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Presence of virus in environmental samples
in Pishin matter of concern:

Coverage of polio
immunization campaigns
gradually improved in
Balochistan: Domki

Independent Report

QUETTA: The carectaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has stated that the
coverage of polio immuni-
zation campaign has im-
proved gradually in the
province.

In the August 2023’s
campaign, the polio teams
were succeeded in adminis-
tering anti polio vaccine to
the children while the cov-
erage of the campaign run
in May this year remained
100 percent and so in the
previous campaign
launched in the Quetta
block, noted with content-
ment by the caretaker Chief
Minister while speaking on
the occasion of start of the
country wide polio immu-
nization campaign under
National Task Force for
polio eradication in

Islamabad on Monday.

The Chief Minister
also pointed out that no
case of polio has been re-
ported in Balochistan since
January 27, 2021.

The last case of polio
had been reported from Kila
Abdullah, he maintained.

However, the polio vi-
rus has been detected in the
environmental samples in
Pishin district after 28
months, which is a matter
of great concern for us.

Mr. Domki also said
that the virus detected in the
Pishin environmental be-
longs to Afghanistan.

On finding the virus, the
special immunization cam-
paign was launched on an
emergent basis in Pishin
from September 26.

However, steps are be-
ing taken for prevention of
the virus and stopping it’s
spread to other areas.
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n Federal Minister for In-

terior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti and Caretaker Fed-
eral Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi addressing a press Conference.

PM stresses provision of skills
to manpower according to
contemporary requirements

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday stressed the need
to work on a war footing
for the provision of skills
to the country’s manpower
according to contemporary
requirements.

He said the profes-
sional education and voca-
tional training programs
should be prepared at par
with the needs of the inter-
national market.

Chairing the meeting of
the federal cabinet here,
the prime minister said
steps should be taken to
increase employment op-
portunities of skilled
people abroad.

On recommendation of
federal ministry of educa-
tion and professional train-
ing, the federal cabinet also
approved the service level
amended agreement be-

tween National Vocational
and Technical Training
Commission and Saudi
agency Takamol.

The prime minister di-
rected that all existing cen-
ters of technical education
and vocational training
should be activated.

On the recommenda-
tion of the ministry of edu-
cation and professional
training, the Cabinet also
approved the signing of
the Memorandum of Agree-
ment between the Area
Studies Center, University
of Peshawar and Central
Asia Research Center of
Corvinus University of
Hungary.

The Cabinet also ex-
tended approval to the
name of Summit Bank Lim-
ited as Bank Mukarramah
Limited on the recommen-
dation of the finance minis-

try.

Cabinet.

ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a meeting of the Federal

Interior minister says

Security personnel involved in
smuggling to face court martial

Says apex committee meetings being held to tackle terrorism; “Not right” to
say security forces not involved in smuggling; Caretaker govt taking special
measures to curb terrorism, hoarding, smuggling

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Federal Caretaker Interior
Minister Sarfraz Bugti an-
nounced on Monday that
any security personnel
found engaged in cross-bor-
der smuggling will face
court-martial proceedings.
Bugti’s statement follows a
similar warning issued by
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Gen Asim Munir,
emphasising that security
officials involved in cross-
border smuggling would be
subject to court martial.
During a press confer-
ence in Islamabad, Bugti
acknowledged the involve-
ment of security forces in
smuggling activities, stat-
ing, “If I say that security
forces weren’t involved [in

smuggling], it won’t be
right as the smuggled items
are transported via trucks,
not camels.”

Bugti said that Gen
Asim Munir had warned
military personnel that in-
volvement in illegal cross-
border trade would not only
result in court martial but
also lead to imprisonment.
He explained that the army
had its accountability
mechanism, which, while
not publicly known, does
exist.

APP adds: Caretaker
Minister for Interior
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday
said that on the directions
of caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwar-ul-Kakar, the
Ministry of Interior took

special measures to curb
terrorism, hoarding, smug-
gling, illegal money ex-
change and other illegal ac-
tivities.

Addressing a press con-
ference along with caretaker
Minister for Information
Murtaza Solang, Sarfraz
Bugti said that ten joint
check posts consisted of
Custom officials, Frontier
Core and local Police were
established in Baluchistan
with special powers of cus-
toms clearance, however
the number of check posts
were not being increased
from ten to fourteen.

He said similar fourteen
joint check posts are being
established in Punjab, ten
in Sindh and seven in

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to
control illegal activities.
He said on the special
reports from the intelli-
gence agencies, an action is
being taken against smug-
glers, hoarders including
their facilitators’ officials or
civilians in all provinces.
The minister said that
for stoppage for sugar
smuggling, the FBR using
latest technology, was
tracking the transportation
of sugar and in the first
phase 54 sugar mills had
been taken on board
whereas the rest were be-
ing taken on the system.
National Counter Nar-
cotics Center is being setup
to control drugs smuggling,

Continued on page 2

President
condemns
terrorist attack
in Turkiye
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday strongly con-
demned the terrorist attack
on a Turkiye’s government
building in Ankara. The
president expressed hope
that Turkiye would over-
come terrorism under the
leadership of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “I
am sure that Turkiye would
eliminate the threat of ter-
rorism under the dynamic

leadership of

President Erdogan,”
the president posted on
social media platform X,
formerly known as Twitter.
One of the two terrorists
blew himself up in front of
the General Directorate of
Security in Turkiye’s capi-
tal Ankara on Sunday.

—

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan administering drop to a child to for-
mally inaugurate anti polio campaign

Polio campaign starts in
34 districts of Balochistan

Foolproof security arrangements
made for the campaign: CS

Independent Report
QUETTA: The country-
wide anti-polio campaign
started in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan prov-
ince on Monday.

The Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel Qadir
Khan formally inaugurated
the immunization cam-
paign by administering anti-
polio drops to the children
at the Chief Secretary’s of-
fice.

Administration of the
anti-polio vaccine to the
children marked inaugura-
tion of the vital campaign
against the crippling dis-
ease.

Also present on the
occasion were Secretary

Health, Asfandyar Khan
Kakar, Coordinator Emer-
gency Operation Center
(EOC) for Polio Eradica-
tion, Syed Zahid Shah,
EPI’s Dr. Aftab Kakar and
other concerned high ups.
Also attended the ceremony
by the representatives of
UNICEF and WHO.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Secretary said
that it has been targeted to
vaccinate over 2.44 million
children below five years of
age during the seven-day
campaign in the province.
He informed that
around 11,000 teams have
been taking part in the im-
munization campaign for

Continued on page 2

Lt Gen Munir
Afsar appointed
Nadra’s

chairman
By M. Ilyas

ISLAMABAD: The federal
cabinet Monday approved
the appointment of Lieu-
tenant General Munir Afsar
as the chairman of the Na-
tional Database and Regis-
tration Authority (Nadra).

The federal cabinet ap-
proved his appointment
after it received a summary
containing three names

from the Ministry of Inte-
rior, a statement from the
Prime Minister’s Office
said.

“The selection commit-
tee had shortlisted three
best candidates for the
post. After a detailed dis-
cussion, the cabinet ap-
pointed Lieutenant General
Munir Afsar to the post,”
the communique stated.

Later, a notification
was also issued, which
mentioned that his ap-
pointment would come into
effect immediately.

The new chairman Lt
Gen Mohammad Munir

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar addresses the launching
ceremony of National Polio Eradication Campaign.
Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali

Mardan Khan Domki is also present

Jan Muhammad Achakzai says:
Interim Govt. fully

prepared to tackle any
emergent situation

Independent Report

QUETTA: The interim
provincial government is
fully prepared and active
to tackle any emergent
situation in the province.

This was stated by the
caretaker Provincial Min-
ister for Information, Jan
Achakzai in an official
statement issued here on
Monday.

Jan Achakzai referred
to the forecast by seismic
research institute of solar
system geometry survey
(SSGS) and remarked that
the advance prediction of
the earthquake couldn’t be
made.

However, the natural
calamities are the reality.

Our emergency ser-
vices including MERS,
PDMA, Pak Army, Fron-
tier Corps, Civil adminis-
tration, Levies, police, Fire

Brigade and medical teams
are fully prepared to cope
with any emergent situa-
tion.

He said that the con-
cerned institutions are
keeping vigil on the situa-
tion round the clock.

He asked the citizens
to remain calm and keep
them abreast about the situ-
ation.

He also asked the
people to follow the
safety measures issued by
the government in case of
emergency.

Moreover, the Minis-
ter Information said that
the project government is
already taking action
against the illegal construc-
tions as violation of the
building code and consti-
tution of encroachments
on nullahs and karezat pose
serious threat in such a situ-
ation.

Governor visits
SPH, CMH,
inquire health
of Mastung
injured
Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar visited
the Trauma Center of
Sandeman civil hospital and
Combined Military Hospi-

tal here on Monday.

During the visit, the
Governor inquired about
the health of persons in-
jured in the suicide attack
in Mastung in Friday last.

He went to every in-
jured of the Mastung blast
and had interaction with
them inquiring about their
health.

He on the occasion also
appreciated the doctors and
medical staff on provision
of timely and better care of
those injured in the blast.

Moreover, during the
visit, the Governor directed
to provide necessary medi-
cal assistance to the injured
and other facilities includ-
ing air mattress, plus oxime-
ter and other necessary
equipment in the Trauma
centre.

‘Woman commits
suicide along with

four daughters

QUETTA (APP): A mother
and her four young daugh-
ters have taken their own
lives, allegedly as a result
of relentless domestic vio-
lence, police said on Mon-
day. They said the woman,
a resident of Hazara Town
Quetta resorted to consum-
ing poison, tragically bring-
ing her four daughters along
with her.

The dead bodies were
shifted to the civil hospital
Quetta and after medico-le-
gal formalities handed over
to heirs. Further probe is
underway.
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QUETTA: Caretaker Informa

tion Minister Jan Achakzai meeting with Care-

taker Health Minister Dr. Ameer Muhammad Khan Jogezai

Interim Govt decides
to evict 11 lacs
foreigners residing
illegally in Pakistan

In first phase, illegal residents, in second
phase, those with Afghan citizenship and
in third phase, those with proof of
residence cards will be expelled

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The caretaker government
has decided to evict 11 lacs
foreigners living illegally in
Pakistan because of their
involvement in funding, fa-
cilitating terrorists and other
illegal activities.

In the first phase, ille-
gal residents, in the second
phase, those with Afghan
citizenship and in the third
phase, those with proof of
residence cards will be ex-
pelled. “Illegally resident
foreigners pose a serious
threat to the security of Pa-
kistan” said a source privy
to the development and
added that the plan for evic-
tion ofillegally residing Af-
ghan citizens has also been
approved as this lot is in-
volved in funding, facilitat-
ing and smuggling terrorists
whereas 7 lacs Afghans
have not renewed their

e I o

proof of residence in Paki-
stan.

It has been informed
that in the first phase, ille-
gal residents will be de-
ported along with those
who do not renew their vi-
sas.

In the second phase,
those with Afghan citizen-
ship will be deported, in the
third phase, those with
proof of residence cards will
be deported.

The Ministry of Inte-
rior has prepared a plan in
consultation with the stake-
holders and the Afghan gov-
ernment.

In the meantime, the
ministry has also issued di-
rectives to the concerned to
compile a record of Af-
ghans living without per-
mits and prepare a trans-
portation plan to bring
them to the Afghan border.
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QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali

Khan Kakar enquiring about health of injured of
Mastung bomb blast during his visit to CMH

No place for terrorists and
their facilitators in Pakistan,

reiterate Solangi, Bugti

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Federal Minister for In-

formation and Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi said on
Monday that it was responsibility of the government to
ensure peace in the country and assist the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan ( ECP) in conducting free, transpar-
ent and impartial elections.

This, he said, during a meeting with Caretaker Min-
ister for Interior Sarfraz Bugti who called on him here.
On his arrival at the Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting, Murtaza Solangi welcomed Interior Minister
Sarfraz Bugti.

The two ministers discussed matters of mutual inter-
est including law and order situation in the country.

In the meeting, both Murtaza Solangi and Sarfraz
Bugti expressed their profound regret over the loss of
precious lives in the recent bomb blasts in the country.
Both the federal ministers reiterated that there was no
place in Pakistan for terrorists and their facilitators

In the meeting, the support of the caretaker govern-
ment to the Election Commission regarding the elections
was also discussed.

The ministers said that the caretaker government will
provide all possible assistance to the ECP in fulfilling its
the constitutional responsibility of conducting general elec-
tions in the country.

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari addresses the PPP candi-
dates who won the local elections of Sindh, during
meeting held at Bilawal House in Karachi.

PPP ‘only’ political
party that wants timely
elections, says Bilawal

KARACHI (INP): Taking a
dig at his allies in the erst-
while Pakistan Democratic
Movement-led ruling coali-
tion, PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Monday
claimed the PPP was the
“only” political party in the
country that wanted timely
elections.

“PPP is the country’s
only party that wants elec-
tions to take place,” he said
in a press conference in
Karachi, lamenting how “so-
called” political leaders were
coming up with excuses to
delay polls.

“You must have seen
that sometimes a so-called
leader comes on screen and
says: ‘Delimitation has to
happen and until then [elec-

tions can be delayed]’.
Okay let’s accept delimita-
tion [needs to be done] but
that process has been com-
pleted so now there should
be no issue in giving the date
[for polls]. “If not delimita-
tion, then sometimes some-
one begins talking about the
weather that ‘it is very cold
in February and January so
how will we contest elec-
tions,” while others talk
about the law and order situ-
ation,” Bilawal said. His
statement appeared to be a
criticism of JUI-F emir
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s
concerns over holding elec-
tions in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtun-khwaatatime
whentheyremain grip--ped by
intense winter.
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Miscellaneous

Welftare of State population,
top agenda of incumbent
regime: AJK PM

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP):
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwar ul Haq has said that
the present government
has no agenda other than
the welfare of the people
of the state.

While addressing the
inauguration ceremony of
Cardiac Hospital in the
State metropolis on Mon-
day, the PM said, “We will
leave the government in
case we fail to address the
problems of the people of
the state and restore their
confidence”. “People will
lose their faith in the gov-
ernment if we fail in our
efforts to strengthen the

system and maintain the
writ of the state”, the PM
said.

Reiterating his com-
mitment to abide by the
oath, the PM said that he
would quit if he lost an
absolute majority in the
assembly. Terming the
welfare of the people as his
government’s sole agenda,
he said that safeguarding
the constitutional rights of
the people of the state was
the responsibility of the
coalition government.

Vowing to defend the
rights of the people, the
PM said that he would
continue to raise his voice
for the legitimate rights of

his people at all available
forums. He, however,
maintained that there was
a dire need to realize our
duties and responsibilities
towards the state. He said
that ruling and opposition
parties were like two
wheels of a chariot, neces-
sary to run democracy.
The PM said, “As
long as  am in the govern-
ment, [ will do my best to
strengthen the system”.
The AJK government, he
said, would continue to
lend its all-out political,
moral and diplomatic sup-
port to Kashmiri brethren
n their just struggle for the
right to self-determination.
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ISLAMABAD: Former Speaker Balochist

an Aséemiily J anizl-l Shah Kakar

called on Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Faizabad sit-in review petitions
SC issues written order

pertaining to hearing

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court (SC) on
Monday issued a written
order pertaining to the hear-
ing of September 28, in
Faizabad sit-in review pe-
titions.

In a four-page order, the
court said that the respon-
dents had been given one
more opportunity to
present the facts of the
matter.

The respondents could
file the facts in written form,
through affidavits, till Oc-
tober 27, it said.

It said that the Attor-
ney General of Pakistan

had stated that the defence
ministry didn’t want to
pursue the review petition.

The Intelligence Bu-
reau (IB), Pakistan Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory
Authority (PEMRA) and
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTTI) had also filed miscel-
laneous applications to
withdraw the review peti-
tions. It said that petitioner
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed had
sought time to hire a new
lawyer in his case.

The order further said
that four questions had
been raised during the last
hearing in the case.

Maryam’s flopped show
exposed claims of
Nawaz’s popularity: Saif

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader, Barrister Dr.
Muhammad Ali Saif has
said that flopped show of
Maryam Nawaz has ex-
posed the forged claims of
popularity of PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif
among the masses.

Commenting over the
public gathering of Chief
Organizer of PML-N, he
said that Maryam Nawaz
keeping in the view the re-
sults of last gathering
would organize in narrow
streets in future.

Barrister Muhammad
Ali Saif said that Nawaz
Sharif who remained ab-
sconder was now returning
back to make fake claims of
revolution in Pakistan.

He said that the PML-
N supremo changes his

P

QUETTA: Civil Hospial Trau

come into power.

The PTI leader said
that the PML-N was offer-
ing motorcycles to people
for welcome of Nawaz
Sharif which was a pleas-
antry.

While return to Paki-
stan, Nawaz Sharif needs to
bring back the looted nation
exchequer along with him,
he suggested.

“Maryam’s  uncle
wasted Rs10 billion for his
cheap publicity. Prisoners
of Lahore Jail will welcome
Maryam’s father and he
will be garlanded with hand-
cuffs instead of flower gar-
lands.”

Barrister Saif said that
Nawaz Sharif should also
confirm his return ticket
because if PTI chief comes
out of jail, the PML-N
supremo will found it diffi-

ma Center Manag-

ing Director (MD), Dr. Azeemullah Babar ad-
dresses to media persons during press conference,

at Quetta press club.

‘Bring more people to
welcome Nawaz Sharif
and get Honda 125 bike’

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) is gearing up for the highly anticipated return of
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on October 21,

marking his comeback to Pakistan after a four-year ab-

sence.

In a bid to create an unforgettable welcome, a PML-
N leader has announced a unique incentive - a brand new
Honda 125 motorcycle - for individuals who bring more
people to greet their supremo Nawaz Sharif.

A viral video circulating on social media captured
the moment when a prominent PML-N party worker,
whose identity remains undisclosed, made an exhila-
rating announcement during a public gathering.

Flanked by large images of Nawaz Sharif and
Maryam Nawaz, the party worker declared, “This is a
big announcement, I hope my team will win. You are all
being told that whoever brings more people to welcome
Nawaz Sharif on October 21 will get a Honda 125.”

The promise of a Honda 125 motorcycle as a
reward for mobilising the masses to welcome Nawaz
Sharif has already sparked conversations across Paki-

stan.

Polio campaign...
Continued from page 1

the foolproof security
arrangements have been
made.

He said that security is
not only challenge for us in
Balochistan, rather in the
country.

However, we are pro-
viding security to the polio
teams as per our capacity,
he maintained.

He urged the parents
and all other segments of
the society to wholeheart-
edly contribute in the cam-
paign and make it success-
ful.

It may be mentioned
here that Vitamin “A” drops
are also being administered
to the children in addition
to the anti-polio vaccine.

Meanwhile, the polio
immunization campaigns
were also started in all other
districts of the province
where the Commissioners
and Deputy Commission-
ers formally inaugurated the
CaTpargIT X

ecurity

personnel....
Continued from page 1

said the minister
adding that through
this system, the infor-
mation gathering
would become faster
and easier and drug
peddlers could be ar-
rested, besides prepara-
tion of the educational
programme in collabo-
ration with the Higher
Education Commission
to sensitize the students
against the use of drugs.

The minister fur-
ther said that Afghan
Transit Trade would be
monitored from
Karachi Port to Af-
ghanistan to control tax
evasion, whereas Fed-
eral Board of Revenue
(FBR) was requested to
expedite the prosecu-
tion of pending cases of
smuggling.

Smuggling of 10195
liter POL worth Rs. 126
million was stopped
during different raids
during the month of
September whereas 43
metric ton narcotics was
apprehended and 252
cases were registered
and 246 accused were
arrested, the minister
told the gathering.

He said that during
raids against illegal
money exchange deal-
ers, Rs. 658.470 million
were recovered and 168
cases were registered.

He said all these ef-
forts of the government
are meant to stop ille-
gal activities which are
damaging the economy
and the government is
also providing a safe
and business friendly
environment for inves-
tors.

Lost and Found

My original driving li-
cense in the name of
Muhammad Nabeel Ejaz
S/o0 Ejaz Mehmood CNIC
No. 54400-7236130-3
has been lost somewhere
in Civil Secretariat.
Finder may please
contact 0304-8029428.

Nawaz Sharif
books ticket
for return to

Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Ticket has been booked
for return of Nawaz
Sharif from London to
Pakistan.

Nawaz Sharif will
land in Abu Dhabi inter-
national airport on Octo-
ber 21 from London.

Advance booking for
Nawaz Sharif has been
got made through private
airlines flight 243. Book-
ing has been made in
business class of private
airlines.

Nawaz Sharif will
leave Abu Dhabi for
Lahore on October 21.

Private airlines will
land In Allama Igbal in-
ternational airport at
6.25 p.m.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali

Mastung bomb blast during his visit to Civil Hospital

Sirbaz Khan becomes 1st
Pakistani to ascend 13
peaks above 8,000 metres

Sirbaz Khan achieves feat after summiting 8,188
meters Cho Oyu peak in Tibet, China

Sports Desk

KARACHI: Sirbaz Khan
on Monday ascended Cho
Oyu peak in Tibet, China,
the world’s sixth highest
peak, becoming the first
Pakistani to climb 13
mountains above 8,000
metres (26,247 feet).

Khan and his teammate
Naila Kiani climbed the
8,188 metres (26,863 feet)
Cho Oyu peak in over 28
hours using a marathon al-
pine-style climb, and with-
out supplementary oxy-
gen, said Alpine Club of
Pakistan, the country’s of-
ficial mountaineering orga-
nization, in a statement.

Kiani became the first
Pakistani woman climber
to summit 10 peaks above
8,000 metres, the state-
ment added.

After his latest feat,
Khan has only left
Shishapangma mountain to
accomplish his dream of
becoming the first Paki-
stani to climb all 14 peaks
above 8,000-metre in the
world, Alpine Club Secre-
tary General Karrar Haidri
told Anadolu.

Shishaspangma is the
14th-highest mountain in
the world, at 8,027 metres
(26,335 feet) above sea
level.

He is followed by
Shehroze Kashif and Kiani,
who have ascended 12 and
10 summits above 8,000-
metre, respectively.

Khan, 32, is from the
scenic Hunza valley in
northern Gilgit-Baltistan,
which borders China. He
only started climbing in
2016.

In 2019, he became the
first Pakistani to summit
Mount Lhotse, the world’s
fourth-highest mountain at
8,516 metres (27,940 feet),
in Nepal, without the use
of supplemental oxygen.

Moreover, he
summited the 8,125 metres
(26,657 feet) Nanga Parbat
in 2017, the 8,611 metres
(28,251 feet) K2 in 2018,
and in 2019, Broad Peak
at 8,163 metres (26,782
feet).

Last year, he scaled
the 8,091 metres (26,545
feet) Mount Anapurna, the
8,035 metres (26,362 feet)
Gasherbrum II, and the
8,848 metres (29,029 feet)
Mount Everest — the
world’s tallest peak.

Kiani, a Dubai-based
Pakistani banker and a
mother of two, gained
prominence after images of
her wedding shoot at the
K2 base camp in 2018
went viral on social me-
dia.
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Caretaker Federal Minister for Planning, Devel-

opment and Special Initiatives Muhammad Sami
Saeed meeting with Chairman State Committee of
Urban Planning and Architecture, Azerbaijan

Anwar Gulilyev

David Miller can put
the ‘chokers’ on
top in World Cup

NEW DELHI (INP): Few
would look at an innings of
82 not out off 45 balls and
think it played second
fiddle to another knock in a
game, but when David
Miller walked off unbeaten
at the end of South Africa’s
50 overs in Centurion ear-
lier this month, all the ap-
plause was focused on
Heinrich Klaasen’s freakish
174 off 83 balls, which took
his side to 416 against Aus-
tralia.

Two days later, Miller
scored another half-cen-
tury, 63 off 65, as South
Africa posted 315 and
sealed the series 3-2. Once
more, his innings was over-
shadowed - by Aiden
Markram’s 93 and Marco
Jansen’s all-round heroics.

As the most experi-
enced player in South
Africa’s ODI World Cup
squad, Miller really
shouldn’t be flying under
the radar ahead of what will
likely be his last tilt at the
title. His ice-cool exterior on
the field is in evidence dur-
ing our interview earlier this
year. Sitting in a deck chair
by the pool of a luxury ho-
tel, Miller looks relaxed, but
when he starts talking about
this current South Africa
side, he leans forward, the
excitement almost palpable
in his voice.

What happens when
the ODI World Cup meets
a T20 mindset?

No, he doesn’t mind if
he isn’t the centre of atten-
tion. “We’ve actually got a
world-class top six,” he

says. “Quinton de Kock has
that power up top, Aiden
Markram strikes easy
boundaries, Rassie [van der
Dussen] can literally de-
stroy the opposition,
Klaasen... we’ve got a lot
of power-hitters in the top
six. I’'m sure the coach
would be open to moving
me up one or two games,
seeing how a game goes, but
for now, I think we’ve
pretty much got our struc-
ture and it seems to be work-
ing.”

We’re talking at a time
when Miller is in form,
though, in fairness, that
doesn’t really narrow it
down much. His impressive
run has extended across
formats and seasons for so
long now it’s less a purple
patch than a sparkling late
chapter in a career that feels
like it has still got some
ways to run. His vastly
improved numbers in T20
cricket since 2021 have
made him an even more
coveted asset in the fran-
chise league circuit, but his
ODI rise in that time has
bordered on the meteoric.

Since July 2019, the
start of this World Cup
cycle, he averages just un-
der 61 with a strike rate of
114.15; in the nine years
before that period, his aver-
age was around 39 and strike
rate a fraction over a run a
ball. Miller has batted at No.
5 or lower in every one of
his post-World Cup innings
and yet he has been scoring
his runs faster than ever, and
scoring more of them.

Economic Review:

IMF team to
visit Pakistan
in October

end week

ISLAMABAD (INP): An
IMF mission will arrive in
the last week of October for
economic review of the
standby arrangement agree-
ment, it was learnt on Mon-
day.

The Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR), Ministry
of Energy, State Bank of
Pakistan, National Electric
Power Regulatory Author-
ity (NEPRA) and Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA), have been in-
structed to prepare their
implementation reports on
the IMF conditions.

The IMF mission will
hold talks on the review with
the economic managers for
over one week. The energy
sector’s circular debt, FBR
revenue generation and
market-based currency ex-
change rate will be key
points of the economic re-
view. The visiting IMF of-
ficials will also review ex-
ternal financing, circular debt
management plan, and issu-
ance of bonds. The team of
global lender will review the
adjustment and re-basing in
the prices of electricity and
gas as per the conditions of
the standby agreement.

The Ministry of Fi-
nance has assured the IMF,
a reduction of 180 bln ru-
pees in circular debt of the
power sector by June 2024.

The mission during its
stay in Pakistan will also
hold meetings with various
political parties and discuss
the next general elections in
the country.

The talks for the second
tranche of the IMF bailout
will likely to be held in the
last week of October, ARY
News had reported recently.

LtGen Munir
Afsarappointed....

Continued from page 1

Afsar Hilal Imtiaz
(Military) has vast experi-
ence in IT related technical
development and manage-
ment in Pakistan Army and
United Nations Mission,
according to his profile re-
leased to the media.

Lt Gen Muhammad
Munir is an MPhil in Pub-
lic Policy and National Se-
curity Management. He
compiled a research paper
on public policy response
in the GIS department dur-
ing the 2010 floods.

Lt Gen Munir Afsar did
his MS in Geographic In-
formation Systems (GIS)
and Remote Sensing.He
was also awarded the
President’s Award for his
paper on rapid geospatial
data generation through
photometry.

MS in National Re-
source Strategy (C&IT In-
dustry and Supply Chain
Management) from NDU
Washington DC where he
was named a Distinguished
Graduate.

He is currently a PhD
candidate in Remote Sens-
ing at NUST

Islamabad.His research
paper is related to detec-
tion of plant diseases
through remote sensing and
artificial intelligence.
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FM to participate in
Trans-Himalaya Forum
in Tibet on Oct 4-5

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani is visiting
China to participate in the
3rd Trans-Himalaya Forum
for International Coopera-
tion, being held in
Nyingchi, Tibet Autono-
mous Region, on October
4-5.

The foreign minister is
undertaking the visit at the
special invitation of the
Foreign Minister of China,
Wang Yi, the Foreign Office
said Monday. The Trans-
Himalaya Forum was initi-
ated in 2018 to deepen
practical cooperation
among regional countries
on diverse subjects includ-
ing geographical connec-
tivity, environmental pro-
tection, ecological preser-

vation, and enhancing cul-
tural linkages.

The last in-person
meeting of the Forum was
held in 2019. The theme
of this year’s Forum is
“Ecological Civilization
and Environmental Protec-
tion.”

The Foreign Office in
a statement said during his
stay in Tibet, FM Jilani
will address the opening
ceremony of the Trans-
Himalaya Forum.

On the sidelines, the
foreign minister will meet
with several regional dig-
nitaries including the
Deputy Prime Minister of
Mongolia, the Foreign
Minister of China the and
Interim Foreign Minister
of Afghanistan.

i

QUETTA: Former Speaker Balochistan Assembly
Raheela Hameed Durrani meeting with Caretaker
Information Minister Jan Achakzai

AJKKicks off preparations to
commemorate 18th Anniversary
012005 deadly earthquake

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP):
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
kick off preparations to
commemorate the 18th an-
niversary of October 8,
2005 earthquake pay trib-
ute to the martyrs and other
victims of history’s most-
worst deadly catastrophe in
the region.

A grand ceremony will
be hosted by the Kashmir
Orphan Relief Trust
(KORT) and Educational
Complex at Akhterabad in
Mirpur, dwelling hundreds
of children who became or-
phans and shelterless in
deadly earthquake of Oc-
tober 8, 2005 in AJK.

The ceremony will be-
gin at 6.00 am on Sunday,
08 the mega KORT com-
plex at Akhterabad, in
outskirt of this lake city,
said Ch. Akhter, the
founder of the KORT, the
largest shelter home in
South Asia, housing over
400 of orphan and shelter
less children — mostly
those who were rendered
homeless and orphan fol-
lowing the killer earthquake
of October 2005 in
Muzaffarabad and various
adjoining parts of AJK and
KPK

Talking to APP here on
Monday, Akhtar said that
the grand ceremony to pay
rich tributes to the victims
of the history’s worst ca-
tastrophe, will be attended
among others by the digni-
taries - besides social
workers, volunteers and
heads of various nation-
building institutions will

istan Development Auth

attend to observe the anni-
versary with due respect
and prayers for the victims
of the devastating calam-
ity.

This year Mirpur city
of AJK will observe the an-
niversary when it met the
same fate in form of Sept.
24, 2019 devastating
earthquake of moderate
magnitude measuring 5.8
at Richter scale that left at
least 45 people dead and
over 1000 injured besides
huge damaging of the build-
ings across Mirpur city
and adjoining areas of
Jatlaan leaving hundreds of
thousands of the people
shelter less badly affecting
the daily life.

The anniversary will
be observed as the national
day of awareness about
safety from the national di-
sasters to mark the 17tth
anniversary the calamity as
‘day of firmness and de-
termination for reconstruc-
tion — in memory of earth-
quake martyrs’ coupled
with special prayers for the
rest of the departed souls
of'the quake victims in eter-
nal peace and to express
complete solidarity and
sympathies with the sur-
vivors of the history’s
most worst natural catas-
trophe.

The day will dawn
with special prayers in
the mosques at Fajr
across AJK for the de-
parted souls of the earth-
quake victims. It will be
a gazetted holiday
throughout AJK State.

e

ority (BDA) are hold-

ing protest demonstration for acceptance of their demands, in Quetta.
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Solangi calls for open but
civilised debate on problems
being faced by Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi on
Monday stressed the need
for open but civilised de-
bate and discussion over the
problems being faced by
the country.

Delivering his speech
at the launching ceremony
of renowned author Dr.
Farooq Adil’s book *
Humne Jo Bhula Diya:
Tareekh Ke Gumshuda
Awraq”, here he said that
open but civilised discus-
sion on national issues was
prerequisite for finding a
way to resolve problems
being faced by the country.
Such ceremonies,he opined,
helped in resolving the
country’s problems, espe-
cially at a time when the
country was going to elec-
tions soon.

He said that forums of

Pakistan Television and
Radio Pakistan were avail-
able for open but civilised
debate.

He said that the 437-
page book by Dr Farooq
Adil had highlighted various
aspects of national history.

Murtaza Solangi that
it was responsibility of
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) to conduct
elections and the caretaker
federal government was
duty-bound to assist the
ECP in the process.

Talking to media after
attending book launching
ceremony of Dr Farooq
Adil’s book “Humne Jo
Bhula Diya: Tareekh Ke
Gumshuda Awraq”, he said
Maulana Fazlur Rahman
was leader of a large politi-
cal party.

He said that
Maulana’s statement about
elections in winter must
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ISLAMABAD: hief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Haji Gulbar

have been seen by the ECP
top hierarchy and they will
respond to it.

To a question, he said
that Nawaz Sharif’s return
had nothing to do with care-
taker government.

Replying to a question
about his recent visit to
China, the minister said
Pakistan enjoyed evergreen
relations with Beijing and
future of these ties was
very bright.

Congratulating Dr.
Farooq Adil, Murtaza
Solangi said that the na-
tions that did not learn from
history suffered.

He said that respon-
sible journalism was need
of the hour and determina-
tion of responsible journal-
ism was essential.

The country will have
to go on the path of devel-
opment, not destruction, he
added.

h e — \
Khan in a meet-

ing with Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami former member Saint Sirajul Haq along

with a delegation.

Fuel price adjustment case:
SC issues notice to all

respondents including AG

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
adjourned the hearing till
October 16 of petitions
filed against declaring ille-
gal the Fuel Price Adjust-
ment in electricity bills.

The court has issued
notice to all respondents in-
cluding Attorney General of
Pakistan (AGP).

The Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa remarked there is heap
of cases in respect of price
of electricity. We will de-
cide on October 16 after
hearing the arguments.
Video link facility will not
be provided. All the re-
spondents should come to
Islamabad and give argu-
ments.

He gave these remarks
while presiding over a 3-
member bench of SC Mon-
day.

The CJP rejected the
request of Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) for giving him
time.

The CJP directed him
to make preparation for
case and give arguments
within half an hour.

Additional Attorney
General (AAG) Aamir ur
Rehman told the court to
give some time.

The CJP remarked if
you give in writing that
Aamir Rehman is incapable
and he cannot give argu-
ments then it is all right.
There is heap upon heap of
the cases related to electric-
ity prices. There is no no-
tice to AG in this case. We
cannot dare to call Aamir
Rehman incapable. I think
Aamir Rehman is capable
advocate and he can give ar-
guments in the case himself.
We will hear the case after
interval of 11.30 a.m.

The court was told on
resumption of hearing there
is a petition of adjournment
in this case as well. How-
ever the companies told the
court this is very serious
case. The order of the court
is required in this case. Be-
cause matter of billion of
rupees is involved in fuel
price adjustment in this
case. Several works have
stopped. Therefore, give
any date but there should
be a confirmed date.
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ISLAMABAD: Laborers are busy in their work

during the Construction of Margala Town Under
pass, as the construction work is resume, which
was halted due to improvements in the design.

IESCO plans to start
installing over 1.4m AMI
meters from January 2024

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) has
planned to start installing
over 1.4 million Advanced
Metering Infrastructure
(AMI) meters of all tariffs
in Rawalpindi circle from
January 2024.

Official sources told
that the project would be
completed within two
years. Currently data back
and operation centers were
being set up at Gujjar Khan
and IESCO Headquarters
and G-10 respectively be-
sides operational labora-
tory. They said that initially
some 512 AMI non-billing
meters were installed in
March 2022 as a pilot
project.

Switching over to
AMI system will bring
about a permanent elimina-
tion of power pilferage with
a systematic control of
transmission  through
round-the-clock monitoring
of the electricity meters.

This new technology,
being introduced, would
help reduce power sector

losses, enhance quality of
billing and recoveries, con-
trol power load-shedding
and would also address the
consumers’ complaints of
wrong or over-billing, they
said.

The AMI system will
end human interventions in
meter reading, enhance cus-
tomer support, better mea-
surements, more accurate
billing, a degree of control
of consumption and help
the persisting dilemma of
power outage by enhancing
ability of IESCO to reduce
non-technical losses.

This system has al-
ready been installed at
Multan and Lahore Electric
Supply Companies
(MEPCO and LESCO) but
at a very limited scale add-
ing that the project was
launched at Islamabad Elec-
tric Supply Company
(IESCO) with the financial
assistance of the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB).

ADB had provided
$170 million for AMI
project being carried out in
the IESCO phase wises.

Life threat to Imran:

Bushra Bibi
moves IHC
for security,

protection

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Bushra Bibi has resorted to
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) for security and pro-
tection of Imran Khan due
to life threat facing chair-
man PTI in jail.

Bushra Bibi wife of
chairman PTI has filed a
petition in IHC through
Latif Khosa advocate ex-
pressing the fear Imran
Khan can be given poison
to Imran Khan through
meal.

The petitioner has
taken plea chairman PTI
was not allowed to eat
home made meal. In the
past this facility was given
to prisoners. Provision of
pure food to Imran Khan
be ensured through respon-
sible medical officer. Adul-
terated food can be harmful
for the life of her husband.

Bushra Bibi has also
said in the petition that her
husband is not being pro-
vided such facilities as per
jail manual for which he is
entitled to. Implementation
of the court order for pro-
viding facilities in jail be
ensured.

IRSA releases
161,600

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Monday
released 161,600 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow 096,000
cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1539.13
feet and was 141.13 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 49,100 cusecs
and 85,000 cusecs respec-
tively.

The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1224.85 feet,
which was 174.85 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was re-
corded 10,300 cusecs and
40,000 cusecs respectively.

The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu
and Sukkur was recorded as
90,600, 90,000, 94,100 and
47,100 cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from River Kabul,
a total of 16,100 cusecs of
water released at Nowshera
and 8,500 cusecs released
from River Chenab at
Marala.

Senator Professor Sajid Mir, Chairman Senat Standing Com

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing Murtaza Solangi addressing the launch ceremony of the famous author
Dr. Farooq Adil's book titled ""We Forgot the History of Pakistan's Missing
Papers'' at AIOU Auditorium.

PBM extends aid to over
11.62mlIn needy individuals
during current year: MD

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Managing Director of Pa-
kistan Baitul-Mal, Malik
Amir Fida Paracha on Mon-
day revealed that over the
past year, Pakistan Bait-ul-
Mal assisted over
11.616574 million individu-
als in need, with more than
10 million finding shelter
in homes, facilitated
68,272 educational schol-
arships and provided fi-
nancial support to 250,000
individuals for medical
treatment.

During an interview
with “APP” he stated that
Pakistan Baitul-Mal was
offering both housing and
education to orphans
through Sweet Homes.

These Sweet Homes
are located in various re-
gions across the country,
comprising 11 in Islamabad
and Azad Kashmir Region,
9 in Lahore, 5 in Multan, 3
in Gilgit-Baltistan, 11 in
Sindh, 8 in KPK, and four
in Balochistan.

In these homes, he
said orphaned and homeless
children receive a range of
complimentary services,
including standard accom-
modation, meals, educa-
tion, uniforms, books,
medical care, skill develop-
ment programs, laundry
services, religious educa-
tion, and counseling.

The sweet homes ad-
mitted orphaned children

between the ages of 4 and
6.

Presently, there are
6,000 orphans residing in
Pakistan Sweet Homes.

According to the
Managing Director of
Baitul-Mal, as of Septem-
ber this year, 13.229739
million individuals had re-
ceived assistance from shel-
ter homes, while 12.2039
million had been provided
with two daily meals, and
99,647 had found shelter.

Among the beneficia-
ries of Shelter Homes, 4.525
million are from Islamabad,
2.3 million from Sindh,
614,000 from Balochistan,
and 2.2 million from
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Minister directs

PEIRA to ensure 10%
scholarships for yearly
registration private schools

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Professional
Training Madad Ali Sindhi
on Monday ordered PEIRA
to make 10 percent need
based scholarships manda-
tory for yearly registration
of private schools.

The decision was
made during a high-level
meeting convened between
the Minister for Federal

Education & Professional
Training , Madad Ali Sindhi
and the Chairperson of Pri-
vate Educational Institu-
tions Regulatory Authority
(PEIRA) Dr. Sayeda Zia
Batool.

The meeting focused
on critical subject of needs-
based scholarships for de-
serving students and served
as acontinuation of the Fed-

eral Minister’s previous
visit to PEIRA in August
where he first raised this
subject.

Dr. Sayeda Zia Batool
apprised the minister that
as per his direction of of-
fering these scholarships
was now a compulsory cri-
terion for private schools in
Islamabad seeking registra-
tion with PEIRA.

This stipulation is ex-

plicitly indicated on the reg-
istration certificates issued
to Private Educational In-
stitutions by PEIRA.
This official observa-
tion from PEIRA, ad-
dressed to the administra-
tors of private educational
institutions, references rel-
evant regulatory guidelines
and obligations that these
institutions must fulfil.

DC Islamabad directs
crackdown against illegal
petrol filling stations

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon directed officers
crackdown against illegal
petrol filling stations and to
ensure the quality and quan-
tity of petrol sold at petrol
pumps

On the instructions of
the Deputy Commissioner,
the Assistant Commis-
sioner Industrial Area Awais
Irshad Bhatti was also con-
ducting inspections of
petrol stations to check for
the presence of duty and
inspection of weights and
measures as per the noti-
fied roster, ICT Spokesman
said on Monday.

The petrol stations
found to be violating the
rules were being sealed, and
strict action would be taken
against illegal petrol filling
stations.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner has warned petrol
pump owners and opera-

tors to ensure that they are
selling pure and unadulter-
ated petrol in the correct
quantity.

He has also appealed
to the public to report any
irregularities to the authori-
ties.

The Deputy
Commissioner’s crack-
down on petrol pumps was
widely appreciated by the
masses.

It will also help to curb
the illegal petrol filling sta-
tion business.

The DC’s crackdown
on petrol pumps was part
of a larger campaign by the
government to ensure the
quality and quantity of
goods and services sold to
the public.

The government has
also taken steps to crack
down on adulterated food
and beverages, and on busi-
nesses that were using false
or misleading weights and
measures.
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Anti-Polio
Campaign

launched

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The anti-polio campaign in
here on Monday started
with target of vaccinating
all children under the age of
five in the capital territory.

On the directions of
Deputy Commissioner
Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
East Usman Ashraf visited
the polio campaign teams
in different areas of the city.
He was accompanied by
Assistant Commissioners
under the supervision of
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner East Osman
Ashraf. The anti-polio
campaign will continue for
seven days to target to vac-
cinate all children under the
age of five in federal capi-
tal. Additional Deputy
Commissioner East Usman
Ashraf urged parents to
cooperate with polio teams
to achieve the target.

Film hero
Waheed
remembered
on birth

anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Celebrated film hero and
producer Waheed Murad
was remembered on his
birth anniversary on Mon-
day. Born on October 2,
1938 in Sialkot, Waheed
Murad went to Karachi to
complete his studies.

He commenced his
film career as a producer by
joining the company estab-
lished by his father, Nisar
Murad. The first film pro-
duced by Waheed Murad
was titled “Insaan Badalta
Hai” in 1961. After that, he
began acting and starred in
“Aulaad” in 1962.

His first film as an ac-
tor proved to be a hit at the
box office and he impressed
many directors and produc-
ers with his style and dia-
logue delivery.

He then played the
lead in “Heera Aur Pathar”
for which he even received
a Nigar Award.

Heera aur pathar was
his first movie as a leading
actor. He got the Nigar
award in the best actor cat-
egory for the same film. In
1966, he produced and
acted in Armaan. The film
broke all the box office
records at that time and
completed 75 weeks in the-
atres. The film were sung
by Ahmed Rushdi. Murad
received two Nigar awards
for the categories best pro-
ducer and best actor for the
film.

mittee 6n Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-

Baltistan presiding over a Meeting of the Committee at Parliament House Islamabad.

Education minister
reviews anti-drug
campaign in schools

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Professional
Training, Madad Ali Sindhi,
and the Chairperson of the
Private Educational Institu-
tions Regulatory Authority
(PEIRA), Dr Sayeda Zia
Batool on Monday dis-
cussed and reviewed the
activities of the PEIRA-
ANF Anti-Drug Awareness
Campaign.

During a meeting held
here, the minister was
pleased to see effective
implementation and ex-
pressed satisfaction with
the current status of the
campaign’s activities.

This meeting was in
continuation of the
Minister’s earlier visit to
PEIRA in August, during
which he advised the launch
of'this significant initiative
due to his great concern
over the issue. The collabo-
ration between PEIRA and
ANF represents a commu-
nity-based approach to
combat substance abuse, as
envisioned by the Federal
Minister, Madad Ali
Sindhi. The program em-
ploys a multi-faceted strat-
egy that includes education,
awareness, and interven-
tion, thereby offering a
comprehensive solution to
the drug issues affecting
youth in the Islamabad
Capital Territory.

Following the direc-
tives from the Minister,
PEIRA initiated the cam-

paign on August 30, 2023,
inaugurated by the Minis-
ter himself. The event was
also participated by the
DIG ANF Mr. Rommel
Akram.

The campaign has
adopted immediate and in-
tensive preventative mea-
sures designed to have a
broad impact across both
urban and rural sectors of
the Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory.

PEIRA conducted two
major Awareness Seminars
on August 30th and Sep-
tember 20th, engaging hun-
dreds of youth from lead-
ing private schools.

Resource persons
from the ANF led these
seminars; the September
20th seminar was chaired
by the Chairperson, PEIRA
Dr. Sayeda Zia Batool and
featured ANF Force Com-
mander, Brig. (retd) Ammar
Ali. ANF DIG Rommel
Akram and ANF Director,
Mian Zahid also joined the
event. The campaign has re-
ceived an overwhelming re-
sponse from the commu-
nity and employs a cluster-
based approach for targeted
interventions. Similarly, a
vital component of this
campaign is the Teacher
Training Action Plan.

This plan is aimed at
equipping educators with
the skills and knowledge
required to identify and
tackle drug-related issues
among students.

ISLAMABAD: Chairm

an Couhcil of Islamic Ide-

ology Qible Ayaz called on Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

Pakistan, Turkiye
condemn terrorism,
express solidarity

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan and Turkiye on
Monday strongly con-
demned the reprehensible
acts of terrorism taking place
in their respective regions.

In a telephonic conver-
sation, Pakistan Ulema
Council (PUC) Chairman
Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi and
Head of Turkish Religious
Affairs Dr. Ali Arbash said
Pakistan and Turkiye,
standing together against
terrorism, vowed to com-
bat those who target inno-
cent civilians and attempt
to undermine Muslim na-
tions through their mutual
cooperation.

They, in a joint state-
ment, said Islam was a reli-
gion of peace and safety, and
any individuals or groups
that perpetrated violence
against innocent humanity

were enemies of Islam.
“Such individuals, organi-
zations, or entities have no
connection to Islam,” they
added.

Dr. Ali Arbash, ex-
pressed his heartfelt con-
demnation of the recent
terrorist incidents in
Mastung and Hangu. He
also expressed gratitude on
behalf of Turkiye’s govern-
ment and people for
Pakistan’s strong condem-
nation of terrorism.

Ashrafi emphasized
the brotherly bond between
Pakistan and Turkiye, stat-
ing that recent acts of ter-
rorism in both countries
were unacceptable to the
entire Muslim world. He
reassured that Pakistan’s
government and people
stood shoulder to shoulder
with their Turkish breth-
ren.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for

National Heritage and Culture Jamal Shah depos-
ited a valuable gift (bronzes sculpture of falcon) in
Toshakhana which was received by him during his

recent visit to Qatar.

ANF crackdown against
drug smuggling continues

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) continues its opera-
tions against drug traffick-
ing and recovers more than
139 kg of drugs in 7 op-
erations different opera-
tions while arresting 8 ac-
cused.

According to the
spokesperson of ANF on
Tuesday, 45 kg 600 grams
of hashish and 12 kg of
opium were recovered from
the vehicle near Motorway
Toll Plaza Khanewal on.

Meanwhile a resident
of Islamabad was smuggling
drugs by hiding them in the
trunk of a car but was ap-
prehended by the ANF.

During operation at
Allama Igbal International
Airport, 53 capsules filled
with cocaine were recovered
from the stomach of a pas-
senger. The accused had
reached Lahore from Mus-

cat via flight number PK-
230.

The spokesperson
further said that 4 suspects
arrested in a joint operation
with Pakistan Rangers
Punjab in Kasur and 7 kg of
heroin was recovered from
their possession.

At Sialkot Interna-
tional Airport, 50 ice and
50 hashish filled capsules
were recovered from the
passenger’s stomach. The
accused was a resident of
Pakpattan and leaving for
Doha via flight number QR-
631.

Meanwhile 9 kg hash-
ish was recovered from a
local resident near Ghazar
Taos Bala Bazaar in a joint
operation with FC
Balochistan at Luck Pass
Check Post. During the
operation, 40 kg of ice was
recovered from 5 parcels in
the bus.
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Faizabad redux

The memory of the infamous
Faizabad dharna of 2017 has
returned to haunt Pakistan.
When one looks back at the
stand-off, which eventually saw
the Tehreek-i-Labbaik cata-
pulted into the political ‘main-
stream’, there is little to feel but
regret.

As the Supreme Court takes
up review petitions against its
2019 verdict in the same case,
the TLP is once again on the
rampage, this time against mi-
nority communities.

Unfortunately, there has
been, so far, no attempt by the
state to clamp down on their
disruptive activities — an ap-
proach in line with the security
establishment’s earlier inclina-
tion to allow a free hand to the
group. Interestingly, those who
had filed the review pleas
against the 2019 Faizabad sit-
in verdict now want them with-
drawn.

They include the PTI, which
participated in an extended
smear campaign against the
current chief justice following
the judgement, but which now
finds it more suitable for his
verdict to be implemented with-
out further qualification.

There are also some who do
not want the matter to be re-
visited as this will invariably
give rise to difficult questions
about the present political con-
text.

It may be recalled that the
Supreme Court’s Faizabad rul-
ing had prompted a presiden-
tial reference against Justice
Isa — a move that was widely
seen as a ‘punishment’ for his
attempt to hold the security
forces to account.

The judgement was seen as
a clarion call for unelected
quarters to respect their oath,
to stop interfering in the politi-
cal domain, and to check reli-
gious extremists, instead of
patronising them.

But none was ever pros-
ecuted for engaging in unlaw-
ful political activity, and the TLP
was allowed to flourish despite
its virulent ideology, which re-
currently caused immense em-
barrassment for the Pakistani
authorities in later years.

The political instability seen
lately and the repeated attacks
on Pakistan’s minority commu-
nities in recent weeks are just
some of the symptoms of the
state’s failure to implement the
Faizabad sit-in verdict.

After the Eid Milad-un-Nabi
bombings this Friday, many
observers have been wonder-
ing why Pakistan continues to
be targeted by those seeking
to shed innocent blood. It would
appear that violent extremism
continues to find easy outlets
here because it ranks so low in
our state’s priorities.

Consider how the state re-
sponded to the Faizabad ver-
dict. When the court excoriated
the security agencies for fail-
ing to act firmly against those
openly spreading hate and ad-
vocating extremism, the admin-
istration at the time, instead of
ensuring that the miscreants
were dealt with resolutely, at-
tempted to neutralise the judge
who had issued the ruling.

As long as terrorists know
that our state will turn a blind
eye to bigotry and hate, there
is little hope for us to be rid of
the malignancies that have be-
come embedded in our
sociopolitical fabric.

Maleeha Lodhi

The interim government
seems to be getting itself
mired in unnecessary politi-
cal controversy at a time
when it should be reassur-
ing people of its commit-
ment to holding free and fair
elections.

Instead of creating a
propitious environment for
credible polls, which is their
main task, gratuitous asser-
tions by the caretaker prime
minister and some ofhis cabi-
net members are clouding
the atmosphere and raising
questions about how inclu-
sive the election will be.

In an interview with
Associated Press, Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar declared that fair elec-
tions were possible even
with the exclusion of PTI
leader Imran Khan and his
jailed party members. This
provoked a sharp response

Courting controversy

from PTI, which said elec-
tions minus Khan would be
“unacceptable, unlawful
and unconstitutional”. Oth-
ers also took exception to
this remark.

The Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan
described Kakar’s claim as
“ill-judged and anti-demo-
cratic” as courts had not yet
found Khan guilty in the le-
gal cases against him. HRCP
also said it was not for the
prime minister or his gov-
ernment to decide unilater-
ally what constitutes a ‘fair’
election. Former prime min-
ister and PML-N leader
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi also
said it was not the interim
PM’s job to make such con-
tentious statements.

An official ‘clarifica-
tion’ claiming Kakar’s com-
ments had been “misunder-
stood” and “misreported”
did little to quell the contro-
versy. Nor did Kakar’s sub-
sequent explanations. His
insistence on being nonpar-
tisan was a response to ris-
ing criticism, but it was too
little, too late. In fact, his
nonstop media interviews
on political issues and daily
sermons on ‘requirements of
the law’ only compounded
the matter.

Meanwhile, remarks
by the interim interior min-

ister also drew a furious re-
sponse, this time from lead-
ers of Pakistan’s other ma-
jor party, PML-N. In an in-
terview, Sarfraz Bugti said
Mian Nawaz Sharif would
be arrested when he arrived
back home from abroad ifhe
failed to get bail. PML-N
leaders accused the minister
of “exceeding his jurisdic-
tion” and pointed out that it
was neither his business nor
his decision about where
Sharif would go on arrival.
Again, a ‘clarification’ by the
minister that his government
had no “political agenda” did
little to calm ruffled feath-
ers.

Earlier, PPP leader
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari de-
cried the absence ofa “level
playing field” for the polls.
Party representatives pub-
licly assailed the inclusion
in the interim cabinet of
former bureaucrats closely
aligned with PML-N in the
past. They insinuated that
the interim government was
acting as a vehicle for PML-
N and also accused the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan of bias.

If the principal role of
a caretaker government is to
oversee free and fair polls
and act impartially, such
criticism from political par-
ties, who are major contend-

ers in the upcoming election,
suggests it is already falling
short on fulfilling its respon-
sibilities as envisaged in the
Constitution and Elections
Act of 2017.

The gap between how
a caretaker government is
supposed to act and the
conduct of the Kakar admin-
istration is evident from
what is prescribed by Sec-
tion 230 of the Elections Act,
2017. It obliges the interim
government to be “impartial
to every person and politi-
cal party” and “restrict it-
self to activities that are of
routine, non-controversial
and urgent” nature.

Responsible for man-
aging “day-to-day matters
which are necessary to run
the affairs of the Govern-
ment”, it is barred from tak-
ing “major policy decisions
except on urgent matters”.
It cannot take decisions that
pre-empt the scope and
sphere of activities and
powers of the next elected
government.

It is also not
authorised to make ap-
pointments or carry out
large-scale shuffles of civil
servants that can affect the
working or policies of the
future government. Over
the years, the Supreme
Court has upheld this prin-

ciple in rulings on petitions
by government employees
and others who challenged
such transfers. The judge-
ment in the Khwaja Asif
case in 2013 is a case in
point.

True, an effort was
made by the previous par-
liament to grant more pow-
ers to the caretaker govern-
ment. But because of stri-
dent protests from treasury
and opposition benches,
the Elections (Amendment)
Act 2023, adopted last
month, was substantially
watered down.

It only allowed the
caretaker administration to
take policy decisions on ex-
isting multilateral and bilat-
eral agreements and already
initiated projects. This did
not in any way affect what
is set out in the 2017 Act or
change the principal func-
tion of the caretaker gov-
ernment to assist the ECP
in holding elections.

Seen against this back-
drop, there seems little
doubt the caretaker govern-
ment, which has a limited
mandate, is over-interpret-
ing its role and acting as if it
has been elected and is here
to stay. Policy pronounce-
ments on foreign affairs
have been frequent, includ-
ing on sensitive issues on

which it has no authority
to make decisions.

Public claims have
been made by ministers
about taking decisions
which go beyond what is
permitted by the law. In
fact, ministers seem to be
vying for public attention
either by making exagger-
ated claims or issuing dis-
ingenuous statements.

Instead of getting itself
embroiled in one contro-
versy after another, the in-
terim government should
be focusing on its primary
role: creating the conditions
for a free, fair and transpar-
ent poll. Ministers should
steer clear of commenting
on political issues, pontifi-
cating on foreign policy and
desist from seeking point-
less publicity all the time.

For its part, the ECP
should overcome its reti-
cence to announce an elec-
tion date. Its announcement
of lists of preliminary de-
limitation of constituencies
is, however, a welcome
step.

The sooner the coun-
try goes to the polls, the
greater the chance for it to
find a way out of the present
political and economic mo-
rass and address the multiple
crises roiling Pakistan. --
Courtesy Dawn

Education and other non

DrAyesha Razzaque

Around the world, univer-
sities have multiple goals.
Core among them remains
teaching in degree
programmes to pass on
knowledge, make (mostly)
young adults understand
the world we inhabit, el-
evate them to become ca-
pable of reasoning, and be-
come contributing members
of society.They offer
graduate programmes —
MS, MA, PhD — to pre-
pare students to conduct
research and create new
knowledge. While the pur-
suit of knowledge for
knowledge’s own sake is a
perfectly good reason for
getting an education, univer-
sities do not exist in a
vacuum or bubble. As such,
another goal of universities
is to make a positive im-
pact on the immediate and
wider communities they are
a part of.

What about universi-

ties in Pakistan? What goals
do or should they priori-
tize? How well are univer-
sities’ operations aligned
with those priorities? Over
the last two decades, all in-
centives have been reori-
ented towards a single goal:
raising the number of re-
search papers with author
affiliations from Pakistan,
however frivolous they
might be (save for a small
fraction). Twenty years
later, those research papers
have just become an expen-
sive flex and a way to de-
cide who gets promoted and
who does not. In terms of
our universities’ reputation
as a place of quality schol-
arship, innovation in the
economy, and wider soci-
ety, the impact of univer-
sity research is not
discernable.

Some might point to
the nascent local startup
scene as evidence of re-
search impact. For the most
part, those startups are not
the result of any great re-
search that happened at
universities but have been
enabled by the easier avail-
ability of young university
graduates in greater num-
bers than before. In other
words, more than any re-
search done in universities,
it is boring old teaching —
for which there are no de-

mands on quality, no reper-
cussions for doing it badly,
and no appreciation for do-
ing it well — that has made
an impact. Valid and world-
class research continues to
remain the forte of a select
few places in a select few
universities.

Our higher education
sector is not the only one
where the majority of stu-
dents — undergraduates —
suffer from mediocre to
badly delivered teaching
while the incentive struc-
ture in place puts all em-
phasis on research at the
expense of the learning ex-
perience. Higher education
in the US is in a similar bind.
According to a US News
report, in 2021-22, median
tuition per annum at private
universities stood at
$38,185 and for out-of-
state/international students
at public universities at
$22,698. If you choose a
university with a good repu-
tation, that same bill can
easily cross the $60,000 per
annum mark. For context,
according to the US Cen-
sus Bureau, the national
median household income
in 2022 was $74,580.

For such an exorbitant
price tag, students are justi-
fied in expecting a great learn-
ing experience. Unfortu-
nately, that is often not the

case, especially in the first
two years. Teaching is of-
ten off-loaded onto adjunct
faculty members who are
hired on short-term con-
tracts, paid by the hour, and
do not spend more time on
campus than they must be-
cause they have cobbled to-
gether three or four teaching
assignments (often at differ-
ent institutions) to make
ends meet and are, therefore,
not available to students. To
make matters worse, tenure-
track faculty members who
have secured sufficient re-
search grants have the op-
tion to ‘buy out’ their teach-
ing time — pay the univer-
sity to not teach and hire an
adjunct professor in their
stead, so they can dedicate
themselves wholeheartedly
to their research. When the
research so produced is
world-leading, this arrange-
ment all makes sense from
the universities’ perspec-
tive. However, for under-
graduates, who make up the
majority of the student
population, their tuition
payments support this re-
search ecosystem while
they get the short end of the
stick. Arecent report by The
Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion (‘Americans value good
teaching. Do Colleges? - The
evidence doesn’t look
good’, September 20, 2023)

-priorities

suggests that the rising cost
of higher education is com-
pelling more incoming un-
dergraduate students and
their parents (who often
foot the bill) to pay atten-
tion to the quality of teach-
ing universities offer.
Universities in the UK
take a very different ap-
proach to ensuring the qual-
ity of teaching they deliver.
During their first few years
of service, young faculty
members are required to
earn a Post-graduate Certifi-
cate in Higher Education
(PGCHE) — usually around
18 months in duration,
costing around GBP 10,000
(often at the employer’s
expense) and rated equiva-
lent to half an MEd degree.
It provides formal training
on education theory and
practice in higher education.
Since universities lack
the resources to raise sala-
ries, some have decided to
look the other way and let
their faculty members
moonlight by teaching at
other institutions in the
evening. The practice ofhir-
ing adjunct professors on
the cheap as a means to
save money has been a wide-
spread practice for years; a
PhD-qualified adjunct pro-
fessor can be had to deliver
a course for as little as
Rs120,000 for a whole se-

mester (four to five
months). If the university
can get away with it, an MS/
MA-qualified person can
be hired full-time for
Rs45,000-50,000 and
loaded up to teach as much
as the day allows.

Budget allocations are
reflections of a
government’s actual priori-
ties — everything else is lip
service. When teaching — the
core function of a univer-
sity — has been relegated to
the lowest rung, what hope
can we hold out for the fu-
ture? On the trajectory we
are on, universities will go
the way of schools: over-
worked and underpaid staff
and able to attract only
those who could not find
work elsewhere, an occupa-
tion of last resort.

In conclusion, I want
to leave readers with a chal-
lenge: How many countries
do you know that went
from developing- to devel-
oped-country status with-
out having good schools
and universities? Exactly! If
you are waiting for this
country to make a serious,
long-term commitment to
sustainable change and de-
velopment, look towards
education, both schools and
universities. Everything
else is kabuki. -- Courtesy
TheNews

Refugee question

Huma Yusuf

It has been a bad week for
refugees. A debate is brew-
ing on whether the UN’s
refugee convention is still
fit for purpose. A recent
Financial Times poll found
that 56 per cent of Ameri-
cans and 60pc of Britons
say immigration is too high.
Closer to home, our interim
government authorised the
deportation of undocu-
mented Afghan refugees.
Our policymakers should
closely follow the evolving
global rhetoric on refugees
for it will inevitably affect
Pakistan’s global standing.

It is not surprising
that refugees are back in the
headlines. According to the
UNHCR, the UN refugee
agency, as of May this year,
more than 110 million indi-
viduals were forcibly dis-
placed due to conflict, per-
secution or human rights
violations, of which more
than 35m were categorised
asrefugees.

Pakistan is in a double
bind. On the one hand, as
the preferred destination
for over 2m Afghan refu-
gees, it faces international
pressure to sign up to the
UN refugee convention (Pa-
kistan is not a signatory and
thus does not have national
legislation guiding refugee
and asylum protocols or
non-refoulement, which is
why it can deport vulner-
able Afghans without
breaching local or interna-
tional law). On the other,
as a (growing) exporter of
refugees, it will face mount-
ing pressure to stem the tide
as well as aggressive con-
tainment approaches. Our
economic, security and for-
eign policies are not ad-
equately equipped to man-
age the challenge.

The interim set-up
has already faced criticism
for its decision to deport
undocumented Afghan refu-
gees (Pakistan hosts 1.4m
documented Afghan refu-
gees; an equal number of
undocumented Afghans are
also believed to reside in the
country). The refugees
complain of harassment and
police mishandling, claim-
ing that Pakistani authori-
ties have been slow to ap-
prove registrations and visa
extension applications.
The international commu-
nity is raising its eyebrow
at a country ready to send
Afghans, including girls and
women, back to a country
where human rights viola-
tions are extreme.

Pakistan uses depor-
tations as a way to demon-
strate it is cracking down
on cross-border militancy,
while also hoping it serves
as a pressure tactic to elicit
more support from Kabul
to limit this security threat.
This is largely ineffective
given that most Afghan refu-
gees are legitimately fleeing
hunger, conflict and
women’s rights violations.

Pakistan should, in-
stead, consider the benefits
of welcoming Afghan refu-
gees, as it has historically
done. This would be hu-
mane and demonstrate that
Pakistan does not condone
the extremism and horrific
misogyny of the Taliban. It
would also position Paki-
stan well for future inter-
national negotiations in
which it would want to ad-
vocate for Pakistani refu-
gees in other countries to
be treated humanely and in
accordance with interna-
tional laws.

As a first step, Paki-
stan should sign the UN
refugee convention, but on
the condition that its
Western allies provide it
with support to comply
with non-refoulement re-
quirements (the prohibi-
tion on states to return in-
dividuals to places where
they would be at risk).
Indeed, refugee manage-
ment could become a core
aspect of our foreign

policy.

Pakistan since 2021
has been resisting setting
up a Resettlement Support
Centre to enable the US to
process resettlement ap-
plications of Afghan refu-
gees and relocate them on-
wards to the US. It argues
that an RSC would trigger
a flood of Afghan refugees.
The US, meanwhile, re-
fuses to handle resettle-
ment cases without an
RSC. This is an area for
productive engagement be-
tween Pakistan and the
US: Islamabad can enable
Washington to meet its
commitments in the wake
of its messy Afghanistan
exit, while receiving sup-
port to manage the influx
of refugees in exchange.

Turkey is currently
the world’s largest refu-
gee-hosting country, and
knowledge sharing of best
practices for refugee/ asy-
lum frameworks could be
a key element of the grow-
ing partnership between
the two states. Pakistan
could also serve as a valu-
able interlocutor with al-
lies such as China and the
GCC to encourage them
to take a greater share of
the global refugee popula-
tion in line with their eco-
nomic status, an argument
that can only be made
from the moral high
ground, but that would
help sustain the relevance
of Pakistan’s voice glo-
bally, and help secure fair
treatment for Pakistani
refugees later.

The world is on a dif-
ficult trajectory and the
number of refugees and
asylum seekers will only
soar. Our own worsening
security and economic en-
vironment and sickening
levels of religious intoler-
ance mean that Pakistani
refugees will be among
that count. If we want to
safeguard our compatri-
ots, we must change our
perspective on the refugee
challenge. Let’s not forget
the age-old wisdom of do-
ing unto others as you
would have them do unto
you. -- Courtesy Dawn

Southern conundrum
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Mohammad Ali
Babakhel

The south of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) has
historically been a turbulent
region. It has been a haven
for freedom-loving anti-im-
perialists as well as those
with an intense devotion to
religion. It has seen long-
drawn tribal feuds and ma-
jor demographic transi-
tions. All of these factors
have kept the region alive
in the news and in history
books.

Of KP’s total area of
101,741 square kilometres,
south KP occupies 36,655
sq km, or 36 per cent. The
region is administratively
divided into three divisions
and 12 districts (including
the recently bifurcated
South Waziristan). North
Waziristan’s border with
Afghanistan stretches over
183km, and it neighbours
the Afghan provinces of
Khost, Paktia and Paktika,
where militants are report-
edly concentrated. South
Wazir-istan’s border with
Afghanistan stretches over
107km and, further north,
Kurram shares a 192km
boundary with Afghani-
stan, adjoining Nangarhar,
Khost, and Paktia.

After a spike in mili-
tancy and counterterrorism
operations, certain parts of
south KP experienced sig-
nificant demographic
changes. People from South
Waziristan, North
Waziristan, Kurram and
Orakzai migrated to Tank,
Dera Ismail Khan, Bannu,
and Kohat, respectively.
D.I. Khan’s population
grew from 852,995 in the
1998 census to 1,625,088
persons in the 2017 census.
Likewise, in 1998, Tank

counted 238,216 people,
rising to 390,626 in 2017.
In 1998, Bannu had
675,667 people, which rose
to 1,167,071 in 2017. Dis-
placement and migration
simultaneously de-
tribalised the local culture
while burdening the urban
areas of Kohat, Bannu. and
D.I. Khan.

Militancy in south
KP is a consequence of his-
torical, political and socio-
economic factors. The re-
gion lacks linguistic or eth-
nic homogeneity. Its effec-
tive governance req-ui-res a
thorough understanding of
its history, diversity, and
the nature of its tribal dy-
namics. The Wazir,
Bhittani, Mehsud, Kundi,
Bangash, Paracha, Afridi,
Khattak, Banuchi, Marwat,
Gandapur, Miankhel, Turi,
Orakzai, and Banuri are its
major tribes. Pashto,
Seraiki, Hindko, Brahui,
and Urdu are the spoken
languages. The region also
has substantial sectarian
diversity, including a signifi-
cant Shia presence in D.I.
Khan, Kurram, Kohat, and
Hangu.

South KP is home to
conservative tribal commu-
nities that feel marginalised,
and which shuttle between
nationalism and religiosity.
Poverty, unemployment
and a lack of access to edu-
cation and basic services
have contributed to their
sense of general hopeless-
ness, leaving the poverty-
stricken youth susceptible
to radicalisation and mili-
tant recruitment. External
actors have exploited the
local population’s feelings
of marginalisation to their
advantage.

Furthermore, poor in-
frastructure has hampered
trade and economic devel-
opment. A long spell of
militancy and other factors
have disrupted rail and air
connectivity: the railway
stations in Tank, Bannu,
Hangu, Usterzai, and Thal
stand abandoned, while the
airports in  Bannu,
Parachinar, and D.I. Khan
are no longer operational.
Newly constructed roads in

the former tribal areas have,
however, bridged some dis-
tances and improved gov-
ernance, trade, and the mo-
bility of security forces.

South KP gets very
little time and space in Pa-
kistani media. Keeping in
view the communication
barriers, radio broadcasts
may prove an effective me-
dium of communication in
the region and may help
counter prevailing extrem-
ist narratives. Radio Paki-
stan has a radio station in
D.I. Khan, and FM radio
stations are on air in Bannu,
Hangu, Kohat, and North
Waziristan. In the absence
of effective communication,
people rely on alternative
media, external broadcasts,
and social media content to
get information, but these
me--diums often carry pro-
vocative conte--nt that may
be detrimental to
Pak---istan’s interests.

Bannu, D.I. Khan,
Kohat and Kurram were no-
tified districts during the
British era, so all, except
Kurram, have cantonments.
These districts were estab-
lished primarily on the ba-
sis of their strategic impor-
tance; the colonial rulers
wanted to improve their
control over the tribal areas
and improve revenue collec-
tion. Because the remaining
districts in south KP were
established after indepen-
dence, the infrastructure
they inherited was weak,
which impacted public ser-
vice. The mere creation of
any more districts will not
serve the interests of the
state or the public; therefore,
infrastructural develop-
ment, impro-ved public ser-
vice delivery, and revenue
collection should be the key
focus areas. The dividends
from the 25" Amendment for
the newly merged districts
have come in the form of a
growing realisation and ac-
ceptance of different insti-
tutions and fundamental hu-
man rights. However, re-
sources are limited and ex-
pectations high: how to de-
liver in this context remains
the real challenge. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn
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Govt to eliminate street
criminals, dacoits: Bagar

KARACHI (APP):
Caretaker Sindh Chief
Minister Justice (retd)
Magbool Bagar has said
that the government is
persistently fighting to
curb street crime in Karachi
and dacoits in the Riverine
area and simultaneously
working hard to bring in
investment in the province

by facilitating the
investors.
He stated while

addressing the participants
of National Security & War
Course-24, who called on
him here at CM House.
Major Gen Amir
Najam, the  Chief
Instructor, led the
delegation. Provincial
caretaker ministers, Brig
(retd) Haris Nawaz, Mubin
Jumani, Junaid Shah, Omar
Soomro, Chairman P&D
Shakeel Mangnejo, Home
Secretary Igbal Memon,
1G Police Riffat Mukhtar,
provincial secretaries
attended the program.
—
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali

The meeting was
briefed by Chairman P&D
Shakeel Mangnejo, and IG
Police Riffat Mukhtar on
the development and crime
situation respectively.

1G Police said that so
far 63,527 street crime
cases, including 20,830
mobile snatchings, and
36,369 two-wheeler thefts
have been registered during
Sept 2023.

To a question, the CM
told the participants that
police and Rangers have
sped up targeted
operations against street
criminals and drug mafia,
who were also involved in
street crime.

The CM said that he
has given a task to his
police Rangers to eliminate
street criminals through a
crackdown.

“The police have also
started developing data of
the street criminals, and
prosecution of the street
crime has been

strengthened.

The IG Police said
221 cases of kidnapping
for ransom have been
registered this year
compared to 81 in 2022.
The Larkana Range has 128
cases while Sukkur Range
has 46. At this, the CM
said that a comprehensive
operation against the
dacoits was being planned
in Sindh and in the Punjab
simultaneously.

The CM said that the
operation was being
supported by the Pak
Army/Rangers and drones
most probably drones
would be used to hit their
hideout in the thick forest
located in the center of the
Riverbed.

The operation has
been started against the
dacoits but it will be
intensified shortly.

He added that dacoits
have started surrendering.
Seven dacoits had
surrendered last week.
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inaugurates project completed under Peshawar Uplift program at
Jinnah Women College Peshawar.

Drive against
adulteration in food,
milk planned: Maani

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Food Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has planned
a comprehensive drive
against adulteration in

edible commodities,
especially milk.
Zariful Maani,

Secretary Food said that a
comprehensive drive was
planned utilizing geo-
tagging to ensure the
quality of milk and other
food items.

After a series of
consultative meetings
involving stakeholders and
officials, the Secretary of
Food has issued directives
to prioritize food,
especially milk.

The Secretary, along
with the Director General
and all officers, will
actively engage in the field
to ensure transparent
quality checks.

Altaf Hussain,

Director of Operations,
along with mobile lab
testing experts, provided a
briefing to the Secretary

and conducted real-time
tests on milk and water,
covering fresh milk
(chemical and composition
checks) and processed milk
(composition check), as
well as water tests. An
overall briefing on the
mobile test laboratory was
also conducted.

The Secretary of
Food gave on-the-spot
instructions to the mobile
test laboratory, including
displaying a standard chart
showcasing the
composition of milk,
water, and other food items
for public awareness,
conducting daily visits to
markets, and making
efforts to halt adulteration
while taking strict actions
against violators.

The Secretary
emphasized the importance
of not discriminating and
maintaining a polite and
professional demeanour
during field activities to
avoid discouraging
businesses.
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HYDERABAD: Pakistan Federal Union of
Journalists (PFUJ) President, GM Jamali
addresses during Health Insurance Card
distribution ceremony held at Hyderabad press club.
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Social media
campaign against
Governor KP baseless

PESHAWAR (APP): The
personal assistant (PA) to
the governor, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Maaz Fida,
said on Monday that the
campaign of corruption
made against the governor,
Haji Ghulam Ali, and the
mayor of Peshawar, Haji
Zubair Ali, on social media
is unfounded. She added
that the opponents, despite
using all of their resources,
would be unable to prove
any evidence of corruption
against either of the two
individuals.

The Governor’s PA
responded to several
allegations made on social
media by stating that the
Governor and Mayor of
Peshawar had provided
unparalleled services to
their citizens and that any
rumors spread on social
media were completely
untrue.

He asserted that the
governor and the mayor of
Peshawar deserved praise

for their devoted work and
approachable demeanor.
The opponents tried to
discredit the mayor’s and
governor’s positions, but
they countered the
misinformation with their
steadfastHe reported that
numerous uplift projects,
including the installation of
street lights, the donation
of sewing machines to
needy women, the
replacement of faulty
electricity transformers,
the encouragement of
youth through cash prizes
and sport equipment, and
the promotion of sporting
events, were ongoing in the
province. The governor has
committed to doing
everything in his power to
improve the province and
its residents.

He said that both of
them should be commended
for spending the majority
of their time addressing the
concerns of the populace,
the PA continued.

LHC orders
police to
produce Sheikh

within a week

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Lahore High Court (LHC)
Rawalpindi bench has
ordered police to present
Sheikh Rashid within a
week.

The petition against
arrest of former interior
minister Sheikh Rashid
came up for hearing before
single bench of LHC led by
Justice Sadaqat Ali Khan
here Monday.

RPO Rawalpindi
Syed Khurram appeared in
the court.

The court questioned
from RPO Rawalpindi
Sheikh Rashid and two
other persons with him are
where. Will you give it in
writing to court or produce
Sheikh Rashid.

On being inquired
from court, the RPO sought
15 days time more from the
court.

The court remarked
15 days are too much. This
is not ordinary matter. Two
days time will be too much.

Justice Sadaqat Ali
remarked I give 7 days time
due to request of Sardar
Abdul Razzaq counsel for
the petitioner. If Sheikh
Rashid is not produced
within a week, the court
will order for registration
of FIR.

The court adjourned
the hearing of the case for
one week.

CS pays
surprise visit
to Sialkot,
reviews various

projects

SIALKOT (APP): Chief
Secretary (CS) Punjab
Zahid Akhtar Zaman paid
a surprise visit to Sialkot
on Monday and reviewed
the projects of Punjab
Intermediate Cities
Improvement Investment
Program (PICIIP),
construction work of
Allama Iqgbal Teaching
Hospital, Allama Iqbal
Library and Government
Khawaja Safdar Girls High
School under the Model
Schools Project.

The Chief Secretary
expressed dissatisfaction
over the pace of work on
the PICIIP projects and
said that he had come to
inspect the project himself
on complaints from the
citizens of Sialkot.

He directed the
Commissioner Gujranwala
to conduct third party
evaluation of all projects
and ensure completion of
uplift schemes as per the
timeline.The chief
secretary was briefed on
the renovation of the
hospital on the occasion of
his visit to Allama Igbal
Teaching Hospital. He said
that the healthcare facilities
should not be affected
during this project.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman addressing
‘Right to Information Day’ function as a special guest at Governor House.

Nagqvilaunches special education
drive, project of assistive devices
distribution to special children

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab, Mohsin
Nagqvi officially launched
the special education
admission campaign and
initiated the distribution of
assistive devices for
special children at a local
hotel. In his address, Chief
Minister Naqvi expressed
gratitude towards all those
involved in serving special
children, emphasizing that
it is both a religious and
worldly obligation to care
for them. He pledged
unwavering commitment to
the Department of Special
Education, assuring
prompt approval of all
special education projects.

Highlighting the

expansion of special
centers in areas like Johar
Town, Chief Minister
Naqvi reaffirmed that
endeavors for special
children will be undertaken
as acts of duty and
devotion. Reflecting on his
visit to the Government
Pilot School on Wahdat
Road, he expressed
personal dismay at the
situation. The school,
housing 1650 students, had
only 60 appointed teachers,
with 35 on Election
Commission duty and the
rest on leave. A mere 10 to
15 teachers were left to
educate the vast student
population, leading to a
concerning decline in
quality. Chief Minister

Naqvi asserted that the
responsibility for
rectifying these conditions
lies with the
administration, not the
children.

He called attention to
the collective
responsibility of the
education department, its
secretary, and minister in
ensuring quality education
and improving school
conditions. Notable figures
like Akhtar Rasool, Qari
Sadaqat Ali, General
Zaheer, General Bilal, and
General Naveed Anjum had
all attended the Pilot
School on Wahdat Road,
which, Chief Minister
Nagqvi lamented, had been
grievously neglected.

KP Universities bars from
granting new affiliation to
new institutions, colleges

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Higher Education
Department (HED)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
barred the public sector
universities of the province
from granting fresh or new
affiliation to any new
institution, college or
programme till finalization
of fresh policy by Higher
Education Commission
(HEC).

According to a letter
issued to the public sector
universities, the HED
explained that the main
reason behind was violation
of HEC policy for

affiliation by  the
universities and granting
affiliation to colleges
without having proper
qualified teaching faculty,

meeting necessary
academic and physical
requirements.

It said that some
universities of KP were
violating jurisdiction
policy whereas some
colleges were running BS
programmes which were
affiliated with such
universities where the
BS programme was not
offered at the main
campu

Governor
visits shrine of
Hazrat Abu
Ayub Ansari

in Istanbul
KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori
visited the shrine of Hazrat
Abu Ayub Ansari in
Istanbul.

According to a
Governor House
communique here on
Monday, on the occasion,
the Sindh Governor
prayed for Pakistan’s
security, stability, and
economic growth.

Tessori said that it
was his intention to visit
the shrine in the blessed
month of Rabi’ul Awwal.

ULTAN: Chief Justice Lahore High Court, Justice Muhammad Ameer

Bhatti presides over the meeting of District Bars of Multan and Dera Ghazi
Khan Divisions, held at District Court premises in Multan.

Minister directs authorities
to speed up improving
irrigation system

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister for Irrigation and
Communications &
Works, Engineer Ahmed
Jan Khan has directed the
concerned authorities to
speed up their efforts to
improve the irrigation
system in the province.

He issued these
directives while presiding
over a meeting of senior
officers of all wings of the
Irrigation Department here
on Monday.Similarly, they
provided details regarding
the progress of major
irrigation projects across
the province.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Irrigation Muhammad
Tahir Orkazai and other
senior officers of all
attached entities and
development projects.

The caretaker
minister was briefed about
the departmental services
of the offices of Chief
Engineer North, Chief
Engineer South, Chief
Engineer Newly Merged
Districts and Director
Small Dams.

The provincial
minister said that the
irrigation department has a
key role in the
development and stability
of the province, therefore
all the officials of the
department should realize
their duties and they
should play an active role
in the development of this
province by using their
technical skills.

In the meeting, the
caretaker minister was
informed about the ongoing
major projects related to
irrigation in the province,
while he was briefed about
the efforts of the
department to protect the
system of canals and other
sources of irrigation and
precautionary measures
regarding flood protection.

Similarly, they
provided details regarding
the progress of major
irrigation projects across
the province.

On this occasion, the
caretaker minister said that
he would make every
possible effort to further
improve the irrigation
system in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
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holds protest against the unjust hike of electricity
and inflation at Azadi Chowk to show their
solidarity with arrested members of Awami Rabta
Committee in the Capital of AJK.

Rescue 1122

handles 572

emergencies

in Sep

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Rescue 1122 on
Monday issued a monthly
performance  report,
featuring a total of 572
emergencies tackled with
response time ranging
within seven minutes by
the district’s emergency
service during the last
month.

Sharing the report, the
spokesman of the Rescue
1122 said, the service
provided first medical aid
to about 592 patients and
subsequently shifted them
to hospitals while tackling
different emergencies in
September under the
leadership of District
Emergency Officer Awais
Babar. He said the rescue
teams promptly tackled all
those emergencies and the
emergency response time
was recorded at seven
minutes.

DC oversees
polio eradication
campaign
PESHAWAR  (APP):
Deputy Commissioner of
Peshawar, Afzal Wazir on
Monday supervised the
polio eradication teams in
various areas while
convincing reluctant
parents to administer polio

drops to their children.
Under the

supervision of the
provincial government, a
seven-day polio

eradication campaign is
underway in the district.
The Deputy
Commissioner visited
Naseer Bagh Road, Regi,
Hayatabad, Peshatkhara
and other areas to oversee
the polio eradication
campaign. After meeting
with hesitant parents and
persuading them.

Governor for access to RTI
thru departmental websites

Independent Report
LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman has asked
the Punjab government to
speed up access to basic
information under the right
to information (RTI) law
through websites of all
provincial departments.

Addressing a
ceremony in connection
with the ‘Right to
Information Day’ at the
Governor’s House here on
Monday, he said it is a
good omen that Pakistan is
among the 125 countries in
the world where RTI has
been implemented as a law.

The event was
organised by Punjab
Information Commission
in collaboration with the
Centre for Peace and
Development Initiatives
(CPDI). Chief Information
Commissioner Mehboob
Qadir Shah, senior judges,
lawyers, vice chancellors
and principals of various

colleges were present on
the occasion. Speaking on
the occasion, Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rehman said the
main purpose of this event

is to highlight the
importance of Right to
Information in the
development of the

country, adding that in the
countries where the RTI
law is  effectively
implemented, level of
corruption is low.

He said RTT has a key
role in eradicating
corruption in government
institutions, making the
work of public officials
effective and in good
governance, adding the RTI
Act ensures transparency
in the financial and
administrative affairs of
government institutions. The
Governor Punjab further said
that the Punjab Information
Commission has shown
remarkable performance
during the last five years.

GILGIT: Minister Health and Law Gilgit-Baltistan
Syed Sohail Abbas and others health officer’s

administering polio drops to child during the Polio

Campaign.

7-day anti polio campaign
starts in KP; 7.478min
children to be immunized

PESHAWAR (APP): The
seven-day anti-polio
campaign started across
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Monday wherein as many
as 7.478 million children
under the age of five would
be vaccinated against the
crippling polio disease.
According to the
Emergency Operation
Center (EOC), in the first
phase of the polio
campaign, all children
under the age of five in
Peshawar, Kohat, Mardan,
Malakand and Hazara
divisions would be given
polio drops while in the
second phase of the
campaign, which would
continue from October 9 to
13, all children up to five
years of age in Bannu and

DI Khan divisions would
be vaccinated.

During this campaign,
vitamin A would also be
given to children to increase
their immunity, said the
EOC, adding that in the
first phase of the
campaign, in all the
districts of Peshawar,
Kohat, Mardan, Malakand
and Hazara divisions,
6,362,895 children would
be vaccinated against polio.

In the second phase of
the campaign, 1,116,081
children would be given
anti-polio drops in Bannu
and DI Khan divisions.
Similarly, all children up to
the age of five living in all
Afghan refugee camps in
the province would also be
immunized against polio.

National polio drive
begins in Mirpur-AJK

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP): A
total of 73082 children
under the age of 5 years
would be administered in
anti-polio drive and
vitamin ‘A’ drops during
the 5-day nationwide anti-
polio campaign which
commenced in Mirpur.

The district has been
divided into six zones with
the induction of one
supervisor in each zone to
implement the drive.

One Ward In charge
will supervise the campaign
in the determined area
falling in each Union
Council in the district, the
District Health Officer Dr.
Fida Hussain disclosed
while talking to APP in his

office here on Monday
unveiling the plan of the
national drive against polio
in the district to be
continued till October 6
without any break.

Mirpur Deputy
Commissioner Ch. Amjad
Igbal inaugurated the
campaign hosted at the
DHO office here and
administered the polio
vaccine besides the vitamin
‘A’ drops to children under
05 years of age. The DHO
continued that Medical
officers will supervise the
campaign in all 28 Union
Councils besides the Ward
Incharges deputed to
supervise the drive in 88
other union councils

_‘K

RAWALPINDI: A teacher examine the eye of pupils

at school to prevent the spread of eye infection to
other students and in City.

KU VC urges for separate
university ranking system
for Muslim world

KARACHI (APP): Vice
Chancellor (VC) of the
University of Karachi
(KU) Professor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi urged that
the Muslim world should
come up with a mechanism
according to which they
could have their own
university ranking system.

He was addressing the
panel discussion of the
ninth  Science and
Technology Exchange
Program (STEP) under the
themes of energy,
environment, health, Al,
and STI Ecosystem, in
Isfahan, Iran, said a
statement issued by a
spokeperson of KU here on

Monday.

He said that a
separate university ranking
system should consider the
ground realities of the
Muslim countries.

He mentioned that the
socio-economic conditions
of the Muslim world
cannot be improved
without making heavy
investments in education
and research sectors.

He believed that we
have to make education and
research sectors one of the
top priorities to compete
with other parts of the
world.More than 100
eminent scientists,
technologists, innovators.
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President directs National
Savings to reimburse Rs 1.2m
to woman fraud victim

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday directed the
Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
to reimburse an amount of
Rs 1.2 million with profit
to a woman victim of fraud.

The money was
fraudulently withdrawn
from the woman’s account
through the issuance of a
fictitious cheque book and
affixing her fake signatures
on the withdrawal slip.
President Alvi asked
CDNS to refer the matter
to FIA for proper

investigation so that the

delinquent officials of
CDNS involved in the scam
may be brought to the book
and punished.

The president issued
these directions while
deciding on a
representation filed by
CDNS (the Agency) against
the decision of the Wafaqi
Mohtasib directing CDNS
to refer the matter to FIA
for thorough investigation.
As per details, the
complainant Abida Riffat
had alleged that she was
maintaining a Pensioners
Benefit Account with
CDNS in Rawalpindi. She
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SIALKOT: Former President Lahore Bar Association Jameel Akhtar Baig

found out in 2021 that an
amount of Rs 1.2 million
had been fraudulently
withdrawn from her
account in 2019 through
another cheque book which
was never issued to her.
She lodged a
complaint with CDNS for
investigation and recovery
of her defrauded amount,
but the matter was
investigated in a
superfluous manner and
she was informed that she
could not produce any
evidence in support of her
claim. Feeling aggrieved,
she approached the Wafaqi

Mohtasib which asked
CDNS to investigate the
matter through FIA. CDNS
then filed a representation
with the President against
the Mohtasib’s decision.

President Alvi in his
decision observed that
CDNS in its letter dated
28.12.2021 had admitted
that Rs 1.2 million were
withdrawn from her
account through the fake
transaction on 23.05.2019
by affixing a fake signature
on the withdrawal slip. He
noted that during an
internal inquiry conducted
by CDNS.

ISLAMABAD: A dleation of Asian Dev
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Planning Commission, Muhammad Jehanzeb Khan at his office.

elopment Bank (ADB) led by Senior Director, Human &
Social Development Sector Office, Sectors Group (SG-HSD), Ayako Inagaki, met with Deputy Chairman

Advocate Expert Economics addressing to a seminar on Tax System and
Economic Challenges in Pakistan at SCCI organized by Government
Graduate College of Commerce.

Revolutionize Agriculture Sector

Unity Plantations,
Green Corporate
initiative join hands

Independent Report
KARACHI: Unity
Plantations (Private)

Limited [a wholly owned
subsidiary of Sunridge
Foods (Private) Limited,
which in turn is a wholly
owned subsidiary of Unity
Foods Limited, hereinafter
collectively referred to as
Unity Group] and Green
Corporate  Initiative
(Private) Limited are proud
to announce a
groundbreaking Master
Collaboration Agreement
that is set to reshape
Pakistan’s agriculture and
livestock sector, bolstering

food security and
promoting sustainable
development.

This strategic
partnership is dedicated to
addressing critical
challenges within

Pakistan’s agricultural
landscape, with a sharp
focus on enhancing food
security, reducing reliance
on imports, elevating seed

productivity, preserving
the nation’s rich
biodiversity by
establishing a complete eco
system and developing
integrated supply chain
within and outside
Pakistan.

Unity Group, will be
leveraging modern
technologies, international
networks, technical
prowess, its existing state
of the art processing
facilities, and substantial
financial resources, for
spearheading efforts to
cultivate corporate farms
and livestock.

This ambitious
endeavor will encompass a
minimum of 75,000 acres
of designated land, and
utilization of the produce
by establishing and further
enhancing the operations of
its processing facilities and
related infrastructure to
enrich the value of
agricultural and livestock
products.

Iftikhar Sheikh elected
as new KCCI president

KARACHI (APP): The
Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), in its 62™ Annual
General Meeting on
Monday elected Iftikhar
Ahmed Sheikh as new
President of the Chamber
while Altaf Ghaffar and
Tanveer Barry were elected
as Senior Vice President
and Vice President,
respectively.

Around 3000 voters
cast their votes in the
election in which electronic
voting system was
introduced and 88% voters
cast their voter
electronically, said a
statement issued here by
KCCI.

Chairman
Businessmen Group
Zubair Motiwala, Vice
Chairmen BMG Tahir
Khaliq, Haroon Farooki,
Anjum Nisar, Jawed
Bilwani, General Secretary
BMG AQ Khalil, retiring
President Mohammed

Tariq Yousuf, retiring SVP
Touseef Ahmed, retiring
VP Haris Agar, Managing
Committee
former

Members,
Presidents and a

large number of General
Body Members were
present at the AGM.
Speaking on the occasion,
Chairman BMG Zubair
Motiwala urged to exhibit
absolute discipline which
was the first step on the
road to success.

He said that Karachi
Chamber has emerged as
the leading and the
strongest Chamber of
Commerce of the country
whose recommendations
are taken seriously and
given special attention at
the federal and provincial
levels.

He appreciated
efforts made by retiring
office bearers and hoped
that the newly elected body
would also follow the
footprints of outgoing
office bearers to achieve
new milestones and
positive results in dealing
with numerous issues being
faced by the business
community. Tahir Khaliq,
Haroon Farooki, Anjum
Nisar, Jawed Bilwani, AQ
Khalil, and others
felicitated newly elected
office bearers.
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Rupee gains
97 paisa against
US Dollar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Monday witnessed the
19™ consecutive recovery
session as it gained 97
paisa against the US dollar
in the interbank trading and
closed at Rs286.76 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs287.73.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs283.7 and
Rs286.5 respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased 46 paisa to close
at Rs302.90 against the
last day’s closing of
Rs302.44, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
came down by 01 paisa to
close at Rs1.91, whereas a
decrease of 36 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs349.50
as compared to the last
closing 0f Rs349.86.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirtham and
the Saudi Riyal declined by
26 paisa each to close at
Rs78.07 and Rs76.45
respectively.

FCCI becomes
“First E-
Chamber”

of the country

FAISALABAD (APP):
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) has attained a
unique status of “First E-
Chamber” of the country
and it is a first baby step
toward the complete
transformation of FCCI
into a dynamic and vibrant
corporate entity, said Dr.
Khurram Tariq President
FCCIL

Addressing the
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) on the completion
ofhis first year, he said that
FCCI was the only chamber
which strictly followed the
election schedule. He said
that because of protracted
political wrangling, it was
cleared just 15 days ago
that elections for the year
2023-24 would not be held
and the current office
bearers would continue for
the next year also.

Commenting about

his performance.

QUETTA: A vendor demonstrates igniting of locally made heater. This newly
launched heater is low in cost and could be used with the used oil.

CPI inflation recorded
at 31.4% in September

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Consumer Price Index
(CPI) based inflation
increased to 31.4 percent
during the month of
September 2023 as
compared to the same
month of last year,
Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported
on Monday.

The inflation had
increased to 27.4 percent
during last month (August)
whereas it was recorded at
23.2 percent during
September, 2022,
according to the PBS data.

On month-on-month
basis, the inflation
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PESHAWAR: Workers busy in repr

increased to 2.0 percent in
September 2023 as
compared to an increase of
1.7 percent in the previous
month and a decrease of
1.2 percent in September
2022.

The wurban CPI
inflation increased to
29.7% on year-on-year
(YoY) basis in September
2023 as compared to an
increase of 25.0% in the
previous month and 21.2%
in September 2022. On
month-on-month (MoM)
basis, it increased to 1.7%
in September 2023 as
compared to an increase of
1.6% in the previous month

and a decrease of 2.1% in
September 2022.

On the other hand, the
rural CPI increased to
33.9% on year-on-year
basis in September 2023 as
compared to an increase of
30.9% in the previous
month and 26.1% in
September 2022. On
month-on-month basis, it
increased to 2.5% in
September 2023 as
compared to an increase of
1.9% in the previous month
and an increase of 0.2% in
September 2022.The
Sensitive Price Indicator
(SPI) based inflation on
YoY increased to 32.0% .

ocessing the

clothes for preparing quilts at their workplace.

Trade deficit narrows

by 42% in

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The trade deficit
contracted by 42.25 per
cent during the first quarter
of the current fiscal year
compared to the
corresponding period of
last year, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported Monday.

The Trade deficit
from July-September
(2023-24) was recorded at
$5.289 billion as against the
deficit of $9.159 billion in
July—September (2022-
23), showing negative
growth of 42.25 per cent.

During the period
under review, the exports
decreased by 3.78 per cent
to $6.899 billion compared
to the exports of $7.170
billion during the
corresponding period of
last year, according to the
latest PBS data.

On the other hand, the
imports narrowed by

1* quarter

25.36 per cent and were
recorded at $12.188 billion
compared to $16.329
billion last year.

Meanwhile, on a year-
on-year basis, the exports
from the country increased
by 1.15 per cent in
September compared to
the exports of the same
month of last year. The
exports during the month
were recorded at $2.465
billion as against the
exports of $2.437 billion in
September 2022.

On the other hand, the
imports during September
2023 were recorded at
$3.954 billion compared to
the imports of $5.293
billion in September 2022,
showing a decrease of
25.30 per cent, according
to the data.

On a month-on-
month basis, the exports
from the country increased
by 4.18 per cent.

SECP publishes
latest statistics
of insurance
industry
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) has
published the latest
statistics, providing a
comprehensive assessment
of'the insurance industry’s

financial performance.
These much-needed
statistics, offering insights
into 2022 data, are critical
for the diverse
stakeholders to make
informed decisions and
enable analysis. This is
also significant in the long
run for establishing
industry-wide standard
performance norms and
functioning as a tool for
effective performance
measurement.The report
shows that the life
insurance sector accounts
for 68% of gross premiums
written in the industry,
while the non-life sector
accounts for 32%.In 2022,
the industry’s total assets
increased by 14.5%,
reaching PKR 2,421 billion
from PKR 2,114 billion.
The gross premium
increased by 28% from
PKR 432 billion in 2021 to
PKR 553 billion. Claims
paid increased by 26%,
with PKR 276 billion paid
by life insurance companies
and PKR 69 billion by non-
life insurance companies,
compared to PKR 218
billion in 2021.

PESHAWAR: Members of Pakistan Railway All Union and Alliance block
railway track as they are holding protest demonstration for acceptance of

their demands, held at Cantt Railway Station in Peshawar.

CDNS attains Rs 400b
targets in fresh bond

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS)
has accomplished a target
of Rs 400 billion in fresh
bonds in the current fiscal
year, from July 1 to 30"
September.

The CDNS surpassed
the annual target and
achieved the target of Rs
1.6 trillion in fresh bonds
in the current fiscal year,
the senior official of CDNS
told APP here on Monday.

He said this was Rs
200 billion additional
annual target than the
target of Rs 1300 billion for
the previous financial year
2021-22.

“The CDNS has set a
reviewed saving target of
Rs 1.4 trillion for the
current financial year
(2021-22) which will
promote savings culture in
the country,” he said.

In view of the current
market trend in the
country, the ambitious
target had been set to
further improve the savings
culture, he said.He said that
work was being done on
institutional reforms in
CDNS and new reforms
and innovations were being
introduced.“At this time
Automated Teller Machine
(ATM) has also been
introduced in CDNS.

Shipping
activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP):
Shipping activity was
reported at the port where
fourships namely,
Mumbasa Express, MSC
Shahar, Dignity and Doha
carrying Containers, Palm
oil and LNG, berthed at
Container Terminal, Liquid
Terminal and Elengy Engro
Terminal respectively on
Sunday.

Meanwhile two more
ships,Amali and Kana
scheduled to load/offload
Cement and LPG also
arrived at outer anchorage
of the port on same day. A
total of ten ships were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours.

ADB delegation
appreciates Pak efforts
for economic revival

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of the Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) in a meeting with
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Muhammad
Jehanzeb on Monday
appreciated Pakistan’s
efforts for the economic
revival.

The delegation led by
the Senior Director of
Human and Social
Development  Sector
Office, Sectors Group (SG-
HSD), Ayako Inagaki
assured Pakistan of their
continuous support in the
future for Social Sector
Development Programs
which include Healthcare,
Education and others, said
a press release.

Dr Jehanzeb
highlighted various steps
being taken by the interim
government  towards
economic revival in the
country. He also

appreciated the role of the
ADB as one of the major
development partners of
Pakistan, stating that the
ADB for its decades-long
assistance, has been
playing a vital role in the
socio-economic uplift of
Pakistan.

The delegation
comprised Sofia Shakil,
Director, Central West &
East Asia Team SG-HSG,
Najbullag Habib, Senior
Specialist, Central & East
Asia, Ayesha De Lorenzo,
Health Specialist, Central
East & West Team, Omer
Bin Zia, Senior Project
Officer (Social Sector),
Pakistan Resident Mission,
Fayaz Ali Khan, Project
Officer Education &
Tahseen Sayed, Consultant
ADB. Chief Foreign AID
at Planning Commission,
Zahoor Khan, Chief
Sustainable Development
Goals SDGs.

PSX marks WIW 2023
with gong ceremony

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) along  with
numerous other exchanges
and organisations across
the world marked World
Investor Week (WIW)
2023 through a gong
ceremony held at PSX. The
World Federation of
Exchanges (WFE), of
which PSX is an Affiliate
Exchange, spearheads the
WIW, the WIW is being
held from October 2— 8,
2023.

PSX is holding this
event and organising the
WIW for the third

consecutive year, said a
press release issued here

Monday. Present at the
gong ceremony were
representatives from the
SECP, leading academic
institutions, professional
bodies, and securities
brokers, amongst others.

The week-long
activities in World Investor
Week are planned to
promote the importance of
financial literacy and to
raise awareness about
investor education and
protection. The objective
is to encourage financial
inclusion and foster
learning opportunities for
investors.

The gong was struck
by the Chief Guests.
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his stall at Karachi Company area to attract
customers in Federal Capital.

SCCI chief reaffirms
commitment toward
resolution of issues

PESHAWAR  (APP):
President Sarhad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry,
Fuad Ishaq reaffirmed his
commitment toward
resolution of business
community issues.

Formally taking
charge of his office on
Monday, Fuad Ishaq said
selfless service to traders’
community is his prime
goal and mission. No stone
will remain unturned to
work for betterment and
resolution of problems that
were being faced by the
business community, he
vowed.

Portraying a bleak
picture of the state of the
national economy, Fuad
Ishaq said a war-battered
economy can revive only
by boosting economic and
trade activities.

He promised the
SCCI will frame policies by
establishing a close
coordination with trade
bodies and associations.
The SCCI chief firmly
showed his full
commitment to resolve
community issues by
taking them up with
relevant government
authorities in an
appropriate manner.

Meanwhile electing
Fuad Ishaq as president of

SCCI was widely hailed by
the business community as
a large number of business
leaders thronged to the
chamber house today and
felicitated the newly
elected president Fuad
Ishaq after taking charge of
office.

The business
community expressed full
support and best wishes to
Fuad Ishaq and hoped the
newly elected president
will serve the community
in an efficient way. Fuad
Ishaq said SCCI believes in
selfless service to the
traders, businessmen and
industrialists.

He added being the
third prime chamber of the
country, the forum has
always played an
important  role in
resolution of business
community issues. I am
fully aware about the
problems that were being
faced by the business
community under the
prevailing circumstances,
Fuad Ishaq said.

He continued to say
that the door of the
chamber will always
remain open for the
business community. Fuad
Ishaq said a synergy
between the business
community.
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Biden says there’s ‘not much time’ to
keep aid flowing to Ukraine and
Congress must ‘stop the games’

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden said that
American aid to Ukraine
will keep flowing for now
as he sought to reassure al-
lies of continued U.S. finan-
cial support for the war ef-
fort. But time is running
out, the president said in a
warning to Congress.

“We cannot under any
circumstances allow
America’s support for
Ukraine to be interrupted,”
Biden said in remarks from
the Roosevelt Room after
Congress averted a govern-
ment shutdown by passing a
short-term funding package
late Saturday that dropped as-
sistance for Ukraine in the
battle against Russia.

“We have time, not

much time, and there’s an
overwhelming sense of ur-
gency,” he said, noting that
the funding bill lasts only
until mid-November. Biden
urged Congress to negoti-
ate an aid package as soon
as possible.

“The vast majority of
both parties — Democrats
and Republicans, Senate
and House — support
helping Ukraine and the
brutal aggression that is be-
ing thrust upon them by
Russia,” Biden said. “Stop
playing games, get this
done.”

But many lawmakers
acknowledge that winning
approval for Ukraine assis-
tance in Congress is grow-
ing more difficult as the war
grinds on. Republican resis-

tance to the aid has been
gaining momentum and the
next steps are ahead, given
the resistance from the
hard-right flank.

While Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer,
D-N.Y., has begun a pro-
cess to potentially consider
legislation providing addi-
tional Ukraine aid, House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif., faces a more dif-
ficult task in keeping the
commitment he made over
the objections of nearly
half of his GOP majority.
He told CBS’ “Face on the
Nation” that he supported
“being able to make sure
Ukraine has the weapons
that they need,” but that
his priority was security
at the U.S.-Mexico border.

Turkish Energy Minister Alparslan Bayraktar, right, and United Arab Emir-
ates Energy Minister Suhail al-Mazrouei attend the ADIPEC, Oil and Energy
exhibition and conference in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

COP28 president says
oil companies support
2050 net-zero goal

Monitoring Desk
ABU DHABI: COP28
president Sultan al-Jaber
said on Monday that more
than 20 oil and gas compa-
nies were rallying around
his calls to curb carbon
emissions ahead of a United
Nations summit on climate
change Jaber, who is also
head of United Arab Emir-
ates oil giant ADNOC, has
this year urged the energy
industry to join the fight
against climate change. He
was a controversial pick to
lead COP28, which begins
next month, because his
country is an OPEC mem-
ber and a major oil exporter.

“We need a system-
wide holistic transforma-
tion of entire economies -
economies that currently
run on the equivalent 0f250
million barrels of oil, gas,
and coal every single day,”
Jaber said at an oil and gas
conference in Abu Dhabi.

“For too long, this in-
dustry has been viewed as
part of the problem, that it’s
not doing enough and in
some cases even blocking

progress. This is your op-
portunity to show the
world that, in fact, you are
central to the solution,” he
said, addressing major en-
ergy companies.

Jaber said that more
than 20 oil and gas compa-
nies had positively answered
calls to align around net zero
by 2050, and to zero out
methane emissions and elimi-
nate routine flaring by 2030.
He did not elaborate. The
COP28 summit is scheduled
to take place in Dubai be-
tween Nov. 30 and Dec. 12.
Ahead of COP28, countries
remain divided between
those demanding a deal to
phase out planet-warming
fossil fuels, and nations that
insist on preserving arole for
coal, oil and natural gas.

The summit is seen as
a crucial opportunity for
governments to accelerate
action to limit global warm-
ing with reports so far
showing countries are off
track to meet promises to
limit the rise in global tem-
peratures to 1.5 degrees
Celsius.

Mexico church
collapse that killed 10
caught on camera

Monitoring Desk
MEXICO CITY: At least
ten people, including three
children, were killed and 60
more were hurt when a
church’s roof collapsed
during a baptism on Sun-
day, authorities in north-
eastern Mexico said. The
disaster struck the coastal
town of Ciudad Madero, in
Tamaulipas state, with a
Red Cross rescuer telling
local media that 80 people
had been in attendance at
the Santa Cruz parish when
the roof caved in.

“Unfortunately, ten
people are confirmed dead.
Of these, five are women,
two men and three chil-
dren,” Americo Villarreal,
governor of Tamaulipas,
told reporters at the scene
of the disaster. Rescue
workers were attempting to
recover the body of a
woman from the rubble, but
the death toll was not ex-
pected to rise as all of the
missing had been accounted
for, he added.

At least 60 people
were treated for injuries, the
governor said, with 23 still
hospitalised. “Two have
serious injuries, their lives
may be in danger,” he said.
Church officials said a bap-
tism was being celebrated
when the ceiling collapsed.

“We are experiencing
a very difficult moment...
the roof of a church has col-
lapsed during the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist,” the
bishop of the local diocese
Jose Armando Alvarez said
in a video posted to social
media. Earlier, ambulances,
patrol cars and police and
military personnel had
rushed to the site, in addi-
tion to numerous people in
search of family members
who were in the church.

Local media showed
footage of dozens of people
trying to hold up part of
the collapsed structure
with poles while others
made their way through the
wreckage in search of sur-
vivors.

Zelenskiy says
cooperation with
EU vital for
victory, Kyiv needs
defence support

Monitoring Desk
KYTIV: A Ukrainian victory
in its war with Russia de-
pends on cooperation with
the European Union, Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy
told EU foreign ministers
gathered in Kyiv on Mon-
day.

Zelenskiy also under-
lined the importance of
“defence support” for
Ukraine after the U.S. Con-
gress left Ukraine war aid
out of a spending bill and
an election in Slovakia was
won by a party whose
leader said he would end
military supplies from
army storage to Ukraine.

Ukraine hopes to
meet a series of EU criteria
for joining the bloc and has
relied heavily on Western
military assistance since
Russia’s full-scale invasion
in February 2022.

“l am sure that
Ukraine and the entire free
world are capable of win-
ning this confrontation. But
our victory depends di-
rectly on our cooperation
with you.”

Malaysia cabinet
reshuffle a
possibility, says
deputy PM
Monitoring Desk
KUALA LUMPUR:
Malaysia’s cabinet may
undergo a reshuffle, state
news agency Bernama re-
ported, citing Deputy
Prime Minister Ahmad

Zahid Hamidi.

The cabinet reshuffle
“will be soon”, Bernama
reported Zahid as saying.

He said one of the rea-
sons for the cabinet re-
shuffle was to fill the do-
mestic trade and cost of liv-
ing post following the death
of previous minister
Salahuddin Ayub in July.

Speculation has been
rife of a possible reshuffle
involving several ministries.

Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim said last week he
would “think about” a re-
shuffle.

Anwar leads a govern-
ment consisting of his pro-
gressive coalition, one-time
rival the United Malay Na-
tional Organisation party,
East Malaysian parties, and
anumber of smaller parties.
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F irﬁghters try to extinguish a fire at a police headquarters in Ismalia.
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French Minister for Europe and Foreign Affai

irs Catherine Colonna and German

Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock speak to the media before EU-Ukraine
foreign ministers meeting, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine.

After Ankara bombing, Turkiye
hits back in Iraq and at home

Monitoring Desk
ANKARA: Turkiye said it
unleashed air strikes on mili-
tant targets in northern Iraq
and detained suspects in
Istanbul overnight, hours
after Kurdish militants said
they orchestrated the first
bomb attack in the capital
Ankara in years.

On Sunday morning,
two attackers detonated a
bomb near government
buildings in Ankara, leaving
them both dead and wound-
ing two police officers. The
outlawed Kurdistan Work-
ers Party (PKK) militant
group claimed responsibil-

ity. The defence ministry
said many militants were
“neutralised”, a term
mostly used to mean killed,
in air strikes that destroyed
20 targets — caves, shel-
ters and depots used by the
PKK in Iraq’s Metina,
Hakurk, Qandil and Gara
regions.

Turkiye has stepped
up military action against the
PKK in northern Iraq over
the last few years in opera-
tions it says are conducted
under self-defence rights aris-
ing from Article 51 of the
United Nations charter.

The PKK is desig-

nated a terrorist
organisation by Turkiye,
the United States and the
European Union. It
launched an insurgency in
southeast Turkiye in 1984
and more than 40,000
people have been killed in
the conflict.

On Sunday, CCTV
footage obtained by
Reuters showed a vehicle
pulling up outside the in-
terior ministry’s main gate
in Ankara and one of its
occupants quickly walk-
ing toward the building
before being engulfed in an
explosion.

Atleast 38 injured in
police station fire in
Egypt’s Ismailia

Monitoring Desk
ISMAILIA: A huge fire
broke out at a police head-
quarters in the Egyptian
city of Ismailia on Monday,
injuring at least 38 people,
according to local media.

No fatalities were im-
mediately reported but the
building is staffed by sol-
diers at all hours and hos-
pitals were placed on alert.

Footage on local me-
dia showed smoke rising
from the entirely blackened
multi-storey building.

The cause of the
blaze, which broke out at
the headquarters of the
Ismailia Security Director-
ate before dawn, is not yet
known.

Of 26 wounded who
were transferred to a local
hospital, 24 had suffered
from “asphyxiation” and
two from burns, local me-
dia reported citing the
health ministry.

Twelve more were
treated at the scene.

The health ministry
deployed 50 ambulances to
the scene, which were
joined by military emer-
gency services including
two planes, according to
state media.

Deadly fires are a
common hazard in Egypt,
where fire codes are rarely
enforced and emergency
services are often slow to
arrive.

Algeria says
Niger accepts
its mediation
in resolving

political crisis
Monitoring Desk

ALGIERS: Niger has ac-
cepted Algeria’s offer of me-
diation to help resolve its
political crisis, Algerian state
TV reported on Monday.

Algeria, which shares
aborder with Niger, has pro-
posed an initiative involv-
ing a six-month transition
period in Niger led by a ci-
vilian. Members of Niger’s
presidential guard seized
power there in July and es-
tablished a junta. Algeria re-
ceived Niger’s official noti-
fication of its acceptance of
President Abdelmadjid
Tebboune’s mediation initia-
tive, the foreign ministry
said in a statement read out
on state television.
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North Korea slams
UN nuclear agency as
US mouthpiece

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea on
Monday denounced the
U.N. atomic watchdog for
joining a U.S.-led pressure
campaign and “cooking up”
aresolution over its nuclear
programmes, calling the
agency a “paid trumpeter”
for Washington.

An unnamed spokes-
man of Pyongyang’s Min-
istry of Nuclear Power In-
dustry released a statement
criticising a resolution
adopted on Friday at the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) gen-
eral conference that calls for
the North to curb its

nuclear programmes.

The spokesman de-
scribed the resolution as a
“result of conspiracy” by
the United States and its
allies, saying North Korea’s
status as a nuclear weap-
ons state has already be-
come “irreversible.”

“Such farce of the hos-
tile forces is a revelation of
their sinister intention to
cover up their criminal acts
of seriously threatening the
international nuclear non-
proliferation system and
justify their hostile policy
toward the DPRK,” he said,
according to state media
KCNA.

Anti-govt rally draws
‘1 million’ peoplein Poland

Monitoring Desk
WARSAW: Around a mil-
lion people gathered on
Sunday at a rally in War-
saw to protest against
Poland’s conservative
government two weeks
ahead of a key general elec-
tion.

Called by opposition
leader and former premier
Donald Tusk, the “Million
Hearts March” sought to
mobilise the electorate
ahead of the vote.

“This is absolutely
the biggest demonstration
in Warsaw’s history,”
War-saw city spokes-
woman Monika Beuth said,
adding that “around a mil-
lion” people attended.

Protesters gathered at

the heart of Warsaw, many
carrying Polish and Euro-
pean Union flags, and
marched through the city,
with the rally culminating
with a speech by Tusk, the
head of the centrist Civic
Coalition bloc.

“We, here, are Poland,”
Tusk told the rally, “and we
are here to win”. “Poland
deserves better.. Poland de-
serves the best”, he said,
adding that “more than a
million” people were tak-
ing part.

Participants from
across Poland began gath-
ering in Warsaw in the
early hours to rally against
the government, run by
the nationalist Law and
Justice party.

Senegal intercepts
boats carrying

262 migrants

Monitoring Desk
SAINT LOUIS: The
Senegalese Navy said on
Sunday it had stopped two
more boats carrying 262
would-be migrants late the
previous night, taking the
total to five boats inter-
cepted and over 600 people
rescued by a navy patrol
boat since Thursday. Those
rescued included 26 women
and 13 minors, the navy
said in a post on social me-
dia platform X, sharing
photos of dozens of people
on a patrol boat and others
seated in rows on a quay.
The successive rescues
comes during the busy sum-
mer season.

Tens of thousands
demand climate
action in Swiss
capital
Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: More than
60,000 protesters gathered
in the Swiss capital Bern on
Saturday = demanding
tougher policies to combat
climate change, organisers
said, less than a month
ahead of'a national election.
Such large protests
are rare in Switzerland
and show growing pub-
lic frustration with the
pace of policy-making to
combat global warming
despite ample evidence
of its impact.
Switzerland’s glaciers
have shrunk by 10% in two
years, while September was
the hottest on record in a
country warming at more
than twice the global rate.

UAE holds major oil and gas
conference just ahead of hosting
UN climate talks in Dubai

Monitoring Desk
ABU DHABI: The Emirati
president-designate of the
upcoming United Nations
COP28 climate talks urged
oil and gas companies
Monday to be “central to
the solution” for climate
change, a message delivered
even as the industry boosts
its production to enjoy ris-
ing global energy prices.

The appeal by Sultan
al-Jaber highlights the gap
between climate activists
suspicious of his industry
ties and his calls to drasti-
cally slash the world’s emis-
sions by nearly half in
seven years to limit global
warming to 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius (2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit) compared with pre-
industrial times.

‘While addressing a ma-
jor international concern, his
remarks came at a marquee

oil industry event highlight-
ing the state oil company he
oversees — feeding the con-
cerns of those already criti-
cal ofhis appointment while
also drawing applause from
the same energy firms he
wants to court at the upcom-
ing COP28 talks starting in
November. “That is our
North Star. It is, in fact, our
only destination,” al-Jaber
said. “It is simply acknowl-
edging and respecting the sci-
ence.” However, he added:
“We must do this while also
ensuring human prosperity
by meeting the energy needs
of the planet’s growing popu-
lation.”

Al-Jaber serves as the
CEO of the state-run Abu
Dhabi Oil Co., which has
the capacity to pump 4
million barrels of crude oil
a day and hopes to reach 5
million barrels a day.

Early voting begins in New
Zealand’s general election and in
Australia for Indigenous ‘Voice’

Monitoring Desk
WELLINGTON: Early
voting began on Monday in
New Zealand for the
nation’s Oct. 14 general
election, with conservative
contender Christopher
Luxon casting his ballot.

Early voting also be-
gan in some parts of Aus-
tralia in a referendum that
would enshrine in
Australia’s constitution a
mechanism for Indigenous
people to advise Parliament
on policies that affect their
lives.

In New Zealand, the
campaign of Prime Minis-
ter Chris Hipkins faced a
setback on Sunday when he
tested positive for COVID-
19. He said he would iso-
late for five days or until he
returned a negative test, but
planned to continue with

some engagements over
Zoom.

Hipkins and his liberal
Labour Party have been lag-
ging behind the opposition
National Party, led by
Christopher Luxon, in opin-
ion polls..

Luxon on Sunday re-
leased a 100-day action
plan he said would deliver
tax relief, rebuild the
economy and restore law
and order. “New Zealanders
have waited six long years
for a government that fo-
cuses on what matters to
them, and gets things
done,” Luxon said.

In Australia, where
voting is compulsory,
some 98% of eligible Aus-
tralians have signed up to
vote in the referendum on
the Indigenous Voice to
Parliament.

Malaysians urged not to panic-buy
local rice after import prices for
the staple rise substantially

Monitoring Desk
KUALA LUMPUR:
Malaysia’s government on
Monday reassured the
country there is sufficient
rice in the market and urged
people not to hoard locally
produced rice after recent
panic-buying led to empty
shelves in supermarkets
and grocery stores nation-
wide.

Agriculture and Food
Security Minister
Mohamad Sabu said the
government will increase
distribution to rural areas to
address a supply issue
sparked by a hike in the
price of imported rice. Ma-
laysia and many countries
are grappling with rising
rice prices and low supplies
after India’s curb on rice
sales cut global supplies by
a fifth.

Mohamad said
Malaysia’s locally pro-
ducedrice is capped at 2.60
ringgit ($0.55) per kilogram
(2.2 pounds), the cheapest
in the region. So when sole
importer Padiberas
Nasional Berhad raised the
price of imported white rice
by 36% on Sept. 1, it
prompted many Malay-
sians to switch from im-
ported rice to cheaper local
rice.

He said the higher
price of imported rice can-
not be helped after after 19

countries, including India,
restricted rice exports to
cater for domestic needs.
Malaysia imports about a
third of its rice supply.

“Actually, we don’t
have a shortage of rice in
the country. It’s just that
the price of imported rice
has risen sharply. ... Many
people have shifted to buy-
ing cheaper local rice,” he
said, adding that the gov-
ernment is taking steps to
address this issue.“T want
to remind the people again
to keep calm and just buy
what you need. Don’t
panic-buy.”

Mohamad said the
government will increase
distribution of local rice to
rural areas. He said the gov-
ernment will also subsidize
the price of imported rice
to two poorer states on
Borneo island to ensure ad-
equate supply.

From Tuesday, he
said, authorities will step up
surveillance of rice whole-
salers and shops to ensure
there is no hoarding of local
rice.

He said samples will
also be taken to ensure that
sellers are not repackaging
local rice as imported rice
or mixing the grains for
higher profits, warning that
stern action will be taken
against anyone found to be
doing so.

Bangladesh dengue
deaths top 1,000 in worst
outbreak on record

Monitoring Desk
DHAKA: More than 1,000
people in Bangladesh have
died of dengue fever since
the start of the year, offi-
cial figures showed, in the
country’s worst recorded
outbreak of the mosquito-
borne disease.

Dengue is a disease
endemic to tropical areas
that causes high fevers,
headaches, nausea, vomit-
ing, muscle pain and, in the
most serious cases, bleed-
ing that can lead to death.

The World Health Or-
ganization has warned that
dengue — and other dis-
eases caused by mosquito-
borne viruses such as
chikungunya, yellow fever
and Zika — are spreading
faster and further due to cli-
mate change.

Figures from the
country’s Directorate Gen-
eral of Health Services pub-
lished on Sunday night said
1,006 people had died,
among more than 200,000
confirmed cases.

The agency’s former
director Be-Nazir Ahmed
told AFP Monday that the
number of deaths so far

this year was higher than
every previous year com-
bined since 2000.

“It’s a massive health
event, both in Bangladesh
and in the world,” he added.

Among the dead are
112 children aged 15 and
under, including infants,
according to the official
data.

This year’s figures
dwarf the previous highest
total from 2022 when 281
deaths were recorded.

Scientists have attrib-
uted this year’s outbreak to
irregular rainfall and hotter
temperatures during the
annual monsoon season
that have created ideal
breeding conditions for
mosquitoes.

Bangladesh has re-
corded cases of dengue from
the 1960s but documented
its first outbreak of dengue
haemorrhagic fever, a severe
and sometimes fatal symp-
tom of the disease, in 2000.

The virus that causes
the disease is now endemic
to Bangladesh, which has
seen a trend of worsening
outbreaks since the turn of
the century.
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PM urges every section
of society to play role in
complete eradication of polio

Launches anti-polio vaccine drive targeting 44 min children

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday called upon every
section of the society to
play role in complete eradi-
cation of polio virus from
the country. He said every-
one would have to partici-
pate in this sacred task to
ensure safe and healthy fu-
ture of children of the coun-
try. Chairing a meeting of
the National Task Force for
eradication of polio here,
the prime minister directed
the concerned authorities
to engage religious scholars,
teachers, parents and all
stakeholders to become
part of the polio awareness
campaign in the country. He
also directed to ensure se-
curity of the polio workers
during the anti-polio cam-
paign. Expressing satisfac-
tion over the significant
drop of polio cases in the
country, the prime minis-
ter vowed to continue ef-

forts till complete uproot-
ing of this crippling disease
from the country.

The nation would cel-
ebrate the day when every
child of the country would
be completely safe from
this disease, the prime min-
ister said adding that it was
a fact that all the religious
scholars, including Imam-e-
Kaaba, had declared the
polio vaccine absolutely
safe and very necessary for
the future of children with-
out disabilities. PM Kakar
expressing concern over re-
ports of polio virus in the
three districts of the coun-
try, directed to run a spe-
cial anti-polio campaign in
areas where the polio virus
had been reported.

“We are grateful to the
international partners for
their active participation
and key support in
Pakistan’s National Polio
Program,” he added. The
meeting was informed that

compared to the 20 cases
reported in the country in
2022, only two cases had
been reported this year,
which was mainly due to
the continuation of anti-
polio campaigns at the na-
tional level.

The prime minister
appreciated the ministry of
health, National Task
Force, provincial govern-
ments and administration,
and law enforcement agen-
cies for their tireless efforts
in eradicating polio virus
from the country.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Monday
launched the five-day anti-
polio vaccination drive tar-
geting around 44 million
children across the country.

The prime minister
initiated the campaign by
administering anti-polio
vaccine oral drops and vi-
tamin A to children, here at
the PM House.

QUETTA: Senior Advisor for Ov

bassador retired Fouzia Nasreen visiting One Window Facilitation Desk at

Quetta Airport

Caretaker Minister LG calls
for ensuring provision of
health facilities to masses

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for Lo-
cal Government, Sheikh
Mehmoodul Hasan
Mandokhail has stated that
medical is a sacred profes-
sion and as such it should
be ensured to provide nec-
essary facilities to the
masses.

He said that he would
be approaching the con-
cerned authorities on the
issue of lack of medicines
in the hospitals.

The caretaker Minis-
ter was speaking on occa-
sion of his visit to the Dis-
trict Headquarter Hospital
Zhob on Monday.

The Minister visited
different sections of the
hospital and inspected the

services being provided to

BT

the patients.

Also present on the
occasion were the former
Senator, Sheikh Saeedul
Hasan Mandokhail, District
Health Officer, Dr.
Muzaffar Shah, Medical
Superintendent, Dr. Noorul
Hagq and other concerned.

Several patients on
the occasion complained
about the lack of medicines
in the hospital.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, caretaker Minister
said that it is included in
government’s priorities to
provide healthcare facilities
to the masses.

For the purpose, huge
funds are being spent to
bring improvement in the
healthcare facilities in the
public sector hospitals, he

Chairman
CII calls on
PM Kakar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Council of Is-
lamic Ideology Qibla Ayaz
called on Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar here on Monday.
During the meeting, Qibla
Ayaz paid tribute to the
prime minister on success-
fully representing Pakistan
in the United National Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA).

The chairman of the
Council informed the prime
minister about the current
status of religious harmony
in the country.

He also invited PM
Kakar to attend the general
meeting of the Council of
Islamic Ideology.

The prime minister
said the Islamic Ideology
Council had been playing
active role in maintaining
law and order and religious

added.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding ver

a meeting regarding Price Control Mechanism

harmony in the country.

People urged to
verify their voter
registration via SMS

ISLAMABAD (APP): As-
piring voters can confirm
their registration status on
the voter lists by sending
their Computerized Na-
tional Identity Card
(CNIC) number to 8300 as
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) allows
eligible citizens to register,
transfer, or correct their
voting details until October
25th. According to an ECP
official, after sending SMS
to 8300, an automated re-
sponse will be generated,
furnishing information such
as the name of'the electoral
area, block code, and serial
number. Each registered
voter has the option to
verify their details by vis-
iting the District Election
Commissioner’s office in
their respective area, where
the complete electoral roll
is accessible.

The addresses and
contact information for the
DEC’s offices across the

four provinces can be found
on the Election
Commission’s website. He
mentioned that voters have
the option to download
Form-21 (for voter registra-
tion or transfer), Form-22
(for raising objections or
addressing omissions in
voting), and Form-23 (for
correcting personal details).

These forms can then
be submitted to the appro-
priate offices of Form Reg-
istration Officers and As-
sistant Registration Offic-
ers. He mentioned that citi-
zens can obtain information
by dialing the ECP helpline
at 051-8848888, where
they will receive responses
from a tele-computerized
system. It is important to
mention here that the ECP
had removed restrictions on
voter lists nationwide, en-
abling eligible individuals to
register, transfer or update
their voting information
until October 25th.

Mustafa
Khokhar
indicates to
announce new
party this month

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former PPP leader and
former senator Mustafa
Nawaz Khokhar has given
indication for announcing
new political party in this
month.

Talking to a private
TV channel here he said this
is a proposal that new party
be announced after election.
But to my view the an-
nouncement should be made
before election. We will an-
nounce party in October.

He said whispers are
in the air about the changes
in Senate. He held these are
whispers that change
should come in Senate be-
fore return of Nawaz Sharif
in Pakistan so that he re-
mains satisfied. May be
former finance minister
Ishaq Dar is made chairman
Senate. Terming the Nawaz
Sharif return a deal Nawaz
Sharif return is under a deal
100 percent.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar launched the
National Polio Eradication Campaign by administering polio drops to child.

Chairman HEC assures to resolve issues of universities:

Sustainable measures being taken
to remove educational and social
backwardness: Amjad Rasheed

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for Fi-
nance, Amjad Rasheed has
stated that sustainable mea-
sures are being taken to re-
solve the issues of masses
and remove the educational
and social backwardness
from the province.

Surely the people of
the province would benefit
from the fruits of measures
being taken on directives of
the caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaarul Haq Kakar
and Chief Minister, Mir
Ali Mardan Khan Domki.

Amjad Rasheed men-
tioned that he had meeting
with heads of all three in-
stitutions on directives of
the Prime Minister.

This was shared by
the Minister Finance while
speaking to the Chairman

Higher Education Commis-
sion and other personalities
during his visit to the fed-
eral capital on Monday.

Amjad Rasheed also
visited the Neftech head
office and Pakistan Baitul
Maal and Executive Direc-
tor and head of the Baitul
Maal there.

Speaking to the head
of Pakistan Baitul Maal, the
caretaker Finance Minister
urged him to expand the
circle of social programme
for the assistance of poor
people living in the remote
areas of the province.

He pointed out that
the poor people are facing
immense problems due to
poverty in the remote ar-
eas of the province.

During meeting with
the Executive Director of
Neftech, the Minister

spoke about the establish-
ment of technical institu-
tions for the skilled youth
in the province besides giv-
ing them access to the
means of livelihood avail-
able abroad.

On this, the Neftech
Director assured to expand
the training programmes all
the province.

While during the
course of meeting with
Chairman HEC, the matters
about issues being faced by
the universities were dis-
cussed. The release of
grants for the universities
was also discussed during
the meeting.

The Chairman HEC
assured that the progress
would be ensured for re-
solving the financial and
administrative matters of
the public universities.

Danish Lango meeting with Provincial Sports Min-
ister Nawabzada Jamal Khan Raisani

In all 4867 connections found

involved in power pilferage,
158 arrested so far: QESCO

Independent Report
QUETTA: In all 4,867 elec-
tricity connections have so
far been involved in the pil-
ferage and some 158 ar-
rested on the same charges
as the extensive campaign
is continued by the Quetta
Electric Supply Company
(QESCO) all over the prov-
ince. This was informed by
the spokesman of QESCO
while sharing detail of the
Company’s crackdown
against the power pilferers
and defaulters.

According to QESCO
spokesman, the crackdown
is continued without any
discrimination in all areas
against those involved in

the power pilferage and de-
faulters.

He said that 1255 ap-
plications have been sub-
mitted against the power
pilferers in the province.

Out of them, 380
FIRs have been registered
against the thieves while
158 arrested so far on the
charges of pilfering. These
FIRs have been registered
i.e., 66 in Quetta, 89 in
Loralai, 65 in Khuzdar, 93
in Sibi, 46 in Pishin and 21
in Makran.

Over Rs. 120 million
have been charged fine to
the power pilferers and
over Rs. 88 million have
been received from them.

Muhammad Ali, Zhang
discuss mutual interest issues

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Power and Petroleum,
Muhammad Ali has held a
significant meeting with the
Vice President of China Na-
tional Petroleum Corpora-
tion, Mr. Zhang, during the
sidelines of the Abu Dhabi
International Progressive
Energy Congress
(ADIPEC). The discus-
sions revolved around vari-
ous issues of mutual inter-
est between the two na-

tions, according to a news
release received here on
Monday. Both sides ex-
pressed their willingness to
enhance future cooperation
in the vital energy sector.
ADIPEC, renowned as one
of the world’s largest en-
ergy events, is currently
underway in Abu Dhabi, at-
tracting participation from
2,200 companies and fea-
turing 30 country pavilions
that showcase cutting-edge
energy strategies.

Customs seizes two tankers
filled with Iranian diesel

GWADAR (INP): Pakistan
Customs has foiled a bid to
smuggle Iranian diesel,
worth Rs40.4 million in
Gwadar, Balochistan on
Monday. Customs Intelli-
gence during an action in
Gwadar, seized two oil
tankers filled with 80,000
Iranian diesel worth Rs40.4
million.

DG Customs Faiz
Ahmed said the two tank-
ers filled with Iranian die-
sel were being smuggled to
parts of Balochistan when
the action was taken.

Receipts of a private
fuel station were also con-
fiscated from the seized oil
tankers, which proved
‘fake’ upon investigation,

he added. Earlier, Caretaker
Prime Minister (PM)
Anwaarul Haq Kakar di-
rected the customs authori-
ties and law enforcement
agencies to strictly curb the
smuggling of sugar, petro-
leum products, urea, agri-
cultural products and other
items.

The caretaker premier
issued the directives while
chairing a high-level meet-
ing regarding smuggling
control in border areas.

Caretaker Federal
Minister for Trade Gohar
Ejaz, Minister for Interior
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, Min-
ister for Petroleum
Muhammad Ali, Advisor to
the PM Ahmed Cheema,

HUB: Caretaker Provincial Minster fo
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PTI urges CJP
to ensure timely

general elections

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) on Monday appealed
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Justice Qazi Faez Isa
to step in and order that the
general elections be held in
the country within 90 days.

The declaration of the
PTI core committee meet-
ing stated that only 36 days
have left for the caretaker
government and the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) to hold general
elections.

It further stated that
holding the elections in 90
days is a mandatory and ir-
revocable order of the con-
stitution and the state
structure must maintain the
sanctity of the constitution
and implement its purpose.

The PTI core commit-
tee declaration also stated
that the Supreme Court is
responsible for maintaining
the sanctity of the Consti-
tution, adding that the
Chief Justice of Pakistan
should intervene in view of
the sensitivity of the situa-
tion.

Cipher case:
Courtsummons
Imran, Qureshi

on Oct 4

ISLAMAABD (Online):
Special court set up under
official secret act has sum-
moned PTI chairman Imran
Khan and Shah Mehmood
Qureshi on October 4 in ci-
pher case.

Judge Abul Hasnat
Zulgarnain of special court
has issued notice following
the filing of challan in court.

Judge Abul Hasnat
Zulgarnain has remarked
the statements of witnesses
are enough for issuing the
notice to accused persons.
Chairman PTI Imran Khan
and Shah Mehmood
Qureshi are imprisoned in
Adialajail.

Notice is issued to su-
perintendent Adiala jail
with reference to appear-
ance of Imran Khan and
Shah Mehmood Qureshi in
the court. Superintendent
Adiala jail should present
Imran Khan and Shah
Mehmood Qureshi in court
on October 04.

Gilani blames
PTI govt’s
poor policies
of recent wave

of terrorism

MULTAN (APP): Former
Prime Minister, Senator
Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani, on
Monday, blamed the poor
policies of the former gov-
ernment of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for
the recent string of terror-
ism in the country. Gillani
during his visit to a private
university told reporters that
level playing should be given
to all political parties except
those who were involved in
the May 9 attacks. All po-
litical forces had agreed to
frame a National Action Plan
(NAP) when they were left
with no option.

Aneeq Ahmed says:
Solution to all

contemporary issues
lies in Seerat-un-Nabi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, Aneeq Ahmed on
Monday said that the solu-
tion to all contemporary is-
sues lied in the Seerat of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him).
Addressing as chief
guest, he expressed his ap-
preciation for the first-ever
Seerat Conference orga-
nized within the Federal
Tax Ombudsman Secre-
tariat, emphasizing that Al-
lah Almighty had exalted
the mention of His beloved
Prophet, which would en-
dure until the Day of Judg-
ment. He said, “The excel-
lent moral values exempli-
fied by the Prophet (Peace
Be Upon Him) are the same
values that guide us today.”
The minister said the re-

vered Prophet’s exemplary
ethics remained the stan-
dard for humanity. He said
the Holy Quran, which is
the first book on the Seerat
of Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him), should serve as a mir-
ror for both individuals and
nations.

He said the Holy
Quran sternly warns those
who did not implement its
system on Allah
Almighty’s land. Federal
Tax Ombudsman, Dr. Asif
Mahmood Jah organized
the Seerat Conference
themed ‘Solving Contem-
porary Issues in the Light
of the Prophet’s Seerat’
within his department.

The conference
brought together tax offi-
cials and employees for a
competition of Naats and
speeches on the Seerat.

Governor stresses need to
set up Artificial Intelligence
laboratory in Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul

technical institutions, be-
sides other matters of mu-
tual interests.

Wali Khan Kakar has

stressed the need to estab-
lish an Artificial Intelligence
Laboratory in the province
as it would determine new
avenues of innovation and
modernity.

The Governor was
speaking to the caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
who called on him here at
the Governor House on
Monday.

During the course of
meeting, they discussed the
latest political situation,
role of modern technology
in sustainable development,
complete
operationalisation of the

Speaking on the occa-

sion, Governor said that ac-
tually technology is the ba-
sis of economic and social
development and this is re-
ality that the dream of
bright future can’t be
materialised without getting
acquainted about the mod-
ern technology.

The Governor said
that the bright future of
Pakistan is linked with
Balochistan.

Therefore, it is neces-
sary to divert the attention
ofnational and international
investors towards the exist-
ing opportunities of prof-
itable investment in the
province.

1st installment released to Health dept:

Health Cards to be launched
in Balochistan this month,
announces Chief Secretary

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan has announced
that the Health Cards would
be launched by end of this
month in the province.

While speaking to the
media persons on occasion
of inauguration of the anti-
polio campaign at his office
on Monday, the Chief Sec-
retary said that all the is-
sues in way of launch of the
Health Cards have been re-
solved. He also informed
that after resolving the is-

sues, the first installment of
the programme has also
been released to the Health
department, he added.

The Chief Secretary
said that he is not going to
give an exact date for the
Health Cards, however, he
is sure that the same would
be started on any date dur-
ing this month.

He mentioned that the
Health Card programme
was already launched in
different other provinces,
however, it was pending in
Balochistan.
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QUETTA: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) Provincial
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Chief, Maulana Abdul Wasay addresses to media
persons during press conference.

Mushaal Malik assures
journalists to attend
long standing issues

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Special
Assistant on Human Rights
(SAPM) Mushaal Hussain
Malik assured WIAP del-
egation to resolve their long-
standing demands including
health card, wages, convey-
ance and housing quota.
She expressed these
views during a meeting held
at  Prime  Minister
Secretariate here on Mon-
day. On the occasion, prob-
lems faced by women jour-
nalists and possible mea-
sures to resolve them were
discussed in detail.
Replying to women
journalist issues, she said
the Ministry of Human
Rights has included in its
100-day plan on a priority
basis that women journal-
ists should be given repre-
sentation in health card and
housing schemes ensuring a
33 percent quota for them.
Apart from this, the
ministry’s support was as-
sured for the fulfillment of
the long-standing demands
of WIAP for gender audit
and implementation of gen-
der policy in the media in-

dustry. Women journalists
in the delegation also dis-
cussed issues such as im-
proving workplaces, pro-
tection from online and
oftline threats, and equal-
ity in salary structure.

Special Assistant for
Human Rights Mashal
Malik assured full support
for the practical solution of
all the problems of women
associated with the profes-
sion of journalism.

Those accompanying
Fauzia Kalsoom Rana in the
delegation were Ms Rehana
Bukhari, reporter at APP,
correspondent Germany
media organization
Deutsche Welle Ismat
Jabin, reporter of 24 News
Rozeena Ali, Rukhshanda
Taj Baloch from APP
Balochi Service, reporter
Umbreen from News One,
freelance journalist Afshan
Qureshi, freelance journal-
ist Sabahat Khan associated
with DRF and DW, editor
of Credible News Pakistan
Anila Mahmood, reporter
of Abtak TV Ayesha Naz,
reporter of Talon News
Ayman Syed.
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