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COAS says:

Our standard of professionalism,
leadership par excellence to
world’s any modern army

Junior Leaders are the backbone of Pakistan Army and are
key to success in Conventional and Unconventional Warfare

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief of Army Staff, Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir on
Tuesday said the Pakistan
Army’s standard of profes-
sionalism and leadership
was par excellence com-
pared to any modern army
of the world.

However, the Junior
leaders of the Pakistan
Army have proven their
mettle in the fields of train-
ing, operations, and world-
class competitions across
the world”, the COAS said.

The Opening Cer-
emony of Multi-National
Special Forces Exercise
“Eternal Brotherhood-I11”
was held at Barotha. Spe-
cial Forces contingents
from Pakistan, Kazakhstan,
Qatar, Turkiye, and
Uzbekistan are participat-
ing in a two-week long ex-
ercise, an Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)

news release said.

The Army Chief vis-
ited Barotha Garrison and
interacted with the exercis-
ing participants. He was
briefed on the scope and
conduct of the exercise by
the General officer Com-
manding Special Service
Group.

The exercise is aimed
at further harnessing the
historic military-to-mili-
tary relations among the
friendly countries, includ-
ing nurturing of joint em-
ployment concept, while
identifying areas of mu-
tual interest for future
military collaborations
and benefiting from each
other’s experience against
terrorism. Prior to visit-
ing Brotha, the COAS
also visited Junior Lead-
ership Academy (JLA)
Shinkiari, which is the

training of Non Commis-
sioned Officers. He laid
floral wreath at Yadgaar e
Shuhada (The Martyrs
Monument) and ad-
dressed the participants
of the Academy.

COAS remarked that
“Junior Leaders are the
backbone of Pakistan Army
and are key to success in
Conventional and Uncon-
ventional Warfare.” On ar-
rival at JLA and Brotha,
COAS was received by In-
spector General Training &
Evaluation.

Online adds: Opening
Ceremony of Multi-Na-
tional Special Forces Ex-
ercise “Eternal Brother-
hood-II” was held at
Barotha. Special Forces
contingents from Paki-
stan, Kazakhstan, Qatar,
Turkiye and Uzbekistan
are participating in two
weeks long exercise.

Center of Excellence for
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KARACHI: President Dr Arif Alvi in a meeting with delegation of

Governor House.
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KCCI at

CM orders inquiry, audit
of Qatar Hospital, expresses
displeasure over Orangi SHO

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (retd) Magbool
Baqar during his surprise
visit to the Sindh govern-
ment Qatar Hospital or-
dered an overall inquiry and
audit to ascertain the rea-
sons behind the shortage of
medicines, off-road ambu-
lances, out of order some
Lab machines and unsani-
tary conditions.

The CM on Tuesday
morning paid a surprise
visit to the Sindh govern-
ment Qatar Hospital and
went ward to ward, OPD,
emergency, pharmacy, pe-
diatric wards, and inspected
ambulance.

He expressed his dis-
pleasure over the unsanitary
condition of various wards
where stretchers had dirty
stained bed sheets and a
stench smell was felt every-
where. The CM noticed

that the patients from two
wards were ousted to clean
them.

Baqar met with the
patients and their atten-
dants, and most complained
about the non-availability
of medicines.

He visited the medi-
cine store where he was told
that an order to purchase
medicines had been placed
on August 25, 2023, but
delivery was yet to be re-
ceived.

The CM personally
checked the purchasing or-
der and talked to the ven-
dor on the phone about the
provision of medicines
within a week, otherwise,
hold him that he [the ven-
dor] would be blacklisted.

A woman met him in
the pharmacy and told him
she was making trips to the
hospital for insulin, but it
was unavailable.
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KARACHI: Caretaker Provincial Minister for Law
Umar Sommro meeting with Governor Sindh

Kamran Khan Tessori.

Minster for measures to
encourage industrialization,
resolving issues

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Minister for
Revenue, Industries, and
Commerce, Muhammad
Younus Dagha, stressed on
Tuesday the need for mea-
sures that help resolve is-
sues faced by industries and
encourage the establish-
ment of new industrial units
in the province.

The minister, while
presiding over a meeting
here, emphasized that the
Department of Industries
and Commerce could play
a very important role in the
development of Pakistan,
especially the province of
Sindh.

Provincial Secretary
Industries and Commerce
Rashid Solangi, MD SITE
Ghazanfar Ali Qadri, and
officers of the department

and Sindh Government
Printing Press, as well as
contractors, attended the
meeting.

The minister was
given a detailed briefing re-
garding the performance of
various organizations and
sections of the Department
of Industry and Commerce.

Younus Dagha urged
the officers to work with
dedication and honesty to
solve the problems of ex-
isting industries in Sindh
and promote new indus-
tries. The caretaker govern-
ment intended to complete
the ongoing projects of the
industries and commerce
department at an acceler-
ated pace so that a better
line of action could be pro-
vided to the incoming gov-
ernment, he maintained.

Superintendent,
Central Jail
Karachi calls on

Governor
KARACHI (APP): Super-
intendent of Central Jail
Karachi Hasan Sahito here
on Tuesday called on Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori .

The Superintendent
invited the governor to a
painting exhibition by pris-
oners at Arts Council
Karachi on September 23.

The governor said that
the purchase of paintings
would encourage the work
of prisoners.

Caretaker PM
attends 78th
UNGA opening

session

NEW YORK (APP): Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Tuesday attended the 78th
opening session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA 78).

The prime minister
will present Pakistan at the
high level moot on Global
Development Initiative and
would address the partici-
pants, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

Besides, he will also
attend and address a high
level meeting on Sustainable
Development Goals.

PM Kakar is expected
to meet Iranian President
Sayyid Ebrahim Raisi and
President of Turkiye Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on the side-
lines of the session.

Shahbaz
reaches

Lahore

LAHORE (Online):
Former Prime Minister
(PM) Shahbaz Sharif has
reached Lahore from Lon-
don.

President PML-N has
returned to Lahore after his
one month stay in London.

Shahbaz Sharif held
several important meetings
with PML-N Quaid during
his stay in London besides
making announcement of
Nawaz Sharif return to Pa-
kistan.

Shahbaz Sharif par-
ticipated in several party
meetings in London.

According to sources
Shahbaz Sharif will now
review the preparations in
connection with reference
to Nawaz Sharif return to
Pakistan. He will make con-
sultations with other party
leaders in connection with
reception of Nawaz Sharif.

NEW YORK: Caretaker Prime Minister An
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aar—ul— Kakar is anding
the opening session of the General Debate of 78th UNGA session at the UN
headquarters.

President for collective efforts to
tackle socio-economic challenges

KARACHI (APP): Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi on Tues-
day emphasized for collec-
tive efforts to tackle chal-
lenges of unemployment,
rising stress in society, im-
proving access for differ-
ently-abled persons to op-
portunities, and enhanced
female participation in busi-
nesses and jobs.

He also underscored
the  importance of
volunteerism and active in-
volvement of the chambers,
banking sector, and civil
society to overcome the
socio-economic challenges
in the meeting with a del-
egation of Karachi Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (KCCI).

The president urged
the business community to
play a pivotal role in ad-
vancing social sectors and
fulfilling their corporate
social responsibility by
helping those in need. The
collaborative endeavours by
the public and private sec-
tors could bring about a
positive transformation in
people’s lives, particularly
in the realm of social initia-
tives, he added.

The president
stressed for the creation of
an inclusive society that
actively promoted female
participation in socio-eco-
nomic activities. He called
upon the KCCI members to
inspire and support women
in becoming future entre-
preneurs, fostering confi-
dence and empowerment
among them.

He also emphasized
the importance of human
development and advised
the business community to
create more employment
opportunities for women
and persons with disabili-
ties.

President Alvi ac-
knowledged the positive
impact of information tech-
nology on facilitating bank
account opening and finan-
cial transactions for women.
He emphasized the busi-
ness community’s role in
providing a conducive at-
mosphere for women at
workplace.

He also called on the
corporate sector to priori-
tize the welfare of workers
and environmental protec-
tion, ensuring a better

world for future genera-
tions.

Regarding the perfor-
mance of the banking sec-
tor, President Alvi praised
its achievements over the
past three years. He urged
the chambers to develop
fast-track mechanisms to
ensure quantifiable perfor-
mance, with a specific goal
of achieving 20 to 25% fe-
male employment within
the industry.

He commended some
banks in the country for
achieving a remarkable 30%
female employment.

The president high-
lighted that Pakistan had
great potential with abun-
dant natural and human re-
sources, but there was need
to provide quality educa-
tion and skills to harness the
competitiveness of the in-
dustrial and business sec-
tors.

He urged the KCCI
members to engage with the
government and civil soci-
ety to find solutions for the
challenges faced by them in
carrying out corporate so-
cial responsibility (CSR)
activities.
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being briefed by officials during his inspection visit to Sindh Government
Qatar Hospital at Orangi Town area in Karachi.

Home Minister says:

Criminals will not be
pardoned under any
circumstances

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Caretaker Home Minister
Brigadier (retd) Haris
Nawaz on Tuesday said
criminals involved in rob-
beries and kidnappings
will not be pardoned un-
der any circumstances
and there was no political
pressure, if we have to ar-
rest a chief of any tribe,
we will arrest him.

He stated this during
his visit to Kot Shahu, a
village on the outskirts of
Shikarpur, along with In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Sindh Riffat
Mukhtar.

Haris Nawaz said
criminal elements will be
eradicated in two months.
Rangers and the Pakistan
Army would also be in the

operations against crimi-
nals. Modern weapons
and equipment would be
used in the operations.

Strict actions be-
sides, the minister said, will
also be taken against the
facilitators and helpers of
criminals.

The caretaker gov-
ernment will rid the river-
ine areas of criminals dur-
ing its tenure, he said.

He said a separate al-
lowance would be given
to the policemen perform-
ing duties in Katcha Ar-
eas.

Deputy IGP Larkana
Javed Jiskani briefed the
minister and IGP Sindh to
about the operation
against criminals, on the

KARACHI: Leaders and supporters of Jamat-e-

occasion.
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Islami (JI) are holding protest demonstration
against massive unemployment, increasing price
of daily use products, inflation price hiking and
the highly inflated electricity bills, held at
Shahrah-e-Faisal road in Karachi.

US will continue
to support
democracy in
Pakistan: says
Elizabeth Horst

NEW YORK (Online):
Elizabeth Horst, the US
Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Pakistan
has said US government
will continue to support
democracy in Pakistan but
it does not support any
specific person or party.

Addressing a seminar
in New York she said cred-
ible election are included in
support for democracy.

She held US will con-
tinue to support such cred-
ible election in Pakistan
which are free from vio-
lence and they allow the
people to decide who rules
them.

SHC imposes
fine of Rs 10000
on secretary

local bodies
KARACHI (Online): Sindh
High Court (SHC) has im-
posed fine of Rs 10000 on
secretary local bodies.

The petition on con-
trolling price of essential
commodities came up for
hearing in SHC Tuesday.

Justice Irfan Saadat
remarked if secretary bod-
ies does not appear on next
hearing then we will issue
warrant as well.

The court remarked
the federal and provincial
governments should tell
what progress has been
made on establishment of
pricing courts.
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Meets Iranian president

PM reaffirms Pakistan’s
commitment to further
strengthen ties with Iran

NEW YORK (APP): Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Tuesday held a bilateral
meeting with the President
of Iran Ebrahim Raisi
wherein he reaffirmed
Pakistan’s strong commit-
ment to further strengthen
and deepen ties with Iran,
with particular focus on
enhancing cooperation in
the economic domain.

The meeting took
place on the sidelines of the
78th Session of the UN
General Assembly.

Underscoring the
close fraternal relations be-
tween the two neighboring
countries, the prime minis-
ter stressed that steps in-
cluding the recent inaugu-
ration of the Mand-Border
border marketplace, would
not only contribute to the
economic uplift of the bor-

der areas but also serve asa
tangible manifestation of
the collective commitment
to work for the betterment
of the two peoples.

Noting that President
Raisi’s policy of “Neighbor-
hood First’ was fully
aligned with Pakistan’s vi-
sion for regional develop-
ment and connectivity, he
emphasised the importance
for both countries to lever-
age their unique geographi-
cal location to promote
shared objectives of regional
peace and prosperity,
through greater trade and
enhanced regional connec-
tivity Pakistan-Iran rela-
tions are characterized by
regular high-level exchanges,
commonality of views on
important regional and glo-
bal issues and strengthened
cooperation in all areas of
mutual interest.
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ATTOCK: Chief of Army Staff (COAS), General
Syed Asim Munir interacts with participants dur-
ing Opening Ceremony of Multi-National Special
Forces Exercise “Eternal Brotherhood-I1" at
Barotha Garrison in Attock.
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World mustaccept India
is rogue Hindutva
terrorist state: Bilawal

LAHORE (INP):
Pakistan’s former Foreign
Minister, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, has said it is the
time for the international
community to accept that
India has become a “rogue
Hindutva terrorist state”.

He said this after
Canada revealed India’s in-
volvement in the killing of
a Sikh leader, Hardeep
Singh Nijjar, on its soil.

The  45-year-old
Hardeep Singh Nijjar was
shot dead outside a Sikh
temple on June 18 in Sur-
rey, a Vancouver suburb
with a large Sikh popula-
tion. Nijjar supported
Khalistan state, an inde-
pendent homeland for the
Sikhs, by separating Punjab
from India.

Pakistan Peoples
Party Chairman and former
foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari speaking to
the media in Lahore, today,

said Canada has levelled a
“big allegation” against In-
dia. He said India has been
“exposed before the
world”.

He said, “Till when
the international commu-
nity, particularly our
friends in the West, will
continue to ignore such
events involving India. It is
time for the international
community to accept that
India has become a rogue
Hindutva terrorist state.”

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said, they (Indian
government) have not only
conducted terrorism in [oc-
cupied] Kashmir, not only
we in Pakistan have caught
their spies involved in ter-
rorism in our country, but
they have now been caught
violating the sovereignty of
a NATO-member state.
“This is not only a viola-
tion of Canadian sover-
eignty.
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KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman,

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari inquires about health of
Hafiz Hamdullah, Senior Leader Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam (JUI-F), who was injured in a blast that took
place in Mastung, at a private hospital in Karachi.

SC orders to implement
law regarding prisoners’
release on probation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court on
Tuesday ordered the au-
thorities concerned to im-
mediate implement laws
pertaining to the release of
prisoners on probation.
The Supreme Court,
in a five-page written deci-
sion authored by Justice
Athar Minallah, also or-
dered the federal and pro-
vincial governments to en-
sure the release of prison-
ers eligible for release on
probation. It observed that
serious violations of human
rights were taking place in
prisons across the country.
The provision of con-
stitutional rights to the pris-
oners in jail had become

impossible due to over-
crowding in prisons, it
added, observing that the
majority of the people who
suffered from lack of facili-
ties in prisons were poor,
while the state was also not
playing a role in providing
cheap and quick justice to
them. It further said that
the criminal system al-
lowed the exploitation of
the weaker sections of so-
ciety by the powerful.

The court said that
such a condition of prisons
was intolerable in a consti-
tutional society.

It was the responsi-
bility of the state to pro-
tect the fundamental rights
of every prisoner.




Page 02| Wednesday September 20, 2023

OPINION

Daily Independent

Daily 4 o01c® of Magg,

Ind dent

The Isa epoch

In a ceremony marked by constitutional gravitas
as well as what some might term rightful vindica-

tion, Justice Qazi Faez Isa assumed the mantle of

the chief justice of Pakistan on Sunday, herald-
ing what the nation hopes will be a period of judi-
cial prudence and wisdom. The optics of the event
were rich with irony, with the president, who had
previously filed a reference against the Supreme
Court judge over alleged misconduct and non-
disclosure of assets, himself administering the
oath. With the new chief justice’s spouse stand-
ing by his side, it was a symbolic moment that
sent “a clear message of steadfastness”, as put

by one participant.

The new chief justice jumped right into ac-
tion and constituted a full court to preside over
his inaugural hearing as chief justice, one that
aims to resolve nine challenges to a law that,
among other things, requires the formation of
benches on constitutional matters of public im-
portance by a committee of three senior Supreme

Court judges.

In a first for the country, he also ordered the
proceedings to be broadcast live to the public.
The constitution of a full court — a rarity in the
court of the previous Supreme Court chief justice
— and the live telecast of the hearing, can be
viewed as a promising start, a sign that Chief Jus-
tice Isa is keen to chart a path firmly rooted in
jurisprudential integrity rather than the shifting
sands of populism that marred his predecessor’s

tenure.

Former chief justice Umar Ata Bandial was at
one point lambasted by fellow members of the
judiciary for having begun to run a “one-man”
show, and so his time in office saw more contro-
versy than judicious stewardship of the nation’s

highest legal office.

Justice Isa takes charge at a time when the
judiciary faces a myriad of challenges, from more
than 50,000 cases pending before the apex court
out of some 2.2m to be decided overall, to the
critical task of restoring the public’s confidence
in the justice system. Moreover, there is the ever-
looming test of safeguarding the judiciary’s in-
dependence in the face of executive incursions.

Some of the more pressing concerns, how-
ever, include the delay in general elections, the
trial of civilians in military court, and pending
references against the chief justice’s colleague
Justice Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi. It is precisely
these challenges that lend the new chief jus-
tice the opportunity to carve out a legacy of
robust judicial leadership, guided by a moral
compass that remains unswayed by the tem-
pestuous winds of political expedience. As he
embarks on this pivotal journey, we hold out
measured, but optimistic hope that under his
leadership, the top court will not only adjudi-
cate, but guide the nation towards a path paved
with justice, equality and the rule of law.

A New Era, with new Leadership

By Qamar Bashir

Former Press
Secretary to the
President; Former
Press Minister to
the Embassy of
Pakistan to
France; Former
MD, SRBC

These truly are remark le
times in Pakistan, marked
by an unprecedented align-
ment of leadership in all
three pillars of the state,
with each being helmed by
individuals from
Balochistan. It signifies a
historical shift in gover-
nance and vision for the
nation.

Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjarani, the Chairman of
the Senate since his oath-
taking on March 12,2018,
possesses a kind, straight-
forward, and affable de-
meanor. He excels at build-
ing friendships and is often
the go-to negotiator to me-
diate between political fac-
tions. His tenure, during
challenging times, has been
marked by a non-contro-
versial approach, effi-
ciently handling the vital
and sensitive role of Chair-
man of the Senate while
keeping senators from
both sides in good spirits.

Anwar ul Haq Kakar,
our Prime Minister, has
captivated the nation with
his clear objectives. He is
resolute in following the
constitution and upholding
the rule of law under all cir-
cumstances. His commit-
ment extends to establish-
ing the government’s au-
thority and the state’s writ
at any cost, prioritizing the
interests of the people, and
ensuring justice for the ab-
horrent events of May 9%,
all while fearlessly con-
fronting entrenched mafias.

He advocates for

truthfulness, shunning
false promises and provid-
ing the public with an hon-
est view of the nation’s
economic and political
landscape, even when it
may appear unsettling. He
is resolute about not inter-
fering with the workings
and mandates of constitu-
tional bodies. Anwar ul
Haq Kakar seeks to build
upon the positive policies
of previous governments,
maintain equitable relation-
ships with neighbors and
international powers, all
while safeguarding the
nation’s dignity and sov-
ereignty. He is unafraid to
make tough and unpopu-
lar decisions, exemplified
by his crackdown on vari-
ous mafias and his commit-
ment to national interests.

Qazi Faez Esa, an-
other eminent
Balochistani, hailing from
Pishin, located in the vicin-
ity of Quetta, has emerged
as a dynamic Chief Justice.
He boldly broke stereo-
types by inviting his wife
to stand beside him during
his oath-taking, signaling
gender equality and the
equal status of women in
society. His refusal to use
a bulletproof car, close
roads, or receive guard of
honor underscores his
commitment to simplicity
and avoiding unnecessary
pomp.

In his very first ad-
dress to his staff, Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Esa set
a profound tone by empha-
sizing that litigants and the
general public do not ap-
proach the Supreme Court
with pleasure. He directed
the entire Supreme Court
staff to treat litigants and
the public with respect and
dignity, akin to how a good
host treats guests.

He made history by
convening a full court ses-
sion with 15 judges, send-
ing a reassuring message to
Pakistan’s 240 million citi-
zens that the judiciary,
once perceived as divided,
would now function in
unison. He relinquished his
power to take suo moto
notice of public matters
and mandated consultation
with two other senior
judges, transforming the
process into an objective
exercise rooted in consul-
tation, deliberation, and

consensus-building. This
move reduced objections
from affected parties who
previously perceived it as
subjective and aggressive.

Chief Justice Qazi
Faez Esa achieved a signifi-
cant milestone by allowing
the live telecast of court
proceedings. This decision
unequivocally communi-
cates the judiciary’s com-
mitment to deciding cases
based solely on merit and
in strict adherence to con-
stitutional provisions.

These developments
put a damper on the expec-
tations of political players
and establishments, as fa-
vorable decisions, which
were elusive under previ-
ous chiefjustices, are now
less likely to be influenced.

Crucially, gray areas
in legislation that were in-
tentionally created to cir-
cumvent the law and the
constitution are poised to
be addressed, potentially
quashed or nullified to re-
instate the constitution’s
supremacy and the rule of
law.

The question arises:
why can Mr. Anwar Kakar
take bold decisions despite
being a politician? Why
can he crack down on un-
scrupulous elements steal-
ing electricity, burdening
those who pay bills on
time, and depriving the na-
tional exchequer of rev-
enue? Why did previous
governments not act
against electricity thieves
despite having the capabil-
ity to do so?

Why were illegal ex-
change companies, Hundi,
and Hawala dealers al-
lowed to siphon off pre-
cious foreign exchange, de-
valuing the Rupee? The
Rupee, at times, even lost
value against the Afghan
Afghani, not due to eco-
nomic weakness, but be-
cause of the smuggling of
Pakistan’s foreign ex-
change to Afghanistan, fa-
cilitated by elements
within our own security
and regulatory agencies.

Why could Mr.
Kakar crackdown on
sugar, flour, petrol, and
manure mafias that de-
prived our people of es-
sential goods while smug-
gling them to Afghanistan
and Central Asia, causing
hardship and even death to

many Pakistanis?

Why can Sadiq
Sanjrani effectively lead
the Senate, and why could
Qazi Faez Essa unite a
previously divided Su-
preme Court and allow
live telecasts without hesi-
tation?

The answers to these
questions lie in the core
values of individuals,
families, and tribes that
prioritize truthfulness,
loyalty, dignity, and
honor, even at great per-
sonal sacrifice. They re-
main steadfastly sincere to
themselves, their families,
tribes, and the nation, al-
ways ready to defend their
honor and dignity. They
extend helping hands to
the needy without expect-
ing rewards or apprecia-
tion, and they possess an
innate ability to sacrifice
personal wealth and even
life for the greater good of
their family, tribe, and na-
tion.

Another answer lies
in the fact that these
prominent Balochistan
figures who rose to power
lack vested interests in
large businesses or indus-
trial conglomerates. They
don’t own sprawling busi-
ness empires, sugar mills,
flour mills, or vast agricul-
tural lands. Their desires
are modest, their greed is
limited, their needs are
humble, and they find
contentment and immense
satisfaction in what they
have.

Furthermore, these
traits align seamlessly
with the philosophy and
approach of the current
Army Chief. With his
support, the crackdown
on deeply entrenched
mafias becomes more fea-
sible. During their tenure
in power, these leaders are
likely to challenge and re-
strain these mafias, forc-
ing them into dormancy or
compelling them to find
alternative ways to resur-
face.

In the near future,
Pakistan may benefit
from a harmonious align-
ment of government, Sen-
ate, judiciary, and the mili-
tary—a formidable force
that aims to combat en-
trenched mafias and steer
the nation toward justice
and prosperity.

Three Pakistans

Dr Niaz Murtaza

Our 75-year history con-
tains three eras of about
25 years, each starting and
ending in a crisis, marked
by lengthy army rule, hy-
brid regimes and debatable
progress. This torrid his-
tory came from four huge
prenatal gaps, which made
the new state vulnerable
to multiple problems, all
oddly starting with an ‘E’.

Perhaps only un-
stable Lebanon and South
Sudan globally lacked at
birth both historical state-
hood and natural nation-
hood. Our freedom drive
was uniquely pre-
emptive, faith-based and
elitist — based more on
the Muslim elite’s fears
about their interests under
Hindu rule rather than the
abuses of the masses. It
thus lacked mass politics
in its western half. Finally,
the country largely re-
ceived India’s poorest ar-
eas. So, at birth, it faced
the huge task of creating a
state, nation, polity and an
economy under an inept
coterie. Oddly, 75 years
later, it faces the same four
tasks and inept coterie,
any progress soon revers-
ing itself. Elitist Pakistan
(1947-71): This era
started with the blood-
soaked Partition. The
elite-headed freedom
drive soon generated its
first three ‘E’ issues: elit-
ist economy, establish-
ment sway and ethnic
gripes. A fourth — en-
mity — emerged soon
with India on Kashmir.
The four ‘E’s’ mix led to
the second tragic parti-
tion.

Extremist Pakistan
(1972-98): This era
started with the 1971
trauma and ended with
huge economic, political
and external crises due to
the nuclear tests and an-
other army coup. The

four ‘Es’ soon led to other
‘E’ issues. To deal with
enmity and ethnicity, the
establishment stoked ex-
tremism, this era’s lasting
legacy. The economy,
which earlier at least had
efficiency if not equity,
lacked both now to be-
come another major ‘E’
issue. Finally, the nuclear
tests and coup triggered
external exclusion and
isolation.

Excluded Pakistan
(1999-2023): This era
started and ended with
huge economic and politi-
cal crises and external ex-
clusion. But the two ends
hide eras of progress
based on deep ties with
the US and China, which
were weakened due to the
legacies of several ‘E’s”—
elitism, establishment and
extremism. Other ‘E’s
rose soon. Educationally,
we have the world’s sec-
ond highest number of'il-
literate children. Glo-
bally, we have had three
mega emergencies since
the 2005 earthquake and
the 2010 and 2022 floods,
plus many smaller ones.

Electorally, the es-
tablishment is again ig-
noring the Constitution
and is seen to delay the
polls. Ecologically, we are
one of the states most
vulnerable to climate
change, which is forcing
eviction and emigration.
Exclusion globally is back
as we shun the world so-
cially due to extremist
xenophobia, while it
shuns us politically and
economically, as in the
case of the new meander-
ing India-Europe corridor
that the G20 chose over
the straight India-Paki-
stan-Iran-Turkey-Europe
route due to our tense ties
with India and the US. To
this long list of existen-
tial ‘E’ threats, one can
add some ‘D’s — demog-
raphy, despotism and de-
spondency.

Today, we face pos-
sible collapse in almost all
realms — institutional,
constitutional, judicial, po-
litical, economic, social, se-
curity, ecological and exter-
nal — all deeper variants
of the original pre-1947
gaps in state, nation, pol-
ity and economy that per-
sist even after 75 years. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

Commerce minister lauds
Malaysian economic growth

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
Commerce, Industries and
Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz
on Tuesday commended
Malaysia’s outstanding
economic growth, noting
its impressive 6.5 percent
annual Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth
over the past half-century,
which led to the
establishment of a robust
$400 billion economy.

He expressed these
views as a chief guest at a
ceremony held to mark
Malaysia’s 66" national

day and 90" Armed Forces

day here, hosted by
Malaysian Ambassador to
Pakistan Mohammad

Azhar Mazlan, a news
release said.

Among others, the
event was attended by
diplomats, government
officials, and
representatives from both
countries.

Minister Dr Gohar
Ejaz and Ambassador
Azhar Mazlan shared
insights on the flourishing
relations between Pakistan
and Malaysia, highlighting

the immense potential for
cooperation and
collaboration in various
sectors.

Their remarks shed
light on the impressive
progress Malaysia
achieved over the years,
emphasizing the
importance of
strengthening economic
and diplomatic ties
between the two nations.

The both leaders
highlighted their shared
commitment and
cooperation on
international issues.

Gold imports increase
by 44.13% in two months

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
imports of gold witnessed an
increase 0f44.13 percent during
the first two months of current
fiscal year as compared to the
corresponding period of last
year, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.
Pakistan imported gold worth
$4.971 million during July-
August  (2023-23) as
compared to $3.449 million
during July-August (2022-23),
a positive growth of 44.13
percent, according to PBS data.

In terms of quantity,
the gold imports increased
by 56.33 percent during
the period under review by
going up from 65 kilogram
last year to 102 kilogram
this year. Meanwhile, on

year-on-year basis, the
gold imports during August
2023 increased by 23.02
percent to $2.985 million
as compared to the imports
0f $2.426 million in August
2022.

In terms of quantity,
Pakistan imported 52
kilograms of gold during the
month under review as
compared to the imports of
49 kilograms in August last
year, showing growth of
6.12 percent.

On month-on-month
basis, the gold imports
during August 2023
increased by 50.30 percent
when compared to the
imports of $1.986 million
in July 2023.

OECD
increases
global GDP

growth forecast
for 2023

ANKARA (APP): The
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and
Development (OECD) on
Tuesday raised its world
economic growth forecast
for 2023, but lowered it for
2024.

The world economy is
expected to grow by 3.0%
this year, said the Paris-
based organization in its
September global economic
outlook report.

This was 0.3
percentage point upward
from the previous
projection in June.
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Dr. Gohar Ejaz chairing a meeting with representatives from the Pakistan
Business Council (PBC) at the Ministry of Commerce.

Renewable energy potential
can offset expensive fossil
fuel import: Ambassador

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ambassador of Denmark,
Jacob Lencolf on Tuesday
said Pakistan’s renewable
energy potential amid the
growing climate crisis was
immense and could help the
country  offset its
expensive fossil fuel
imports and limit its carbon
emissions  alongside
sustainable resource
management.

The  Sustainable
Development  Policy
Institute (SDPI) organised

a high-level policy dialogue
on COP-28 and Beyond:
Strengthening Climate
Action through Public-
Private Partnerships that
convened the Ambassadors
of the United Arab
Emirates and Denmark
alongside key civil society,
government and private
sector officials.
Ambassador Lincolf
commended the SDPI for
holding important seminars
on pertinent agendas and
getting the right people on

board for dialogue. The
population of Denmark
was 5.5 million and that of
Pakistan was 240 million,
an enormous challenge to
be met. He said, “The
resources in Pakistan are
immense like the wind
corridors of Sindh and
Balochistan, the sun for
solar and hydropower
potential is abundant to
embrace ambitious
renewable energy
solutions. It can go green if
it dares to.”

Groundnut promotion
important to meet edible
oil demand locally: Saqib

MULTAN (APP):
Groundnut, known for its
exceptional oil content
ranging from 44 to 56 per
cent, holds the key to
meeting the edible
requirements of the people,
said  Secretary  of
Agriculture, South Punjab,
Saqib Ateel.

Speaking from a lush
groundnut field sprawling
over 25 acres in Chak No.
379/WB Dunyapur, Ateel
highlighted a path to
economic prosperity that
could help save an
astounding Rs 350 billion
annually incurred upon the
import of edible oil.

Traditionally,
Pakistan has been heavily
reliant on edible oil imports

to meet its demand.
However, Saqib pointed
out an alternative solution
that could not only make
Pakistan self-sufficient but
also reduce its dependence
on costly imports. He
emphasized the crucial role
played by high-quality
groundnut seeds in
boosting production.
During the visit,
progressive farmer Asif
Awan  provided a
comprehensive overview
of various groundnut
varieties. With optimism,
Awan  projected a
remarkable production
yield of 30 maunds per
acre, a testament to the
tremendous potential of
groundnut farming.

L

DERAAD: Wome;n farmers are carylng

cotton bags on their head moving towards their
destination after farming, at Hatri Bypass in

Hyderabad.

Asian markets drop
ahead of Fed decision,
oil prices push higher

HONG KONG (APP):
Asian stocks sank on
Tuesday following a sedate
performance on Wall Street
as investors nervously
await the Federal Reserve’s
policy decision later in the
week, while inflation
worries were exacerbated
by oil’s push towards
$100.

The meeting comes
during a crucial week for
markets, with the Bank of
England, expected to unveil
what could be its last
interest rate hike of this
cycle, while the Bank of

Japan will be closely
followed for hints at a
change from its ultra-loose
stance.

While the Fed is seen
keeping borrowing costs on
hold Wednesday, debate
continues to swirl over its
plans for the months to
come, with some
policymakers saying more
hikes would be needed to
contain inflation while
others want to stop at the
current level.

However, while more
than a year of tightening is
close to an end.

Energy minister
directs to redress
grievances
of PBC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
Energy Muhammad Ali
held a comprehensive
meeting with a delegation
of Pakistan Business
Council here Tuesday and
issues related to the
industrial tariff and green
energy options came under
discussion. The minister
acknowledged the fact that
the industry 1is the
backbone of the country
and to enhance its potential,
the issues need to be
addressed on a war footing,
said a press release.

Ukraine complains to WTO
about Hungary, Poland
banning its farm products

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Ukraine is filing
a complaint at the World
Trade Organization against
Hungary, Poland and
Slovakia after they banned
grain and other food
products coming from the
war-torn country, Ukrainian
Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal said Tuesday.

It lays bare a widening
rift with the three members
ofthe European Union, which
has been a pivotal backer of
Kyiv as it works to fight off
Russia’s invasion.In a break
with the wider EU, Poland,

Hungary and Slovakia have
announced bans on grain and
other food from Ukraine, a
major agricultural supplier to
parts of the world where
people are going hungry. The
27-nation bloc last week lifted
restrictions on Ukraine’s
exports to five member states,
also including Romania and
Bulgaria.

Farmers in eastern
Europe have railed against
the imports from Ukraine,
saying grain has gotten
stuck inside their borders
and driven down prices for
local growers.
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KP Governor urges

Business community to
work for strengthening
country’s economy

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam

Ali here on Tuesday urged
the business and traders
community to work in
liaison and strengthen the
economic condition of the
country. He was talking to
a 30-member delegation of
the Hazara Division
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry that was led by its
president and former MPA,
Khursheed Azam Jadoon.
Talking to the
delegation, the KP
governor said that efforts
and dedication of the
business community are
needed to make Pakistan a

leading economy in the
region. He said that the
business community and
stakeholders should adopt
a common strategy to make
the country prosperous
and economically strong
adding they would be
provided with needed
facilities and help.

The delegation
apprised the Governor
about their problems and
said that steps are needed
to facilitate tourists to
recreation places of Poona
and Ambraila waterfalls in
Hazara Division.

They also demanded
areduction in land transfer
fees and restoration of

agricultural land transfer to
benefit the common man.

The Governor
assured the delegation
resolution of their
problems and highlighted
steps taken by the
government for the
facilitation and benefits of
the business community.

Haji Ghulam Ali also
urged the Dbusiness
community to work in
unison and counter
conspiracies being hatched
against state institutions.

He said that those
who are fomenting distrust
and chaos are enemies of
the state that must be
stopped.
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KARACHI Re51dents of Mahmoudabad block road
as they are holding protest demonstration against
prolong electricity and sui-gas load shedding in
their area, held at Baloch Colony road in Karachi.

AJK begins brisk
preparations to celebrate
Eid Milad un Nabi (SAW)

MIRPUR (AJK): (APP): In
Azad Jammu Kashmir, brisk
preparations have been
started  with great
enthusiasm, religious zeal,
and fervor to celebrate Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (Peace Be
Upon Him), the birth day of
the last Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon
Him), on the sanctified day
of Rabi ul Awwal, falling on
September 29.

In all 10 districts of
the liberated territory, the
cities and towns’ streets
and roads, including bazars
and shopping centers, are
being beautifully decorated

with lights and banners
bearing writings about the
celebration of the birth day
of the last prophet,
Muhammad (PBUH).
Gates will be erected on all
major roads and streets in
all small and major towns
in connection with Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (SAW)
celebrations. At night, all
private and public buildings
will  be Dbeautifully
illuminated with coloured
lights on this occasion to
express jubilation over the
sacred birth day of the last
Holy Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him).

Ex MPA among
three part ways
with PTI over
May 09, riots

BUREWALA  (INP):
Former MPA among three
party leaders on Tuesday
condemning the May 09,
violence announced to part
ways with Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Those who quit PTI
included former MPA
Chaudhry Irshad Arain,
former Tehsil Nazim
Usman Ahmed Warraich
and District Senior Vice
President Chaudhry Imran
Irshad.

CM orders line
depts to remain

alert during rain

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has ordered
Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA), Rescue
1122 and local
administration, from
China, to remain alert on
reports of heavy rain in
Lahore and other cities.

In his statement
issued here, the CM
directed the administration
and other officers
concerned to reach the field
immediately.
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PESHAWAR: A delegation of Traders from Hazara Division led by Khurshid Azam meeting with Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor

Haji Ghulam Ali.

Murtaza Bhutto murder case:

SHC orders respondents
to prepare paper
book in 3 days

KARACHI (Online): Sindh
High Court (SHC) while or-
dering the respondents of
Murtaza Bhutto murder
case to prepare paper book
of the case within three
days remarked if the order
is not implemented then
strict order will be issued.

The appeal pleas
against the acquittal of ac-
cused involved in Murtaza
Bhutto brother of former
Prime Minister (PM)
Benazir Bhutto came up for
hearing before SHC Tues-
day.

Justice Naimatullah
Phulpoto took up the case
for hearing.

The court inquired
from the state counsel the
order for preparing the pa-
per book of the case was
given when.

The counsel told
court had given order for
preparing paper book of
appeals in 2011.

The court while ex-
pressing annoyance re-
marked the order has not
been implemented despite
passage of such long period.

The court ordered the
respondents to prepare pa-
per book of the case within
three days remarking if or-
der is not implemented then
strict order will be issued.

ANTF seizes over
4166 kg drugs in
35 operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) has seized
4166.009 kg of drugs and
480 liters of imported
alcohol worth USS$
277.174 million
internationally, arrested
32 accused, and
impounded eight vehicles
while conducting 35
counter-narcotics
operations throughout the
country last week, said its
spokesman on Tuesday.
He informed that the
seized drugs comprised
51.6 Kg Opium, 279.26 kg
heroin, 3096.442 kg
hashish, 541.68 kg
methamphetamine (Ice),10
kg morphine, 187 Kg

ketamine, 24 grams of
weed, and 0.003 grams of
ecstasy Tabs (5 Tablets).

ANF Balochistan
recovered 2496.5 kg of
drugs in seven operations
arrested the accused
involved in  drug
smuggling and impounded
2 vehicles.

The seized drugs
comprised 30 kg of Opium,
0.75 kg of Heroin, 2453 Kg
of Hashish, 2.75 kg of
Methamphetamine, and 10
kg of Morphine.

ANF Sindh recovered
1006.875 kg of drugs and
480 liters of Imported
alcohol and arrested 12
accused besides
impounding a vehicle.

PHC fines KP
CM, CS, Law
Sec, Advocate

General

PESHAWAR (APP): A
three-member bench of the
Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Tuesday
expressed resentment over
the provincial government
for not submitting a reply
to the court order.

During a hearing in a
case against the removal
and appointment of new
law officers, the bench
comprising Justice Attiq
Shah, Justice Waqar, and
Justice Shakeel imposed a
Rs 100,000 fine on each KP
Chief Minister, Chief
Secretary, Law Secretary,
and Advocate General.

Fishing maps
distributed
among fishermen

to ensure safety

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan Navy on Tuesday dis-
tributed indigenously de-
veloped fishing map among
the local fishermen for sup-
porting them in safe con-
duct of fishing activities.

The ceremony regard-
ing distributing fishing
maps was held Joint Mari-
time Information Coordina-
tion Centre in Karachi.

The fishing map in-
cludes vital information
such as the precise posi-
tions of ghost nets which is
a significant threat to ma-
rine life and vessels of fish-
ermen, said a press release
issued by Pakistan Navy.

Moreover, it will en-
able fishermen to avoid ar-
eas unsuitable for fishing
activity and reduce the
risk of breakdowns of
boats at sea.

CM emphasizes unbreakable
bond of friendship between
Pakistan and China

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi paid a visit
to the Communist Party
Secretary Office in
Yinchuan, the capital of
China’s Ningxia province.

Nangxia Communist
Party Secretary Liang
Yanshun extended a warm
welcome to CM Mohsin
Naqvi and the
accompanying delegation,
said a handout issued here.

During their official
meeting, the CM and
Nangxia Communist Party
Secretary Liang Yanshun
discussed the development
of Ningxia and the
implementation of a
streamlined one-window
operation. They mutually
agreed to leverage China’s

expertise in  meat
production, dairy
development, Information
Technology, and drip
irrigation systems.

Furthermore, It was
decided in principle to
declare Sahiwal and
Bahawalpur as sister cities
of Wuzheng and Zhang Wei
in Nangxia.

Mohsin Naqvi
extended a written
invitation to Secretary
Nangxia Communist Party,
Liang Yanshun, to visit
Punjab, which was
graciously accepted.
Additionally, both parties
concurred on the revival of
the 17-year-old sister
province agreement
between Nangxia and
Punjab.

KP Election Commission
for awareness regarding
postal ballot facility

PESHAWAR  (INP):
Provincial Election
Commission Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to formulate a

strategy to run a special
awareness campaign
regarding the facility of postal
ballot paper in the upcoming
general elections for registered
persons with disabilities in
collaboration with the
member’s organization of the
Gender and Disability
Electoral Working Group.

It was decided by the
Gender and Disability
Working Group, said the
spokesman for Provincial
Election Commissioner
Sohail Ahmed on Tuesday.

Spokesman Sohail Ahmed,
Assistant Director GSI
Syed Aun Ahmed Naqvi,
Assistant Director
NADRA Shahid Ali,
Pakistan Women’s Zahid
and Ibrahim, Arshad
Peyman, Hamid Ali PEDO,
Abid Khan URDO, Farid
Gul, and Zafar Ali Shah

participated.
The meeting was told
that  persons  with

disabilities are not aware of
the facility of postal ballot
paper and they face
difficulties regarding the
procedure of filling and
submitting the relevant
forms.

International News

UN General Assembly,
climate moots Kick off
in NYC today

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: The
high-level debate of the 78th
UN General Assembly be-
gins in New York on Tues-
day, with the schedule of
speakers indicating that
caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar, who
arrived here in New York
on Monday, will deliver his
speech on Friday.

Coinciding with the
start of the UNGA, the an-
nual UN’s Climate Action
Summit will set the stage
for countries to reverse
backsliding on Paris climate
agreement goals and to en-
courage governments to

adopt serious new actions
to combat climate change.

According to the
schedule for UNGA, the
“General Debate” (as it is
formally known) will kick
off today (Tuesday) with
an address from UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio
Guterres, followed by the
address by UNGA Presi-
dent Dennis Francis, a
diplomat from Trinidad
and Tobago, who will pre-
side from the General As-
sembly dais for the entire
week.

As per longstanding
tradition, Brazil will deliver
the first address from a na-

tional delegation and the
second one will be by the
host country of the United
Nations, i.e. the United
States.

But, in a departure
from tradition, four out of
the five veto-wielding per-
manent members of the Se-
curity Council have chosen
to skip the 78th General
Assembly.

French President
Emmanuel Macron will be
busy in Paris, welcoming
Britain’s King Charles 111
on his inaugural visit to
France as monarch on Sept.
20. And on Sept. 22, he is
meeting Pope Francis.

UN meet to look for
ways to help world’s
poorest

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: World
leaders met on Monday at
the United Nations in a bid
to salvage ambitious prom-
ises to lift the planet’s poor-
est, at a time when vulner-
able nations are facing a vol-
ley of crises. But the devel-
opment summit, on the eve
of the annual UN General
Assembly that opens on
Tuesday, threatens to be
echpsed by growmg geopo-

litical tensions — which will
be symbolised by the pres-
ence at the meeting in New
York of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky.

In 2015, UN member
states adopted the Sustainable
Develop-ment Goals, 17 tar-
gets to transform the world
by 2030 including by com-
pletely ending extreme pov-
erty and making sure not a
single of the planet’s eight bil-
lion people goes hungry.

Four killed in
Russian attacks
on UKkraine

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russia carried out
new air strikes and shell-
ing in Ukraine overnight
and early on Monday,
killing at least four
people, Ukrainian offi-
cials said.

A man aged 72 and an
elderly woman were killed,
and three others were
wounded, in an overnight
attack on the southern re-
gion of Kherson, regional
governor Oleksandr
Prokudin said.

United Arab Emlrates search and rescue personrlel drop in a boat to carry out a
search mission for dead bodies stranded at sea following floods in Derna, Libya.

Unlted Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres delivers a statement
during the opening of the Sustainable Development Goals Summit at UN

headquarters in New York City.

At UN General Assembly, Biden
asks world to stand with Ukraine

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden appealed to
world leaders at the U.N.
General Assembly on Tues-
day to stand with Ukraine
against Russian invaders,
hoping Republicans in
Congress will also take no-
tice.

“Russia believes that
the world will grow weary
and allow it to brutalize
Ukraine without conse-
quence,” Biden said in his
speech to UNGA. “If we
allow Ukraine to be carved
up, is the independence of
any nation secure?”’

Biden drew applause
when saying that the
United States and its allies

would stand with Ukraine’s
fight for freedom. “Russia
alone bears responsibility
for this war,” the president
said. “Russia alone has the
power to end this war im-
mediately.”

Biden’s address at the
annual gathering was the
centerpiece event of his
three-day visit to New
York, which will include
meetings with the heads of
five Central Asian nations,
and the leaders of Israel and
Brazil.

Biden, a Democrat, has
made rallying U.S. allies to
support Ukraine a leading
component of U.S. foreign
policy, arguing the world
must send a clear signal to

Russian President Vladimir
Putin that he will not be able
to outlast the West. Biden has
faced criticism from some
Republicans who want the
United States to spend less
money on the war effort.
Former President
Donald Trump, the front-
runner for the Republican
nomination in the 2024
presidential election, has
vowed to seek a quick end
to the war if returned to

power.
Trump has voiced
skepticism about

Washington’s engagement
with traditional allies, in-
cluding NATO, and has
been complimentary of
Putin.

Ronaldo gets warm
welcome on arrival
in Tehran

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Al-Nassr cap-
tain Cristiano Ronaldo re-
ceived a warm reception in
Iran on Monday, in the first
visit of a Saudi team to Iran
since 2016 ahead of the be-
ginning of the group stage
of the Asian Champions
League.

Al-Nassr face Iranian
side Persepolis in Group E
on Tuesday, while Qatari
side Al-Dubhail play Istiklol
Dushanbe of Tajikistan.

The streets were
crowded with fans who
raised welcome banners

and pictures of Ronaldo
upon the arrival of the
Saudi Arabian team in Iran
after the restoration of re-
lations between the two
countries.

The Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) an-
nounced that matches be-
tween Saudi and Iranian
teams would be held on a
home-and-away basis after
the agreement of the two
local federations.

Supporters invaded
the team’s hotel, despite
attempts by security per-
sonnel to prevent them.

Taiwan alleges
over 100 Chinese
planes flew near

Its airspace
Monitoring Desk
TAIPEI: Taiwan’s defence
ministry urged China on
Monday to stop “destruc-
tive, unilateral action” after
reporting a sharp rise in
Chinese military activities

near the island.

The ministry said that
since Sunday it had spotted
103 Chinese military aircraft
over the sea, anumber it called
a “recent high”. Its map of
Chinese activities over the
past 24 hours showed fighter
Jets crossing the median line
of the strait which serves as
an unofficial barrier between
the two sides.

Brazil’s Lula warns
United Nations of coup
risk in Guatemala

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS:
Brazil’s President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva warned
world leaders at the United
Nations on Tuesday of the
prospect of a coup in Gua-
temala, echoing U.S. con-
cerns about risks to democ-
racy in the Central Ameri-
can country after last
month’s election.

“In Guatemala, there
is a risk of a coup, which
would impede the inaugu-
ration of the winner of
democratic elections,” Lula
told the U.N. General As-
sembly.

Last week, the top
prosecutor’s office in Gua-

temala raided electoral fa-
cilities and opened sealed
ballots from the election, in
which anti-graft President-
elect Bernardo Arevalo and
his Semilla Party over-
whelmingly came out on
top. Prosecutors allege ir-
regularities in the registra-
tion of Semilla members
ahead of'the vote, which the
party has denied.

The U.S. ambassador
to the Organization of
American States, Francisco
Mora, urged Guatemalan
authorities on Monday to
end their “intimidation ef-
forts” targeting election of-
ficials and members of
Arevalo’s party.

Saudi football club Al Nassr s Portuguese forward
Cristiano Ronaldo (centre) being presented with a
Persian rug as a gift upon arrival at Imam Khomeini
International Airport, a day before a match against
Iran’s Persepolis club.

Southeast Asia nations hold
first joint navy drills near
disputed South China Sea

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: The Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian
Nations began its first joint
naval exercise on Tuesday
at a time when several
member countries are re-
sponding more strongly to
increasing Chinese
assertiveness in the area.

The non-combat
drills, named ASEAN Soli-
darity Exercise, include
joint maritime patrol opera-
tions, search and rescue op-
erations, and humanitarian
and disaster relief, Indone-
sian military chief Adm.
Yudo Margono said.

He said the five-day
exercise in Indonesia’s

Natuna waters aims to
boost military ties among
the ASEAN nations and
enhance interoperability.
The drills also involve ci-
vilian groups involved in
humanitarian relief and di-
saster prevention.
ASEAN nations have
taken part in naval exercises
before with other countries
— including both the
United States and China—
but this week’s drills are the
first involving just the bloc
and are being read by many
as asignal to China. The line
also overlaps with a section
of Indonesia’s exclusive
economic zone extending
from the Natuna Islands.




Daily Independent, Karachi

Wednesday September 20, 2023

Interim CM for
completion of K-1V,
KB Feeder projects

KARACHI (APP): Care-
taker Sindh Chief Minister
Justice (retd) Magbool
Bagar has directed the Plan-
ning & Development De-
partment to work in close
coordination with WAPDA
so that the K-IV project can
be completed.

He said that he wanted
to improve the overall se-
curity through the Safe
City project and the lining
of KB Feeder and supply
of an additional 65 water
would quench the thirst of
this water-starved city of
Karachi to some extent.

This he said while pre-
siding over a meeting of the
P&D department here at
CM House.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chief Secretary
Dr. Fakhre Alam, Chairman
P&D Shakeel Mangnijo,
PSCM Hassan Naqvi, Sec-
retary Finance Kazim Jatoi,
Secretary Rehabilitation
Parvez Sihar, DG PDMA
Salman Shah, and others.

Chairman P&D told
the CM that the K-IV
Phase-1 for 260 MGD to
cost around Rs126 billion
and the WAPDA authori-
ties were executing it. He
added that the federal gov-
ernment has allocated Rs15
billion in its PSDP.

The CM said that the
P&D must play its role so

that the amount allocated in
the PSDP could not only
be released but utilized by
carrying out quality work,
otherwise, the project
would linger on further. The
Chairman of P&D Shakeel
Mangnijo said that he
would remain in close co-
ordination with the K-IV
project team of WAPDA to
keep work on the project
could be sped up by remov-
ing its bottleneck, if any.

The CM said that the
K-IV was the most impor-
tant project for the city and
it must be completed as
soon as possible.

Another federal PSDP
project that came under dis-
cussion was the Improve-
ment of the KB Feeder Sys-
tem and the extension of
Keenjhar Lake. The CM
was told that it was being
executed by WPDA at a
cost of Rs75.56 billion for
which Rs3 billion have been
allocated by the federal
government in the current
financial year.

Magbool Baqar di-
rected the P&D dept to
monitor the execution of
important projects such as
Safe City, the Lining of KB
Feeder, the supply of 65
MGD additional water to
the city, and the reconstruc-
tion of school buildings
damaged by the floods of

2022.

Chairman P&D told
the CM that the Safe City
Project has been launched
with a cost of Rs10,000
million for which this year
Rs4500 million have been
allocated. At this, the CM
said that the Safe City
project would be most im-
portant in the resolution of
criminal cases and in main-
taining law and order in the
city. He directed the P&D
dept to monitor its execu-
tive and sped it up so that
it could be completed.

Another project that
came under discussion was
the provision of 65 MGD
additional water supply
(Phase-I) to Karachi for
Rs9146.4 million. The
CM said that the alloca-
tion of Rs50 million for the
current financial year was
not enough. He added that
more funds could be man-
aged if the work was ac-
celerated.

The CM directed
P&D to coordinate with the
water board to expedite the
work on the 65 MGD ad-
ditional water supply
scheme.

The lining of the KB
Feeder is again an impor-
tant project that would re-
duce line losses of the wa-
ter being provided to the
city through the feeder.

Caretaker Federal Minister for Privatisation, Fawad Hasan Fawad chaired
an important meeting regarding PIA in Islamabad.

PKMAP demands LEAs halt
harassing Afghan refugees and
Pakistani Pashtuns in the name
of Afghan refugees crackdown

Independent Report
KARACHI: Showing their
concerns over the increas-
ing incidents of Pashtun
harassment amid the ongo-
ing crackdown on Afghan
refugees in Karachi, Sindh
leaders of the Pakhtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party
(PkMAP), on Tuesday
urged the caretaker federal
and provincial governments
to immediately halt this in-
humane, unconstitutional,
and unjust practice.

Saleem Khan Tareen,
the PKMAP Sindh presi-
dent, along with other
party leaders, convened a
press conference at the
Karachi Press Club to ad-
dress the issue.

Tareen stressed that in
accordance with Pakistan’s

by

constitution and laws, ev-
ery citizen possesses fun-
damental rights to live,
work, engage in trade, and
earn a livelihood anywhere
within the country.

He voiced his dismay
at the fact that, despite
these constitutional guaran-
tees, law enforcement agen-
cies in Karachi have been
detaining and mistreating
Pashtuns, particularly
those belonging to Pashtun
districts in Balochistan,
under the pretext of crack-
ing down on Afghan refu-
gees.

“They are experienc-
ing harassment at Quetta
bus stops and in the city’s
bustling markets, where
they earn their liveli-
hoods.

KARACHI Pashtoonkhwa Mill Awami Party leader,
Saleem Khan Tareen addresses to media persons
during press conference held at Karachi press club.

Provincial Threat
Assessment
Committee meets

Independent Report
KARACHTI: The Provincial
Threat Assessment Com-
mittee (PTAC) met here
under the chairmanship of
Provincial Minister for
Home and Prisons Brig.
Haris Nawaz at Home De-
partment, Government of
Sindh, in conformity to the
instructions of ECP for ef-
fective overseeing of the
forthcoming general elec-
tions, in a peaceful manner;
and to ensuring grand op-
eration against the street
criminals, drug dealers, ille-
gal immigrants, dacoits and
smugglers in the province.

Provincial Home Sec-
retary, Iqgbal Memon, Addl.
IGP Training, Addl. IGP
Karachi, Addl. IGP CTD,
Addl. IGP Special Branch,
AIGP Operations CPO,
Deputy Commandant SSU,
SSP Security-1, SSP Secu-
rity-II and senior officers of
other Law Enforcement and
Intelligence Agencies, at-
tended the meeting. The

meeting decided to with-
draw all over-deployed po-
lice force for conclusive op-
eration against the law
breakers.

The committee as-
sessed properly the level of
security threats being faced
by prominent persons and
places, and to decide how
stringent security cover is
required from law enforce-
ment agencies to counter
them. The chair stressed
upon fair rationalization in
this regard and to cut down
the “excessive deploy-
ment” on security protocol.
The PTAC issued direc-
tives to the Divisional
Threat Assessment Com-
mittees to revisit/ recom-
mend the need of security
and the extent of security
to be provided to prominent
people under threat.

Divisional Threat As-
sessment Committees are
headed by the respective
Divisional Commissioner
as the body’s chairman.

DC declares
high alert in
Mirpurkhas

amidst heavy ra

m
MIRPURKHAS (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Mirpurkhas, Dr Rashid
Masood, issued a high-alert
directive to Assistant Com-
missioners and relevant of-
ficials across the district on
Tuesday in response to
heavy rainfall.

According to the DC
office, the Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized the
importance of ensuring ef-
fective drainage and sanita-
tion measures during this
period, with daily report-
ing on progress.

Man Kkills wife
by drowning her

in water drum

HYDERABAD (APP): A
mother of 7 children was
allegedly killed by her hus-
band over a domestic issue
at their residence here on
Tuesday in the limits of
Rahuki police station.

The police informed
that the incident occurred
in Rukhsana City housing
scheme in Tando Haider.

According to the po-
lice, the arrested suspect
Wakeel Kazi drowned his
wife Ruskhsana in a water
drum. The police arrested
the suspect and shifted the
body to Liaquat University
Hospital for postmortem.

SSP Sukkur
reviews traffic
arrangements

during 12*
Rabi-ul-Awal

SUKKUR (APP): Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP), Sukkur, Irfan Ali
Samo on Tuesday met traf-
fic officials to review fool-
proof traffic arrangements
during 12" Rabi-ul-Awal.

According to the traf-
fic police, he directed the
inspectors, sub-inspectors,
and assistant sub-inspec-
tors to take action against
encroachments, with the
cooperation of the depart-
ment concerned.

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori offering Dua after laying
foundation stone of Jeffko Ground.

Sino-Pak mutually beneficial
cooperation to benefit all
Pakistani people: Nong Rong

BEIJING (APP): Chinese
Assistant Foreign Minister
Nong Rong has said that
China and Pakistan should
engage in mutually benefi-
cial cooperation which will
benefit all Pakistani people,
including those in the
Balochistan province.
During a meeting with
the visiting Press Corps
from the Balochistan, he
said China and Pakistan, as
“ironclad friends”, had al-
ways supported each other
and stood together in times
of difficulty. He said,”China
attaches great importance
to the high-quality develop-
ment of the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor and is
willing to deepen industrial
cooperation with Pakistan
and accelerate the imple-
mentation of livelihood
projects.”

In recent years, Nong
Rong said, the Gwadar Port
had witnessed rapid devel-
opment, and its achieve-
ments had benefited the lo-
cal people. “The media are
welcome to report more on
these developments,” he
added. Both sides needed to
jointly create a secure and
predictable business envi-
ronment to achieve a benign
cycle of development and
security, he added.

Commissioner urges Swift
Feasibility Report for Agriculture
Projects in Mirpurkhas

MIRPURKHAS (APP):
Commissioner Mirpurkhas
Faisal Ahmed Ugqaili on Tues-
day emphasized the urgency
of preparing a feasibility re-
port for agricultural projects
in Mirpurkhas Division. Ac-
cording to the DC office, dur-
ing a meeting held at the com-
missioner committee hall, of-
ficials from the Sindh govern-
ment and the Mirpurkhas dis-
trict administration convened
to explore diverse agricultural
initiatives.

These projects aim to
harness the region’s agricul-
tural potential, providing a
significant boost to local
farmers while simulta-
neously generating employ-
ment opportunities and fa-
cilitating the expansion of
agricultural product exports.

Several projects were
discussed, including setting
up a mango pulping unit to
preserve mango varieties,
cultivating cotton with saline
water, processing camel milk
for employment, promoting
cluster bean and date palm
production, activating the
canola market, and
operationalizing the chili
plant in Kunri. Deputy
Commissioner Mirpurkhas
Dr. Rasheed Masood,
Deputy Commissioner
Tharparkar Abdul Halim
Jagirani, Additional Com-
missioner Umerkot Sohail
Ahmed Soomro, Director
General Pakistan Research
Council Zakir Hussain
Dahri, Deputy Directors
from Livestock and Forest
Departments.

ISLAMABAD: Ex-Federal Minister and Secretary
General PPP Dr. Ghulam Hussain in a meeting
with Chief Editor Independent Group of Newspa-

pers Syed Farooq Shah.

SFA team imposes fine
on Patel hospital. 40 kg
expired meat recovered

Independent Report
KARACHI: On the special instructions of Director Gen-
eral Sindh Food Authority Agha Fakhar Hussain, a team
of SFA has conducted a joint operation at Patel Hospital
Gulshan Igbal Karachi. The canteen in the hospital was
found to be in very poor condition and almost 40 kilo-

gram expired meat was found Due to this situation, the
kitchen operation of the hospital was suspended and the
meat was wasted while a fine of rupees two lakhs was

also imposed.

Meanwhile Director General Sindh Food Authority
Agha Fakhar Hussain, in a statement issued here on
Tuesday, has warned the kitchen / canteen owners of pub-
lic and private hospitals across Sindh to maintain the
quality of their respective kitchens / canteens in accor-
dance with health principles and follow Sindh Food
Authority s rules, otherwise they will not only be fined but

Govt committed
to promote
sports activities:
Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Murtaza Solangi on Tues-
day said the caretaker gov-
ernment was committed to
promoting sports activities
in order to bring about posi-
tive change in the society.

The minister ex-
pressed the resolve during
a meeting with Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) Chair-
man Zaka Ashraf.

Different matters in-
cluding cooperation be-
tween Pakistan Television
(PTV) Sports and PCB
were discussed in the met-
ing.

Solangi said the PTV
Sports had been playing a
pivotal role to promote the
sports culture and it had
gained huge popularity
among the viewers across
the country.

14 arrested in
operation in

interior Sindh

KARACHI (APP):The Pa-
kistan Rangers Sindh and
Police in a joint intelligence-
based operation in the vil-
lage Ogahi, Kandhkot, ar-
rested 14 alleged robbers
including one in injured
condition.

According to a
spokesman for Rangers on
Tuesday, an exchange of fir-
ing between law enforce-
ment agencies and arrested
accused took place during
the operation.

As aresult, one of the
accused was injured. The
arrested robbers belong to
the Manzoor alias Gala
Ogahi gang. Snatched
goods, arms, and ammuni-
tion were recovered from
their possession.

Two youth shot
dead in North

Nazimabad

KARACHI (INP): Uniden-
tified armed men gunned
down two youth in North
Nazimabad Karachi on
Tuesday and fled the scene.

According to details,
the incident took place near
Shipowner College where
unknown culprits sprayed
bullets at two youth.

Both youngsters aged
between 20 to 25 years,
whose identity was not as-
certained till filing of report,
were killed on the spot
while attackers fled the
scene.

Police reached the
scene of crime, collected the
evidences and shifted the
bodies to Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital for postmortem.

A case into the inci-
dent was registered at
Shahrah e Noor Jehan po-
lice station and investiga-
tions were kicked off.

Robber Kkilled,
passerby injured

in encounter

KARACHI (INP): A rob-
ber was killed while a pass-
erby injured in exchange of
fire with police in Site Area
of Karachi on Tuesday.

According to details,
the police approached a
two-member gang of rob-
bers looting citizens near
Habib Bank Chowrangi.

Upon sight of police,
the robbers started firing
injuring a passerby. In re-
taliatory firing of police,
one robber identified as
Maroof was killed while his
accomplice managed to es-
cape.

Arms were recovered
from possession of killed
robber.

strict legal action will also be taken against them.

KARACHI Group photo of Director JMICC with maritime stakeholders during brief at J oint Maritime
Information Coordination Centre (JMICC).

Pakistan to roll out first
ever MRYV system for
monitoring GHG emissions

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan, in its concerted and
active effort to tackle the
crisis of climate change has
achieved another milestone
of establishing its first ever
measurement, reporting and
verification and monitoring
and evaluation
(MRV&ME) system for
monitoring its greenhouse
gas emissions.

The system will be an
information technology-
based solution that will help
collate scientific evidence
from across the country on
its carbon emissions caus-
ing environmental degrada-
tion for informed policy
making and course setting
to achieve internationally
pledged commitments and
targets.

The Ministry of Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordiantion’s Glo-
bal Climate Change Impact
Studies Centre (GCISC)
organized a three-day fo-

rum titled ‘Transparency
Platform for Pakistan
(RISQ): A Climate Trans-
parency: Knowledge Shar-
ing, the Climate Transpar-
ency project in Pakistan.’
In his opening re-
marks, Head-Agriculture
and Coordination, GCISC,
Arif Goheer said the vagar-
ies of climate change were
evident and demanded a
concerted and continuous
effort to overcome the chal-
lenges posed by climate-in-
duced disasters.
“Scientific evidence
clearly indicates that cli-
mate action should be ef-
fective and robust which is
known as transparency in
the jargon of climate sci-
ence. In Paris Agreement,
Enhanced Transparency
Framework was conceived
to clearly monitor GHG
emissions and measures
taken to cope with it and
resources deployed for cli-
mate action,” he added

NEW YORK: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar in a meeting with meeting with the
President of Iran Ebrahim Raisi.

PPP to adopt Bilawal’s
policy over election date

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP)
on Tuesday decided to
adopt the policy suggested
by PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on the mat-
ter for timely elections.

According to the PPP
sources, a meeting of the
PPP Central Executive
Committee (CEC) was held
on the matter of timely elec-
tions where the partici-
pants reached a consensus
to adopt Bilawal Bhutto’s
policy.

As per reports, during
the CEC meeting, the par-
ticipants consulted the
policies of PPP co-chair-
man Asif Zardari and his
son Bilawal.

The senior members
of the committee recom-
mended to adopt Asif
Zardari’s conciliatory
policy, as Asif Ali Zardari
was tended to save the
economy through his
policy.

However, the major-

ity members in the CEC
opposed the former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari’s
stance and emphasis to
adopt PPP chairman
Bilawal Bhutto’s policy.

The meeting was con-
cluded in the note that PPP
would not engage in any
negotiations regarding
timely elections. Mean-
while, some of the meeting
members expressed that
PPP should take firm stance
to support timely elections.

As per sources close
to the matter revealed that
the meeting members sug-
gested that Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and Shehbaz Sharifhave
been exposed during the
one-and-a-half'year govern-
ment.

Adding that PPP can
benefit significantly from
timely elections as the gen-
eral public is holding PML-
N accountable for its per-
formance during the coali-
tion government period.

DG Liu Jinsong
meets Gwadar based
delegation in Beijing

KARACHI (APP): Direc-
tor-General of the Depart-
ment of Asian Affairs of the
Foreign Ministry of China,
Liu Jinsong met with a vis-
iting delegation from
Pakistan’s Gwadar region,
headed by Vice Chancellor
of the University of Gwadar
Dr. Abdul Razzaq Sabir.
Liu welcomed Sabir
and the delegation to China
and engaged in discussions
and interactions with each
member of the delegation.
According to the com-
munique issued here on
Tuesday by the Chinese
Consulate, Liu emphasized
that over the past decade
since the launch of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), with the
joint efforts of both China

and Pakistan, significant
infrastructure projects in
Gwadar, including ports,
airports, roads, bridges,
hospitals, and desalination
plant have been completed
and put into operation,
bringing tangible benefits to
the local people.

Liu pointed out that
China attaches great impor-
tance to the well-being and
economic development of
Balochistan and Gwadar
region in Pakistan and con-
tinues to invest, demon-
strating that China’s
friendly policy towards
Pakistan is oriented to-
wards all ethnic groups in
Pakistan, that the CPEC
projects have benefited all
regions, tribes and social
strata of the country.

LARKANA: Employees of Shaheed Mohtarma

Benazir Bhutto Medical University are holding
protest demonstration for acceptance of their de-
mands, at Larkana press club.

Deputy Mayor vows
to better facilities at
graveyards of Sukkur

SUKKUR (INP):
Deputy Mayor Sukkur,
Dr Arshad Mughal on
Tuesday directed the
concerned department
to arrange cleaning and
lighting in all graveyards
of Sukkur to facilitate
the people who visit
there to offer prayer on
the occasion of Eid-

Milad-un-Nabi (SAW).

He said drinking
water facility with set-
ting up of medical camps
and deployment of city
wardens around the
graveyards for guidance
of people and parking of
vehicles should also be
ensured on this occa-
sion.
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