the problems encoun-
tered in different sub-di-
visions during the polio
campaign.

The DC South said
that polio teams and moni-
toring officers should make
every possible effort to en-
sure door-to-door access
and make the campaign 100
percent successful.  Also,
until the last day of the

campaign, ensure an-
nouncements through
mosques in the morning
hours and direct all teams
to be in the field at 9 am, he
directed.

He also instructed the
concerned officers and team
members to make maximum
efforts to achieve better re-
sults in the campaign.

The meeting was at-
tended by the assistant
commissioners of various
sub-divisions of Karachi
South, health officers in-
cluding the commissioners,
polio campaign in-charges
and other relevant partici-
pants.

The meeting was held
in the conference room of
Deputy Commissioner
South Complex MA Jinnah
Road Karachi South.


