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ISLAMABAD: The Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar ad-
dresses a Press Conference.

May 9 vandalism:

Supreme Court declares civilians’ trial
in army courts as null and void

In a 4-1 majority ruling, court says trial of May 9 suspects will be conducted in ordinary courts
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
nullified the trial of civilians
in military courts.

Announcing the re-
served judgment on Mon-
day, the SC accepted the
petition filed against the trial
in military courts.

The SC said in short or-
der the trial of those accused
in May 9 incidents will be
carried out in civilian courts.

The court declared both
the sub sections of section
2-1(D) of official secret act
are contrary to constitution.

The court also declared
clause 4 (59) of official se-
cret act (4) 59. The SC said
in its order the cases against
the accused be run in crimi-
nal courts keeping in view

the nature of the offences of
the accused.

Decision was an-
nounced with 4-1 majority.

Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan,
justice Munib Akhtar, jus-
tice Mazahar Naqvi and Jus-
tice Ayesha Malik rejected
the trial of civilians in mili-
tary courts with consensus.
Justice Yahya Afridi differed
from the majority decision.

Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan
raised the most important
legal and constitutional
points remarking tell us
those who were tried in
military courts in the past
were common  citizens or
terrorists. Constitution
provides guarantee to gen-
eral citizens for protection
of their basic rights.

A five members larger
bench of SC led by Justice
Ijaz ul Ahsan and compris-
ing Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Yahya Afridi, Jus-
tice Mazahar Naqvi and
Justice Ayesha Malik took
up the case for hearing
Monday.

At the inception of
hearing the Attorney Gen-
eral (AG) while addressing
the court said “ I will talk
about making or not mak-
ing constitutional amend-
ment with reference to es-
tablishment of military ac-
counts. I will talk about
this point why the consti-
tutional amendment is not
needed in this case. Trial
in military courts meet all
the requirements of crimi-

nal courts. Now the trial
has started in military
courts. Reasons will also
be written in the decisions
of military courts. AG said
he will give the brief of pre-
vious hearing. I will tell
why the constitutional
amendment is not needed
for the present trial. I will
talk on article 175, I will
read paragraph of Liaqat
case. Attack on prohib-
ited buildings and areas
can also go to military
courts.

The trial of May 9
accused will be conducted
on pattern of criminal
courts. Appeals will be al-
lowed to be made in high
court and then Supreme
Court.

Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan
inquired are you saying
constitutional amendment
was must for putting ter-
rorists to trial and was not
necessary for general citi-
zens. I am trying to under-
stand your arguments.

AG said there is no
need of amendment if the
accused belong to armed
forces.

The decision of case
was reserved on comple-
tion of arguments AG.

Later the SC while an-
nouncing the judgment an-
nulled the trial of civilians
in military courts ordered
that the trial of those ac-
cused in May, 9 and 10 trag-
edy be conducted in Anti
Terrorism courts.

Chinese investment to
prove stimulant for Pak
economic growth: PM

follow-up of the bilateral
and other engagements
with China to pave the way
for their implementation.

Mentioning his interac-
tion with the Chinese busi-
ness leaders, he said under
the second phase of CPEC
(China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor), the Chinese pri-
vate business entities would
invest in Pakistan’s agricul-
ture, mining and other sec-
tors.

He told the newsmen
that Pakistani leadership’s
“constructive” engagement
with Chinese counterparts
was well received by the
Chinese people, media and
think tanks.

Emphasizing the con-
sistency of relations with
China, he expressed the
hope that the upcoming
government would carry
forward the momentum as
any deviation from the
commitments might put the
state’s dignity at stake.

Education not an option but
a necessity, says army chief

COAS felicitates NUST graduates, underscores their
responsibility to figure out challenges faced by country

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir  Monday fe-
licitated the the National
University of Sciences &
Technology (NUST) gradu-
ates on successfully accom-
plishing their goal and re-
marked that it was now in-
cumbent upon them to fig-
ure out and analyse chal-
lenges facing the country
and put their intellectual re-
sourcefulness to find their
solutions.

Chairman NUST Board
of Governors, COAS, Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir as
chief guest at the inaugural
“Master Convocation Cer-
emony”  conferred medals
upon distinction holders.

The annual convocation
week of the National Uni-
versity of Sciences & Tech-
nology (NUST) com-
menced here at the
University’s main campus,
an Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) news re-
lease said. The Bachelor’s,
Master’s and PhD students
received degrees during the

course of convocation
week. Degrees are being
awarded to over 3500
graduates from all NUST
Schools at the main campus
in the 7 core disciplines.

Addressing the gradu-
ates, the COAS extended
his heartiest felicitations to
graduates, their parents and
faculty.

ISLAMABAD: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari ad-
dresses during the ceremony regarding the completion of 50 years of the
Constitution of Pakistan under the Supreme Court Bar Association of Paki-
stan held in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
presenting sword of honour to Nayab Ramzan ASP during the passing out
ceremony of ASPS of 49th STP.

Police rewriting history
with its blood: Bugti

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Interior Sarfra Bugti
said that police martyrs are
rewriting the history of Pa-
kistan, with their blood.

Addressing the 49th
CTP passing out cer-
emony of ASPs at the Na-
tional Police Academy on
Monday in Islamabad,
Bugti said that Pakistan is
facing serious threats like
terrorism and the citizens,
police and law enforcement
agencies have made count-
less sacrifices to stop this
wave of terrorism.

“We must never forget
that we have sacrificed
thousands of lives to en-
sure the survival and bright
future of Pakistan,” said

the minster.
Apart from IG

Islamabad Police, Com-
mandant National Police
Academy, foreign diplo-
mats and families of pass-
ing out police officers par-
ticipated in the ceremony.

The Minister while
congratulating the cadets
who performed outstand-
ingly during the training
said that he was very
happy to come to the pass-
ing out ceremony of the
Assistant Superintendents
of Police of the 49th Spe-
cial Training Program. He
said that the role and duties
of law enforcement agencies
are important for the stabil-
ity and socio-economic devel-
opment of our country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday said that the Chi-
nese investment expected
under the newly signed 20
MoUs would prove to be a
stimulant for Pakistan’s
economic growth.

Addressing a press con-
ference about his recent visit
to China, the prime minis-
ter said 20 Memorandums
of Understanding (MoUs)
were signed and hoped that
the upcoming government
would ensure consistency
of the policy.

The prime minister,
along with a high-level del-
egation visited China from
October 16-20, mainly to
attend the Belt and Road
Forum where he also held
bilateral meetings with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping,
Premier Li Qiang, and the
leadership of the Commu-
nist Party of China.

During the visit, the two

sides signed 20 agreements
and MoUs, covering coop-
eration on the BRI, infra-
structure, mining, industry,
green and low-carbon de-
velopment, health, space
cooperation, digital
economy, development co-
operation and export of ag-
ricultural products to
China.

“The signing of 20
MoUs was very encourag-
ing. This is after a long time
that the MoUs in such a
huge number were signed
with China... We have
brought along three guiding
principles of coordination,
cooperation and consulta-
tion with us,” he remarked.

He said the MoUs
were yet in the planning
stage and the assessment of
the potential, market needs
and impact on exports
would precede their execu-
tion. He said a designated
cell at the Prime Minister’s
Office would carry out the

‘Election delayed is
election denied’: Bilawal

ISLAMABAD (INP): De-
spite the Supreme Court’s
dismissal of the possibility
of holding the general elec-
tions in the 90-day period
defined by the Constitu-
tion, Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari re-
iterated his demand for the
polls at the earliest, saying
that delaying the election is
to deny them. “The elections
delayed are election denied,”
Bilawal said while address-
ing the celebration of the
golden jubilee of the Con-
stitution of Pakistan in an
event organised by the Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA) on Monday.

Bilawal, the former for-
eign minister, once again
sought the election schedule
and provision of a “level
playing field” for all the po-
litical parties.

Recalling the lawyers’
movement of 2009 for the

restoration of the judiciary,
he said it was a seminal inci-
dent in the history of
Pakistan’s judiciary that had
a profound impact on the
relations between the judi-
ciary and parliament.

Without naming him,
Bilawal quoted a leading
lawyer and member of the
movement for the restora-
tion of the former chief jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP)
Iftikhar Muhammad
Chaudhry, as saying that
“the 2009 restoration of the
judiciary as a result of pub-
lic pressure had resulted in
judges prone to arrogance
and a bar prone to violence”.

The former minister
further said that in the
2013 general election, the
judiciary under Chaudhry
became a partisan actor
with clear favourites in
the polls, and the same
happened in the 2018 elec-
tions.

Meeting 90-day deadline
for elections no

longer possible: CJP

PTI chairman, Qureshi
indicted in cipher case

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa on
Monday observed that it
was “not possible” to meet
the 90-day deadline for
holding elections and la-
mented the lack of prepa-
rations of the petitioners.

The CJP passed the
observation while hearing
the petitions seeking timely
elections within 90 days of
the dissolution of the as-
semblies. The CJP is lead-
ing a three-member bench
comprising himself, Justice
Athar Minallah and Justice
Amin-Ud-Din Khan on the
matter.

The pleas were filed by
the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
others to ensure that polls

in the country are held
within the stipulated time
period.

At the outset of the
hearing, CJP Isa asked the
SCBA when they had filed
the petition and questioned
why it was not listed for a
hearing at once.

He also asked the law-
yer to give his arguments
based on facts and lamented
the petitioners’ lack of
preparation.

When SCBA lawyer
Abid Zuberi started to
speak about the 2017 cen-
sus, the CJP observed that
the counsel was not speak-
ing on facts.

He also said that if the
lawyer had so many issues
about the census then why
did he not file a plea be-
tween 2017-2021.

No respite to foreigners
after final deadline

ISLAMABAD (Online): Only 8 days left for all illegal
foreigners to leave Pakistan. By October 31st, the
evacuation of illegal persons from Pakistan is inevi-
table.

A final decision has been taken not to provide even
one more day’s respite to illegal residents.

Illegal residents will not be given any concession by
law enforcement agencies after October 31st.

Security agencies have announced that actions will
be taken in all areas where illegal foreigners live to ensure
evacuation of illegal persons after October 31st.

Actions will also be taken against those persons who
will shelter them.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Judge Abul Hasnat of Spe-
cial Court established un-
der Official secret act has
indicted PTI chairman
Imran Khan and his co-ac-
cused former foreign min-
ister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi in cipher case.

Chairman PTI and
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
signed the documents re-
lated to indictment. However
the both have pleaded not
guilty and negated the charges
leveled against them.

The court issued sum-
mons to the witnesses for
regular trial of the case be-
sides adjourning the hear-
ing of the case till October
27 to record the evidences.

Both the accused , Shah
Khawar advocate counsel
for FIA, other state coun-
sels, Usman Riaz Gul,
Umair Niazi, Khalid Yousif
counsels for chairman PTI
and Taimore Malik and Raja
Qamar counsels for Shah
Mehmood Qureshi were
present in the court.

The counsels for the
accused while opposing the
indictment once again dur-
ing the hearing of the case
took the plea there is no
substance in the allegations.
Therefore, indictment can-
not be framed.

Counsel for FIA took
the stance the court had
fixed hearing today for in-
dictment but the lawyers of
the accused are causing un-
necessary delay under dif-
ferent pretexts and through
new applications.

We will continue to play
our role for development,
peace and stability: Jalil

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani said that
Pakistan will continue to
play its role for develop-
ment, peace and stability.

He expressed his views
while addressing the open-
ing ceremony of ASEAN
Corner at the institute of
Stra tegic  S tudies
Islamabad.

He said that establish-
ment of ASEAN Corner is
another step in enhancing
the relations between
ASEAN countries and Pa-
kistan. Pakistan has very
good relations with ASEAN
countries.

Pakistan’s relations
with ASEAN countries im-
proved further during Co-
rona epidemic.

He said that we are fur-
ther strengthening relations
with ASEAN countries by

looking at cyber and strate-
gic security.

Pakistan-China Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) is
an excellent example of re-
gional relations.

He said that we also
want to expand our regional
relations with ASEAN
countries.

He said that ASEAN
countries also suffer from
Indian bias and so does Pa-
kistan.

We will launch a bilat-
eral calendar to enhance our
events and relations with
ASEAN countries.

He said that our geo-
graphical boundaries in-
crease our importance but
climate changes are also af-
fecting us.

He said that peace and
security is fundamental
c o mp o n e n t  fo r  any
country.

PM orders
expediting  PIA’s

privatization
process

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday directed the au-
thorities concerned to expe-
dite the process of
privatization of the na-
tional flag career, Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA).

Chairing a review meet-
ing on the financial crisis
of PIA, the prime minis-
ter stressed the finaliza-
tion of the privatization
process within stipulated
time.

The prime minister
sought regular compliance
reports to be submitted to
him in this regard.

PM Kakar said the gov-
ernment would continue
extending support to PIA
till completion of its
privatization.

Pakistan Railways
plans cross-border

network
to Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Railways
Shahid Ashraf Tarar re-
vealed on Monday that Pa-
kistan Railways has strate-
gic plans to develop a rail-
way network connecting
Kohat to Kharlachi, pro-
moting connectivity be-
tween Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan.

During a meeting with
French Ambassador Nicolas
Galey, the minister ex-
pressed that the Sukkur-
Hyderabad Motorway M-
6 also represents a compel-
ling investment prospect for
France. Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation is
actively broadening its
scope, providing further
investment avenues.

The caretaker minister,
Tatar, noted that the Paki-
stan National Shipping
Corporation (PNSC) is un-
dergoing expansion, offer-
ing extensive investment
possibilities, including op-
portunities for French in-
vestors.

The French ambassador
highlighted the longstanding
history of relations and co-
operation between France
and Pakistan.

He also mentioned the
interest of French investors
in Pakistani projects, em-
phasizing the diverse in-
vestment possibilities
available for French inves-
tors in Pakistan.

Nawaz Sharif files
applications for restoration
of appeals in two references

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The legal team of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Quaid
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
on Monday filed applica-
tions to the Islamabad High
Court (IHC), seeking the
restoration of appeals in
Avenfield property and Al-
Azizia Steel Mills refer-
ences.

Amjad Pervaiz Advo-
cate filed the applications
on behalf of the former
prime minister. It prayed
the court to decide the ap-
peals after hearing argu-
ments on merit in the cases.

In the petitions, PLL-
N leader Nawaz Sharif
stated that he hadn’t com-
pletely recovered from the
ailment, adding he decided
to return country due to the
miserable economic condi-
tion of the country. He said
that he was awarded the
imprisonment sentence by

the accountability court in
his absence on July 6, 2018.

He said that his wife
was under medical treat-
ment and on the ventilator
in a hospital of London. He
had requested the trial court
to delay the judgment but
the request was rejected at
that time. Despite the fact,
he came back to Pakistan,
faced the jail and filed ap-
peals against his convic-
tions, he added.

He said that the co-ac-
cused including Maryam
Nawaz and her husband,
had already been acquitted
in Avenfield property case.

The application said
that the appeals were ter-
minated the in absence of
the petitioner.

It said that the former
prime minister couldn’t
appear before the court due
to his health issues, adding
he had not misused his bail
in manner.
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Past perfect
In Pakistan, antiquity has been at odds with
the politics of ideology and identity, lead-
ing to a partisan concept of culture based
on dominance. Therefore, Thursday’s judge-
ment by a division bench of the Sindh High
Court’s Hyderabad circuit on the preserva-
tion of Nagarparkar’s Karoonjhar Hills and
their “protection in conformity with inter-
national guidelines” was momentous as it
endorsed the range as a well of heritage. The
order stated that “the entire range of
Karoonjhar Hills is one monument under
the law and cannot be divided into pieces
and portions”. The court also called for the
resurrection of every Jain temple in its origi-
nal form and that statues declared as world
heritage be made available.

Sindh’s forgotten ties with Jainism
nestle in the depths of Nagarparkar and
Karoonjhar Hills, a range which some ar-
chaeologists say is nearly three billion years
old. Nourished by the lost Hakra river, the
area throve as a cultural hub in the
Chalcolithic and Paleolithic ages. The pink
granite stretch, once known as Kinro, is still
encrusted with magnificence: Bodhesar,
Sadhro, Ambaji, Virawah temples, the Gorri
Jain Mandir and a Bodhesar mosque. Almost
six kilometres from central Nagarparkar
stands a complex of three Bodhesar Jain
temples built in 1375 AD and in 1449 AD;
two have domes carved from Karoonjhar
stone and the third is in complete decay.
While the higher Bodhesar temple, with an
uneven stone stairwell, was said to be by
the Gulf of Sindhu, Bodhesar talao and a
white marble mosque built in 1505 are at
the foot of the hills. Such relics, and the
remains of the fifth-century Parinagar Fort,
which connected Karoonjhar to the sea, il-
lustrate how sacred the slopes were to Jains.
The least we can do today is to ensure that
all beautiful residues of the past do not fade
away as besides monetary rewards, such
vestige reconnects us to our humane, ac-
cepting selves — an invaluable inheritance
for future generations.

Slow turn of the tide International Law:

Bridging the Divide of Legitimacy

Zarrar Khuhro

We can see genocide un-
fold on our phones;
scenes of horror domi-
nate our social media
feeds as we see images of
murdered children and
entire families wiped out
as Israel converts the
concentration camp that
was Gaza into an extermi-
nation camp.

In this decades-old
murderous project, Israel
has the support of the en-
tire Western establish-
ment. America not only
dispatched a carrier force
to protect its ally, but is
also leveraging all diplo-
matic support it can mus-
ter and financing Israel’s
murderous campaign,
while being unable to pay
for healthcare for its own
citizens. The UK, obedi-
ently in tow, is doing the
same albeit on a smaller
scale, while France, that
bastion of liberty, banned
pro-Palestinian protests
along with Germany which
has once again decided to
dump the burden of its
historical guilt over the
Holocaust onto Palestin-
ian shoulders. The very
existence of Palestine is
criminalised in that bas-
tion of freedom and liberty,
and the police have been
seen beating peace activ-
ists regardless of their
colour or creed. The irony
is lost on these govern-
ments, who otherwise
spare no effort when lec-
turing the rest of this be-
nighted globe.

In doing so, they are
provided cover fire by
Western media, which
goes out of its way to
conflate all Palestinians
with Hamas and not just
swallows Israel’s lies but
also repeats them ad nau-
seam until — they fer-
vently hope — the lie be-
comes truth.

Except no one is
buying it this time. The
Arab world has not seen
this kind of outpouring
since the Arab Spring, a
tide of people calling out
not only Israel but also (if
carefully) the impotence of
their own governments.

Across the Western
world tens of thousands
of unapologetic, outspo-
ken protesters are show-
ing the world that while
their states may stand
with Israel, vast numbers
of people stand with Pal-
estine.

One reason for this is
how badly Western nar-
ratives and Western me-
dia stand exposed;
multibillion-dollar media
giants are dragged across
the coals and fact-
checked by ordinary
people armed only with
keyboards and a con-
science, and star anchors
— so convinced of their
powers to convince —
splutter and rage as their
one-sided narrative is
picked apart. Despite the
attempts by social media
companies to censor,
throttle and shadowban,
the volume and scale of
pro-Palestinian and anti-
genocide content is too
much to curtail.

Even in the US, that
one inviolable bastion of
Israel, the tide is slowly
turning. Over the last week
Jewish-American activ-
ists have led pro-peace
protests that have sur-
rounded the White House
and the residence of Vice
President Kamala Harris
demanding an immediate
ceasefire. Marching into
the Capitol, young activ-
ists and wizened rabbis —
many of whom had lost
loved ones at the hands
of the Nazis —were ar-
rested in their hundreds,
but not before delivering
a powerful message that
they would not allow the
state of Israel, abetted by
their own country, to
weaponise the Holocaust
and carry out genocide in
the name of the Jewish
people. That should send
a collective shiver down
the spines of traditional
J e w i s h - A m e r i c a n

organisations like the
Anti-Defamation League
and AIPAC, who can
surely see these chal-
lenges to their self-pro-
claimed right to speak for
all of American Jewry and
are aghast that their pro-
paganda is no longer
working.

This is a sea change
as far as America is con-
cerned, and is only one of
many examples of people
who had hitherto stayed
quiet now speaking out in
a clear and united voice;
similar sentiments echoed
when comedian Dave
Chapel echoed cries of
‘Free Palestine’ at his sold-
out show in Boston. The
shift is generational and
racial; an NPR poll con-
ducted last week shows
that while the majority (65
per cent) of Americans —
Republicans and Demo-
crats — want the US to
publicly support Israel,
that percentage drops to
48pc when it comes to
Generation Z, and 51pc
when it comes to non-
whites. The change isn’t
limited to the streets and
social media; a day after
the Capitol protests and ar-
rests, Muslim and Jewish
Congressional staffers
wrote an open letter to
their Congressmen and
women bosses calling for
an immediate ceasefire, al-
though the pervasiveness
of fear of retaliation is so
great that the signees had
to remain anonymous. It’s
not just the staffers; thus
far at least 16 Congress
members have called for a
ceasefire and perhaps they
will add Congressman Jus-
tin Amash, who says sev-
eral of his relatives mur-
dered in Israel’s bombing
of the Saint Porphyrius
Church in Gaza, to their
number.

The list goes on, and a
day will come when the tide
will turn completely despite
the pervasive power of Is-
rael and its allies. But that
day is not today, when Is-
raeli warplanes massacre
children to the applause of
Western capitals. The time
of justice will come, but not
now; now is the time of mon-
sters.  -- Courtesy Dawn

By Ayesha Rafiq

The ongoing debate re-
garding whether inter-
national law qualifies as
“true law” hinges upon
the interpretation of the
term ‘law’ itself. This dis-
pute, as Professor
Glanville L. Williams as-
tutely noted, largely re-
volves around seman-
tics. Advocates of the
position held by figures
like Hobbes, Austin, and
Pufendorf contend that
law derives from sover-
eign command, enforced
by superior political au-
thority, thereby exclud-
ing international law
from the realm of law.
Conversely, those who
embrace a broader defi-
nition of law assert that
it cannot be confined
solely to rules dictated
by political authority, al-
lowing international law
to be recognized as a le-
gitimate branch of juris-
prudence.

Austin’s proposi-
tion that law is the prod-
uct of a command from
a supreme political au-
thority, backed by coer-
cive enforcement, faces
criticism. This narrow
definition, as pointed
out by Professor
Oppenheim, fails to ac-
count for the unwritten
or customary law within
municipal legal sys-
tems. It is a stark reality
that no community or
state exists solely on
written laws.

Instead, law is bet-
ter defined as “a body
of rules of human con-
duct within a commu-
nity, which, by the con-
sent of its community,
shall be enforced by ex-
ternal power.”

This perspective,
shared by scholars like
Brierly and Professor
Hart, challenges
Austin’s conception of
law.

Several compelling
arguments support the
notion that international
law qualifies as true law:
Historical jurisprudence
demonstrates that vari-
ous communities have

established legal sys-
tems even without for-
mal legislative authori-
ties. This practice high-
lights the adaptability
and inclusiveness of law
as a concept. States rou-
tinely acknowledge in-
ternational law as bind-
ing upon them, even
when they infringe
upon its principles. This
recognition under-
scores the legal charac-
ter of international law
in the eyes of the inter-
national community.
States, when involved in
international disputes,
consistently reference
the provisions, duties,
precedents, and opin-
ions of jurists grounded
in international law, re-
inforcing its legal sta-
tus. In some states, in-
cluding the United
States and the United
Kingdom, international
law is integrated into
their domestic legal
frameworks, further vali-
dating its legal charac-
ter.

Additionally, the
establishment of institu-
tions like the Interna-
tional Court of Justice
(ICJ), which decides dis-
putes in accordance
with international law,
affirms the legality of in-
ternational law. Interna-
tional conferences and
conventions treat inter-
national law as genuine
law, emphasizing its im-
portance in global gov-
ernance.

The United  Na-
tions, founded on prin-
ciples of international
law, explicitly recog-
nizes its role in estab-
lishing justice and up-
holding treaty obliga-
tions.

Although interna-
tional law lacks cen-
tralized enforcement, it
s t i l l  operates  with
sanctions.

These include the
use of force under cer-
tain circumstances, in-
ternat iona l  enfo rce-
ment actions, and the
authority of  interna-
tional organizations to
impose sanct ions  in

l ine  with  their  con-
stituent treaties. Pub-
lic opinion plays a cru-
cial role in enforcing
international law, as
nat ions  hes i ta te  to
violate it in the face of
international condem-
nation.

Critics often cite
the frequent violations
of international law as
evidence against its le-
gi timacy.  However,
such violations are not
unique to international
law; they occur in mu-
nicipal law as well. The
frequency of  viola-
tions should not un-
dermine the status of
international law as law.
In both contexts, it is
the strength of the en-
forcement mechanism
that determines the ex-
tent of adherence.

In conclusion, in-
ternational  law pos-
sesses the characteris-
t ics  of  law when
viewed wi th in  i ts
unique context. While
it operates in a decen-
t ral ized  sys tem and
lacks the efficiency of
state legislative ma-
chinery, it is as strong
and effective as pos-
sible given its param-
eters.  Crit ics should
recognize that interna-
tional law is not meant
to replicate municipal
law entirely; rather, it
functions effectively
within its distinctive
setting.

As Louis Henkin
wisely noted,  “much
of the misunderstand-
ings of  international
law is due to failure to
recognize law where it
exists.”

Indeed,  in te rna-
tional law not only ex-
ists but also exerts a
substantial  influence
on the conduct of in-
ternational affairs in
our complex and inter-
connected world.

Writer is (Student
of National Defense
University (NDU), Pur-
suing a Degree In
Peace and Conflict
Studies (PCS),
Islamabad, Pakistan.)

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar chairs a briefing on decline in prices
of essential items as a result of reduction in the prices of petroleum products.

ISLAMABAD: Provincial Secretary Power Gilgit-Baltistan and Chairman
of Nor Hydro are signing the memorandum of understanding for the solar
energy project started with the cooperation of Norway, Chief Minister Gilgit-
Baltistan Haji Gulbar Khan and ambassador of Norway is also present.

PM for accelerated steps to
trickle down impacts of reduced

oil prices to common man
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Cartaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Monday directed the
authorities concerned to
accelerate steps for
trickling down the impact
of reduced prices of the
petroleum products to the
common man.

The prime minister,
chairing a review meeting
to discuss the impact of oil
prices’ reduction on
commodities’ rates,

instructed that the effect of
reduction of petrol price
by 12.38 percent and diesel
by 4.7 percent should be
trickled down to the
common man at the earliest.

He said Rs 41 billion
had been saved due to the
stability in dollar rate and
reduction in petroleum
prices, and the relief would
be extended to the common
man. The meeting was
apprised of the recent oil
prices reduction and

outcomes of operation
against power theft and
smuggling.

It was told that due
to the reduced petroleum
prices, inflation had come
down by 1.7 percent which
was the highest during the
last one year.

The prime minister
appreciated the
administration for taking
steps to reduce oil prices
and dollar rate, curb
smuggling and transmitting

their impacts to the
common man.

He instructed the
relevant authorities to
strictly deal with the
hoarders and profiteers,
and viewed that the
operation against power
theft and smuggling had
benefited the consumers.

He said 18 percent
reduction of wheat price
and sugar by 16 percent in
Balochistan was
welcoming.

KARACHI: Brokers are busy in trading at Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX) in Karachi.

SBP expects real GDP
growth in the range of
2-3 percent in FY24

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), Monday, said that
Pakistan’s economic
situation started to show
some early signs of
improvement and real GDP
growth is expected to remain
in the range of 2-3% while
inflation may subside to 20
to 22% in FY24.

The Central Bank, in

its Annual Report on the
State of Pakistan’s
Economy for the fiscal year
2022-23 released here,
underscored the need of
initiating broad-ranging
reforms to ensure the
availability of resources for
economic growth and
development and also
stressed expediting tax
policy reforms and speedy
implementation of
governance reforms in PSEs
terming them instrumental
to create fiscal space for
public investment in human
and physical capital.

The SBP also
underscored the need to
create a conducive
environment to support
foreign direct investment in
exportable sectors and

encourage technology
transfers, coupled with
agriculture sector reforms
that were required to
alleviate import reliance and
for achieving price stability.

“There is a need to
expedite these reforms to
achieve a high and sustainable
economic growth required to
absorb the new entrants in
labor market, improve social
welfare and raise the general
standard of living in the
country,” the SBP suggested.

The report highlighted
that Pakistan’s economic
situation has started to show
some early signs of
improvement as the country
has been able to secure a US$
3.0 billion Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA) from IMF,
towards the end of FY23.

Pakistan, France discuss
investment opportunities

in key sectors
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan’s Caretaker
Minister Shahid Ashraf
Tarar met with French
Ambassador Nicolas Galey
on Monday to discuss
issues of mutual interest,
including investment
opportunities in key
sectors such as railways,
motorways, and shipping.

Tarar highlighted the
country’s democratic
stability and bright future,
while Galey expressed
confidence in the Pakistani
market and pledged to

attract more French
investment.

Shahid Ashraf Tarar
further said that the
democratic stability in
Pakistan has continued
since 2008 and its future is
bright.Some of the specific
investment opportunities
discussed include: A new
railway line from Kohat to
Kharlachi to connect with
Afghanistan, the Sukkur-
Hyderabad motorway M-
6, and the expansion of the
Pakistan National Shipping
Corporation.

President HCSTSI appeals
SSGC authorities to resolve
gas supply related issues

HYDERABAD (APP):
The President Hyderabad
Chamber of Small Traders
and Small Industry
Muhammad Farooq
Shaikhani has appealed to
the Chairperson and
Managing Director of Sui
Southern Gas Company to
resolve the issues of gas
supply with low pressure
and unscheduled
management in Hyderabad.

The citizens
particularly the
industrialists of Hyderabad
are suffering hardship due
to gas pressure reduction
and unscheduled gas

management, he said in a
statement issued here on
Monday.

The HCSTSI
President expressed
annoyance over the non-
professional attitude of the
SSGC management in
Hyderabad including the
Regional Manager adding
that despite repeated
complaints in person about
gas pressure reduction and
unscheduled management,
no positive step was
initiated to address the
grievances causing financial
losses to industrialists of
Hyderabad.

Mian Zahid Hussain

Nawaz will bring equilibrium
to political climate

ISLAMABAD (PR):
Chairman of National
Business Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial
Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain said on
Monday that the business
community is pinning high
hopes on the return of
former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif.

His return will result
in balanced politics, which
will result in political

stability that will help the
people and the economy, he
said. Mian Zahid Hussain
said that in spite of jail,
exile, and other difficulties,
the former prime minister
did not try to incite the
public in his speech, nor did
he talk about any kind of
revenge, which is a proof of
his political insight.

Talking to the
business community, the
veteran business leader
said that the former prime
minister did not make any
tall claims or vowed to jail
the opponents.

PSX stays
bullish, gains

338 more points
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
100-index of Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) witnessed
bullish trend on Monday,
gaining 338.96 points, a
positive change of 0.67 per
cent, closing at 51,070.83
points against 50,731.87
points the previous day.A
total of 364,070,705 shares
valuing Rs.15.930 billion
were traded during the day
as compared to 430,052,557
shares valuing Rs.14.611
billion the previous day. As
many as 352 companies
transacted their shares in the
stock market; 171 of them
recorded gains and 150
sustained losses.

Mega job fair
on Thursday

FAISALABAD (APP): A
“mega job fair” would be
arranged at Government
College of Technology
(Boys) Samanabad under
the aegis of Technical
Education & Vocational
Training Authority
(TEVTA) here on
Thursday (October 26,
2023).A spokesman of the
college said here on
Monday that Director
General Operations
TEVTA Amir Aziz would
inaugurate the fair as chief
guest whereas President
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) Dr Khurram Tariq
and former president Board
of Management TETVA
Engineer Asim Munir
would attend the ceremony
as guests of honor.
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HYDERABAD: Workers of SindhTarraqi Passand
Party hold a protest against Nawabshah police.

KARACHI: Members of Pakistan Pediatric Asso-
ciation Sindh are holding protest demonstration
against Israeli cruel and inhumane acts and ex-
press unity with the innocent people of Palestine,
held at Karachi press club.

LAHORE: A delegation of overseas Pakistanis led by Chief Coordinator
Muslim League (N) International Affairs Amjad Ali Malik and President
Muslim League (N) Holland Chaudhry Parvez Sandhila photographed with
Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman after a meeting

CM Naqvi emphasizes
swift resolution of issues
Independent Report

LAHORE: In a surprise
move, Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi
conducted an impromptu
visit to the LDA One
Window Cell today. He
personally met with the
staff of the One Window
Cell,  engaging in
discussions about the
challenges they face. Chief
Minister Naqvi also sought
feedback from citizens
regarding the services
provided by the One
Window Cell.A woman
present in the one-window
cell extended her prayers
and gratitude to Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi for
tirelessly serving the public
day and night. During the
conversation, she
commended his
widespread presence in

schools, hospitals, and
various other settings. She
prayed for his continued
strength and expressed
deep appreciation for his
visits to hospitals and
other critical places.

A senior citizen
expressed his pleasure at
seeing the Chief Minister
in the One Window Cell and
praised the collective
efforts of the team for
striving towards
improvement. Responding
promptly to a citizen’s
complaint, the Chief
Minister immediately
summoned the concerned
officer and directed swift
resolution of the matter. He
further instructed that a
citizen’s long-pending
issue, spanning two years,
be resolved within four
days. Additionally, at the

request of a retired LDA
employee’s wife, Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
directed the expeditious
resolution of a plot
allotment matter. He
emphasized to LDA
officials the utmost
importance of promptly
addressing citizens’
concerns and underscored
the need for efficient
handling of LDA-related
matters.

Mohsin Naqvi noted
the commendable progress
in the performance of the
One Window Cell, while
acknowledging room for
further enhancement. He
assured that all endeavors
are underway to ensure
citizens do not face
unnecessary hurdles in
seeking assistance from the
One Window Cell.

Pakistan would be put back
on path to development very

soon: Governor Punjab
Independent Report

LAHORE: A delegation of
overseas Pakistanis led by
Chief Coordinator Muslim
League (N) International
Affairs Amjad Ali Malik
and President Muslim
League (N) Holland
Chaudhry Parvez Sandhila
called on Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at Governor
House Lahore, here today.
In the meeting, issues of
mutual interest, including
the current political
situation in the country
and the problems faced by
overseas Pakistanis, were
discussed.

Speaking on this
occasion, Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that the
return of political leader
like Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif is ray of hope and
augurs well for the future
of the country. He said that
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
in his speech put aside the
injustices and excesses
committed against him and
other leaders of the
Muslim League in the past
and have given a road map
for the  development of the
country.

He expressed  hope
that Pakistan would be put

back on the path to
development very soon.
Governor Punjab said that
overseas Pakistanis are
playing an important role
in the country’s economy
by sending significant
foreign exchange. He said
that overseas Pakistanis
always generously helped
their compatriots in
difficult times. Chief
Coordinator Muslim League
(N) International Affairs
Amjad Ali Malik said that
the return of a sincere,
experienced, and humble
leader like Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif is a good
omen for the country.

Kashmiris to wrench back
homes from Indian unlawful
occupation: Sardar Attique

KP Information Minister
visits Nowshera

Punjab chief secretary
orders DCs to ensure new

rates implementation

PFA issues
warning to 209

cereal units
Independent Report

LAHORE: The Punjab
Food Authority (PFA) has
served warning notices for
improvement to 209 cereal
production units and
penalised 33 others with
hefty fines over violations
during the province-wide
inspection drive. The
authority also stopped
production of a unit besides
discarding more than 80kg
of expired ingredients. PFA
Director General Raja
Jahangir Anwar said in a
statement on Monday that
the food safety teams
inspected 268 cereal units.

Gastro takes
60,000 lives
per annum

in Pakistan:
Experts

FAISALABAD (APP):
The experts have revealed
that the gastroenteritis and
stomach diseases are taking
the lives of 60,000 people
annually in Pakistan.

They were addressing
an awareness seminar on
“Gut Warriors: conquering
gastroenteritis through
awareness and action”
organized by Rotaract Club,
under Senior Tutor Office
University of Agriculture
Faisalabad (UAF) in
collaboration with Gastro-
Pak Project of Medical
Research Council UK
Research and Innovation
and Earlham Institute UK.
The session was organized
to create awareness about
gastroenteritis and promote
preventive measures to
combat this prevalent
disease. Speaking on the
occasion, Chairman
Agronomy Department
Prof. Dr. Abdul Khaliq
stressed the need of water
treatment before irrigating
the field as the wastewater
was contaminating the
agricultural produce which
was posing serious health
hazards.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Responding
to directives from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Caretaker
Chief Minister,
Muhammad Azam Khan,
Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel, the
Minister of Information
and Public Relations,
embarked on an extensive
inspection tour of
Nowshera district. The
primary objective of this
visit was to evaluate the
implementation of official
transportation fares and
the pricing of fruits and
vegetables at government-
approved rates.

While visiting
transport terminals,
Minister Kakakhel engaged
with passengers to confirm
their compliance with
government-sanctioned
fare structures. In
instances where transport

providers were found to be
imposing excess charges, he
swiftly intervened,
collected the surplus fees,
and returned them to the
passengers. The Minister
stressed the vital necessity
for rigorous oversight by
district administration and
transport authorities at
terminals and along
roadways to ensure
adherence to government-
mandated pricing.Minister
Kakakhel reiterated his
unwavering commitment to
adopting a zero-tolerance
approach toward those who
attempt to charge fares
exceeding official rates. He
called upon both provincial
and regional transport
authorities to maintain
vigilant supervision of fare
pricing. Additionally, he
encouraged administrative
officers to prepare and
prominently display.

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP):
Former Prime Minister,
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Sardar Attique
Ahmed Khan Monday said
that Kashmiris were fully
determined to wrench back
their homes  from Indian
illegal occupation;
Kashmiris honor and
prosperity would be
retrieved by ousting India
from Indian Illegal Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

Attique, also head of
All Jammu Kashmir
Muslim Conference,
expressed the views in his
76th AJK govt founding
anniversary message here.

The anniversary is
being celebrated on
Tuesday, across AJK and
worldwide by 20 million
Kashmiris.

Azad Jammu and
Kashmir government
founded on October 24,
1947 after immense human
sacrifices is launching region
to free rest of the Jammu
and Kashmir state under
military occupation of
India. He pleaded today
over one million Indian
regular armed forces and half
a million informal Indian
occupation forces were
torturing Kashmiris in
homes.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Chief Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman directed all deputy
commissioners on
Monday to ensure
implementation of the new
rate lists, issued following
a reduction in the prices of
petroleum products. He
issued this directive while
presiding over a video-link
meeting of the deputy
commissioners at the Civil
Secretariat here.

The meeting reviewed
implementation of

reduction in food prices
and transport fares. The
chief secretary ordered
that fare reduction lists be
displayed in passenger
buses. He said the price
magistrates concerned
would be responsible in
case of sale of commodities
at higher than fixed rates.
He said that deputy
commissioners themselves
determine the prices of
commodities in their
districts, adding that it was
also their responsibility to
implement these rates.

Through Punjab Health Foundation

Roadshows will be organized
to provide maximum benefit
to doctors. Dr. Javed Akram
Independent Report

LAHORE:  The 35th

meeting of the Board of
Directors of Punjab Health
Foundation was held in the
Department of Specialized
HealthCare and Medical
Education under the
chairmanship of the
Caretaker Provincial
Minister of Health Prof. Dr.
Javed Akram. Special
Secretary Operations Raja
Mansoor Ahmed,
Additional Secretary Admin
Zahida Azhar, Additional

Secretary Finance Shahida
Farrukh, Prof. Dr.
Mahmood Shaukat and
other officials participated
in the meeting.  The CFO
of Punjab Health
Foundation presented the
contents of the agenda
during the meeting

Caretaker Provincial
Health Minister Prof. Dr.
Javed Akram also approved
the minutes of the 34th

meeting of the Board of
Directors of Punjab Health
Foundation.

Blinken, Austin say US is ready to respond if US
personnel become targets of Israel-Hamas war

Turkey’s president submits
protocol for Sweden’s
admission into NATO

Azerbaijan holds first
joint drills with Turkiye
since Karabakh victory

Second aid convoy enters
Gaza Strip from Egypt -

UN official

Monitoring Desk
ANKARA: Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan
has submitted a protocol for
Sweden’s admission into
NATO to Turkey’s parlia-
ment for ratification, his of-
fice said Monday, bringing
the Nordic country a step
closer to membership in the
military alliance.

Erdogan had been de-
laying ratification of
Sweden’s membership, ac-
cusing Stockholm of being
too soft on Kurdish militants
and other groups his coun-
try considers to be security
threats. Turkey also was an-
gered by a series of Quran-
burning protests in Sweden.

All 31 NATO allies

Monitoring Desk
REHOBOTH BEACH:
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Defense Secre-
tary Lloyd Austin said Sun-
day that the United States
expects the Israel-Hamas
war to escalate through in-
volvement by proxies of
Iran, and they asserted that
the Biden administration is
prepared to respond if
American personnel or
armed forces become the
target of any such hostili-
ties. “This is not what we
want, not what we’re look-
ing for. We don’t want esca-
lation,” Blinken said. “We
don’t want to see our forces
or our personnel come un-
der fire. But if that happens,
we’re ready for it.”

Austin, echoing
Blinken, said “what we’re
seeing is a prospect of a sig-
nificant escalation of at-

tacks on our troops and our
people throughout the re-
gion.” He said the U.S. has
the right to self-defense
“and we won’t hesitate to
take the appropriate ac-
tion.” The warning from the
high-ranking U.S. officials
came as Israel’s military re-
sponse to a deadly Oct. 7
attack by Hamas on civil-
ians in communities in
southern Israel entered its
third week.

Israeli warplanes
struck targets across Gaza
overnight and into Sunday,
as well as two airports in
Syria and a mosque in the
occupied West Bank alleg-
edly used by militants as the
war threatened to engulf
more of the Middle East.
Israel has traded fire with
Lebanon’s Hezbollah mili-
tant group on a near-daily
basis since the war began,

Monitoring Desk
A Z E R B A I J A N :
Azerbaijan said on Monday
it had begun a series of joint
military exercises with
close ally Turkiye, the first
since Baku retook the
breakaway region of
Nagorno-Karabakh last
month, prompting most of
the territory’s ethnic Arme-
nians to flee.

Azerbaijan’s defence
ministry said in a statement
that up to 3,000 military
personnel were participat-
ing in exercises named for
the founder of modern
Turkiye, Mustafa Kemal
Ataturk.

It said the drills were
being held across
Azerbaijan, including in
Baku, the Nakhichevan ex-
clave which borders
Turkiye, and in what the
ministry called the “liber-
ated territories” of

Karabakh.
Turkiye has close lin-

guistic and cultural links to
Azerbaijan, and offered
Baku military and politi-
cal support during its three
decade-long conflict with
Armenia, with which An-
kara has no formal diplo-
matic relations.

Armenia and
Azerbaijan have recently
signalled willingness to
sign a peace treaty formally
ending their conflict fol-
lowing Azerbaijan’s vic-
tory in Karabakh and the
exodus of almost all the
region’s 120,000 ethnic
Armenians.

The foreign ministers
of the two countries, along
with those of Turkiye, Iran
and Russia, were due to
hold talks hosted by Tehran
on Monday on progress
towards a peace agree-
ment.

Monitoring Desk
CAIRO: A second convoy
of 14 aid trucks entered the
Rafah crossing from the
Egyptian side to the be-
sieged Gaza Strip on Sun-
day night, Juliette Touma,
director of communications
at the U.N. Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA),
told Reuters in Gaza by
phone from Amman.

Witnesses reported a
blast and ambulance sirens
on the border earlier.

Israel’s military said
one of its tanks accidentally
hit an Egyptian position
near the border with the
Gaza Strip. Several Egyp-
tian border guards sustained
minor injuries after being hit
by fragments of an Israeli
tank shell, a spokesperson
for the Egyptian army said.

A witness and a medi-
cal source said seven people
were wounded and taken to
hospital. Israel’s defence
force “expresses sorrow re-
garding the incident, which
is being investigated,” it
said in a statement, giving
no further details.

There were a total of
around 19 trucks in
Sunday’s convoy carrying
medical and food supplies,
the security and humanitar-
ian sources said. A first con-
voy of 20 trucks of badly-
needed supplies had entered
Gaza on Saturday through
Rafah, which had previ-
ously been out of operation
after bombardments hit on
the Gaza side of the border
and amid wrangling over
conditions for delivering aid.

Distribution of those
supplies began on Sunday,
but aid officials are still
warning of a humanitarian
disaster as supplies of
food, water and fuel run
low. Israel imposed a total
blockade and launched air
strikes on Gaza in response
to a deadly attack on Israeli
soil by Hamas on Oct. 7.

The Rafah crossing,
the main entry and exit
point to Gaza that does
not lead to Israel, has
become the focus of a
push to deliver aid as hu-
manitarian conditions in
Gaza worsen.

must endorse Sweden’s mem-
bership. Turkey and Hungary
are the only two allies that
have yet to ratify it.

A brief statement from
the presidential communi-
cations directorate said
Erdogan had signed the pro-
tocol on Sweden’s NATO
accession, which was then
submitted to the Turkish
Grand National Assembly.
It was not immediately
known when Sweden’s
membership would come to
the floor. Sweden welcomed
the move. “Glad to hear
that Turkish President
Erdoðan has now handed
over the ratification docu-
ments to the Turkish Par-
liament,” Swedish Prime

Minister Ulf Kristersson
wrote on X, the platform
formerly known as Twitter.
“Now it remains for Parlia-
ment to deal with the issue.
We look forward to becom-
ing a member of NATO.”

Sweden and its neigh-
bor Finland abandoned de-
cades of military nonalign-
ment and sought protection
under NATO’s security um-
brella after President
Vladimir Putin ordered Rus-
sian troops to invade Ukraine
in February 2022. Finland
joined the military alliance in
April after Turkey lifted its
objections to its membership,
saying Helsinki had taken
steps to address Ankara’s
security concerns.

and tensions are soaring in
the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, where Israeli forces
have battled militants in refu-
gee camps and carried out
two airstrikes in recent days.
The U.S. announced Sunday
that non-essential staff at its
embassy in Iraq should leave
the country. Blinken, who
recently spent several days
in the region, spoke of a
“likelihood of escalation”
while saying no one wants
to see a second or third front
to the hostilities between Is-
rael and Hamas, which rules
Gaza. The secretary said he
expects “escalation by Ira-
nian proxies directed against
our forces, directed against our
personnel,” and added: “We are
taking steps to make sure that
we can effectively defend our
people and respond decisively
if we need to.” Iran is an en-
emy of Israel.

Almost 20,000 displaced
in Lebanon as clashes on

Israel border escalate

China calls for
ceasefire, again

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: China believes
“force is not a way to re-
solve” the Israeli-Palestin-
ian crisis and once again
calls for a ceasefire, its en-
voy for the Middle East
pleaded in Egypt, the for-
eign ministry said on Sun-
day.

Egypt on Saturday
hosted a “summit for peace”
where UN Secretary Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres called
for swift “action to end this
godawful nightmare” after
two weeks of Israeli brutal-
ity in Gaza.

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Almost 20,000
people have been internally
displaced in south Lebanon
and elsewhere since early
October, a U.N. agency said
on Monday, as violence es-
calates on the Lebanese-Is-
raeli border following the
eruption of the Gaza war.

The International Or-
ganization for Migration
said 19,646 people had been
displaced inside Lebanon

since it began tracking
movements on Oct. 8, the
day after an assault on Is-
rael by Hamas militants and
an Israeli counteroffensive
on Gaza. It said the move-
ments were mostly by those
fleeing the south although
some departures were also
reported elsewhere. The Is-
raeli authorities have also
been evacuating dozens of
towns and communities
from the north of Israel.

Palestinians check the damage inside a mosque which was hit in an Israeli
air strike, in Jenin refugee camp in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

Argentina’s presidential candidate Sergio Massa ad-
dresses supporters, as he reacts to the results of the
presidential election, in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Philippines says a coast guard ship
and supply boat were rammed by
Chinese vessels at disputed shoal
Monitoring Desk

MANILA: A Chinese coast
guard ship and an accom-
panying vessel rammed a
Philippine coast guard ship
and a military-run supply
boat Sunday off a contested
shoal, Philippine officials
said, in an encounter that
heightened fears of an
armed conflict in the dis-
puted South China Sea.

A top Philippine secu-
rity official told The Asso-
ciated Press there were no
injuries among the Filipino
crew members and an as-
sessment of the damage to
both vessels was underway.
The official said that the two

incidents near Second Tho-
mas Shoal, where China has
repeatedly tried to isolate a
Philippine marine outpost,
could have been worse if the
vessels were not able to
maneuver rapidly away
from the Chinese ships. The
official spoke on condition
of anonymity due to a lack
of authority to publicly dis-
cuss the matter. China’s
sweeping territorial claims
in the South China Sea, in-
cluding over islands closer
to Philippine shore, have
raised tensions and
brought in the United
States, a longtime treaty
ally of the Philippines.

Australian
prime minister

announces
China visit

hours before
leaving for US
to meet Biden

Monitoring Desk
CANBERRA: Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese said he will visit
China in early November
to meet  President  Xi
Jinping, making the an-
nouncement Sunday
hours before he departed
for the United States to
meet with President Joe
Biden.

The Chinese visit
dates were confirmed a
day after Beijing agreed to
review the crippling tar-
iffs it levied on Austra-
lian wine that have effec-
tively blocked trade with
the winemakers’ biggest
export market since 2020.

Albanese will be-
come the first Australian
prime minister to visit
China in  seven  years
when  he  t rave ls  t o
Beijing and Shanghai on
Nov. 4-7.

“It’s in Australia’s
interest to have good re-
lat ions with China,”
Albanese told reporters
at Australian Parliament
House.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassadors of the ECO member States called on Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf exchange views with Ambassador of Indo-
nesia to Pakistan, Adam Mulawarman Tugio  at
naval Headquarter.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing a Breast Cancer Aware-
ness program, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Labourers busy in installing new
pedestrian bridge at IJP Road.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for
communications, Railways and Maritime Affairs,
Shahid Ashraf Tarar hosts French Ambassador
H.E. Nicolas Galey, Investment opportunities and
other matters of mutual interest discussed.

ISLAMABAD: First Lady Begum Samina Alvi addressing a Breast Cancer Awareness program, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Breast cancer awareness message
be disseminated from door to door
to reduce mortality rate: President

IIUI holds int’l conference to
mark success advance

women’s academic leadership

Analysts call upon world to
help stop Israeli aggression
against innocent Palestinians

979 cases challan in
relevant courts during
the special campaign

IHC forms bench to
hear Nawaz’s plea for
revival of his appeals

AC  seals LPG
cylinder outlet,
arrests owner

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
crackdown against illegal
LPG cylinder decanting and
overpricing, Assistant Com-
missioner Rural Zukhruf
Fida Malik Monday sealed
a shop and arrested the
owner on directions of
Deputy Commissioner,
Irfan Nawaz Memon. The
assistant commissioner in-
spected various areas of the
Sub-Division and found the
shop in violation of govern-
ment rates and safety regu-
lations. He issued a stern
warning to other violators,
urging them to comply with
the law.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday called for dissemi-
nating the awareness mes-
sage about breast cancer
from door to door across the
country for early detection
of the disease and reducing
the mortality rate.

He said Pakistan had
successfully handled the
polio disease and that ex-
perience also helped the
government to successfully
cope with COVID-19.
Now the breast cancer
awareness campaign was
being run very effectively.

Addressing a breast
caner awareness
programme at the Aiwan-
e-Sar, the president said
awareness about other key
health issues, including
mental health, stunting, and
women health should also
be raised along with the
breast cancer awareness
campaign as it was very
important to keep women
healthy for a healthy na-
tion.

Highlighting the im-
portance of family system,
President Alvi said that a

woman was the key mem-
ber of a family that must be
kept healthy, financially
empowered, and also safe
from any kind of harass-
ment in the society.

He said empowering
the women economically
was linked to the overall
economic growth of the
country.

He said 24% of the
country’s population was
suffering from mental dis-
ease that was due to a num-
ber of reasons, including
diseases, and financial is-
sues. President Alvi also
stressed the need to control
population by increasing
the access of the people to
long term contraceptive
products as it was key to
development of the coun-
try both in terms of health
and economy.

Citing China’s ex-
ample, the president said
the country’s rapid devel-
opment was due to its spe-
cial focus on health and edu-
cation.

He maintained that
due to lack of resources,
prevention should be fo-

cused to avoid the chronic
disease at a later stage.

First Lady Begum
Samina Alvi urged the
women to learn how to
make self-detection to en-
sure timely diagnose of the
disease.

“Women should make
habit of self-examination
for five months every
month to minimize the
death rate.”

Appreciating the role
of media in success of the
campaign, the First Lady
said the media should con-
tinue its role in raising
awareness about the dis-
ease.

She said she initiated
the breast cancer awareness
campaign five years ago and
now the topic that was
considered a matter of dis-
comfort and taboo to dis-
cuss, was now being dis-
cussed at every level.

Expressing pleasure
over increasing awareness
about the disease, she
hoped that the campaign
would help further increas-
ing the message to every
door across the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The International Islamic
University Islamabad
(IIUI) has hosted the “Less
Talk, More Action: Chang-
ing the Course of Women’s
Academic Leadership” in-
ternational conference.

This transformative
three-day event, held in col-
laboration with the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) Pakistan, brought
together a diverse assembly
of academic luminaries,
shedding light on the path
to advancing women’s aca-
demic leadership.

Academic luminaries
gathered for the opening
ceremony of the interna-

tional conference, setting
the tone for what would be
a transformative event.

Dr. Samina Malik, the
Rector of IIUI, emphasized
the importance of
inclusivity and collabora-
tive discussions, which
were the cornerstone of the
conference.

The event went be-
yond mere paper presenta-
tions, incorporating voices
from diverse backgrounds,
including academics, orga-
nizations such as ILFABET
and HRDN Pakistan, and
international keynote
speakers.

The conference fea-
tured international keynote

speakers who brought in-
valuable insights to the
table.

The University of
Newcastle’s Professor
Penny Jane Burke, Direc-
tor of the Centre of Excel-
lence for Equity in Higher
Education and the Global
Innovation Chair of Equity,
took the stage.

Her address resonated
with the praxis of justice in
academic spaces. Professor
Sara Aiston, Professor in
Public Policy at Teesside
University, uncovered the
insidious ways of silencing
in academia and the need to
empower women to over-
come unjust treatment.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Analysts have called upon
the international commu-
nity to pressure Israel to
stop its aggression against
innocent Palestinians in
Gaza. They said that Israel
had been pursuing a policy
of apartheid against Pales-
tinians for decades.

Taking part in Radio
Pakistan’s current affairs
programme international
relations expert Dr.
Muhammad Khan said that
the situation in the Middle
East was very unfortunate
and tragic. He lamented
that no effort was being
made from any quarters to

stop the aggression of Is-
rael. He said that in this
alarming situation, more and
more Palestinians were dy-
ing in Israeli bomb strikes.

He said that  Israel was
enjoying the support of
Western countries and was
carrying out its lethal cam-
paign against innocent Pal-
estinians with impunity. Dr
Muhammad Khan said the
United Nations has failed
to stop Israel from its geno-
cide of Palestinians. He
opined that the basic objec-
tive of Israel was to expel
Palestinians from Gaza and
other pockets and occupy
the whole area for good.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday
formed a division bench
to hear applications seek-
ing to restore appeals of
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Quaid Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif in two ref-
erences.

The two-judge
bench comprising Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq
and Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb will
hear the pleas on Tues-
day.

Amjad Pervaiz Ad-
vocate, counsel for the
former prime minister,
filed the applications
urging the IHC to restore
his client’s appeals in the
Avenfield property and
Al-Azizia Steel Mills ref-
erences, and give its de-
cisions after hearing ar-
guments on merit.

Nawaz Sharif, in his
pleas, stated that he had
not completely recover
from the illness, how-
ever, he decided to re-

turn to the country due
to miserable economic
conditions.

He said that he was
given imprisonment
sentence by the account-
ability court in his ab-
sence on July 6, 2018. He
had requested the trial
court to delay the judg-
ment as his wife was on
ventilator in a London
hospital, but his request
was rejected.

He came back to Pa-
kistan, remained in jail
and filed appeals against
his conviction, he added.

Nawaz said that his
co-accused Maryam
Nawaz and her husband
had already been acquit-
ted in the Avenfield prop-
erty case.

He said his appeals
were terminated in his
absence as he could not
appear before the court
due to his health issues.
He had not misused his
bail, and had been sub-
mitting his medical re-
ports regularly to Lahore
High Court (LHC).

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Following
the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO) Dr
Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police
undertakes a 10-day special
drive under the supervision
of CPO Operations to
streamline the pending
cases, complete challans,
and apprehend proclaimed
offenders and court
absconders, a public rela-
tions officer said. He said
that, during the campaign, a
total of 979 cases were
challaned in relevant courts
and 113 accused, including
proclaimed offenders and 66
court absconders, were appre-
hended. Additionally, in the
period from 2018 to 2022,
986 pending cases were suc-
cessfully prosecuted.

The Capital Police
Officer Operations division
Shakir Hussain Dawar di-

rected SSP Operations and
other officials to ensure the
completion of pending
cases and the presentation
of challans in relevant
courts, aiming to ensure the
arrest of criminals involved
in heinous crimes such as
murder and other serious
offenses.

During the 10-day
special drive, the Islamabad
Capital Police teams en-
sured the fulfillment of all
legal requirements, main-
taining transparency and
efficiency in the processing
of cases reported during the
current year, while also suc-
cessfully completing the
challans of 986 pending
cases from 2018 to 2022.

ICCPO Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan commended the
performance of Islamabad
Capital Police teams, em-
phasizing the continuation
of such initiatives in the
future as well.

Turkiye, Iran, Malaysia, Qatar
and Pakistan advocating a new

forum of Islamic states, Diplomat
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Turkish Ambassador
to Pakistan, Mehmet
Pacaci, said that the bilat-
eral relations are not only
deep-rooted and time-
tested, and have entered a
new era of modern coopera-
tion as both the countries
are making new strides in
technological cooperation
and revitalizing geo-eco-
nomics.

He was addressing the
Distinguished Lecture Se-
ries, titled ‘Diplomatic Re-
flections’ at Islamabad
Policy Research Institute
(IPRI) on Monday, Octo-
ber 23.

The learned scholar
who holds a PhD in ‘Tafsir
and Hadith’ and had worked
relentlessly for Islamic soli-
darity and campaigned
against Islamophobia, called
for greater unity among the
Muslim world, and hinted
at reigniting a new spirit in
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).

To a question, he said
that the proposed neo-align-
ment between Turkiye,
Iran, Malaysia, Qatar and
Pakistan for advocating a
new forum of Islamic states
is very much on cards, and
must be looked into as a
mark of congenial coopera-
tion without any divide.

At the same time, he

stressed on the utility of
OIC and pointed out the
efforts presently being
undertaken by it to ad-
dress the imbroglio and
massacre in Gaza. He
hoped that the Foreign
Ministers’ moot in Cairo
will be a success, and
something positive will
emerge out of it.

He blamed the United
States for Israeli transgres-
sion, and said that it is act-
ing as the biggest obstacle
in resolving the Palestin-
ian crisis.

He, however, regret-
ted that the volume of
trade between the two
countries is not up to the
potential, as they are well
behind the $1 billion mark.
He hoped that the same
should surpass well above
$5billion, and urged upon
the trade and commerce
bodies to work together
for greater integration and
initiatives. He pointed out
at the Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) signed be-
tween the two countries,
and was relieved that it is
operational at the moment
and is making headway in
renewed cooperation.
Nonetheless, he saw
hurdles in its way and the
prime to obstruct are geo-
political fissures as the
region is in turmoil.

Chairman Senate meets
Chairman of CPPC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
on Monday met with Wang
Huning, the Chairman of
the National Committee of
the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Confer-
ence (CPPCC).

The Chairman ex-
pressed his delight at the
warm hospitality extended
to his delegation and con-
gratulated Mr. Wang Huning
on his appointment as the
Chairman of the CPPCC
and the successful “Two
Sessions” held earlier this
year.

According to news re-
lease received here the
Chairman emphasized the
enduring friendship be-
tween Pakistan and China,
citing it as the cornerstone
of Pakistan’s foreign policy,
enjoying unanimous public
and institutional support.
Both nations pledged unwa-
vering support for each
other on key issues, includ-
ing the “One China” policy
and the South China Sea.

Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani commended the
momentum of high-level
exchanges and expressed
gratitude for China’s invi-
tation to the Pakistan Prime
Minister to the 3rd Belt and
Road Forum.

He looked forward to
President Xi Jinping’s visit
to Pakistan.

The Chairman high-
lighted the rich history of
friendly exchanges between
the CPPCC and the Senate
of Pakistan and under-
scored Pakistan’s support
for China during the
COVID-19 outbreak and
legislative measures taken
in Hong Kong.

The Chairman Senate
expressed sincere apprecia-
tion for China’s generous
support for Pakistan’s eco-
nomic stability and devel-
opment.

He emphasized the stra-
tegic significance of CPEC
as the flagship of the Belt
and Road Initiative and en-
couraged more Chinese
companies to invest in Pa-
kistan.

Chairman Senate
stressed the importance of
close communication in
strengthening the Pakistan-
China All-Weather Strategic
Cooperative Partnership.
He also extended a warm
invitation to Mr. Wang
Huning to visit Pakistan.

Mr. Wang Huning gra-
ciously accepted the invi-
tation and mentioned that
he would report the warm
invitation to President Xi
Jinping.

Six healthcare
establishments sealed

over malpractices
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Healthcare
Regulatory Authority
(IHRA) has sealed six
Healthcare Establishments
(HCEs) in different areas of
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT).

IHRA inspection
teams carried out inspec-
tions of 88 Healthcare Es-
tablishments in different
areas of ICT during the past
four weeks.

Mustehsan Medical
Center, City Medical Cen-
ter, Ahmed Labs and Blood
Bank, Habib Medical Cen-
ter, Dua Rehabilitation
Center, Axis Dental Clinic
and dental lab were sealed
due to malpractices like not
getting registration with
IHRA, unhygienic condi-
tions and absence of proper
waste management system,
keeping expired kits and
reagents and unqualified
staff rendering medical ser-

vices.
The IHRA suspended

the services of six
Healthcare Establishments
(HCEs) over different medi-
cal non-compliances.

Hello Esthetics Hair
and Skin Studio, Iqbal Pa-
thology Lab (Inside Mishal
Clinic), Dr. Neelam Ayub-
Skin Aesthetics and Laser
Clinic, Ayaz Hope Clinic,
Tooth Care Dental Clinic,
Civic Care Hospital were
suspended.

Similarly, 54
Healthcare Establishments
were served notices for mi-
nor non-compliances and
instructed to comply with
the directions given by the
inspections team.

As many as 17 HCEs
were found closed upon ar-
rival by inspection teams.
Five Healthcare Establish-
ments were recommended
for registration and revoca-
tion of suspension.

14 new Corona
cases reported
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Health officials have said
that 14 new coronavirus
cases were reported during
the last week across the
country. As per data shared
by the National Institute of
Health (NIH), the case posi-
tivity ratio was 0.66 per-
cent while no patient was
in critical condition.

No death was reported
from the coronavirus while
2,112 Covid-19 tests were
conducted.

Meanwhile, the official
of the Ministry for Na-
tional Health Services,
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion said that the govern-
ment had strengthened the
role of Border and Health
Services in Pakistan to deal
with any sub-variant of
Covid-19. e said there was
a surveillance system at all
entry points of the coun-
try including airports.
There will be rapid tests and
screening of passengers at
all airports.

Call to resolve
Palestine,

Kashmir issues
for world peace
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President of the Institute of
Peace and Development
(INSPAD), an international
organization active for
peace and religious har-
mony, Dr. Sardar
Muhammad Tahir
Tabassum has called for the
protection of the Al Aqsa
Mosque, the first Qibla, and
securing the rights of the
Palestinian and Kashmiri
people for peace in the
Middle East and South Asia
and the world at large.

3-day Islamabad
Literature

Festival to start
on Friday

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Oxford University
Press (OUP) to hold a
three-day 9th Edition of the
Islamabad Literature Festi-
val (ILF) from November 3
to 5 at the Gandhara Citi-
zen Club in F-9 Park.

The festival is being
held in collaboration with
CDA, Getz Pharma Paki-
stan, Kaizen Paint Pvt Ltd,
British Council and other
supporters.

With the overarching
theme of ‘People, Planet,
Possibilities,’ ILF prom-
ises an array of captivat-
ing keynotes, engaging
conversations, book
launches, exhibitions, and
film screenings.

The inaugural event
on November 3 will be
opened to the public, fea-
turing thought-provoking
addresses by Arshad Saeed
Husain, Managing Director
OUP; Jane Marriott, High
Commissioner of the
United Kingdom; and
Khalid Mahmood, Manag-
ing Director, Getz Pharma
Pvt. Ltd.

IRSA releases 90,800 cusecs water
ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River System Authority
(IRSA) on Monday released 90,800 cusecs water from
various rim stations with inflow of 67,400 cusecs.

According to the data released by IRSA, the water
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1528.76 feet and
was 130.76 feet higher than its dead level of 1,398 feet.
The water inflow and outflow in the dam was recorded as
33,100 cusecs and 35,000 cusecs respectively.

The water level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam was
1208.55 feet, which was 158.55 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet.

Nilofar stresses
implementing

laws regarding
women rights

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The chairperson of the Na-
tional Commission on the
Status of Women (NCSW),
Nilofar Bakhtiar Monday
called for creating public
awareness of the imple-
mentation of laws on
women’s rights and high-
lighting women’s participa-
tion is crucial for making in-
formed choices within fami-
lies.

“It is a collective re-
sponsibility of society to
discourage negative atti-
tudes and promote positive
trends of equality and tol-
erance”, she emphasised
while talking to a Private
news channel.

“Women always
played a fundamental role
in the development of coun-
tries and ending sexual vio-
lence was the need of the
hour”, she mentioned.

AIOU to close
enrolment for

continue students
tomorrow

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) is cur-
rently offering admis-
sions in Associate Degree
in Arts (BA General), As-
sociate Degree in Com-
merce (B.Com), Associ-
ate Degree in Education,
BS (ODL), B.Ed, BBA,
and postgraduate di-
ploma programs for se-
mester autumn 2023.

The last date for en-
rolment of continuing
students is tomorrow
(Wednesday, October 25)
while new students can
take admission until No-
vember 7, 2023, without
any late fee charges, said
a press release on Mon-
day.

Admission forms
and prospectus of all the
programs are available
on the universi ty
website.

USAID organizes strategic
planning dialogue for VCs

of 16 Pak universities
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United States Agency
for International Develop-
ment (USAID), through its
Higher Education System
Strengthening Activity, or-
ganized a strategic plan-
ning dialogue for Vice Chan-
cellors of 16 Pakistani uni-
versities.

Leaders from the
public sector universities
gathered to share the stra-
tegic plans that each uni-
versity is developing.

During the dialogue,
university leaders reflected
on best practices in
academia, research, and
governance to kickstart
their institution-specific
strategic planning.

The Higher Education
System Strengthening Ac-
tivity (HESSA), imple-
mented by the University
of Utah, brings together an

extensive international
network of experienced
college and university plan-
ners to support its partner
universities in strengthen-
ing their institutional and
technical capacities for
strategic planning.

The opening session
of this 2-day event was
chaired by Ms. Maura
O’Brien, Deputy Mis-
sion Director USAID/
Pakistan, alongside Dr.
Michael Barber, Univer-
sity of Utah, and Dr. Aslam
Chaudhry, Chief of Party
HESSA.

During the event ,
Vice Chancellors began
developing their univer-
sity strategic plans. Over
the next few weeks, Vice
Chancellors will activate
planning teams on their
campuses to complete
strategic planning.


