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BEIJING: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar and Chinese Premi

er Li Qiang met on the sidelines of 3rd Belt and

Strongly condemns Israeli airstrike on Gaza Hospital

CM urges UN, int’l community
to play effective role for stopping
Israeli brutalities against Palestinians

Independent Report

QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki has
strongly condemned the
Israeli forces airstrike on a
hospital of Gaza that
martyred at least 500
people and wounded sev-
eral others.

In an official condem-
nation issued here on
Wednesday, the caretaker
Chief Minister said that the
government of Balochistan
strongly condemn the cru-
elties and brutality of Is-

rael against the oppressed
Palestinians.

He particularly re-
ferred to the Israeli air raid
that hit the yard of a hos-
pital in central Gaza and
termed it an extreme of
brutalism and wildest act.

The caretaker Chief
Minister said that the mar-
tyrdom of over 500 people
in the Israeli attack is the
biggest human tragedy.

He said that the health
establishments and institu-
tions can’t be targeted in a
war situation under the in-
ternational laws.

However, by carrying
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QUETTA: Caretaker Federal Minister for Educa-
tion and Professional Training Madad Ali Sindhi
distributing certificates in a graduation ceremony
under PM’s Youth Skills Development Program at
University of Balochistan.

Madad Ali Sindhi says
Measures being taken to

improve quality of education

in country,

QUETTA: (APP)- Federal
Caretaker Minister for
Education Madad Ali
Sindhi on Tuesday
that practical measures
were being taken to
improve quality of
education in country in-
cluding Balochistan by
addressing issues of edu-
cation on emergency ba-
sis.

He expressed these
views while addressing as
chief guest at ceremony of
certificates distributing
among the passed out stu-

Balochistan

dents under the Prime
Minister Youth Skill De-
velopment Program at the
University of Balochistan,
Quetta organized by the
National Vocational and
Technical Training Com-
mission.

In the fourth batch of
the Prime Minister’s
Youth Skill Development
Program, 3895 students
from across Balochistan
graduated, out of which
83 students from Quetta
were awarded certificates in
the ceremony.

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan conducted successful test
of Ababeel Weapon System, the test flight was aimed
at re-validating various design, technical param-
eters and performance evaluation of different sub-
systems of the weapon system.
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out airstrike, Israel did ex-
treme of barbarism and
cruelty, Mr. Domki con-
demned adding that the
United Nations should
play its effective role to
stop such extreme brutal-
ity ending mum on the
Palestina situation and
Israel’s barbarism.

He also urged the in-
ternational community to
play its role to end the be-
siege of Israel at Gaza
strip. He also appealed to
ensure implementation on
the international laws for
provision of medical emer-
gency treatment in Gaza.

Caretaker Govt
to ensure fair
elections in

country: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi
Wednesday said that fun-
damental responsibility of
the caretaker government
was to provide a conducive
environment for elections
and monitor the electoral
process.

This was stated by him,
during separate meetings
with Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz) leader
Mussadiq Malik and Paki-
stan People’s Party leader
Syed Akhunzada Chattan.

During the meetings,
issues of mutual interest
including upcoming general
elections were discussed.

Murtaza Solangi said
that peaceful transfer of
power was topmost prior-
ity of the caretaker dispen-
sation.

The minister assured
both the leaders that care-
taker government would
ensure that elections were
conducted in fair, transpar-
ent and impartial elections.

QESCO arrears
reach Rs.578 bn
against defaulters

in Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Quetta
Electric Supply Company
(QESCO) has announced
that the arrears of the
Company against the de-
faulters have reached up-
to Rs. 578 billion in the
province.

According to the
QESCO spokesman, only
the agriculture consumers
have to pay Rs. 437 bil-
lion to QESCO.

The provincial gov-
ernment has to pay Rs.
48.63 billion on account of
the agriculture subsidy.

Similarly, the federal
government is required to
pay Rs. 23 billion on ac-
count of the agriculture
subsidy.

Moreover, the dues of
Rs. 2.98 billion are pay-
able against federal govern-
ment departments operat-
ing in the province.

The QESCO said that
there are arrears of Rs.
34.17 billion against the
Balochistan government
on account of the electric-
ity utility bills.

According to him, Rs.
32.56 billion are outstand-
ing against the domestic,
commercial and industrial
consumers in the prov-
ince.

President condemns Israel
attack on Gaza hospital;
calls for immediate ceasefire

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday strongly con-
demning the brutal Israeli
attack on Al-Ahly Al-
Mamadany Hospital in
Gaza, called upon the in-
ternational community to
hold Israel accountable for
its war crimes.

He also urged the world
community to take urgent
measures to bring an imme-
diate halt to the Israeli bom-
bardment and the ongoing
siege of Gaza.

According to media re-
ports, hundreds of Palestin-
ians were killed on Tues-
day when Israel carried out
air strikes on a hospital and
a refugee camp in Gaza,
where people had sought

shelter to escape the relent-
less bombing on residential
areas.

The president ex-
pressed his deep shock
over the tragic loss of inno-
cent lives due to the brutal
and inhuman Israeli
airstrike, saying that Israel
has trampled all interna-
tional and moral norms by
killing thousands of inno-
cent people, women and
children and then bombing
a hospital, where patients
were seeking emergency
treatment.

President Alvi voiced
concern that Israel contin-
ued to commit war crimes
by indiscriminately target-
ing civilian populations and
health facilities.

Refugees will be sent
back to their country
with dignity: Achakzai

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan Caretaker
Minister for Information
Jan Achakzai said on
Wednesday that Pakistan
will deport all illegal Afghan
immigrants by November

While talking to media
here, he shared over 1,000
Afghan families have left
Pakistan so far, and around

where illegal immigrants are
living in the province.

Achakzai said that refu-
gees have been treated with
hospitality for the last 40
years, and now they would
be sent back to their coun-
try with dignity. He added
that no political pressure will
be tolerated in that regard
and illegal migrants will have
to leave Pakistan.
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empowering Balochistan's Youth

250 families are returning
to Afghanistan via the
Chaman border daily,

The minister also said
that the government has
compiled complete data on

The state has taken
some principled decisions
and they will strictly follow
it, he said adding that after
the deadline, the illegal resi-
dents will be sent back.

Jamali emphasizes upon adopting
modern DRR methods based on
local challenges facing economy

Independent Report

QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Home, Mir Muhammad
Zubair Jamali has empha-
sized upon adopting the
modern methods of Di-
saster Risk Reduction
(DRR) based on the lo-
cal challenges and re-
quirements facing the de-
veloping economies.

The Minister for
Home was speaking at spe-
cial ceremony organised at
the Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women University on
Wednesday.

The Minister Home
was the chief guest at the
session that marked the In-
ternational Disaster Risk

The Vice Chancellor
SBKWU, Professor Dr.
Sajida Noreen, Dr. Ghulam
Murtaza, and other con-
cerned high ups besides the
faculty of University and
students.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Zubair Jamali said that
natural disasters can’t be
ended, however we have
gathered here to ponder
upon how to reduce them.

He said that it is our
priority to take necessary
steps for provision of the
relief to masses during
natural disasters.

Meanwhile, an aware-
ness walk was also
organised marking the Inter-
national Disaster Risk Re-
duction Day in the univer-
sity.

PM Kakar says

Pakistan committed to
work with China, regional
partners on goals of open
global economy, connectivity

Pakistan, China agree to further strengthen
high-level engagement, deepen multiple ties

BEIJING (APP): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Wednesday
said Pakistan was commit-
ted to working with China
and other regional partners
in achieving the ideals of an
open global economy and
promoting connectivity on
a trans-continental scale.
“With shared responsi-
bility and by embracing the
vision of working together,
we can create a brighter,
peaceful, and sustainable
future for ourselves and for
our generations,” he said in
his address at the high-level
event of the Third Belt and
Road Forum (BRF) on
‘Connectivity in an Open

Global Economy’.

The two-day forum,
which marked the 10 years
of the multi-billion dollar
cross-regional Belt and
Road Initiative, kicked off
in China’s capital Beijing
with representatives from
140 countries in atten-
dance.

PM Kakar said Paki-
stan endorsed China’s vi-
sion of global connectivity
and also looked forward to
joining hands with other
partners across borders and
regions to materialize the
projects.

“I am hopeful that to-
gether we can shape a world
with the bonds that unite

BEIJING: Caretaker Prime M
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inister Anwaa-ul-Haq Kakar meets Secre-

us together, rather than the
forces that divide us,” he
said.

The prime minister
congratulated President Xi
Jinping for his revolution-
ary idea of the Belt and
Road Initiative launched 10
years ago that proved in-
strumental in bringing com-
mon development and
shared prosperity.

He termed enhanced
connectivity a profound
factor in development and
progress in the modern age
of globalization.

“The BRI’s concept of
shared future for mankind
is not about road and rail-
way infrastructure, but

o
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tary General of United Nations Antonio Guterres on the sidelines of 3rd Belt

and Road Forum, Beijing.

Governor for
improving relations
of federation with

provinces further

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that there are pleasant rela-
tions between the federation
and provinces, however,
these relations are needed
to be improved further.

The Governor was
speaking to the Governor
Punjab, Balighur Rehman,
whom he met in Lahore on
Wednesday.

During the course of
meeting, the matters related
to the inter- provincial co-
ordination, political situa-
tion and profitable pros-
pects of investment were
discussed. Speaking on the
occasion, the Governor
Kakar stressed the need to
strengthen further relations
between the federation and
provinces.

Both the leaders were
of the strong view that the
bonds between the federa-
tion and provinces should
be improved further.

Abdul Hameed
Mengal assumes

charge of
Chairman IRSA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Member Balochistan Abdul
Hameed Mengal assumed
the charge of Chairman
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) here
Wednesday for period of
one year. “In accordance
with Chapter-II, Section 4,
Clauses (2) & (3) of IRSA
Act XXII of 1992, Abdul
Hameed Mengal, Member
IRSA (Balochistan) has as-
sumed the charge of the of-
fice of Chairman IRSA for
a period of one year with
effect from October, 18
2023”, said a notification

issued here.

Reduction day.

By

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Minister for Home, Mir Muhammad Zubair
Jamali and Vice Chancellor SBK Women’s University Prof. Dr. Sajida Naureen
leading a walk in connection with International Disaster Risk Reduction day.

PM urges UN Secy General
to ask Israel to stop violence

against Palestinians

BEIJING (APP):Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Wednesday urged the United Nations Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres to play a role in stop-
ping Israel s violence against Palestinians.

The prime minister and the UN s top diplomat met in
Beijing on the sidelines of the Third Belt and Road Forum.

“We demand an end to this indiscriminate targeting
and urge the international community to act swiftly to stop
the violence and hold those responsible accountable,” the
prime minister posted on social media platform X after
his meeting with Guterres.

PM Kakar strongly condemned the Israeli attack on
Al-Ahly Al-Mamadany Hospital in Gaza, causing immense

civilian casualties.

He termed targeting a hospital, a sanctuary for those
in need, an “indefensible act of inhumanity”.

International humanitarian law gives protection to
hospitals and medical personnel, he added.

CEC vows to utilize all
resources for transparent,
peaceful election

QUETTA (APP): Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja on
Wednesday stressed the

the Civil Secretariat Quetta
to assess the prepara-
tions for the upcoming
general elections, Raja

importance of utilizing all
available resources to con-
duct a transparent and
peaceful election in the
country.

Chairing a meeting at

emphasized the importance
of close collaboration be-
tween the caretaker gov-
ernment and the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP).

Inside story of PTI leaders meeting with president:
Imran ready to talk to

everyone including
establishment

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Inside story of PTI leaders
meeting with president Arif
Alvi has come to open.

PTI information secre-
tary Rauf Hassan and law-
yer Umair Niazi conveyed
important message of PTI
chairman Imran Khan to the
president. Former Prime
Minister (PM) is ready to
talk to everyone including
establishment.

President Arif Alvi has
been given the task ofhold-
ing talks with political par-
ties and establishment.

Sources said chairman

PTI has shown willingness
to walk alongside all.

Former PM wants role
of president on the matter
of participation of PTI in
general election freely and
independently.

Chairman PTI has di-
rected President to meet
and convey his message to
military leadership.

Sources further said
proposal was given to con-
stitute high level team for
talks under president Arif
Alvi. Former PM is ready to
review his stance with refer-
ence to May 9 incidents.
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Israel’s Extreme
barbarism in Gaza

The Israel’s naked aggression and barbarism in form of
airstrike on a hospital of Gaza is nothing but heartbreaking
for the humanity especially the Muslims all over the globe.
It has shaken the nerves of every one leaving them in a
state of shock. The people even the conscious ones in the
so-called civilized developed west are grieved over the
extreme brutality demonstrated and being demonstrated
by Israel’s inhuman leadership towards the Palestinians
for last several days. As a result of the brutality and cru-
elty unleashed by Israel and its forces, thousands have so
been martyred and thousand others wounded.

And now what’s extreme happened is the airstrike of
the Israeli forces in Gaza and that targeted a hospital there
martyring over 800 people and wounding several others.

The media reports suggested that the Al-Ahli Hospi-
tal located in the central Gaza Strip was bombed without
any prior warning, causing severe destruction which would
prevent the hospital from continuing and providing medi-
cal services for thousands of people. There are “hundreds
of victims” under the rubble of a Gaza hospital compound
that was hit by Israeli bombing, said the Health Ministry
in the besieged coastal enclave.

The incident stands as the bloodiest single occurrence
in Gaza since Israel initiated a relentless bombing cam-
paign in retaliation for a deadly cross-border Hamas as-
sault on southern Israeli communities earlier in October.

Needless to mention those martyred were included
injured during the shelling and bombing by Israel in Gaza
and other adjacent areas. What’s agony and pitiful is that
the martyred also include doctors and health workers serv-

ing in the Hospital.

Seeing the worst on-ground situation, one thing is
very much clear that humanity has just ended on part of
Israel. One can term the huge massacre occurred in a Gaza
hospital a holocaust. It is an Israeli state-sponsored mas-
sacre of the innocent people in Gaza and other Palestinian

territory.

Earlier, a UN-run school in central Gaza where 4,000
people are sheltering was hit during an Israeli airstrike,
killing at least six people. Entire neighbourhoods have been
razed and survivors are left with dwindling supplies of
food, water and fuel. “The situation is catastrophic be-
yond what I could have imagined,” said Jamil Abdullah, A
Palestinian-Swede, hoping to flee the blockaded enclave,
said, “There are corpses in the streets. Buildings are crash-
ing down on their inhabitants. Blood is everywhere. The
smell of the dead is everywhere.” “Enough!” cried
Mohamed Abu Zaid, counting about 20 family members
killed in one strike. “How long will this continue for?”

The UN agency for Palestinian refugees says more
than one million Palestinians—almost half of Gaza’s popu-
lation of 2.4 million—have fled their homes. World Health
Organization regional director Ahmed Al-Mandhari told
AFP that Gaza was barrelling towards “real catastrophe”.
Since Israel’s evacuation order in north Gaza, entire fami-
lies, young children and the elderly have gathered belong-
ings and fled to southern Gaza, bedding down in any avail-

able space, indoors and out.

In this catastrophic situation in Gaza and adjoining
areas, the west media is just exposed as it is not reporting
exactly what’s going on in Gaza and with innocent Pales-

tinian.

However, following the attack, Russia and the UAE
requested an urgent meeting of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council over the Gaza hospital strike.

The heat is on

It was a hot one. In fact,
climate scientists who
study Earth’s temperature
have found that Septem-
ber 2023 was perhaps the
hottest September ever re-
corded.

According to The
Washington Post, the sci-
entists’ early analysis re-
vealed that global tem-
peratures surged last
month by over half a de-
gree Celsius. While scien-
tists have long known and
forecast Earth’s rising
temperature, the fact that
it rose so much in just one
month suggests what
most of us are already
aware of: that the various
governments and
transnational
organisations pretending
to grapple with climate
change will not be able to
stop it. Given this most re-
cent rise, Earth is now
1.7°C to 1.8°C warmer than
it was prior to the Indus-
trial Revolution.
Copernicus — the Euro-
pean Union’s Earth Obser-
vation Programme — is
predicting that the aver-
age temperature this year
will ultimately be 1.4°C
warmer than before
industrialisation, shatter-
ing records that are thou-
sands of years old.

In addition to global
warming by the rampant
and unchecked use of
fossil fuels, the El Nifio
weather system is also
putting pressure on the
climate. The Post points
out that besides global
warming induced by the
greenhouse effect, El Nifio
is adding to the tempera-
ture increase.

It is difficult not to
feel a sense of gloom and
foreboding over this wors-
ening state of affairs that
has already unleashed
catastrophic  weather

events all over the world.
Pakistan is still reeling from
the after-effects of the
floods that devastated the
country last year, while
other states are dealing
with hurricanes, storms,
and avalanches.

Major cities around
the world have experi-
enced sharp increases in
temperatures, some €x-
ceeding beyond 10 per
cent.

One of the highest
temperature increases
was seen in the Turkish
capital of Ankara whose
temperature was reported
to have increased by 18.2
per cent since 2019. The
average temperature in
that city has increased
from 22.4°C to 26.4°C.
Temperatures in Athens
and Seoul have similarly
witnessed significant in-
creases.

The numbers overall
are forbidding and fright-
ening. Not only do they
show that the climate ca-
tastrophe is truly en-
trenched, but they also
reveal another dark truth:
the fact that governments
in places such Seoul or
Ankara or in any of the
other much hotter cities
have been completely in-
effectual in pushing any
proposal that can receive
even a basic level of glo-
bal acceptance.

Translated, this
means that the world is
quite literally turning into
a hot and messy hellscape
and those who could stop
it have utterly failed to do
so. Considered against
the backdrop of this situ-
ation, the entire series of
COP summits seems a ri-
diculous waste of time. To
the extent that countries
are willing to commit to re-
ducing emissions — in
whatever way they prom-
ise — it is obviously too
late and not enough.

If temperatures con-
tinue to increase by 1°C
or more above the current
levels, billions of people
largely in the Middle East
and South Asia will find
themselves living in areas
where the temperature will
be too high for humans to
survive.

According to a
study published in the
journal of the National
Academy of Sciences,
there is already plenty of
evidence of heatwaves
lasting longer, being more
intense and causing diffi-
cult health conditions
even among the young
and healthy.

The hot September
of 2023 has already pro-
duced temperatures that
exceed the Paris Agree-
ment target of keeping the
increase below 1.5°C. This
has much to do with emis-
sions continuing their
wild unchecked trajectory.
If this goes on, the out-
come will be unlivable
bands of extreme heat in
North and South America.

Times like these en-
courage dark thoughts
and predictions of the end
of days. The most fright-
ening thing about these is
that some of the people
who peddle them seem
actually invested in has-
tening a calamitous ‘Day
of Judgement’.

Evangelical Chris-
tians from the US have
been gleefully watching
the cataclysm in Gaza
because they believe it
to be a sign of the end
times. Proponents of
this idea include none
other than former US
vice president Mike
Pence. This dangerous
lot is so confident of
this idea of the end
times that rabid wars
and the transformation
of Earth into a living hell
seem to them par for the
course. The sheer excess
of the catastrophe that
prevails across the world
makes our present an ee-
rie and unpredictable mo-
ment. One cannot help
but stop and wonder
whether our parents or
grandparents ever saw
such an excess of chaos
and tumult. Surely, we
cannot be the first ones
to stand frozen before the
collapse all around us.
Science seems to suggest
that we very well might be
the first, and by dint of that
truth are, very unfortu-
nately, cursed. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

The dispossessed

Mahir Ali

Last Saturday, a majority
of Australian voters de-
cided to disallow the de-
scendants of  their
continent’s original inhab-
itants constitutional recog-
nition via a ‘voice to par-
liament’. The result of the
referendum was not a sur-
prise.

Opinion polls had
predicted the result,
though perhaps not the
proportions of the defeat
of a relatively straightfor-
ward proposition. It en-
tailed the recognition of the
historical status of indig-
enous Australians —
whose ancestors had
dwelt on the land for some
60,000 years before Euro-
peans ‘discovered’ it and
the British colonised it —
and setting up a represen-
tative body to advise par-
liament and the executive
government on matters af-
fecting Aboriginal people.

Their disadvantages
in metrics ranging from
health and education to
housing, life expectancy
and juvenile incarceration
rates are appalling, and
usually recognised. What
could be done about this
remains controversial. The
proposal for indigenous
Australians having a say
in relevant policymaking
came from the 2017 Uluru
Statement from the Heart,
based on extended com-
munity consultations, and
was initially rejected by the
broader political class.

When the Labor Party
embraced it ahead of last
year’s election and then
proposed a referendum af-
ter gaining power, the ma-
jority appeared to back the
idea. But the support rap-
idly went south once the
main opposition parties
launched a campaign
against the notion that
embraced the rejectionism

of the far right and un-
leashed a flood of misin-
formation, disinformation
and abuse that reflected
the Brexit and Trump phe-
nomena. Inevitably, a lot of
latent racist scum surfaced
during a lopsided national
debate in which much of
the media knowingly con-
tributed to the confusion.

Indigenous Austra-
lians comprise less than
four per cent of the popu-
lation and their ‘voice’
would hardly have affected
anyone else. Even this mi-
nor concession proved
too hard to swallow,
mainly for the older, poorer
and less well-educated
segments. Small wonder,
then, that forces of conser-
vatism everywhere, di-
rectly or otherwise, dis-
miss the concept of ad-
equate mass education,
which would deprive them
of their constituency.

Given this state of the
world, it’s no surprise that
Australia’s retrogressive
own goal barely registered
as a blip on the interna-
tional radar. But the dispos-
session that underlies this
saga is not completely at
variance with the settler-
colonialism that relegates
Palestinians to the status
of a people who are, just
about, to be tolerated pro-
vided they obediently be-
have themselves and tumn
the other cheek to every
blow.

Obviously, there are
vast differences of time and
scale, yet there is a com-
mon history of disposses-
sion and extermination
campaigns. Raz Segal, an
Israeli and an associate
professor of Holocaust
and genocide studies in
the US, has referred to the
catastrophe unfolding in
Gaza as a textbook case of
“intent to commit geno-
cide”, amid “shameful
use” of the grotesque his-
tory of the Holocaust that
includes comparing the
victims to Nazis in order
to “justify, rationalise, dis-
tort [and] disavow mass
violence against Palestin-
ians”.

The West’s reaction
to the Middle Eastern ex-
plosion has unqualified

support for the oppressor,
amid sporadic attempts —
from Europe and the US
to Australia — to shut
down public expressions
of support for the op-
pressed. It’s not just ap-
propriate but essential to
condemn the atrocities
that Hamas committed on
Oct 7. And it’s thoroughly
hypocritical not to apply
the same standards when
Israel — which purports
to be a nation-state rather
than a terrorist
organisation — perpe-
trates similar violence by
somewhat different
means.

The US has been
rushing weapons to a
nuclear-armed state with
one of the biggest arse-
nals of conventional arms
and supposedly the
region’s most efficient
military force. That wasn’t
enough, so a couple of air-
craft carriers named after
ex-presidents Ford and
Eisenhower are muddying
the waters nearby to guard
their biggest asset in the
Middle East. And yet an-
other old (but not ex)
president, Joe Biden, will
arrive in Israel today as a
symbol of US support. He
has lately advised Israel
against pre-2005-style
reoccupation of the Gaza
Strip. It’s hardly a secret,
though, that among its
dedicated circle of friends,
Israel tends to get away
with murder.

Even mass murder,
which will no doubt inten-
sify with the imminent
ground invasion of Gaza.
The rest of the world paid
no attention as the “eth-
nic cleansing” in the West
Bank intensified in the past
week. Barring some of
Australia’s island
neighbours, it will also
likely turn a blind eye to
the deplorable but much
less alarming turn of events
in what has (not entirely
accurately) been tagged
as “the Pacific Israel”.

It must be hoped
that Hezbollah and Iran
don’t step into the Mid-
east cauldron, but don’t
expect Israel to desist
from stirring the pot. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

PM Kakar says

Pakistan as initial beneficiary
appreciates, supports BRI

BEIJING (APP): Pakistan
has consistently expressed
great appreciation and
strong support for the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)
proposed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
was willing to learn from
China’s development
experience, Caretaker
Prime Minister,Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar said talking
to the Chinese media.
Kakar, who was
invited to attend the

third Belt and Road
Forum for International
Cooperation in Beijing,
said that the Pakistanis
valued the great vision
embodied in the BRI,
which advocated bringing
peace and prosperity

through economic
development.
The Pakistani

delegation, comprising top-
level officials from the
economic, industrial,
security, and other

departments, was eagerly
anticipating Dbilateral
discussions with Chinese
officials during the visit,
engaging in dialogue and
interaction with Chinese
think tanks and media as
well, he said.
Emphasizing the
significant
accomplishments of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), an
exemplary project of the

has  brought great
development and bright
prospects to his
hometown of southwest
Balochistan province.

Launched in 2013, the
CPEC was a corridor
linking the Gwadar port in
southwestern Pakistan
with Kashgar in northwest
China’s Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region,
which highlights energy,
transport and industrial
cooperation.
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Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar and

Catarinis or negy Muhammad Ali

witnessing the signing ceremony of MoU between United Energy Group of China and Pakistan Refinery
Limited for investment in the petroleum sector of Pakistan, Beijing.

BRI, Kakar said the CPEC

DUBAI Caretaker Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication Dr. Umar
Saif in a group photo after meeting with Regional GM of Cisco at GITEX

Global 2023.

Direct air flights between Pakistan, Nigeria
can enhance trade: High Commissioner

FAISALABAD (APP):
High Commissioner of
Nigeria in Pakistan Mr.
Mohammad Bello Abioye
has said that direct air
flights between Pakistan
and Nigeria can play a key
role in enhancing bilateral
trade.

Addressing the
business community in
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI), he said that he has
taken various measures to
ensure exchange of
information, B2B
meetings and simple visa
policy to facilitate the
serious entrepreneurs. He
said that during the last
two years visa
applications are being

processed within 48
hours.

He acknowledged the
socio-economic
importance of Faisalabad
and said that textile is an
iconic representation of
this city at the global level.
He said that he has
developed friendly
relations with  the
business community and
‘we are exploiting this
friendship to promote
bilateral trade’. He also
termed Nigeria as a land of
opportunities and said
that the Pakistani business
community should avail
from this facility.

He said that China
and  Malaysia are
investing in Nigeria and

Pakistan should also
explore new opportunities
for investment in various
sectors. He said, “Textile
owners should also set up
their units in Nigeria as we
have surplus cotton.”

Responding to a
question, he said that
Pakistani businessmen
could also invest in the
cashew-nut processing
sector.

Earlier President
FCCI Dr. Khurram Tariq
welcomed the guests and
said that Faisalabad is
designed on the pattern of
Union Jack in 1898. “It
made tremendous
progress and now it has
emerged as textile capital
of the Pakistan”.

PM highlights govt’s
business friendly,
pro-investment initiatives

BEIJING (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Wednesday said that the
government was taking
business-friendly and pro-
investment initiatives to
bring about the economic
development in the
country.

The prime minister,
in a meeting with a
delegation of East Sea
Group led by Chairman
Fang Yulong, highlighted
pro-business policies of
the government.

The meeting took
place on the sidelines of the

Belt and Road Forum held
here.

He said the
government was

encouraging the private
sector and providing a
conducive atmosphere to
enable it play an effective
role for country’s economic
development.

Fang Yulong told the
prime minister that East
Sea Group was making
investments in Gwadar
Free Zone and refinery
sector and that the Chinese
firms were taking keen
interest in increasing their
investment in the country.

PSX sheds 99 more points
as profit-taking continues

KARACHI (INP): Profit-
taking continued at the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) for the second
straight session on
Wednesday, with the
benchmark KSE-100 Index
losing 99.54 points (-0.20
percent) to close at
49,431.47 points. The
market opened on a slight
positive note but took a dip
soon. The dip proved
short-lived and the indices
turned towards the green
territory green. The
benchmark index later hit
the day’s high and remained
in the positive during the

first half of the session.
However, selling pressure
took the indices in the red
territory again where it
stayed till the end of the
session. However, good
corporate results of some
companies eroded some of
the losses of the day. A sharp
decline in rupee’s value for
the second straight day
after making gains for 28
consecutive sessions also
acted as a catalyst for
profit-taking. The
benchmark index briefly
crossed the 50,000 points
level for the first time since
January 2017.

Agricultural development is prerequisite
for country’s upl