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ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi paid a farewell call
on President Dr. Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar address-
ing at the inaugural ceremony of National Emergencies operation Center
established by NDMA.

Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani meets Afghan Acting FM
Amir Khan Muttaqi in Tibet, China.

Mr. Murtaza Solangi, Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broadcasting addressing on
international conference titled “Navigating Peace
& Security in the Region and Beyond: Pakistan’s
Role,” in Islamabad.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Sailani Trust Allama Bashir Ahmed Farooqi
meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

UETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
attending a ceremony held in honour of participants of National Security &
War Course

QUETTA: Chief Executive Officer of WESS Pervez
Iqbal meeting with Caretaker Information Minis-
ter Jan Achakzai

Immigrants expulsion state’s decision to maintain security

We will not succumb to any external
pressure or influence: Jan Achakzai

Strongly condemns statement of Afghan Defence Minister Mullah
Yaqoob; Caretaker Minister Information expects from Afghan Interim

Government to refrain from interfering in our internal affairs and
to focus on addressing challenges within their own borders

Pakistan takes up challenges
confronting regional peace

with Afghanistan
Foreign Minister Jilani meets Afghan FM Muttaqi in China;

Reaffirms commitment to further strengthen bilateral ties; Not only
Afghan refugees, action to be taken against all illegal immigrants: FO

PM Kakar seeks
global cooperation in
addressing adverse

effects of climate change
Inaugurates Emergencies Operation

Center for coordination on
disaster management

Caretaker Minister Public Health
Engineering announces:

Mangi dam project to be
completed by June 2024;
80 percent water needs
of Quetta city to be met

Chairman Sailani Trust calls on Kakar:

Governor applauds role of
welfare organizations for meeting
basic needs of deserving people

Solangi says

Pakistan intends to develop
itself as progressive,

democratic, peaceful nation

Amid threats to Ahmad cricket stadium

Pakistan urges India to
provide security to team

Matter of people becoming
missing brings bad name

for country: IHC

China invites
PM Kakar to
BRI ceremony

ISLAMABAD (INP):
China has invited Pakistan
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar for
participating in a Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) cer-
emony. The invitation was
extended during a meeting be-
tween the foreign ministers
of China and Pakistan which
was held in Tibet on Thurs-
day. The meeting between
FM Jalil Abbas Jilani and
his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi focused a raft of
issues including the ongo-
ing Hamalya Region Con-
ference being held in Tibet.

Jilani thanked Wang Yi
for the warm welcome ac-
corded to him in China.

President, PM
laud services
of outgoing
naval chief

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Muhammad Amjad
Khan Niazi paid a fare-
well call on President Dr
Arif Alvi here at the
Aiwan-e-Sadr, the Presi-
dent House said.

The president lauded
the services of the outgo-
ing naval chief and his
contribution to the coun-
try and the Pakistan Navy.
He wished Admiral Niazi
the best for his future.

Meanwhile outgoing
Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Muhammad Amjad
Khan Niazi paid a fare-
well call on Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar here on
Thursday, the PM Office
said.

PM Kakar lauded the
services of the outgoing
naval chief for his leader-
ship of the institution and
playing a key role in mak-
ing the country’s defence
impregnable.

Most wanted
terrorist killed

in Dera shootout
PESHAWAR (APP): Police
in collaboration with law
enforcing agencies (LEAs)
on Thursday brought down
a most wanted terrorist in a
shootout in Dera Ismail
Khan. According to the
Central Police Office, the Al
Barq Unit of police in col-
laboration with law enforc-
ing agencies, shot dead a
most wanted terrorist to the
CTD in an intelligence-
based operation.

Quetta reports
another Congo

virus case
QUETTA (APP): A new
case of Congo virus was
reported in Quetta on
Thursday, the hospital
sources confirmed.

Fatimah Jinnah Chest
Hospital Quetta officials
told APP that 30-year-old
Muhammad Ismail, a resi-
dent of Ghausabad, was
brought to the hospital
with symptoms of the
Congo virus including
bleeding and fever.

A blood sample, sent
for report, was later diag-
nosed him Congo virus.

As many as 37 cases
of Congo virus have been
reported in Balochistan
since January 2023 while
13 people have so far died
of the deadly CCHF virus.

It is a matter of con-
cern for the authorities con-
cerned that recent year has
seen an extraordinary surge
in the cases of the Congo
virus, with most of the
people infected by the vi-
rus connected to the live-
stock business.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan and Afghan foreign
ministers met in Tibet on
Thursday amid tensions as
the foreign office clarified
that the crackdown against
illegal immigrants was not
against a particular nation-
ality.

As tensions deepened
between the two
neighbours, Foreign Minis-
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani met his
Afghan counterpart Amir
Khan Muttaqi in China’s
Tibet Autonomous region.
Both were there to attend
an international conference.

A brief statement issued
by the foreign office said the
foreign minister reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to
further strengthen bilateral

ties with Afghanistan. He
underscored that challenges
confronting regional peace
and stability be addressed
in collaborative spirit
through collective strate-
gies.

No further details were
provided but sources said
the issue of terrorist sanc-
tuaries in Afghanistan was
one of the main talking
points. According to
sources, Foreign Minister
Jilani made it clear that Af-
ghanistan will have to fulfil
its commitment to deny ter-
rorist groups including
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) a space to
operate from the
neighbouring country.

Sources said the Afghan

foreign minister reiterated
his government’s stance
claiming that Kabul would
not allow anyone to use its
soil against any country in-
cluding Pakistan.

Islamabad, however, is
far from convinced with
verbal assurances of the in-
terim Afghan government.
Relations between the two
countries have been
strained in recent weeks
because of lack of decisive
action by the Afghan
Taliban government against
the TTP.

APP adds: Pakistan on
Thursday said its recent
decision to deport illegal
residents was not targeted

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has strongly condemned
the statement made by the
Defence Minister of the
Afghan interim govern-
ment, Mullah Yaqoob.

In a statement issued
here on Thursday, Jan
Achakzai said that “we dis-
agree with the statement
made by Mullah Yaqoob,
the Defence Minister of the
Afghan Interim Govern-
ment.”

The Minister Informa-
tion said that “by seeking
support from religious and
political leaders in Pakistan,
he (Mullah Yaqoob) has in-
terfered in the domestic af-
fairs of our Pakistan.”

It is important to rec-
ognize that Pakistan holds

the sovereign right to expel
any individuals, including
those from Afghanistan, if
deemed necessary.

Jan Achakzai also said
that “We will not succumb
to any external pressure or
influence. In accordance
with the directives of the
Federal Government, the
Government of Balochistan
(GOB) will take necessary
steps to repatriate Afghan
refugees within the next 26
days.”

“Our decision to expel
these individuals is based on
our national interests and
the need to maintain stabil-
ity within our borders.

It is crucial to ensure
the security and well-being
of our own citizens. There-
fore, we stand firm in our
resolve to address this mat-
ter in a timely and efficient

manner.”
The Minister also said

“We understand the chal-
lenges faced by Afghan refu-
gees, and we will work
closely with the relevant
authorities to facilitate their
safe return to their home
country. This process will
be carried out in a humane
and respectful manner, tak-
ing into consideration the
rights and dignity of all in-
dividuals involved.”

Furthermore, Mr.
Achakzai adde, it is essen-
tial for all nations to respect
the sovereignty and au-
tonomy of others. We ex-
pect the Afghan Interim
Government to  refrain
from interfering in our in-
ternal affairs and to focus
on addressing the chal-
lenges within their own
borders.”

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Amid reports of terror
threats to Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad,
Pakistan has called upon
India to provide security
to the national team during
the ICC World Cup 2023.

The statement came
after Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch was asked to
comment on visa delays for
Pakistani fans and journal-
ists and media reports re-
garding terror threats dur-
ing a weekly press briefing
in the federal capital on
Thursday.

The Indian government
hasn’t granted visas to me-
dia persons even though
they had applied for it
much ahead of the mega

tournament.
“The host country

should provide protection
to our cricket team in the
ICC World Cup 2023,” she
said, adding that it is the
responsibility of the In-
dian government to cre-
ate a favourable environ-
ment.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
stated that they are in
touch with Indian authori-
ties and hoped that the vi-
sas would be issued soon.
“As the host, India should
not hinder Pakistani fans
from watching the World
Cup,” she said.

Meanwhile, the au-
thorities are on high alert
amid a terror threat pertain-
ing to Ahmedabad’s
Narendra Modi stadium.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi on
Thursday said that Paki-
stan intended to move for-
ward by developing itself
as a progressive and demo-
cratic nation that desired
peace within its frontiers
and across the world.

Speaking at an interna-
tional conference “Navigat-
ing Peace & Security in the
Region and Beyond:
Pakistan’s Role,” organised
at the Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad ( ISSI), he
said: “We want to be a na-
tion that wants to look after
its people and intends to
focus on the welfare of its
masses.”

The minister said now
the Pakistan government
had a clear vision to focus
on its people, and economic
revival and it had recently
taken several initiatives to
bolster the economy and
explore new prospects for

trade and investment.
He said the countries

and political leadership did
make mistakes in the past
and Pakistan also had its
share of mistakes and add-
ing “but now we want to
move on”. The minister said
it was in Pakistan’s interest
to avoid the ongoing con-
frontation between major
world powers. He said that
Pakistan had some lessons
from its role with regard to
the confrontation of major
powers in the past.

Solangi said now Paki-
stan was desirous of estab-
lishing good relations with
its neighbours including In-
dia and Afghanistan.  and
added Islamabad already
enjoyed good relations with
China and Iran.

He said that Pakistan
also enjoyed very good re-
lations with Middle East
countries and now it was fo-
cusing to further improve
economic and trade ties
with the oil-rich states.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has ap-
plauded the role of welfare
and charity  o r g a n i z a -
t i on s  fo r  mee t ing the
basic needs of the deserv-
ing people.

He particularly appre-
ciated the invaluable ser-
vices of Sailani Trust for
decorating the orphans and
other needy youth with or-
nament of education and
providing shelter to the
shelter less.

We expect that the
chairman of Sailani Trust
Maulana Bashir Ahmed
Farooqui and his team
would take care of the
needy brothers and sisters
of the province.

The Governor was
speaking to a delegation
who called on him under

leadership of Bashir
Ahmed Farooqui, here on
Thursday.

Also present on the
occasion was prominent
surgeon Dr. Sher Zaman
Mandokhail.

Governor praised the
payment of financial assis-
tance for the martyrs and
injured of Mastung carnage
by the Sailani Trust.

He said that we have
kept a special eye on ev-
erything from the day one
and steps are being taken
for more assistance of the
heirs.

Moreover, the neces-
sary medical treatment fa-
cilities are being provided
to those injured in the car-
nage.

In the end, special
prayer was offered for de-
parted souls of the martyrs
besides stability of the
country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday inaugurated the
newly established state-of-
the-art

National Emergencies
Operation Center (NEOC)
to help in coordinated ef-
forts to manage the natural
disasters in the future.

Established at the Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
Headquarters, the Center
would also help in disaster
risk reduction and mitiga-
tion of damages.

The prime minister
lauded the establishment of
NEOC and emphasized the
importance of disaster re-
silient infrastructure and
policy framework.

He said that despite
being one of the least con-
tributors of carbon emis-
sions globally, Pakistan was
one of the top countries af-
fected by climate change.

“Climate change is a
real challenge that will keep
haunting our future genera-
tions unless we take such
concrete steps,” he reiter-
ated.

The prime minister
also praised the coordinated
efforts of all state institu-
tions during the devastat-
ing floods of 2022, espe-
cially NDMA.

“Nearly one third of the
population of the country
was affected by floods in
2022 and USD 30 billion

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chief Justice (CJ)
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has remarked that
matter of people becoming
missing earns bad name for
the country.

He further remarked
the appeals are pending
since five years. We feel
ashamed of sitting this
way.

He gave these remarks
while presiding over two
members bench of IHC
during the hearing of case
related to journalist
Mudassar Naro and other
missing persons Thursday.

Justice Miangul
Aurangzeb remarked
people go missing but state
does nothing. The previous
Prime Minister (PM) ap-
peared and he too misled.
When next PM comes he
will have different priori-

ties.
He remarked the mat-

ter of people going miss-
ing is matter of extraordi-
nary nature. Missing per-
sons cases are bringing
black blot on the name of
Pakistan. Court issues di-
rectives repeatedly but
implementation is not be-
ing made.

He observed state is
powerful but it says in
missing persons case it can
do nothing in this regard.
People go missing here. Do
you expect development of
this country. No country
will give you dollars if your
citizens are not safe. The
courts should not tolerate
the process of making the
citizens missing at any
cost.  Attorney general
should meet PM and in-
form the court about
progress in this matter.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Mangi dam
project is due to be com-
pleted by June 2024. This
project would meet almost
80 percent requirement of
clean drink water supply-
ing 8.1 million gallons of
water on the daily basis.

This was announced by
the caretaker Provincial
Minister for Public Health
Engineering and Population
Welfare, Sardar Ejaz Ahmed
Khan  Jaffar while speak-
ing on occasion of the in-
spection of Mangi dam
project on Thursday.

Also present on the
occasion were Project Di-

rector of Mangi dam, Zarak
Khan and other concerned
high ups.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, caretaker Minister
said that Mangi dam is very
important project. As the
Quetta city has been facing
water shortage issue, there-
fore, we are well aware
about it, and in this regard,
necessary steps would be
taken to resolve it at every
level.

The Minister on the
occasion strictly directed
the officers to mobilize all
available resources for en-

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: UNFPA representative in Pakistan called on Dr. Nadeem Jan,
Caretaker Federal Health Minister.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with the Pakistan Long Range Field Target Rifle
Team who won the European Long Range Rifle Championship 2023 held in Britain at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

QUETTA: Members of Railway Workers Union Balochistan are holding pro-
test demonstration for acceptance of their demands, held at Quetta press
club.

QUETTA: A delegation led by former Speaker
Balochistan Assembly Syed Matiullah Agha meet-
ing with Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali
Khan Kakar

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki
and Major General Aamir Najam exchanging shields during a ceremony held
in honour of participants of National Security & War Course

QUETTA: Chairman Khidmat Khalq Foundation
Niamatullah Zaheer handing over wheel chairs for
disables to Provincial Advisor for Irrigation Mir
Danish Lango

at Afghan refugees but was
against all foreigners with-
out having valid visa docu-
ments.

Foreign Office spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch at a weekly press
briefing said the national
policy towards the Afghan
refugees in the country “re-
mained unchanged” and
their safe repatriation was
a separate issue.

The spokesperson said
the ongoing operation was
against the individuals who
had either overstayed their
visas or did not have the
valid documents to stay.

Baloch clarified that the
operation had nothing to do
with the Afghan refugees
that Pakistan had been host-
ing for several decades de-
spite its economic con-
straints.

She confirmed that the
bilateral trade between Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan con-
tinued to take place, how-
ever, stressed that Pakistan
would not accept the mis-
use of transit trade facilities.

Pakistan, she said, had
been clearly articulating its
concerns about the threats
emanating from Afghani-
stan.

“We believe in diplo-
macy and will continue to
engage with the Afghan au-
thorities to ensure that the
Afghan soil is not used to
foment terrorism,” she said.

She said that Pakistan
was in contact with the In-
dian authorities and urged
them to issue visas to Paki-
stani spectators and journal-
ists who wished to see the
International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC) World Cup in In-
dia.

She said that it was the
responsibility of the host
country to provide security
and a conducive environ-

ment for the Pakistan cricket
team and emphasized that
sports should not be mixed
with politics.

She said that the Paki-
stan team was visiting India
not for a bilateral cricket se-
ries and thus had every right
to participate in the inter-
national series.

To another question, the
spokesperson said the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs had
received the formal commu-
nication from the Election
Commission to invite inter-
national observers for the
upcoming general election.
She said the process would
be facilitated in accordance
with the policy and past
practice.

On Palestine, she said
Pakistan’s policy was clear
that it supported a two-state
solution on the basis of pre-
1967 borders.

The spokesperson out-
lined the engagements of
Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas
Jilani, who is currently in
China at the special invita-
tion of Foreign Minister
Wang Yi for participation in
the Third Trans-Himalaya
Forum for International Co-
operation being held in Ti-
bet Autonomous Region.

She said the FM in his
keynote address delivered
today at the opening cer-
emony of the forum under-
scored Pakistan’s commit-
ment to ecological balance
and urged policy coordina-
tion and experience-sharing
between countries in the
region. She said FM Jilani
and Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Wang Yi held a bilat-
eral meeting on the sidelines
of the Forum and empha-
sized the positive trajec-
tory of bilateral ties, they
discussed various aspects
of the Pakistan-China
friendship and exchanged
views on regional and glo-

bal matters.
The two foreign minis-

ters reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and pledged to en-
hance high-level exchanges
and strategic communica-
tion for continued coopera-
tion, she said.

In Tibet, she said, FM
Jilani met Deputy Prime
Minister of Mongolia,
Sainbuyan Amarsaikha
where the two sides reaf-
firmed their commitment to
high-level exchanges, and
enhance bilateral trade and
investment.

Baloch said Pakistan
and the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) had con-
cluded the negotiations on
the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), the first such agree-
ment concluded by the GCC
with any country since
2009.

“We look forward to
the early signing, ratifica-
tion, and implementation of
the Agreement which we
believe will contribute to
growth and mutual prosper-
ity and mark a new chapter
in economic relations be-
tween Pakistan and GCC,”
she said. In its capacity as
the coordinator of the
Geneva-based Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) Group, she said, Pa-
kistan co-organized with
the OIC Observer Mission
in Geneva an event titled
‘Mapping the efficacy of
normative framework on
religious discrimination, in-
tolerance, and hatred’.

The event aimed to
raise awareness of the grow-
ing phenomenon of reli-
gious discrimination, intol-
erance, and hatred and the
need for strengthening the
normative framework for
its redressal from a human
rights perspective, she said.

Pakistan takes up challenges....
Continued from page 1

suring timely completion of
the project maintaining
quality of work.

In this context, no neg-
ligence and carelessness
would be tolerated, adding
he asserted.

Sardar Ejaz Jaffar said
that it is not merely impor-
tant to build dams, but it is
also necessary to care them
in future.

Moreover, the care-
taker Minister held meet-
ing with the Secretary PHE
regarding matters about
Mangi dam including sup-
ply line of electricity from
Harnai, SNE and other re-
lated ones.

Earlier, Project Direc-
tor of Mangi dam also
briefed the Minister about
the project.

He informed that the
project had been started in
2017 with mutual partner-
ship between federal and
provincial governments
costing Rs. 13247.00 mil-
lions.

Zarak Khan further in-
formed that 72 percent
work on the project has
been completed.

Mangi dam...
Continued from page 1

was estimated to be the
economic losses,” he said.

The prime minister
said that the world needed
to step forward and help
developing countries like
Pakistan to cope up the
adverse effects of climate
change.

He also praised the role
of NCOC both in COVID-
19 and 2022 floods.

In a briefing, Prime
Minister Kakar was told
that NEOC would serve as
hub of all technological in-
puts related to climate
change, disasters manage-
ment and predictive mod-
eling for national emergen-
cies.

First of its kind in Pa-
kistan and the region, this
is Pakistan’s indigenously
conceptualized capability,
which will evolve capacity
to predict future disasters
with credence and accuracy
about likely locations, time
of impact and damage in-
tensity.

It would generate coor-
dinated response, guiding
lower tiers of provincial and
district level disaster man-
agement authorities.

The need was felt for a
platform which should per-
form the functions for de-
veloping a national collage
of disasters monitoring,
high end technology driven
capability.

It can estimate vulner-
able needs of the areas and
determine the gap to be pre-
coordinated support from
global partner through all
time ready holistic national
outlook in the form of real
time National Common
Operating Picture.

Chairman NDMA,
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik, conducted
the briefing session for the
prime minister as well as
ambassadors, UN organiza-
tions’ country heads, lead
global NGOs, academia lead
institutional and experts
who attended the event.

He presented key les-
sons from Pakistan’s exten-
sive exposures to disaster
and national emergencies in
the past and shared new
vision of NDMA for pro-
active management of disas-
ters through NEOC. The
vision was principally ap-
proved by Prime
Minister’s Office and all na-
tional stakeholders of disas-
ters response.

The ceremony was at-
tended by national and in-
ternational dignitaries who
appreciated Pakistan gov-
ernment in establishing a
high end outcome, fast-
paced development of
NEOC in record time and
the swath of multilateral
utility it promises of mu-
tual growth and protection
of strategic investments.

PM Kakar seeks global cooperation...
Continued from page 1

PM, Baloch
businessman

discuss problems
of trader

community
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday held a meeting
with businessman Haji
Nawab Damar who called on
him here at the PM House.

The meeting focused
on the problems faced by
the trader community in
Balochistan particularly
Ziarat, Harnai, and Sanjawi,
the PM Office said. The
prime minister also met
tribal chief Sardar Farid
Damar and social worker
Lal Khan Kakar.

Bugti instructs concerned
officials to solve public
problems immediately

on the spot. He assured the
people that the staff of the
Ministry of Interior is
available at all times to
solve their problems on pri-
ority.

The minister also em-
phasized the need to end the
culture of bribery and nepo-
tism. He said that there was
no room in the Ministry of
Interior for those who cause
undue delay, bribery or
abuse of power.

This commendable ini-
tiative by the minister is
sure to bring a sigh of re-
lief to the people of the
country, who have long
been plagued by bureau-
cratic delays and corrup-
tion.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
bold move to ensure public
convenience and welfare,
Caretaker Interior Minister
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
instructed concerned offi-
cials to solve the problems
of the people who come to
the Home Ministry imme-
diately.

He also warned that he
will not tolerate any form
of official culture or attitude
that may hinder the pro-
cess, he said in a tweet.

The home minister
made these remarks during
a meeting with the public
at his office on Thursday.
He listened to their prob-
lems and issued instructions
to the concerned officials

New Zealand hand
England thumping defeat

in World Cup opener
Independent Report

AHMEDABAD: New
Zealand kicked of their
World Cup 2023 campaign
in a style, crushing England
by nine wickets in opening
match of the event at
Narendra Modi Stadium,
Ahmedabad, on Thursday.

Glorious hundreds
from Devon Conway and
Rachin Ravindra guided
Black Caps to chase the tar-
get of 283 runs in just 36.2
overs. Conway lit up the
world cup opener with
lively hundred as he amassed
unbeaten 152 while
Ravindra also showed magic
with bat by scoring 123
runs off 96 balls.

In what could be
dubbed as one-sided show,
English bowlers seemed
helpless as they struggled
to take wickets and restrict
Kiwis from chasing the tar-
get.

Earlier, the Black Caps
put England to bat first af-
ter winning the toss. Jos
Buttler’s side posted 282-
9.

England opening pair
attempted to take a strong
start but their partnership
was broken apart when
Dawid Malan caught out
for 14 off 24 balls. Opener
Jonny Balrstow (33) tried
to smash a drive on
Santner’s ball but caught by
Mitchell in 13th over.

After average start, Joe
Root put his team in com-
mand as he made 77 off 86
before being dismissed by
Glenn Phillips. Harry
Brook and Moeen Ali made
25 and 11, respectively.

Jos Buttler tried to re-
gain the momentum built by
Root but he was sent to
pavilion for 43. After his
dismissal, England were
quick to lose wickets of
their tail order as Sam
Curran and Chris Woakes
removed for 14 and 11, re-
spectively. Adil Rashid
made 15 runs and Mark
Wookd scored 12 runs as
they managed to save the
last wicket.

Henry took three wick-
ets while Santer and

Phillips grabbed two scalps
each.

The New Zealand team
are without their key bats-
man Williamson who is re-
covering from injuries. He
is expected to play the next
match.

Meanwhile, Sachin
Tendulkar, ambassador of
the event, brought the scin-
tillating trophy to the field
and waved to his jubilant
fans. The two teams also
bowed their heads in def-
erence to their national an-
thems.

Every four years, the
cricket lovers enjoy the
skills of their favourite
players with their stylish
knocks. The World Cup is
a mega one-day interna-
tional (ODI) cricket event.

As many as 10 teams -
Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, England, In-
dia, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Pakistan, South
Africa and Sri Lanka - are
going to battle to strengthen
their reign in the cricket
world.

Pakistan needs to capitalize onopportunities amid
crisis due to evolving global order: Speakers

cused on the geostrategic
and economic transforma-
tion in South Asia and be-
yond. In the aftermath of the
U.S. withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, security threats
persist, but a significant shift
is observed in the Middle
East. China-brokered recon-
ciliation between Iran and
Saudi Arabia is having a re-
gional impact. The Middle
East is undergoing reforms,
reshaping geopolitics and
economics, driven by green
initiatives, trade, invest-
ment, and connectivity.

In contrast, South Asia
remains mired in history and
the bitter past, unable to
move towards reconciliation,
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, regional cooperation
and connectivity, as well as
economic integration. In
addition, the dangerous im-
pulses of the ‘Hindutva’
ideology are shaking the
foundations internally in
India and increasing the
risks for peace and security
in South Asia.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Speakers at a confer-
ence discussing peace and
security on Thursday un-
derscored that the country
needed to capitalize on the
opportunities amid crisis
due to the evolving global
order shifting from the
West to the East.

The Centre for Af-
ghanistan Middle East and
Africa (CAMEA) at the
Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI), in col-
laboration with the United
States Institute of Peace
(USIP), is hosting a two-
day International Confer-
ence on “Navigating Peace
& Security in the Region &
Beyond: Pakistan’s Role”.

The two-day interna-
tional conference brings to-
gether an amalgamation of
academics and practitioners
from around the world. The
Conference stretches over
two days and has six diverse
working sessions focusing
on Afghanistan, the Middle
East, Pakistan-US bilateral

ties, counterterrorism, re-
gional peace and security as
well as non-traditional se-
curity challenges.

Ambassador Asif
Durrani, Pakistan’s Special
Representative on Afghani-
stan was the Chief Guest at
the occasion. Dr. Andrew
Wilder, Vice President of
Asia Centre, USIP, Ambas-
sador Sohail Mahmood, Di-
rector General, ISSI and
Amina Khan also spoke in
the inaugural session.

In her welcome re-
marks, Director CAMEA,
Amina Khan stated that the
contemporary global land-
scape is witnessing pro-
found shifts, in which Paki-
stan finds itself at a critical
juncture amidst this trans-
formative milieu.

On a global scale, the
pursuit of security, stabil-
ity, and progress is beset by
a myriad of challenges, in-
cluding conflicts, warfare,
economic uncertainties,
natural calamities, climate
change, poverty and over-

population.
The outbreak of the

COVID-19 pandemic
starkly exposed the short-
comings of a fragmented
multilateral system in for-
mulating coordinated re-
sponses to a crisis that con-
tinues to wreak havoc and
inflict severe damage on the
global economy.

Khan highlighted that
the evolving global trends
not only present challenges
but offer a spectrum of op-
portunities, encompassing
both economic and political
dimensions, for Pakistan.
The onus firmly rests upon
the nation to assume leader-
ship and proactively define
its destiny within the mul-
tifaceted tapestry of these
unfolding scenarios.

Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, Director General
ISSI, while expressing his
views, elucidated that the
world is currently facing an
unprecedented level of fra-
gility, polarization and con-
flict risks. Various security

threats, including traditional
and non-traditional, have
increased global volatility
and concerns about nuclear
conflict are heightened, as
symbolized by the “Dooms-
day Clock” being set at 90
seconds to midnight.

In addition, the world is
currently marred by major
challenges including major-
power competition, ongoing
wars, terrorism, the
pandemic’s effects, eco-
nomic downturn, and cli-
mate change. The outcome
of these transformations is
uncertain, with ongoing de-
bates about the decline of
the West, globalization’s
fate, and the potential for a
new Cold War. There is a
shift in global power to the
East, a growing desire for
multipolarity, and a trend
toward issue-based coali-
tions; while a semblance of
stability and predictability
are sought after by many
nations. While shedding light
on the regional challenges,
Ambassador Mahmood fo-

QESCO’s Satellite town busy
in operation against power

thieves, bill defaulters
QUETTA (APP)- On the
special instructions of
Ministry of Energy (Power
Division), operations are
being carried out against
power thieves in respective
areas of Satellite town
Quetta to recover arrears
from the electricity thieves
and defaulters of the Quetta
Electric Supply Company
(QESCO).

The operation team
was led by SDO, QESCO
Satellite Amanullah
Achakzai, Senior Line Su-
perintendent Muhammad
Rahim Bangulzai, Recov-
ery Supervisors Malik
Shaukat Ali Alizai, Haji
Arshad Jadoon and
Khurram Parvez.

The QESCO team dis-
connected several connec-

tion including commercial,
domestics and illegal con-
nection in conducting op-
eration at various areas of
Satellite town while some
of consumers were fined in
supervision of QESCO of-
ficials.

The officials said that
with the cooperation of the
administration and the po-
lice, the action against de-
faulters and power thieves
was ongoing successful to
ensure the payment of the
dues of QESCO.

They also appealed
those defaulter consumers
to pay their dues, other-
wise they would face le-
gal action saying that
electricity theft would not
be tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.

GGDC Nushki’s
declamation
contest on
combating
corruption

NUSHKI (APP): A decla-
mation contest was orga-
nized at Government Girls
Degree College, (GGDC),
Nushki, Balochistan to dis-
cuss various aspects of cor-
ruption. The students
shared their ideas on how
to tackle white-collar
crimes in the society and
promote the message ‘Say
No to Corruption.

Principal Ma’am
Zarina Malik commended
the brilliance of every stu-
dent and also shared a few
words on the subject.

In addition to this, stu-
dents were encouraged to
express their ideas through
creating posters, compos-
ing reflective essays, and
engaging in calligraphy in
collaboration with NAB
Balochistan.

Finally, students who
demonstrated exceptional
creativity were recognized
with positions and awards.

President lauds Pakistan Rifle Team
on winning European Long Rang

Rifle Championship 2023
ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday congratulated the Pakistan
Rifle Team on winning European Long Rang Rifle Championship 2023 held in the
United Kingdom. Talking to a delegation of the team which called on him, the president
lauded Lt. General Ahsan Gulrez and Col. Junaid Waqas on winning silver while Col.
Junaid Ali on winning gold medal in the event.

He said the team of Pakistan Armed Forces had presented the excellent perfor-
mance in international rifle shooting event. President Alvi said the Pakistani rifle team
was worthy to be lauded for winning the championship. He stressed the need to promote
and encourage different sports across the country. The president expressed success and
good wishes for the Pakistani rifle team in the future.

Experts call for efforts from
public, private sector for climate

resilient healthcare system
ISLAMABAD (APP): Ex-
perts on Thursday call for
concerted efforts from pub-
lic and private sectors to
develop resilience in the
healthcare sector against cli-
mate change.

The seminar titled “Cli-
mate Change and Health
System Resilience” was or-
ganized by Sustainable De-
velopment Policy Institute
(SDPI), said a news release.

Deputy Executive Di-
rector SDPI, Dr Shafqat
Munir, stressed the need for
presenting bankable climate
adaptation projects and se-
cure climate finance through
rigorous negotiations and
workable targets.

He said that financing
is central need to develop
climate resilience in health

and other sectors which can
be met through national and
international financial insti-
tutions. However, the de-
mand for financing must be
complimented with sub-
stantial efforts in green-
house gas emission reduc-
tion, he said.

He emphasized on in-
cluding fossil fuel phase-
out as an essential compo-
nent in developing resilience
of healthcare system con-
sidering the significant bur-
den imposed due to fossil
fuel pollution.

He highlighted that fos-
sil fuel burning causes res-
piratory and cardiac dis-
eases in adults, develop-
mental challenges and mor-
tality among young chil-
dren.
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ISLAMABAD:  President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on Breast Cancer Awareness with a delega-
tion of Siemens Healthineers Pakistan, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mrs. Rubina Khalid, Chairperson Senate Standing Committee on Maritime
Affairs presiding over a meeting of the committee at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Information and Broadcasting Zahoor Ahmed pre-
siding over Board of Directors meeting of Associated Press of Pakistan (APP)
at APP Headquarters.

ISLAMABAD: Girls are taking interest in paint-
ings during exhibition entitled " Bare Boned" at
Satrang Art Gallery in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Outgoing Chief of Naval Staff Ad-
miral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi calls on the
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for
Human Rights Khalil George held a meeting with
Chairman Pakistan Ulema Council Maulana Tahir
Ashrafi.

ISLAMABAD: A group photo of teachers with Chief
guest DG Federal Directorate of Education Amjad
Ahmad Director Colleges Irfan Ullah Principal
Prof Sabah faisal in a ceremony held at ICG F6/2 to
mark world Teachers Day.

Tahir Ashrafi,
George discuss
Jaranwala incident
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi dis-
cussed the Jaranwala inci-
dent with Caretaker Min-
ister for Human Rights
Khalil George, the other
day.

Ashrafi who is also
the President of the Inter-
national Interfaith Har-
mony Council condemned
the gruesome incident in the
strongest terms.

George said the gov-
ernment was committed to
upholding and promoting
the rights of all citizens in
accordance with the Con-
stitution and the law.

He appreciated the
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar’s
immediate legal action
against those involved in
the Jaranwala incident.
“We will not allow bigotry
and lawlessness to ignite
animosity among our com-
munities,” he added.

Pak poised to embark
on sustainable national
development: PIDE VC

PBM assists 11.6million,
aids 250,000 in medical

care in past year

SC adjourns
case against
tax collection
by Cantt Board
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court on
Thursday adjourned the
hearing till October 13, in a
case against receiving of
taxes by the Cantonment
Board Karachi from restau-
rants, banks and poultry
farms.

The court also served
notice to the Attorney
General of Pakistan for as-
sistance in the case.

A three-member
bench, headed by Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa heard
the case regarding the mat-
ter.

During the course of
proceedings, the chief jus-
tice remarked that federal or
provincial governments
could impose the taxes. He
questioned that how can-
tonment board could im-
pose tax on professionals.

The Additional Attor-
ney General said that the
local government was also
an elected body and autho-
rized to impose taxes. The
chief justice asked that if the
tax is imposed on lawyers,
then whether it would be
collected by local body.
Justice Athar Minallah said
that the objection was that
the local government
couldn’t impose tax under
Article 163 of the constitu-
tion.

NIH issues advisory
on prevention of
Conjunctivitis

Dolphin squads directed
for prompt response in

emergency cases

CDA demolishes 7,867 illegal structures
in markets, sidewalk tracks, green belts

Sanjrani extends heartfelt
appreciation to teachers
on World Teachers’ Day

President for collaborative efforts
to raise awareness on breast cancer

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr. Arif Alvi on
Thursday called for col-
laborative efforts by pub-
lic and private sectors to
create awareness about
breast cancer, especially
during October, besides
providing support to those
affected by the disease.

The president made
these remarks during a
meeting with a delegation
from Siemens Healthineers
in Pakistan. CEO of Si-
emens, Khurram Jameel,
and the First Lady Begum
Samina Alvi attended the
meeting virtually.

The president said
that media and other rel-
evant stakeholders should
join hands in the breast can-
cer awareness campaign
and encourage women to
engage in regular self-exami-
nations and seek timely
medical guidance for the
early diagnosis of this life-
threatening ailment.

During the meeting,
President Alvi highlighted
the potential of digital tech-
nologies in addressing
healthcare challenges, par-
ticularly in enhancing
awareness, improving
healthcare accessibility, and

raising the quality of care
while minimizing costs.

He underscored the
importance of early screen-
ings, self-examinations, and
improved medical services.

Moreover, the presi-
dent also underlined the
pivotal role that private sec-
tor partners could play in
raising awareness through
media campaigns, standee
displays in hospitals and
public areas, distribution of
pamphlets, and organizing
educational workshops and
seminars in women’s edu-
cational institutions.

He also called for or-

ganizing breast cancer
awareness events during
October. President Alvi
also commended the role of
the Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA)
and telecom companies,
who had initiated a call-cau-
tion tone from 1st October
on the advice of Presidency
urging women to conduct
self-examinations and seek
medical advice if they no-
ticed any unusual growth.

He said that spreading
the message of self-exami-
nation for early breast can-
cer detection should not be
regarded as taboo.

Dr. Saqib describes teachers as
fountains of knowledge and wisdom

SAPM inaugurates
new OPF Boys

College’s campusISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairperson Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP), Dr. Muhammad
Amjad Saqib has described
teachers as “Fountains of
Knowledge and Wisdom”
and emphasized the impor-
tance of paying homage to
these noble individuals who
dedicate their lives to nur-
ture the future.

Addressing an event
on World Teachers Day,
organized in collaboration
with UNESCO and Paki-
stan Institute of Education
(PIE) at Allama Iqbal Open
University (AIOU), Dr.
Amjad Saqib drew a paral-
lel between the teachings of
the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) and the mod-
ern-day significance of
teachers, underlining the
timeless value attributed to
those who impart knowl-

edge and moral values.
The Chairman of

BISP and Akhuwat Foun-
dation further illuminated
the three interconnected el-
ements of ‘Society,
Teacher, and Student’.

He asserted that with-
out the respect and recog-
nition of teachers, society
can never achieve true suc-
cess and progress.

Teachers, he stated,
are the architects of a
brighter future, molding
students into responsible
citizens and better human
beings.

Addressing the stu-
dents directly, Dr. Amjad
Saqib advised them to ear-
nestly follow the teachings
of their teachers, as they are
the sources of knowledge
and character.

He underscored the
importance of punctuality
and obedience as tokens of

love and respect towards
educators.

Dr. Amjad Saqib
proudly highlighted the role
of Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP), which en-
deavors to uplift nearly one
crore impoverished families
throughout the country.

BISP extends its sup-
port to these families by
providing stipends to their
children, ensuring access to
education and a brighter fu-
ture, he added.

Vice Chancellor of
AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mehmood, earlier in his
welcome address, empha-
sized the significance of this
day in celebrating the pro-
found impact of teachers on
society.

Director-General of
PIE, Dr. Muhammad Shahid
Soroya shed light on the
pivotal role of teachers as
builders of society and ac-
knowledged the immense
contributions of Akhuwat
and BISP in uplifting the
underprivileged.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development,
Jawad Sohrab Malik, empha-
sized the government’s unwa-
vering support during the in-
auguration ceremony of the
new OPF Boys College
campus here in the Federal
Capital. The Special Assis-
tant applauded the OPF for
inaugurating the new cam-
pus, catering to the educa-
tional needs of the children
of overseas Pakistanis, ac-
cording to a press release.

He stressed the im-
portance of nurturing the
youth in a conducive envi-
ronment with access to top-
quality resources, making
quality education for over-

seas Pakistani children a
paramount concern of the
current administration.

Malik reaffirmed the
government’s top priority
of extending comprehensive
assistance to overseas Pa-
kistanis, recognizing their
pivotal role in bolstering the
nation’s economy. He un-
derlined the government’s
keen interest in facilitating
the integration of overseas
Pakistanis into the national
mainstream, citing the fa-
vorable environment for
further initiatives. Earlier
today, Malik formally in-
augurated the new OPF
Boys College junior campus
located in the H-8 sector,
expressing his admiration
for the facility’s manage-
ment and infrastructure.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
connection with World
Teachers’ Day, Chairman
Senate Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani has released a poi-
gnant message expressing
sincere gratitude to the dedi-
cated educators across the
nation. In his statement, the
Chairman Senate com-
mended the tireless efforts
of teachers in shaping the
future of Pakistan, said a
news release issued here on
Thursday.

He highlighted the in-

valuable contribution of
educators, emphasizing
their crucial role in building
a knowledgeable and em-
powered society.

Sadiq Sanjrani further
underscores the Senate’s
commitment to advancing
education through the re-
cently established Educa-
tion Parliamentarians Cau-
cus (EPC). This caucus
aims to support and work
towards an educated soci-
ety in Pakistan, promoting
education for all.

Return of Afghan refugees:
FIA immigration

counters to be build
in 5 major jails

ISLAMABAD (Online): It
has been decided to build
FIA immigration counters
in 5 major jails across the
country on the issue of re-
turn of Afghan nationals.

Foreigners without
proof of residency will be
sent to jail. Sources said that
the immigration authorities
will take steps to deport
them from the jail. The rel-
evant police and border
area police will bring the il-
legal Afghans across the

border. All the arrested Af-
ghans will be sent across the
border under human rights
laws, sources reported

According to the
sources, the police opera-
tions against illegal resident
foreigners are going on in
Islamabad. Another 1126
were detained, 503 people
did not have any kind of
documents. The Federal
Police registered a case
against 503 people under
the Foreign Act.

Recovery of PTI leader Abbasi:

IHC directs ministry to seek
report from subordinate
law enforcement agency

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Vice Chancellor Pakistan In-
stitute of Development
Economics (PIDE), Dr.
Nadeem ul Haque said here
on Thursday that Pakistan,
a nation steadfast in its
commitment to overcoming
economic and governance
challenges, was poised to
embark on a transformative
journey towards sustain-
able national development.

Speaking at the third
Think Tank Moot, hosted
by PIDE, he said, recogniz-
ing the urgency of compre-
hensive reforms, Pakistan
sought to revitalize its eco-
nomic outlook, enhance its
business environment and
elevate its global trade
standing.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dean of PIDE, Dr.
Shujaat Farooq said the
moot fosters exchange of
intellectual capital and ac-
tionable strategies, tran-

scending individual efforts
to leave a profound impact
on policymaking.

The discussions at the
moot revolved around criti-
cal reform areas, with each
think tank contributing in-
sights and ideas enriched by
innovative strategies and
approaches. PIDE’s re-
searchers presented com-
pelling briefings on “Cata-
lyzing Inclusive Economic
Growth via Structural Re-
forms” and “Optimizing
Governance for Effective
Policy Execution and Im-
pact Evaluation.” Partici-
pants underlined that hav-
ing ideas in today’s world
means having access to funds,
adding financial resources
were vital for driving posi-
tive change and addressing
societal issues. They were of
the view, contrary to com-
mon belief, smuggling was
not the root cause of eco-
nomic challenges.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has directed interior
ministry to seek report
from subordinate law en-
forcement agency on the
petition in connection with
recovery of Sadaqat Abbasi.

The petition seeking
recovery of PTI leader
Sadaqat Abbasi came up for
hearing before single bench
of IHC led by Chief Justice
Aamir Farooq here Thurs-
day.

Junior lawyer to coun-
sel Babar Awan appeared
in the court.

State counsel Zohaib
Gondal appeared in the

court.
The CJ IHC inquired

where is Sadaqat Abbasi.
State counsel said we

have written letter to law
enforcement agency but no
reply has so far come from
them.

The court directed in-
terior ministry to seek re-
port from subordinate law
enforcement agency.

The CJ IHC Aamir
Farooq remarked interior
ministry should obtain re-
port from subordinate in-
stitutions till next hearing
and inform the court.

The hearing of the
case was adjourned.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Directorate of Enforce-
ment, Capital Development
Authority (CDA) has de-
molished over 7,867 illegal
structures in the markets,
roads, green belts, and side-
walk tracks in the federal
capital in one and a half
years. “During the opera-
tion, around 13,243 items
of encroachers have also
been confiscated, subse-
quently, these articles are
auctioned. Besides, fines

worth Rs. 5.126 million has
also been recovered from
trespassers as a penalty,”
sources in the CDA told
APP. They said, “The Di-
rectorate of Enforcement
has launched as many as
1,423 anti-encroachment
operations carried out
across the board in the
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT).” The sources said,
“The Directorate was vig-
orously undertaking anti-
encroachment operations

on a regular basis through-
out Islamabad in order to
curb the illegal construc-
tions in the ICT.”

They said the continu-
ous operations were being
carried out on a day-to-day
basis 24/7 for the retrieval
of state land from land grab-
bers and encroachers.

The matter was being
dealt with by the Director-
ate of Municipal Adminis-
tration, working under the
administrative control.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Bait ul Mal (PBM)
has provided assistance to
more than 11.616574 mil-
lion individuals in need and
has allocated financial sup-
port for medical treatment
to 250,000 individuals dur-
ing last year, said an offi-
cial. He informed APP that
Individual Financial Assis-
tance (IFA) serves as a
means of support for the
underprivileged, including
widows, impoverished
women, orphans, and indi-
viduals with disabilities.
This assistance encom-
passes various areas such
as general aid, education,
medical treatment, and re-
habilitation.

The financial assis-
tance has been provided to
3,000 patients over the last
three years.

PBM offers medical

treatment for significant ill-
nesses and disabilities
among financially disadvan-
taged patients. It also fos-
ters economic empower-
ment through rehabilitation
initiatives and provides
education stipends to de-
serving and talented stu-
dents from low-income
backgrounds enrolled in
public educational and tech-
nical institutions.

He mentioned that in
the fiscal year 2022-23,
8,390 individuals received
medical assistance, 4,391
were granted educational
scholarships, and 18,375
received educational sti-
pends. PBM aids under-
privileged students in gov-
ernment educational insti-
tutions but excludes those
in private schools or with
parents who are govern-
ment servants.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Dolphin squads of
Islamabad police have been
directed to ensure the
safety of the city’s resi-
dents and provide prompt
assistance in times of emer-
gency.

In adherence to the di-
rectives of Islamabad Capi-
tal City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the SSP Safe City
conducted a comprehensive
briefing session for the of-
ficers and personnel of the
Dolphin Squad (Emergency
Response Unit), as re-
ported by a public relations
officer.

During the briefing, the
SSP Safe City underscored
the critical importance of
swift responses to calls re-
ceived via the Pucar-15
helpline, urging officers and

personnel to take appropri-
ate actions based on the
nature of each incident.

Stringent patrolling
protocols were emphasized
to ensure the safety of the
city’s residents and their
property. Officials were
instructed to interact cour-
teously with citizens, pro-
viding prompt assistance in
times of emergency.

The officers and per-
sonnel received specific di-
rectives to maintain vigilant
scrutiny of suspicious in-
dividuals during their du-
ties, including thorough
checks and swift action
against criminal elements.

Furthermore, the im-
portance of maintaining a
professional and courteous
demeanor towards the pub-
lic, in contrast to traditional
approaches, was stressed.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Institute of
Health (NIH) on Thursday
issued an advisory for the
prevention and control of
Conjunctivitis (Pink eye) to
provide information for
mitigating the risk factors
associated with the trans-
mission of the disease. Ac-
cording to NIH, viral Con-
junctivitis cases surge has
been witnessed in some
parts of the country in past
few weeks. As per the ad-
visory, it is imperative to
undertake immediate and
long-term preventive mea-
sures, and to alert and sen-
sitize the health profession-
als to be vigilant and timely
detect and treat cases of vi-
ral Conjunctivitis and pre-
vent its further transmis-
sion in the community.

The advisory said that
viral conjunctivitis, also
called “Pink Eye” is a highly
contagious acute conjuncti-

val infection usually caused
by an adenovirus with
symptoms including irrita-
tion, photophobia, and wa-
tery discharge (pus or
crusty eyes).

The advisory recom-
mended the measures in-
cluding all viral conjunctivi-
tis patients are encouraged
to be self-quarantined or
isolated for the duration of
symptoms, and seeking
medical care immediately if
symptoms get worsened.

As per directions of
the doctors, patients
should be isolated in the
hospital or at residence and
avoid contact with others.

All patients should
cover eyes with goggles in
order to reduce photopho-
bia symptoms. These pa-
tients should cough or
sneeze into a disposable tis-
sue or the inner crook of the
elbow in order to avoid con-
tamination of hands.

IHC issues
important
directive in

190mln
pounds case

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has issued important
directive in 190 million
pounds case.

The court directed di-
rector industries and labor
department to decide on the
application of registration
within two weeks in case
against delay in registration
under new trust act in 190
million pounds case.

The case came up for
hearing before single bench
of IHC led by Justice
,Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb Thursday.

IHC remarked the pe-
tition filed by petitioner in
connection with registration
be decided within two
weeks.

Justice Miangul
Hasan Aurangzeb inquired
from state counsel why are
you worrying about doing
what is your job. Tell us if
you have not to do regis-
tration.

The court adjourned
the hearing of the case for
two weeks.

SC adjourns
hearing in

plea against
Elahi’s arrest

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court on
Thursday adjourned hear-
ing till indefinite time in a
petition against the arrest
of former chief minister
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi.

A three-member bench
headed by Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood heard the
case.

During the course of
proceeding, the court re-
marked that where had been
written in the law that an
accused shouldn’t be ar-
rested in any case.

A court in Islamabad
had issued such order that
the accused would be ar-
rested with its approval, it
noted and remarked
whether the courts were
giving license to the accused
for crimes.

Justice Tariq remarked
that the judges had taken
oath for the protection of
law. He asked if the police
first sought permission be-
fore the arrest of any ac-
cused.
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Targeting Afghans
The government has given all
illegal immigrants in the coun-
try till the end of the month to
return to their homelands or
risk deportation.

This includes 1.73m Af-
ghans, who, according to Inte-
rior Minister Sarfraz Bugti, are
undocumented. E-tazkiras —
Afghan identity cards — will no
longer be deemed valid after Oct
31, leaving only passports and
visas as the acceptable form of
identification.

Mr Bugti said it is to ensure
the “welfare and security” of
Pakistanis. While security is
paramount, one cannot help
but question the real motive
behind these plans.

The interior minister point-
edly said that of the 24 suicide
attacks that took place in Paki-
stan since January, “14 bomb-
ings were carried out by Afghan
nationals”. This was a troubling
statement to have made on TV
and nothing short of ethnic
profiling.

Even more disturbing was
his announcement of a web
portal and a national helpline
where anyone can report “ille-
gal immigrants” in exchange for
a reward.

These decisions — seem-
ingly targeting the Afghans —
in addition to others taken in
recent weeks suggest there
may be more to it than meets
the eye.

It bears mentioning that
September saw an alarming rise
in the rounding up of Afghans
in the backdrop of renewed ten-
sions between Islamabad and
Kabul, which followed a TTP
attack in Chitral.

The Afghan embassy said
more than 1,000 Afghans were
detained in the past two weeks
— half of them despite having
a legal right to be in Pakistan.

Why was such treatment
meted out to those who have
sought refuge on our soil for
four decades? And with what
conscience, when we are so
quick to urge the West not to
close their doors on war-rav-
aged Syrians, Iranians, and the
like? Was it to pressure the
Taliban rulers in Kabul to ‘do
more’ with the TTP?

While Pakistan cannot allow
such a large number of undocu-
mented foreigners and must
enact measures to properly reg-
ister them, the West, which
packed its bags and left Af-
ghanistan in the lurch, must
also bear responsibility for the
ongoing fallout.

It must provide Pakistan as-
sistance in this endeavour,
monetarily as well as in terms
of technical expertise. It must
also help those migrants who
came here with the hope of
moving to the US or other West-
ern countries under refugee
resettlement programmes.

The migrants allege delays
in the processing of their re-
settlement applications, lack of
help from UNHCR and trouble
securing an extension of their
Pakistani visas. The UNHCR
has belatedly offered to help
Pakistan manage and register
people in need of international
protection.

The Afghans cannot be
wished away. They are a part
of the region’s sociopolitical fab-
ric, and a compassionate, sus-
tainable solution must be
sought for their plight. Aban-
doning them in haste will only
sow seeds of future discord.

Cost of climate inaction

Conspiracy theories, slogans, myths

Only time will tell Crop challenges

Ali Tauqeer Sheikh
The cost of climate change
for Pakistan is very high.
But the cost of inaction and
growing procrastination is
even higher. It is often made
worse by the absence of
coordination among and
within federal ministries
and between the latter and
the provincial departments.

The absence of the
provinces from strategic-
level climate decision-mak-
ing has further trapped the
country in climate passiv-
ity. This cycle is vicious:
the less we prepare our
communities to brace for
climate action, the more
vulnerable our economy
becomes. Some initial ac-
tions on the ground can
help us build credibility,
which is the weakest link
in the chain.

The climate summit in
the UAE next month will

unleash the revision pro-
cess of the Nationally De-
termined Contributions
(NDCs) by all countries,
including Pakistan. The re-
visions will be based on the
recommendations of the
global stocktake that will be
presented at the summit.

This offers the present
interim government an op-
portunity to initiate a na-
tional-level stocktake for a
realistic assessment of
where we stand in climate-
proofing Pakistan’s devel-
opment agenda. A national-
level stocktake can be very
timely and instructive.To
begin with, Pakistan has still
not adopted a national
agenda for climate-proofing
its development priorities
that are duly debated and
approved by parliament
and its committees, or the
cabinet and its specialised
arms such as the National
Economic Council and the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Coun-
cil. Likewise, there are still
no guidelines, timelines, or
budgetary allocations for
climate-proofing public-
sector investments. This
inaction has locked the fu-
ture of millions of people
in maladaptation, vulner-
ability, exclusion, and
marginalisation.

As the Public Sector
Development Programme is
still not climate-proofed,
Pakistan continues to use
PC-1 performa that was
first designed in the 1960s
and casually revised in
2005. This does not help
Pakistan generate essential
data on expenditures on cli-
mate adaptation and miti-
gation, tag climate-related
expenditures, or develop
bankable projects. Not sur-
prisingly, Pakistan does not
successfully attract interna-
tional climate finance, lever-
age private sector invest-
ments, or enable an ecosys-
tem for public-private part-
nerships.

In many ways, the
country is still struggling
with the first generation of
policy planning and strat-
egy papers, without sys-
tematically assessing barri-
ers to their implementation.

Pakistan’s first climate
policy developed in 2012
had committed to a wish
list of 735 actions, includ-
ing 242 priority actions
that were to be completed
by 2015. The remaining
short- and medium-term
goals have mostly remained
unattended, primarily be-
cause these were not ranked
in priority, budgeted, or
negotiated with the con-

cerned line departments.
Ironically, the revised edi-
tion of the climate policy
in 2021 presented, yet
again, another laundry list,
only a longer one.

Pakistan’s NDC sub-
mitted in 2016 to the
UNFCCC (climate change)
secretariat, instead of align-
ing with the climate policy,
went on a different tangent.
As if this wasn’t enough, a
parallel structure was cre-
ated by the Climate Change
Act in 2017 to establish a
climate change authority, a
climate fund, and a (govern-
ing) council. It was ex-
pected they would replace
the climate ministry. While
the first two have still not
been notified, the council
last year held its first meet-
ing. It appears that the ten-
dency to strengthen the
federal grip has persisted,
despite the 18th Amend-
ment. Provincial efforts to
develop their respective cli-
mate policies were stunted,
if not stifled.

The NDC revised in
2021 was also not fully
aligned with national cli-
mate, water, agricultural
and other sectoral national
and provincial policies.
Ironically, it fell short of
building upon the findings
of the Second National

Communication submitted
in the same year to the
UNCFCCC on the
country’s emissions levels.

The SNC showed that
Pakistan has an alarming
trend in greenhouse gas
emissions, recording a 170
per cent increase from 1994
to 2018 and projected an
unbelievable 230pc increase
between 2018 and 2030.
These estimates are based
on fantastic projections of
an economic growth rate of
7pc, a threshold never
touched since the 1960s.
The IMF is now estimat-
ing a growth rate of only
0.5pc for FY23. There is
then a clear case for a down-
ward reduction in the third
national communication as
well as the NDC.

Pakistan’s adaptation
policies have not always
recognised that the
country’s emissions are
mostly generated in agricul-
ture, livestock, forestry and
other land uses, totalling
223.45 MtCO2e (metric
tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent), compared to
218.94 MtCO2e from en-
ergy industries, manufactur-
ing, transportation, and
other sources combined.

Reducing emissions
from agriculture is hardly a
central plank of Pakistan’s

F.S. Aijazuddin

In war, truth is the first ca-
sualty. In Third World
countries, truth all too of-
ten is smothered at birth.
Never more often than
when general elections are
due.

The midwife of our
elections — the Election
Commission of Pakistan —
has informed us that our
general elections will be de-
livered in the last week of
January 2024. The exact
date is a secret to which we
voters are not yet privy.

Traditionally, our
Election Commission has
always been headed by
judges. We have had 16 in
succession since 1969. For
the first time since then,
however, the chief election
commissioner in 2020 was
handpicked from amongst
the bureaucracy.

The present CEC
Sikandar Sultan Raja joined
the DMG/PAS in 1987. His
last posting was as federal
s e c r e t a r y / c h a i r m a n ,
Pak---istan Railways, in
2018. After 14 unsu--ng
months there, he was ap-
pointed CEC in January
2020 for a period of five
years.

According to the ECP
website, the only election
he has ever conducted was
in Azad Jammu & Kashmir,
where in 2016 as chief sec-
retary AJK “he ensured
peaceful, free and fair elec-
tions”. (AJK has 2.7 mil-
lion registered voters; Pa-
kistan has 127m.)

The last ‘free and fair’
elections in Pakistan were
conducted in 1970, under
president Gen Yahya Khan.
The CEC at the time was a
Bengali, Mr Abdus Sattar.
The political maelstrom
that followed left Sattar

stranded in West Pakistan.
Eventually, he returned to
Bangladesh, where in time
he became its seventh
president.

Under our Constitu-
tion, the CEC enjoys the
status of a judge of the Su-
preme Court of Pakistan.
That did not prevent CEC
Raja, however, from flout-
ing the orders of his judicial
brethren in the Supreme
Court, when on March 22,
2023, he postponed the
provincial elections. Some
fear that, sometime before
the last week of January
2024, the bureaucrat CEC
will revert to the lessons he
absorbed during his train-
ing. He will follow prece-
dent — this time, his own.

The CEC’s tenure will
end in January 2025. Like
his predecessor CEC Abdus
Sattar in 1970, he might have
to manage the afterbirth of
the elections, should there
be a controversy over the re-
sults. The political parties
— especially the PPP — are
already in a state of appre-
hensive agitation about the
unevenness of the playing
field. It is not unlikely that
the PPP leadership (father,
aunt and son) may refuse to
accept the results of the
2024 elections, just as Mr
Bhutto did in 1970.

The PML-N — its
former coalition partner and
again its main opponent —
has promised Oct 21 (the
scheduled date of supremo
Nawaz Sharif’s return to Pa-
kistan) as the ‘Day of Deliv-
erance’. Considering that the
PML-N has been in power
on three occasions in the past,
it is approaching the next elec-
tions as Britain’s ruling Con-
servative party is before its
own polls — as political ‘un-
derdogs’. This disheartening
admission was made by the
chairman of the Conservative
Party Greg Hands. He told
delegates at the party confer-
ence a few days ago that (1)
everyone praised Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak, (2) no one
trusted the Labour party, and
(3) whenever Labour oppo-
sition runs the country, it does
the job badly.

It could have been a

script tailored for the
PML-N’s penchant for
hero worship and its con-
descending dismissal of ev-
ery opposition.

There are still four
months to go before our
elections. Although there is
a quasi-em-bargo on news
about the PTI leader Imran
Khan, the little news se-
creted into the me--dia in-
dicates that he has accepted
the te--d-ium of incarcera-
tion, like some schoolboy
after his first homesick
days at boarding school.

It has taken Imran
Khan some time to adjust.
He has, sooner than
expe-cted. That became
apparent when he was in-
formed that he was being
transferred to the compara-
tively more congenial
Adiala jail. He told his cap-
tors that he preferred to re-
main where he was.

The longer his impris-
onment, the stronger his
resolve. When he is released
— as he shall, when the
patience of his captors runs
out — he might like to re-
call the words of an Olym-
pian athlete Louis
Zamperini: “All I did was
pray to God, every day. In
prison camp, the main
prayer was, ‘Get me home
alive, God, and I’ll seek you
and serve you’. I came
home, got wrapped up in
the celebration, and forgot
about the hundreds of
promises I’d made to God.”

From his tenure as
prime minister, Imran
Khan learned the same les-
son Winston Churchill
had, after the unexpected
surrender of Singapore in
World War II. Churchill
wrote of that debacle:
“My advisers ought to
have known and I ought
to have been told, and I
ought to have asked.”

Other leaders, if
elected, should remember
to remain “connected to
the political class, the bu-
reaucracy, the media, the
wider public, and of course
the establishment. To be
isolated … is to be
doomed to impotence”.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Khurram Zia Khan

That Pakistan is a land of
opportunities, is not mere
rhetoric but a reality. Un-
fortunately, flawed plan-
ning, misplaced priorities,
the weak writ of govern-
ments and thoughtless ac-
tions to attain short-term
gains have pushed this coun-
try into a state of disarray.

Pakistan’s agricultural
hands form nearly 42 per
cent of its entire workforce
and consume almost 90pc
of water. This sector is a
major support base for the
textile industry, which
forms the backbone of
Pakistan’s exports. Maize,
cotton, rice, sugarcane and
wheat are our five major
crops; these consume a
major portion of land,
labour and water in the
agrarian sphere. But, de-
spite this, their growth
rate is negligible — just
1.1pc in the last two de-
cades.

A low crop yield,
non-availability of seeds,
inadequate storage facili-
ties, lack of infrastructure
and the minimal to virtu-
ally nonexistent use of
technology are key issues
that plague the country’s
farming belt. The regular
and forceful impacts of
the relatively new climate
change phenomenon have
also emerged as formi-
dable challenges for this
vital zone.

Furthermore, gov-
ernment intervention re-
garding some of the crops
is also proving detrimen-
tal for agriculture. Wheat
is a glaring example of the
state’s intrusion as it is
the only crop that the au-
thorities purchase from
farmers. The government
did set a support price of

wheat to benefit the agri-
culturalists but, unfortu-
nately, due to the power-
ful presence of middle-
men, the real farmers re-
main deprived of the
value they deserve. Hun-
dreds of billions of rupees
are borrowed by the gov-
ernment to obtain and
store wheat, which is then
sold to flour mills so that
the poverty-stricken can
get cheap flour. Addition-
al ly,  the government
subsidises flour further at
the utility stores level.
Therefore, such excessive
intervention from the ad-
ministration has led to a
wheat yield that is stag-
nant  at  around three
tonnes per hectare, which
is a fraction of global
quantities. On the other
hand, the maize and rice
produce are free of direct
executive interference and
these are turning out to be
the jewels of Pakistan’s
agriculture zone as their
high growth rate sur-
passes that of the other
crops.

A deep dive into the
farming sector reveals
that cultivators in most
parts of the country use
seeds of poor quality,
which is regrettable as the
result is a low yield and
an inability to withstand
harsh weather conditions.
Moreover, growers have
limited or no access to
modern techniques. As
for water, much of this
precious commodity goes
to waste in the absence of
any serious effort to in-
troduce solutions that will
help reduce its consump-
tion.

To turn around the
fortunes of Pakistan’s
agriculture sector, the
corporate world must
come forward to play an
active part by investing
in the acquisition of high-
quality seeds and provide
the needed finances and
suppor t  to  upgrade
equipment and machin-
ery. Corporate participa-
tion will also free this
sector  from feudal
clutches, and close coor-

Husain Haqqani
Nations and communities
need narratives, but they
cannot progress with nar-
ratives alone. They also
need practical ideas about
education, healthcare, inno-
vation, external relations,
and economic
growth.Unfortunately, for
far too long, Pakistan’s poli-
tics has revolved around slo-
gans, myths, and con-
spiracy theories. The me-
dia shows little interest in
serious discourse about
policy ideas. Most draw-
ing room conversations are
about who is in and who is
out, who did what to whom,
and various real or imagi-
nary schemes to steal from
the people or acquire
power.

There is an old adage,
“Great minds discuss ideas;
average minds discuss
events; small minds discuss
people.” Applying it to
Pakistan’s general media

discourse, one would be
compelled to believe that
much of it is conducted by
average or small minds. The
public has access to little
that can be described as se-
rious ideas. Few people
question catchphrases that
are repeated without exami-
nation or evidence.

The Oxford Dictio-
nary defines a slogan as “a
word or phrase that is easy
to remember, used for ex-
ample by a political party,
or in advertising, to attract
people’s attention or to sug-
gest an idea.” But Pakistanis
seem to embrace slogans
without much thought and
are swayed by them with-
out asking simple, logical
questions. For instance,
what does it really mean
when Pakistani leaders de-
scribe their country as ‘a
citadel of Islam’ or promise
to create ‘Madina ki
Riyasat?’ Islam has been
the faith of billions in its
more than 1400 year his-
tory. Did Islam not need or
have a citadel until the cre-
ation of the state of Paki-
stan in 1947?

Similarly, do the
hordes that are motivated
to commit violence in the
name of protecting the
Prophet’s (pbuh) honour
or Islam’s dignity ever think
if their actions actually ful-

fil their stated objective?
Are speeches about
‘dushman ko naist o nabood
kar dein ge’ (we will reduce
the enemy to rubble) ever
considered in the light of
reality? Sticking it to the
Americans or Israelis or In-
dians gets applause at
home, but does it even stir
powerful governments or
countries?

Why has there been
no UN resolution on Kash-
mir since 1957 and, given
that the UN’s membership
has gone from 82 in 1957
to 193 since then, would a
similar resolution pass to-
day? Is ‘iron brother’ when
applied to China anything
more than verbiage, given
that China (or any country
for that matter) makes poli-
cies on the basis of its in-
terests not on some verbal
bond of brotherhood.

Empty slogans are of-
ten backed by myths, de-
fined in the Dictionary as
“a widely held but false
belief or idea.” From sto-
ries denigrating those we
dislike to ones that extol the
virtues of those we admire,
there are hundreds of
myths under discussion in
Pakistan at any given time.
The advent of social media
has increased the speed at
which myths can spread
and those who believe them

often cite their WhatsApp
messages, Twitter/X, or
Facebook as a reliable
source of information.

A little research, which
at least the media and na-
tional leaders should engage
in, would show that some
of the founding arguments
of elaborate theories about
Pakistan’s history, foreign
relations, and economy are
just plain fabrications. Re-
search shows that Liaquat
Ali Khan never got an invi-
tation to the Soviet Union
in 1949, let alone turned it
down; there were no secret
clauses in the 1966
Tashkent agreement or the
1972 Simla Accord; the
Americans never promised
to send their fleet to save
erstwhile East Pakistan
from becoming Bangladesh;
no Pakistani leader sold out
Kashmir, it just became in-
ternationally less conten-
tious; and Gwadar was
never going to be a bigger
port than Dubai or
HongKong.

While myths are just
made up stories that make
people feel better about
their circumstances or ex-
plain away difficulties and
setbacks, conspiracy theo-
ries are the staple of many
narratives in Pakistan. In
1991, Washington Post re-
porter Steve Coll had writ-

ten from Islamabad about
Pakistan’s ‘political culture
of shadow games’. Almost
twenty years later, in 2010,
New York Times reporter
Sabrina Tavernise observed
that “Conspiracy is a na-
tional sport in Pakistan”.
Sadly, another 13 years
have passed, and little has
changed.

Conspiracism is de-
fined in the Oxford English
Dictionary as “the belief
that major historical and
political events are brought
about as the result of a con-
spiracy between interested
parties or are manipulated
by or on behalf of an un-
known group of influential
people”. Conspiracy theo-
ries are the dominant mode
for explaining the country’s
often sorry state of affairs.

Officially sanctioned
deception, including projec-
tion of embellished Paki-
stani accomplishments and
tailoring of history to con-
ceal failings and failures, has
altered the psyche of Paki-
stani citizens, making them
see conspiracy in every
corner. Conspiracism has
bred an aversion to dispas-
sionate examination of facts
and precluded realism in
policymaking. That, in
turn, makes it difficult to
reduce or manage the
country’s myriad problems

with alternative prescrip-
tions that might not con-
form to conspiracist as-
sumptions.

Scholars who have
studied the reasons for a
society’s propensity to
conspiracism point out that
they are often rooted in a
desire to explain away hard-
ship. Experts also maintain
that isolation and
groupthink are important
parts of convincing people
that they are victims of a
conspiracy.

Conspiracy theory
promoters keep their sup-
porters happy with nation-
alist rhetoric, while ignoring
tough questions. We never
hear a discussion about why
the per hectare yield of
Pakistan’s major crops is
almost half of most other
countries, why Pakistanis
consume 34 per cent less
calories on average than the
rest of the world, or why
the value of Pakistan’s cot-
ton textiles exports is less
than that of Bangladesh
while Pakistan is the world’s
fourth largest cotton pro-
ducer and Bangladesh pro-
duces negligible amount of
cotton. But addressing those
hard questions, not
sloganeering or conspiracism,
is how Pakistan problems are
likely to be solved.  -- Cour-
tesy TheNews

dination with the farm-
ers will contribute sig-
nificantly to an increase
in the yield as well as en-
sure the well-being of
those tilling the soil. Ma-
jor organisations can also
help restructure the sec-
tor and aid the govern-
ment in generating rev-
enue in the form of taxes.
They will also create bet-
ter storage facilities so
that farmers can store the
harvest as opposed to
throwing it into the river
when the desired prices
are denied.

The involvement of
corporates in dairy farm-
ing can serve as a bench-
mark — packaged milk
companies  working
closely with dairy farm-
ers collaborate with both
large herd owners and
those with two to three
milk-producing dairy
animals.  Hence small
herd owners can earn
from the excess milk pro-
duced by their domestic
animals, instead of hav-
ing to dispose of it due
to the lack of storage.
This sector also contrib-
utes to the national ex-
chequer and is set to ex-
port dairy products.

The induction of
corporates is one solution,
but I am sure there are
numerous others too.
Globally, agricultural land
is shrinking because of
the rise in population and
i n c r e a s e d
industrialisation. Many
countries are now buying
land in Africa and other
places to cultivate crops
for their people.

As the food crisis is
expected to climb, Paki-
stan too has the poten-
tial to evolve into a leader
in global food supplies
by revamping its food
production. The time is
ripe for those at the helm
of affairs to recognise the
importance and benefits
of making Pakistan  a
food-surp lus  country
and lawmakers should
strive on a war footing to
achieve this goal .   - -
Courtesy Dawn

NDC or the National Ad-
aptation Plan, approved in
July this year. The data pre-
sented in SNC provides
Pakistan a foundation for a
science-based policy. It
should inform the national
stocktake of NDC revi-
sions, as well as the devel-
opment of national and
provincial action plans for
NAP implementation.

The national stocktake
will only pave the way for a
serious discourse on
Pakistan’s biggest develop-
ment challenge. It can serve
as a precursor for Pakistan’s
intent to reform and act for
climate resilience. The glo-
bal landscape of interna-
tional climate finance is
overly complex and, mostly
out of reach for developing
countries. An earnest assess-
ment on where we stand will
help strengthen three do-
mains: i) streamlining and
reforming institutional
make-up and competencies,
ii) deepening understanding
of how global climate fi-
nance has evolved and how
it can be accessed, and iii)
understanding how to de-
risk climate finance invest-
ments to attract national
and international capital.
Above all, it will help en-
hance Pakistan’s credibility.
-- Courtesy Dawn
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KARACHI: Caretaker Federal Minister Education Madad Ali Sindhi
distributing Awards during the “Academia Choice Award 2023” organized
by all Sindh private school & College Association .

HYDERABAD: Members of Teachers Organization are holding protest
demonstration for acceptance of their demands, in connection of World
Teachers Day, held at Hyderabad press club.

KARACHI: Jamat-e-Islami (JI) Karachi Chief,
Hafiz Naeem-ur-Rehman addresses to media
persons during press conference, at Idara-e-Noor-
ul-Haq in Karachi.

LAHORE: Durmus Bastug, newly appointed
Turkish Consul General in Lahore called on
Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman
at Governor House.

LAHORE: History Art and Crafting students in
NCA Lahore is being watched by various colleges
and art lovers.

PESHAWAR: Police display a huge quantity of
smuggled liquor, recovered during an operation.

LARKANA: Jeay Sindh Mahaz (JSM) Chairman,
Riaz Chandio addresses to media persons during
press conference, at Larkana press club

CM KP chairs Sehat Card Scheme meeting

KP Govt, SLIP agree for
regular monthly payments

through installment

Pakistan and Turkiye
enjoy close historical

& friendly ties: Baligh

US Consul General
calls on CM Naqvi
Independent Report

LAHORE: US Consul
General Ms. Kristin K.
Hawkins deputed in
Lahore met with the
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi here
on Thursday in which
matters pertaining to
mutual interests,
promotion of bilateral
relations and enhancing
cooperation in various
sectors were discussed.

The American Consul
General lauded steps being
taken by the Punjab
government under the
leadership of CM Mohsin
Naqvi with regard to
restoration and renovation
of religious places
especially of historical
buildings. The American
Consul General stated that
the Punjab government is
doing an appreciable work
in order to safeguard and
protect the religious and
cultural heritage.

CM Mohsin Naqvi
while talking with the
American Consul General

underscored that all
citizens including the
minorities enjoy equal
rights in Pakistan
according to the
constitution. “We have
chalked out a
comprehensive plan for the
restoration of religious and
historical buildings.” CM
Mohsin Naqvi outlined
that the Punjab government
is vigorously pursuing its
uniform agenda of progress
by making the welfare and
prosperity of the people as
its focal point.

The American Consul
General while talking to the
CM underlined that ‘we
would further promote
cooperation in various
sectors with the Punjab
government’.

Provincial Minister
for Information and
Culture Amir Mir,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home), Deputy
Commissioner Lahore and
officials of American
Consulate were also
present on the occasion.

Minister stresses
measures to reduce

medical treatment cost

Minister highlights
significance of

teachers in society

SHC seeks reply from govt

Sale of sensitive
data of Pakistanis
on dark web case

Independent Report
LAHORE: Durmus
Bastug, the newly
appointed Turkish Consul
General in Lahore, called on
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at Governor
House Lahore. The
Governor of Punjab
expressed his best wishes
for the Consul General.
During the meeting,
bolstering bilateral relations
between Pakistan and
Turkiye and enhancing
cooperation in the fields of
education, trade, and
tourism were discussed in
detail.

Speaking on this
occasion, Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that Turkiye

is a brotherly country.
Pakistan and Turkiye
enjoy close historical and
friendly ties. He said that
there should be maximum
exchange of educational
and trade delegations
between Turkiye and
Pakistan.

The exchange of
delegations at the public
level will further promote
bilateral relations in the
field of trade and tourism,
he added.

Governor Punjab said
that a large number of
Pakistanis go to Turkiye
for the purpose of tourism,
and a large number of
Pakistani students are also
studying in Turkish
universities.  He said that
there are opportunities for

foreign direct investment in
Pakistan for Turkish
investors. Governor Punjab
said that the government is
grateful to Turkiye for
helping the flood victims in
Pakistan last year.

He said that the
Pakistani government and
people came forward to
help the earthquake victims
in Turkey. He said that the
state-of-the-art Rajab
Tayyab Erdogan Hospital
established in
Muzaffargarh with the
cooperation of Turkiye is
providing quality health
facilities to the people.
Governor Punjab
underlined the need to
further expand cooperation
with Turkiye in the field
of health.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government and State Life
Insurance Pakistan here
Thursday agreed that
payment will be made to
the latter on regular
monthly installments for
Sehat Card scheme.

This was decided
during an important
meeting regarding Sehat
Card Scheme held here at
Chief Minister’s House
with Caretaker Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad
Azam Khan in the chair.

Matters related to the
implementation of reforms
approved by the provincial
cabinet to run the scheme
on sustainable basis, and
payment of outstandings
to the implementing
partner i.e. State Life
Insurance Company came
under discussion.Advisor
to the Chief Minister for
Health Dr. Riaz Anwar,

Chief Secretary Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry, Chief
Executive Officer of the
State Life Insurance
Company and other
concerned authorities
attended the meeting.It
was agreed in the meeting
that in future, payment
will be made to State Life
Insurance Company on
regular monthly
instal lments .Relevan t
authorities of health
department were directed
to ensure implementation
of newly approved reforms
in the minimum possible
time.Talking on the
occasion, the caretaker
Chief Minister said that his
government was not only
committed to run Sehat
Card Scheme on sustainable
basis but also taking
concrete steps to this
effect.He said that the
provincial government was
facing financial crunch due
to non-payment of due

shares by the federal
government on time, and
that’s why the provincial
government was facing
difficulties in paying the
dues to State Life Insurance
Company, and added that
despite the financial
crunch, it was the top most
priority of the caretaker
provincial government to
continue the provision of
free healthcare facilities
under the Sehat Card
Scheme.He maintained that
all possible efforts were
being made to make this
scheme more pro-poor and
sustainable adding that
reforms have been
introduced to this effect
with the aim that maximum
benefit of the schemes goes
to the underprivileged
ones.It was also agreed in
the meeting that
emergency operations
would not be suspended
under Sehat Card Scheme
in any case.

Minister stresses
importance of regular
check-ups for women
Independent Report

LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Health Minister
Professor Dr. Javed Akram
emphasised the importance
of regular medical check-
ups for women over the age
of 40 to combat the rising
rate of breast cancer in
Pakistan.

At an awareness
seminar, held at the
University of Home
Economics here on
Thursday, Dr Akram
highlighted the global
significance of World
Breastfeeding Week and
stressed the need to
educate young girls about
breast cancer prevention to
ensure their long-term
health. He revealed a
concerning statistic, stating
that 9 out of every 100
women in Pakistan are
currently battling breast

cancer.
The seminar,

organised in reference to
the World Breastfeeding
Week, received
commendation from Dr.
Javed Akram, who
acknowledged the
university’s efforts in
raising awareness.

The seminar also saw
the participation of key
figures in healthcare and
academia, including DG
Health Services Dr. Ilyas
Gondal, Vice Chancellor of
the University of Home
Economics Dr. Faleha
Zahra Kazmi, and
Registrar Shujaat Munif,
along with numerous
teachers and students. The
event underscored the
critical role of awareness
and regular screenings in
the fight against breast
cancer in Pakistan.

10 dead in Punjab
road accidents

PRCS organizes seminar
to raise mines risk
awareness in AJK

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Minister for Primary and
Secondary Healthcare Dr
Jamal Nasir has stressed
the need to lower the cost
of medical treatment,
especially medicines’
prices, in the light of the
country’s current economic
challenges.

Speaking at the
Provincial Drugs Quality
Control Board meeting on
Thursday, he highlighted
Pakistan’s economic
constraints and the need to
control rising treatment
costs.

Dr. Nasir called upon
the government
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,
pharmaceutical companies,
and stakeholders to
collaborate on a
comprehensive strategy to
lower medicines’ prices. He
emphasised the importance
of safeguarding Pakistan’s
prosperity and economic

growth by ensuring
accessible healthcare for all.
He urged medical-related
businesses to prioritise
public welfare over
personal profits.

Highlighting the
humanitarian aspect of
medicines, Dr. Nasir said
that quality medication
was a fundamental right of
people and encouraged the
local pharmaceutical
industry to produce
internationally acclaimed
medicines in Pakistan. He
commended the role of the
Provincial Quality Control
Board in ensuring
availability of quality
medicines in Punjab and
stressed the importance of
fair hearing for all cases.

The meeting was
attended by Special
Secretary Health
Muhammad Iqbal,
Additional Secretary Drugs
Dr. Qalandar Khan.

M U Z A F F A R A B A D
(APP): Pakistan Red
Crescent Society AJK
chapter, with the support
of the International
Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) successfully
organized a seminar aimed
at enhancing risk awareness
and safer behaviors among
journalists in
Muzaffarabad.The event
was held at Central Press
Club here Thursday, with
an enthusiastic turnout of
local journalists, media
professionals and
representatives from
various media outlets.

Secretary Pakistan
Red Crescent Society
Chapter Gulzar Fatima
graced the event as chief
guest. Besides, officials
from Civil Defence
department and other
stakeholders also
participated in the seminar.

In today’s rapidly
evolving media landscape,
journalists often find
themselves working in
high-risk environments,

covering events ranging
from natural disasters to
conflicts and emergencies.
Recognizing the crucial
role of journalists in
disseminating timely and
accurate information, the
Pakistan Red Crescent
Society took the initiative
to provide them with
essential knowledge and
skills to ensure their safety
while reporting from the
field.The seminar included
a comprehensive program
featuring expert speakers,
interactive workshops and
practical demonstrations.

The participants
were privileged to hear
from distinguished
speakers who shared their
experiences and insights
into risk management and
safer reporting practices.

The event also
featured representatives
from the local government
and the Red Crescent, who
reiterated their
commitment to supporting
the safety and well-being
of journalists.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Provincial
Caretaker Minister for
Primary, Secondary and
Higher Education, Dr.
Muhammad Qasim Jan has
emphasized the significant
role of teachers in society
stating that their
contribution in nation
building cannot be
undermined.He expressed
these views as a special guest
at an event commemorating
International Teachers Day
at Government Higher
Secondary School No: 1 in
Peshawar. The event
featured speeches, national
songs, and tributes by
students to their teachers.

He expressed
gratitude to teachers for
their services and

highlighted their pivotal
role in the country’s
development. He also
urged students to honor
and respect their teachers,
recognize their role in
nurturing society and
shaping the future
generation.The minister
assured that economic
challenges would be
addressed and teachers’
issues including their up-
gradation would be
resolved soon. He
encouraged teachers to
focus their energies on
providing quality
education and assured
them that the government
is committed to addressing
their concerns and
providing them with
necessary support.

KARACHI (Online):
Sindh High Court (SHC)
has sought reply from
federal government till
November 01 in the case
of selling sensitive data of
Pakistanis on dark web.

During the hearing of
the case Deputy Attorney
General (DAG) told the
court notice was issued to
provincial government
instead of seeking reply
from federal government.

We will reply if notice
is issued to federal
government.

The petitioner Tariq
Masood advocate said all
institutions have filed
replies. Seeking reply from
secretary IT and
Telecommunication is
must.

The court while
seeking reply from federal
government till November

01 ordered DAG to
implement April 20, 2021
decision.

The court directed
DAG he should give
arguments on next hearing.
Implement the court orders
in the light of April, 20,
2021 decision. If court’s
orders are not implemented
then secretary IT and
telecommunication should
appear in person.

The counsel for the
petitioner said federal
government is delaying
legislation persistently. No
national cyber policy has
been formed so far. 4 major
incidents related to cyber
have occurred so far in
Pakistan.

It is pertinent to
mention court had ordered
all respondents and IT
Telecommunication on
April 20,2021 to file reply.

Independent Report
LAHORE: At least 10
people were killed and
1,202 others injured in
1,129 road traffic crashes
in Punjab during the last 24
hours.

As many as 592
people with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
610 with minor injuries
were treated at the incident
site by the rescue medical
teams.

The analysis showed
that 567 drivers, 44
underage drivers, 165
pedestrians, and 480
passengers were among the

victims of road accidents.
The statistics showed

that 255 accidents were
reported in Lahore, which
affected 281 persons,
placing the provincial
capital at top of the list,
followed by 74 in Multan
with 84 victims, and at
third Faisalabad with 70
accidents and 77 victims.

According to the
data, 978 motorbikes, 77
auto-rickshaws, 98
motorcars, 24 vans, 16
passenger buses, 13 trucks
and 114 other types of
vehicles and slow-moving
carts were involved in the
road accidents.

Forests jewel of
earth: ACS South

MULTAN (APP):
Additional Chief Secretary
South Punjab, Saqib Zafar
has said that the forests
were the beauty of the
universe and jewel of earth.

He expressed these
views during the
inauguration of the tree-
plantation drive at Lal
Sohanra National Park
Bahawalpur as 2500
saplings were planted on
the first day. Secretary
Forest and Wildlife South
Punjab Sarfraz Khan Magsi
was also accompanied by
him.

Secretary Livestock
Nasir Jamal Hotiana,

Secretary Services Amjad
Shoaib Khan Tareen,
Secretary Irrigation Abdul
Khaliq Razzaqi and others
also took part in the
campaign and planted
saplings.

ACS South Punjab
while addressing the
ceremony said that
Pakistan was facing
adverse effects of climate
change and that last year’s
flood due to heavy rains
was also the result of
climate change. He said the
global temperature was
increasing which poses
serious threats to the
whole world.

Islam is religion
of peace: VC

SUKKUR (APP): Vice
Chancellor (VC), Arore
University Sukkur Engr
Zahid Hussain Khand has
said Islam is a religion of
peace and Allah dislikes
Shirk and clashes which
can be avoided by
following the teachings of
Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH).

Addressing a
ceremony here Thursday,
he said that we must form
a society on the basis
justice, which must be
irrespective of any kind of
biases and differences. The
VC said that the biggest
problem of the world was
to establish peace in the
world and the problem
could be solved by
preaching the teachings of
Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH).

Other speakers said
that the life of Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) was
the best example for us and
it was the responsibility of
parents and teachers to
transfer our love with
Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH) to the next
generation.

They said that Islamic
literature was being
removed from curriculum
books under a conspiracy
and the West was making
progress by following
some of the principles of
Islam adding that Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) was
the blessing for the
universe.

Senior faculty
members and a large
number of students were
present on the occasion.

749,177 children
administered
polio drops
in Sialkot

SIALKOT (APP): Deputy
Commissioner sialkot
Captain (retd) Shah Mir
Iqbal said on Thursday that
during the first three days
of national anti-polio
campaign, 749,177 children
were administered polio
drops in the district.

Provision of vitamin-
A to children aged 6 months
to five years was also
ensured, he said.

Chief Executive
Officer Health Dr Rehan
gave the deputy
commissioner briefing on
the anti-polio campaign.
The meeting was informed
that during the campaign,
which started on October
2, the target of giving
772,711 children up to five
years age polio vaccine
was set and so far 97 per
cent of the target had been
achieved. While vitamin-A
drops were also being given
to improve immunity in
children.

The meeting was told
that during the first visit of
the anti-polio teams.

Two person,
girl killed

FAISALABAD (APP):
Two persons including a
girl were killed in different
incidents near here on
Thursday.

According to Rescue-
1122, Javeria (8) suffered
fatal electric shock from a
water pump at her home in
Chak No 627-GB and died
on the spot.

Separately, a man was
shot dead over the
suspicion of illicit relations
in the limits of Garh police
station.

According to a
spokesperson, the victim
Tanveer of Thatha Doka
wanted to marry a girl of
his own choice but the
alleged accused
Muhammad Sabtain,
Fareed and Javed, brothers
of the girl Rukaiya shot him
dead and fled.

Police have shifted
the body to the mortuary
for autopsy and registered
a case against the accused.

DG Information
visits KP Radio

FM 92.2
PESHAWAR (Online):
Muhammad Imran, the
Director General of
Information and Public
Relations, paid his
inaugural visit to
Pakhtunkhwa Radio FM
92.2 in Peshawar following
his appointment. During
the visit, he conducted a
comprehensive inspection
of various sections of the
radio station, including
both on-air and off-air
studios. Accompanying
him was Sahibzada Hassan
Ali, the Deputy Director
of Administration. Ghulam
Hussain Ghazi, the Station
Director of Pakhtunkhwa
Radio, provided a detailed
briefing on the station’s
operations, which
encompass news bulletins,
current affairs, and
infotainment programs.
Muhammad Imran
expressed his contentment
with the performance of
the radio programs and
urged for the introduction
of more innovative content.

University’s role
in agriculture

dev. lauded
DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Vice Chancellor of
Agriculture University
Prof. Dr Shakibullah has
said the university is
playing an effective role in
agriculture development
through the promotion of
research-based knowledge
among the students.

He expressed these
views during a meeting
with former Member
Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Tank Mehmood
Bettani who called on him
here on Thursday.

He said that modern
challenges could be tackled
only by promoting
innovations and in this
regard, he emphasized that
creative thinking should be
inculcated among students.
As part of such efforts.
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ISLAMABAD: Country Head of World Bank Waleed called on Federal
Minister for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad.

ISLAMABAD: Newly appointed Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, H.E Mr.
Jiang Zaidong, called on Federal Minister for Finance, Revenue & Economic
Affairs at Finance Division.

SIALKOT: Chief Executive Muhammad Zubair Motiwala and Secretary Trade
Development Authority of Pakistan Dr Farid Iqbal Qureshi addressing to
exporters at SCCI.

QUETTA: Mechanics repairing faulted generators at Mission Road Quetta
as per increased demand due to QESCO Operations.

QUETTA: Balochistan Mines Owners Association
Quetta President, Mir Nusrat Hussain along with
others addresses to media persons during press
conference held at Quetta press club.

ISLAMABAD: PTCL and Ufone 4G Group Chief
Marketing Officer, Atif Raza presents a memento
bat signed by Babar Azam, Pakistan Cricket Team
captain t Hatem Bamatraf, President and Group
CEO PTCL and Ufone 4G, during a TV commercial
reveal event, held at Ufone Tower (PTCL Group
Headquarters) in Islamabad

High-Level meeting
strengthens economic ties

between Pakistan, Kazakhstan

Fawad expresses resolve to
privatize loss-making entities

Dr.Umar saif efforts to
boost IT exports to $4 bln

Chinese Envoy calls
on Finance Minister

Diversifying economic activities
stressed to protect Pak economy

from global uncertainties

Minister emphasises proper
use of artificial intelligence

in agriculture sector

ICCI and ICSTSI call for
promoting ease of doing

business to revive economy

Pakistan’s banking system
sound, deposits perfectly

safe: SBP clarifies

Rs.295.6m fine imposed
on 2383 power pilferers

Railways to solarize
entire power its

network in phases

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
a move towards enhancing
economic cooperation and
bilateral trade, Pakistan’s
Minister of Commerce and
Industry, Dr. Gohar Ejaz,
engaged in a Zoom meeting
with the Minister of Trade
and Integration of the
Republic of Kazakhstan,
Shakkaliyev Arman.

The virtual meeting
served as a platform for
both nations to explore
opportunities for a
mutually beneficial
partnership and to foster
greater economic
collaboration, said a press
release issued here.

Minister Shakkaliyev
Arman began the
discussions by highlighting
the deep-rooted friendship
and the untapped
potential  for  t rade
between Kazakhstan and
Pakistan.

He emphasized the
need for expanding
cooperation in various

sectors and increasing the
trade volume between the
two nations.

Minister Arman
expressed particular
interest in exploring trade
opportunities in
agricultural products and
the potential for transit
trade and logistics through
the Pakistani ports of
Gwadar and Karachi,
facilitating access to South
Asian markets.

Dr. Gohar Ejaz,
Pakistan’s Minister of
Commerce and Industry,
reciprocated the
enthusiasm for closer
economic ties,
a c k n o w l e d g i n g
Kazakhstan’s remarkable
progress as a regional
player.

He lauded
Kazakhstan’s progress as
its GDP has reached $250
billion and international
trade stands at $150
billion.

Minister Ejaz stated,

“While Pakistan’s
international trade stands
at $100 billion, with a
GDP of $350 billion, our
mutual trade with
Kazakhstan stands at a
mere $100 million. Our
vision is to increase
exports by $100 billion in
five years, and we welcome
Kazakhstan to be part of
this journey.”

Dr. Ejaz announced a
target of $1 billion in trade
with Kazakhstan and
highlighted Pakistan’s
capacity to bring
substantial value to
Kazakhstan through its
huge market for energy,
industry, and small and
medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs).

Minister Ejaz
extended a warm invitation
to Minister Shakkaliyev
Arman and business
delegates from Kazakhstan
to visit Pakistan and
explore investment
opportunities.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
Privatization Fawad
Hassan Fawad on
Thursday expressed the
firm resolve of the
government to privatize
major loss-making state-
owned enterprises to avoid
a substantial financial drain
of national resources as
well as enhancing their
working efficiencies.

The minister held a
meeting with the Country
Head of the World Bank
Najy Benhassine and
discussed the caretaker
government’s strategic
agenda for privatization,
with specific attention to
privatizing Pakistan

International Airlines
(PIA) and optimizing the
performance of
Distribution Companies
(DISCOs).This concerted
effort aims to rectify
substantial financial losses
incurred by these entities
and thereby alleviate the
fiscal burden on the
government, said a press
release.The Minister said
that the federal government
including the Apex
committee of SIFC,
comprising civil
bureaucracy, military
leadership, and political
stakeholders, have
unanimously agreed to
undertake the privatization
of major loss-making State-

Owned Enterprises (SOEs)
which are already on the
privatization list.

He said that the PIA
has emerged as the
foremost priority for
privatization due to its
persistent and staggering
financial losses, amounting
to billions of rupees
annually, adding that
privatizing PIA is
considered imperative to
remove these losses and
improve its operational
efficiency.

Fawad Hasan Fawad
explained the outlines of
the PIA privatization plan,
expressing the
government’s intention to
engage the World Bank.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information
Technology and
Telecommunication, Dr.
Umar Saif expressed the
hope that the decision to
allow IT companies to
retain 50 percent of their
export proceeds in special
foreign currency accounts
will increase IT exports to
$4 billion.

This groundbreaking
move fulfills a longstanding
demand of the IT sector
and underscores Dr. Saif’s
unwavering commitment to
the industry’s growth.

Previously, IT
companies were permitted
to retain only 35 percent
of their export proceeds in
foreign currency accounts,
making this decision a
pivotal step toward
streamlining financial
operations and bolstering
the industry’s potential.

The inclusion of
“digitization and
enhancement of forex
retention for IT
companies” on the agenda
of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
meeting marked a
significant milestone.

Following the
directives of the SIFC, SBP
is now set to revise foreign
exchange regulations,
permitting IT exporters
and companies to retain 50
percent of their export
proceeds in these
specialized foreign
currency accounts.

The Ministry of IT
and Telecom played a
central role in brokering
successful negotiations
between the IT sector and
the State Bank, reinforcing
the government’s
commitment to fostering a
conducive environment for
technological innovation.

Dr. Umar Saif ’s
tireless advocacy for the IT
industry bore fruit when he
brought the sector ’s
demands to the federal
government’s attention,
resulting in its inclusion on
the SIFC’s agenda.

This proactive
approach has led to a
milestone decision that
will not only enhance the
IT industry’s
competitiveness but also
provide companies the
opportunity to transfer
their accounts from abroad
to Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman (FTO)
Meher Kashif Younis on
Thursday said
diversification of economic
activities across various
sectors including
technology, renewable
energy, agriculture,
healthcare and
manufacturing can shield
Pakistan from the
uncertainties of global
markets.

Speaking at a seminar
on “The importance of
diversification in economic
growth” held here under the
aegis of Gold Ring
Economic Fourm, a
strategic think tank, he said
as Pakistan continues to
navigate the complexities
of the international
economy, diversification
can prove to be a pivotal
strategy for sustainable
growth and resilience, said
a news release here.

He said in today’s
interconnected world,
economies are increasingly
interdependent. By
investing in diverse
sectors, we can mitigate

risks associated with
economic downturns in
specific industries.

He said more over,
diversification fosters
innovation and
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p .
Encouraging a wide range
of industries not only
creates job opportunities
but also nurtures a culture
of creativity and
adaptability.

Innovation is a driving
force behind economic
progress, and diverse
industries provide a fertile
ground for new ideas and
inventions.

“we can build a
robust and resilient
economy that can
withstand the challenges of
the modern world while
fostering sustainable
development and
prosperity for all citizens
of Pakistan”, he added.

Meher Kashif Younis
said additionally,
diversification enhances
our global competitiveness
as a varied economic base
allows us to cater to a
broader range of
international markets.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for National Food Security
and Research, Dr. Kausar
Abdullah Malik on
Thursday emphasized the
proper use of artificial
Intelligence in the
agriculture sector to
revolutionize farming
practices for a more
efficient and sustainable
future.The minister held a
meeting with the Chairman
Higher Education
Commission (HEC) Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed to discuss
matters of mutual interest.

Kausar said that by
adopting advanced farming
techniques, we can
improve production and
storage which will ensure
food security in the

country.He sought
cooperation from the HEC
to assist the Ministry in
the use of artificial
intelligence in the
agriculture sector.

The HEC offered the
Ministry to have joint
projects with agriculture
universities, research
organizations, and
SUPARCO for food
security by utilizing
artificial intelligence and
supercomputers.

The Ministry of
National Food Security &
Research would hold a joint
conference with the HEC
agriculture universities to
devise plans & strategies
for utilizing these modern
technologies in the
agriculture sector.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Chinese Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong called on the
Federal Minister for
Finance, Revenue, &
Economic Affairs, Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar at
Finance Division, today.

While felicitating
Ambassador Jiang Zaidong
on his appointment as
Ambassador of People’s
Republic of China to
Pakistan, the Minister
appreciated the enduring,
robust, and time tested
friendly relations between
the two countries. The
Finance Minister
expressed government’s
unwavering commitment to
further strengthen these
ties. She also expressed
gratitude for China’s
invaluable support and
assistance to Pakistan in
various sectors.Outlining
Government’s resolve

towards economic reforms,
Dr. Akhtar underlined the
importance of these
reforms in the
revitalization of the
national economy. The
Minister reaffirmed
Pakistan’s determination to
successfully completing
the IMF Programme,
demonstrating the
government’s commitment
to sound economic
governance.Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong praised the
efforts of the government
towards the economic
reforms and revival of the
economy. The Chinese
Ambassador assured
continuation of the Chinese
support to Pakistan. The
meeting also reviewed and
discussed the progress of
projects under CPEC and
highlighted its strategic
significance in the context
of regional.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The business community
on Thursday urged the
government to focus on
promoting ease of doing
business in order to
facilitate the growth of
trade and business
activities for reviving the
economy of the country,
which was passing through
difficult times.

This demand was
made during the visit of a
delegation of the Islamabad
Chamber of Small Traders
and Small Industries to
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(ICCI), said a press release.

Speaking on the
occasion, President ICCI
Ahsan Bakhtawari said
that small businesses play
an important role in
promoting economic
activities and urged the
Capital Development
Authority to address their
key issues to facilitate
them in business
development.

He emphasized that
the allot plots to Chambers
of Small Traders and Small
Industries so that these
trade bodies can play a
more effective role in
promoting small
businesses to improve
exports, generate jobs and
help revive the economy.

He said that due to
the high transaction costs
and tough collateral
requirements, small
businesses are facing great
problems in getting loans
from banks and urged the
government to address this
issue to increase their share
in the total credit of the
private sector.

It will enable
businesses to play an
enhanced role in the
economic development of
the country. He assured
that ICCI would cooperate
with ICSTSI in resolving
the key issues of small
traders and small industries
to facilitate their better
growth.

KARACHI (APP): State
Bank of Pakistan,
Thursday, stated that
banking system in Pakistan
is safe and sound under a
robust regulatory and
supervisory framework of
SBP with a layer of
protection through
insurance cover and all the
deposits were perfectly
safe.

The banking system
in Pakistan is adequately
capitalized, highly liquid
and profitable and its
ability to withstand a set
of severe shocks has
further improved while
94% of the depositors were
fully protected under the
Deposit Protection Act
2016, the central bank
clarified through a
statement issued here.

The SBP

spokesperson said that
certain sections of the
media, on the basis of a
statement given by
Deputy Governor SBP, Dr.
Inayat Hussain during the
meeting of Senate Standing
Committee on Finance and
Revenue, were implying as
if bank deposits above
Rs500,000 in the banking
system in Pakistan were
unsafe.

The SBP
categorically stated that
the deposits were safe
owing to a sound banking
system in Pakistan that
was working under a robust
regulatory and supervisory
framework of SBP while
the sector was adequately
capitalized, highly liquid
and profitable with a low
level of net non-performing
loans, i.e. bad loans.

FAISALABAD (APP):
The Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company (Fesco)
caught 2,383 pilferers
during last 28 days and
imposed a fine of over Rs
295.6 million in various
areas of the company
during an ongoing special
anti-power theft
drive.Spokesman Tahir
Sheikh said on Thursday
that over 6.527 million
detection units were
charged. A sum of over Rs
119 million was also
recovered from defaulters.
He said that 2,300 cases

were registered against
accused in various police
stations whereas police
also arrested 1,838
pilferers so far.

He said that the teams
detected electricity theft at
840 points in Faisalabad
district and imposed a fine
of Rs101.5 mil lion on
them under the head of
2.247 million detection
units. In Jhang district,
teams  caugh t  2 25
electricity thieves and
imposed a fine of Rs
35 .7  mi l l i on  und er
823,000 detection units.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways is all set
to start switching its entire
stations’ power network
including major railway
stations, offices,
workshops, and factories to
solar systems in different
phases which would help
to save billions of rupees
for the department.

“The s t ep  i s
expected to save Rs. 1.8
billion in the first phase
to the department, later
on ,  more  s ta t ion s ,
o f fices ,  and  o th er
facilities will be added in
the subsequent phases,”

an  offic ia l  i n  t he
Minis try o f Rai lways
told APP.

Initially, in the first
phase, he said that
Pakistan Railways wanted
to switch around 99
formations, including major
railway stations, nine
divisional headquarters,
and other vital offices, to
solar power.

He said Pakistan
Railways is going to hire
the services of the National
Engineering Services
Pakistan (NESPAK) to
convert its network to a
solar system.

Rupee gains
Rs 1.06 against

US-Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Thursday witnessed the
22nd consecutive recovery
session as it gained Rs1.06
against the US dollar in the
interbank trading and
closed at Rs 283.62 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 284.68.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs 281.25 and Rs
284 respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 20 paisa to
close at Rs 298.13 against
the last day’s closing of Rs
298.33, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
went down by 01 paisa to
close at Rs1.90, whereas an
increase of 19 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs344.16
as compared to the last
closing of Rs343.97.

PSX continues
with bullish
trend, gains
372 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) continued with
bullish trend on Thursday,
gaining 372.55 points, a
positive change of 0.79 per
cent, closing at 47,452.38
points against 47,079.83
points the previous day.

A total of
462,865,965 shares valuing
Rs.8.998 billion were
traded during the day as
compared to 330,249,094
shares valuing Rs. 7.304
billion the previous day.

As many as 355
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
238 of them recorded gains
and 91 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
26 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were WorldCall
Telecom with 190,161,011
shares at Rs.1.39 per share.

TDAP Chief
Executive
visits SCCI

SIALKOT (APP): Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) Chief
Executive Muhammad
Zubair Motiwala

and Secretary TDAP
Dr. Fareed Iqbal Qureshi,
along with their team
visited Sialkot Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(SCCI) for an engagement
with the business
community. Upon their
arrival, they received a
warm welcome from the
SCCI Senior Vice President
Wahub Jahangir and Vice
President Amer Majeed
Sheikh.

The meeting centered
on addressing various
industry-related concerns
and TDAP (Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan) assured their full
commitment to promptly
resolve these issues.

Addressing the
business community,
TDAP Chief Executive
Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala said that Sialkot
was a place which had
diversification and
whatever you were doing
was truly required for the
country.

The TDAP Chief
Executive said that FIFA
World Cup Football was
played with Sialkot made
fo otb al l  whi le  ‘Your
Karate’ was one of the
top most productions in
the world.

LCCI, DHF
ink MOU

LAHORE (APP): The
Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(LCCI) and Dilawar
Hussain Foundation inked
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to
ensure diagnosis and access
to affordable and high-
quality medicines to
diabetics in Pakistan.

The agreement, which
aims to improve the lives
of millions of people
currently living with
diabetes, was signed by
LCCI President Kashif
Anwar and Chairman
Dilawar Hussain
Foundation Hassan Zubair
Sheikh in the presence of
other dignitaries from both
organizations.

Speaking on the
occasion, President LCCI
Kashif Anwar said the
LCCI was committed to
supporting the health and
well-being of its members
and their employees.
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Biden to build new

border wall touted by
Trump, in policy reversal

Russia-Ukraine war:

Moscow’s missile strike kills at least
49 in Kupiansk grocery store, cafe

Putin says West has lost
touch with reality, Russia

had to push back

At least 14 dead,
102 missing in India

glacial lake burst

Biden thanks
Qatar’s emir
for prisoner
swap deal

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: US President Joe
Biden called Qatar’s Emir
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani to thank him for
Doha’s mediation that re-
sulted in the release of a
number of Americans from
Iran, the Amiri Diwan and
the White House said on
Tuesday. Last month, with
Doha’s mediation, Iran
freed five Americans as part
of a prisoner swap for five
Iranians held in the United
States and the transfer of
$6 billion in Iranian funds,
marking a rare deal between
the long-time antagonists.

Qatar, a wealthy Gulf
Arab state with diplomatic
ambitions, has pressed both
Washington and Tehran to
engage in more talks and
reach “understandings.”

US warns of Chinese global
disinformation campaign that

could undermine peace and stability Jill Biden urges women to get
mammograms or other cancer exams
during Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Poland election turns
Germany into punching bag,
straining Western alliance

Senators say
they hope to
meet with Xi

during China trip
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: A bipar-
tisan group of U.S. senators
hope to meet with Chinese
President Xi Jinping during
a trip to China this month,
two of them told NBC
News, as a whirl of diplo-
matic activity builds expec-
tations for a meeting later
this year between the lead-
ers of the world’s two larg-
est economies. “I don’t
think that that’s clear yet
whether it will happen,” Sen.
Mike Crapo, R-Idaho, said
of a potential meeting be-
tween the senators and Xi.
“We want to meet with a
number of the officials there
as well as the American busi-
ness community there as
well, and we would like to
meet with President Xi.”

Crapo and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck
Schumer, D-N.Y., will lead
the delegation, which also
includes Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-
La., Sen. Maggie Hassan, D-
N.H., Sen. John Kennedy, R-
La., and Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-
Ga. They will also visit U.S.
allies South Korea and Japan
during the 10-day trip.

Israeli, Palestinian
women hold joint

rally for peace
Monitoring Desk

JERUSALEM: Hundreds
of Palestinian and Israeli
women rallied in Jerusalem
and the Dead Sea in the oc-
cupied West Bank on
Wednesday, calling for an
end to the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict.

“We want peace,”
chanted the demonstra-
tors, many dressed in
white and holding placards
that read “Stop killing our
children”.

“Our message is that
we want our kids to be alive
rather than dead,” Huda
Abu Arqoub, a Palestinian
activist and director of the
Alliance for Middle East
Peace NGO, said as partici-
pants initially rallied in
Jerusalem.

“This is the first time
that we have a real partner-
ship between Israeli and
Palestinian women on an
equal level.”

11-year-old
shoots two teens
in Florida after
chips argument

escalates
Monitoring Desk

FLORIDA: An 11-year-old
boy opened fire on two 13-
year-olds during a dispute
that began over a bag of chips
at a Pop Warner football
practice in Apopka,
Florida, according to local
police reports.

The altercation be-
tween the three boys took
place at a recreation center
on Monday evening.

Witnesses said that
after arguing about the
chips, the older boys
chased and attacked the 11-
year-old.

Japan utility starts release
of second batch of treated

radioactive water

Italy impounds
migrant charity

ship after
multiple rescues

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Italian authorities
have impounded a vessel op-
erated by a Spanish charity,
the group said on Saturday,
after it carried out multiple res-
cues of migrants stranded in
the Mediterranean. The Open
Arms group said in a state-
ment it had completed three
rescues on Saturday picking
up 176 people at sea, which
included more than 90 unac-
companied minors. The boat
docked on Wednesday in the
central Italian port of Carrara
to disembark the migrants. The
vessel was placed under de-
tention for 20 days after the
authorities questioned the cap-
tain and the head of mission
over what happened.

UN warns global
economic growth on

verge of stalling

India demands
Canadian diplomats
leave over killing row

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said on
Thursday that the United
States was seeking to im-
pose its crumbling hege-
mony across the world and
that the war in Ukraine
showed how far the West
had lost touch with reality.

“We did not start the
so-called war in Ukraine.
On the contrary - we are
trying to finish it,” Putin
told a meeting of the Valdai
Discussion Club in the
Black Sea resort of Sochi.

The West had caused
the war because the United
States was a “hegemon”
which considered itself the
only arbiter of truth on the
planet, said the Kremlin
chief. Putin said the leaders
of the West had lost “a sense
of reality” because of what

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukrainian officials
said on Thursday that 49
people had died as a result
of a Russian attack on a gro-
cery shop and cafe in
Kharkiv’s eastern region,
where Moscow´s forces
have been pushing to recap-
ture territory they lost last
year to Ukrainian troops.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said
the strike had slammed into
the Kupiansk district of the
war-battered region border-
ing Russia.

“The brutal Russian
crime of hitting an ordinary

Monitoring Desk
WARSAW: Fighting to win
an unprecedented third
term in office, Poland’s na-
tionalist government has
seized on a target close to
home: Germany, its NATO
ally and biggest trading part-
ner.

In a tight race ahead of
Poland’s Oct. 15 election,
leaders of the ruling Law
and Justice (PiS) party
have accused Germany of
trying to dictate Polish gov-
ernment policy from Ber-
lin on anything from migra-
tion to gas.

The feud has frayed
Europe’s broadly united
front supporting Ukraine
against Russia’s invasion,
shredding a plan for a joint

Polish-German tank repair
plant for Kyiv’s benefit.

The populist PiS lead-
ership also says Germany
is plotting to install the
party’s main electoral op-
ponent, the liberal former
prime minister Donald
Tusk, back in power.

PiS has tapped into a
mistrust towards Germany
that still runs high in part
of the electorate, above all
elderly conservatives who
remember the devastation
of World War Two.

“Do you know where
you can read the
(opposition’s campaign)
programme? In German
newspapers,” Prime Min-
ister Mateusz Morawiecki
told a campaign event.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Jill
Biden is urging women to
consult their doctors about
getting mammograms or
other cancer screenings,
saying in a new public ser-
vice announcement for
Breast Cancer Awareness
Month that early detection
saves lives.

“October is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month,
and I’m asking you to put
your health first,” the first
lady says in the 30-second
spot recorded amid flower
blooms in the White House
Rose Garden.

“Take a moment to
talk to your doctor about

whether it’s time for your
mammogram or other can-
cer screenings,” she says in
the announcement airing
this week on the Lifetime
cable network. “There is no
one-size-fits-all approach,
but we know that early de-
tection of cancer saves
lives.” Biden’s ad is part of
an annual breast cancer
awareness campaign by
Lifetime, according to the
cable network. A separate
public service announce-
ment featuring similar mes-
sages from actor Keshia
Knight Pulliam and TV cor-
respondent Rachel Lindsay
will also be broadcast by
the network.

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Tokyo Electric
Power Company (9501.T)
(Tepco) started releasing on
Thursday more treated ra-
dioactive water from
Japan’s wrecked
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant, as part of a
plan that has caused tension
with neighbouring China.

The discharge plan
kicked off in August in a
key step towards decom-
missioning the plant,
which suffered melt-
downs after being hit by a
tsunami in 2011 in the
world’s worst such nuclear
disaster since Chernobyl 25
years earlier.

The release that be-
gan on Thursday morning
will run for about 17 days,
as about 7 ,800 cubic
metres (275,454 cubic
feet) of the water is dis-
charged into the Pacific
Ocean, Tepco said in a
statement.

“We started the re-
lease of the treated water
into the ocean,” it added.

Although nuclear au-
thorities, including the
United Nations watchdog,
have said the plan will
have a negligible impact on
humans and the environ-
ment, it has still angered
some neighbours, particu-
larly China.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration said on Thursday it
will build additional sec-
tions of border wall to stave
off record migrant crossings
from Mexico, a policy re-
versal that embraces a sig-
nature measure of former
President Donald Trump.

Trump is the
frontrunner for the Repub-
lican Party nomination to
challenge Biden, a Demo-
crat, in the 2024 presiden-
tial race. Trump made build-
ing border barriers a central
tenet of his first campaign
for president with the rally
chant, “Build That Wall.”

One of Biden’s first
actions after taking office in
January 2021 was to issue
a proclamation pledging
“no more American tax-

payer dollars be diverted to
construct a border wall” as
well as a review of all re-
sources that had already
been committed.

Trump was quick to
claim victory and demand
an apology.

“As I have stated of-
ten, over thousands of years,
there are only two things that
have consistently worked,
wheels, and walls!” Trump
wrote on social media. “Will
Joe Biden apologize to me
and America for taking so
long to get moving...” In a
notice published in the Fed-
eral Register on Thursday,
Biden’s Department of
Homeland Security said it
needed to waive a number of
laws, regulations and other
legal requirements “to ensure
the expeditious construction
of barriers and roads.

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: The
United Nations has warned
that the world economy is
headed for a protracted
slowdown without reform
of the global financial archi-
tecture, better policies to
combat inflation, inequality,
sovereign debt and stronger
market regulation.

Economic growth is
forecast to stall, slowing to
2.4 percent in 2023, from 3
percent in 2022, across
most global regions with
little prospect of a rebound
in 2024, the UN Conference
on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) said in a report
released on Wednesday.

The UN trade body,
which is based in Geneva,
said that the global
economy is at “a critical

juncture”, with some econo-
mies thriving and expand-
ing, while others falter and
slow down.

Rebeca Grynspan,
UNCTAD Secretary-Gen-
eral, emphasised the need
to avoid past policy errors.

“We need a balanced
policy mix of fiscal, monetary
and supply-side measures to
achieve financial sustainability,
boost productive investment
and create better jobs. Regula-
tion needs to address the deep-
ening asymmetries of the in-
ternational trading and finan-
cial system,” she said. Accord-
ing to the UNCTAD, the glo-
bal economy’s recovery from
the pandemic is marked by
significant divergence,
prompting concerns about the
right path forward in the ab-
sence of policy coordination.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India con-
firmed on Thursday that it
had demanded a further re-
duction in Canada’s diplo-
matic presence, following
reports that New Delhi had
ordered dozens of foreign
service officers repatriated
in a dispute over the killing
of a Sikh separatist.

Relations between
Delhi and Ottawa
nosedived two weeks ago
when Canada raised the
possibility of Indian gov-
ernment involvement in the
assassination of Hardeep
Singh Nijjar near Vancouver
in June.

The fallout prompted
tit-for-tat diplomatic expul-
sions and a forceful denial
from India, which said any
suggestion it played a role
in Nijjar’s killing was “ab-
surd”.

Indian foreign minis-
try chief spokesman
Arindam Bagchi would not
confirm a Financial Times
report this week that
Canada had been told to re-
patriate 41 of its 62 diplo-
mats by October 10.

But he did say that
India “assumed that there
would be a reduction” in
Canada’s presence after
asking Ottawa to match the

number of diplomats New
Delhi had serving there.

“Given the much
higher diplomatic presence
of Canadian diplomats here,
and their continued inter-
ference in our internal af-
fairs, we have sought par-
ity in our respective diplo-
matic presence,” he told re-
porters at a regular news
briefing.

India has already ad-
vised its nationals against
travelling to parts of Canada
and has temporarily
stopped processing visa
applications to Canada.

Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
has described the situation
as “extremely difficult”
and said on Tuesday that
Ottawa was seeking to
avoid escalating the situa-
tion.

The affair has compli-
cated US government over-
tures to India, which have
seen both countries steadily
upgrade their relations over
recent years.

Washington views
New Delhi as a key ally in
countering Chinese influ-
ence in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Both are members of
the Quad strategic group-
ing alongside Japan and
Australia.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian res-
cue teams searched on
Thursday for 102 people
missing after a devastating
flash flood triggered by a
high-altitude glacial lake
burst killed at least 14, of-
ficials said.

Violent flooding from
glacier lakes dammed by
loose rock has become more
frequent as global tempera-
tures rise and ice melts, with
climate scientists warning it
poses an increasing danger
across the wider Himalayan
mountain range.

“The number of hu-
man lives lost is 14 so far,
and the number of missing
is 102,” Prabhakar Rai, di-
rector of the Sikkim state
disaster management au-
thority, told AFP a day af-
ter a wall of water rushed
down the mountainous val-
ley in northeastern India.

Authorities said roads
had been “severely” dam-
aged and 14 bridges had
been washed away.

Rescuers were battling
to help those hit by the

flood, with communica-
tions cut across large areas,
and 25 relief camps set up
for those forced to flee their
homes.

“Floodwaters have
caused havoc in four dis-
tricts of the state, sweep-
ing away people, roads,
bridges,” Himanshu Tiwari,
an Indian Army spokes-
man, told AFP.

Twenty-two soldiers
are among the missing, the
army said. One previously
missing soldier was res-
cued. The army was work-
ing to reestablish telephone
connections and provide
“medical aid to tourists and
locals stranded”, it said in a
statement. The water surge
came after intense rainfall
burst the high-altitude
Lhonak Lake, which sits at
the base of a glacier in
peaks surrounding the
world’s third-highest
mountain, Kangchenjunga.

Himalayan glaciers are
melting faster than ever due
to climate change, exposing
communities to unpredict-
able and costly disasters.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: For much
of the world, China’s Xinjiang
region is notorious, a place
where ethnic Uyghurs face
forced labor and arbitrary de-
tention. But a group of visit-
ing foreign journalists was left
with a decidedly different im-
pression.

On a tour in late Sep-
tember sponsored by
Beijing, the 22 journalists
from 17 countries visited
bazaars and chatted with
residents over dates and
watermelon slices. They
later told state media they
were impressed with the
bustling economy, described
the region as “full of cultural,
religious and ethnic diver-
sity,” and denounced what
they said were lies by West-
ern media. The trip is an ex-
ample of what Washington
sees as Beijing’s growing ef-

forts to reshape the global
narrative on China. It’s
spending billions of dollars
annually to do so.

In a first-of-its-kind
report, the State Depart-
ment last week laid out
Beijing’s tactics and tech-
niques for molding public
opinion, such as buying
content, creating fake per-
sonas to spread its message
and using repression to
quash unfavorable ac-
counts. The Global Engage-
ment Center, a State De-
partment agency that’s
tasked with combating for-
eign propaganda and
disinformation and that re-
leased the 58-page report,
warned that Beijing’s infor-
mation campaign could
eventually sway how deci-
sions are made around the
world and undermine U.S.
interests.

he cast as Washington’s “co-
lonial thinking”. He ques-
tioned what right the United
States had to lecture any
other country. Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 unleashed a
war that has devastated
swathes of eastern and south-
ern Ukraine, killed or injured
hundreds of thousands of men
and triggered the biggest rup-
ture in Russia’s ties with the
West for six decades.

The West casts the
war as Moscow’s biggest
strategic blunder since the
1979 Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan and Western
leaders say they want to
defeat Russia on the battle-
fields of Ukraine. A Ukrai-
nian counteroffensive has
so far failed to yield major
territorial success.

Putin, though, presents

the war as part of a much big-
ger struggle with the United
States which the Kremlin elite
says aims to cleave Russia
apart, grab its vast natural re-
sources and then turn to set-
tling scores with China.

The former spies who
wield power in Moscow
have repeatedly warned of
the risk of a Russia-NATO
conflict as the West’s post-
Cold War dominance wanes,
Russia lays to rest the hu-
miliations of the Soviet col-
lapse, and China rises to su-
perpower status. Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022 unleashed
a war that has devastated
swathes of eastern and south-
ern Ukraine, killed or injured
hundreds of thousands of
men, and triggered the big-
gest rupture in Russia’s ties
with the West for six decades.

World Bank-led study warns
humans increasingly settling

in high-risk flood zones
Monitoring Desk

BANGKOK: Humans are
increasingly settling in ar-
eas highly exposed to dan-
gerous flooding, a study
warned on Wednesday,
with China helping drive the
rise in risky urban expan-
sion into exposed areas.

The research, led by a
World Bank economist,
warns that settlement
growth in flood zones has
vastly outpaced growth in
safe areas since 1985.

“In a time when hu-
man settlements should be
adapting to climate change,
many countries are actually
rapidly increasing their ex-
posure to floods,” author
Jun Rentschler said.

The study analysed
30 years of satellite imag-
ery tracking the expansion
of human settlement glo-
bally, along with flood
maps.

While past studies
have tended to focus on a
particular region or type of
flooding, the new research
looked worldwide at
coastal, rainfall and river
flooding risks.

It found that by 2015,
20 per cent of all settlement
areas were in zones with

medium or higher flood
risks, up from 17.9pc three
decades earlier.

The percentage rise
might not seem substantial,
but it represents an enor-
mous area because of how
quickly human settlement
has expanded globally since
1985.

About 76,400 square
kilometres of human settle-
ment — about 48 times the
size of greater London —
now faces flooding of more
than half a metre,
Rentschler said.

“These expanding
settlements in high-hazard
areas lock in flood exposure,
as well as future losses and
the need for mounting
flood-protection invest-
ments,” the paper pub-
lished in Nature warns.

East Asia and the Pa-
cific region are among the
most exposed, driven par-
ticularly by urban expan-
sion in China, as well as
Vietnam and Bangladesh.

“In Vietnam, where
almost one-third of the
coastline is now built up,
the safest and most produc-
tive locations are increas-
ingly occupied,” the au-
thors wrote.

grocery store with a rocket
is a completely deliberate

Ukraine downs 24
drones launched by

Russia - military
Monitoring Desk

KYIV: Ukraine’s air defences downed 24 of 29 Russian
drones launched in attacks on its territory overnight,
the Ukrainian general staff said on Thursday.

Ukraine’s Air Force said the drones were destroyed
over southern Odesa and Mykolaiv regions, as well as
central Kirohovrad region.

Indian army personnel conduct a search operation for the missing soldiers in
north Sikkim.

Activists from various local and foreign NGOs gather around the Tolerance
Monument in a park in Jerusalem.

Demonstrators holding flags and signs protest outside India’s consulate, a
week after Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau raised the prospect of
New Delhi’s involvement in the murder of Sikh separatist leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH), a prime con-
tender in the race to be the next Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives,
arrives for a meeting with the Texas Republican House delegation, at the U.S.
Capitol in Washington, U.S.
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QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Minister for Sports Nawabzada Jam Khan Raisani being briefed by Secretary Sports and Youth
Affairs Muhammad Ishaque Jamali, DG Sports Dara Baloch and security officials regarding security of semi final and final
matches of CM Gold Cup Football Tournament

WASHINGTON: Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United States Masood Khan visits US Foreign Service
Institute, interacts with designated US diplomats for Pakistan Underscores the need for promoting
diplomats’ exchanges, fostering strong economic partnership.

QUETTA: Major General Aamir Najam presenting
shield to Additional Chief Secretary Home Saleh
Muhammad Nassar during ceremony held in honour
of participants of National Security & War Course

ISLAMABAD: Turkish Ambassador, Mehmet
Pacaci called on Murtaza Solangi Caretaker Fed-
eral Minister for Information and Broadcasting.

ISLAMABAD: Country Director World Bank, Njay
Benhassine calls on Caretaker Minister for Plan-
ning Development & Special Initiatives Muhammad
Sami Saeed to discuss the progress and implemen-
tation projects for rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion in the flood effected areas.

GWADAR: Chairman Gwadar Port Authority
Pasand Khan Buledi, Director General GDA
Mujeebur Rehman Qambrani and Deputy Commis-
sioner Gwadar Aurangzeb Badini excanging views
on issues of Gwadar

TURBAT: Judge of Balochistan High Court, Mr.
Justice Hashim Khan Kakar visiting Law Faculty
at University of Turbat

Solangi, Turkish envoy agree
to enhance cooperation

in diverse fields

Interim govt to resolve
issues of teachers to

continue academic process
effectively: CM Domki
Independent Report

QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has stated that the
interim government is well
aware of the issues of teach-
ers, and as such the govern-
ment would resolve them in
order to continue the aca-
demic activities in an effec-
tive manner.

The Chief Minister
stated so in a message is-
sued on the eve of World
Teachers Day observed on
Thursday.

The Chief Minister
said that we all know about
the importance of educa-
tion as it plays key role in
development and prosper-
ity of the nations and
countries.

He said that the role

of teachers is also very criti-
cal in formation of educated
society.

He said that his gov-
ernment is serious in resolv-
ing the issues being faced
by the teachers.

In this regard, the con-
dition of government edu-
cational institutions located
in the remote areas of the
province, he said.

The Chief Minister
said that his government
would provide the neces-
sary resources for brining
improvement in the educa-
tion sector.

He said that the teach-
ers play important role in
development of the society.
He urged them to fully con-
centrate on imparting qual-
ity education to the stu-
dents.

Gwadar Port receives
34000 tons fertilizers

for export

Aneeq stresses eternal legacy
of Holy Prophet, emphasizes

learning, unity among Muslims
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony, Aneeq Ahmed on
Thursday the era of
Prophethood had con-
cluded, yet the everlasting
legacy of the Prophet
Muhammad Peace Be
Upon Him persevered.

Addressing the third
annual ‘Seerat-un-Nabi
Conference’ organized un-
der Auqaf Islamabad here at
Faisal Mosque as special
guest, he opined that a
single life was not enough
to gain a profound compre-
hension of the Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him)’s ex-
alted and virtuous charac-
ter.

Minister Aneeq fur-

ther emphasized that the
Holy Quran instructed us
to follow the path shown
by the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) raising question
whether we had learned
from His life and incorpo-
rated it into our own lives.

He highlighted the
success in following the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him)’s teachings, stating,
“True believers are those
whose character and con-
duct reflect the qualities of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him).” He
said, “If our way does not
align with the noble path of
the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him), it is
a complete failure.”

Speaking about the
value of knowledge, Min-
ister Aneeq said, “Knowl-
edge is the essence of fear
of God, and those with
knowledge hold a profound
reverence for Allah,” add-
ing that a true believer was
one whose ethics and ac-
tions reminded others of
Prophet Muhammad
Peace Be Upon Him. He
stressed that by learning
from the character of the
Prophet Peace Be Upon
Him, we could improve our
society.

“We aspire to enhance
the beauty of this land and
eliminate despair from Pa-
kistan,” he said, emphasiz-
ing unity among the Mus-
lim community.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Turkiye on
Thursday agreed to pro-
mote bilateral cooperation
in diverse fields including
economy, trade, culture,
tourism, media and people
to people contacts.

This was decided in a
meeting between Caretaker
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi and Am-
bassador of Turkiye
Mehmet Pacaci who called
on the minister here.

Murtaza Solangi said
that Pakistan highly valued
its relations with the broth-
erly country Turkiye.

“Pakistan and
Turkiye have always sup-
ported each other in diffi-
cult times,” Murtaza
Solangi added.

Strongly condemning
the recent bomb blast in

Turkiye, the minister said
Pakistan had faced the
scourge of terrorism and
Turkiye was also suffering
from the same menace.

“We are a strong coun-
try and incidents of terror-
ism cannot weaken us as a
nation,” reiterated Murtaza
Solangi.

In the meeting, the
need to expand cooperation
in the fields of media, drama
and films was also empha-
sized.

“Film and drama can
play a key role in improv-
ing the global image of any
country,” Murtaza Solangi
said adding Turkish plays
were very popular in Paki-
stan.

Expressing the desire
to co-produce movies with
Turkiye, Murtaza Solangi
said that Turkish filmmak-
ers could benefit from tax

amnesty given the film in-
dustry in Pakistan.

“Northern parts of
Pakistan are rich in natural
beauty and Turkish film-
makers can utilize these
beautiful tourist areas,”
Murtaza Solangi remarked.

Moreover, he said that
cooperation between the
two countries in the fields
of media was the need of
the hour. He suggested that
Pakistan and Turkiye
should promote their cul-
ture together and in this con-
text, joint films can also be
exhibited at Pakistan, China
Center. Turkish ambassa-
dor said that Pakistan and
Turkiye were cooperating
in every sphere of life in-
cluding media.

He said the Turkish
government wanted to bring
Turkish films to Pakistani
cinemas.

Over Rs. 100mln fine
recovered from pilferers

15 more power pilferers arrested;
490 connections of defaulters cut
as QESCO crackdown continues 

Independent Report
QUETTA: At least 15 more
persons accused of pilfer-
age of electricity were ar-
rested while 490 more con-
nections were disconnected
as the extensive crackdown
is continued by the Quetta
Electric Supply Company
(QESCO) in Quetta and
other parts of the province.

According to the
spokesman of QESCO, the
Company’s crackdown is
continued against the de-
faulters of electricity bills
and arrears besides those
involved in the pilferage of
electricity in the province.

He informed that 15
power pilferers were ar-
rested from Pishin, Chaman
and Khanozai areas during
the campaign the other day.
In all 11 applications were

also registered in different
police stations and levies
thanas for taking legal ac-
tion against them.

During the course, 17
transformers were also re-
moved on the similar
charges in different areas.

Moreover, connec-
tions of 490 defaulters were
also disconnected all over
the province, the spokes-
man maintained. According
to him, a total of 1293 ap-
plications have so far been
registered against the power
pilferers in all parts of the
province and 380 FIRs
have been registered against
them. At the outset, 166
people have been arrested
on the charges of pilferage
of electricity in the prov-
ince against whom legal ac-
tion is continued.

Jan Achakzai says:
Govt decided to register
cases against those not

returned 50 official vehicles

Ratio of cancer increasing alarmingly:

Seminars on breast cancer 
awareness to be held in 
universities & colleges 
Independent Report

QUETTA: The seminars
are scheduled to be held to
create much needed aware-
ness in all universities and
colleges of the province.

These awareness
seminars would be
organised by the doctors
and staff of CENAR.

This was announced
by the Director CENAR,
Dr. Khush Naseeb Ahmed,
Dr Meh Jabeen Marri, Dr.

Hameeda Naheed, Dr.
Jamila Shuja and Dr. Shehla
Iftikhar while speaking in a
meeting on awareness about
cancer here on Thursday.

They stressed the need
to create awareness about
the breast cancer as it’s ra-
tio is increasing at an alarm-
ing level.

They noted with con-
cern that thousands of
women die of breast cancer
every year in the country.

QUETTA: President All Pakistan Akhbar Farosh
Federation Mir Ahmed presenting bouquet to
Muhammad Noor Khetran after greets him on as-
suming charge of Director General Public Relations

Govt to file review
petition against SC verdict

on NAB amendments

Bhangar
posted as

SSP Special
Branch

Independent Report
QUETTA: The PSP Of-
ficer of Grade-18,
Muhammad Yousaf
Bhangar, awaiting posting
order, has been posted as
the SSP operations Special
Branch. This was an-
nounced in an official noti-
fication issued here on
Thursday. According to the
official statement, another
officer Syed Abdul Saboor
has been posted as the SSP
MT, Balochistan.

GWADAR (INP): As a
fresh impetus to the
Gwadar transshipment
drive, Gwadar Port has re-
ceived a mega vessel loaded
with 34,000 tons of DAP
fertilizers to be processed
and discharged to Afghani-
stan as per the Pakistan-
Afghanistan transit trade
deal.

The Pacific Integrity,
a vessel loaded with 34,000
tons of DAP fertilizers, ar-
rived at Gwadar Port on the
morning of October 3rd.

The fertilizer is im-
ported by a joint venture
of Agven Private Limited
and KB Fertilizer, two pri-
vate enterprises registered
in the Gwadar Free Zone
area.

An Agven official told
Gwadar Pro that after
offloading the fertilizers, the
next step is to pack a huge
quantity of fertilizer at a
warehouse jointly sub-
leased by both entities in
the Gwadar Free Zone.

After the packing pro-
cess is completed, all pack-

ets will be transported by
trucks to Afghanistan, he
added.

This is the second con-
signment delivered to Af-
ghanistan in 2023. The last
time during the current
year, a private sector con-
signment of 20,000 tons of
DAP fertilizer was sent
from Gwadar Port to Af-
ghanistan on May 31,
2023.

This batch of DAP
fertilizer was imported
from Australia. DAP is used
in various industrial pro-
cesses, such as metal fin-
ishing. It also improves crop
yield besides the develop-
ment and growth of flow-
ering plants or leafy plants.

In 2022, Gwadar Port
processed a private sector
consignment of 8,000 tons
of DAP fertilizers and
transported it via road to
Afghanistan. In 2021, a to-
tal of 500 tons of fertilizers
were shipped out of the
port’s warehouse by a fleet
of Pakistani trucks from
Gwadar Port.

DC directs
to timely

completion of
dev. projects

in Duki
QUETTA (APP) Deputy
Commissioner Duki Cap-
tain (Rtd) Fayyaz Ali on
Thursday directed con-
cerned officials to ensure
using of standard quality
material in all schemes de-
velopment and timely
completion of them.

He issued this direc-
tion while visiting the of-
fice of Xen Irrigation De-
partment Duki.

During the visit, he
was briefed about the on-
going development
schemes.

Later, he inspected
the ongoing development
schemes in Tehsil Thal
Chhattali and Tehsil Loni,
such as the construction of
protective dams to prevent
floods, rainwater harvesting
scheme under the Urban
and Rural Development
Program and other develop-
ment schemes.

He also issued instruc-
tions on the occasion, say-
ing that standard quality
material should be used in
all the schemes and timely
completion of the projects
should be ensured.

Ashrafi urges
Afghan interim govt to

address legitimate concerns
for peaceful relations

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi on
Thursday urged the Afghan
interim government to pri-
oritize addressing legitimate
concerns raised by Pakistan
instead of engaging in a
blame game. In a candid
conversation with Arab and
national media representa-
tives, he underscored the
importance of maintaining
stability and peace in the
region.

Ashrafi stated that
Pakistan’s intentions were
clear: it had no desire for

instability or lawlessness in
Afghanistan, and it ex-
pected the same commit-
ment from its Afghan coun-
terparts.

He emphasized the
historic ties between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan,
rooted in social, cultural,
and religious bonds, mak-
ing their peace and pros-
perity interdependent.

Regarding the repa-
triation of illegal Afghan im-
migrants from Pakistan,
Ashrafi encouraged the Af-
ghan government to engage
in open dialogue with Paki-
stan rather than resorting to
hostile rhetoric.

WB director,
minister discuss
rehabilitation

projects in
flood-hit areas

ISLAMABAD (APP):
World Bank (WB) Country
Director for Pakistan Najy
Benhassine Thursday called
on Caretaker Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives
Muhammad Sami Saeed
and discussed the progress
and implementation of the
rehabilitation and recon-
struction projects in the
flood-affected areas.

Secretary Awais
Manzur Sumra and senior
officials of the Ministry
also attended the meeting
that reviewed the current
status of the projects’
implementation, a news re-
lease said.

The two sides dis-
cussed the WB-funded
projects related to infra-
structure development, en-
ergy, environment and other
flood-affected rehabilita-
tion.

ECP orders
withdrawal of

protocol facilities
for Ex- Sindh

cabinet members
ISLAMABAD (APP):The
election commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) has directed
the chief secretary and In-
spector General of Police
Sindh (IGP) to withdraw
protocol facilities of former
provincial cabinet members
and others within the next
three days. According to a
notification, the ECP has in-
structed Sindh Chief Secretary
Dr. Muhammad Fakhare Alam
Irfan and IGP Riffat Mukhtar
to promptly submit a com-
pliance report upon the
completion of the task.

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
federal government on
Thursday decided to file a
review petition against the
Supreme Court (SC) verdict
in the NAB amendment
case. The Supreme Court of
Pakistan on September 15
struck down amendments
made to National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) laws
as it announced its reserved
verdict on the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman’s plea. In a major-
ity 2-1 verdict, the top
court approved Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan’s petition chal-
lenging amendments made
to the country’s account-
ability laws during the ten-
ure of the previous Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led government.

Sources say that the
review petition will be filed
in the top court next week.
The law ministry has also
started preparing a draft of
a review petition. The

three-member bench,
headed by then CJP Umar
Ata Bandial, and compris-
ing Justice Mansoor Ali
Shah and Justice Ijazul
Ahsan had reserved judg-
ment on September 5.

Ex-CJP Bandial and
Justice Ahsan declared
Imran’s plea to be maintain-
able while Justice Shah dis-
agreed with the verdict. The
top court also restored
graft cases against public
office holders that were
closed down following the
amendments to NAB laws.

Following the verdict,
the references against some
of the country’s political
bigwigs will once again land
in the accountability courts.

These include the
Toshakhana reference
against Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Supremo Nawaz Sharif, Pa-
kistan Peoples Party Co-
Chairman Asif Ali Zardari
and former prime minister
Yousuf Raza Gilani.

Step afoot to enhance quality
of education in schools

of Nasirabad: AC Ismail

QUETTA (APP)- Care-
taker Provincial Informa-
tion Minister Jan Achakzai
said that the Balochistan
Caretaker government has
decided to register cases
against those who have not
returned 50 official vehicles
of various institutions.

The government has
decided that an FIR will be
registered against those who
do not return the official
vehicles within a week, he

said press release issued
here on Thursday.

The Minister said that
the drivers of the official
vehicles would be arrested
and after the case was reg-
istered, the FIR would be
registered again for non-
submission of the vehicles.

He further said that
people in whose name gov-
ernment vehicles have been
allotted would be brought
under the law.

QUETTA- (APP) Assis-
tant Commissioner (AC)
Chithar Muhammad Ismail
Mengal paid a surprise visit
to Govt High School Goth
Haji Imdad Hussain Khosa
on the instructions of
Deputy Commissioner
Naseerabad Batool Asdi.

He reviewed the
teaching process in the
school and checked the at-
tendance of the students in
different classes and also
asked them various ques-
tions. Assistant Commis-
sioner Chithar also checked
the attendance of the teach-
ers and expressed satisfac-
tion with the performance
of the school, saying that
no matter how much work
was done in education,
there was always room for
improvement.

He said that there was
a need for more scope to

enhance the quality of edu-
cation in various schools of
Naseerabad district.

“Therefore, the dis-
trict administration is do-
ing its best to take immedi-
ate steps to resolve the ob-
stacles faced in the educa-
tional process across the
district so that the children
do not face any problems
in getting education, he said.

He also heard the prob-
lems of the school and as-
sured them of their solution.

Later, Assistant Com-
missioner Chithar Muhammad
Ismail Mengal visited Mir
Hassan Bazar. On this oc-
casion, prices, quality and
supply of various food
items were reviewed. Mean-
while, cleanliness of shops
and food items was also
checked and the shopkeep-
ers were strictly warned not
to sell substandard.

SECP to host
Intl Insure-

Impact
Conference

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pa-
kistan (SECP) is set to host
the International Insure-
Impact Conference 2023
(IIC 2023), a two-day event
in Karachi on December 13
and 14, 2023, with the
theme “Journey to an In-
sured Pakistan”. Through
the IIC 2023, the SECP
aims to boost the insurance
sector by promoting
inclusivity, innovation, and
resilience through discus-
sions and presentations,
highlighting key issues and
potential prospects, said a
press release issued here
Thursday. The conference
will focus on raising insur-
ance product awareness,
utilizing technology.

PTI announces
public rally in

Lahore on Oct 15
LAHORE (INP): As the
nation gears up for the up-
coming general elections,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) on Thursday re-
quested permission from
the district administration
to hold a public gathering
at Liberty Chowk in Lahore
on October 15.

In a written applica-
tion, the Central Punjab
wing of the party ap-
proached the Lahore
Deputy Commissioner to
seek approval for the pub-
lic gathering.

The objective of the
gathering is to unveil the
party’s election strategy to
the general public ahead of
the general elections.

The PTI has also
pledged to adhere to all le-
gal requirements for host-
ing the rally.


