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Domki for making sincere
efforts to make law &
order situation in
Balochistan exemplary

Caretaker CM hands over modern software to
Home Department for Levies Force Balochistan

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has underlined the
need to make sincere efforts
for making the law and or-
der situation in the prov-
ince exemplary keeping the
bright traditions of the past
alive.

The caretaker Chief
Minister was speaking to
the caretaker Provincial
Minister for Home, Cap-
tain (Retd) Muhammad
Zubair Jamali and Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home, Saleh Muhammad
Nasar who called on him

here on Thursday.

During the course of
meeting, the matters about
law and order situation,
overall administrative af-
fairs were discussed.

Speaking to them, the
caretaker Chief Minister
said that protection of life
and property of the masses
is our topmost priority for
all available resources are
being mobilized.

Mr. Domki said that
Balochistan is the custodian
of peaceful traditions, pa-
tience and tolerance, and we
need to make efforts with
good intention to keep these
traditions alive.

_——
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The Additional Chief
Secretary Home briefed the
caretaker Chief Minister
about the steps being taken
for restoration of peace in
view of the regional situa-
tion in different areas of the
province.

Meanwhile the care-
taker Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki
handed over the modern
software consisting of more
than 60 features to the
Home Department here on
Thursday.

The modern GIS based

Continued on page 2

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Min

ister Balochistan, Mir Ali Mardan Khan

Domki handing over the modern software consisting of more than 60 fea-
tures to the caretaker Provincial Minister for Home, Captain (Retd)
Muhammad Zubair Jamali

Hafiz Hamdullah among
11 injured in road side
bomb blast in Mastung

Governor, Caretaker CM condemn attack;
direct to bring culprits to justice

Independent Report
QUETTA: In all 11 persons
including senior leader and
spokesman of Jamiat

sl
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), Hafiz
Hamdullah were injured in
a roadside bomb blast oc-
curred in Mastung area on
Thursday afternoon.

According to the

sources of Police and dis-
trict administration
Mastung, the bomb blast
occurred at the road side on
main Quetta-Karachi high-
way in Mastung area when
the vehicle of JUI leader
Hafiz Hamdullah was pass-
ing through there.

As the powerful device
went off with a bigbang, it
caused damages to the ve-
hicle carrying the JUI leader
and his otherassociates. As
a result, Hafiz Hamdullah
and four other persons
riding in the vehicle sus-
tained injuries.

Some of the passers-
byes were also injured in
the blast, the reports sug-
gested.

Continued on page 2

Governor Balochistan
chairs 11th meeting of
BUITEMS’s Senate

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar presided
over the 11th meeting of
Senate committee of
Balochistan University of
Information Technology,
Engineering and Manage-
ment Sciences (BUITEMS)
here on Thursday.

Also present in the
meeting were the caretaker
Provincial Minister Educa-
tion, Dr. Qadir Bakhsh
Baloch, Vice Chancellor
BUITEMS, Dr. Khalid
Hafeez, Vice Chancellor of
Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women University, Profes-
sor Sajida Noreen, Secretar-
ies, Akbar Harifal and Abdul
Hafeez Jamali, Principal
Secretary to Governor,

Hashim Ghilzai, Additional
Secretary Finance,
Mumtaz Langove, Director
HEC, Dr. Zahoor Bazai and
other members of the
BUITEMS Senate.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Governor said
that he is pained while see-
ing the financial issues be-
ing faced by the public sec-
tor universities of the prov-
ince. However, these hard-
ships can easily be over-
come by preparing a com-
prehensive strategy, adding
he stressed.

He said that it is a fact
that the campuses of uni-
versity have been estab-
lished in different districts
under political pressure
without taking correct
view of the prevailing cir-
cumstances in the past.

No relief for
Imran, Qureshi

in cypher case

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
special court on Thursday
dismissed the post arrest
bail petitions of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman
and Vice Chairman Shah
Mehmooq Qurishi in the
cipher caseregistered under
the Official Secrets Act.

However, the court
granted interim bail to PTI
leader Asad Umar in the
same case against surety
bonds of Rs 50,000.

Special Court’s Judge
Abual Hasnat Zulqarnain
announced the verdict
which he had reserved ear-
lier after hearing arguments
from the two sides.

At the outset of hear-
ing, the petitioner’s lawyer
Salman Safdar Advocate
said that an officer of Inte-
rior Ministry was the com-
plainant in the cipher case
against the PTI chief. The
prosecution had to prove
that what was the original
and copy versions of the
cipher, and that how his cli-

Journalist
attacked

in Quetta
Independent Report

QUETTA: Unidentified
armed men attack senior
journalist in Quetta.

According to Police,
Abdul Hai Aryan, a senior
journalist with the national
broadcasting news channel
as a news producer and re-
porter, was attacked and
seriously injured in Zhob,
his hometown, last night.
The wounded journalist was
taken to a nearby hospital
for treatment. The reasons
ofthe attacked not unknown
so far and it was immediately
notclearwho attacked the jour-
nalist. The Quetta Union of
Journalists condemned the at-
tack on Mr. Hai as “repre-
hensible” and demanded im-
mediate action.
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ISLAMAD: Caretaker Prime

i\’iinister,Ariwaar—ul-Haq Kakar exchang-

ing views with Mehmet Pacaci, Ambassador of Turkiye during meeting

held in Islamabad.

ECP responsible to
conduct elections: Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi says it is
the prerogative of Election
Commission of Pakistan to
conduct elections in the
country under Article 218
(3) of the Constitution.

Talking to the private
channel, he said the job of
caretaker government is to
facilitate and assist the
Commission in electoral
process.

The Minister said the
Election Commission is
busy after the approval of
census and it has asked to
complete the constituencies
by 30th of November.

The Minister ex-
pressed hope that Election
Commission willrelease the
election schedule after com-
pleting the constituencies.

Murtaza Solangi said
54 days will be provided to
all parties for election cam-
paign and Election Act is
very clear in this regard.

He said that measures
against electricity theft will
reduce electricity prices and
Ministry of Finance and
Ministry of Energy both
are working on it.

Meanwhile, the Minis-
ter, in a statement, ex-
pressed his deep grief over
the sad demise of mother
of Bol News senior reporter
Umar Hayat Khan.

Expressing his condo-
lences to Umar Hayat
Khan and his family,
Murtaza Solangi prayed
to Allah Almighty to grant
place to the deceased in
Heaven and courage to the
bereaved families to bear
this loss.

PM directs
to expedite
privatization

process of PIA

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar ul Haq Kakar
chaired a meeting on
matters related to PIA to-
day. The Prime Minister
was briefed on the
progress of privatization
process of PIA.

The Prime Minister
said that process needs to
be expedited urgently so
as to provide a reliable
service to the users and
to raise the standards of
the national flag carrier
to match the global air-
line standards.

He directed all the
relevant stakeholders to
find an immediate solu-
tion to the matters re-
lated to this
privatization.

Information Ministry signs MOU with BKT to
boost women and youth leadership in Balochistan

Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The caretaker Provincial Minister for Information, Jan Achakzai signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Executive Director of the Association
for Behavior and Knowledge Transformation (ABKT), Ms. Shad Begum, on behalf of
the Balochistan Information Ministry on Thursday.
The MoU aims to boost leadership and development among the incredible women
and youth of Balochistan. The partnership covers a wide range of areas, from policy
to community development, and aims to harness the untapped potential of Balochistan's
people, with a special focus on women and youth.
Specifically, the MoU will focus on the following areas: Capacity building for
women and youth leaders; Support for women and youth-ledinitiatives Advocacy for
women and youth rights; Networking with international organizations and diplomatic

missions

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Provin
Executive Director of ABKT Shad Begum signing a MoU

cial Information Minister Jan Achakzai and

Continued on page 2
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Chairs conference of Commissioners & DCs:

CS directs to expedite measures
for improving public service
delivery all over province

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan has issued
standing directives to all di-
visional commissioners and
deputy commissioners to
expedite measures for bring-
ing improvement in the
public service delivery
working hard round the
clock.

The Chief Secretary
was chairing the conference
of divisional commissioners
and deputy commissioners
here on Thursday morning.

While addressing the

conference, Chief Secretary
said that the process of de-
limitation of the constitu-
encies has been started by
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP). In this re-
gard, all the deputy com-
missioners should follow
the directives given by
ECP, the Chief Secretary
added directing them to
complete necessary repair
and construction of the
polling stations in their re-
spective districts.
Referring the health
sector, Chief Secretary said
Continued on page 2

Caretaker CM inquires about
health of Hamdullah; directs
to shift injured to Karachi

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki in-
quired about the health of
JUI’s leader Hafiz
Hamdullah, injured in a

fa r

| K

BUITEMS’s Senate

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar presiding over 11" meeting of

bomb blast in Mastung, at
the Sandeman Provincial
Headquarter Hospital here
on Thursday.

The caretaker Chief
Minister reached the hos-
pital where he visited the
trauma center and inquired
about health of the injured
JUI leader.

He also expressed best
wishes for the early recov-
ery of Hafiz Hamdullah.

He issued directives to
the concerned authorities to
shift Hafiz Hamdullah and
other injured of blast to
Karachi by special plane.

Earlier, Mr. Domki
was informed about the
treatment of JUI leader and
other injured of Mastung
blast.

Petrol price
likely to
increase
by Rs20

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
inflation-hit masses are all
set to get another shock, as
the prices of petroleum
products are expected to see
a staggering rise over the
weekend.

A proposalprepared to
increase the prices of petrol
and diesel from September
16 has come to light. A
working paper has been
prepared for making
changes in the prices of pe-
troleum products.

According to the work-
ing paper, the prices of pe-
troleum products are pro-
posed to be increased by
Rs20 from September 16,
sources say.

SBP keeps

policy rate

unchanged
at22%

KARACHI (APP): State
Bank of Pakistan, Thurs-
day, decided to maintain the
policy rate at 22% owing
to declining inflation, im-
proving agriculture outlook
and economic activity, and
positive impacts of admin-
istrative and regulatory
measures against price hike
and speculative activity in
commodity and forex mar-
kets.

The Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) that
met here at SBP, stressed
on maintaining a prudent
fiscal stance to keep aggre-
gate demand in check and

Continued on page 2

PM for expanding
cooperation
with Turkiye in
multiple sectors

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday stressed the need
to enhance bilateral coop-
eration with Turkiye in
multiple sectors, including
trade, agriculture, energy,
mining, IT and defence.
Talking to Ambassador of
Turkiye in Pakistan
Mehmet Pacaci, the prime
minister said Pakistan was
keen to attract foreign in-
vestors and the Special In-
vestment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SIFC) had been estab-
lished to generate new and
attractive investment op-
portunities in priority sec-
tors.

He said in addition to
having strong and time-
tested bilateral relations,
Pakistan and Turkiye
shared convergence and
close cooperation on a wide
range of regional and multi-
lateral issues, including ef-
forts to combat

Islamophobia.

He appreciated
Turkiye’s reconstruction
efforts following the tragic
earthquake of February
2023 and reiterated
Pakistan’s readiness to con-
tinue extending all possible
support to the Turkish
people.

The prime minister
thanked President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan and the
Turkish leadership for their
warm messages of felicita-
tions on his assumption of
office.

He said the people of
Pakistan enjoyed a historic,
cultural and fraternal rela-
tionship with Turkiye.
President Erdogan enjoyed
the same popularity in
Pakistan as in his own
country. PM Kakar also
praised Turkiye for its
long-standing and stead-
fast support to Pakistan
on the Jammu and Kash-

mir issue.

ISLAMAB AD: Interim Interior Minister, Sarfraz

Bugti called on Chairman Senate, Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani at Parliament House.

Bugti, Sanjrani discuss
country’s prevailing
law & order situation

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Caretaker Interior Minis-
ter, Senator Sarfaraz Bugti,
called on Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani,
atthe Parliament House and
discussed with him the pre-
vailing law and order situa-
tion in the country.

During the meeting,
Senator Bugti assured
Chairman Senate that the
caretaker government was
committed to maintain
peace and stability in the
country. He emphasized
that no one would be al-
lowed to disturb the peace
and security of the country
under his watch.

Senator Sarfaraz Bugti,
emphasized the need for
collaboration and unity
among all stakeholders to
address the pressing chal-
lenges Pakistan faces.
Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
acknowledged the impor-

tance of a collective effort
in ensuring a stable and
prosperous Pakistan.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
acknowledged the vital role
of intra-institutional coop-
eration among government
bodies and security agencies
to effectively address
Pakistan’s challenges. He
stressed that collaboration,
information sharing, and
coordination among institu-
tions are paramount in
maintaining national stabil-
ity and ensuring the safety
and security of citizens.
Furthermore, the lead-
ers discussed steps taken to
restore peace and promote
development in theregion of
Gilgit Baltistan. Senator Bugti
shared insights into the on-
going initiatives aimed at
enhancing security and im-
proving the socio-economic
conditions in the area.
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QTTA: BBISE’s Chairman EjazAhmed Balo
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along with Controller Board Abida Kakarannounc-
ing annual result of FSc/FA.

Hafiza Mariam of Islamia College
clinches first position in BISE
Intermediate examinations

Independent Report

QUETTA: The student of
Islamia Girls College
Quetta, Hafiza Mariam
clinched first position in
the Intermediate’s annual
examinations of
Balochistan Board of Inter-
mediate and Secondary
Education (BISE).

Hafiza Mariam se-
cured 1045 marks in the In-
termediate examinations.

The student of
Balochistan Residential
College (BRC), Loralai,
Shabbir Ahmed and student
of Government Degree
Girls College KHuzdar,
Javeria Shabbir secured
second and third positions
respectively by obtaining
1044 and 1042 marks.

This was announced
by the Controller BISE,

Professor Abida Kakar
while addressing a hur-
riedly called press confer-
ence atthe Board office on
Thursday afternoon.

She declared the result
of Intermediate examina-
tion for the year 2023 and
announced that a total of
95,220 candidates had ap-
peared in the examinations.
Out of them, 88,732 can-
didates could pass the ex-
aminations showing pass
percentage of 93.20 per-
cent.

The Controller in-
formed that 2780 candi-
dates remained absent dur-
ing papers of different sub-
jects in the examinations.
Moreover, the result of 38
candidates were cancelled
because of using unfair
means in the annual exami-
nations, she maintained.
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Islam doesn’t allow
speaking against other
religions: Tahir Ashrafi

FAISALABAD (APP):
Pakistan Ulema
Council (PUC) Chair-
man Hafiz Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi
has said Islam is a re-
ligion of peace, love
and brotherhood and
it doesn’t allow speak-
ing against other reli-
gions.

He was address-
ing an inter-religion
harmony conference
at Jamia Usmania,
Razabad, here on
Thursday. Bishop of
Faisalabad Dr
Inderyas, Father
Khalid Rasheed Aasi
and a large number of

ulema were also
present.
He said that

eople belonging to
gll r%li ions hgd gon—
demned the Jaranwala
incident during
which  Christians’
homes were damaged
and churches were
vandalised. He said

that it must be a mat-
ter of concern for all
Muslims that the
Christian daughters
and sisters spent a
night in fields for fear
of their lives. He also
demanded early re-
lease of the innocent
people, who were ar-
rested after the inci-
dent.

Ashrafi said that
the objective of
today’s conference
was to express sym-
pathies with Chris-
tians and condemn
the Jaranwala and
Sargodha incidents.
He said that some ele-
ments wanted to cre-
ate anarchy in the
name of religion in Pa-
kistan and they were
getting support from a
nei%)hbouring coun-
try, but they could not
succeed in their ne-
farious designs.

The PUC chair-
man said the Paki-

stani nation
standing with
armed forces.
He said a joint
‘Seerat Conference’
would soon be
organised in Lahore
and Islamabad, along
with the Christian re-
ligious scholars.
Bishop of
Faisalabad Dr
Inderyas Rehmat said
that the Pakistan
Ulema Council had al-
ways extended coor-
dination to minorities,
especially Christians,
adding tKat no doubt
ulema and Muslims
community  stood
with them during
their difficult times.
He demanded pun-
ishment to the real cul-
prits of the Jaranwala
incident and release
of the innocent detain-
ees.
Father

was
its

Khalid

Rasheed Abbasi also
spoke on the occasion.

——
-

RAWALPINDI: H.E. Mehmet Paaci, Ambassador to Turkiya called on Min-
ister for Defence Lt. Gen. Anwar Ali Hyder (Retd) in Ministry of Defence.

Domki for making sincere...

Continued from page 1

software for inventory and
crime reporting was handed
over to the caretaker Pro-
vincial Minister for Home,
Captain (Retd)
Muhammad Zubair Jamali
by the Chief Minister.

The software has been
prepared by the Chief Min-
ister Delivery  Unit
(CMDU) exclusively for
the Balochistan Levies
Force that has the features
about the available arms and
ammunition in the Levies
thanas, other equipment
and goods, attendance of the
force, crime reporting, etc.

While briefing about the
software by the CMDU to
Chief Minister, it was in-
formed that the software
has been developed on re-
quest of the Director Gen-
eral Levies.

It was also informed
that the CMDU team
would impart necessary
training to the concerned
staff'in the offices of Com-
missioners and Deputy
Commissioners besides the
clerical staff of the Levies
force.

More features can also
be included in the software
as per the requirements in
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QUETTA: Provincial President PML (N) Sheikh
Jaffar Mandokhail meeting with caretaker Pro-

future, it was informed fur-
ther.

Speaking on occasion,
the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter appreciated the
endeavours of CMDU and
the modem software is con-
sisted of the multipurpose
informative features in
which the complete data of
the available resources and
steps taken for the crime
reporting would be central-
ized at the districtand tehsil
level.

He also directed to take
result oriented steps for
improving governance
through effective coordina-
tion among all the depart-
ments using the modern
software and information
technology.

In addition to this, he
also directed to introduce
the IT system of equal na-
ture forissuance oflocal and
domicile certificates all over
the province, the caretaker
Chief Minister further di-
rected. Also present on the
occasion were the Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home, Saleh Muhammad
Nasar, Secretary IT De-
partment, Abdul Fatah
Bhangar and Principal Sec-
retary to CM, Lal Jan
Jaffar.

vincial Minister for Local Bodies Sheikh
Mehmoodul Hassan Mandokhail

SC acquits
Ammad Yousaf

in sedition case

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court Thurs-
day acquitted President
ARY News Ammad Yousaf
in a sedition case and ter-
minated actions against
him.

A three-member bench
presided by Justice Ijaz ul
Ahsan announced the ver-
dict afterhearing arguments
from respondents.

During the course of
proceeding, Justice Shahid
Waheed questioned that if
the interior ministry had
given approval to lodge a
case against the accused.

Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail asked the pros-
ecution that what evidence
it had against the accused.

Petitioner’s lawyer
Sardar Latif Khan Khosa
said that secretary interior
had given approval to city
magistrate for lodging case
against Shehbaz Gil, adding
that the name of his client
was included later.

On query of the bench,
special prosecutor said that
they had a transcript which
was recovered from the un-
der construction farm house
of Ammad Yousaf.

Justice Ahsan asked that
under what grounds the case
was registered against the
petitioner. He noted that the
prosecution was not giving
answers to the questions of
the bench.

The special prosecutor
said that there was name of
ARY TV administration in
the case. He admitted that
they had no proof at the time
of registration of the case.
Justice Ahsan asked that
what was meaning of admin-
istration as head of channel,
which comes under it.

Hafiz Hamdullah among...

Continued from page 1

However, the area po-
lice, Levies and local admin-
istration rushed towards
the spot and shifted the in-
jured to the Nawab Ghous
Bakhsh Raisani Memorial
Hospital where an emer-
gency was already declared.

However, the injured
were referred all the injured
including Hafiz Hamdullah
to Sandeman Provincial
Hospital Quetta for further
treatment.

All the injured were
admitted in the Trauma
center of hospital where
they are being provided
necessary treatment.

While the condition of
all 10 injured is stated to be
out of danger, but condition
of one injured is stated to
be precarious, the sources
of Hospital informed.

Meanwhile, the spot of
blast was cordoned off by
the local administration.
Investigations have been
started into the blast.

However, no one has
claimed the responsibility
ofblast till ours going to the
press.

Meanwhile the Gover-
nor Balochistan, Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar has
strongly condemned the at-
tack on senior leader of JUI
and former Senator, Hafiz
Hamdullah in Mastung.

In a condemnation
statement issued here on
Thursday, the Governor
directed the law enforce-
ment agencies to bring the
elements involved in the
attack to justice after ap-
prehending them immedi-
ately.

He also directed the
concerned authorities to
provide all facilities of medi-
cal treatment to Hafiz
Hamdullah and other in-
jured of the Mastung blast.

The Governor also
prayed for early recovery
of Hafiz Hamdullah and all
other injured.

The caretaker Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir

Ali Mardan Khan Domki
has strongly condemned
the bomb attack at the se-
nior leader of JUI, Hafiz
Hamdullah in Mastung and
sought report about the in-
cident from concerned high
ups.
In an official statement
issued here on Thursday,
the caretaker Chief Minis-
ter said that the Mastung
incident was sorrowful and
said that those involved in
the act of terrorism don’t
deserve any relaxation.

He directed the con-
cerned authorities to mobi-
lize all available resources
for immediate arrest of the
elements involved in it.

He also directed them
to further improve mea-
sures for restoration of
peace in the province.

The caretaker Chief
Minister directed the
Health authorities to pro-
vide best medical facili-
ties to all injured of the
blast including Hafiz
Hamdullah.

QUETTA: A delegation led by District Chairman P

‘Wali Khan Kakar

dul Shakoor meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul

-

ishin Syed Ab

Steps empowering
EC to give election
date challenged

LAHORE (Online): The
steps for assigning powers
to Election Commission
(EC) to give election date
have been challenged.

In this regard Judicial
Activism Panel (JAP) has
filed constitutional petition
in Supreme Court (SC)
Lahore registry making fed-
eral government, election
commission and others re-
spondents.

Through the petition
the court has been re-
quested to declare amend-
ment in election act uncon-
stitutional. Under the con-

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah sculpture

unveiled in Beijing

BEIJING (APP): The sculpture of Quaid-e-Azam,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Father of the Nation was un-
veiled at a graceful ceremony held at the Jintai Art Mu-
seum here on Thursday. The sculpture, unveiled by Paki-
stan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque, is a testa-
ment to Jinnah's visionary leadership and was master-
Sfully crafted by renowned Chinese sculptor Master Yuan
Xikun, symbolizing the enduring friendship between Pa-
kistan and China. The ceremony was attended by Ambas-
sador Sha Zukhang, President of the China-Pakistan
Friendship Association, officials from the Chinese People &
Association of Friendship with Foreign Countries
(CPAFFC), media, the Pakistani community, and Embassy
officials. Master Yuan Xikun, internationally acclaimed
for his sculpture, philanthropy, and environmental advo-
cacy, has received a number of prestigious awards.

His work includes 25 sculptures of historical inter-
national celebrities at the International Celebrities Sculp-
ture Garden of Beijing Jintai Art Museum. Speaking on
the occasion, Ambassador Moin ul Haque highlighted
the significance of this unveiling ceremony, coinciding
with the 75th death anniversary of Jinnah.

He praised Master Yuan s artistic brilliance and at-
tention to detailin creating this sculpture. Ambassador
Haque emphasized the deep bonds between China and
Pakistan, and reiterated their commitment to a China-

stitution the tenure of as-
sembly is five years.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that ministry of
law and justice and Election
commission had said to the
president through a letter in
the matter of date for gen-
eral elections in the coun-
try that powers for giving
date for election rest with
election commission.

On the other hand
president has also given
proposal to election com-
mission to hold general elec-
tion on November 09
throughout the country.

Pakistan Community of Shared Future.

BEUING: Thesculpture of Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah was unveiled by Pakistan Ambassador to
China, Moin ul Haque. It was masterfully crafted by
renowned Chinese sculptor Master Yuan Xikun, sym-
bolizing the enduring friendship between Pakistan and
China at the Jintai Art Museum.

CS directs to expedite measures....

Continued from page 1

that it is basic right of ev-
ery human being in the so-
ciety to get healthcare fa-
cilities.

He on the occasion
stressed that we have to
improve our infrastructure
for providing better health
facilities to the people.

However, he also
stressed the need to adopt
healthy lifestyle for lay-
ing foundation of a health
society.

The Chief Secretary
directed the concerned au-
thorities to ensure avail-
ability of medicines in the
public sector hospitals.

About the anti-smug-
gling drive, Shakeel Qadir
Khan mentioned that
emergent steps are being
taken for prevention of
smuggling of Urea and
sugar in the province. In
this regard, no concession
would be given to anyone
and legal action would be
taken against those in-
volved in the smuggling,
adding he warned.

However, he directed
the deputy Commission-
ers to provide NOC to the
concerned dealers of Urea
and sugar in their respec-

s

tive districts.

He said that the smug-
gling of sugar and Urea
creates artificial shortage
of these commodities and
causes financial loss to the
country, therefore, emer-
gent steps are being taken
for prevention of the
smuggling.

Regarding anti-elec-
tricity theft campaign,
Chief Secretary directed
the deputy commissioners
to start operation against
power pilferers in collabo-
ration with the concerned
officers of the Electric
Supply Company in their
respective areas.

Chief Secretary said
that the objective behind
taking these measures is to
provide relief to the com-
mon men.

About the education
sector, he said that it
should be our aim of life
to ensure quality of edu-
cation for the children.

He said that the absen-
teeand ghost teachers and
employees would not be
spared at all.

He directed the
deputy commissioners to
take disciplinary action
against absentee employ-
ees.

=

QUETTA: Relatives of M

ehar Gul Mari are hold-
ing protest demonstration for his recovery as soon
as possible, at Quetta press club.

PPP focusing on stability of
national economy: Shazia Marri

LAHORE (APP): Paki-
stan People’s Party
(PPP) Parliamentarians
Secretary Information
Shazia Ata Marri said
that her party was pri-
marily focusing on sta-
bility of national
economy, stressing that
while elections were
inevitable, the party
was not concerned
about who sets the date
for the general elec-
tions.

She was giving a
press briefing outside
Bilawal House, here on
Thursday. She was
joined by  Faisal
Kareem Kundi and
Shahzad Saeed Cheema
during this briefing,
which followed the
PPP’s Central Executive

Committee (CEC)
meeting.
During the CEC

meeting, the matter of
elections was thor-
oughly discussed, and
Marri insisted that an-
nouncing the election
date was asimportantas

defining the constituen-
cies. She revealed that
the next CEC session
was scheduled for Fri-
day, September 15, at
Bilawa House in
Lahore.

The previous CEC
meeting, chaired by
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
included prominent fig-
ures like former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari,
Faryal Talpur, former
prime minister Syed
Yousuf Raza Gilani,
and other senior PPP
members from across
the country. The meet-
ing delved into various
pressing issues, includ-
in% the current politi-
cal landscape, Presi-
dent Arif Alvi’s rec-
ommendation to hold
elections on November
6, and the absence of an
election schedule from
the Election Commis-
sion. She voiced strong
concerns about what
she alleged to be an
attempt to corner the
PPP.

Additionally, the
meeting addressed the
devastation caused by
floods in certain prov-
inces and the relief ef-
forts in response.

Shazia Marri em-
phasized the PPP’s com-
mitment to upholdin
the constitution an
fulfilling its constitu-
tional duties.

Faisal Kareem
Kundi, Secretary Infor-
mation of the PPP, men-
tioned that Aitezaz
Ahsan and Latif Khosa
were invited to the
meeting but they
couldn’t attend due to
personal commitments.
Latif Khosa’s response
was expected within
seven days, according
to Kundi.

Shahzad  Saeed
Cheema, Secretary In-
formation of the PPP
for Central Punjab, fur-
ther underscored the
challenges the party
was currently facing in
the prevailing political
climate.

meeting with Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan

Solangi condemns
Mastung blast,
prays for speedy

recovery of injured

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Min-
ister for Information and
Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Thursday
strongly condemned the
Mastung blast injuring
JUI-F leader Hafiz
Hamdullah and others.

The minister, in a
statement, said the attack
on the Jamiat Uema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) leader
was highly condemnable.

“Targeting innocent
citizens and political fig-
ures of the country is a
cowardly act,” he main-
tained.

Information Ministry signs MOU...

Continued from page 1
The MoU was signed in

Shad Begum said that
ABKT was excited to part-
nerwith the Balochistan In-

the presenceof a number of  formation Ministry. She

dignitaries, including rep-
resentatives from the
Balochistan government,
ABKT, and the diplomatic
community.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jan Achakzai said
that the MoU was a signifi-
cant step towards achiev-
ing the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) in
Balochistan. He said that
the Balochistan Informa-
tion Ministry was commit-
ted to working with ABKT
and other partners to em-
power women and youth
and create a more just and
equitable society.

said that ABKT had a long
history of working with
women and youth in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and now ex-
tending it’s efforts to
Balochistan. This MoU
would allow them to extend
and scale up their work
and achieve even greater
results in Balochistan.

The MoU is a positive
step towards promoting
women and youth leader-
ship in Balochistan. Itis a
testament to the commit-
ment of the Balochistan In-

formation Ministry and

ABKT to working together
to achieve the SDGs.

SBP keeps policy rate

Continued from page 1
termed it necessary to bring
inflation down on a sustain-
able basis and to achieve the
medium-term target of 5 —
7 percent by the end-FY25.

The MPC vowed to
continue monitoring the
risks to the inflation out-
look and take appropriate
action, if required, to
achieve the objective of
price stability, said a state-
ment issued here by the
central bank following the
MPC meeting.

The MPC decided to
keep the policy rate un-
changed while taking into
account various factors in-
cluding the latest inflation
outturn that reflected a con-
tinuing declining trend in
inflation from its peak of
38 percent in May to 27.4
percent in August 2023.

Even though global oil
prices have risen recently
and are now hovering over
the $90/barrel level while
the rise was being passed
on to consumers through
adjustments in energy
prices, inflation is projected
to remain on a downward
trajectory, especially from
the second half of this year,
the MPC observed adding
that real interest rates con-
tinue to remain in positive
territory on a forward-look-
ing basis as well.

The committee was
confident that the expected
ease in supply constraints
owing to better agriculture
output and the recent ad-
ministrative measures
against speculative activity
in the FX and commodity
markets would also sup-
port the inflation outlook.

The MPC observed
that administrative and
regulatory measures aimed

at improving the availabil-
ity of essential food com-
modities and curbing illegal
activities in the foreign ex-
change market have begun
to yield results and it has
helped in narrowing the gap
between the interbank and
open market exchange rates.

The MPC noted that
the agriculture outlook has
improved, based on the lat-
est data on cotton arrivals,
better input conditions, and
satellite data indicating
healthy vegetation of other
crops while the current ac-
count posted a deficit in
July after remaining in sur-
plus for the last four
months, partly reflecting
the impact of the recent ease
in import restrictions.

The latest available
high-frequency indicators
depict some improvement
in economic activity as a
moderate pick up was ob-
served in sales of key in-
puts, like POL, fertilizer
and cement, along with a
slight increase in import
volumes.

With better input con-
ditions and latest updates,
the MPC noted that the
outlook of the agriculture
sector has improved while
earlier concerns related to
floods have subsided and
cotton arrivals almost
doubled from last year.

Moreover, the Com-
mittee assessed that domes-
tic demand will also remain
contained due to the un-
folding impact of monetary
tightening and envisaged fis-
cal consolidation.

The committee saw the
current account deficit of
$809 million in July 2023
largely in line with the ear-
lier full-year current ac-
count projection for FY24,

which already took into ac-
count the withdrawal of
import prioritization guide-
lines and the resultant
pickup in import volumes.

The MPC viewed that
overall imports were ex-
pected to remain in check,
supported by the favorable
trend in non-oil commod-
ity prices, moderate do-
mestic demand and im-
proved cotton production
while favorable rice prices
and available surplus bode
well for the export outlook.

The recent structural
reforms related to exchange
companies will strengthen
their governance structure
and improve market func-
tioning, the committee
noted and hoped that on
balance the current account
deficit to remain in the ear-
lier projected range for
FY24.

Terming 27.2 % in-
crease in FBR revenue in
the initial 2 months of
FY24 as the impact of both
fiscal measures and some
recovery in economic activ-
ity, the MPC viewed that
achieving the targeted pri-
mary surplus of 0.4 percent
of GDP was critical to sup-
port monetary policy in
delivering on its objective
of price stability.

Attaining fiscal con-
solidation through broad-
ening the tax base, pro-
viding targeted subsidies
only to the most vulner-
able, and reducing losses
of public sector enter-
prises through
privatization or reforms
would help bringing infla-
tion down in the targeted
range and achieve sustain-
able economic growth over
the medium term, the com-
mittee maintained.
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review the facilities given by the hospital

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Health Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan visit the Poly Clinic Hspital to

Senate body takes up matter of
PIA employees holding fake degrees

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Senate body on Aviation
discussed the matter of Pa-
kistan International Airlines
(PIA) employees holding
fake degrees on Thursday.

At the outset, the
meeting was updated on the
progress of recommenda-
tions made by the Standing
Committee to the FIA con-
cerning the appointment of
PIA employees holding
fake degrees.

Senator Hidayatullah,
Chairman of the Senate
Standing Committee on
Aviation, presided over a
meeting here at Parliament
House on Thursday, that
delved into significant mat-

ters concerning Aviation and
Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA). The meeting
was attended by Senators
Afhan Ullah, Faisal Saleem,
and Umer Farooq, and wit-
nessed participation from
eminent officials represent-
ing the Aviation Ministry,
DG Civil Aviation Author-
ity (CAA), Chief HR of
PIA, and senior officials
from the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA).

The FIA submitted a
comprehensive compliance
report, emphasizing their
dedication in expediting the
scrutiny process.

As per the directions
of the Committee, all cases

Mushaal vows to continue
to raise issue of oppressed
people of IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister on Human Rights
and Women Empower-
ment, Mushaal Hussein
Mullick Thursday vowed
to continue raising issues of
oppressed people in Indian
Ilegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) at all
international forums.

Addressing ‘Pehchan
Pakistan’ conference here at
a private university, she
said Kashmiris were strug-
gling for the past seven de-
cades for their inalienable
right to self-determination
as promised by the United
Nations.

Mushaal Mullick said
India had miserably failed
to suppress voice of
Kashmiris for freedom de-

spite deployment of more
than a million troops in
IIOJK. She said nobody
was safe in the occupied
valley as women and chil-
dren were being disgraced,
and freedom lover youth
and other people were be-
ing severely tortured.

The special assistant
said fake and expired medi-
cines were being supplied
to continue genocide of
Kashmiri people. She said
there was no political, reli-
gious and social liberty in
IIOJK and massive human
rights violations by the occupa-
tion Indian forces were routine
matter. Mushaal Mullick urged
the people in Pakistan and Paki-
stani Diaspora to support
Kashmitipeopleinattaning their
right to self-determination.

A

ISLAMABAD: Visitors keenly viewing stuffdur-

ing the inaugurating ceremony of the Two Person
Exhibition titled “HAQ” organized by PNCA &

Nomad Gallery at PNCA.

AIOU holds training
session on Organic
Kitchen Gardening

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
one-day hands-on training
session on “Organic
Kitchen Gardening” was
held in Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU) yester-
day.

Around 800 partici-
pants including students
and their parents, teach-
ers and university staff
members attended the
session.

Chairman, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Sci-
ences, Prof Dr. Sher
Muhammad was the re-
source person who shed
light on the methods of
natural cultivation of veg-
etables free from pesticides
and chemical fertilizers.

Dr. Sher explained
how to grow healthy or-
ganic vegetables at home,

how to make natural fertil-
izers, how to prevent pests
and diseases through bo-
tanical methods, etc. This
training session was orga-
nized by the Office of Re-
search Innovation and
Commercialization (ORIC)
and the Department of Ag-
ricultural Sciences.

AIOU pays special
attention to co-curricular
activities to keep the stu-
dents engaged in different
healthy activities as per the
vision of the Vice Chancel-
lor AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood.

Additional Director
ORIC, Dr. Saima Nasir and
Chairperson, Department
of Nutritional Sciences and
Environmental Design,
Prof. Dr. Hajra Ahmad also
addressed the event.

Police officials encouraged
to demonstrate dedication
and commitment

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: The Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Operations) Malik Jameel
Zafar has urged police offi-
cials to exhibit unwavering

dedication to their profes-
sional responsibilities and
prioritize addressing pub-
lic concerns, a public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that, follow-
ing the special directions of
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice (ICCPO) Dr Akbar
Nasir Khan, the SSP Op-
erations Malik Jameel Zafar
holds a meeting with admin-
istrative officers, muharrars
of police stations, readers,
and OSIs from the office of
the Divisional Police Offic-
ers (DPOs).

During themeeting, he
emphasized the importance
of unwavering dedication to
their professional duties
and highlighted that any
form of negligence in fulfill-
ing these responsibilities
would not be tolerated.

Furthermore, the SSP
(Operations) issued direc-
tives to all senior officers
to maintain seamless coor-
dination with their subor-
dinate staff and promptly

address the issues they
faced.

He also took the op-
portunity to outline the
specific responsibilities of
administrative officers
within the districts and po-
lice stations.

He underscored the
importance of these offic-
ers in accurately compiling
and verifying police station
records.

Administrative offic-
ers were tasked with en-
suring the prudent utiliza-
tion of human and finan-
cial resources, as well as
the upkeep and mainte-
nance of police station fa-
cilities. Importantly, he
made it clear that admin-
istrative officers should
focus solely on their des-
ignated duties.

Paradigm shift in political system
must for strengthening democracy
to save Pakistan: Speakers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at a seminar
on democratic governance
on Thursday said a para-
digm shift based on reforms
and rapprochement among
the institutions forming the
political system to
strengthen democracy was
a must to save the country
from irrevocable crises.
The Centre for Peace
and Development Initia-
tives (CPDI) organised a
one-day seminar on
“Democratic Governance
for Peaceful and Inclusive
Societies” which was held
in connection with the up-
coming International Day of

Science, LUMS, Dr
Muhammad Waseem in his
keynote address said there
was a clash of institutions
in the administrative
troika that had weakened
the Parliament whereas
the latter was a microcosm
of a society in different
countries.

He added that the
elected representatives in
the Parliamentreflected the
society who were weaker
and hence, the Parliament
was becoming weak in the
aftermath.

He regretted that the
outgoing parliament led by
the coalition government

the shortest span of time
which was horrendous as it
left the lawmaking body
inefficient in dispensing its
duties.

Prof. Dr Waseem un-
derlined that the process of
electing representatives had
shifted to the electable that
belonged to the traditional
elite symbolising the status
quo.

He pointed out that
the non-permanent parlia-
ment (in terms of tenure)
was working along a per-
manent bureaucracy that
left the legislator toothless,
hence comprising its ser-
vice delivery that was

Democracy. had passed an unprec- termed governance in the
Professor of Political edented number of bills in democratic system.
]
Islamabad CDA, Mari Petroleum

Police launch
*School Chalo’
Initiative
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Police have offi-
cially initiated the “School
Chalo” campaign to address
the issue of students who
are frequently absent from
their educational institu-
tions and can often be
found wandering in recre-
ationalareas and other pub-

lic spaces.

In a proactive move
under the guidance of Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer (ICCPO), the
“School Chalo” campaign
specifically targets stu-
dents who are found absent
from school or college, of-
ten seen loitering in recre-
ational areas, markets, and
other public spaces identi-
fied through the city’s Safe
City camera network.

CDA seals
numerous
unauthorised
expressway

structures

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA), in collabo-
ration with the local admin-
istration, sealed numerous
under construction build-
ings along the Expressway
on Thursday due to viola-
tions of building regulations.
During an operation
along the Expressway, it
was discovered that five
buildings were under con-
struction without the ap-
proval of the CDA. As a
result, these structures have
been sealed, and notices
have been issued to their
owners. Furthermore, no-
tices have been sent to 13
building owners in F-17.

join forces for 2,000
sapling plantation in D-12

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Capital Development
Authority (CDA), in col-
laboration with Mari Petro-
leum, has embarked on an
ambitious endeavor to
plant an impressive 2,000
saplings along the pictur-
esque Green Belt of D-12
in Islamabad. Leading this
eco-friendly charge is CDA
Chairman Captain (Retd)
Anwaar ul Haq, who also
holds the distinguished po-
sition of Chief Commis-
sioner of Islamabad Capi-

tal Territory (ICT).

To kickstart this green
mission, students from
Saya School joined hands
with the CDA in a spirited
campaign. Together, they
planted saplings ranging
from 8 to 10 feet in height,
featuring diverse tree species
like pelikan, sukh chain, and
Arjun. Captain Anwaar ul
Haq highlighted the impor-
tance of private-sector col-
laboration in driving eco-
friendly initiatives, affirming
thatit’s a warm welcome.

ISLAMABAD: A view of the large size portrait of

World acclaimed medical researcher, scholar and
philanthropist of Pakistan Hakim Muhammad
Saeed at Fatima Jinnah Parkin Federal Capital.

17 outlaws held
in last 24 hours

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad Capital Po-
lice (ICP) apprehended
17 outlaws including six
professional beggars
during the last 24 hours
from different areas of
the city and recovered
liquor and weapons with
ammunition from their pos-
session.

A Public Relations
Officer (PRO)Thursday
said, “Following the special
directions of Islamabad

Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan, the Islamabad Capi-
tal Police has intensified
crackdown against the
criminal elements in order
to eliminate the crime from
the city.”

Following these direc-
tives, the Shalimar police
team arrested an accused
namely Usama Usman, and
recovered one 9mm pistol
with ammunition from his
possession.

ISLAMABAD: Executive
(ISA), Dr. Tarig Mahmood Khan distributing certificates among the partici-
pants of 37th MCMC Domain Specific Training.

were meticulously re-
viewed, and the report has
been formally submitted,
the representative added.
Chief HR of PIA pro-
vided the Committee with
an overview of the entire
employee roster, detailing
their qualifications, experi-
ence, designations, present
postings, and acting charges,
particularly within Group
IV and above. The presen-
tation he provided showed
that there are a total of
11,002 Regular employees
in Pakistan while the ap-
proved HRB is 11,877.
The Committee, with
a focus on transparency,

inquired about Group Vand tor the performance.

above employees. Addi-
tionally, they emphasized
the preference for hiring
native Pakistanis rather than
foreign nationals for over-
seas positions, with Chief
HR highlighting the pre-
dominance of Pakistani-
origin staff in foreign roles.

Further insights re-
vealed that PIA currently
employs seven Pakistani-
based staff in the UK,
spread across three sta-
tions. The Committee re-
ceived an account of the
performance evaluation
process for UK-based em-
ployees, underscoring
PIA’s commitment to moni-
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Director General, Information Service Academy

Iranian
Embassy
flays terrorist
attack on
JUI-F leader

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Embassy of Islamic
Republic of Iran on Thurs-
day condemned the terror-
ist attack on Jamiaat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-
F) leader in Mastung area
of Balochistan province.

In a statement shared
on the micro-blogging
website X, the Embassy
wrote in its official handle,
“It strongly condemns the
terrorist attack against
Hafiz Hamdullah, a leader
of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Fazl (JUI-F) in Mastung,
Balochistan.”

The ominous phe-
nomenon of terrorism is
meant to destabilize the
countries and to endanger
peace and stability in the
countries of the region, it
added.

Axact fake
degree case

adjourned

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
on Thursday adjourned the
hearing of Axact fake degree
case due to the absence of
accused Shoaib Sheikh and
his lawyer.

Chief Justice Amir
Farooq heard the appeal of
Shoaib Sheikh against his
conviction in the Axact fake
degree case.

Additional Attorney
General Munawar Igbal
Dogal and Special Prosecu-
tor Ashfaq Naqviappeared
before the court on behalf
of the Federation.

Assistant  lawyer
Naila Noureen apprised the
court that the appellant’s
lawyer Lateef Khousa
could not appear before it
due to his commitments in
the Supreme Court. Fur-
thermore, a request for ex-
emption from court appear-
ance was submitted on be-
half of Shoaib Sheikh.

Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs),
Ministry of Planning De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiative, Ali Kemal here on
Thursday said that growth
was important forthe coun-
try but it must be sustain-
ableand inclusive for endur-
ing development.

He was addressing at
the National People’s As-
sembly, jointly organized
by Awaz Foundation Paki-
stan, GCAP and Pakistan
Development Alliance, a

T4

Kemal says:
needs to embrace sustainable,

inclusive growth for enduring development

news release said.

He further expressed
that this assembly provided
a platform for diverse
voices to unite and address
the challenges and oppor-
tunities presented by the
SDGs, fostering not just
growth, butsustainable and
equitable growth for Paki-
stan.

The event aimed at
fostering dialogue and en-
gagement surrounding the
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), was also at-
tended by representatives

of Ujala Network, Child
Rights Movement (CRM)
and many more, including a
diverse range of stakehold-
ers. These include civil so-
ciety organizations (CSOs),
NGOs, CBOs, political
party representatives, me-
dia, academia, students and
advocates for marginalized
groups, including women
rights, sexual minorities and
human rights defenders.
“In the National
People’s Assembly, civil
society will unite from ev-
ery corner of the world to

.

over a meeting of the committee at Parliament House.

address the pressing needs
of SDGs. SDGs 16+ are all
interconnected goals from
poverty alleviation to edu-
cation, underscore the im-
portance of inclusivity”,
said Mohammad Zia ur
Rehman, CEO, Awaz Foun-
dation.

Representatives of
persons with disabilities
(PWDs), women, TGs,
children and young people
expressed that their diver-
sity was their strength, and
their unity was their

progress.
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ISLAMABAD: Senator Hidayat Ullah, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Aviation presiding

PPP issues show cause
notice to Khosa over
defense of another party

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Syed Nayyer Hussain
Bokhari, Secretary General
of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) on Thursday
took the step of issuing a
show cause notice to
Sardar Latif Khan Khosa,
a Member of the Central
Executive Committee
(CEC) of PPP.

This notice was issued
because Khosa had de-
fended, pleaded for, and
represented the leader of
another political party in
cases without obtaining
prior approval from the
party’s leadership.

The decision to issue

the show cause notice re-
ceived the endorsement of
the party’s leadership.

Notably, the indi-
vidual Khosa was defend-
ing had already been con-
victed in a case under the
Official Secrets Act.

During aspeech deliv-
ered at alawyers’ function,
Mr. Khosa also criticized
the state’s policy regarding
classified information.

Khosa has been
granted a seven-day pe-
riod to respond to the
show cause notice,
wherein he must provide
a satisfactory explanation
for his actions.

Teachers Training
Workshop 2023 kicks
off at IST

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
three-day Teachers Train-
ing Workshop 2023 kicked
off at the Institute of Space
Technology (IST) in
Islamabad to build the ca-
pacity of educators from
across the country in the
field of Space Science and
Technology. The workshop
is being organized by the
Space Education Research
Lab of the National Center
of GIS and Space Applica-
tions (NCGSA) in collabo-
ration with the Office of
Astronomy for Education,
International Astronomical
Union. Spanning from Sep-
tember 14-16, this initiative
is poised to be a transfor-
mative experience for the 30
selected educators from
across the country.

With a distinguished

cadre of seven national and

ISLAMABAD: A worker is busy in pa

international resource per-
sons, the workshop under-
scores a commitment to
enhance the quality and
scope of space science edu-
cation in Pakistan.

The Teachers Training
Workshop 2023 is tailored
for primary and secondary
school science educators,
with an ambition to im-
merse them in the captivat-
ing world of Space Science
and Technology. The work-
shop not only aimed at of-
fering innovative teaching
techniques and resources but
also to establish a deeper
understanding of Space Sci-
ence among educators. It
envisions equipping teach-
ers to relay complex space
concepts effectively to stu-
dents of diverse age groups,
igniting a passion for space
exploration.

inting the

cemented flower pot at Nursery along the Park

road in Federal Capital.

UN HR council to redouble
its efforts to stop bloodshed of
innocent Kashmiris: Activist

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prominent rights activist
Sardar Amjad Yousaf Khan
has urged the UN Human
Rights Council to redouble
its efforts to stop the
bloodshed of innocent civil-
ians in Kashmir by the In-
dian occupation forces.

Speaking on behalf of
International Action for
Peace and Sustainable De-
velopment, Khan, while
taking part in a general de-
bate held under Item 2 at
the 54th session of the Hu-
man Rights Council, said
that people in Jammu &
Kashmir were waiting for
the third report by the high
commissioner, according to
a press release issued here
on Thursday.

Referring to the highly
critical situation in the In-
dian-occupied territory of

Jammu and Kashmir (IoK),
Khan said that the disputed
territory continued to reel
under India’s relentless re-
pression and brutality.

He said that people in
Indian-occupied Jammu &
Kashmir were being sub-
jected to all forms of hu-
man rights violations.

“The Indian occupa-
tion forces not only kill in-
nocent civilians in the area
under their control but also
across the line of control ¢,
Sardar Amjad Yousuf said,
adding that the Indian forces
deployed on the LoC use
snipers to target the civilian
population alongthe ceasefire
line and kill innocent people.
Seeking the UN High
Commissioner s attention to-
wards the ceasefire violations
and target killing of civilians
by the Indian forces.
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Nawaz’s return

After living in London in self-
exile for the last four years,
PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif is
finally set to return to Paki-
stan next month. This is wel-
come nNews.

This paper has time and
again called on Mr Sharif to
return and face political and
legal realities and end the re-
mote management of his
party — both when the PML-
N was in opposition and then
in government.

That he is finally ready to
return to the country and en-
gage with his party and sup-
porters face to face will come
as a relief to his party’s sec-
ond-tier leadership that has
spent the last year making
too many trips to London to
seek Mr Sharif’s advice on
several issues.

However, the country Mr
Sharif is returning to is, in
many ways, quite different to
the one he left in 2019. The
economy is in a historic mess
and businesses are rapidly
losing confidence. House-
holds cannot pay their elec-
tricity and food bills.

The government is not
generating enough revenue
to address any of these seri-
ous challenges, and there are
no quick fixes to the
country’s woes. Terrorism,
too, is on the rise. The state
of human rights in the coun-
try is dire. And political space
is as narrow as ever.

In this grave situation,
what message will Mr Sharif
give to his supporters? How
will he explain the last 16
months of the PML-N-led
PDM government’s perfor-
mance?

How does he plan to
counter the enormous sup-
port base of the incarcerated
Imran Khan, who remains
popular despite being
pushed out of politics? Im-
portantly, how will Mr Sharif
proceed legally against the
court cases against him?

The return of the elder
Sharif has often been linked
to the timing of general elec-
tions in the country by mem-
bers of his party. Now that
he is returning, he must call
for timely elections — and
then face the decisions of a
public that is angry and
crushed by multiple economic
burdens.

For many months after the
PDM government came to
power, it was speculated that
the PML-N was afraid of elec-
tions because of how much
political capital it had lost
during Mr Sharif’s’ prolonged
absence, and later because
of the PDM’s inability to give
relief to the public.

Though Mr Sharif’s key ri-
val has been removed from
the political battlefield for
now, the matter of the PML-
N’s bruised support remains.
How he will galvanise his
party, and persuade voters
remains to be seen, but his
party seems to think the
‘Nawaz Sharif effect’ itself
will yield some positive re-
sults.

When he returns, Mr Sharif
will not only have to explain
why he left and stayed away
from the country for four
years, but also what his party
plans to do to address the se-
rious internal challenges the
country is facing.

Sakib Sherani

Pakistan is experiencing its
most severe economic cri-
sis in recent history. How-
ever, as | have argued pre-
viously, this crisis is “a cri-
sis like no other” (Dawn,
May 2022). It is not just
an economic meltdown, but
aconfluence of myriad and
complex challenges in the
political, governance and
environment domains.
With regards to the
economy, the current epi-
sodeis comparable in many
ways to the economic cri-
ses that have devastated
countries such as Argentina,
Mexico, Greece and Leba-
non, etc in the past. Public
commentators as well as
policymakers appear to
havebeen slow to recognise
the magnitudeand complex-
ity of the crisis. Partly due
to a lack of appreciation,
and largely due to political

Understanding this crisis

considerations, the policy
response since last year has
also been slow, behind the
curve and, now, deeply
flawed.

More recent plans for-
mulated to respond to the
perennial crisis via attract-
ing investment in a handful
of sectors of the economy
areoverly optimistic as well
as simplistic, reducing the
country’s myriad and com-
plex problems that hinder
capital formation, the cre-
ation of an entrepreneurial
ecosystem, the develop-
ment of a vibrant export
sector, etc, down to a mere
shortage of dollar liquidity.
For these reasons, it is im-
portant to understand why
the crisis Pakistan is cur-
rently experiencing is so
different than the past.

First, this one is un-
precedented in its severity
as well as its complexity
since it has emanated from
a confluence of multiple
shocks. A large terms of
trade shock since 2021 co-
incided with the impact of
a ‘sudden stop’ in external
capital availability caused
by the aggressive monetary
tightening by the US Fed-
eral Reserve. In addition,
the country is in a full-
blown public debt crisis,
with the need for a very large

fiscal adjustment over the
course of the next few
years, one that could total
around three to four per
cent of GDP — by far the
highest the country has
ever undertaken.

Along with the fiscal
adjustment, Pakistan also
needs adegree of orderly (ie
negotiated) sovereign debt
restructuring or re-profil-
ing, without which its debt
repayment capacity will
remain unsustainable. To
compound the situation,
the crisis could also enve-
lope the country’s bank-
ing sector at some later
stage, despite substantial
capital and liquidity buff-
ers at present (more on
this later).

Second, the sense of
a polycrisis is accentuated
by the fact that the coun-
try is facing a political and
constitutional crisis since
April 2022. Political un-
certainty and institutional
gridlock are complicating
policy responses and
‘whole-of-nation’ ap-
proaches that are required
for an early resolution.

Third, the current
economic crisis is accom-
panied by a crisis of con-
fidence — not just with
regard to the prospects of
the economy or the rupee

in the short term, but more
fundamentally, by a lack
of confidence in how the
country is run, and in the
ability as well as willing-
ness of the elites respon-
sibleto change course. In-
vestors, economic agents
as well as the country’s
youth are voting with
their feet via capital flight,
dollar-isation and brain
drain. Of all the problems
afflicting  us, the
vaporisation of confidence
in Pakistan’s long-run
prospects is perhaps the
most pernicious — and
unrecognised.

Fourth, the country’s
banking sector could expe-
rience heightened stress in
the months ahead, unlike
in previous episodes.
There are two potential
channels: 1) the govern-
ment, the banking
system’s largest bor-
rower, is under increasing
fiscal duress, with its fis-
cal position now clearly
unsustainable; 2) any re-
structuring of sovereign
external debtcould include
domestic public debt —
with bank credit to gov-
ernment the largest com-
ponent. A significant hair-
cut for banks could be in-
evitable under this sce-
nario.

In this complex and
challenging environment,
the prospects for
Pakistan’s economy for
the next three to four years
appear less than sanguine,
despite the relative opti-
mism surrounding the se-
curing of a nine-month
Stand-By Arrangement
from the IMF. While the
near-term risk of a sover-
eign default has been
averted for the interim,
contingent on continued
implementation of IMF
conditionality,
stabilisation and austerity
policies will need to re-
main in place beyond the
current SBA as the coun-
try undertakes a debt
workout, one that could
include domestic debt as
mentioned above. Eco-
nomic growth will remain
suppressed and financial
conditions restrictive,
while the overall business
environment will be chal-
lenging, especially for the
formal sector.

These difficult condi-
tions are likely to lead to
industry and business clo-
sures, many permanently,
in economic ‘scarring’.

Macroeconomic risks
are likely to remain el-
evated, which could be
compounded by the risk

of political instability. Cli-
mate-related shocks are
grey rhinos (slow-moving,
probable risks with high
impacts) that can precipi-
tate at any time over the
forecast horizon. Vulner-
ability to external shocks
will remain high until
‘break out’ conditions
prevail.

Each of the condi-
tions above is necessary
though not sufficient on its
own. Ultimately, the sur-
est guarantee of finding a
path to recovery and du-
rable prosperity is for all
stakeholders to view the
current crisis as an oppor-
tunity for wide-ranging,
deep and credible reform.

Tailpiece: Unfortu-
nately, another IMF
programme appears inevi-
table, simply because de-
spite the populist talk,
there is no credible and
workable alternative plan
that anyone has crafted or
presented. The glib talk on
the media about living
without the IMF is, un-
fortunately, without any
basis, and is designed to
play to the gallery. Pakistan
needs to have its external
debt rescheduled, and an
IMF programme is neces-
sary for this process. --
Courtesy Dawn

-%

'

-
—

s

Kamila Hyat

The recent controversy over
A-level results in Pakistan
has stirred up new thinking
on education. While most A-
level students who sat for
their exams earlier this year
are likely to retake them in
November 2023 as offered
by the Cambridge Board,
others are more worried
about their future, given
how the grades affect stu-
dents’ chances of scoring
admission in top-ranking
institutions. It is not just
students but their parents,
teachers and others from
various spheres of life who
are also now looking at the
exam system through a dif-
ferent lens.Some education
specialists believe that Cam-
bridge has changed its exam
format to some degree this
year — a shift from a mainly
rote-based system to some-
thing that requires greater
thinking and ability to put
forward arguments clearly.

Fix the education system

It is unclear if this is truly
the case, but those who
have been teaching at
schools offering O- and A-
level education for years do
agree that just like the FSc
and matric exams, these ex-
ams now promote rote
learning; they are now less
intellectually demanding of
students whose creativity
and talent is tested in this.
This is something that
people are wondering about.
There are now other
exams available in the coun-
try which can be seen as an
alternative to A-level and
appear to provide students
a greater opportunity to use
critical thinking mind and
come up with original
thought. The idea of educa-
tion should be to develop in
students the ability to think
for themselves and go for-
ward from that point on,
instead of encouraging them
to memorize page after page
of text and repeat it verba-
tim on answer sheets.
Moving away from
this could in fact be the criti-
cal step needed to alter our
education system and make
itmore meaningful in differ-
ent ways. At present, espe-
cially at the FSc and FA lev-
els — which is the examina-
tion system undertaken by
most students in the coun-
try — we have an extremely

high dependence on rote
leaming. The fact that teach-
ers are not trained to teach,
but only to make students
learn all lessons by heart,
simply exacerbates the
problem. We need to move
away from this.

In recent months, there
has been much discussion
over the national curriculum
and how to improve it. This
can be achieved by simply
altering the examination sys-
tem and setting it up in a
way that requires students
to think as individuals and
not repeat long passages of
text as if they were some
form of robots, or as ‘par-
rots’. This is essential to
creating capacities which
many parents and even
teachers do not believe stu-
dents possess. It is essen-
tial then to move away from
this system.

The ability of young
children to think and come
up with answers to complex
questions was exhibited ear-
lier this year at a session
organized by a private
group which offered win-
ners a chance to visit NASA
in the US. Students from
low-income schools were
asked to develop a scientific
object oftheir choice and on
their own. The results were
fascinating. Teams of young
girls and boys worked to-

gether and came up with in-
teresting inventions, includ-
ing making paper from
chicken feathers. The win-
ning teams visited NASA in
Houston and gained an ex-
perience which would not
have been available to them
had it not been for this ef-
fort. Besides this, we have
also seen plenty of other
examples of students per-
forming extraordinarily well
in other tasks at school when
they are given a chance to
think and come up with
original ideas.

This would of course
mean some major steps
within the educational sys-
tem, beginning atschools and
ideally moving on to higher
education perhaps in one or
two years at the time. In the
first place, teachers will need
to be trained to educate chil-
dren as intelligent beings and
not as objects capable of
rote leaming like a recording
machine. To do so, they
need to undergo new courses
and a new curriculum for
govemnment-school teachers
as well as a compulsory cri-
terion that teachers at pri-
vate schools have proper
certification.

In addition, parents
and children would also
need to become accustomed
to the new mode of learning
and understand that it does

indeed constitute education
and notjust games as many
parents believe to be true of
exam systems which de-
mand the child lead the way
in the educational process.
The fact that children every-
where are able to think is a
well-established fact, but
the problem lies in our fail-
ure to allow them the op-
portunity to do so or to
move forward through their
wit rather than through
memorization.

Indeed the fact that our
exam system is based on
memorization may be the
most basic flaw in our exam
system. We do not need a
single curriculum; weneed a
curriculum that has a basic
point on which all students
must come through — such
as standards in Urdu, Maths
and ideally the native lan-
guage of students as well as
English at a later point in
their education. We also
need an education system
which has the capacity to
introduce tests and exam
papers which force students
to think and develop their
ideas or thoughts, instead of
relying on borrowed ones
from exam guidebooks, still
widely available at all edu-
cational stores and at road-
side markets everywhere in
big cities.

Altering the education

system in this manner could
be of enormous benefit to
children everywhere and
also help them develop the
skills they would need in the
outside world as well as
from high leaming. It is im-
perative that we begin put-
ting in place such a system
block by block and keep
building it up. The results
of the A-level exam should
actas areminder of what we
need to do. It is hard to be-
lieve that the results were
affected entirely because
exams were suspended in
parts of the country by po-
litical protests. It seems far
more likely that at least a
large number of candidates
do not have the skills Cam-
bridge seeks in its students.
Our examination and
teaching system needs to
change so that our students
at all levels can move for-
ward and not be held back
by our focus on rote leam-
ing and the many flaws it
brings with it. This has to
be our first priority in the
education sector so that
youngpeople can learn how
to think, and we can pro-
duce thinkers like Dr Abdus
Salam and others, who once
made their way to the
world’s top centres of re-
search while starting from
our government schools. --
Courtesy TheNews

What’s in a name?

F.S. Aijazuddin

Pakistan holds an unusual
pack of cards. It has no
kings. They have been ei-
ther deposed, exiled, assas-
sinated, orhanged. It has no
queens. One potential
qualifier Miss Fatima
Jinnah was defeated by an
armed dictator using rigged
polls in 1965, and the sec-
ond Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto was murdered on
another’s watch in 2007.

It has no jacks. They
have either lost heart,
swipe clubs against their
opponents, or use spades
to dig each other’s graves.
None sparkle like diamonds.
All that Pakistan has left is
a full deck of jokers.

Each day, we Paki-
stanis wake up to a false
dawn, hoping that each new
today will have forgotten
yesterday. Each night, we
sleep and dream of a utopia
where gas and electricity
flow like milk and honey.

Were astrologers right
when they advised Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru to cel-
ebrate independence on Aug
15 rather than the unlucky
14"? Why did Nehru pre-
fer the name India to the
archaic Bharat or emotive
Hindustan?

Those who wrote the
Indian constitution gave
their countrymen both the
anglicised India and
Sanskritised Bharat. Nehru
preferred the former, and
not because it could in-
crease the sales of his book
The Discovery of India.

His feel for the flow
of history was too strong.
He saw the vast subconti-
nent— from the top of'the
northern Himalayas to the
southern tip of Cape
Comorin — as a contigu-
ous cultural, ethnic, spiri-

tual whole. Not, as the Brit-
ish had done, as a colony
consisting of princely states
marooned in a sea of van-
quished territories. Nor, as
his successor PM Modi
sees their country, through
saffron-tinted lenses.

PM Modi has already
demonstrated his electoral
authority by redefining
borders, revoking Article
370 and appropriating the
contested area of Jammu &
Kashmir. He now wants
Nehru’s secular India to
convert into BJP’s
Hindutva Bharat, and
Gandhi’s charkha or spin-
ning wheel to be replaced
by Shiva’s trishulor trident.

PM Modi’s timing
could not have been better.
He had an audience of
world leaders in New Delhi
at the G20 summit. Two
leaders to whom this change
of name will make no dif-
ference are deliberate absen-
tees from the G20 conclave:
China’s Xi Jinping and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin. To
them, India by any other
name still smells of regional
hegemony.

Once before New
Delhi was propelled into
such prominence. In 1982,
Mrs Indira Gandhi hosted
the Asian Games. She com-
missioned a talented young
designer called Rajeev Sethi
to refurbish the tired city.
He began with the airport
where he hung cylindrical
cloth tubes stamped with
vivid colours drawn from a
Rajasthani palette. India’s
welcome swung gaily above
the heads of arriving visi-
tors.

Outside, they were
surprised to drive along
four-lane highways rather
than having to compete, as
ambassador J.K. Galbraith
put it, with 5,000 years of
transport. Seventy-six
years later, while India/
Bharat is oscillating be-
tween names, we in Paki-
stan are still trying to
achieve a cohesive identity
and secure our place in the
comity of nations.

We stood on the door-
step of BRICS and watched
Ethiopia slip past us

through the door. We peered
over the fence like some in-
quisitive neighbour while
New Delhi celebrated its
success at the G20 summit
by admitting the 55 mem-
ber states of the African
Union (including Ethiopia)
into its fold.

If we are honest with
ourselves, we would accept
that no one is genuinely
fond of us. Who would be-
friend an importuning beg-
gar whose survival depends
on handouts?

Applying the maxim
‘jam yesterday, jam tomor-
row, but no jam today’,
yesterday, the Saudis, the
UAE and China shored up
our forex reserves with bil-
lions of dollars as deposits
that cannot be spent and
will have to be returned. We
are assured that tomorrow,
friendly Arab countries will
commit $100 billion to re-
vivify our economy. Mean-
while today, an insecure in-
terim government tries to
convince lenders that we are
still a bankable bet.

Without wishing to di-
lute the nation’s optimism,
would any country (how-
ever cash-heavy) be pre-
pared to lend endlessly to
an impecunious bankrupt,
whose problems are pain-
fully short-term and their
solutions even more pain-
fully long-term, but refuses
to tackle either? Political
parties demand elections,
whenever. The PPP is ready
and wants them within 90
days. Others prefer a longer
gestation period. How can
they assure voters, though,
that the next parliament will
be better than its predeces-
sors? Or will it be the same
rancid water poured in new
bottles? Thousands of our
educated and skilled citi-
zens are not waiting for the
next elections to cast their
votes. They are voting
with their feet, by migrat-
ing to whichever country
will admit them — even
Ethiopia. Our bankruptcy
is not only fiscal. It is in-
tellectual. We have ‘an ex-
penditure of words with-
out an income of ideas’. —
Courtesy Dawn
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Next week, the UN is con-
vening three high-level
meetings on universal
health coverage (UHC), tu-
berculosis (TB) and pan-
demic prevention, pre-
paredness and response
(PPPR) at its 78" General
Assembly session.

These meetings are set
to review the progress
made on these intersecting
global hea-Ith challenges as
they are tied to the
Sustain-able Development
Goals (SDGs) and the
cha-nged global pandemic
architecture. They give
heads of states and govern-
ments achance to revisit the
post-Covid global health
landscape and recommit
themselves to sustained ac-
tion on the commitments
en--shrined in the political
declarations on TB and
UHC made in 2018 and
2019 respectively.

The 2019 declarations
on UHC-SDG 3.8 set a tar-
getofreaching an additional
one billion people by 2023
and reversing trends in
medical impoverishment
caused by out-of-pocket
expenses. Yet the latest
UHC commitment
review’s key findings sug-
gest that progress on UHC
has stalled and in some
cases reversed. This state
of play on the follow-up
underscores the need for
expedited action on deliv-
ering on political commit-
ments on TB-SDG 3.3 —
which are way off track.
Covid has blown these
goals off track.

The theme of the
2023 high-level meeting on
TB is “advancing science,
finance and innovation, and
their benefits, to urgently

end the global tuberculosis
epidemic, in particular, by
ensuring equitable access to
prevention, testing, treat-
ment and care”. At the 2023
meeting, progress on the
targets set and achieved so
far will be reviewed and a
future action plan framed.

In the run-up to the
2023 high-level meeting,
civil society groups voiced
their expectations of the
meeting in May in New
York. The key policy asks
which emerged out of the
civil society consultation
focused on reinforcing com-
mitment to reaching all
people affected by TB, ac-
celerating research and de-
velopment in new TB vac-
cine, drugs and diagnostic
services, enhancing funding
for TB programmes and
prioritising TB across
UHC, primary healthcare,
pandemic prevention, pre-
paredness and response
and anti-microbial resis-
tance.

The first UN high-
level meeting on pandemic
prevention, preparedness,
and response has assumed
special urgency against the
backdrop of the devastat-
ing impact of Covid-19 on
health systems, SDGs, and
pre-existing health inequali-
ties. PPPR is especially
important in relation to se-
rious threats which future
pandemics pose to the
realisation of the SDGs,
UHC and TB as demon-
strated by the Covid pan-
demic. The Pandemic Ac-
tion Network of civil soci-
ety groups has called on
heads of states for vigorous
international action on pan-
demic preparedness in
health and beyond health
sectors in whole-of-system
approach, as well as in-
creasing ownership and ac-
countability of pandemic
preparedness and response
plans, while ensuring the
widest possible participa-
tion of civil society and oth-
ers in these efforts.

However, the draft of
the political declaration has
been described by health
press and advocates as long
on words and shorton com-

hy opportunity

mitments and lacking in
ambition. Specific actions
have been kicked down the
line to 2026 when the UN
will convene another high-
level meeting to further de-
liberate on the state of pan-
demic preparedness. Three
years is too long a period
when it comes to
pandemics, particularly
when existing pandemic
preparedness and response
mechanisms have been
found wanting in the Covid
response.

More importantly, the
publicly released draft of
the political declaration
does not include any spe-
cific financing targets for
global and domestic health
spending on pandemic pre-
paredness and respo-nse.
An even earl-ier proposal
re---la--ted to the establish-
ment of an independent
monitoring body to assess
member-state
co--m--pliance with the
pandemic treaty and spend-
ing commitment has been
done away with in the draft
declaration.

UHC, the elimination
of TB and new pandemic
preparedness and response
mechanisms are key to
achieving the SDG goals,
intersecting and interlinked
with nature as they are.
Therefore, the convening of
three high-level meetings on
these global health issues is
a rare opportunity for
world leaders and member
states to tackle global
health challenges in a
synchronised and inte-
grated way. Pakistan’s care-
taker government should
show leadership and com-
mitmentto the broader idea
of ensuring that no one is
left behind in UHC drives
and in accessing new TB
vaccine and drugs and that
the future pandemic re-
sponse is robust, equitable
and well financed. All this
will require careful prepa-
ration, nimble-footed health
diplomacy and political
will at these important
high-level meetings in Sep-
tember. Like other member
states, Pakistan too should
step up. -- Courtesy Dawn
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Religious, political leaders
unite for interfaith harmony,
urge justice for Jaranwala

FAISALABAD (APP):
The leaders from various
religious and political
groups, representing
diverse faiths and beliefs,
on Thursday emphasized
that Pakistan belonged to
all its citizens and no
individual, group or
organization had the right
to use religion as a pretext
to take the law into their
own hands.

The leaders including
Chairman Pakistan Ulema
Council (PUC) Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, Bishop
Dr Riaz Rahmat, Allama
Tahir Al Hasan, Mufti
Nasrullah, Mufti Hanif
Bhatti, Maulana
Asmatullah Muawiya,
Maulana Aminul Haque
Ashrafi said this while
addressing an interfaith
harmony conference.

Addressing the recent
tragic incidents in
Jaranwala and Sargodha,
they had called for swift
justice against the culprits
and demanded that the
facts be laid bare before the
nation. They stressed the
importance of adhering to
the principles of justice
and the rule of law.

Chairman PUP Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir

Mahmood Ashrafi
announced the ‘Seerat
Rehmat-ul-Alameen
Conference’ to be held
across the country from the
first to the end of Rabi-ul-
Awwal to educate the
public about the teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him)
regarding the rights of
minorities, women and
humanity as a whole.

Furthermore, he said
the PUC and Christian
leadership would host joint
Seerat Conferences in
Lahore and Islamabad to
facilitate dialogue and
collaboration between
Muslim and Christian
leaders on matters of
shared concern.

He said Chief of
Army Staff General Syed
Asim Munir and Prime
Minister Anwaar ul Haq
Kakar had jointly called for
stringent actions against
hoarders of dollars, flour,
sugar, and those involved
in electricity and gas theft.
They emphasized that
individuals responsible for
exacerbating artificial
economic crises should not
be granted any leniency, he
added.Ashrafi underscored
the fundamental right of
every Pakistani.

Pakhtunkhawa Haji Ghulam Ali.

elites meting with Go

vernor Khyber

Sindh cabinet decides to launch military
operation against dacoits, drug mafia

KARACHI (INP): The
Caretaker Sindh
Government has decided to
launch massive operation
against dacoits in Sindh’s
Katcha area with the help
of Pakistan Army, Police
and the Rangers to
eliminate menace of
kidnapping of the innocent
people.

The decision was
made in a cabinet meeting
held here at Chief Minister
House on Thursday with
Caretaker Chief Minister
Justice ® Maqgbool Baqar
in the chair.

The cabinet also

extension of Rangers stay
for another 6 months in
Sindh from September 14,
2023 to February 2024.

The Inspector
General Police Sindh Riffat
Mukhtar briefed the

Cabinet about overall law
and order situation in the
province with special
reference to kidnapping for
ransom cases and informed
that during current year
2023, as many as 218
people had been kidnapped
out of them 207 have so
far been recovered.

There are 11 people
stillunder the captivity of
the kidnappers, the IG

told the meeting and said
of these 11 people seven
were from Larkana, 3
from Shaheed
Benazirabad and one from
Sukkur districts.

The IG told the
cabinet that Naveed
Lashari were kidnap ped
from Jacobabad, Sagar
Kumar from Garhi Yaseen,
Qadeer, Zaheer, Gulbahar
from Kashmore and Shahid
and Jabbar from Sukkur,
Soomar from Qasimabad
Hyderabad and Farhan and
Shahid were made hostage
by dacoits from Naushehro
Feroze.

The Caretaker Chief

Minister Justice ®
Magbool Baqar asked the
IG Police and other law
enforcement agencies for
early release of all
remaining hostages from
their captors.

Justice Baqar also
asked the IGP to keep in
touch with the family
members of the hostages
and make them aware
about the efforts being
made for their release.

The Caretaker CM
also directed concerned
authorities for immediate
suspension of internet
services in the Katcha area
of the province.

accorded approval for

LAHORE: Punjab Governor hammad Bali

=

ghur Rehman chaired 40th
meeting of the Senate of the University of Engineering and Technology Lahore.

Sindh Finance Minister for
expediting public welfare,
rehabilitation works

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Minister for
Finance, Revenue, Planning
and Development
Muhammad Younus Dagha
on Thursday directed to
expedite work on public
welfare projects and
rehabilitation of flood
affected infrastructure.
He was chairing a
meeting regarding projects
for the welfare of victims
and the rehabilitation of
infrastructure affected by
the catastrophic floods of
2022 in Sindh. The projects
included Sindh flood
emergency rehabilitation
project, the World Bank
assisted Sindh Water and
Agriculture
Transformation (SWAT)
project and the Asian
Development Bank
supported Emergency
Flood Assistance
programme.The caretaker
minister, on the occasion,
stressed the need to take
practical and result-
oriented measures instead
of spending more time and
cost on the paper work so

that the projects could be
made operational at the
earliest.

The meeting was
briefed that in the first
phase of the rehabilitation
work, the construction and
repair of roads and the
improvement of canals was
being carried out.

It was further
informed that the canal
system would be improved
by using  modern
engineering methods to
prevent wastage of water.

It was told that
emergency Rescue 1122
stations were being set up
in the flood affected
districts and the same were
being handed over to the
Department of
Rehabilitation, which
would be responsible for
their operation and
maintenance.The meeting
was attended by Chairman
P&D, Shakeel Ahmed
Mangnejo, Secretary
Irrigation Niaz Abbasi,
Secretary agriculture Rafiq
Shaikh, Secretary works
and services.

RACHI: Workers of KMC are spraying Anti
Dengue spray in the streets of Sultanabad area to

decrease the rising ratio of Dengue patients in
Provincial Capital.
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Meeting discusses measures
to expedite development
process in merged districts

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry and
Caretaker  Provincial
Minister for Merged
Districts Amir Abdullah
here on Thursday chaired
a meeting to ponder over
measures needed to
expedite development
initiatives and stimulate
growth in merged district.

The meeting formed a
working group with
caretaker minister as its
chairperson and members
including special
secretaries from Planning
and Development (P&D),
Health, Education, Home
and Mineral.

The primary aim of
the working group is to

ensure speedy execution of
development projects
within the merged districts,
bolster investment across
various sectors and address
critical issues.

On the occasion, the
chief secretary reiterated
provincial government’s
commitment to develop
merged districts. He
underscored the
importance of capitalizing
on opportunities within
tourism, minerals, mining,
agriculture, livestock, and
other sectors.

He also directed
secretaries of relevant

departments to brief
caretaker minister
regarding both ongoing and

proposed projects within
the merged districts.

Chinese CG

calls on Mayor

KARACHI (APP): Consul
General of China in Karachi
Yang Yundong Thursday
called on Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab
in KMC head office on
Thursday and discussed
matters of mutual interest.

On this occasion,
China’s Vice Consul Xie
Shuye and M. Zheng Chao,
Assistant Consul Chen
Weilong were also present.

Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab
welcomed the Consul
General of China and the
accompanying guests on
their visit to KMC.

He said that Pakistan
and China have good
neighborly relations, China
has helped Pakistan in
every tough time, China’s
cooperation with Pakistan
in various fields is a great
example of friendship.

Mayor Karachi
Barrister Murtaza Wahab
said that the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
was trying to provide
quality civic facilities to the
citizens and for this
purpose, development
works was being done in
different areas of the city.

Along with residential
areas, industrial zones are
also being developed,
Karachi is the commercial
hub of Pakistan and the
center of industrial and
commercial activities.

31 new cases of
dengue in city
LAHORE (APP): As
many as 31 new cases of
dengue were reported in
the city during the last 24
hours and anti-dengue
efforts have also been
ramped up. Deputy
Commissioner Rafia
Haider came to field
besides gathering data from
1,034 locations.She
personally reviewed anti-
dengue operations in

Defense Phase 111

Two houses were
identified with dengue
larvae and promptly
treated, including
surrounding areas with
spray. Rafia engaged with
residents to discuss
performance of dengue
teams and assessed their
micro-plans and tally
sheets. She also
emphasized the importance
of clearing weeds and grass
from vacant plots in the
area.

Separately, in UC-72
Anarkali, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Revenue Adnan Rashid
warned the DDH about
duty delays.

Meanwhile,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Finance and
Planning Umar Magbool

assessed anti-dengue
activities in UC-115
Samanabad.

Tourist places should be

promoted: Governor Sindh

Chief of UNICEF’s professional
team also calls on Sindh Governor

KARACHI (APP):
Governor Sindh Kamran
Khan Tessori has stressed
the need for proper
projection of tourist places
in the province so as to
attract local as well as
foreign tourists to such
sites, which would generate
employment for the people
living there.

This he said while
talking with caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Tourism, Environment and
Climate Change Arshad
Wali Mohammad at
Governor House here on
Thursday.

Steps to promote
tourism in the province,
provision of better
facilities for tourists,
minimizing affects of
climate change and
natural

protecting

environment were
discussed in detail on the
occasion.

The Governor Sindh
said that there were many
tourist spots in the
province, including Gorakh
Hill, which need effective
publicity.He asked the
caretaker minister to
activate Sindh Tourism
Development Cooperation
(STDC) forhighlighting the
places of interest of
Tourists.

Especially, trained
guides should also be
assigned Moen-Jo-Daro
and Makli graveyards to
inform the visitors about
their historic importance,
the Governor added.

Meanwhile, Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori has
said that projects of
UNICEF are helping
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children of the province in
getting better health and
education facilities.

This he said while
talking with UNICEF
Professional Team Chief
Prem Bahadur Chand at
Governor House here
Thursday.

UNICEF projects,
provision of better health
and education facilities to
children, training of
teachers and health
professionals and other
matters of mutual interests
were discussed in detail on
the occasion.

The Governor Sindh
said that UNICEF
cooperation in the fields of
health and education is
commendable and steps are
being taken with the help
of UNICEF to provide
better facilities to children.

for demanding General Elections after the dissolution of the National
Assembly, outside Punjab Assembly in Lahore.

RDA launches grand
operation againstillegal
housing societies

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Rawalpindi Development
Authority (RDA) while
conducting a grand
operation against illegal
constructions here on
Thursday demolished
encroachments and illegal
constructions of 11 illegal
housing societies.
According to a RDA
spokesman, the RDA Task
Force formed on the special
directives of Commissioner
Rawalpindi  Division
Liaquat Ali  Chatta
launched a grand operation
and took action in
accordance with the law
against the rules violators.
He informed that the

society offices, gates,
billboards and other
infrastructure of Rawal
Enclave, Haider
Residencia, Park Zameen
Town, Al-Haram city,
Danyal Al-Haram Block,
Tameer Garden, Khan
Builders, Manan City,
Multi Gardens Phase-II,
Faisal Town Phase-II and

Capital Smart City
Extension were
demolished.The Task

Force headed by Director
General, RDA,
Muhammad Saif Anwar
Jappa conducted raids in
different areas and
demolished illegal
constructions besides.
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Female swindler
held with fake

currency notes

FAISALABAD (APP):
Sadar Sammundri police
have arrested a female
swindler along with huge
quantity of counterfeit
currency notes.

A police spokesman
said on Thursday that a
couple was busy in
purchase of gold jewellery
and other items from
people in Chak No 447-GB
against bogus currency
notes of 1000 and 5000
denomination when the
area people caught them
red-handed.

The male accused
managed to escape from the
scene whereas the police
arrested the female
swindler and recovered
counterfeit currency notes

worth Rs 150,000.

a Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) Deputy

Convener, Farooq Sattar exchanging views with Maulana Rashid Soomro,
Leader Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F) during meeting held at Bahadurabad

Markazin Karachi.

Steps taken to protect
lives, property of minority
communities: Minister

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Provincial  Caretaker
Minister for Law and
Religious Affairs, Justice
Retired, Syed Arshad Shah
Thursday said that steps
had been taken to protect
lives and property of
minorities as ensuring all
the rights to minority
community members was
among priorities of
provincial government.

He was addressing a
ceremony that was
organized by Provincial
Auqaf Department and
Churches Association of
Hazara.

The ceremony that
was aimed to promote
interfaith harmony was
held in Saint Lucas Church
Abbottabad.

The minister
expressed satisfaction over
spirit of mutual
coexistence in Hazara and
said that provincial and
federal government was
committed to protect
minorities and their

He said that
minorities were safe and
enjoying their rights in the
country and added that
certain forces were
fomenting strife and trying
to wedge difference
between majority and
minority.

He said the
government was fully
aware of these activities
and resources were being
utilized to wipe out
enemies that were hidden.

He also directed to
construct damaged wall of
Saint Lucas Church and
assured steps to protect
religious places of
minorities.

The minister said that
matters would be reviewed
about protection of
temples and illegal
allotment cases.

The ceremony was
also attended by minority
community leaders,
religious figures, deputy
commissioner, District
Khateeb and pastors of all
the churches of Hazara.
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-

T =

FAISALABAD: Chairman Pakistan Uléma

Council & President International Faith Harmony
Council Hafiz Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi is
addressing to the “Interfaith Harmony
Conference” at Razaabad.

SCCI, Zamung Kor sign
MoU for welfare & education
of orphan children

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Sarhad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(SCCI) and Model
Institute of State Children
‘Zamung Kor’ have signed
a memorandum of
understanding aiming to
support the education and
training of orphan children
under its social corporate
responsibility and
collaborate in common
interest initiatives.

Inthis regard, a formal
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed by SCCI acting
president Jjaz Khan Afridi
and Zamung Kor Director
Naja Mus Sahar during a
ceremony held at the

Model Institute of State
Children on Thursday.

On the occasion, the
secretary social welfare
department, the
government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ziaul Haq,
the Secretary General of
the chamber Sajjad Aziz,
officials from Zamung Kor
and the Social Welfare
Department were present.
According to the
agreement, both institutions
will promote activities of
mutual interests, building of
academia and industry
linkages along with joint
training sessions and
collective efforts for
education of orphan
children.

AKF organizes mass
wedding ceremony for
21 destitute couples

PESHAWAR (INP): Al-
Khidmat Foundation
(AKF) organized a mass
wedding ceremony for 21
destitute couples of the
five districts of Malakand
division. The mass
wedding ceremony of the
orphans and destitute
couples was organized in
Riwaj Wedding Hall at
Thana town of district
Malakand, said a press
release issued here on
Thursday. More than 800
guests including the relatives
of the couples attended the

Walima ceremony. So far
497 families have benefited
from the mass wedding
facility under the auspices
of the foundation. Provincial
president, AKF KP, Khalid
Wagqas presided over the
ceremony while Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan
(JIP) Siraj-ul-Haq was chief
guest on the occasion.
Prominent among those
who attended the Walima
of mass wedding ceremony
were included vice
president AKF Pakistan,
Zakirullah Mujahid.

T

HYDERABAD: A view of sewerage water
accumulated on the road outside railway work shop.

Sumbal remembered
in condolence reference
at Secretariat

LAHORE (APP): A
condolence reference for
former federal interior
secretary (late) Abdullah
Khan Sumbal was held at
the Civil Secretariat here
on Thursday.

Chief  Secretary
Punjab Zahid Akhtar
Zaman, the senior member
board of revenue,
additional chief secretary,
additional chief secretary
(home) and administrative
secretaries of all the
departments attended the
condolence reference while
all divisional
commissioners and deputy
commissioners
participated through video
link. The condolence
reference began with the

recitation of the Holy
Quran. The Administrative
Secretaries’ Committee
paid tribute to Abdullah
Khan Sumbal for his
services in civil service.

The Chief Secretary
Punjab said that Abdullah
Khan Sumbal was a
hardworking and capable
officer as well as a very
good human being and his
services in civil service
would always  be
remembered. He remarked
that the sudden death of
Abdullah Khan Sumbal is
a great loss for his family
and the civil service.

At the end of the
reference, Fateha was
offered for late Abdullah
Khan Sumbeal.
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Senate body applauds Power
Division for taking swift action
against line losses, electricity theft

Expresses displeasure over absence of Chairman NEPRA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Meeting of Senate Standing
Committee on Power
Thursday applauded the
Power Division for taking
swift action against the line
losses and electricity theft
in different DISCOs.

The meeting held here
at Old PIPS Hall
Parliament Lodges with
Senator Saifullah Abro in
the chair.

Additional Secretary,
Power Division, Arshad
Majid apprised that
approximately around Rs
one billion worth of
recovery had been made in
the last few days and the
Power Division had also
reshuffled the officers of
various DISCOs to ensure
its efficiency.

Saifullah Abro said
that the Power Division
should also reshuffled
CEOs of DISCO’s and
BoDs of various authority,
who allegedly had acted
malafide and diminishing
the capacity of power
sector.

The senate body
expressed annoyance over
the non-implementation of
the committee’s
recommendations relating
to 765kV double circuit
transmission line from
Dasu Hydro Power Station
to Islamabad.

The Additional
Secretary, Power Division
informed the ministry had
constituted a committee to
investigate the matter and
the report wold be
submitted once it was
completed.

Saifullah Abro
reiterated  that the
committee had explicitly
identified irregularities in
bidding process for the
‘Construction of 765KV
double Circuit
Transmission line from
Dasu Hydro Power Station
to Islamabad’ but irony
was that, despite making
recommendations several
times to take action against
the alleged officials, Power
Division had not taken any
action. He further said that

formation of committee
was prerogative of NTDC,
and the letter written by
the Power Division to
World Bank for identifying
procurement
mismanagement in bidding
process held no legal

standing.

Moreover, the
committee expressed
displeasure over the

absence of the Chairman,
NEPRA and its Members
and decided to issue
summon for Chairman
NEPRA and all its
Members to attend next
meeting.

While discussing the
details of CPEC power
plants, the power division
informed that sixteen
power plants were part of
the CPEC, with most of
them being wind and solar

based projects.
The committee
inquired about the

government stance on
KAPCO Power Plant,
whose contract expired in
June 2021 with IPPs.

|

k»d'_._

ISLAMABAD: Adelegation of promment bu sinessmen from Lahore and Karachl
met with the Caretaker F ederal Minister for Commerce, Dr. Gohar Ijaz.

President orders UIC to
pay Rs 4.5 min insurance
claim with 8 years’ profit

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Thursday ordered the
United Insurance
Company (UIC) to pay Rs
4.5 million insurance claim
to the customer along with
eight years’ profit.

The president, while
rejecting the appeal of the
United Insurance
Company of Pakistan
Limited against the
decision of the Federal
Insurance Ombudsman,
observed that the company
had kept the matter
pending for eight years and
made profit on its
customer’s money.

According to a news
release of the President
House Press Wing, Imtiaz
Ahmed, a resident of
Karachi, had got insured
his car for Rs 4.5 million.

When the car was stolen,
he approached the UIC
with the insurance claim of
Rs 4.5 million. However,
the company refused to
honour his claim on the
pretext that Imtiaz Ahmed
had overstated the price of
the vehicle.

On his petition, the
Federal Insurance
Ombudsman gave his
verdict in favour of Imtiaz
Ahmed.

The UIC filed an
appeal against the
ombudsman’s decision
before the president, which
the latter rejected and
ordered the company to
pay the insurance claim
along with profit for eight
years as it had collected the
premium from the
customer on the insured
amount of Rs 4.5 million.

Pakistan keen to enhance
trade, investment relations
with Iraq: Ahsan Zafar

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari has said
that Pakistan wants to
strengthen its bilateral trade
and investment relations
with Iraq in the traditional
and non-traditional sectors
that would be mutually
beneficial for both
countries and Pakistan
embassy in Iraq should
cooperate with the
business community in
achievingthis goal.

This was stated by
him while talking to
Pakistan’s Ambassador-
designate to Iraq
Muhammad Zeeshan
Ahmed, during his
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) on Thursday.

Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari said that
Pakistan and Iraq have good
potential to develop strong
cooperation in diverse
fields including trade &
industry, agriculture,
tourism, energy, health,
defence production. He

said that Pakistan can
export many products to
Iraq including textiles,
pharmaceuticals, rice, food
products and can import
oil from Iraq.

The ICCI President
stressed that the Pakistan
embassy in Iraq should
identify the demand for
Pakistani products and
manpower in the Iraqi
market and share such
information with ICCI so
that the  business
community could capture
better market share in
Iraq.

Speaking on the
occasion, Muhammad
Zeeshan Ahmed said that
he would make all possible
efforts to explore new
avenues for promoting
Pakistan’s trade and
exports with Iraq.

He said that Iraq is
developing as a new market
for investors. China has
made big investments in
Iraq and Pakistani
investors should also
explore Iraq for business
partnerships and
investment.

NPO to organize
webinar on
peace, justice
and strong
institution
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Productivity
Organization (NPO) will
conduct a webinar on
‘Peace, Justice and Strong
Institution’ on September

22.

The objective of the
workshop is to promote
peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable
development, provide
access to justice forall and
build effective,
accountable and inclusion
institutions at all levels,”
according to an NPO
document shared here
Thursday.

The workshop will
provide information about
peace, justice and strong
institutions in Pakistan,
what is meant by peace,
justice and  strong
institutions, five
approaches to peace, peace
politics, peace power of
law and power of
communication.

Bilateral trade
between Pak
Denmark,
textile sector

witnessed rise

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Ambassador of Denmark
Jakob Linulf has said
bilateral trade and textile
sector have witnessed rise
between Pakistan and
Denmark.

Strengthening
relations in green energy
initiatives and energy
conservation is our
priority, he added.

He visited ministry of
energy and met energy
minister Energy
Muhammad Ali in power
division.

The two exchanged
views on green energy

initiatives, energy
conservation, Danish
Energy Transition

initiatives and ongoing
projects of investment
fund. Pakistan and
Denmark have proposed to
constitute a  cross-
functional team of power
sector for future discussion
and joint workshop.

ISLAMABAD Caretaker Federal Mlnlster for Fmance, Revenue, Economic
Affairs, and Privatization, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held a meeting regarding
automation of FBR functions held at FBR Headquartersin Islamabad.

Border closure causes lining
up of thousands of goods laden
trucks at Torkhem: PAJCCI

PESHAWAR (APP): The
closure of the Torkhem
border for passage of all
kinds of traffic between
Pakistan and Afghanistan
for the last seven days has
caused the lining up of
thousands of trucks laden

with goods in both
countries.
“The impasse

following a firefight
between security forces
over the construction of an
unlawful structure at zero
point has inflicted aloss of
around three million US
dollars on businessmen by
destroying perishable
goods including fresh fruit,
vegetable, poultry, meat,
eggs, juices and others,”
claims Director Pak-
Afghan Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq
Sarhadi in a press
statement issued here on
Thursday.

From Torkhem zero
pointto LandiKotal, more
than 1500 to 2000 trucks
are parked in queues on
both sides of the road
waiting for the opening of
the border, Zia said.

Similarly, on the
Afghanistan side, the
number of stranded trucks
is more than 2000 to around
2500 because of the season
of fresh fruit export to
Pakistan.

Zia said big quantities
of perishable goods loaded
in trucks including fresh
fruit like grapes, bananas,
citrus, melon dew and
vegetables like lady’s
finger, and tomato have
become rot.

Apart from transit
trade goods, a large
quantity of import and
export goods from both
countries has become
wasted and is stranded due
to the closure of the border.

Around 150 to 200
trucks of soapstone and
100 trucks of coal come on
a daily basis to Pakistan
from Afghanistan. The
number of trucks carrying
fresh fruit and vegetable are
more than the above-
mentioned figure, he went
on to say.

While a large number
of trucks cross the border
to Afghanistan carrying
export goods from Pakistan
like cement, structural iron
(sarya), poultry, meat,
eggs, banana, potato etc.,
he continued.

Director PAJCCI
urged the quarters
concerned to take measures
for early resolution of
disputes because
permanent closure of the
border is not a solution and
is detrimental to the
economies of both the
countries and regional

U.S. Dy Chief of Mission
Reaffirms Commitment
to Green Shipping

KARACHI  (Online):
Today in Karachi, the
United States reaffirmed its
commitment to partnering
with the Government of
Pakistan and the port and
shipping industry to
develop a national action.
This plan will encourage
more sustainable shipping
practices to prevent global
climate change and enhance
Pakistan’s trade
competitiveness. U.S.
Deputy Chief of Mission
Andrew Schofer co-hosted
the second Green Shipping
roundtable with Office of
the Prime Minister
Political Secretary and
Chairman for Strategic
Reforms Unit Hussain
Islam and Ministry of

Maritime Affairs Director
General for Ports and
Shipping Alia Shahid.
Together they underlined
the need for immediate and
collective action to address
climate change.

Mr. Schofer delivered
keynote remarks,
underscoring the crucial
role of sustainable shipping
practices in mitigating the
impact of climate change.
Joined by Consul General
Conrad Tribble and
representatives from the
U.S. Agency for
International Development
(USAID) and U.S.
Department of Energy, Mr.
Schofer emphasized the
need for conversations to
address these issues.

trade.

Bikes,
3-wheelers sale
plunges 18.56%
in July, August

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The sale of motorbikes and
three-wheelers in the
country has witnessed a
18.56 per cent during the
first two months of the
current fiscal year (2023-
24) as compared to the sale
of the corresponding
months of the last year.
During the months
under review, as many as
161,906 motorbikes and
three-wheelers were sold
against the sale of 198,824
units in July-August
(2022-23), according to the
Pakistan Automobile
Manufacturing Association
(PAMA).The sale of
Honda motorcycles dipped
by 16.96 per cent from
165,090 units to 137,083
units whereas the sale.

ISLAMABAD: Danish Ambassador to Pakistan Jakob Linulf held a meeting
with Interim Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali at Power Division . Green
Energy investment and Energy Conservation opportunities were discussed
in the meeting.

OIC countries
must enhance food
production: Baidaulet

FAISALABAD (APP):
Islamic Organization for
Food Security (IOFS)
Director General Yerlan A
Baidaulet said here on
Thursday that majority of
the OIC countries were
facing challenges of food
insecurity, necessitating
them to enhance food
production at
organisational as well as
individual levels.
Addressing the
Afghanistan A gri Business
Forum at the University of
Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) here, he said that
Afghanistan, in particular,
had experienced profound
food insecurity and hence

top priority should be

given to the issue as any
unnecessary delay could
destabilise the entire
region.

He said that food
security was a critical issue
that resonates not only
within the Islamic world
but also on the global stage.
He said that the IOFS had
tasked with an important
mission by the OIC. In the
context of the
implementation of its

mandate on the
Afghanistan Food
Security Programme

(AFSP), several initiatives
have been undertaken to
enhance the ‘Afghanistan
Food Security Programme’
(AFSP).

at Parliament Lodges.

ISLAMABAD: SenatorSalfullah Abro, Chairman Senate Standlng Committee on Powerprmdmg overa meetmg of the committee

Steady recovery
continues;
Rupee gains 87
paisa against
US Dollar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on
Thursday witnessed the
seventh  consecutive
recovery session as it
gained 87 paisa against the
US dollar in the interbank
trading and closed at
Rs297.95 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs298.82.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of the
dollar in the open market
stood at Rs297 and Rs300
respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by Rs 1.08 to
close at Rs319.88 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs320.96, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).The Japanese Yen
remained unchanged at
closed at Rs2.02, whereas
a decline of 48 was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs372.12
as compared to the last
closing of Rs372.60.

The exchange rates of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal decreased
by 23 paisa each to close
at Rs81.12 and Rs79.43
respectively.

Shamshad for speeding
automation of FBR
operations

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Minister for Finance,
Revenue, Economic
Affairs, and Privatization,
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held
a meeting regarding
Automation Agenda of
FBR.

Minister for Finance,
Revenue, Economic
Affairs, and Privatization
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held
ameeting with the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
to discuss the acceleration
of automation of FBR
operations, at FBR
headquarters today.

Minister for IT &
Telecom Dr. Umar Saif,
Chairman FBR, and
officers from Revenue
Division, IT Division, and
FBR attended the meeting.

During the meeting,
the FBR team and the team
from Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication
apprised the Minister
about the progress on
comprehensive plan of
automation of FBR’s

functions, broadly
encompassing tax
collection and revenue
management. The Minister,
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar,
reiterated the government’s
dedication to modernizing
its fiscal systems to align
with international best
practices. She stressed the
need for leveraging
technology to strengthen
the nation’s revenue
collection mechanisms and
promote economic growth.
She further asserted that
automation is not just a
choice but a necessity to
ensure transparency,
accountability, and ease of
doing business in Pakistan.

The meeting
concluded on  the
commitment from all the
participatory bodies for
making dedicated efforts
towards this end in order
to enhance fiscal
governance, boost revenue
collection, and stimulate
economic growth of the
country.

ISLAMABAD: - Caretaker Minister fo
Commerce, Gohar Ijaz calls on Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

German companies
keen to joint ventures,
investment in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of German
companies led by
Muhammad Usman,
Country Representative
for Pakistan of German
Chambers of Commerce
Abroad visited the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) and showed interest
in joint ventures and
investment in Pakistan in
areas of their respective
fields.The delegation was
representing  various
sectors including
telecommunication,
automobile, construction,
logistics, energy and
financial services, said a
press release issued here
Thursday.

Addressing the
German delegation, Ahsan

Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry said that Pakistan
and Germany have great
potential to increase
bilateral trade in many
areas as the current level of
two-way trade of around
US$ 4 billion is not
matching with the actual
potential of both countries.

He said that both
countries are doing trade in
limited items as Pakistan’s
main exports to Germany
include textiles, leather
goods, sports goods,
footwear and medical
instruments, and its main
imports from Germany
include machinery,
chemical and electrical
goods, motor vehicles and
iron goods.

SECP shifts Regulatory
Sandbox to “Always Open”

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP) in order
to broaden outreach has
restructured its Regulatory
Sandbox (RSB) from a
cohort-based system to an
open status, allowing
applicants, including
fintech and start-ups, to
apply year-round. The

applications will be
received in three streams:
Islamic finance,

conventional finance, and

women’s-specific trades.
For the convenience

of applicants, SECP has

L i .". i .‘& ‘
QUETTA: Special Assistant to PM forA fghanistan
Asif Ali Durrani addressing regarding Pak-

developed a
comprehensive, self-
explanatory application
format and diagnostic tool.
These formats are available
at the Sandbox section of
SECP’s website.

Restructuring of the
sandbox was required to
reflect its maturity and the
lessons learned in the three
plus years of its operations.
The always open status
will ensure continuity in
partnerships and allows
applicants to approach the
RSB at the right point in
their development
lifecycle.

Afghan trade during his visit to Quetta Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.

Pakistan and Brazil
to strengthen trade
and investment ties

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Brazilian Ambassador
Olyntho Vieira called on
Dr. Gohar ljaz, Caretaker
Minister for Commerce,
Industries & Production in
his office today. Both sides
realized the fact the current
trade volume of US$ 1.6
billion can be further
increased by exploring
more areas of cooperation
especially in Value added
agriculture sector and also
in Textile & Garments.
Federal Minister Dr.
Gohar Ijaz informed the
Ambassador of the
formation of Special
Investment Facilitation

Council (SIFC), and its
proactive efforts to attract
Foreign Direct Investment
in key sectors such as
Agriculture, Mining,
Chemicals, and Information
Technology.Commerce
Minister extended an
invitation to Brazil to
consider investing in
Pakistan’s agricultural
sector for farming and also
offered to have Joint
Ventures with Pakistani
companies. Minister Gohar
appreciated the Brazil’s
global prominence in
agriculture, and expressed
its strong desire to
collaborate closely.
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US, Europeans again
threaten Iran with IAEA
resolution butleave timing open

Monitoring Desk
VIENNA: The U.S. and
three European allies have
threatened Iran with an-
other resolution atthe U.N.
nuclear watchdog’s board
demanding action on issues
such as explaining uranium
traces found at undeclared
sites, but left open whether
or when they might follow
through.

The warning delivered
by Britain, France and Ger-
many - the so-called E3 -
and the U.S. to a quarterly
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency Board of Gov-
ernors meeting published on
Thursday comes as the
West’s standoff with Iran
has been complicated by
secret U.S.-Iran talks.

A November resolu-
tion ordered Tehran to co-
operate urgently with the
TAEA’s investigation into

o
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the presence of uranium
particles at three undeclared
sites, since narrowed down
to two.

Western powers have
recently condemned Iran
for stonewalling the IAEA
on that and other issues
like the re-installation sur-
veillance cameras removed
last year, and for enrich-
ing uranium to up to 60%
purity, close to weapons
grade. But in parallel dip-
lomats say the United
States has held secret “de-
escalation” talks with Iran,
potentially muddying the
waters.

Those de-escalation
talks, which Washington
does not acknowledge,
cover issues such as Iran’s
recent slowdown of en-
richment to 60% purity,
frozen Iranian funds
abroad, and a prisoner

—_— -,

embers of a edi rom Kozhikode iclollége-c

swap, diplomats say.

“IfIran fails to imple-
ment the essential and ur-
gent actions contained in
the November 2022 Reso-
Iution and the 4™ March
Joint Statement in full, the
Board will have to be pre-
pared to take further ac-
tion in support of the
(IAEA) Secretariatto hold
Iran accountable in the fu-
ture, including the possi-
bility of a resolution,” the
four Western powers said
in a statement to the 35-
nation IAEA board.

Iran tends to bristle at
resolutions against it and
respond by expanding or
accelerating its nuclear ac-
tivities. Iran says its
nuclear programme is
strictly for peaceful uses.
Western powers say there
isno credible civilian expla-
nation for it.

arry arecanut

and guava fruit samples to conduct tests for Nipah virus in Maruthonkara
village in Kozhikode district, Kerala, India.

US sanctions five Turkey-based
firms in broad Russia action on
over 100 targets

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON:  The
Biden administration on
Thursday imposed sanc-
tions on five Turkish com-
panies and a Turkish na-
tional, accusing them of
helping Russia evade sanc-
tions and supporting Mos-
cow in its war against
Ukraine.

The designations, first
reported by Reuters, target
shipping and trade compa-
nies accused of helping re-
pair sanctioned vessels tied
to Russia’s defense minis-
try and helping the transfer
of “dual-use goods”. The
moveis part of a bigger pack-
age of measures hitting
Russia with sanctions on
about 150 targets, includ-
ing the country’s largest
carmaker.

The action comes at a
delicate moment for U.S.-
Turkey relations, with
Washington hoping Ankara

will ratify NATO member-
ship for Sweden when the
Turkish parliament recon-
venes in early October.

The United States and
its allies imposed extensive
sanctions on Russia after
its invasion of Ukraine, but
supply channels from
Black Sea neighbor Turkey
and other tradinghubs have
remained open, prompting
Washington to issue re-
peated warnings about the
export of chemicals, micro-
chips and other products
that can be used in
Moscow’s war effort.

Multiple senior U.S.
officials, including Deputy
Treasury Secretary Wally
Adeyemo, have traveled to
Turkey since Russia’s Feb-
ruary 2022 invasion of
Ukraine as part of a pres-
sure campaign to prevent
any Turkish companies
from helping Russia circum-
vent U.S. curbs.

Indian firms linked to
cough syrup deaths
received warnings

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: The deaths of
12 children in northern India
between December 2019 and
January 2020, police allege,
were caused by adulterated
cough syrup made by drug-
maker Digital Vision. It was
not the first time the
company’s medicines have
come under scrutiny.

Indian drugs regulators
found quality shortfalls in
drugs made by Digital and
its unit Orison Pharmaceu-
ticals at least 22 times be-
tween 2012 and July this
year,according to this news
agency review of records
from five states and India’s
federal drugs regulator
CDSCO.

The medicines either did
not contain the claimed vol-
ume ofingredients or failed to
dissolve quickly enough for
absorption by the body, ac-
cording to therecords.

Digital Vision founder
Parshottam Goyal

downplayed the shortfalls.
“Drug samples of every
company fail on some cri-
teria every now and then:
small mismatches in the
quantity of medicines and
things like that,” he said,
when asked about the regu-
lators’ warnings.

Tests by government
laboratories in 2020 found
that a batch of Digital
Vision’s COLDBEST-PC
cough syrup taken by the
children in the northern re-
gion of Jammu and Kash-
mircontained high levels of
toxic chemicals. The com-
pany has denied this and
said its syrup was not to
blame for the wave of poi-
sonings, without providing
proof. Maiden Pharmaceu-
ticals — whose cough syr-
ups have been linked to
deaths of at least 70 chil-
dren in Gambia last year had
also been alerted by regula-
tors to quality shortfalls in
some of'its drugs.

Russia expels
two US embassy
staff for ‘illegal

activity’

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Russia said on
Thursday it was expelling
two U.S. diplomats whom
it accused of working with
a Russian national charged
with collaborating with a
foreign state.

The Foreign Ministry
said in a statement it had
summoned U.S. envoy
Lynne Tracy and told her
that embassy First Secre-
tary Jeffrey Sillin and Sec-
ond Secretary David
Bernstein must leave Rus-
sia within seven days.

The U.S. embassy
confirmed the expulsions.
There was no immediate
comment from the State
Department in Washington.

“The named people
conducted illegal activity,
maintaining contact with
Russian citizen R. Shonov,
accused of ‘confidential co-
operation’ with a foreign
state,” the Russian state-
ment said.

Last-ditch hunt
for Morocco

quake survivors

Monitoring Desk
INEGHEDE: Rescue
teams stepped up on
Wednesday a massive ef-
fort in devastated Moroc-
can mountain villages as
chances fade for finding sur-
vivors from last week’s
earthquake which killed
2,900 people and left many
homeless.

Vehicles packed with
supplies were inching up
winding mountain roads to
deliver desperately needed
food and tents to survivors
of the nation’s strongest
quake on record and deadli-
est in more than six decades.
Smaller quakes are still rat-
tling the disaster zone and
one sent stones falling in the
village of Imi N’ Tala, where
aperson was injured follow-
ing the jolt, journalists saw.
Search teams were still
scouring the rubble for the
living. Morocco is now well
past the 72-hour window
when rescues are considered
most likely.
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View of the Ocean Explorer, aluxury cruise ship carryin 206 people that

ran aground, in Alpefjord, Greenland.
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Microsoft President Brad Smith, Nvidia’s chiefscientist William lly, and

Professor Woodrow Hartzog wait to testify before a Senate Judiciary Privacy,
Technology, and the Law Subcommittee hearing on “Oversight of A.L: Legis-
lating on Artificial Intelligence” on Capitol Hill in Washington, U.S.

China’s defence minister, not seen
in weeks, skipped Vietnam meet

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Chinese defence
minister Li Shangfu
abruptly pulled out of a
meeting with Vietnamese
defence leaders last week,
three officials with direct
knowledge of the matter
said, amid questions about
his more than two-weeks-
long absence from public
View.

Li, 65, was due to at-
tend an annual gathering on
defence cooperation hosted
by Vietnam on its border
with China on Sept. 7-8 but
the meeting was postponed
after Beijing told Hanoi
days before the event that
the minister had a “health
condition,” two Vietnamese

officials said.

The sudden post-
ponement of the meeting
and the reasons cited by
China are being reported by
Reuters for the first time.

China’s State Council
Information Office, as well
as its defence and foreign
ministries did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment about the Viet-
nam event. The Vietnamese
embassy in Beijing couldn’t
immediately be reached for
comment Thursday
evening.

The abrupt cancella-
tion of Li’s trip follows
China’s unexplained re-
placement of Foreign Min-
ister Qin Gang in July after

a prolonged absence from
public view and a shake-up
of the leadership of the
People’s Liberation Army’s
elite Rocket Force in recent
months, moves that have
raised questions about the
Chinese leadership’s deci-
sion-making.

Qin’s meteoric ascent
through the ranks of the
Communist Party was
partly attributed to his
closeness to President Xi
Jinping, making his removal
after just seven months on
the job even more unex-
pected.

Chinese officials ini-
tially said Qin’s absence
from public view was due
to health reasons.

Mercosur replies to EU trade
deal addendum, talks to
resume, Brazil says

Monitoring Desk
BRASILIA: Brazil’s For-
eign Ministry said on
Thursday that Mercosur’s
response to the European
Union’s additions to their
long-awaited trade accord
has been delivered to Brus-
sels and negotiators will
meet by video-conference
later in the day.

Splits within South
American trade bloc

Mercosur have dampened
European hopes for the
trade deal that was reached
in 2019 after two decades
ofnegotiations but has been
on hold due to environmen-

tal concerns. Brazil cur-
rently holds the pro tem-
pore presidency of
Mercosur.

“Mercosur’s response
to the EU was sent last
night,” a foreign ministry
spokesperson said.

“Today there is a
video-conference between
Mercosur and the EU to
advance the discussion,
which has been the sub-
ject of frequent meetings
between negotiators,” he
said.

Two European diplo-
mats confirmed this was
the case.

Taiwan blasts
Elon Musk over
latest China
comments

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEL Taiwan is “not for
sale”, the island’s foreign min-
ister said in a stern rebuke to
Elon Musk who asserted
Taiwan was an integral part
of China, as the billionaire
again waded into the thomy
issue of relations between
Beijing and TaipeiMusk, the
owner of the social media
platform X formerly known
as Twitter, as well as the
Tesla (TSLA.O) electric car
company and Starlink satel-
lite network, made the com-
ments to the All-In Summit
in Los Angeles uploaded to
YouTube this week.

Ukrainian servicemen of the Spartan Brig

LY . L
ade of the National Guard of

Ukraine are seen at a position at a front line, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine,
in Zaporizhzhia region, Ukraine.

France orders iPhone
12 sales halted over
radiation

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: French regulators
on Tuesday ordered Apple
to halt sales of the iPhone
12 for emitting too much
electromagnetic radiation,
and to fix existing handsets.

The French agency
that regulates radio frequen-
cies, the ANFR, said test-
ing found that the model
emits more electromagnetic
waves susceptible to be
absorbed by the body than
permitted.

The ANFR said it
“ordered Apple to remove
the iPhone 12 from the
French market from Sep-
tember 12 due to the model
exceedingthe limit” for elec-

tromagnetic absorption by
the body.

It said accredited labs
had found absorption of
electromagnetic energy by
the body at 5.74 watts per
kilogram during tests simu-
lating when the phone was
being held in the hand or
kept in a pocket.

The European stan-
dard is a specific ab-
sorption rate of 4.0
watts per kilogram in
such tests.

“Concerning phones
already sold, Apple must in
the briefest of delays take
corrective measures to bring
the affected phones into
compliance.”

Sweden’s figurehead
king celebrates S0
years on the throne

Monitoring Desk
STOCKHOLM: Sweden
this week marks the 50" an-
niversary of King Carl XVI
Gustaf’s accession to the
throne with four days of
celebrations that culminate
with a military parade
through the capital.

The scale of the golden
jubilee may not reach the
levels of royal anniversaries
in Britain, but it’s still a rare
chance for the monarchy to
fete itself with pomp and
ceremony in the egalitarian
Scandinavian country. Carl
Gustaf, 77, is the first king
in the Swedish monarchy’s
more than 1,000-year his-

tory to reach 50 years on
the throne. And following
the death of Queen Eliza-
beth II last year, he’s the
second-longest reigning Eu-
ropean monarch alive today,
after his cousin Queen
Margrethe II, who cel-
ebrated her 50" anniversary
on Denmark’s throne last
year. Security is expected to
be tight after Sweden raised
its terror alert to the second-
highest level following a
string of public desecrations
of the Quran that sparked
angry demonstrations
across Muslim countries
and threats from militant
groups.

UAE police say
they have seized
$1 billion worth
of Captagon
amphetamines

hidden in doors

Monitoring Desk
DUBALI: Police in Dubai
seized 86 million tablets
of the amphetamine
known as Captagon hid-
den in a shipment of doors
and decorative building
panels, authorities said
Thursday, estimating its
street value at just over $1
billion.

The bust comes as
sales of the amphetamine
have become a Mideast-
wide problem during
Syria’s long war.

Baby drowns
during migrant

rescue operation

Monitoring Desk
ROME/BERLIN: A five-
month-old baby boy
drowned during a rescue
operation off the Italian is-
land of Lampedusa after a
boat carrying migrants
across the sea from North
Africa capsized, ANSA and
other Italian news agencies
reported on Wednesday.

The tragedy occurred
as migrant landings on
Lampedusasurged, leaving
the small island struggling
to cope. About 1,850 new
arrivals landed on Wednes-
day, bringing the total num-
ber of migrants in
Lampedusa to more than
6,700, according to ANSA.
The boatthe baby was trav-
elling on capsized shortly
before it was intercepted
by the Italian coastguard.

F-35 fighter jets land in NATO
member Denmark to replace F-16s,
some of which will go to Ukraine

Monitoring Desk
COPENHAGEN: Four F-
35 fighter jets landed Thurs-
day at an airbase in Den-
mark in the first installment
ofthe U.S.-made planes or-
dered by the NATO mem-
ber to replace its aging fleet
of F-16s, some of which
have been promised to
Ukraine.

Dignitaries and offic-
ers clapped as the planes,
in Danish Air Force colors,
did several flyovers before
landing at the Skyrdstrup
Air Base.

Ukraine has been ask-
ing for Western fighter jets
to help it resist the Russian
invasion that began in Feb-

ruary 2022. The United
States recently gave its ap-
proval for Denmarkand the
Netherlands to provide
Ukraine with the American-
made jets.

Last month, the two
countries said they would
donate F-16 aircraft to
Ukraine, with Denmark
pledging 19 and the Neth-
erlands an unspecified
number. Denmark said it
would need to receive new
F-35s first, and Danish
Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen said in August
that she hoped the first six
F-16s could be handed
over to Ukraine around
New Year.

Religious hatred ‘totally
unacceptable’, UN chief says on
return from G20 summit in India

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, responding to a
question about the recent
attacks against Muslims
and Christians in India, said
Wednesday that religious
hatred was “totally unac-
ceptable”.

The UN chief, back
from his trip to New Delhi
for the G20 leaders’ sum-
mit, was asked by a Paki-
stani journalist whether in
light of the summit’s dec-
laration, which deplored
all acts of religious hatred,
he raised with the Indian
leadership the recent vio-
lence against the minori-
ties by Hindu extremists
in India.

“Well, I had no meet-
ing with Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi— There
was no bilateral meeting
during the summit,” the
secretary-general told a
crowded press conference
to set the scene for next
week’s high-level UN
General Assembly’s de-
bate.

“But”, he added,
“our position is clear: Re-
ligious intolerance is a vio-
lation of human rights that
is totally unacceptable.”

In his opening re-
marks, the UN chief had a
clear message for world
leaders arriving in New
York next week: “This is
not a time for posturing
or positioning.”

Pakistan’s caretaker
Prime minister Anwaar-ul
Haq Kakar will be among
over 100 world leaders at-
tending the debate.

“Action is what the
world needs,” Guterres
said defining the gathering
of 193 member states for
the UN General Assembly
High Level Week as a “one
of akind moment” to both
assess the state of world
affairs but also “act for the
common good”.

“This is not a time for
indifference or indecision,”
Antoénio Guterres told re-
porters atthe UN Head-
quarters. “This is a time to
come together forreal, prac-
tical solutions.”

SFJ to hold Khalistan
Referendum Phase 11
in October

Monitoring Desk
VANCOUVER: The pro-
Khalistan secessionist
group, Sikhs For Justice
(SFJ), plans to hold
Khalistan Referendum-II
on October 29, 2023, in
Surrey, BC, Canada,
emboldened by the un-
equivocal and principled
stand of Canadian Liberal
and Conservative leader-
ship on pro-Khalistan ac-
tivities in Canada.

Alongside Khalistan
Referendum-II, SFJ has an-
nounced its plans for the
“Shaheed Nijjar Kill India
Referendum?”, after a turn-
out of over 135,000 Sikhs
in support of Khalistan cre-
ation on September 10 at
the Guru Nanak Gurdawara
in Surrey, British Columbia
and to further allow those
to vote who couldn’t vote
due to the heavy turnout.

The central question of
the referendum, according to
the SFJ, is whether Indian
High Commissioner Sanjay
Kumar Verma bears respon-
sibility for the assassination
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar. The
voting will took place at the
Gurdwara, which was the
site of the tragic assassina-
tion of Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
the President of Khalistan
Referendum Canada and a
prominent Sikh activist
who was assassinated on

June 18, 2023, by a group
of unidentified individuals
believed to be Indian state
agents.

Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, SFJ General Coun-
sel, emphasised that pro-
Khalistan Sikhs have
transitioned from armed
struggle to peaceful means,
“From Bullet to Ballot” in
their quest to liberate Punjab
from Indian occupation. In
October 2021, the US-based
Sikhs for Justice(SFJ) began
the Khalistan Referendum
voting campaign in the UK.
Since then, similar events
occurred in over adozen Eu-
ropean cities. On September
10*, Khalistan Referendum-
I took place at Guru Nanak
Sikh Gurdwara, drawing an
unprecedented turnout of
more than 135,000 Sikh vot-
ers. Remarkably, this ex-
ceeded the previous record
set five months ago in
Brompton, Canada.

It is worth noting that
over 50,000 individuals
were unable to cast their
votes before the polling
concluded.

The independent
Punjab Referendum Com-
mission (PRC) employed
severalhundred individuals
to oversee the voting pro-
cess, ensuring a fair proce-
dure for this significant de-
mand.

Scientists call fraud on
supposed extraterrestrials
presented to Mexican Congress

Monitoring Desk
MEXICO CITY: Sup-
posed aliens landed in
Mexico’s Congress but
there were no saucer-
shaped UFOs hovering
overthe historic building or
bright green invaders like
those seen in Hollywood
films.

The specter of little
green men visited Mexico
City as lawmakers heard
testimony Tuesday from
individuals suggesting the
possibility that extraterres-
trials might exist. The re-
searchers hailed from
Mexico, the United States,
Japan and Brazil.

The session, unprec-
edented in the Mexican
Congress, took place two
months after a similar one
before the U.S. Congress in
which a former U.S. Air
Force intelligence officer
claimed his country has
probably been aware of
“non-human” activity since
the 1930s.

Mexican journalist
José Jaime Maussan pre-
sented two boxes with sup-

posed mummies found in
Peru, which he and others
consider “non-human be-
ings that are not part of our
terrestrial evolution.”

The shriveled bodies
with shrunken, warped
heads leftthose in the cham-
ber aghast and quickly
kicked up a social media
fervor.

“It’s the queen of all
evidence,” Maussan
claimed. “That is, if the
DNA is showing us that
they arenon-human beings
and that there is nothing
that looks like this in the
world, we should take it as
such.”

But he warned that he
didn’t want to refer to them
as “extraterrestrials” just
yet.

The apparently desic-
cated bodies date back to
2017 and were found deep
underground in the sandy
Peruvian coastal desert of
Nazca. The area is known
for gigantic enigmatic fig-
ures scraped into the earth
and seen only from a birds-
eye-view.
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Democracy in Pak owes a
lot to sacrifices offered by
SZAB, Benazir: Raja

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem-
bly Raja Pervez Ashraf
Thursday said that democ-
racy had rendered itself as
best form of government
across the world. He said
that the countries which
cherished and implemented
the democratic values had
touched the height of pros-
perity and development.
Raja Pervez said “Pa-
kistan has been blessed
with energetic and talented
youth bulge which will lead
Pakistan on the path of de-
velopment and progress,”

his message on the Interna-
tional day of Democracy.

The speaker said the
nation would always re-
main indebted to Shaheed
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto for their
historic struggle and sacri-
fices for ensuring democ-
racy in the country.

He expressed that
they firmly believed that all
powers to determine the
destiny of the nation rest
with people and it was well
documented in the annals of
the history that they never
compromised on it.

he expressed these views in

Chalrman PM's Taskforce on Gandhara Tourlsm
Minister of State Dr Ramesh Kumar Vankwani in
a meeting with caretaker CM Balochistan Ali
Mardan Khan Domki at CM House, Quetta.

UN organizes eight of 12
dialogues about sustainable
development in Quetta

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Today the
eighth of a series of 12 dia-
logues on sustainable devel-
opment was held in Quetta,
Balochistan, by the United
Nations and the district ad-
ministration.

In total, more than
1,000 local leaders living in
12 major cities across six
provinces and territories
are discussing the develop-
ment challenges which they
face, and how they impede
economic and social
progress in their districts.
The dialogues are being held
in the different languages
spoken across Pakistan.

“These dialogues
bring the United Nations
closerto the peopleand the
local governments that we
serve, said Julien Harneis,

UN Resident Coordinator
in Pakistan. “We are ac-
tively listening to their con-
cerns and their ideas. They
will work together, and
with us, on accelerating
progress to bridge inequali-
ties and reduce poverty. We
will share their suggestions
with the federal Govern-
ment as we focus on return-
ing to sustainable develop-
ment.” In Quetta, the dis-
cussions focused on four
topics chosen by the par-
ticipants ahead of the
event: governance, digital
transformation, youth em-
ployment and water, sani-
tation and hygiene
(WASH). Nearly 100 local
leaders—women and men,
including youth—partici-
pated together with senior
officials from Quetta.

RAWALPINDI: H.E. Mchmet Pacac, Ambassador
to Turkiya called on Minister for Defence Lt. Gen.
Anwar Ali Hyder (Retd) in Ministry of Defence.

PAPSA’s leaders demand
govt to provide relief
to private schools

QUETTA (APP) Central
leader of Pakistan Alliance
of Private Schools Associa-
tions Alliance (PAPSA),
Sahibzada Sajjad Masood
Chishti, Vice Chairman of
Pakistan ~Muhammad
Nawaz Pindaranion Thurs-
day demanded to Caretaker
federal and provincial gov-
ernments would take prac-
tical steps to provide relief
to private education sec-
tors. They said that pri-
vate schools were facing dif-
ficulties due to inflation and
thehuge increase in electric-
ity prices.

Itisalso feared that the
number of schools closed

due to inflation willbe more
than the number of private
schools closed during the
corona epidemic, they said.

They expressed these
views while talking to the
delegation of Pakistan Alli-
ance of Private Schools As-
sociations,. The delegation
included central leader

Amanullah Tareen,
Muhammad Zaman
Yousafzai, Haji Abdul

Wahab Khan Kakar, Ali
Ahmad Baloch, Abdul
Qahar Khan Kakar, Madam
Shazia Ali, Zia-ul-Rehman
Bangluzai, Kaleemullah
Khan Achakzai, Mirwais
Khan Khilji and others.

CPEC transforms Pak
social economic landscape:
Ambassador Haque

BEIJING (APP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
China, Moin ul Haque said
that the construction of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), the flag-
ship project of the Belt and
Road (BRI), has trans-
formed Pakistan’s socioeco-
nomic landscape and
brought tangible benefits to
its people.

“The BRI paved with
the principles of peaceful
coexistence, good neighbor-
liness, and win-win coop-
eration has also brought
nations together in har-
mony, transcending differ-

ences and working towards
shared prosperity,” he told
local media during his visit
to the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Con-
ference (CPPCC), China’s
top political advisory
body. The ambassadors and
diplomats from 18 coun-
tries, including Laos,
Kazakhstan, and
Uzbekistan participated in
a thematic forum with
CPPCC National Commit-
tee members to exchange
views on the role of con-
sultation in deepening Belt
and Road cooperation.

Chairman PM Task Force for Gandhara meets Domki:

Steps taken for preservation of places
of ancient civilizations being made
more effective: caretaker CM

Dr. Ramesh Kumar opines Gandhara civilization
can be helpful in promoting national solidarity
among federating units of country

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki has stated that the
civilization of Gandhara has
key importance in the
international recogni-
tion of Pakistan and the
steps taken for preser-
vation of the places
having ancient civilization
are being made more effec-
tive and fruitful.

In this context, the
ongoing efforts would also
be improved after review-
ing therecommendations of
the Prime Minister Task
Force for Gandhara.

The caretaker Chief
Minister stated so while
speaking to the caretaker
Federal Minister and Chair-
man PM Task Force for
Gandhara, Dr. Ramesh
Kumar who called on him
here on Thursday.

SC returns
PTD’s petition
regarding
elections

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Registrar Office of the
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day raised objections on the
constitutional petition of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) seeking general elec-
tions within 90 days of the
assemblies’ dissolution and
returned it.

The Registrar Office
objected that the petitioner
had not approached the rel-
evant forums before filling
the case in the SC.

It also raised the ob-
jection on naming President
Arif Alvi as respondent,
observing that the head of
the state could notbe made
a part of the petition under
Article 248. Moreover, it
was also not mentioned
which fundamental right of
the petitioner was violated,
the Registrar Office added.
The petition also did not
meet the requirements seek-
ing the apex court’s pro-
ceedings under Article 184/
3, it said.

Pakistani
pilgrims facing
difficulties at

Iragiborder

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Millions of Pakistani pil-
grims entered Iraq through
Iran on the occasion of
Arbaeen Hussaini. Return-
ing Pakistani pilgrims are
facing difficulties at the
Chazabeh border.

According to sources,
the pilgrims are short of
food and water in the heat
of 46 degrees Celsius.
Women and children are
facing very difficult situa-
tion in extreme heat neither
water nor food nor phone
signals are there.

Pilgrims have ap-
pealed for help from the
Pakistani embassy in Iraq.
On the other hand, 18 Pa-
kistani pilgrims are stuck at
Baghdad Airport and are
not getting return tickets.

Bugti condemns
attack on JUI
leader Hafiz
Hamdullah

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terim interior minister
Sarfraz Bugti strongly con-
demned the attack on Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI) leader
Hafiz Hamdullah on Thurs-
day in Mastung,
Balochistan.

The minister prayed
for the quick recovery of
the JUI leader and others
injured in the blast.

He said, the entire na-
tion is united in war against
terrorism and willnever al-
low terrorist to succeed in
their nefarious designs.

“Terrorists want to
spread anarchy in the coun-
try,” said the minister add-
ing that the government
will not spare the enemies
of the country’s develop-
ment and peace.

The caretaker Chief
Minister said that compre-
hensive planning is being
made for making the steps
of improvement in commu-
nication network, easy ac-
cess and provision of basic
facilities sustainable.

He said that it is en-
deavor of the government
to adopt such a comprehen-
sive and coordinated strat-
egy, which has sustainable
results, he maintained.

Mardan Ali Domki on
the occasion termed the an-
cient Gandhara civilization
as reflection of the toler-
ance, harmony and broth-
erhood and appreciated the
stance of Dr. Ramesh that
the civilization can be help-
ful in promoting national
solidarity among all feder-
ating units of the country.

During the meeting,
Dr. Ramesh informed the

about the details of pro-
posed Gandhara Corridor
project. He told that the
ancient archeological sites
of Gandhara civilization are
located in all the four prov-
inces and Gilgit Baltistan.

Out of them, five ar-
cheological locations are
present in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhaw, one each in
Sindh and Balochistan, 10
in Punjab and four in GB,
adding he mentioned. While
the area of Islamabad was
also important part of the
Gandhara, adding he men-
tioned.

Moreover, he in-
formed that the ancient
caves situated in Gondrani
city Roghan had also been
built by the Budhas’ fol-
lowers in the 7th centuries.
However, only 500 out of
around 1500 ancient caves
are present in good condi-
tion.

caretaker Chief Minister

QUETTA J amlat Ulema—e—Islam (JUIL-F) Secretary
General, MaulanaAbdul Ghafoor Hyderiaddresses
to media persons during press conference.

Lab on Wheel at
UoT inaugurated in
collaboration with VU

Independent Report
TURBAT : The Mobile
Laboratory, also known as
the ‘Lab on Wheels,” was
operationalized at the Uni-
versity of Turbat (UoT).
This initiative was launched
by the University of Turbat
in collaboration with the
Virtual University (VU) of
Pakistan to enhance aca-
demic excellence and re-
search advancement at UoT.
The purpose of this Mobile
Lab is to engage the stu-
dents of the Natural and
Basic Sciences and Chem-
istry Department of UoT
in hands-on scientific labo-
ratory activities, bridging
the gap between theory and
practical knowledge in their
respective fields.

Dr. Mansoor Ahmed,

Pro Vice-Chancellor (PVC)
of UoT along with Dr. Gul
Hasan, Dean of the Faculty
of Legal Education inaugu-
rated the Mobile Labora-
tory in the presence of rep-
resentatives from Virtual
University, UoT’s Registrar,
Deans, Directors, Heads of
various Departments, Fac-
ulty Members, Administra-
tive Staff, and Students of
UoT. PVC requested the
Registrar of the Virtual Uni-
versity to extend this hands-
on practical opportunity to
UoT’s science students ev-
ery semester. Speaking on the
occasion, the PVC stated that
this pioneeringinitiative would
provide science students at
UoT with ample opportuni-
ties to apply their theoretical
knowledge.

; ;
QUETTA CaretakerProvmcml Ministers Shaina

Khan and Prince Ahmed Ali meeting with Inspec-
tor General of Police Abdul Khaliq Sheikh

Peace, equitable development
inevitable to attract trade,
stop brain drain: President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Thursday while calling the
international responsibility
for peace a foundation for
trade, urged the world to
ensure equitable develop-
ment across the world to
address the issue of brain
drain from developing coun-
tries. The president, ad-
dressing the Annual LCCI
Ambassadors’ Dinner
2023, exemplified Europe
saying that by enhancing
mutual trade, the world had
moved towards peace but
it required enhanced efforts
to create an enabling atmo-
sphere all around. He said
Pakistan, being the fifth
largest country in the world
did not need any charity
but the trade with the in-
ternational world.

He said Pakistan de-

sired the developed world
to share its expertise in in-
formation technology with
Pakistan as pursuing the
ideals of “one humanity”,
they should spend their re-
sources for the betterment
of the people outside their
borders too. President Alvi
said the brain drain made the
nations lose competent in-
dividuals despite having
spent huge resources on
their education.

The provision of eq-
uitable development would
help such individuals to
contribute to their own
countries. Recounting
Europe’s journey to get rid
of war, the president said
women and children had al-
ways been the major casu-
alties of conflicts, and the
establishment of peace re-
quired the elimination of

exploitation. Highlighting
the double standards, the
president said the signing of
peace conventions and their
violations could not go on
simultaneously.

He said the world
must focus on enhancing
cooperation for the better-
ment of the next generations
as all the world religions
preached human service.
President Alvi said that as
artificial intelligence was
impacting human decision-
making, it required timely
efforts to tacklethe challenge
beforeit got out of control. He
urged the diplomats to per-
suade theirrespective business
communities to take advantage
of Pakistan’srenewed commit-
ment to attract investment
with a particular focus on a
few sectors through a one-
window facility.

QUETTA Commissioner Quetta Division Hamza Shafaat and Deputy Com-
missioner Lt (Retd) Saad bin Asad meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik

Abdul Wali Khan Kakar
Resignation Prevention of smuggling
OGf Pmsﬁ\l&)ﬁ Jan Achakzai appreciates
enera o« o .
accepted | IMEASUreS of administration

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The resignation of Prosecu-
tor General NAB Justice ®
Asghar Haider has been ac-
cepted.

According to notifica-
tion issued by Law Minis-
try, Law Ministry has is-
sued the notification of ap-
proval.

Asghar Haider’s resig-
nation is accepted from
September 15.

PPP serves
show cause

notice to Latif

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) has issued a show
cause notice to Sardar Latif
Khosa, its Central Execu-
tive Committee (CEC)
member and senior lawyer
on Thursday.

Latif Khosa and
Aitzaz Ahsan, have been at
odds with the party leader-
ship over their support to
former prime minister
Imran Khan in his legal
troubles.

Earlier, both senior
lawyers were invited to at-
tend the CEC meeting in
Lahore on September 14
(today).

“Latif Khosa has been
a member of the People’s
Party’s CEC but without
informing the party assist-
ing the head of another
party in legal cases, who
has been convicted under
corruption charges,” ac-
cording to the show cause
notice.

“You have criticized
the state over cipherin law-
yers’ convention.”

“Deliver your reply of
this show cause notice
within 7 days, in case of
no-reply, action will be
taken as per the rules and
your basic membership of
the party can be termi-
nated,” Khosa has been
warned.

The PPP’s secretary
general Nayyar Bukhari has
issued the show cause no-
tice to Latif Khosa.

Nine students selected from
Balochistan for Reko Diq
‘Int’l Graduate Programme’

QUETTA (APP): The
highly-coveted RDMC
(Barrick) International
Graduate Program launched
in July this year culminated
with the selection of nine
young graduates from
across Balochistan on
Thursday. The primary
goal is to cultivate a cadre
of future experts and lead-
ers who will not only fill
the void in the region’s skill
landscape but also cham-
pion the Reko Diq Mining
Company along with their
province. Being a global
company, Barrick has its
presencein 19 countries and
seeks to facilitate cross-

members so that there is
opportunity to transfer
knowledge and skill and
enhance in-country capabil-
ity. For Pakistan this pro-
gram is an investment to
build national human re-
source capacity for the
mining sector. The Interna-
tional Graduate Program
has a term of two years af-
ter which employees usu-
ally return to their country
of origin to work for the
Barrick business there.
The nine individuals,
four of whom are women,
belong to various parts of
the province and were se-
lected through a merit-
driven process. The gradu-

ates selected come from
across the province of
Balochistan from districts
such as Panjgur, Gwadar,
Quetta, Loralai, Khuzdar,
Pishin and the RDMC dis-
trict of operations Chagai.
Disciplines that RDMC
(Barrick) has hired from are
Electrical Engineering, Me-
chanical Engineering, Civil
Engineering, Renewable
Energy and Geology.
RDMC made a con-
scious effort to find Baloch
students since opportuni-
ties for employment and
training have historically
been limited in the province.
RDMC approached various
educational institutions.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has appreciated the mea-
sures taken by administra-
tion for prevention of smug-
gling in the province.

In an official state-
ment issued here on Thurs-
day, Jan Achakzai termed
the anti-smuggling mea-
sures as satisfactory and
remarked that the network
of smuggling has been ex-
posed because ofthe mea-
sures taken recently by the
provincial administration.

He observed that bet-
ter coordination is being
witnessed among adminis-
tration of all the districts.
Due to the timely interven-
tion, prices of sugar and
other commodities have
beenreduced con51derab1y,

he maintained.

Jan Achakzaisaid that
the smuggling is being
eliminated through the best
assistance of all law enforce-
ment agencies. He asserted
that Balochistan would no
longer be a safe place for
smuggling of any thing.

In addition to this, the
action has also been taken
against creating artificial
shortage of the dollars for
district administration and
other concerned depart-
ments deserve apprecia-
tion, he said.

The caretaker Provin-
cial Minister said that it is
our utmost endeavour to
provide maximum relief to
the masses by taking steps
in their larger interest for the
provincial administration
has demonstrated excellent
performance.

QUEA: Caretaker Minister forports and Cul-

ture Nawabzada Jamal Raisani meeting with DG
Levies Naseebullah Kakar

Jan slams attack on Hamdullah:

Govt. determined to identify
& apprehend foreign elements
complicit in attack

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has strongly condemned
the attack on senior leader
of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI), Hafiz Hamdullah in
Mastung on Thursday.

In a condemnation
statement issued here, the
Provincial Minister Infor-
mation said thatthe govem-
ment is determined to iden-
tify and apprehend the for-
eign elements complicit in

the attack.

He also said that
Balochistan’s peace and
harmony would not be al-
lowed to be destroyed.

Jan Achakzaisaid that
an investigation has been
initiated to bring the cul-
prits involved in the attack
to justice. It may be men-
tioned here that in all 11
persons including Hafiz
Hamdullah were injured in a
bomb blast occurred on the
road side in Mastung area
on Thursday afternoon.

ECP will release election
schedule by Nov: Kanwar

ISLAMABAD  (INP):
Kanwar Dilshad, former
chief secretary of the elec-
tion commission on Thurs-
day said that the ECP will
release election schedule by
November. He said the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has currently
been engaged in fresh de-
limitation exercise that could
be concluded by November
20. “The constitution says
the election should be held
within 90 days after disso-
lution of assemblies,”
former ECP officialsaid. “A
turmoil being created refer-
ring the 90 days’ condition
repeatedly,” he added.
Commenting on the
President’s role, Dilshad
said that he could only give

his suggestion to the elec-
tion commission.

Kanwar Dilshad ear-
lier said he did not see the
next general elections to be
held before February 15,
2024, after the Council of
Common Interest (CCI)
approval of the Digital
Census 2023. Talking to a
private Tv news channel,
the former ECP secretary
pointed out that a fresh de-
limitation exercise, which
takes around four to six
months, would make it im-
possible to conduct the
general polls due before Oc-
tober 12 this year. He said
that the ECP is legally
bound to hold a fresh de-
limitation exercise, noting
that the next elections.

border learning of its team

QUETTA Additional Chief Secretary Home Saleh Muhammad Nassar pres1d1ng overa meeting 0fPr0V1nc1al Task Force for
prevention of electricity theft
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