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KARACHI: Ameer Jamaat-i-Islami Siraj ul Haq addresses “Al Aqsa Pales-
tine March” organized by JI at Shahrah-e-Faisal.

ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Chief Minister of the Punjab Mohsin Naqvi
calls on the Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

LARKANA: Activists of Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) are holding protest demonstra-
tion against Israeli cruel and inhumane acts and express unity with the inno-
cent people of Palestine, at Jinnah Bagh in Larkana.

MARRAKECH: Dr. Shamshad Akhtar, Caretaker Federal Minister for Fi-
nance, Revenue, and Economic Affairs, participated in a high-profile meeting
of Finance Ministers with the Managing Director of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) in Marrakesh.

TJP takes out rally to
show solidarity with

oppressed Palestinians

Blind students
urge the world
to play role in

stopping genocide
of Palestinians

KARACHI (APP): Blind
students in different cos-
tumes participated in a
walk to observe ‘White
Cane Safety Day’ organized
by the Voice of Blind
(VOB) in collaboration
with Silver-Line School
here on Sunday.

The walk started from
the school, which culmi-
nated at the mausoleum of
father of the nation Quaid i
Azam Mohammed Ali
Jinnah.

The participants also
paid homage to the Father
of the Nation.

Over 34634m
tax collected in
three months:

DG Excise
KARACHI (APP): Direc-
tor General, Excise and
Taxation Sindh, Aurangzeb
Panhwar while releasing the
details of tax collection, said
that a total of Rs 34634.191
million tax was collected till
September.

He said that the tax
collection details were for
the current financial year
from July 2023 to Septem-
ber 2023.

Aurangzeb Panhwar
said that Rs. 2531.229
million tax was collected
in terms of motor vehicle,
Rs. 30126.891 million in
terms of infrastructure
cess, Rs.230.661 million
in terms of professional
tax and Rs. 19.876 mil-
lion rupees in terms of
cotton fee.

Indian plane
makes emergency

landing at
Karachi airport
KARACHI (INP): An In-
dian-bound Indian flight
made an emergency landing
at Karachi’s Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport Saturday af-
ternoon after health of an
onboard passenger deterio-
rated. The CAA spokes-
person confirmed that In-
dian airlines flight IX-192
made its landing at the
Jinnah International Air-
port at 12:19pm.

The flight was going to
Amritsar from Dubai when
the health of a passenger
worsened mid-flight.

“The pilot of a private
airline sought permission
from the Air Traffic Con-
troller (ATC) after commu-
nicating the situation. Later,
the pilot was allowed to
make an emergency landing
on humanitarian grounds,”
he added.

K-Electric proposes
tariff increase by
over Rs3 per unit

Pakistan equates Israel’s siege, bombardment
of Gaza with genocide of Palestinians

Poor Palestinians facing unabated Israel aggression; Palestinian right
to self-determination must be respected, demands Pakistan

President urges UN & OIC
to meet urgently for cessation

of brutal Israeli action

Sirajul Haq urges Muslim
rulers to act before Gaza

faces desolation

Interim CM seeks reports
from SBCA, BoR, Police

over complaints within a week

Oct 25 last date
for freezing

voter lists: ECP
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has an-
nounced the last date for
freezing the voter lists
across the country.

The ECP spokesper-
son Haroon Khan Shinwari
said in a statement that the
voter lists across the coun-
try will be frozen on Octo-
ber 25, formally stopping
the process of registration,
correctness and transfer of
voters.

He said that the data
of more than 800,000 na-
tionals was collected from
the National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) and the data en-
try process was underway.

The spokesperson
said that all of the registered
nationals could cast votes
in the upcoming general
elections. There are only 10
days left for the registration,
transfer and correctness of
the voters’ data.

Pakistan hosting Afghans
without any monetary

benefit in return: UNHCR

Iran warns Israel of
regional ‘earthquake’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani on Sun-
day said that Pakistan con-
demned the siege of Gaza
as poor Palestinians were
facing unabated Israel ag-
gression and had been with-
out water, food and power,
leading to a severe human
crisis.

He said Israel commit-
ted a genocide against the
people of Palestine and the
grave situation arising out
was the result of seven de-
cades of illegal occupation
of the Palestine territories.

Addressing a press

conference, the foreign min-
ister said Israel should re-
spect and implement the
international laws, the
United Nations Security
Council and the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) resolutions
over the Palestinians’ rights
to self-determination for an
independent state.

He said that an emer-
gency and extraordinary
meeting of the Executive
Committee of the OIC
would be held in Jeddah on
October 18 to discuss the
ongoing situation in Pales-
tine.

Israel had committed
aggression and conducted
aerial aggression over Gaza
which resulted in the deaths
of scores of women and
children, he said, adding
that any attempt to equate
Israel, an aggressor, with the
Palestinians’ struggle for
self-determination was un-
acceptable.

Foreign  Minis ter
Jilani further stressed a
separate status of Pales-
tine under the two-state
policy as accepted by
the international commu-
nity with an independent
state of Palestine having

pre-1967 borders with
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its
capital.

He also categorically
maintained that there was
no change of Pakistan’s
policy with regard to Israel,
it would continue pursuing
the same policy as adopted
in the past and would
continue in the future till
Palest inians get  r ight
their right to self-determi-
nation under the UNSC
and OIC resolutions.

To a quest ion re-
garding the humanitarian
aid to sieged Palestin-
ians, he said that they

were in touch with the in-
ternational community
and the Muslim coun-
tries, but unfortunately,
there  was a complete
siege of Gaza.

He said this aspect
would be highlighted dur-
ing the upcoming OIC ex-
ecutive committee meet-
ing in which they would
consider the coordinated
response of the OIC
member countries as to
how to bring an end to the
violence perpetrated by
Israel and how to provide
immediate humanitarian
assistance to Palestinians.

GENEVA (INP): United
Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) has said on Sun-
day that Pakistan has been
hosting Afghan refugees for
the last over 40 years with-
out receiving any funds in
return.

On the other hand, the
European Union Agency of
Asylum and the Interna-
tional Federation of Jour-
nalists (IFJ) have termed
the presence of millions of
illegal immigrants on Paki-
stani soil a threat to the
country.

The report says that
1.7 million Afghans are liv-
ing in the country illegally
without any proof and reg-

istration. “Pakistan is not
the only country which has
decided to evict illegal Af-
ghan nationals,” it says,
adding, “Iran, too, in 2021
had ordered over one mil-
lion Afghans to leave the
country.”

Afghan nationals liv-
ing in Pakistan have been
facing the ire of the authori-
ties after the apex commit-
tee a few weeks ago asked
them to leave the country
by October 31 or else face
the music.

The decision was
taken in view of their par-
ticipation in incidents of
violence of May 9 as well
as involvement in incidents
of terrorism.

KARACHI (APP): The
Caretaker Chief Minister
Sindh Justice (Retd)
Maqbool Baqar has sought
a report from the Sindh
Building Control Author-
ity (SBCA), Board of Rev-
enue (BoR) and Police over
various complaints.

He directed the SBCA
to provide a detailed report
on how many building
maps were passed every
month before August 17
and how many were
passed then, according to
a CM House spokesman.

He asked how many
illegal buildings were sealed
every month before August
17 and how many had been
sealed now. Furthermore,

he also sought a report
from the Board of Revenue
on how many registries
were done in different cat-
egories every month in the
sub-registrar offices before
August 17 and how many
were being done then.

He said that com-
plaints were being received
that sub-registrar offices had
also slowed down the work
of registries. Moreover, the
Caretaker Chief Minister
Sindh also directed measures
to prevent the illegal use of
police mobiles and official
vehicles. He said that Police
and other government agen-
cies had been directed to
maintain the log book of
their vehicles.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Sunday strongly con-
demning the brutalities
and massacre of Palestin-
ians in Gaza, urging the
United Nations (UN) and
the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC)
to meet urgently for ces-
sation of the ruthless ac-
tions.

He said the UN and
the OIC should ensure
that necessary medical aid,
food and other supplies
are urgently sent in to pre-
vent further devastation
and the human catastro-
phe in Palestine.

“Human history has
never witnessed such
cruelty and barbarism
being committed by Is-

rael at a massive level;
even water, electricity,
food supply and medi-
cine have been cut off,”
the president said in a
statement issued by the
President House.

He said Israel had
crossed all limits by kill-
ing children, women and
innocent people.

He regretted that the
international community
had failed to prevent Is-
rael from the genocide of
the Palestinian people.

“Pakistan supports
the establishment of an in-
dependent state for the
Palestinian people that is
the only solution to bring
lasting peace and stability
in the region,” the presi-
dent added.KARACHI (INP): Jamaat-

e-Islami (JI) chief Sirajul
Haq stated Sunday Israel
and the United States will
encounter a fate similar to
that of NATO and Russian
forces in Afghanistan.

The JI chief, while ad-
dressing the participants of
the Palestine March, af-
firmed that Muslim rulers
should not wait until Gaza
was reduced to rubble, urg-
ing them to take immediate
action to prevent such a dire
outcome.

Haq asserted that the
people of Pakistan had
demonstrated their unwa-
vering commitment to the
Palestine cause, stressing
that this spirit had the po-
tential to challenge Israel
and America.

The JI chief urged
Army Chief Gen Asim
Munir to consider the con-
sequences of remaining si-
lent in the face of world

events, cautioning that si-
lence might be construed as
support for America.

Haq stressed the need
for action to safeguard Al-
Aqsa Mosque, citing Saudi
Arabia’s decision to sever
ties with Israel and the bud-
ding diplomatic contacts
between Iran and Saudi
Arabia.

“Now, it’s our turn to
contribute what we can. It’s
time we protect Gaza,”
avowed the JI chief while
highlighting the urgency of
the situation. He expressed
that the death of honor was
preferable to a life of hu-
miliation.

He preached to the
participants of the march
the insignificance of
worldly life in comparison
to the hereafter, and argued
that the Palestinian
mujahideen held the right to
protect the Al-Aqsa
Mosque by all means.

TEHRAN (Online): Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian has
urged Israel to end its
airstrikes on Gaza, warning
that the conflict with Hamas
could spread across the re-
gion if Israel sends ground
forces into the enclave, and
the Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah enters the fray.

“I know about the sce-
narios that Hezbollah has
put in place,” Amir-
Abdollahian said in a brief-
ing with reporters in Beirut
on Saturday. “Any step the
resistance will take will cause
a huge earthquake for Israel.”

According to two dip-
lomatic sources cited by
Axios, Iran is trying to pre-
vent the war from spread-
ing, and seeking to help Is-
raeli civilian hostages being
held in Gaza – but if the

military operation contin-
ues and Israel goes ahead
with a ground offensive,
Iran will have to respond.

“There is still a politi-
cal opportunity to prevent
a widespread crisis in the
region,” the minister noted,
but “maybe, in the next few
hours, it will be too late.”

This week, the top Ira-
nian diplomat visited Iraq,
Syria and Lebanon, where
he met with Hezbollah
leader Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah, as well as senior
Lebanese officials, to dis-
cuss the “potential out-
come” and the “positions
that must be taken” in light
of the war. In a meeting with
Lebanese Foreign Minister,
Abdallah Bou Habib, Amir-
Abdollahian accused Israel
of “war crimes” against the
people of Gaza.

KARACHI (INP): Tehreek
Jawanan Pakistan (TJP) on
Sunday held a ‘Martyrs of
Palestine and Pakistan
Rally’ to show solidarity
with Palestinian brothers
and sisters here in the me-
tropolis.

The rally commenced
from Jinnah Terminal (air-
port), which passed
through Shahra e Faisal
Drig Station, Gulshan e
Iqbal, Luck One and Aisha
Manzil and culminated at
Karsaz.

TJP Chairman
Abdullah Gul addressing
the occasion, said that the

people of Palestine and
IIOJK stood on the right
path. He said that human
rights were being violated
by Israel in Palestine.

He said that the op-
pressed Palestinians were
being brutally martyred by
Israeli forces.

Gul said that Israel
was targeting women and
children. He said that Pal-
estine would emerge victo-
rious in spite of the brutal
attacks of Israel.

He also lambasted In-
dia and Western countries
for hatching plots against
Pakistan.

KARACHI (INP): The
consumers of Karachi Elec-
tric (K-Electric) could be in
for some bad news, as the
authorities are mulling over
increasing the electricity
tariff by over Rs3 per unit.
K-Electric has submitted an
application with the Na-
tional Electric Power Regu-
latory Authority (NEPRA)
for an increase of Rs2.35
per unit in terms of quar-
terly adjustments. Accord-
ing to the application, an-
other increase of 67 paisas
per unit should be made in
terms of arrears.

If the request is ap-
proved, the electricity con-
sumers of Karachi will bear
an additional financial bur-
den of Rs1.6 billion.

NEPRA is scheduled
to hold a hearing on K-
Electric’s application on
October 19.

Just a week ago,
NEPRA had increased the
cost of electricity by
Rs1.71 per unit under the
head of monthly fuel adjust-
ment. The adjustment in
the tariff was made for the
month of August and will
be charged in the bills for
October. A notification for
the tariff raise was also is-
sued. The increase was not
applicable to K-Electric and
lifeline customers.

The Central Power
Purchasing Author i ty
had sought an increase in
el ec t r ic i t y ta r i ff  o f
Rs1.82 per unit.

In major relief, govt slashes
petrol price by Rs. 40 per litre

The finance ministry reduces tariffs of
high-speed diesel by Rs15 per litre

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: In a re-
lief for the inflation-
hit masses, the care-
taker government on
Sunday reduced the
price of petrol by Rs40
per litre and that of
high-speed diesel
(HSD) by Rs15 for the
next fortnight.

Sharing the lat-
est rates of petroleum
products on its official
X handle, formerly
known as Twitter, the
Ministry of Finance
said that the new
price of petrol is
Rs283.38 and
Rs303.18 for HSD.

It said that the
government has re-
vised the consumer
prices of petroleum

products in the wake
of variations in inter-
national prices of the
commodity and im-
provement in the ex-
change rate.

The new prices
will come into effect
from 12am (tonight,
October 16) and re-
main in place till Oc-
tober 31.

New prices of pe-
troleum products for
the fortnight starting
from October 16 will
be as follow:

In addition to
this, the government
also cut the prices of
light diesel by
Rs19.59 per litre and
kerosene oil by
Rs22.43 for the next
fortnight. After the

massive reduction in
the prices of petro-
leum products, the
rates of kerosene oil
will drop to Rs214.85
per litre.

The interim gov-
ernment, led by Prime
Minister Anwar-ul-
Haq Kakar, is charg-
ing zero general sales
tax (GST) on all petro-
leum products while
the rate of petroleum
levy (PL) on petrol is
Rs60 per litre.

In order to gener-
ate additional rev-
enue to achieve the
tax collection target
for this fiscal year, the
authorities, however,
increased the levy on
diesel by Rs5 to Rs55
per litre.
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Dirty energy
Sindh Industry Minister Younus Dagha’s re-
cent call for the ‘aggressive’ use of coal in
the country’s energy mix — given its low
cost — is problematic on several counts.
Although affordability is an important con-
sideration for a financially strapped coun-
try like Pakistan, reliance on coal would
be worrisome given the environmental im-
plications. Coal is considered the dirtiest
of all fossil fuels. When burned, it produces
sulphuric acid and nitric acid which cause
acid rain and other forms of pollution. Coal
also produces the least energy for every
CO2 molecule it emits into the atmosphere,
thus enhancing the greenhouse effect and
leading to global warming. Even if we con-
sider Mr Dagha’s argument that after the
Ukraine war, Europe, China and the US
increased their coal dependence, compar-
ing Pakistan’s carbon footprint to larger
nations can be a misleading premise. Just
because our footprint is ‘miniscule’ in
comparison, it shouldn’t give us a free
pass to increase it further. And while it is
easy to point out that growing economies
such as India and China are heavy coal
users, it must also be considered they are
actively exploring and investing in renew-
able energy to shed their reliance on coal.
Pakistan should focus on harnessing the
vast potential of its own renewable re-
sources.

It is heartening to note that according to
the 10-year Indicative Generation Capacity
Expansion Plan, the country aims to produce
60pc of electricity through non-fossil fuels
by 2030. However, maximising the use of
coal for the remaining 40pc would nullify
these very efforts. Given our potential in
hydel, wind and solar energy — with hydel
already contributing 37.6pc to the energy mix
according to August data — these indig-
enous, renewable sources should be further
explored and optimised. While coal might
offer a temporary economic respite, the en-
vironmental repercussions are far-reaching
and long-term. Pakistan must carve out an
energy strategy that not only caters to its im-
mediate needs but also ensures a green and
sustainable future. Published in Dawn, Oc-
tober 15th, 2023.

Out of the box Revolt of the hopeless

By Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry

Of late, there has been a
rapid growth of think
tanks in Pakistan. These
organisations carry out
policy-related research
and are a platform for dia-
logue to facilitate in-
formed decision-making.
The growing community
of think tanks in Pakistan
is linked to the larger glo-
bal research community.
According to the Global
Go To Think Tank Report
2020, published by the
Think Tank and Civil So-
ciety Programme (TTCSP)
of the University of Penn-
sylvania, there are 11,175
think tanks in the world,
more than half of them in
North America and Eu-
rope. The US has 1,872,
the highest number for
any country, according to
Statista, a global data and
business intelligence plat-
form. Washington, DC,
alone houses 397.

While some US think
tanks have a longer his-
tory like the Carnegie En-
dowment for International
Peace (established in
1910) and the Brookings
Institution (1916), 58 per
cent of American think
tanks were founded in the
last 25 years, according to
TTCSP’s programme di-
rector, Prof McGann.

Asia is catching up,
as manifested by a dra-
matic rise in the number
of think tanks since the
dawn of the 21st century.
Some have become iconic
names in the research
community, such as the
China Institutes of Con-
temporary International
Relations, which is a com-
posite of 15 institutes, and
India’s Observation Re-
search Foundation.

In Pakistan, most
think tanks are sponsored

by the government while
some operate with assis-
tance from institutional or
private donors, exercising
considerable autonomy.
The new trend is for Paki-
stani universities to estab-
lish research institutes as
an integral part of their
academic programmes.
Most think tanks in Paki-
stan deal with strategic
studies, while some focus
on sectoral issues.

As elsewhere in the
world, input from think
tanks is increasingly en-
gaging the attention of
public policy practitioners
in Pakistan. The
Brookings Institution
published a book titled
The Fifth Estate: Think
Tanks, Public Policy, and
Governance in 2016, argu-
ing that think tanks con-
stitute the fifth estate, the
other four being the
clergy, nobility, labour,
and the press.

However, in Paki-
stan, academia and the
research community often
complain that their re-
search work is not being
utilised by the govern-
ment to reform public poli-
cies, while government
functionaries feel their
time is spent mostly
firefighting and handling
the information overload
rather than benefiting
from the research
community’s creative
work. They also don’t find
research products created
by academia attractive
enough because most re-
search papers are volumi-
nous and follow tedious
research methodologies.

Think tanks are,
therefore, increasingly
producing short and un-
derstandable policy
briefs to get information
“in the right form, in the
right hands, at the right
time”, thus effectively in-
fluencing public policy, a
key aim for them. In that
sense, they are a useful
bridge between the gov-
ernment and academia.

In the age of social
media, AI, and big data,
information flows can be
overwhelming. Political
leaders and other
policymakers tend to ab-

sorb only concise
pointed messaging. Pub-
lic and private donors
also provide funding only
for project-specific ideas.
However, the information
age can be transformative
if data is handled well. For
instance, ideas gener-
ated by some think tanks
influence public policy in
a revolutionary manner.
Some research articles,
such as ‘End of History’
or ‘Clash of Civilisations’
generated debate
amongst academics as
well as policy practitio-
ners in nearly every coun-
try.

More recently, the
US National Security
Strategy of December
2017, which announced
strategic competition
with China as its top pri-
ority, was preceded by a
flurry of research articles
on spheres of influence
and even a 2017 book
Destined for War by Gra-
ham Allison. Likewise,
considerable research
work on climate change
has influenced global ac-
tion on mitigating its ad-
verse impacts. Given that
Pakistan is confronted
with monumental political,
economic and social chal-
lenges, new ideas and out-
of-the-box thinking are
crucial. The National Se-
curity Policy announced
in January 2022 had em-
braced many of the ideas
discussed in various think
tank settings. It would be
important to rejuvenate
the waning enthusiasm
of many think tanks
which were ready to
build on the six-point
agenda of the NSP.

Pakistan’s think
tanks and academia need
to persevere in generat-
ing ideas that can pull
the country out of test-
ing times. Government-
sponsored think tanks
should not spend their
energies validating the
official narrative but fo-
cus on creating ideas that
can galvanise national
potential in a country
that has a rich
civilisational, religious
and archaeological heri-
tage.  -- Courtesy Dawn

By Abbas Nasir

Since 2008, UN figures
show that some 250 Israe-
lis and over 5,500 Pales-
tinians have been killed in
the Gaza Strip, which
equals a ratio of one Is-
raeli to 22 Palestinians
killed during the occupa-
tion. (It is safe to assume
that most of the deaths
occurred during military
operations.)

If this ratio does not
tell the story then the
number of wounded
would, as that figure is
staggeringly worse. You
can google the graph as
also a related graphic
which shows the progres-
sive expansion of the oc-
cupation since the Nakba
(the catastrophe — of ex-
pulsion) in 1948.

Neither fact is sur-
prising because Israel’s
Western backers, particu-
larly in the US, have armed
it with state-of-the-art
weaponry, which far ex-
ceeds the arsenals of even
the most powerful militar-
ies in the Middle East, let
alone ragtag Palestinian
militant groups.

Israel’s military supe-
riority is so overwhelming
that it may have sapped
any desire for a peace deal
based on the return of
some Palestinian land for
a separate Arab homeland
in return for security guar-
antees for the Jewish
state.

In addition, uncondi-
tional US support has
emboldened extreme right-
wing Israeli political par-
ties in power, including the
one headed by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin
Netanyahu, to rely only
on military solutions and
continue with the un-
abated expansion of Jew-
ish settlements on Pales-
tinian land.

This expansion has
seen centuries-old Pales-
tinian olive farms and ag-
ricultural fields obliterated
and concrete poured
down their natural water
sources to seal them, un-
der the eye of the heavily
armed soldiers of the Is-
raeli Defence Forces.

Palestinians have
also been forced out of
their homes during the
ongoing expansion which
has taken the Jewish
settlement population to
about 700,000. These
settlements are emerging
all over Israel whose 9.3
million people have over
21,000 square kilometres
to inhabit.

The settlers, who are
all heavily armed, treat the
Palestinians in the same
manner as occupation
forces treat the van-
quished. This is seen not
only in the case of the
settlements but of late
also in the access to Al
Aqsa Mosque. It is an un-
bearable daily humiliation.

Gaza is 365 square
kilometres — 41km long
and 12km at its widest,
shrinking to 6km for a
long stretch. It is fenced
in on three sides and faces
the Mediterranean Sea on
its west. Squeezed into
this ‘strip’ are the homes
of 2.2m Palestinians.

The Jewish state’s
sense of military superior-
ity and the impunity with
which the US and some
Western allies almost un-
conditionally back it, re-
gardless of the nature of
its transgressions, such
as the rapid expansion of
settlements in recent
years, seem to have led
to hubris.

For what else could
explain what the militant
group Hamas was able to
do last week? No, this is
by no means to endorse
the killing of unarmed ci-
vilians. Israel has long
prided itself on its excep-
tional intelligence,
proudly claiming to have
penetrated the ranks of
Hamas and the Islamic
Jihad and having a
plethora of information
about their plans, capa-
bilities etc. If the scale and

brutality of the Hamas
blitz had not shocked the
Israeli nation and forced
it to close ranks, accusa-
tions would have reached
a crescendo by now and
heads may have rolled. It
was a massive intelligence
failure.

If a survey in
Saturday’s Jerusalem
Post is an accurate repre-
sentation of the senti-
ment in Israel, once
Israel’s military retribu-
tion phase is over, during
which Palestinians —
overwhelmingly the civil-
ian population, half of
whom consist of children
— are being targeted,
Netanyahu’s and his al-
lies’ political career may
be in jeopardy as they are
being blamed squarely
for the Oct 7 events.

And if the ferocity of
the Hamas attacks, which
targeted unarmed civil-
ians, besides military es-
tablishments, were not
enough on their own, the
propaganda war that was
unleashed drowned out
any sane voice in the out-
rage over unsubstanti-
ated claims, regurgitated
by no less than US Presi-
dent Joe Biden, that ba-
bies were beheaded and
burned.

A week on, the glo-
bal outrage over the
Hamas atrocities is being
slightly tempered with a
realisation in some West-
ern capitals, most nota-
bly Washington, DC,
that their full support to
Israel in the latter’s ‘self-
defence’ actions may
destabilise the region if
Israel tries to achieve its
historical kill ratio of 1:22.
It has overwhelming nu-
merical and technologi-
cal superiority over the
Palestinians. Some right-
wing Israelis have hinted
at ‘cleansing’ Gaza of
Palestinians. I know of
several who have de-
cided to stay on in the
north, saying they have
nowhere to go and they
won’t facilitate a sec-
ond Nakba. Like you, I
watch in horror. The im-
ages are heartbreaking.
Humanity seems dead.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Marrakech: Federal Minister for Finance, Revenue, and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held
a meeting with a high-level delegation of Moodys, the global financial services company, during her
visit to Morocco for the annual meeting of WB/IMF. During the meeting, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar
reiterated the government’s commitment to transparency in order to foster investor confidence and
maintaining a positive credit rating of Pakistan in the global financial markets.

SWAT: Governor Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali addressing office
bearers of Chamber of Commerce & Industry and trader community during
his visit of Swat.

GCC states attain remarkable
7.3% GDP growth in 2022

Punjab CM, Federal Food minister
agree to stabilize cotton price

Govt offers easy loans
to SMEs to boost

economy

MARRAKESH (SPA/
APP): The Secretary-
General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council
(GCC), Jassem Mohamed
Albudaiwi, emphasized
that despite economic
disruptions, policymakers
in GCC countries have
successfully alleviated the
economic consequences of
these challenges.

The GCC nations
experienced substantial
growth in their Gross
Domestic Product (GDP),
reaching 7.3% in 2022.

Albudaiwi’s remarks
came while attending the
Arab Governors’ meeting
with the President of the
World Bank Group, Ajay
Banga. The meeting took
place on the sidelines of the

annual meetings of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World
Bank on Saturday in
Marrakech, Kingdom of
Morocco. During his
speech, the GCC
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
emphasized that economic
challenges present a risk to
the mutual objective of a
poverty-free world
characterized by
sustainable development
and widespread
prosperity.He pointed out
that the global economy is
currently traversing a
precarious course, with the
World Bank forecasting a
substantial deceleration in
global economic growth in
the years ahead.

Albudaiwi also

underscored that tackling
global challenges demands
a dedication to shared
values and objectives,
recognizing that the
interdependence of nations
necessitates collaborative
efforts and synergy.

Furthermore, he
emphasized that global
economic challenges call for
sustainable solutions to
alleviate their impact.

This, he said, can be
achieved through collective
actions and measures taken
by the international
community, in cooperation
with global financial
institutions, as well as
through bilateral and
multilateral agreements
between countries and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l

organizations.
These efforts are

essential to secure a more
prosperous, equitable, and
sustainable global future,
he noted.Concluding his
remarks, Albudaiwi praised
the advancements resulting
from the structural reforms
implemented by GCC
countries in response to
economic challenges.These
reforms have yielded
favourable outcomes,
including economic
growth, an improved
business environment,
increased competitiveness,
and a substantial rise in
women’s workforce
participation.Furthermore,
the non-oil sector
experienced a notable
increase of 4.8% in 2022.

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for National Food Security
and Research Dr Abdullah
Kausar Malik on Sunday
met caretaker Punjab Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
and exchanged views on
steps aimed at increasing
yield of Rabi and Kharif
crops.

According to official
sources, Dr Abdullah
Kausar Malik
congratulated the Punjab
CM on record production
of cotton in Punjab.

The prices of wheat
and other commodities
were discussed while
proposal to keep wheat
price same was reviewed.

Special steps for
keeping cotton price stable
was also discussed. There
was a consensus to keep
price of cotton stable
through support of Trading
Corporation of Pakistan
(TCP).

The CM said that
stability in cotton prices
was essential for providing
reasonable return to cotton

growers. He said the
federal government should
play its role in stabilizing
cotton price by purchasing
cotton through TCP.

Good yield of cotton
was welcoming and value-
added products would help
in fetching good amount of
forex, he added. Federal
minister Dr Kausar
Abdullah Malik said that
releasing of sewerage water
in River Ravi, canals and
other rivers was harmful
for water inhabitants and
environment.

MULTAN (APP): About
5.2 million Small and
Medium Enterprises
(SMEs) play an important
role in strengthening the
country’s economy by
contributing 40 percent of
exports and job
opportunities to 78%
industrial workers.

This was stated by
Assistant Director State
Bank of Pakistan Kiran
Amjid while addressing an
awareness seminar,
arranged by All Pakistan
Bed Sheets and Upholstery

Association in
collaboration with a leading
private Bank.

Ms. Amjid
passionately pointed out
that out of the colossal 5.2
million SMEs operating in
the country, merely six to
seven percent are currently
benefiting from loans
provided by financial
institutions. She
emphatically emphasized
that this number could soar
to new heights, allowing
these SMEs to further
amplify their businesses. Gems & Jewelry Show

set to attract potential
investors: experts

LAHORE (APP): Experts
believe that the Gems and
Jewelry Show 2024 would
be a lead to the showcase of
precious stones and gems in
the international market.

Talking to APP here
on Sunday, they said the
aim of the event is to
promote mineral and
mining part of Pakistan,
which is enriched with 80
per cent of Pakistan’s
mineral base and this
exhibition is expected to

play a major role in
exploring the mineral
potential of the country.

LCCI President Kashif
Anwar said the role of the
Trade Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) is
commendable in bringing all
related trade bodies on one
platform and supporting
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FPCCI) to organise
a suitable show to attract
foreign investors and buyers.

New representative body
registered to further cause,
interests of industrialists

Pakistan’s
exports to

China surged
by 100%

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s exports to China
in September 2023 have
surged by an impressive
100.5% compared to the
corresponding month
during the previous financial
year, according to the Trade
Development Authority
Pakistan (TDAP)’s latest
report. The total value of
Pakistan’s exports to China
in September 2023
amounted to $350.2 million,
marking a robust 100.5%
increase.

LESCO
recovers

Rs 830m from
defaulters

LAHORE (INP): Lahore
Electric Supply Company
(LESCO) has recovered
over Rs 830 million from
over 26000 defaulters in its
five districts during a
recovery campaign.

According to a
statement issued by
LESCO spokesperson, the
campaign was launched
under the direction of
Chief Executive Engineer of
LESCO Shahid Haider and
was assisted by Tehsildars
in all five districts.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
industrialists of Peshawar
have registered a new
representative body named
Hayatabad Industrialist
Association Peshawar to
further the cause of
stakeholders and to give
them a proper platform to
inform authorities about
their issues.

The Hayatabad
Industrialist Association
(HIA) has been registered
with Office of the Registrar
of Trade Unions Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa in greater
interest of industrialists
and registration certificate
has been received by
former President Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Muhammad
Ishaq. In a statement
issued here on Sunday,
Muhammad Ishaq who is
also group leader expressed
gratitude to industrialists
and said their cooperation
and continuous support
helped in materializing of
this achievement.

Railways earn over Rs 6
million from saloons

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Railways has
generated revenue worth
Rs 6,340,156 million
through utilizing its 23
saloons and inspection
coaches for commercial
purposes, during the last
three and half years.

“At present, Pakistan
Railways has only 23
saloons and inspection
coaches with different
dignitaries of the country
who are entitled to use

these saloons when
needed,” an official in the
Ministry of Railways told
APP.

Giving the details, he
said, “Two highly luxurious
coaches have been allocated
for the Prime Minister’s
Secretariat while four
coaches have been allocated
for the Minister for
Railways, Secretary/
Chairman of Railways, and
another senior official in
the ministry.”
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UAE and South Korea complete
talks for trade deal

US secretary of state meets
Saudi crown prince in Riyadh

amid Israel-Gaza war

Egypt’s President
Sisi in talks to

get aid to Gaza,
presidency says

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: Egypt’s president
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi is in
talks with international and
regional partners to enable aid
deliveries into Gaza and to
de-escalate the fighting there,
his office said on Sunday.

Israeli bombardments
on the Gaza side of the Rafah
crossing into Egypt, the main
crossing out of Gaza not con-
trolled by Israel, have dis-
rupted operations there. Aid
from several countries has
been building up in Egypt’s
Sinai peninsula due to a fail-
ure to reach a deal enabling
its safe delivery to Gaza.

55 US lawmakers want
Israel to follow laws

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, who
has been busy on a crisis
tour of the Middle East for
this week, sought support
on Sunday from Saudi
Arabia’s de facto ruler, who
has warm ties with Israel
but has delayed
normalisation. Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman and the senior US
diplomat had a nearly hour-
long early morning meeting
at the royal’s property near
Riyadh, according to a US
official. “Very productive,”
Blinken said when asked
about the meeting after re-
turning to his hotel.

Blinken has been tour-
ing the region after Hamas
fighters attacked and en-

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: The United Arab
Emirates and South Korea
have concluded talks to-
wards a bilateral trade deal,
known as a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), the
two countries said on Sat-
urday.

Trade and investment
ties between the Gulf state
and South Korea have been
steadily advancing; in the
first half of 2023, bilateral
non-oil trade reached $3 bil-
lion, similar to the same
period last year, but up
21pc over 2021, a statement
said.

The Korea Electric
Power Corporation and a
consortium of Korean firms

also constructed all four
units of the $20 billion
nuclear Barakah Power
Plant in Abu Dhabi, which
became operational in April
this year, to help support
the UAE’s domestic elec-
tricity needs.

South Korea was one
of the first countries with
which the Gulf state
launched talks for a CEPA
in 2021.

Three months later
however, the Asian state
revived dormant Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) talks
with the six-member Gulf
Cooperation Council bloc,
of which the UAE is a
member.

“We resumed talks
with Korea earlier this

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: As many
as 55 US lawmakers have
sent a letter to President Joe
Biden and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, call-
ing for Israeli military op-
erations to follow the rules
of international humanitar-
ian law, and urging the
Biden administration to
continue working towards
peace in the region.

“We strongly believe
that Israel’s response must
take into account the mil-
lions of innocent civilians
in Gaza who themselves are
victims of Hamas and are
suffering the consequences
of their terror campaign,”

said the letter, which was
released to the media by
Congressional Progressive
Caucus Chairwoman
Pramila Jayapal. Fellow
Democratic lawmakers —
Jan Schakowsky, Mark
Pocan and Jim McGovern
— joined Congress-woman
Jayapal in initiating the let-
ter, which also condemns
“the terrorist attacks by
Hamas on the people of Is-
rael.” This letter noted that
more than 1,800 Palestin-
ians in Gaza and more than
1,300 Israelis have already
died in the ongoing conflict
while more than 423,000
people have been displaced
across the Gaza Strip.

tered Israel from the block-
aded Gaza Strip on Octo-
ber 7 and killed 1,300
people, mostly civilians,
AFP reported. The attack
sparked a massive retalia-
tory campaign targeting
Hamas in Gaza that re-
sulted in the killing of more
than 2,300 people.

For the past few
months, before the violence
in the Gaza Strip region
started, the Saudi crown
prince had spoken of
progress in US-led diplo-
macy to normalise relations
between Saudi Arabia and
Israel. Saudi Arabia has put
the process on hold after
the violence, and Blinken
has said that disrupting
Saudi-Israel normalisation
efforts may have partly

motivated the Hamas at-
tack. The kingdom is home
to Islam’s two holiest sites,
making recognition a his-
toric coup for Israel, which
in 2020 normalised rela-
tions with three other Arab
states, according to AFP.

As part of a package,
Saudi Arabia — which like
Israel has tense relations
with Iran — has been seek-
ing security guarantees from
the United States, its long-
time partner and consumer
of its oil. However, Prince
Mohammed is deeply con-
troversial in the United
States, where intelligence
linked him to the 2018 kill-
ing of Jamal Khashoggi, a
US-based Saudi journalist,
which Riyadh has denied,
blaming rogue operatives.

year as we were both
keen to conclude a deal
and advance our respec-
tive economic agendas,”
Thani Al Zeyoudi, UAE
minister of foreign trade,
said,  adding the GCC
FTA talks remained on-
going.

“There were about
178 South Korean firms
doing businesses in the
UAE as of 2022, and the
Korea-UAE CEPA would
enhance stability of South
Korean firms entering into
the UAE, while it would
also support South Ko-
rean firms’ activities in the
Middle East and North
Africa,” South Korea’s
trade ministry said in a
statement.

People hold a demonstration in support of Palestinians in New York City.

Palestinians queue as they wait to fill cans with
fuel, amid shortages of fuel, as the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict continues, at a petrol station in Khan
Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.

United Arab Emirates’ Minister of Foreign Trade
Thani Al Zeyoudi and South Korea’s Trade Minis-
ter Dukgeun Ahn meet in Seoul, South Korea.

Putin says Russian forces
improving positions along

front line in Ukraine
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: President
Vladimir Putin said Russian
forces have bolstered their
positions across the entire
front line in Ukraine after
what he said was the fail-
ure of Ukraine’s counterof-
fensive this year.

Putin’s decision in
2022 to send tens of thou-
sands of troops into
Ukraine started a war that
has left swathes of Ukraine
devastated and hundreds of
thousands of people dead
or injured.

Russia currently con-
trols about 17.5% of Ukrai-
nian territory and a four-
month-old Ukrainian coun-

teroffensive this year by
Ukrainian forces has made
almost no net territorial
gains, according to Western
analyses of the territory
held by Russia.

While Ukraine took
back territory taken by
Russia last year, the Ukrai-
nian army has struggled to
penetrate Russian lines
which have been bolstered
with minefields and thou-
sands of extra Russian
troops. “As for the coun-
teroffensive, which is alleg-
edly stalling, it has failed,”
Putin said in video remarks
posted to social media by
Kremlin journalist Pavel
Zarubin.

France to deploy 7,000
soldiers after teacher’s

fatal stabbing

Thousands rally in London,
New York in solidarity

with Palestinians
Monitoring Desk

LONDON: Thousands of
people rallied on Saturday
in London and other UK
cities for pro-Palestinian
protests, amid police warn-
ings that anyone showing
support for Hamas could
face arrest.

Attendees, who
marched through the heart
of the British capital as well
as Manchester in northern
England, Edinburgh in
Scotland and other cities,
were shadowed by a
heavy police presence.
Some held Palestinian
flags and placards —
bearing slogans including
“freedom for Palestine”,
“end the massacre” and
“sanctions for Israel” —
as they made their way

towards the end-point for
planned speeches. Chants
of “Rishi Sunak, shame
on you” could be heard.

“I think all just people
around the world, not just
in Britain, must stand up
and call for this madness (to
end),” Ismail Patel, chair-
man of the Friends of Al
Aqsa campaign, said.

In New York City,
thousands rallied to show
solidarity with Palestinians
and draw attention to Is-
raeli airstrikes in Gaza.
Demonstrations occurred
in various city
neighbourhoods on Friday,
where participants echoed
the call for “Free Palestine”
and an end to Israel’s un-
lawful occupation of Pales-
tinian territories.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France said it will
deploy 7,000 soldiers after
declaring a top-level alert
following the fatal stabbing
of a teacher by a Chechen-
origin man, who also se-
verely wounded three oth-
ers at a school.

The attack took place
in the northeastern town of
Arras, home to large Jewish
and Muslim populations.
Police arrested the suspected
attacker, Mohammed
Moguchkov, who had cried
the Arabic phrase “Allahu
akbar!” (God is greatest), ac-
cording to the preliminary el-

ements of the investigation.
Authorities have sug-

gested a probable link to the
ongoing violence in the
Middle East, with President
Emmanuel Macron de-
nouncing the incident as an
act of “Islamist terror”. The
deployment of the soldiers
from Operation Sentinelle
will be completed by Mon-
day evening, according to
the Elysee presidential pal-
ace. Sentinelle is a French
military operation with
10,000 soldiers and 4,700
police and gendarmes de-
ployed since the aftermath
of the January 2015 attacks.

At least 2 dead,
over 100 wounded

as earthquake
jolts Afghanistan

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: A powerful 6.3-
magnitude earthquake has
hit western Afghanistan,
killing at least two people
and wounding more than
100 others, in the same re-
gion where thousands of
people died in tremors last
week.

According to the US
Geological Survey, the lat-
est quake’s epicentre was
about 21 miles (34km) out-
side Herat, the provincial
capital.

The quake hit just af-
ter 8:00am (0330 GMT).

The aid group Doc-
tors Without Borders said
two people were reported
dead while Herat regional
hospital received more than
100 people injured in
Sunday’s quake.

Residen t s  in  t he
city of Herat had just
begun returning to their
homes again when the
quake hit, after days of
sleeping outside fearing
aftershocks  from las t
week’s tremors.

“Herat’s people are
panicked and scared,” said
27-year-old shopkeeper
Hamid Nizami.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali distributing appreciation certificates among participants of a
ceremony organized by All Private Sector Universities Pakistan (ASUP) at Governor House.

Italian ambassador,
Punjab CM discuss
trade, investment

LAHORE (APP):
Ambassador of Italy Mr.
Andreas Ferrarese met with
Punjab Caretaker Minister
Mohsin Naqvi at Punjab
House, Islamabad.

Matters pertaining to
enhancing cooperation in
culture, tourism and trade
sectors were discussed.
Steps with regard to
exchanging a great number
of trade and cultural
delegations were also
discussed, said a handout
issued here on Sunday.

The Italian
ambassador also reiterated
his resolve to continue

supporting Pakistan for
acquiring extension in the
GSP+ status. Mohsin
Naqvi thanked the Italian
ambassador for his
country’s support for
Pakistan. “Pakistan and
Italy are friendly countries
and time has arrived to
transform their friendship
into a fruitful economic
relationship,” he added. He
highlighted that cultural
and trade sectors were
interlinked, adding that the
Punjab government aspired
to further enhance its
collaboration with Italy in
the sectors. “We welcome

the Italian cooperation for
imparting training to police
liaison officers” he said.

He maintained that a
proactive role  by the
Trade Commission was
significant for enhancing
trade along with providing
ease in acquiring work
visas.

“We are launching a
one-window operation for
the promotion of
investment in Punjab,” he
said, adding that Italian
investors should visit
Punjab and the government
would provide them all
possible facilitation.

HYDERABAD: Human Rights Activist Sadia Baloch, Shahnaz Sheedi,
Ghufrana Araaeen Cotton Workers Partee and Bakhtawar site stage during
Women Climate assembly during World International Rural Women day
organized by Sindh Community foundation at Sindh Language Authority.

Punjab, Sindh CMs
discusses mutual

strategy for cotton prices
LAHORE (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Chief Minister
Maqbool Baqar met with
Punjab Caretaker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi at
Punjab House, Islamabad,
on Sunday.

Essential steps to
bring stability in the cotton
price were discussed during
the meeting, said a handout
issued here.

It was decided during
the meeting to contact the
federal government to bring
stability in the cotton
price. Both chief ministers
agreed that  farmers in
Sindh and Punjab would be

facilitated in obtaining real
profit of their crop and the
Prime Minister would be
formally requested for
purchasing cotton through
the Trading Corporation of
Pakistan.

CM Mohsin Naqvi
stated that  farmers of
S in d h  an d  P u n jab
should not  at  al l  sel l
their cotton crops at a
low price.

“We will not let the
labour of farmers go waste”
he added. Naqvi vowed
that Punjab and Sindh
would take every possible
measure in this regard.

Foolproof security
ensured for Christian

worship places
LAHORE (APP): On the
instructions of Inspector
General Police Punjab, Dr.
Usman Anwar, foolproof
security was provided to
Christian worship
programs in churches
across the province
including Lahore on
Sunday.

Police teams were on
high alert and performed
their duties for the
provision of peaceful
environment to the
Christian citizens.

Earlier, the IG Punjab
had ordered security
arrangements for churches

and said that SPs and
supervisory officers
should check the security
arrangements for churches
and important places by
themselves, additional
police personnel and
snipers should be deployed
at sensitive churches.

Dolphin squad, PRU,
elite teams should do
effective patrolling around
the churches, IG Punjab
said and directed that police
officers and men posted on
security should be on high
alert, keep a close watch on
evil elements around
churches.

Inter-Universities Skit
Competition to Mark

Global Hand washing Day
PESHAWAR (Online): The
Local Government
Department’s Water and
Sanitation Cell (WatSan), in
collaboration with the
University of Peshawar,
UNICEF, and other sector
partners will hold the Inter-
Universities Skit
Competition, an event that
aims to raise awareness
about Water, Sanitation, and
Hygiene (WatSan) issues
and their possible
solutions, in
commemoration of Global
Handwashing Day on 17th

October 2023 in Agha Khan
Auditorium University of
Peshawar.

According to the
issued press release, seven
universities from
Peshawar, Mardan and
Charsdda are participating
in the inaugural round.

Furthermore, they will
creatively communicate
vital ideas about water,
sanitation, hygiene, and the
importance of handwashing
in preventing disease by
utilizing the art form of
skits.

Furthermore, the
competition will not only
showcase the talents of the
students but also serve as
a platform for advocating
for better hygiene
practices.

Likewise, the event
wi l l  be  a t tended  by
students ,  s ector
par tner s ,  an d  med ia
representatives, al l of
wh om wi l l  p lay an
integral role in furthering
the cause of clean water,
improved sanitation, and
en han ced  hygiene
practices.

Turbat attack injured
labourers brought
to Multan hospital

MULTAN (INP): Two
injured labourers of Turbat
attack have been brought
back to Multan and
admitted at Nishtar
Hospital on Sunday.

Gunmen had killed
six and injured two
labourers in Balochistan’s
Turbat  ci ty in  an
overnight attack.

Two injured have
been brought back in a
special flight to Multan,
assistant commissioner
said.

Injured labourers have
been identified as
Mohammad Toheed from
Narowal and Ghulam
Mohammad from Shuja
Abad.

“Both of them being
provided medical
attendance at hospital,” the
official added.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Multan Amir Khattak on
the instructions of Punjab
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi has contacted
Balochistan provincial
administration for return of
mortal remains of six slain
labourers from Turbat.

Punjab CM had
directed the Commissioner
to arrange return of the
labourers in personal
supervision.

Local officials said
that the attack took place
in Satellite area of Turbat
city.

The accused entered
in the under-construction
house of a local contractor
Naseer and committed the
heinous crime leaving six
labourers dead  and  two
i n j u r e d ,  p o l i c e
officials said.

3,953 FIRs, 1,131
tickets issued for

violating dengue SOPs
RAWALPINDI (INP): As
many as 3,953 FIRs had
been registered on
violations of anti-dengue
SOPs from January 1 to
date in various areas of the
Rawalpindi district, said
District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control Dr Sajjad
Mehmood here Sunday.

Giving details of the
penalty actions, the health
officer said that the district
administration, in
collaboration with allied
departments, had sealed

607 premises, issued
tickets to 1,131 and a fine
of Rs 73,26,000 was
imposed on violations of
dengue SOPs in 2023.

Dr Sajjad informed
that around 1,855
confirmed cases had been
reported in the district this
year, while the number was
738 in 2021, and 3,507 in
2022 during the period.

The health officer
further stated that
presently 126 patients
were admitted to the
district’s hospitals.

Vote casting
is national
obligation,

Zia-ur-Rahim
MARDAN (APP):
District Election
Commission Officer
Mardan Zia-ul-Rahim said
that vote casting is not just
a necessity but it  is a
national obligation of every
citizen to choose the best
candidate.

For the benefit of the
nation, he said that
according to the
constitution of Pakistan,
women, men, youth,
disabled persons,
transgender and minorities,
all have equal rights to vote.

Raise awareness that
they should register their
vote before the elections
and use it properly during
the elections.

Dr. Jamal
emphasizes
empowering

special persons
LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Punjab Minister
for Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Dr. Jamal Nasir
highlighted the
government’s commitment
to enhancing services for
persons with disabilities in
his address at an event
marking “World White Cane
Safety Day,” here on
Sunday. He emphasized the
remarkable progress made in
this regard, stating that
individuals with disabilities
have demonstrated their
capabilities across various
aspects of life.  Over recent
years, concerted efforts in
Pakistan have aimed to
empower persons with
disabilities, making them
more productive citizens,
he added.

184 new
infections
reported
in Punjab

LAHORE (INP): As many
as 184 new dengue fever
cases were reported in
Punjab on Sunday,
according to the latest data
from the Health
Department. This year has
seen a concerning rise in
dengue cases, with a total
of 6,615 confirmed cases
across 36 districts in
Punjab. Lahore leads the
tally with 2,624 cases,
followed closely by
Rawalpindi with 1,842
cases, Multan with 716,
Gujranwala with 392, and
Faisalabad with 287 cases.
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KARACHI: Labourers are busy in construction
work of Teen Hatti bridge in Provincial Capital.

MULTAN: A large number of people are attending the funeral prayer of labor-
ers at Shujaabad who killed in firing incident in Turbat.

HYDERABAD: Sindh Abadgar Ittehad Leader,
Nawab Zubair Talpur addresses to media persons
during press conference, at Hyderabad press club.

HYDERABAD: Javed Soz of SCF addressing to
Women Climate assembly during World Interna-
tional Rural Women Day organized by Sindh Com-
munity Foundation at Sindh Language Authority.

HYDERABAD: Activists of Jeay Sindh Qaumi Mahaz (JSQM) are holding protest rally against Afghan
refugees, in Hyderabad.

KARACHI: Activists of civil society organize a protest demonstration to show
solidarity with the people of Palestine, call for an immediate ceasefire at
Karachi Press Club.

HYDERABAD: Dengue patients being treated at
Bhitai Hospital as dengue fever is spreading at an
alarming proportion in the city.

PTI to hold
massive power

show in Karachi
on November 12
KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
has decided to hold a major
political power show in
Karachi on November 12.
The party has submitted
an application to the Com-
missioner Karachi seeking
permission for the rally.

The rally is expected
to be attended by thousands
of PTI supporters, party
members and curious citi-
zens who want to know
more about PTI’s vision for
Karachi and the nation.Hari Welfare Assocaion

issues peasant’s
rights report

Many shopkeepers
fined during action
against profiteers

in Qasimabad,
HYDERABAD (APP):
Assistant Commissioner
Qasimabad Abdul Wahid
Channa on the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Hyderabad, conducted in-
spections at several markets
on Sunday to scrutinize the
pricing of essential goods.

During his visit, vari-
ous traders were found vio-
lating the government noti-
fied prices and overcharg-
ing public, which were im-
posed fines accordingly.
Violators included different
fruit vendors and grocery
shops at nasim nagar
chowk, G-Mustafa dairy,
shaheen dairy, super save
family mart, Med4you gro-
cers and others were fined
of around Rs 108,500
ruppees.

Int’l community urged to
play mediation role for
resolving Palestine issue

CM Complaint
Cell resolves 486

complaints out of 747

Passengers suffer
as several PIA
domestic and
international

flights delayed
KARACHI (INP): The
PIA passengers are facing
numerous hardships as
sometimes the flight op-
eration of the national flag
carrier gets delayed and
sometimes its aircraft run
out of fuel.

Today several do-
m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a -
tional flights of the PIA
were delayed, causing
passengers to suffer on
Sunday.

Today, the PIA flight
PK 263 from Lahore to
Abu Dhabi was delayed
for five hours. It was sup-
posed to leave at 3:30 am
but left at 8:30 am.

Interaction between top leadership
of China, Pakistan to propel bilateral

ties to new heights: Solangi

Use of principle of universal
jurisdiction must be in line
with int’l law: Pakistan

Massive voter registration
drive underway for

upcoming General Elections
APHC urges UN to hold

India accountable for
its brutalities in IIOJK

Aneeq warns against
undermining youth with
religious misconceptions

Double standard clearly witnessed

Admin allows PML-N to
hold public meeting at

Minar-e-Pakistan

Caretaker CM
Punjab calls

on PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister of
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi on
Sunday called on Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar.,

During the meeting,
they discussed matters re-
lated to the province, PM
Office Media Wing said in
a press release.

Dr Shamshad
Akhtar meets
UAE Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Fi-
nance, Revenue and Eco-
nomic Affairs Dr Shamshad
Akhtar on Sunday met
with Minister of State for
Financial Affairs of United
Arab Emirates (UAE)
Mohamed bin Hadi Al
Hussaini and discussed
matters relating to the mu-
tual interest.

The meeting was held
on the sidelines of the an-
nual meetings of the World
Bank and International
Monetary Fund at
Marrakech, said a press re-
lease issued here.

The discussion fo-
cused on further strength-
ening economic ties be-
tween Pakistan and the
UAE, exploring avenues for
enhanced cooperation in fi-
nance and revenue matters,
promoting investment and
mutual economic growth.

Both the sides ex-
pressed optimism about
the potential for further
collaboration and pledged to
continue working together
to advance their countries’
economic interests.

FM’s Participation
in V20 Ministerial

Dialogue
MARRAKECH (Online):
The caretaker Federal Min-
ister for Finance, Revenue,
and Economic Affairs, Dr.
Shamshad Akhtar, partici-
pated in the “V20 Ministe-
rial Dialogue X” conducted
for the most climate-vul-
nerable economies. The dis-
cussions aimed at develop-
ing global strategies to avert
the impending climate
breakdown. Dr. Shamshad
Akhtar expressed the com-
mitment of the Government
Pakistan to addressing cli-
mate-related financing chal-
lenges & brought valuable
insights to the dialogue, re-
inforcing Pakistan’s com-
mitment to sustainable eco-
nomic development and cli-
mate resilience.

Finance Minister
meets Senior

Managing
Director of WB
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Fi-
nance, Revenue and Eco-
nomic Affairs Dr Shamshad
Akhtar on Sunday met
with Senior Managing Di-
rector of the World Bank
Axel van Trotsenburg.

The meeting was held
during her visit to Morocco
for annual meetings of the
World Bank and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, said
a press release.

The discussion en-
compassed crucial matters
related to financial stability,
revenue generation, and
economic progress.

14 nation air exercise, Indus
Shield-2023, in full swing
at PAF operational air base

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi
has said that interaction in
China between the top lead-
ership of Pakistan and
China would further en-
hance the bilateral relation-
ship to the new heights as
the caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaarul Haq Kakar
would leave for China  to-
morrow to participate in
Belt and Road Forum being
hosted by the Chinese
President Xi Jinping in
Beijing.

Speaking at a seminar
“CPEC and My Life” the
other day, the minister said
he was happy to know that
people from the gross-root

level were invited to speak
about the positive impact
of the CPEC on their lives.

The people had im-
mensely benefitted from
various CPEC projects
such as Orange Train in
Lahore, Thar Coal in Sindh
and Gawadar in
Balochistan, he added.

Talking about the es-
tablishment of Special In-
vestment Facilitation Coun-
cil by Pakistan to provide
one-window facilities to the
investors, the  minister said
that as the CPEC was en-
tering into the new phase,
adding Pakistan was keenly
looking forward for more
and more bilateral coopera-
tion in mining, agriculture,
IT and other sectors.

He said enhancement
of geographical linkages
through improved road, rail
and air transportation sys-
tem would boost frequent
people-to-people contacts
and enhance understanding
through academic linkages.

The higher volume of
trade and businesses would
result into integrated devel-
opment which would even-
tually promote, harmony
and sustainable develop-
ment, he added.

“CPEC is the journey
towards economic growth
in the globalized world”, he
maintained.

Chinese ambassador
to Pakistan Jiang Zaidong
expressed his country’s
readines to further pro-

mote CPEC in partnership
with Pakistan, adding “We
are ready to work with our
Pakistani colleagues from
all walks of life to further
promote the projects in
the next ten years of
CPEC.”

“What was agreed
between President Xi
Jinping and the Pakistani
leaders for a high-quality
sustainable and enhanced
cooperation and support
in the fields of security
and development, we can
implement with mutual
consensus”, he said.

The ambassador was
of the view that Pakistan
and China could jointly
jointly make the CPEC,  a
corridor of love and peace.

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Chief Minister’s
Complaint Cell has re-
solved 486 complaints out
of total 747 complaints so
far. According to a  report
submitted by the Public
Compliance Cell to the
Caretaker Chief Minister
on Sunday, 486 complaints
had been resolved and the
work on 260 complaints
was underway.

The people of the
province could register
their complaints related to
any government depart-
ment at the Public Griev-
ance Cell of the Chief
Minister’s House.

On the directives of

the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Sindh Justice (Retd)
Maqbool Baqar, the Public
Complaint Cell had been
activated for 24 hours a
day.

The Caretaker Chief
Minister said that the Com-
plaint Cell was active to
serve the people of the
province.

He warned the Sindh
government departments of
action if failed to resolve
the complaints of the
people.

He further said that
strict action would also be
taken against government
employees, who demanded
for bribes.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony, Aneeq Ahmed
expressed concerns over
certain elements attempting
to sow doubts and miscon-
ceptions among the nation’s
youth. Addressing students
in a recent event at
Rawalpindi Arts Council,
organized by the Suffa
Sweet Home, he empha-
sized the need for young
individuals to be equipped
with knowledge and wis-
dom to tackle contempo-
rary challenges.

Minister Aneeq
stressed the importance of
fostering a strong connec-
tion with Almighty Allah
and the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him). He outlined the
three phases of the life of
the Prophet (PBUH) as the
pursuit of truth, its procla-

mation, and its implemen-
tation, paralleling these
phases to Allama Iqbal’s
poetry and the interpreta-
tion of Quranic verses.

He noted that the
Holy Quran holds the so-
lution to all of humanity’s
issues.

The minister also
pointed out that Muslims
should not only be social
workers but also leaders. He
highlighted the significance
of a united Islamic commu-
nity and noted that Mus-
lims constitute 25 per cent
of humanity, making their
global impact undeniable.

He said, “If we follow
the right path, problems
like Gaza, Burma, Kashmir
would not arise.” He urged
scholars and leaders to
guide the nation and instil
hope rather than despair,
emphasizing that “despair
is a trait of Satan.”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Air Force
(PAF)’s 14 nation air exer-
cise, Indus Shield 2023, is
in full swing at an opera-
tional air base of PAF.

The top-notch exer-
cise stands out as one of
the mega aerial warfare ex-
ercises of the region and is
marked as a significant
milestone in the realiza-
tion of PAF’s commitment
to enhance its aerial capa-
bilities alongside bolster-
ing international coopera-
tion, a PAF news release
said.

The participation of
the exercise encompasses
fighter jets alongside pilots,
ground crew and Air De-
fence Controllers from the
leading Air Forces of the
world.

Indus Shield-2023 has
brought together elite air
forces from 14 countries
and will serve as a platform
to showcase their profes-
sional prowess.

The participating na-
tions include Pakistan,
Turkiye, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, UAE, Egypt, Oman,
Bahrain, Azerbaijan, Indo-
nesia, Morocco,
Uzbekistan, China and
Hungary.

The exercise holds
great importance as it sig-
nifies the leading role of
the Pakistan Air Force in
spearheading technologi-
cal advancements, pro-
moting modernization,
evolving air combat tac-
tics, and addressing con-
temporary aerial defence
challenges.

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Emphasizing that
the principle of universal
jurisdiction not be viewed
as a license to infringe upon
state sovereignty, Pakistan
has said its application
should be in compliance
with international law and
the UN Charter.

Speaking in the United
Nations General
Assembly’s Sixth (Legal)
Committee, Ambassador
Usman Iqbal Jadoon,
Deputy permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the
UN, the principle of uni-
versal jurisdiction, in fact,
was a call for the cessation

of impunity, to ensure that
jurisdictional loopholes are
not exploited as a means to
dodge justice.

(The principle of uni-
versal jurisdiction allows
any state to investigate and
prosecute people for seri-
ous international crimes
even if they were commit-
ted in another country.)

Participating in a de-
bate on “The scope and ap-
plication of the principle of
Universal Jurisdiction’, the
Pakistani envoy said this
principle was not a primary
form of jurisdiction, but to
be invoked only under ex-
ceptional circumstances.

SRINAGAR (INP): The
All Parties Hurriyat Con-
ference (APHC) has urged
the United Nations to hold
India accountable for its
brutalities in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

According to Kashmir
Media Service, the APHC
spokesman in a statement
issued in Srinagar said Indian,
paramilitary, police, National
Investigation Agency and
State Investigation Agency
personnel are torturing inno-
cent Kashmiris and seizing
their properties during con-
tinued so-called cordon and
search operations and house
raids across the territory to

suppress their righteous de-
mand of right to self-deter-
mination. He said several
youth have been killed and
thousands arrested during
this year but the world com-
munity has become a mute
spectator. He urged the
United Nations to play a role
in settling the Kashmir dis-
pute in accordance with the
UN resolutions and aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people.

The spokesman ex-
pressed concern over the si-
lence adopted by the inter-
national community on the
ongoing worst Indian state
terrorism and gross human
rights violations in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Pacifists, intellectuals and
writers have urged upon
international community
to play a mediation role for
resolving Palestine issue.

They expressed these
views while addressing
peace conference on ‘Peace
for all’ organized by
Udairo Laal Welfare in
Shah Latif  Bhitai Munici-
pal Library and later while
talking to media here Sun-
day.

They stressed for the
need of peace, brotherhood
and interfaith harmony for
the prosperity of the coun-
try. They said that the
socio-economic develop-
ment was only possible
with spreading the message
of peace across the world.

They said that Sindh
was the soil of peace which

had always been remained
the land of peace and love.

Chairman Udero Laal
Welfare Raj Kumar, repre-
sentative of Christian
community Father
Shahzad Masih, Sikh
Panth Sardar Parkash
Singh, Dr. Jeevat Sundar,
writer and poet Gul Hassan
Lakho, Advocate Suleman
Daahri, Akber Shaikh,
Syed Ubedllah Shah, Pro-
fessor Yad Hussain Shaikh
and others said that today,
the world was facing anar-
chy and agitation and the
main reason of this situa-
tion was intolerance and
part ways from peace
path.

They said that peace
had become a global issue
however every country
was taking efforts for re-
storing peace.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Over 800,000 new voters
are being enrolled by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP), in voter
lists using data obtained on
October 1, 2023, enabling
them to exercise their right
to vote in the upcoming
general elections.

According to an ECP
spokesperson, the Com-
mission has already ob-
tained data from the Na-
tional Database and Regis-
tration Authority
(NADRA) on October 1,
2023, regarding individuals
who received new comput-
erized National Identity
Cards (CNICs).

The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
has already removed re-

strictions on voter lists
across the country. This al-
lows eligible individuals to
register, transfer, or correct
their votes until October 25.

The suspension of
electoral rolls, enacted
through clause 39 of the
Election Act 2017, was in
effect since July 20 this
year. Following the un-
freezing of electoral lists,
eligible individuals now
have the opportunity to
update their voter informa-
tion. He urged all eligible
citizens to ensure the cor-
rectness of their voter reg-
istration, modifications,
and transfers, and align
their particulars with their
computerized national
identity card details by
October 25, 2023.

LAHORE (INP): The Dis-
trict Administration double
standard has clearly wit-
nessed as on Sunday al-
lowed the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
to hold public meeting at
Minar-e-Pakistan (Greater
Iqbal Park) on October 21.
In the current week it had
refused to give permission
to PTI for holding public
meeting at Lahore.

Sources stated that
Deputy Commissioner Rafia
Haider issued a no objection
certificate (NOC) in this re-

gard. It is learnt that the per-
mission to hold the public
meeting has been granted
with certain conditions. The
permisison follows the
much-awaited arrival of
PML-N supremo and former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif
in Pakistan on October 21.
On the other hand, the PTI’s
request to hold public meet-
ing at Lahore’s Liberty
Chowk was not entertained.
The administration is of the
view that any request to hold
meeting in large ground could
be considered.

NAWABSHAH (APP):
During the local government
elections held in June and
July 2022, peasants and
rural workers were entirely
overlooked and not included
in the party-based electoral
process in Sindh,

It was  pointed out by
the speakers at the launch-
ing ceremony of the 8th  re-
port, titled “The State of
Peasants’ Rights in Sindh in
2022 at the HWA office
Nawabshah.

The report is com-
piled by Hari Welfare As-
sociation which sheds light
on the challenging circum-
stances faced by peasants
and rural workers in Sindh.

HWA President
Akram Ali Khaskheli high-
lighted that In 2022, the

plight of peasants and rural
laborers remained dire while
no positive initiatives were
taken to improve their situ-
ation.

The Sindh Women Ag-
riculture Workers Act
(SWAWA), a significant law
passed in 2019, saw no ef-
forts towards implementa-
tion in 2022. The SWAWA
covers a wide range of pro-
visions that, if enforced dili-
gently, would benefit rural
women in Sindh. However,
these provisions remained
largely unimplemented. The
report highlights the need for
enforcement of laws such as
the Sindh Tenancy Act
1950, the Sindh Tenancy
Amendment Act 2013, the
Sindh Bonded Labor (Abo-
lition) System Act 2015.

CTD releases
list of most
wanted 128
terrorists

PESHAWAR (INP: The
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Sunday pub-
lished the list of 128 more
wanted criminals with the
head money of each of the
criminals enlisted in the re-
leased list.

The price on the head
of wanted terrorists has
also been fixed, along with
the pictures, CNIC num-
ber, place, father record.


