
ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi calls on the Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar.

QUETTA: Balochistan Governor Abdul Wali Khan Kakar and Provincial Ministers leading a rally in
connection with Kashmir Black Day.

ISLAMABAD:  Governor Sindh,  Muhammad
Kamran Khan Tessori, called on President Dr. Arif
Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over
a meeting regarding development projects, betterment in traffic manage-
ment and building code

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Information Min-
ister Jan Achakzai addressing a Press conference

QUETTA: Provincial Home Minister Mir Zubaid Khan Jamali presiding over
a meeting regarding law and order

Govt. believes in freedom
of media as an ‘important
state pillar’: PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker  Prime  Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq  Kakar  on
Friday said the government
believed in the freedom of
media and considered it an
“important  pillar  of  the
state”.

He expressed these
views as Information Min-
ister Murtaza Solangi called
on him  here  at  the  PM
House.

The meeting discussed
the  problems  concerning
the All  Pakistan  Newspa-
per  Society  (APNS),  the
Council of Pakistan News-
paper Editors (CPNE), and
the media industry.

PM Kakar on the occa-
sion directed for resolving
the legitimate demands of
the media industry and tak-
ing necessary steps in that
regard.  He  said  he  would
continue  his  interactions
with journalists and media
persons. The meeting was
attended by Federal Infor-
mation  Secretary  Zahoor
Ahmed, Principal Informa-
tion Officer Tariq
Mahmood Khan, and Man-
aging Director Associated
Press  of  Pakistan  (APP)
Muhammad Asim Khichi.

Meanwhile  Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Friday said

the recently signed accords
between Pakistan and
China would open up new
opportunities  of  employ-
ment and economic devel-
opment  for  the people  of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

The prime minister ex-
pressed these views as
Chief Minister GB Gulbar
Khan called on him here at
the PM House.

The meeting discussed
the memorandum of under-
standing signed during the
prime  minister’s  visit  to
China and other measures
to further increase trade re-
lations  between  GB  and
Xinjiang.

Governor Balochistan says:

Pakistan to continue
supporting suppressed
Kashmiris, Palestinians

Bail plea of Imran Khan
rejected in cipher case

PM condoles
death of China’s

ex-PM Li
Keqiang

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker  Prime  Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq  Kakar  on
Friday expressed deep sor-
row  and  shock  over  the
death  of  former  Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang.

“Our thoughts and
sympathies  are  with  Late
Premier Li, his family and
with the Chinese nation at
this hour of  grief,”  he
posted on social  media
platform, X.

PM  Kakar  termed  Li
Keqiang “a great friend of
Pakistan”.

“We fondly remember
his  visit  to Pakistan in
2013,” he said.

China’s  former  pre-
mier, Li Keqiang died of a
sudden heart attack  in
Shanghai in the early hours
on Friday morning, accord-
ing to China’s Xinhua news
agency. He was 68.

Top US diplomat discusses
Mideast conflict with Jilani

Mahatir says:

India, Israel resorting to identical
tactics to change demographic

composition of Kashmir & Palestine
Thousands participate
in dozens Kashmir Day

events across Balochistan
QUETTA (APP): Dozens of events including protest ral-
lies, seminars, speech competitions were organized across
the Balochistan province on Friday to mark Kashmir
Black Day.

Thousands of people participated in the events to pay
tribute to Kashmiris against Indian atrocities.

As Indian troops had invaded Jammu and Kashmir
on 27th October in 1947, the day is observed by Kashmiris
as ‘Black Day’ to convey a strong message to the world
that they reject the illegal occupation of Jammu and Kash-
mir by India.

Pakistan reaffirms support
for Kashmiris’ right to

self-determination

Difference of
opinion hallmark
of democracy,
says Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister  for  In-
formation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi said on Fri-
day that difference of opin-
ion  was a hallmark of  de-
mocracy. Talking to media
persons  at  the  Parliament
House after he met with the
President  Parliamentary
Reporters  Association
Usman Khan and other jour-
nalists he said he belonged
to  the  journalistic commu-
nity.

“I  have always  been a
supporter of freedom of ex-
pression and I am still fully
committed to it”, he added.

Stating that journalism
and politics go hand in hand,
he said he always had a re-
spectful  relationship  with
all the journalists.

Illegal, Non-registered
foreign persons to go home

before dead line: Bugti

Senate passes
resolution  strongly

reaffirming
Pakistan’s

solidarity with
Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate  on Friday
unanimously passed a reso-
lution strongly reaffirming
Pakistan’s  solidarity  with
the  Kashmiri  people  in
their just struggle for right
to self-determination.

The  resolution  moved
by Senator Kamil Ali Agha,
reiterated Pakistan’s moral,
diplomatic  and  political
support  to  the  Kashmiri
people.

The  resolution
strongly  condemned  the
Indian brutalities and  kill-
ing of  thousands of  inno-
cent Kashmiris in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

It  urged  the  Interna-
tional  community  for  the
expeditious formation of a
Commission of Inquiry  to
investigate the gross human
rights violation in IIOJK.

Repatriation of
Afghans residing

illegally in
Pakistan continues
ISLAMABAD (INP):
The  voluntarily  repatria-
tion of illegal foreign na-
tionals to their countries
is continuing and  only
four days are left for un-
documented foreign na-
tionals to leave  the coun-
try.

The  government  has
asked  all  undocumented
foreign nationals to  leave
Pakistan  by  31st  of  this
month, otherwise  law en-
forcement  agencies  will
take action as per the law
of land.

ECC approves
Rs8 bln bridge

financing for PIA
ISLAMABAD (APP):The
Economic  Coordination
Committee  (ECC) of  the
Cabinet approved a Rs. 8
billion  bridge  financing
package for Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines
(PIA) on Friday.

The financing will be
provided  through the
Civi l Aviation
Authority’s  (CAA)  re-
sources to meet PIA’s ur-
gent overdue payment ob-
ligations.

The ECC allowed the
Aviation Division to pro-
ceed  with  the  bilateral
arrangement between
the CAA and PIA.

The  Caretaker  Fed-
eral Minister for Finance,
Revenue,  and  Economic
Affairs,  Dr.  Shamshad
Akhtar presided over the
meeting, according to
news statement issued by
the  finance  ministry.

The  Aviation  Divi-
sion submitted a proposal
for provision of financial
support  to PIACL
through the Civil Avia-
tion Authority  for  cer-
tain  emergent  needs of
the  airline.

ISLAMABAD  (INP): As
the nation observes ‘Kash-
mir Black Day’  today,
marking the 76 years of In-
dian armed forces’ illegal
occupation  in Kashmir,
President  of  Pakistan  Dr
Arif Alvi  and  Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq  Kakar  have  assured
the  Kashmiri  people  of
Pakistan’s unwavering
support for their legitimate
struggle  for  the  right  to
self-determination.

According to Kashmir
Media  Service,  President
Arif Alvi  in  his  message
said that October 27 1947
was one of  the  darkest
days in the history of
Jammu and Kashmir.
“Over the last seventy-six
years,  India  has  not  only
reneged on its obligations
to  the  people  of  Jammu

and Kashmir but has also
disregarded multilateralism
by backtracking on UNSC
resolutions,” he added.

He said the people of
occupied Kashmir  have
endured  endless  oppres-
sion  during  this  period,
however,  India has  failed
to weaken their resolve to
realize  their  inalienable
right to self-determination.

Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
in his message noted  that
over the last 76 years, In-
dia had employed various
methods  to  perpetuate  its
illegal rule over Kashmir.
However, since Aug  5,
2019, there has been an in-
tensified campaign to
‘Indianise’  Kashmir  and
disempower the Kashmiri
people  in their own  land,
he lamented.

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has rejected bail plea
of  PTI  chairman Imran
Khan in cipher case.

Chief Justice (CJ) IHC
Aamer Farooq had re-
served  judgment  on  bail
plea  of  chairman  PTI  in
Cipher case on October 16
which was announced  on
Friday.

During previous hear-
ing,  counsels of  Imran
Khan and special prosecu-
tor of FIA had given argu-
ments.

IHC had reserved judg-
ment after hearing the ar-
guments.

Special prosecutor had
said the counsel for the pe-
titioner has not interpreted
or defined section 5 of Of-
ficial Secret Act (OSA) cor-
rectly. Chairman PTI
transmitted  the  informa-
tion about cipher to people
while  he  was  not  autho-
rized to do so.

He  said  this  is  state-
ment of former foreign sec-
retary,  Sohail  Mehmood,
deputy director Imran
Sajid and Haseeb bin Aziz
under 161 that cipher
reached assistant Noman.

He  had  said  there  is
statement  of  Shammoon
Qaisar,  cipher  officer  in
Prime Minister (PM)
house, Haseeb Gauhar
DSP M office , Sajid
Mehmood DSP PM house
and Azam Khan under 161.

They  had  said Azam
Khan appeared before in-
vestigation officer and re-
corded  his  statement  be-
fore respective magistrate.
He had gone some where
else for some time for peace
of mind.

Special prosecutor Raja
Rizwan Abbasi  said  it  is
clear  in  the  statement  of
witness  this was  secret
classified document. There
is  no  circulation  of  secret
document.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
terior Sarfraz Ahmad Bugti
on  Friday  said  that  non-
registered and illegal  for-
eign persons will have  to
leave Pakistan before dead
line.

We will launch opera-
tion against the illegal for-
eigners  including Afghan
people  after  the  dead  line
of Oct 31, he said while talk-
ing  to a private  television
channel.  n the  second
phase,  he  said  crackdown
will be made against the fa-
cilitators of illegal people in
Pakistan.

Commenting on Afghan
people  doing  business  in
this  country,  he  said  any
body  can  do  business  in

Pakistan  with valid  docu-
ments. The Caretaker gov-
ernment  will  facilitate  all
the foreign investors in Pa-
kistan,  he  added.  About
elections, he said, it is the
duty  of  election  commis-
sion  of  Pakistan to  an-
nounce date for general elec-
tions. He said, we will pro-
vide  security  to  ECP  for
holding next elections in a
peaceful  and  transparent
manner.

In reply  to a question
about facilities extended to
Nawaz Sharif on arrival, he
said  that  Caretaker  gov-
ernment had provided
maximum  security  to  Ex
Prime  Minister  to  avoid
any untoward incident on
his arrival to hometown.

Decision to deport 1.3m
illegal immigrants to be

implemented: Jan Achakzai
QUETTA  (APP):
Balochistan  Minister  for
Information  Jan Achakzai
on Friday  said that  the
state would  implement  its
decision to deport 1.3 mil-
lion illegal immigrants with
full force and no one would
be allowed to enter Pakistan
without valid visa.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said that action
would be  taken against
those who  had  rented  out
their  properties  and  pro-
vided shelter to illegal im-
migrants.  Jan Achackzai
ruled  out  the  news  to  re-
view the decision taken for
the repatriation of undocu-
mented immigrants and said
that after  the deadline, all
relevant  institutions  will
work to deport  the unreg-
istered immigrants.

He said  that  a control
center would be  estab-
lished, in which officials of
institutions concerns would
be present.

The  government  will
set up detention centers in
Haji Camp Quetta, Chaman
and Pishin to accommodate
foreign nationals residing in
the  country without  iden-
tity  documents  before  de-
portation  to  their  respec-
tive countries, he said and
added that the illegal immi-
grants  would  be  kept  at
these  centres with  respect
and  provided  with  meals
and medical facilities.

He  said a  part  from
Chaman,  crossing  points
are being opened  in Killa
Saifullah and Chagai to re-
port  illegal  immigrants  to
Afghanistan.

QUETTA  (APP):  Gover-
nor  Balochistan, Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar, re-
affirmed the government’s
resolve to support the sup-
pressed people of Kashmir
and Palestine, urging imme-
diate intervention by the in-
ternational community and
an end to gross  human
rights violations.

He was addressing the
participants  of  a  protest
rally on Friday, which was
organized to mark October
27 as the Black Day when
the  tyrant  forces  of  India
illegally occupied the then
princely  state  of  Kashmir
in 1947.

The  Governor  of
Balochistan  said  the  pro-
vincial government  is

mourning the illegal occu-
pation  of  fascist  India  by
holding rallies, protest dem-
onstrations, and other
events, while calling on the
UN and other civilized coun-
tries  to stop  the barbarism
of  the  illegally  occupied
forces  in  IIOJK.  “We  also
support the just demand of
the people of Palestine and
urge the international com-
munity to take notice of the
looming humanitarian crisis
and unjust blockade causing
more deaths in Gaza,” he em-
phasized.

Reiterating  Pakistan’s
firm stance on the burning
issues of Kashmir and Pal-
estine, the governor said that
Pakistan  will  continue  its
moral, political, and diplomatic

support for the  suppressed
people of Kashmir and Pal-
estine. The government  of
Pakistan has always raised
its voice on every  interna-
tional  forum,  stressing  the
need for a resolution of the
Kashmir issue in accordance
with UNSC resolutions.

The tyranny of the oc-
cupied forces has crossed its
limits, and now it is high time
for  the  international  com-
munity  and  champions  of
human rights to come for-
ward and play their role in
the permanent resolution of
the issues faced by the in-
nocent civilians in the ille-
gally occupied regions.

WASHINGTON (APP): A
senior American  diplomat
Thursday  spoke  with  Pa-
kistani  caretaker  foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani
to discuss “critical issues”
in the US-Pakistan partner-
ship,  including  the  Israel-
Palestine conflict, accord-
ing  to  State  Department
spokesperson Mathew
Miller.

The Acting  Deputy
Secretary of State and Un-
der Secretary  for Political
Affairs,Victoria  Nuland,
also discussed “our mutual
interest  in  facilitating  the
safe and timely resettlement
of  eligible Afghans  to  the
United States,” Miller said
in a statement.

“They  also  agreed  on

the importance of free and
fair elections that are inclu-
sive and held in a manner
consis ten t wi th
Pakis tan’s laws,” the
statement said.

During a discussion on
the raging Israel-Palestinian
conflict, the Acting Deputy
Secretary  highlighted  the
United States’ call  for the
release of all hostages and
the protection of  civilians
from harm, it said.

“Acting Deputy Secre-
tary  Nuland  and  Foreign
Minister Jilani also agreed
on the need for a continu-
ous  flow  of  humanitarian
aid to civilians in Gaza and
to prevent the conflict from
spreading,”  the  statement
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Former  Malaysian  Prime
Minister Dr Mahathir
Muhammad on Friday,
drawing parallels between
Kashmir  and Palestine  is-
sues, said India was resort-
ing to the same tactics that
had been employed by Is-
rael  to  suppress  the voice
of people  of  occupied  ar-
eas over the decades.

He said India was now
attempting  to radically
change  the  demographic
composition  of  the  occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir by
settling non-Muslim
outsides on  the  same pat-
tern  the  Israel  patronized
the  settlers  to  occupy  the
Palestinians’ lands over the
years. “India is attempting
to change the demographic
composition of the State of
Jammu & Kashmir by set-

tling non-Muslim outsiders
in the Muslim majority ar-
eas in the same way the Is-
raeli settlers have forcefully
evicted  Palestinians  from
their homes in the land grab
activities sanctioned by the
Tel Aviv regime,” Dr
Mahatir, in his video mes-
sage played at an event or-
ganized  by  the  Pakistan
High Commission  in Ma-
laysia to mark the Kashmir
Black Day 2023.

He said India’s revoca-
tion of Jammu & Kashmir’s
autonomy unilaterally four
years ago saw the deploy-
ment of hundreds of thou-
sands of  soldiers  into  the
illegally occupied territories
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“Along  with that,
atrocities were committed,
while  placing  the  whole
population under siege.”
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Commerce News
Govt taking multifaceted measures
to accelerate ICT growth: Dr Umar

KARACHI (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication Dr
Umar Saif  distributed
annual  ICT Awards  2023
among IT professionals for
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
achievements and
visionary contributions in
the technology sector.

HBL  P@SHA  ICT
Awards  2023  featured  34
remarkable  Gold Awards
and  40  Merit Awards  in
different categories,
including Artificial
Intelligence,  Internet  of
Things, Fintech, Business
and  Industry,  etc.  with  a
total of  727 nominees,
showcasing the remarkable
growth and advancements

within  the  Pakistani  tech
industry.

The  21st version  of
ICT  Awards 2023 was
jointly  organized  by  the
Pakistan Software Houses
Association (P@SHA) and
HBL late Thursday night.

Addressing the
ceremony  Dr.  Umar  Saif
said  the  government  was
taking multifaceted
measures to accelerate the
growth of Information and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technology (ICT) in
Pakistan.

He  said  that  though
the tenure of interim
government was short,
“we, in the available time,
will  lay the foundation of
sustainable measures under
the  right  line  of  action,
which will  provide  the
required  benefits  of  ICT
sector  to  the  up-coming
government”.

The  fast  developing
IT  sector possessed an
enormous growth potential
and it could play a
significant role in economic
stability,  he  said,  adding

that  the  government  was
doing  its  part  to  provide
facilities and the  industry
should play  its  part  by
increasing its capabilities.

Pakistan with its
significant  youth  bulge,
resources,  skills,  grit  and
every ancillary factor had
a vast potential to grow in
the ICT sector, the
minister noted, adding that
the  ICT  sector  with  steps
in  right  direction  could
leave every  traditional
industry behind.

It  was  evident  from
the fact that foreign
investment in start-ups had
crossed  the  $800  million
mark  while  a  number  of
global  companies  were
investing  in  Pakistan,  he
added.

Terming the
establishment of Special
Investment  Facilitation
Co unc i l (S IFC) an
imperative initiative, Dr
Saif  said  the  need of  a
h igh level p owerfu l
forum was being felt for
a long  time that  could
play a central role in

framing a sustainable
po l i cy and i t s
implementat ion , with
carrying out necessary
changes when required.

The  SIFC,  he  said,
had  taken  in  two  months
important decisions which
were awaited  for years. It
would  surely  fill  the  gap
and  realize  the  agenda of
growth and revival of
national economy, he
added.

The minister said the
State Bank had also taken
steps  to  facilitate  the  IT
exporters  and  freelancers
which included ease  of
opening accounts and
increase  in permissible
retention limit of IT export
proceeds from 35 percent
to 50 percent in the
Exporters’ Specialized
Foreign Currency
Accounts.

He urged the IT
companies,  professionals
and freelancers  to take
benefit  of  the  incentives
and contribute to the
country’s foreign exchange
reserves.

ISLAMABAD:   Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry
along with Bangladesh Deputy High Commissioner to Pakistan Ruhul Alam Siddique  inaugurating
Germs and Mineral exhibition at Centaurus Mall.

Governor SBP stresses
RMB use for Pak-China

trade and investment
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Governor  State  Bank  of
Pakistan (SBP) Jameel
Ahmad on Friday
highlighted the strong and
long-lasting economic and
financial ties between
Pakistan  and  China,  and
said using Renminbi
(RMB) for  settling cross-
border trade and
investment  transactions
with China  can further
strengthen these ties.

He sa id whi le
addressing  a ceremony
on “Promoting the use of

RMB in Cross-Border
Settlement”, organized
by  ICBC  Bank here to
mark the b ank’s
designation as the RMB
clearing agent in Pakistan
by the People’s Bank of
China (PBoC), said a
news release here.

Governor SBP
elaborated  that  given  the
importance  of  Pakistan’s
economic ties with China,
the SBP  has put  in  place
the  required regulatory
framework  that  facilitates
use of RMB in  trade  and

investment  transactions,
such  as  opening  of  L/Cs
and availing financing
facilities in RMB.

In terms of
regulations  in  Pakistan,
RMB is at par with other
international  currencies,
such as the US Dollar, Euro
and Japanese Yen, he
asserted.

Both public and
private  sector  enterprises
in Pakistan are free to
choose RMB for bilateral
trade and investment
activities.

Pakistan should focus
on Africa for business

promotion: Envoy
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ahsan  Zafar  Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry  (ICCI)  hosted  a
farewell reception in honor
of Muhammad Bello
Abioye, High
Commissioner  of  Nigeria
to Pakistan at his residence
here Friday.

Ambassadors of
different countries
including Morocco,
Ethiopia, Algeria, Somalia,
Mauritius  and Director
General  Foreign Affairs
Shahid Ali  Bhutto, Asif
Luqman  Qazi  and  many

other dignitaries and
notables  of  the  city  were
also presented.

Speaking on the
occasion Commissioner of
Nigeria Muhammad Bello
Abioye High said that
Africa was being termed as
the continent of future by
the trade experts and
Pakistan  should  focus  on
it  to  promote  its  trade by
developing close
cooperation with Nigeria.

He  said that  direct
flights between Nigeria and
Pakistan had the potential
to make significant
increases in bilateral trade.

Kitchen items’ prices
eases by 0.33 percent

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The weekly  inflation,
measured by the Sensitive
Price Indicator (SPI),
witnessed decrease of 0.33
percent  for  the  combined
consumption group during
the week ended on October
26, the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics  (PBS)  reported
on Friday.

The SPI for the week
under review in the above-
mentioned group was
recorded  at  277.11  points

as compared to 278.04
points during the past week,
according to the PBS data.

As  compared  to  the
corresponding week of last
year, the SPI for the
combined consumption
group  in  the  week  under
review  witnessed an
increase of 29.65 percent.
The weekly  SPI  with  the
base  year  2015-16  =100
covers  17  urban  centers
and 51 essential items for
all expenditure groups.

PSX witnesses
bearish trend,

losing 241 points
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) witnessed
bearish  trend  on  Friday,
losing  241.44  points,  a
negative  change  of  0.47
percent, closing at 50,943.84
points  against  51,185.28
points  the previous day. A
total of 350,834,756 shares
valuing  Rs10.607  billion
were  traded during  the day
as compared to 364,039,493
shares  valuing  Rs.10.928
billion the previous day.

SECP initiates consultation
on voluntary ESG

ISLAMABAD  (Online):
The Securities and Exchange
Commission of
Pakistan(SECP) has issued
draft  guidelines  on  ESG
disclosures for consultation
as part of its Environmental,
Social and Governance(ESG)
Regulatory Roadmap issued
in June 2022.

The  guidelines  have
been prepared to encourage
listed companies to
enhance their ESG
disclosures  in  a  fair  and

transparent manner on
voluntary basis. Since the
guidelines are non-
mandatory in nature, non-
listed companies may also
seek  guidance  from  the
draft guidelines for
embarking on their journey
towards adoption of ESG
standards. The draft
guidelines  cover  a  wide
range  of  topics under  the
E, S and G pillars including
the recommended metrics
related to climate change.

Turkey at 100:

Inspiring Progress in a Changing World
Syed Ali Nawaz Gilani

“The  future  belongs  to
those  who  believe  in  the
beauty of  their dreams.”  -
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk.

Ankara, Turkey - Oc-
tober 29, 2023, marks a his-
toric date  in the annals of
time,  commemorating  the
centenary celebration of the
Republic  of  Turkey  since
its monumental inception in
1923. Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk,  the  visionary  ar-
chitect of modern Turkey,
laid  the  cornerstone  for  a
nation that not only shines
as  a  beacon  of  hope  and
prosperity  for  its  people
but  also  resonates  as  an
emblem of progress across
the  Muslim  world.  This
momentous milestone un-
derscores Turkey’s incred-
ible journey toward socio-
economic development and
its  vital  role  in  nurturing
profound  bonds  with  na-
tions worldwide, most no-
tably  its deep-rooted  con-
nection with Pakistan.

Turkey  has  endured
the  tumultuous  winds  of
history, facing five success-
ful military coups since the
birth  of  the  Republic  in
1923. However, the events
that unfolded on that fate-
ful Friday marked a daring
attempt  at  the  sixth  coup,
with soldiers  marching
against  President  Recep
Tayyip  Erdogan  and  his
ruling Justice and Develop-
ment  Party,  known as  the
A.K.P.

Nestled within the
heart of this remarkable na-
tion is a constitutional secu-
lar state, a unique blend of
history  and modernity.
Turkey,  with  more  than
ninety-five  percent  of  its
population adhering to the
Muslim  faith,  carries  the
legacy of once being the seat
of a mighty Islamic empire.
Throughout its storied his-
tory,  the Turkish  military
has  often  stood  as  a  stal-
wart guardian, shielding the
cherished principles of
secularism and the Consti-
tution, diligently preserving
the vision  of  its  founding
father, Mustafa Kemal
Atatürk.

Turkey  also  shares  a
profound  connection with
the  Indian  subcontinent,
which  reviews  the  com-

plexities  of  Muslim  iden-
tity. As time flowed on, the
dynamics of Muslim iden-
tity in India underwent sig-
nificant  transformations.
Following the reign of Shah
Alam II, a practice emerged
that held deep symbolism -
the recitation of  the name
of the Ottoman caliph dur-
ing the Khutba, the Friday
sermon.  This  seemingly
subtle act  signified  a pro-
found  shift  in  perception,
indicating that the mantle of
safeguarding and defending
the Muslim community in
India had passed from the
Mughal emperor to the Ot-
toman Caliph, the spiritual
leader of the Ottoman Em-
pire.

The passage of a cen-
tury  has  borne witness  to
Turkey’s remarkable meta-
morphosis  into  a  regional
powerhouse, replete with a
robust economy and a rich
cultural heritage. It stands
as a dynamic and influen-
tial global player.

The transformation of
Turkey’s  economic  land-
scape across  the past cen-
tury is nothing short of ex-
traordinary.  Its  commit-
ment to diversification, in-
novation,  and  visionary
leadership has catapulted it
into the echelons of emerg-
ing economic giants. Strad-
dling the continents of Eu-
rope  and Asia,  Turkey’s
strategic geographical posi-
tion has amplified its global
significance. Embarking on
ambitious endeavors such as
Vision 2023,  Turkey  is
poised to continue its jour-
ney toward becoming one of
the world’s leading econo-
mies by its centennial anni-
versary.  While  the  path
ahead  is  laden with  chal-
lenges,  it  also  brims  with
opportunities  for  further
progress, stability, and pros-
perity.

Over the course of the
century,  Turkey has borne
witness to a remarkable eco-
nomic transformation. This
evolution has been marked
by diversification,  innova-
tion, and technological ad-
vancement  across  various
sectors.  In  recent  years,
Turkey  has  been  ardently
working towards establish-
ing itself as a regional hub

across a spectrum of fields,
encompassing  finance,
manufacturing, tourism, and
agriculture, to name a few.
Its geographical location at
the  crossroads  of  Europe
and Asia has conferred upon
it a unique advantage, facili-
tating international trade and
beckoning  foreign  invest-
ments. Under the sagacious
leadership of  President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Turkey has embarked on a
series of comprehensive re-
forms  aimed  at  fortifying
economic growth and stabil-
ity. Initiatives like the Vision
2023 plan, unveiled in 2011,
have set audacious targets,
envisaging Turkey as one of
the world’s top  ten econo-
mies by its centennial anni-
versary. These reforms have
fostered  an  environment
conducive to foreign direct
investment, nurturing both
domestic and  international
trade.

This  journey  is  noth-
ing  short  of  miraculous.
Turkey’s  path  to  progress
is emblematic of relentless
pursuit  -  of  growth,  mod-
ernization, and diversifica-
tion. It has transitioned from
a  primarily  agrarian
economy into a dynamic and
multifaceted one.

Diversification stands
at the heart of Turkey’s eco-
nomic prowess. The nation
has been unwavering in its
promotion  of  innovation
and technological advance-
ment across a spectrum of
industries.  This  strategic
approach has enabled Tur-
key  to  diversify  its  eco-
nomic  foundation,  tran-
scending traditional sectors
and embracing novel oppor-
tunities.

In  recent  times,  Tur-
key has been zealously en-
deavoring to establish itself
as a regional hub, spanning
various sectors from finance
and manufacturing to tour-
ism and agriculture. Its geo-
graphical juncture at the in-
tersection  of  Europe  and
Asia has  played  a  pivotal
role in its regional ascent.

Turkey’s unique  geo-
graphical position bestows
a strategic advantage, bridg-
ing two continents and serv-
ing as an ideal conduit  for
international  trade.  This

geographic  centrality  has
enticed businesses  and  in-
vestors  eager  to  leverage
Turkey’s role as a gateway
to both Europe and Asia.

The visionary  leader-
ship  of  President  Recep
Tayyip  Erdogan  has  been
instrumental  in  steering
Turkey’s economic transfor-
mation. His administration
has championed  far-reach-
ing reforms aimed at enhanc-
ing  economic growth  and
stability. The  commitment
to creating an environment
conducive  to  investment
and innovation remains un-
wavering.

Among  the most  no-
table milestones in Turkey’s
recent  economic history  is
the inception of the Vision
2023  plan  in  2011.  This
ambitious  plan  laid  out  a
series of goals and targets for
Turkey to attain by its cen-
tennial  anniversary.  These
targets spanned an array of
economic facets, from GDP
growth to foreign trade, in-
frastructure development to
educational and healthcare
reforms.

Central  to  Turkey’s
economic transformation is
its prowess in attracting for-
eign direct investment. The
Vision 2023 plan, coupled
with other reform initiatives,
has  nurtured  an  environ-
ment that is alluring to in-
ternational enterprises. This
has precipitated a surge in
foreign investments, fueling
economic  growth  and  job
creation.

Moreover,  Turkey’s
economic evolution is under-
scored by a substantial  in-
crease in both domestic and
international  trade.  The
nation’s enhanced infrastruc-
ture, streamlined trade regu-
lations,  and  strategic geo-
graphical position have ren-
dered it an attractive desti-
nation for businesses seek-
ing to expand their markets.

While Turkey’s  eco-
nomic  progress  is  indeed
commendable,  it  has  not
been devoid of challenges.
Economic  stability  and
growth have, at times, been
juxtaposed with the need to
address issues such as infla-
tion, fiscal deficits, and cur-
rency  fluctuations.  How-
ever, the nation’s leadership

remains  steadfast  in  their
commitment to surmounting
these challenges and pursu-
ing opportunities for further
growth.

Pakistan, a nation  in-
tertwined with Turkey
through deep-rooted histori-
cal  and  cultural  ties,  has
played an integral role in this
journey  of  progress.  The
bilateral  relationship  be-
tween these two nations has
burgeoned  over  the  years,
encapsulating various  sec-
tors,  including  trade,  de-
fense, education, and cultural
exchange.

Pakistan  and  Turkey
have  joined hands  in a
plethora of initiatives, forg-
ing closer economic ties. The
Pakistan-Turkey Free Trade
Agreement, inked in 2013,
has played a pivotal role in
augmenting  the volume of
trade between  the  two na-
tions, with a shared aspira-
tion to reach $5 billion by
2023. Furthermore, collabo-
rative projects  such as  the
Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad
(ITI)  train  service  and  the
Pakistan-Turkey  Cultural
Year have fortified people-
to-people  interactions  and
deepened  cultural  under-
standing  between  the  two
nations.

Turkish businesses
have  made  substantial  in-
vestments in Pakistan, sig-
nificantly contributing to its
economic  development.
Turkish  companies  have
played a pivotal role in di-
verse sectors, including con-
struction,  energy,  telecom-
munications,  and  textiles,
imparting valuable expertise
and  creating  employment
opportunities  for  the Paki-
stani workforce.

Furthermore,  educa-
tional and cultural exchanges
have cemented the bond be-
tween Turkey and Pakistan.
Countless scholarships, ex-
change programs, and cul-
tural festivals have offered
opportunities  for  students
and citizens from both na-
tions to immerse themselves
in each other’s rich heritage,
thus fostering enduring ties.

As Turkey commemo-
rates its extraordinary cen-
tenary,  we  find  ourselves
compelled  to  applaud  the
nation’s unwavering dedica-

tion to socio-economic ad-
vancement. In this remark-
able journey, Turkey’s part-
nership with Pakistan
emerges as a shining exem-
plar,  epitomizing  the  im-
mense power  latent within
robust international bonds.

With  an  unshakable
sense  of  purpose,  Turkey
boldly embarks on its next
century,  poised  to  achieve
even greater feats. Turkey’s
epic journey of a century is
a guiding light, not just for
its  people  but  for  nations
worldwide.  It  stands as an
enduring  testament  to  the
extraordinary outcomes that
arise from unwavering dedi-
cation  to  progress,  socio-
economic growth, and inter-
national  cooperation.  The
luminous  torch of  inspira-
tion  ignited  by  Turkey’s
journey  reaches  far  and
wide, casting a hopeful glow
on  what  can  be  achieved
when vision, determination,
and unity converge.

Today, Turkey  stands
as a vibrant tapestry of di-
versity  and  dynamism,  a
bridge  between  two  conti-
nents, effortlessly weaving
together a mosaic of cultures.
With a thriving economy, a
youthful population, and a
strategically vital geopoliti-
cal  position,  Turkey
emerges as  a pivotal  force
on the global stage. Its role
in regional politics, acting as
a vital link between Europe
and Asia,  remains  pivotal.
Turkey  continues  to  be  a
key  influencer  in  interna-
tional  affairs,  shaping  the
destinies  of nations  while
cherishing its rich heritage.

The leadership of
Turkey,  rooted  in  an  un-
shakable belief in the en-
chanting power of dreams,
unwavering dedication  to
progress, and an unyield-
ing commitment to moder-
nity, stands as an enduring
testament  to  the  limitless
potential  residing  within
the hearts and souls of the
Turkish  people  and  the
great nation they proudly
call home.

The writer is a Senior
Media Consultant based
in Peshawar. Can reach
him at
syeed.gilani@gmail.com

Finding the ‘missing’
Over  the  last  two  decades  —  and  counting  —
Pakistan has seen many of its citizens go ‘miss-
ing’, a euphemism for enforced disappearances
believed to have been carried out by the state.

Individuals  have  been  targeted  across  the
country,  hauled  away  with  no  recourse  to  due
process. In many cases, there is no news of their
whereabouts for months, even years.

Even  though  the  highest  court  of  the  land
has criticised this despicable practice, elements
within the state have refused to abandon it. Those
suspected  of  having  separatist  sympathies  in
Balochistan and Sindh, or seen as religiously in-
spired  militants  as  well  as  political  cadres  and
activists, have all been ‘disappeared’.

The latest to be added to this list are leaders
and  supporters  of  the PTI,  who have  faced  the
state’s wrath in the aftermath of the May 9 vio-
lence.

Many  of  these  individuals,  after  being  off
the radar for weeks or months, have resurfaced to
address press  conferences or make TV appear-
ances to denounce their erstwhile party in what
can only be described as a tragicomic spectacle.

In this regard, lawyer Aitzaz Ahsan has filed
a petition in the Supreme Court asking the latter
to direct provincial governments to provide lists
of  missing  persons,  and  identify  those  behind
their disappearance.

It  is  hoped  this effort  succeeds where  sev-
eral past  endeavours have  failed,  including  the
SC-mandated Commission of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances.

It is crucial for the state to investigate such
cases, especially as ‘short-term disappearances’
have picked up pace over the recent past. But it
is  also  essential  that  aggrieved  parties,  for  ex-
ample the PTI, provide lists of missing support-
ers so that these can be tallied with official num-
bers and be probed. Moreover, the missing per-
sons of Balochistan, KP and other peripheral ar-
eas  should not be  forgotten. The  interim prime
minister recently told a foreign media outlet that
there were only 50 missing people in Balochistan
according to UN figures. This is a classic example
of  denialism  that  nearly all  ruling  set-ups have
indulged  in,  for,  according  to  the  missing  per-
sons’ commission’s own figures,  the number of
the missing  from Balochistan  is  over  450.  It  is
these attitudes that must change for enforced dis-
appearances  to  end. As  the  petition  has  high-
lighted, some key questions need to be answered
by the state: where have the missing been held?
Under which law were they detained? Why were
they not produced before the courts? It is hoped
that  the  SC  can  instruct  the  authorities  to  pro-
vide satisfactory answers to these queries. More-
over, there is also merit in the petition’s observa-
tion that the current commission on missing per-
sons “does not adequately comply with legal and
international  standards”.
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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman leading a rally on eve of Kashmir Black
Day organized by Information and Culture Department.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali and
Caretaker Chief Minister Muhammad Azam Khan talking with mediamen
on eve of Kashmir Black Day in front of Governor House.

Punjab, Sindh CMs inspects work
on Rawalpindi Ring Road project

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Caretaker  Punjab Chief
Minister  Mohsin  Naqvi
along with Caretaker Sindh
Chief  Minister  Maqbool
Baqar on Friday visited the
Rawalpindi Ring  Road
Project to review progress
of the construction work.

Chief Minister Naqvi
appreciated the
Commissioner Rawalpindi
and Frontier Works
Organization over  their
performance.

The work on the
project should be
completed swiftly, he said
and directed the
authorities to provide
necessary project drawings

to NESPAK  as  soon  as
possible.The  Sinch  CM
appreciated  the  ongoing
projects in Punjab,
especially the construction
work of Rawalpindi Ring
Road.He said the problems
being faced by  the
commuters in Karachi
could be resolved through
the Lyari Expressway and
Karachi Circular Railway
projects.

Mohsin Naqvi
offered full support of the
Punjab government to his
Sindh  counterpart  in  the
execution of different
projects in the province.

CM Naqvi drove  the
vehicle himself and

inspected  the  project  site
with the Sindh chief
minister.

They  also  reviewed
the progress of the project
at Union Council Trahia.

In order  to  speed up
the work on the Ring Road,
CM Naqvi  directed  the
authorities to use
additional  road  leveling
machinery  at  the  project
site.He said the
Rawalpindi Ring Road was
an important  project  of
public interest and all-out
efforts should be made to
complete it before the
stipulated time frame.

He directed the
authorities to ensure

construction  work  on  the
project  in  three  shifts  so
that  the  targets  could  be
achieved as soon as
possible.

The completion of
Ring Road would
permanently  resolve  the
traffic congestion problem
in Rawalpindi and
Islamabad, Mohsin Naqvi
added.Both the chief
ministers also had an aerial
view of the ongoing work
on the entire road.

The  FWO  officials,
during a briefing, informed
the CM that six-lane
Rawalpindi Ring  Road
would be 38.3 kilometers
long.

Governor urges world
community to check

atrocities against Kashmiris
LAHORE (APP):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman has said the
international  community
should play  its role  in
checking  Indian  army’s
atrocities against innocent
Kashmiris.

Addressing a
ceremony  in  connection
with  the  Kashmir  Black
Day at Alhamra hall here
on Friday, he said durable
peace could not be
established in the
Subcontinent without
resolving the Kashmir
issue, urging the

international  community
to  pay  attention to  just
solution  to  Kashmir  and
Palestine issues so that the
future of  the world  could
be  secured.The  Kashmir
Black  Day  is  marked  to
condemn illegal occupation
of Kashmir by  the  Indian
occupying forces on
October 27, 1947 and the
ceremony was held under
the auspices of the Punjab
Information  and  Culture
Department.

Balighur Rahman also
inaugurated a photo
exhibition at Alhamra Art
Gallery and  led  a  rally  to

mark the black day. He said
today  people  of  Pakistan
and Kashmiri people living
in the world are observing
Kashmir Black Day against
India’s invasion and
occupation  of  Jammu  &
Kashmir  on  October  27,
1947.

He  said  the  purpose
of  observing  the day  was
to draw the attention of the
international  community
to  the  Indian  occupation
and oppression of
Kashmiris so that the
oppressed  Kashmiris  get
their right to self-
determination.

World peace hinges on
Kashmir and Palestine
resolution: Feroze Shah
Independent Report

PESHAWAR: To
express un waver ing
support and solidarity
with people of Occupied
Kashmir , t he Chief
Min is ter o f Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, the
Go vernor o f Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa, and
members of the caretaker
cabinet came together to
lead a solidarity rally in
Peshawar on October
27. Imtiaz  Iqbal Wani,
th e Info rmat ion

Secretary  of All Parties
Huriyat Conference, also
attended the rally.

Following  the  rally,
Wani  convened  a  special
meeting with Khyber
P a k h t u n k h w a ’ s
Information Minister,
Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel, to extend
heartfelt  appreciation  to
the  Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
government and its people
for  their  resolute  support
of the oppressed Kashmiri
population.

KP Governor, CM led central
protest rally condemning India’s

illegal annexation of IIOJK
PESHAWAR  (APP):  The
central protest rally led by
KP Governor Haji Ghulam
Ali  and  caretaker  Chief
Minister, Muhammad
Azam Khan here on Friday
strongly  condemned an
illegal annexation of Indian
illegally Occupied Jummu
and  Kashmir  (IIOJK)  by
India on October 27, 1947.

The rally attended by
people  from  all  walks  of
life,  was  started  from  the
Chief Minister Secretariat
and culminated at
Governor House Peshawar.

Besides  others,  the
rally was also attended by

the  caretaker  ministers,
advisers,  officials,  civil
society  and  students  in
large number.

The participants
holding placards and
banners  condemned  state
terrorism,  human  rights
abuses  and  repression  at
IIOJK and expressed
solidarity with the
oppressed  Kashmiris  of
the held valley.

The rally  also
condemned the illegal
revoking  of  the  special
status of  IIOJK  by  the
fascist  Modi  regime  on
August 5, 2019 and human

rights  violations at  the
occupied  territory.

The  rally  urged  the
United  Nations  Security
Council  to  implement  its
resolutions on Kashmir and
press the Modi
government  to  give  the
right of self-determination
to Kashmiris as promised
to them by UNO.

The road to peace in
South Asia  was  passing
through Kashmir and
resolution of  this long
lingering  issue  was  must
for lasting peace in the held
valley. Later, the rally was
dispersed peacefully.

13 dead, 1,320 injured
in Punjab road accidents

Independent Report
LAHORE: At least 13
people were  killed and
1,320 others  injured  in
1,228  road  accidents  in
Punjab during the  last 24
hours. As  many  as  669
people with serious
injuries  were  shifted  to
different  hospitals,  while
651  with  minor  injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

The data analysis
showed that 629 drivers, 41
underage drivers, 162
pedestrians, and 542
passengers were among the
victims  of  road  crashes.

The  statistics  show  that
277 accidents were
reported in Lahore, which
affected 301 people,
placing the provincial
capital  at  top  of  the  list,
followed by  95 in
Faisalabad with 103
victims and at third Multan
with 81  accidents  and 75
victims.

According to the
data, 1,043 motorbikes, 85
auto-rickshaws, 138
motorcars,  33 vans,  13
passenger buses, 21 trucks
and 111 other  types  of
vehicles and slow-moving
carts were involved in these
road accidents.

Arshad pledges support
for legal community

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Justice,
retired Syed Arshad
Hussain Shah, the caretaker
minister for Law  and
Human  Rights  in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, has
reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to addressing the concerns
of the legal community as
a top priority. He
encouraged  unity  within
the  Bar Association  and
emphasized the importance

of resolving any
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s
between the legal bar and
the judiciary.  Justice Shah
stressed the need to
prioritize respect for both
the bar and the bench,
acknowledging  the pivotal
role  that  lawyers  play  in
upholding the rule of law and
delivering  justice.  These
statements were made during
the oath-taking ceremony for
the newly elected cabinet of
the District Bar Association.

CS condemns
forcible Indian

occupation
of IIOJK

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Secretary  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Nadeem
Aslam  Chaudhry  here  on
Friday condemned forcible
Indian occupation of
IIOJK.

He  said  the  right  to
self-determination of
Kashmiris  could not  be
suppressed through use of
force.  Since the occupation
of Kashmir on October 27,
1947.

EU summit turns its eyes away from
Ukraine despite a commitment to

stay the course with Zelenskyy

China nudges
Mongolia to

join Eurasian
security bloc
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: Chinese Premier
Li  Qiang  said China  will
boost  its  cooperation  with
Mongolia under a Eurasian
security  bloc,  which  this
year admitted its ninth mem-
ber Iran, gently nudging its
smaller neighbour to join a
regional group that also in-
cludes  Russia.  Mongolia
has refrained from joining
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) for al-
most two decades, choos-
ing to be an observer state
since  2004  even  as  other
nations.

EU leaders urge
pauses in Gaza

bombing to get aid in

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: It was a good
thing Ukrainian Prime Min-
ister Volodymyr Zelenskyy
had  his  videoconference
address  to  the  European
Union  summit  pre-slotted
for the opening session.

Immediately  after-
ward, EU leaders switched
off and went to the order of
the day  — the Israel-
Hamas war.

They  didn’t come
back to the issue of Russia’s
war in Ukraine again before
Friday’s closing day of the
summit.

After dominating
summit after summit since
Moscow  launched  a  full-

scale invasion of Ukraine on
Feb.  24,  2022,  the  timing
alone, anecdotal as it was,
underscored a deeper real-
ity: Zelenskyy will be fac-
ing tougher times to get all
the attention and political,
economic and military aid
that Ukraine wants.

Not  only  in  Europe
too,  since  the  new  U.S.
House Speaker Mike
Johnson  has  shown  little
interest in providing addi-
tional  money  from  Con-
gress  to  support  Ukraine
and  also  said  that  now  is
the  moment “we must
stand  with  our  important
ally in the Middle East and
that’s Israel.”

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS:  EU  leaders
called on Thursday  for
pauses  in  Israeli  bombing
and Hamas rocket attacks to
get  humanitarian  aid  into
Gaza after days of wrangling
that  highlighted  divisions
within  the  bloc  over  the
broader  Israel-Palestinian
conflict.  In  a  declaration
agreed at a summit in Brus-
sels,  the  leaders  of  the
Union’s  27 nations  ex-
pressed the “gravest concern
for the deteriorating humani-
tarian situation in Gaza”.

They called for “con-
tinued, rapid, safe and un-
hindered humanitarian  ac-
cess and aid to reach those
in need through all necessary
measures including humani-
tarian corridors and pauses
for humanitarian needs”.

The summit was  the
leaders’  first in-person
meeting since  the deadly
Oct. 7 assault on Israel by
Palestinian militant group
Hamas,  which  prompted
Israel to bombard and
blockade Hamas-run
Gaza.

And it’s not only geo-
politics  creeping  up on
Ukraine. EU politics too are
no longer as kind to
Zelenskyy.

“Ukraine is one of the
most  corrupt  countries  in
the  world,”  new  Slovak
Prime Minister Robert Fico
said when he assessed the
summit  on  his  Facebook
page on Friday.

After  the  summit,  he
added:  “we  are  ready  to
help, but not militarily, be-
cause I do not believe in a
military  solution  of  this
conflict  in Ukraine.”  But
military  victory  ahead  of
peace is the most precious
thing to Zelenskyy.

People rescue a survivor from the rubble of a building destroyed during
Israeli bombardment in Khan Yunis.

After finding south no
safer, Gazans head

back north
Monitoring Desk

KHAN YUNIS: When Is-
rael warned civilians to leave
northern Gaza,  Rahma
Saqallah and her family fled
south.  But  after  Israeli
bombs killed her husband
and  three  of her  children,
she decided  to  head  back
home.

“Wherever we go, we
will die,” Saqallah said, as
she  prepared  to  leave  the
city of Khan Yunis, in the
south of the territory to re-
turn to Gaza City with her
surviving child.

She is among roughly
600,000  Palestinians  who
went  south  in  response  to
Israel’s warning  to evacu-
ate “for your own safety”.

But  repeated  deadly
strikes on the south of the
territory  in recent  days
have  prompted  30,000  of
the displaced to head back
home, according to UN fig-
ures.

Many  were in any
case struggling to find shel-
ter  in Khan Yunis,  an  al-

ready  densely  populated
city  which has been

swamped by  the  influx of
families fleeing the north.

Israel expects ‘long’ ground
war in Gaza to destroy

Hamas and its many tunnels
Monitoring Desk

DEIR AL-BALAH: Israel expects to launch a long and
difficult ground offensive into Gaza soon to destroy
Hamas, the country’s defense minister said Friday, de-
scribing a campaign that will require dismantling a
vast network of tunnels used by the territory’s militant
rulers.

Defense Minister Yoav Gallant spoke to a small
group of foreign reporters in Tel Aviv after Israeli forces
backed by fighter jets and drones carried out a second,
limited ground raid into Gaza in as many days, strik-
ing the outskirts of Gaza City.

Gallant said the ground invasion that follows
weeks of airstrikes “will take a long time,” and that it
would lead to another lengthy phase of lower-intensity
fighting, as Israel destroys ”pockets of resistance.”

In a sign of rising tensions in the region, U.S.
warplanes struck targets in eastern Syria that the
Pentagon said were linked to Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard after a string of attacks on American forces,
and two mysterious objects hit towns in Egypt’s Sinai
Peninsula.

Blinken, Wang meet as
US-China gear up towards
expected leaders summit
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: U.S. Sec-
retary  of  State  Antony
Blinken and China’s top dip-
lomat Wang Yi reconvened for
a second day of meetings on
Friday as the two rival pow-
ers discuss how to manage
differences  while  laying
groundwork for an expected
summit between  President
Joe Biden and his counter-
part Xi Jinping. Wang arrived
at the State Department late
on Thursday and held a meet-
ing with Blinken  followed
by a dinner. The two diplo-
mats engaged again on Fri-
day morning, sitting across
from each other  at  a  wide
table with their senior aides
before journalists were ush-

ered out of the closed-door
meeting.

Wang is set to head to
the White House and meet
with U.S. National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan later
on  Friday. He  is  also  ex-
pected to speak with
Biden, although it is unclear
how substantial their inter-
action will be.

Wang’s three-day visit
is the latest in a flurry of dip-
lomatic  engagements  be-
tween China and  the U.S.,
and  the  trip primarily  is  to
prepare for an expected Xi-
Biden summit in November
on the sidelines of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion leaders meeting in San
Francisco.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the State
Department in Washington, U.S.

Palestinians plead ‘stop the
bombs’ at UN meeting but Israel

insists Hamas must be ‘obliterated’
Monitoring Desk

UNITED NATIONS:
“Stop the bombs and save
lives!” the Palestinian am-
bassador  pleaded at an
emotional  U.N.  meeting
Thursday  on  the  war  in
Gaza.  But  Israel’s  envoy
was  adamant,  declaring
again, “We will not rest un-
til Hamas is obliterated.”

The  war  sparked  by
Gaza’s Hamas rulers’ surprise
attacks on  Israel  on Oct.  7
played out in the vast hall of
the 193-nation General As-
sembly, where Arab nations
expected  to adopt a  resolu-
tion Friday calling for an im-
mediate cease-fire in Gaza af-
ter the Security Council’s four
failed attempts to agree on any
action.

At the assembly’s re-
sumed emergency  special
session on Israeli actions in
the  Palestinian  territories
Thursday,  speaker  after

speaker  backed  the Arab
resolution’s cease-fire call
— except for Israel’s U.N.
Ambassador Gilad  Erdan,
who told  the 193-member
world  body,  “A  cease-fire
means giving Hamas time to
rearm  itself,  so  they  can
massacre us again.”

After  quoting  several
Hamas  statements  vowing
to  destroy  Israel  and  the
Jews, he said, “Any call for
a cease-fire is not an attempt
at peace. It is an attempt to
tie Israel’s hands, prevent-
ing us  from eliminating  a
huge threat to our citizens.”

On another key  issue
— the more than 220 hos-
tages  taken  from Israel  —
Iran’s foreign minister said
Hamas is ready to release ci-
vilian prisoners, and he said
the international community
must take responsibility for
releasing 6,000 Palestinian
prisoners held in Israel.

US military says Chinese fighter
jet came within 10 feet of B-52
bomber over South China Sea
Monitoring Desk

BANGKOK: A  Chinese
fighter jet came within 10
feet  of  an American B-52
bomber  flying  over  the
South  China  Sea,  nearly
causing an accident, the U.S.
military said, underscoring
the potential  for a mishap
as  both  countries  vie  for
influence in the region.

In  the night  intercept,
the Shenyang J-11 twin-en-
gine fighter closed on the U.S.
Air Force plane at an “uncon-
trolled excessive speed, fly-
ing below,  in  front of,  and
within 10 feet of  the B-52,
putting both aircraft in dan-
ger of a collision,” the U.S.
Indo-Pacific Command said in
a  statement  released  late
Thursday. “We are concerned
this pilot was unaware of how

close he came  to causing a
collision,” the military said.

China’s Foreign Min-
istry put the blame on the
U.S., suggesting the Ameri-
can aircraft was flying over
the  South China  Sea  as  a
deliberate provocation.

“The  U.S.  military
planes  traveled  thousands
of miles  to  China’s  door-
step  to  flex muscle,”  said
Foreign  Ministry  spokes-
woman Mao Ning.

“That is the source of
maritime  and  air  security
risks, and is not conducive
to regional peace and sta-
bility.”  The U.S.  military
said  in  its  statement  that
the aircraft was “lawfully
conducting routine opera-
tions” ahead of  the  inter-
cept  Tuesday.

27 killed after
hurricane

lashes Mexico
Monitoring Desk

ACAPULCO:  Hurri–cane
Otis killed at least  27
people as it  lashed
Mexico’s beach resort city
of Acapulco as a scale-top-
ping category 5 storm, of-
ficials said on Thursday, in
what residents called a “to-
tal  disaster.”  The  storm
crashed into Acapulco with
furious winds of 165 miles
(270 kilometres) per hour,
largely cutting off commu-
nications  and  road  links
with the region.

President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador ar-
rived  at  the  scene  late  on
Wednesday,  after his  con-
voy  found  roads  blocked
by landslides and other de-
bris, forcing top officials to
abandon their vehicles and
walk  the  final  miles.  The
closures meant  some resi-
dents  slogged  for  hours
through mud and debris in
an attempt to find food and
shelter.
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ISLAMABAD: Activists of All Party Hurriyat Conference in Islamabad under the auspices of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Cell protest demonstration outside the United
Nations Military Observer Group on the occasion of October 27 Black Day.

QUETTA: Caretaker provincial minister for in-
formation Jan Achakzai addressing on the occa-
sion of Kashmir Black Day.

QUETTA: Director NAB (Balochistan) Dr. Muhammad Rashid addressing a seminar “Students Role in
Elimination of Corruption” organized by NUML Quetta

CHAMAN: Provincial President Awami National
Party Asghar Khan Achakzai addressing partici-
pants of protest sit-in

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Finance Minister Amjad Rasheed presiding over a meeting regarding
financial affairs of public sector university of Balochistan

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Ministers Amjad Rasheed, Jamal Raisani
and Advisor Danish Lango meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar

KABUL: Head of Mission, Ambassador, Ubaid Ur
Rehman Nizamani addressing on the occasion of
Kashmir Black Day at Pakistan Embassy.

President directs varsity to
accommodate student who missed
degree course due to COVID-19

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi  on
Friday  asked Air  Univer-
sity to reconsider the case
of granting one additional
year to its student for com-
pleting her degree which as
she was unable to complete
the remaining courses due
to suffering from COVID-
19. He expressed displea-
sure that the university did
not timely process her case,
despite the fact that Higher
Education Commission
(HEC)’s Policy and Univer-
sity Regulations  provided
for  remedies  to resolve
such issues by granting ex-
tension.

He said that there was
no reason for the university

to deviate from the HEC’s
policy  and  recommenda-
tions, stating that instead of
rectifying  its  maladminis-
tration, the university sub-
mitted a representation be-
fore the President without
realizing its implications in
respect of public exchequer
and wastage of  study
timeline of its student.

He  advised  the Air
University  to  not  let  the
student’s  devotion,  hard
work, and money go waste
and take measures to help
and  guide  students,  espe-
cially in the case of women.

The  president  gave
these directions  while  de-
ciding  upon  a  representa-
tion filed by Air University

against  the  order  of  the
Wafaqi Mohtasib directing
it to place Ms Iqra Munir’s
case before the University
Functional  Committee
(UFC) and reconsider it for
allowing her one more year
to complete her BS degree.

As  per  details,  Iqra
Munir  (the  complainant)
had filed a complaint before
the Wafaqi Mohtasib alleg-
ing that she was a student
of  Bachelor  of  Science
(Hons)  in Psychology
Programme  in  one  of  the
colleges affiliated with the
Air  University. According
to her,  due  to Covid pan-
demic, she could not com-
plete her degree in 2020.

She  approached  the

university to allow her for
completion of her degree but
she was advised to contact
HEC for grant of an addi-
tional year to complete her
studies.

Later,  HEC  advised
that the competent author-
ity of the University to re-
consider her case for exten-
sion  keeping  in  view  her
medical  history  and  the
provisions already available
in HEC Policy and Univer-
sity Regulations.

However, after a lapse
of  one  year  she  was  not
given the extension.

Feeling aggrieved, she
approached the  Wafaqi
Mohtasib, who passed the
order in her favour.

AJK PM PM urges world to
help resolve Kashmir issue
in line with  UN resolutions

MIRPUR  [AJK]
(APP):Azad Jammu Kash-
mir  Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq on
Friday  urged  the  interna-
tional  community  to  play
its  due  role  in helping  to
resolve the lingering Kash-
mir issue peacefully in ac-
cordance with the UN Se-
curity Council resolutions.

In a statement  issued
on the eve of the black day
observed on Friday against
the Indian invasion of Kash-
mir on this day 76 years ago
in 1947, Haq said that In-
dia has turned the held ter-
ritory  into  a military  can-
tonment where people have
been deprived of their ba-
sic rights.

Terming October 27 as
one of the darkest chapters

of Kashmir history,   Azad
Jammu Kashmir Prime
Minister Chaudhry Anwar
ul Haq said  that it was on
this day in 1947 when In-
dia  landed  its  troops  at
Srinagar Airport and occu-
pied  the  state  forcibly  in
violation  of  international
law.

He said that the move,
which was  rightly  con-
demned as an act of aggres-
sion, had pushed the entire
region into the throes of in-
stability and perpetual vio-
lence.

He  said  that  it  was
quite  unfortunate  that  the
United  Nations  and  other
international human rights
organizations have failed to
stop human rights violations
and atrocities inflicted upon

Kashmiris  by  the  Indian
occupation forces.

Referring  to  the  at-
tempted annexation of the
state by the Modi govern-
ment,  the PM said  that  in
stark  contrast  to  the  UN
resolutions  on  Kashmir,
India’s fascist regime led by
Modi wrapped up the
region’s  political  system,
imposed  a  crippling  siege
on  the  state,  detained  the
political  leadership  of  all
hues and shades, dissolved
the  state  and  reduced  its
status to a union territory.

Terming it as a glaring
example of high-handedness
on  the  part  of  the  Indian
government, he said that the
move was an atrocious as-
sault on the Kashmiris’ cul-
tural and political identity.

No power on earth can
crush Kashmiris struggle

for freedom: Solangi

China, Pak forge strong
education partnership

at CACIE Forum

Samina Zehri says:
Indian tactics to crush
Kashmiris struggle for

self-determination failed
Independent Report

QUETTA:  Central  Vice
President Balochistan
Awami Party, Senator
Samina Mumtaz  Zehri  on
Friday  said  the  people  of
Indian  Illegally  Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) were resisting ev-
ery conspiracy of India.

In a statement regard-
ing the Black Day against
the  Indian  occupation  of
IIOJK, she said Indian con-
spiracies  and tactics  to
crush the struggle for self-
determination of Kashmiris
have failed.

The cases of extra-ju-
dicial killings in IIOJK have
increased to an alarming ex-
tent, she deplored, adding

India is plotting to change
its demography.

The  Kashmiris  were
struggling to gain indepen-
dence  and  were  resisting
every conspiracy by India.

Zehri  said  that  Paki-
stan  has  always  exposed
the  Indian  brutalities  and
atrocities, and the struggle
will continue until the right
to  self-determination is
achieved, she added.

She stressed the sup-
port of the movement of the
oppressed  Kashmiris  for
the right to self-determina-
tion will be voiced in every
forum.  Pakistan  has  pre-
sented the dossier related to
Indian  brutal  actions  in
IIOJK before the world.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting  Murtaza  Solangi
said on Friday  that  no
power on earth could crush
the Kashmiris  freedom
movement, who were
struggling  for  the  right  to
self-determination  prom-
ised by none other than the
United Nations  in  its sev-
eral resolutions.

Addressing  the  par-
ticipants  of  a  rally  orga-
nized here marking October
27,  the black  day  to  pro-
test  against  Indian  illegal
occupation of  the then

princely state in 1947.
The minister said

that  the history  of  op-
pression of the Kashmiri
people spanned over cen-
turies.

He  said  that  on  this
day in 1947,  India landed
its  troops  in  the valley  in
violation  of  international
law.

He lamented the cham-
pions of human rights and
democracy, who raise their
voice against any injustice
across  the  world were  si-
lent over the Kashmiri geno-
cide at the hands of Indian
occupation forces.

Notified by the ECP

PMAP under leadership of
Mahmood Achakzai is a
registered political party

QUETTA  (PR):
Pashtunkhwa Mili Awami
party  in  its  press  release,
issued from the central sec-
retariat of the party, stated
that the petition filed by the
expelled  members  of  the
party  has  been  dismissed
by the honorable Islamabad
High Court. Earlier, the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan, Peshawar High Court,
and  other  civilian  courts
have given decisions in fa-
vor of  PkMAP.
Pashtunkhwa Mili Awami
Party, under the leadership
of  Mahmood Khan
Achakzai,  is  a  registered
political  party notified  by
the ECP. Issuing the state-
ments of the expelled ele-
ments of the party as party

statements  is  a  clear-cut
violation  of  the  laws  and
rules of ECP. Issuing their
statements  as  party  state-
ments on print, electronic,
and social media is a crimi-
nal  act  and  a violation  of
ethical  and  moral  values.
Pashtunkhwa Mili Awami
Party hereby informs print
and  electronic  media  that
after the decisions of ECP,
Peshawar High Court,
Islamabad high court, and
other  civilian  courts  they
should respect the decision
of honorable courts and do
not issue the statements of
the  expelled  elements  as
party  statements,  other-
wise,  Pashtunkhwa  Mili
Awami Party holds the right
to take legal actions.

Asghar Achakzai lauds
people for holding
peaceful protest

By Sardar Khondai 
CHAMAN:  Provincial
President  of Awami  Na-
tional  Party Asghar  Khan
Achakzai has  said  that no
hospitality  should be
shown to Afghans. Afghans
are living with their Afghans
on their own land at the ex-
pense  of Afghans.  Those
who gave the title of Lion
of Islam and Mujahideen to
the Afghans  who  became
the  owners  of  the  islands
and huts are calling them a
burden today.

Khan’s heirs have not
been a part of any Afghan
hostile action, from digging
trenches  to  laying  barbed
wire, from introducing the
corridor  system  to  install-
ing gates, so people come
with  you  and  offer  a  few
words.

Khan Achakzai
Shaheed Asad Khan
Achakzai was martyred in
this  way  even  today  this
gathering of thousands will
be  a  witness  that Awami
National Party will find us
side by side as long as your
demands are not accepted

in  front  of  these  helpless
orphans but the darkness of
night in a besieged fort.

I  will  not  participate
in the negotiations and ne-
gotiations and will not be
responsible  for  its  results.
I congratulate  all  my
friends,  political  activists
and  the  brave  people  of
Chaman  for  the  peaceful
conduct of Jam Ghafir dem-
onstration.

Addressing  the  pro-
test  sit-in  of All  Parties
Tajer Laghari Ittehad near
the  line,  in  which  thou-
sands  of  people  partici-
pated, Asghar Khan
Achakzai,  the  Provincial
President  of Awami  Na-
tional  Party,  directed  the
Dharna  Committee,  the
leaders of the political par-
ties, Tajer Laghri Ittehad to
thousands  of  people  in
Chaman.  Congratulating
him for the peaceful pro-
test,  he  said  that  if  you
friends maintain the same
agreement  and unity,  the
ruling elite  will forget
about the issuance of
passports.

BEIJING  (APP):  The  In-
ternational  Industry-Edu-
cation Cooperation Forum
in  the  Context  of  Educa-
tion Digitalization, part of
the  2023 China Annual
Conference & Expo for In-
ternational Education
(CACIE), was held on Fri-
day at the China National
Convention Center in
Beijing.

The  forum  brought
together leaders from Chi-
nese  government  depart-
ments, diplomatic envoys,
and  representatives  from
various universities and en-
terprises.

Pakistan Ambassador
to China, Moin ul Haque,

delivered a keynote speech
via video.

During the event, the
China-Pakistan Interna-
tional Industrial Academic
Integration Alliance (CPIA)
released  an Achievement
Report and introduced af-
filiated committees,  in-
cluding  the Agricultural
and  Forestry  Industrial-
Educational  Cooperation
Committee, Classical
Medicine Industrial-Edu-
cational Cooperation
Committee, and Water
Resources and Hydro-
power Engineering Indus-
trial-Educational Coopera-
tion  Committee, CEN  re-
ported.

NAB Balochistan
arranged seminar

at NUML
Independent Report

QUETTA: NAB
(Balochistan),  as  per  its
mandate for Awareness
Campaigns,  organized  a
seminar  on  “Role of  Stu-
dents in Eradication of Cor-
ruption” at NUML Univer-
sity, Quetta. Dr.
Muhammad Rashad, Direc-
tor NAB, was the speaker
at  the  seminar.  Lt.  Col
(Retd)  Nisar Ahmed,  Re-
gional  Director  NUML,
faculty  members  and  stu-
dents of the university par-
ticipated therein. The basic
objective  of  the  seminar
was  to aware  the students
about their role in eradica-
tion of corruption.

During the address to
audience, Dr.  Muhammad
Rashad, explained the gen-
eral  working,  vision  and
mission, 3x pronged strat-

egy of NAB to fight against
corruption. He  elaborated
ill effects of corruption in
the  light  of  Hadith  and
Quranic  injunctions  as
well.

The  youth  were  not
only told to discourage cor-
ruption but were also em-
phasized to raise their voice
for its eradication from so-
ciety. Further, he informed
that every individual has to
play  his  role  against  the
menace  of  corruption  for
the betterment of economy
and society.  At the end of
seminar, there  was  a
healthy  Question/Answer
session between the
speaker and the students.

Conclusively, the Di-
rector NAB thanked all the
students  and  the  host  for
participation  and  organiz-
ing the productive seminar.

Democrats panel, vows
sustainable progress

for BCS officers
QUETTA  (APP): The
Balochistan  Civil  Service
Officers Welfare Associa-
tion (BCSOWA) on Friday
vowed to scale  up the
struggle  for  sustainable
progress  and  welfare  of
members  of  BCS (EB)
through  inclusive,  demo-
cratic and legal ways with
commitment  and  dedica-
tion.

“Strenuous efforts
will be made to protect the
rights of the officers of BCS
through a legal and proac-
tive approach,” said Qurban
Ali Magsi, a member of the
Democrat panel contesting
for  BCSOWA  Elections
2023.

Talking to media rep-
resentatives,  he  said  the
democrats panel is commit-
ted  to  take practical  steps

for the just resolution of the
issues  of  the  Balochistan
Civil Service’s officers.

Unveiling  the  mani-
festo of the groups, he said
a Constitution, Election Act
and Rules will be framed to
dispose of BCSOWA busi-
ness and Cabinet Elections
in future. “Illegal induction
of AEOS and any other Ex.
Cadre into BCS will
strongly be opposed, while
any attempt for making of
PMS Service on the desire
of  BSS  through  pressure
tactics will also be discour-
aged.

The Panel, if won, he
said, will work for educa-
tional scholarships for sib-
lings of officers in different
cadet and Residential col-
leges  of  Balochistan  and
Pakistan.

English Dept
pays tribute
to eminent

Balochi poet
and singer

QUETTA  (APP):  Depart-
ment of English, University
of Turbat held a commemo-
rative  literary event at  the
University’s  multipurpose
hall  to  pay  tribute  to  the
eminent Balochi poets Waja
Mubarak  Qazi  and  singer
Waja Shokat Safar.

On  the  occasion,  the
chairman  Department  of
English, Dr Shah Mir
Baloch commended the ef-
forts of  the organizers  for
their  unremitting  commit-
ment and extended a warm
welcome to the Dean Fac-
ulty of Literature and Lan-
guages  Prof.  Dr. Abdul
Saboor Baloch,  university
faculty  and  students.  The
program entertained the au-
dience with a cornucopia of
myriad performances, skits,
and sketches from the par-
ticipating  students  along
with a scintillating panel dis-
cussion on literature in the
21st  century.  The  event
closed  with  the  laudatory
comments of  the Dean  of
Literature and Languages.

Power distribution
work starts for Gwadar

Free Zone North
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Power  distribution  work
has commenced for provid-
ing 5 Mega Watts (MW) of
electricity to Gwadar Free
Zone  North  by  erecting
power polls and laying elec-
tricity wires in two phases
simultaneously.  It will take
two  months  to  complete
the work, Gwadar Pro  re-
ported on Friday. In the first
phase,  the  Gwadar  Port
Authority  (GPA) has
started installing power in-
frastructure  from  the  grid
station  to  the  perimeter
walls of Gwadar Free Zone
North. In the second phase,
 local   company  SIGMA
Engineering Ltd has started
laying the electricity distri-
bution system  from  the
walls of Gwadar Free Zone
to the buildings of various
industrial sites. 

SIGMA  Engineering
Ltd has been outsourced by
China  Communications
Construction Company
(CCCC)  Limited,  a  GPA
official told Gwadar Pro.

“After  completion  of
the  entire  project,  the  per
unit power tariff charged to
factories will be around Rs
57 according to the govern-
ment rate prescribed for in-
dustries. Currently, genera-
tor-based electricity is be-
ing provided  to all opera-
tional factories in Gwadar
Free  Zone  North  tempo-
rarily,” he added. 

Progress was made af-
ter the successful joint fea-
sibility study conducted by
Quetta Electric Power Sup-
ply  Company  (QEPSC)
and China Overseas Ports
Holding  Company
(COPHC). 

Anwar distributes 50 wheelchairs
to persons with disabilities

QUETTA  (APP):  Addi-
tional  Deputy  Commis-
sioner  (General)  Quetta,
Muhammad Anwar Kakar,
along with the Regional Di-
rector  of  Muslim  Hands
International  Balochistan,
Malik  Naeem  Javed,  dis-
tributed 50 wheelchairs to
persons  with  disabilities
(PWDs) on Friday.

On the occasion, Ad-
ditional  Deputy  Commis-
sioner General Muhammad
Anwar Kakar said that the
district administration,
with  the  support  of Mus-
lim  Hand  International,
has distributed wheel-
chairs among people with
disabilities.

He urged other welfare

organizations to come for-
ward for the welfare and re-
habilitation  of  disabled
people so that the lives of
these people in our society
can be made easier.

Regional  Director  of
Muslim  Hands  Interna-
tional,  Balochistan  Malik
Naeem  Javed said that
Muslim Hand International
has  been working  in
Balochistan for the past 23
years in various fields.

The  district  adminis-
tration requested that
wheelchairs be provided to
disabled, poor, and entitled
people.  In  the  first  phase,
under the leadership of Ad-
ditional  Deputy  Commis-
sioner Quetta Muhammad
Anwar Kakar, wheelchairs
were  provided  to  50  dis-
abled  people.  In  the  next
phase, around 300 wheel-
chairs will also be provided.

He  said  that  Muslim
Hand  International  pro-
vided 1,000 shelters during
the earthquake  in
Balochistan,  while  they
have been in the field since
the  first  day  to  help  the
victims of last year’s floods
and have  built  houses  for
100 victims in Mastung and
Jaffarabad.

In more than a dozen
districts of Balochistan, our
organization is  always
playing its role to reach out
and help the needy people,
he added.

IIOJK, biggest
prison in

world: Zardari
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Pakistan Peoples
Party  Parliamentarians
(PPPP) Asif Ali  Zardari
said that the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK) is the biggest
prison in the world.  He said
this on the 76th anniversary
of the Black Day of Kash-
mir. Asif Zardari in a state-
ment said that the freedom
from Indian occupation  is
the fundamental and demo-
cratic right of the people of
IIOJK. It is not possible to
silence  the  voice  of  the
IIOJK people by force. He
said that the world is now
aware that India is a terror-
ist  country.

He said that the libera-
tion of Kashmir from Indian
occupation was the mission
of  Shaheed  Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto.  If  Quaid-e-Awam
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had not
been  martyred,  the  Occu-
pied Kashmir would have
long been free from Indian
occupation. Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
raised the voice of  the
people of Occupied Kash-
mir on every international
forum. Bilawal Bhutto in-
troduced Modi to the world
as the butcher of Kashmir
and India as a terrorist coun-
try. Asif Zardari vowed that
the  PPP  will  continue  to
raise its voice for the
Kashmiri brethren and their
right to vote.

Five people
killed in

firing incident
LAHORE (APP): Five
people were killed in firing
at Shahpur ‘dera’ in Chung
area.  Police  said  that  the
persons were sitting at the
‘dera’ of  Haji  Shahzad
Awan when suddenly some
assailants appeared there and
opened fire. As a result the
five persons received serious
bullet injuries and died on the
spot. While a five years old
boy namely Abubakar was
also injured in this incident.
After  the  incident,  the  ac-
cused  managed  to  escape
from the scene. On informa-
tion,  concerned police
reached  the  spot  and  took
the bodies into custody.
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