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Caretaker PM vows to implement
former govt’s commitments; ensure
rule of law, financial discipline

Addresses firstinterim cabinet meeting, calls on nation to start envisioning
Pakistani dream; Says there will no compromise on rule of law in country

ISLAMABAD (APP): Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar vowed on Friday to comply with

the commitments made by

the previous government on

national and international levels with different forums,
besides ensuring rule of law and financial discipline dur-

ing the interim period.

“We do not have perpetual mandate to serve the

nation but duringthe given

allocated time we will try to

lay foundation where we have sense of continuation of
national and international commitments that the previ-

ous government has made with different forums,

” he

said while talking to the cabinet members here during
the first cabinet meeting of the caretaker government.

With respect to a new

initiative-Special Investment

Facilitation Council (SIFC), launched by former gov-
ernment, the prime minister said the caretaker govern-

ment would fully support it. He said SIFC was a dream

comes true project as Pakistan was an agriculture coun-
try and rich with mineral resources.

He said in fact SIFC was not a new idea but it was
an old national dream that was going to be materialized

now.

“Day has arrived when with the support of all in-
stitutions including Pakistan military leadership, we
support, facilitate, encourage, and realize this old na-

tional dream.”

He said this initiatives was not held by any institu-
tion but it was collectively owned by around 250 mil-
lion people of the country. “We all own it and we will

contribute towards it.”

During the meeting, he individually acknowl-
edged the services ofall the cabinet members say-
ing “I am very proud that we havegot one of the best

KARACHI: Caretaker Chief Minister of Sindh Justice (R) Magbool Bagir
talking to media persons at Mazar-e-Quaid in Provincial Capital.

Jaranwala culprits to be
punished according to law:
caretaker federal minister

FAISALABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Human Rights and
Women Empowerment
Khalil George said on Fri-
day that all culprits in-
volved in the Jaranwala in-
cident would be punished
according to the law, while
Christians’ residences and
churches, ransacked by
mob, would berehabilitated
soon.

Talking to the media
during his visit to Chris-
tian Colony (Issa Nagri)
Jaranwala on Friday, he
said the Jaranwala tragedy
was a calculated move.
The anti-Pakistan elements
hatched a deep-rooted
conspiracy to spread an-
archy and create rift in
Christian-Muslim har-
mony. He advised the
Christian community to
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SUKKUR: Peoples Party (PPP) Senior Leader,

show patience and forge
unity among their ranks so
that nefarious designs of
the anti-state elements
could be foiled.

He said that the police
had registered five cases re-
garding the Jaranwala inci-
dent in addition to arrest-
ing 128 accused. Such inci-
dents had also occurred in
Gojra, Shanti Nagar and
Joseph Nagar and their
culprits had met their fate
whereas the victims were
compensated.

He also promised pun-
ishment to all culprits in-
volved in vandalising of
Christian localities and
churches and said that the
constitution of Pakistan
granted protection to all re-
ligions. Hence no one would
beallowed to deprive Chris-
tians of their legal rights.
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Khursheed Shah addresses during public gather-
ing meeting heldin Suk kur

Rangers arrests two
‘wanted terrorists’
of Daesh in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Rang-
ers claimed to have ar-
rested two most wanted
terrorists allegedly affili-
ated with the banned orga-
nization ‘Daesh’ from
Karachi on Friday.

Rangers and the Spe-
cial Investigation Unit
(SIU) conducted a raid in
Karachi’s Gadap area and
apprehended two most
wanted terrorists affiliated
with Daesh.

The apprehended ter-
rorist — identified as
Farmanullah aka Ehtesham
and Dawood aka Ameer
Sahab — were active mem-
ber of Daesh and wanted
in several terrorist activi-
ties in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Bajaur
and Karachi.

The rangers sp okes-
man stated that the hand
grenades, arms and ammu-
nition were also recovered
from the arrested accused.

The spokesman fur-
ther stated that the leader

of these terrorist, Sikandar,
was arrested in Karachi
back in 2020, while
Farmanullah managed to
escape to Afghanistan, re-
turned to Karachi a
while ago and went into
hiding.

Sp okesman Rangers
said that the accomp lices
of the arrested terrorist
have been killed in the en-
counters against the secu-
rity forces in Bajaur, mean-
while these terrorists were
booked in several terrorism
cases in PIB Colony po-
lice station.

The spokesman
claimed that the accused
Dawood alias Ameer Sahib
belongs to Tehreek-e-
Taliban Bajaur, and re-
cently left Tehreek-e-
Taliban and joined Daesh.

The spokesman fur-
ther said that the accused
was reorganizing the group

with his partner
Farmanullah alias
Ehtesham.

Muhammad
Fakhre Alam
Irfan posted
as CS Sindh

KARACHI (APP):
Muhammad Fakhre Alam
Irfan, an officer of Pakistan
Administrative Services
(BS-22) has been posted as
Chief Secretary Sindh Vice
Muhammad Sohail Rajput
transferred.

According to notifica-
tion, M uhammad Fakhre
Alam Irfan, presently
posted as Federal Secretary
Housing and Works Divi-
sion was transferred and
posted as Chief Secretary
Government of Sindh with
immediate effect and until
further orders

Madad Ali
assumes
charge as

Caretaker
Edu. Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP): Re-
nowned w13

13riter, poet and journalist,
Madad Ali Sindhi Friday
assumed charge as the care-
taker federal minister for the
Ministry of Education and
Vocational Training. The of-
ficials of the Ministry of
Education and Vocational
Training welcomed the
newly appointed Federal
Minister.

The Caretaker Federal
Minister for Education and
Vocational Training, M adad
Ali Sindhi was formally in-
troduced to the officials by
the Secretary Education
Waseem Ajmal Chaudhry.

Madad Ali Sindhi was
given a comprehensive
briefing about the impor-
tant functions and respon-
sibilities of the Ministry of
Education and Vocational
Training,

He said that he
wanted to understand the
problems of the education
sector and solve them ac-
cordingly.
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ISLAMABAD Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-HaqKakar chairs the first meeting of the Fed-
eral Cabinet.

If there will be housing
society of IB then who
competesit: CJP

ISLAM ABAD (Online):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial
has remarked if there will
be housing society of IB
then who competes it.

The CJP gave these re-
marks while p residing over
a 3-member bench of SC
during hearing of Housing
societies forensic audit
case here Friday.

He further observed
“we have reviewed FIA re-
port. As per report loss
of Rs 175 billions oc-
curred. An overall esti-
mate was given in the
report but no explanation
was sought from the hous-
ing societies.

Justice Athar Minallah
remarked how can FIA use
its name in private busi-
ness. Is it not clash of in-
terests.

He further remarked

grave allegations of illegal
occupation of land have
been leveled against FIA.
IB too is apparently in-
volved in illegal possession
of land. The job of these
institutions is serving
people and not running
housing societies.

The CJP remarked if
there will be housing soci-
ety of IB then who 1
competesit. The matter of
government institutions
housing societies is not be-
fore us. Therefore, a suo
moto notice can be taken
on this matter separately.
We see it either we have to
take suo moto notice or
otherwise. CJP remarked it
will be better some appli-
cation comes before us. We
are cautious in taking suo
moto notice because suo
moto notice is aimed at
protecting public interest.

Can’t interfere in ECP jurisdiction

Sindh interim CM vows not to

accept any ‘political pressure
1t is the responsibility of ECP to give a date for polls

Independent Report

KARACHI: Newly-ap-
pointed Sindh caretaker
Chief Minister Justice
(retd) Magbool Bagar has
vowed that he would not
accept any pressure while
fulfilling his new constitu-
tional duties.

During an interaction
with journalists in Karachi
on Friday, Justice (retd)
Bagqir said: “There is no
political pressure on me nor
I will accept any pres-
sure.”

Responding to ques-
tions about the expected
date for the upcoming gen-
eral elections in the coun-
try, the caretaker chief ex-
ecutive clarified that it was
the resp onsibility of the

KARACI-iI:Arﬁassor of Saudi Arabia Nawaf bin Said Al-Malk i meeting

with Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori

‘If any police officer found
involved in water theft, he
will face action’; Mayor

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab said that he is in
touch with the higher
authorities of the police
and if any police officer is
found involved in water
theft and action will be
taken against him.

He expressed these
views while address ing the
event organized under the
auspices of Karachi Water
and Sewerage Corporation.

Deputy Mayor
Karachi Salman Abdullah
Murad, People’s Party
Parliamentary Leader in
the City Council Najmi
Alam, Mayor Karachi
Spokesperson for Political
Affairs Karamullah
Wagasi, District Central
General Secretary Dil

Muhammad, Chairman of
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various UCs, CEO, MD

Water Board Syed
Salahuddin, Chief
Operating Officer

Asadullah Khan and other
officers were also present
on the occasion.

The water board has
come up with a solution
that they will produce
manhole covers, manhole
rings and slabs. A manhole
cover which weighs 10 to
12 kilograms  was
available for Rs 3500 in
the market, the same
cover will be ready in the
factory for Rs 2700 and its
weight will be 35 kg.He
said that 150 manhole
covers will be given to
every UC  without
discrimination and this
process will be started
from Monday.
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KARACHI: Chrlstlans hold a demonstratlon condemnmg the recent attack
on a Christian area by an angry mobin Jaranwala

Religious leaders

unite to condemn

violence, demand
justice for minorities
KARACHI (APP): Reli-
gious leaders from diverse
faiths on Friday gathered to
denounce exploitation, vio-
lence, and religious intoler-
ance in all its forms.

Leading the press con-
ference at the Karachi Press
Club, Ambassador at Large
for Global Peace and Hu-
man Rights, Imam Allama
M uhammad Ahsan
Siddiqui, Chairman of the
Interfaith Commission for
Peace and Harmony
(ICPH) and Co-Chair of the
International Religious
Freedom Roundtable for
Pakistan addressed the re-
cent Jaranwala incident and
called for justice and respect
for religious minorities in
Pakistan.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of unity and mutual
respect, he stated that Is-
lam unequivocally con-
demned all acts of violence
and exploitation.

He emphasized that Is-
lamic teachings required fol-
lowers to honor and resp ect
the beliefs of people from
other religions, affirming
that non-Muslim citizens
possessed the same rights
as their Muslim counter-
parts in an Islamic state.

Referring to the recent
Jaranwala incident, Imam
Siddiqui expressed deep
sadness and concern over
the violent actions that left
churches vandalized and
families homeless.

He condemned the ac-
tions of a radical mob and
called for an immediate im-
partial inquiry to determine
the facts and bring the cul-
prits to justice.

Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) to give a
date for holding the polls
to the Sindh Assembly.

He added that he can’t
interfere in the ECP’s juris-
diction in any way.

The interim CM, how-
ever, said that he would not
become part of any action
which is against the Con-
stitutionand the law. “Only
Constitution and law have
pressure.”

Apparently, he made
the remarks in the backdrop
of reports about “long-term
interim set-up”.

To another query, CM
Bagqar said that consultation
is underway to select mem-
bers of his interim cabinet,
adding that the incoming
cabinet would be short.

“Members of the incoming
cabinet will be picked in
phases.”

Responding to another
question, he said: “The
competent institutions
should hold everyone ac-
countable, including me,
under the law and the Con-
stitution.”

It is pertinent to here
that minutes before the
deadline was set to expire,
then Sindh chief minister
Murad Ali Shah and Leader
of the Opposition of the
dissolved Sindh Assembly
Rana Ansar agreed on nam-
ing Justice (retd) Baqar as
the caretaker chief execu-
tive of the province. His
name was proposed by the
PPP for the interim CM’s
slot.

Caretaker govt to assist
ECP in holding free & fair
elections: Murtaza Solangi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi
said on Friday that holding
general elections was the re-
sponsibility of the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) and the Federal
Government would fulfill
its duty to assist the watch-
dog in that regard.

Addressing his maiden
press conference as infor-
mation minister, he said the
entire caretaker cabinet
would try hard to fulfill re-
sponsibilities under the
oath and in accordance with
the law and Constitution.

The minister spoke
with the media to inform
them about the first meet-
ing of the Federal Cabinet
chaired by Caretaker Prime
M inister Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar.

Murtaza Solangi said
he had held a meeting with
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Raja Sikandar Sultan
and apprised him about the
commitment of the Federal

Cabinet regarding assistance
in holding free elections in
the country and imple-
menting the ECP recom-
mendations for necessary
transfer and p osting of of-
ficials in that regard. He said
the cabinet decided that on
the election day, the first
vote would be cast by the
caretaker prime minister
and then by the ministers.

The minister said the
country would be ulti-
mately run by the elected rep-
resentatives of the people as
was envisaged in the Con-
stitution of Pakistan and
the caretaker government
would look after the affairs
only till the elections.

He said that the cabi-
net decided to reduce the
government’s spending in
view of the prevailing eco-
nomic conditions, and it was
also the government’s re-
sp onsibility not to waste
taxpayers’ money.

“We cannot afford to
buy petroleum products at
high prices and sell them at
low prices,” he said.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Caretak er Minister for
Information and Broadcasting, Murtaza Solangi
addresses press conference at PID media centre.

PPP announces to hold
high level meeting on delay
in general election issue

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PPP has announced to hold
high level meeting on the
matter of delay in general
election.

Sources said PPP looks
unhappy over delay in gen-
eral election.

PPP senior leadership
has started considering to
evolve strategy in this re-
gard. In this regard PPP has
annonced to convene a high
level meeting

PPP has started con-
sidering to support Su-
preme Court Bar on the
matter of holding election
in time.

PPP is deliberating over
to make contacts wiht al-
lied parties on the issue of
holding election on time.

Key leaders of PPP
have conveyed their reser-
vations in connection with
delay in election to their
senior leadership.
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Afghan dilemma

Two I}(/ears have lapsed since the Afghan Taliban
tookKabul, and the Western-backed government
melted away, bringing to a close a lengthy and
expensive nation-building experiment. However,
while the Taliban may be celebrating the occa-
sion, the Afghanpeople have little to cheer about.

While 1t is true that the relentless violence
Afghanistan has been witnessing since the So-
viet invasion and later the American invasion
has come down considerably, the Taliban con-
tinue to enforce their ultraconservative version
of religious rule upon the populace, while inter-
national isolation and along-running drought
have inflicted crushing poverty on the Afghan

ople. Women in particular have seen their im-
ited freedoms snatched by thehard-line rulers of
Kabul, especially the right to get an education
and participate in society. Unlike during the pre-
vious period of Taliban governance, when the
Saudis, Emiratis and Pakistan recognised the
militia as the legitimate Afghan rulers, today the
Taliban find no country willing to extend recog-
nitionto them. Their dismalhumanrights record,
and failure to act against all terrorist groups on
their soil, are the key stumbling blocks standing
inthe way of international recognition.

The sooner the Taliban address these con-
cerns, the better; yet the hard-line leadershipin
Kandahar appears to have a dominating veto on
suchmatters over politicians and pragmatists
in Kabul. The clerics in Kandahar seem intent
on drasgéing Afghanistan back to the Middle
Ages. Sadly, their intransigence is having a dev-
astating effect on the Afghan people.

The Red Cross says 28.8m Afghans are in
urgent need of humanitarian assistance, while
the UN hasobserved that 15.3m ngople inthe
country face acute food insecurity. The Taliban,
therefore, need to reconsider their obstinate
stance so that help caneasily reach their devas-
tated countrymen. If Kabul’s rulers were to im-

rove the humanrights situation — especially
or women — and assure the comity of nations
that their soil will not be used to host terrorists,
global recognition could be forthcoming. How-
ever, aslong as both these expectations remain
unmet, few in the world will be willing to advo-
cate for engaging the Taliban.

Pakistan, for example, has long called upon
the world community to talk to the Taliban, yet
its concerns about the TTP remain unaddressed.
But regardless of political developments, the
world cannot leave millions of Afghansto face
starvation and death.

Support must continue to the Afghan people
to help them survive tough times. In this regard,
billions of dollars belonging to the Afghancen-
tral bank — being blocked by the US — must be
released so that food, medidne and other essen-
tial needs of the Afghan population canbe met.
Af%hanistan’s people deserve a chance atre-
building their country, not more isolation im-
posed on them due to the short-sighted policies
of their rulers.

Injustice Kills hope

Faisal Bari

We have seen some tough
times in Pakistan. Numer-
ous martial laws, two
wars, the trauma of the
war in East Pakistan, se-
vere tensions with India,
repeated post-nuclear
tests sanctions, the terror
campaigns of various
groups, and economic cri-
ses that seem to keep get-
ting worse provide a dis-
turbing yet incomplete
list.

But, and this might
just be the effect of being
in the moment, I do not
think that I haveever seen
and felt people to be as
despondent as they are
right now. Economic con-
ditions are tough but we
have seen tougher times
before. Dollars are expen-
sive and hard to get but
the State Bank has not
taken over dollar accounts
as it did in the past. We
still do not have rationing
of food and clothing as we
had up to the 1970s. Im-
ports have been restricted
but not as much as in the
past. So, where is the de-
spondency coming from?

People seem to have
lost hope in the future of
the country and it is
largely the last couple of
years that have been re-
sponsible for this loss of
hope. Many people, es-
pecially in the middle
class and amongst the
younger people, had a lot
ofhopes pinned on Imran
Khan and his anticipated
performance. Some got
disillusioned by the poor
performance of the gov-
ernment and the rest lost
hope when his govern-
ment lost the
establishment’s support
and was eventually done
away with. The PDM’s
poor performance has
also been a factor but a
more important one
seems to have been the
coalition’s active sup-
port for the “hybrid’ sy s-

tem. The way that PDM
supported anti-people
and anti-freedom legisla-
tion, through parliament,
will be talked about for
some time to come.

The way the estab-
lishment has taken back
power has made many
lose hope about the fu-
ture of the country. Con-
tracting space for free-
dom of speech, lack of
tolerance, religious re-
pression, suppression of
freedom of press, abduc-
tion of journalists, mak-
ing peop le disappear, ab-
ducting people for a few
hours to a few days as a
way of putting pressure
on them, disrupting jobs
and businesses of oppo-
sition members, and the
use of the law to register
many cases against a per-
son so that he/she gets
entangled in just dealing
with courts and prison
are but some examp les.

Nothing erodes
hope like injustice. And
what has happened and
is happening since the
excesses of May 9 has
been nothing short of in-
justice. Where a few hun-
dred or a few thousand
people might have been
involved in the actual
vandalism on May 9, ar-
rests were made at a
much broader and deeper
level. If people hap-
pened to be on the streets
that day, or were protest-
ing the arrest of Imran
Khan peacefully, they
were still picked up.
Party workers have been
picked up irresp ective of
whether or not they were
involved in the vandal-
ism. Some who were sup -
porting the party on so-
cial media have also been
picked up or harassed.
Others, who just hap-
pened to be in the vicin-
ity of the installations
that were vandalised,
have become victims of
the ‘net’ that the state
has cast. In cases where
the prime suspect could
not be apprehended,
family members have
been arrested or ha-
rassed.

The way the PTI
has been put under pres-
sure also shows this
high-handedness and in-
justice. People were
forced to leave the party.

They were arrested and
kept in jail till they held
a press conference to de-
nounce their party affili-
ation. They were then let
out. Family members
were arrested, threatened
or harassed to make
people leave. Nothing
erodes hope like injus-
tice!

A friend’s cook was
picked up as his number
was identified as a result
of geo-fencing. But the
gentleman lives in the
area, so how could his
number not have come
up ? He stayed in jail for
45 days or so before be-
ing bailed out. The fam-
ily had to spend a fair bit
in engaging a lawyer and
paying off the police sta-
tion and jail staff to en-
sure access to some ba-
sic comforts for the
gentleman and he still
has to fight a case. The
gentleman was a PM L-N
voter/supporter. Now he
and his family are livid
and want nothing to do
with Pakistani politics.

Another gentleman,
a doctor, was picked up
because he was a relative
of someone the police
wanted to put pressure
on. He had his connec-
tions so he stayed in the
thana for only two days.
But he is now planning
to move abroad along
with his family. He has
absolutely notrust left in
any local institution.

We have recently
heard about the 10-year-
old who was kept in the
thana for 22 hours or so.
His ‘crime’ was that he
was walking around with
a PTI flag. How many
videos have we seen of
police harassing or beat-
ing PTI flag carriers on
the streets?

We have also heard
about the 13-/14-year-old
boy who was arrested for
his alleged involvement in
the May 9 incident. He
was allegedly framed. But
this child stayed in jail
for more than a month.
His sisters have also
been, again allegedly,
harassed by the police.
His father died after
their home was raided
by the police to rearrest
the child after he had just
returned on bail. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

August in history

Dr Ramesh Kumar
Vankw ani

Being a student of
history, whenever 1
get some free time in
my daily socio-politi-
cal activities, I try to
study various impor-
tant events that have
played a key role in
changing the course
of human history.
One of the major
events of the previous
century is the Second
World War. The mas-
sive casualties, huge
destruction and other
horrific losses have
not yet been accu-
rately estimated.
However, the drop-
ping nuclear bombs
on the Japanese cities
of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki on 6th and
9th of August, 1945
resulted in lowering
the morale of the Japa-
nese leadership, and
then on August 15,
the Japanese emperor
officially announced
the surrender.

As soon as Japan
accepted defeat, ma-
jor changes in world

istory began to take
place. Several new
countries began to
emerge on the world
map, and indepen-
dence movements
gained momentum in
various colonial
countries including
British India.

L o r d
Mountbatten, the last
viceroy of the British
Empire, who also
served as a naval of-
ficer in the World
War, was appointed
with a one-point
agenda to divide In-
dia.

However, accord-
ing to some histori-
ans, he was interested
in making the Second
World War victory
more memorable by
announcing to divide
India on August 15.
The consequences of
this decision of the
viceroy had to be
borne by millions of
innocent people on
both sides of the bor-
der on the occasion of
Partition.

The question is
sometimes raised:
when both countries
achieved indepen-
dence together at the
same time, why is it
that Pakistan cel-
ebrates its Indepen-
dence Day on August
14 and India on Au-
gust 15? In this re-
gard, BBC Urdu, in
its investigative re-
ports, disclosed
that no one was con-
fused about
Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day in the first
year of independence.

Similarly, I re-
member that on Au-
gust 18, 2008, former

resident Pervez

usharraf an-

nounced his resigna-
tion.

There is no doubt
that Musharraf was
one of the most pow-
erful rulers of Paki-
stan, but the political
will, wisdom and
courage demon-
strated by the PPP
is indeed a golden
chapter of the tire-
less struggle to
strengthen democ-
racy in the country
and empower the
people as the source
of power.

Twoyears ago, in
the montK of August,
a major change in our
region took place in
the form of the return
of the Taliban to
Kabul. Undoubtedly,
the United States and
the Western allies
spent billions of dol-

lars in Afghanistan in
twenty years, with a
hope that the trained
Afghansecurity agen-
cies will counter the
advancement of the
Taliban. However, by
the start of August
2021, the Taliban had
taken control of the
rural districts, and fi-
nally on August 15th,
they reached the capi-
tal Kabul without any
resistance.

This year, the
Taliban regime in Af-
ghanistan an-
nounced a public
holiday on the 15th of
August to mark the
second anniversary
of its return to power.
On the completion of
two years, the white
flags of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghani-
stan were hoisted all
over the country. In
my view, when the
Taliban came to
power in Afghani-
stan in the nineties,
the western border of
Pakistan became se-
cure. Unfortunately,
today the situation is
quite different and
complicated.

n our national
history, the 17th of the
month of August is
also important in the
sense that on this day
in 1988, the death of
president Gen Ziaul
Haq and the then
US ambassador to
Pakistan in a myste-
rious air accident is
still an unsolved mys-
tery.

The effects of the
social changes that
took place at the state
level in our society
during his eracan
still be felt today.
In this regard, the
courageous role of
legendary leader
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto is worth
writing in golden
words in our na-
tional political his-
tory. -- Courtesy
TheNews

Commerce News

Eftective policies key to
achieve $100bn export
targets: Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal M inister
for Commerce and
Industry Gohar Ijaz said on
Friday that the government
will work hard to increase
Pakistan’s exports to more
than $100 billion for
sustainable = economic
growth and development.

Talking to PTV news,
he stressed that the
country needs to work
hard to catch up with the
emerging economies in the
world, adding, the country
is presently facing big
economic challenges, but
they arenot biggerthan our
capabilities and resolve to
overcome them.

He further said that
the agricultural, industrial
and textile sectors can play
an important role in
increasing exports,
reducing imports and
achieving  sustainable
economic growth in the
country.

Replying to a
question, the minister said
the Prime Minister has
chosen a well-versed team
that will succeed in the
mission of holding free and
fair general elections in the
country.

In a comprehensive
briefing, Mr. Ejaz was
provided with a thorough
understanding of the
crucial functions and
resp onsibilities entrusted
to the Commerce Division
and Industry.

With a visionary
approach, Commerce
Minister Gohar Ejaz has
set forth ambitious goals
for his tenure.

His resolute
determination is aimed at
propelling domestic

exports to animpressive 80
billion dollars, reflecting
his commitment to
fortifying the nation’s
economic prowess. “I am
steadfast in my resolve to

breathe new life into our
commercial and industrial
sectors,” Minister Ejaz
affirmed.

Addressing the
challenges that loom in the
commercial sector,
Minister Dr. Gohar Ejaz
expressed his dedication to
tackling complexities head-
on.

He aimed to swiftly
steer state enterprises
towards profitability,
demonstrating his
adeptness at strategic
decision-making in the
pursuit of economic
prosperity.

In a bid to foster
innovation and industry
growth, Gohar Ejaz
revealed his p lans to launch
flags hip projects within the
Special Economic Zone,
with aspecific focus on the
garments sector.

These initiatives are
poised to stimulate
economic activity.

SAU, UNFAO agree to
further develop Sindh and

Balochistan

HYDERABAD (APP):
Sindh Agriculture
University (SAU) Tando
Jam and United Nation
Food and Agriculture
Organization (UNFAO)
have agreed to join hands
to promote shared p rogress
and advancement in
agricultural endeavours
across the Sindh and
Baluchistan regions, so
that the farming
community of backward
areas can improve their
lifestyle through
sustainable agriculture.
This collaborative
effort is aimed at
strengthening research,
development, and
capacity-building
programmes within the
Sindh region, the
university spokesman
informed here on Friday
adding that a delegation

agri sectors

comprising faculty
members and directors
and led by the Vice
Chancellor Dr. Fateh
Marri visited the UNFAO
office, w here the
delegation was engaged
with James Okhton, Head
of UNFAO Sindh office.

Prof. Dr. Fateh Marri
commended the UNFAO
for its support to Sindh
Agriculture University,
Tandojam. He outlined the
varsity ’s achievements and
emp hasized the
institution’s  research
priority areas, designed to
address challenges posed
by climate change and food
security.

Dr Marri said both
organizations share the
core values of ensuring
seed security and building
resilient agriculture at the
national level.

Nuclear power
plants may help
overcome energy
crisis: PCJCCI

LAHORE (APP): Pak-
China Joint Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(PCICCI) President
Moazzam Ghurki said on
Friday that electricity
generation through nuclear
power plants could help
overcome energy Crisis.

Talking to the media
here, he said that global
warming was causing
gradual depletion of non-
renewable sources of
energy such as oil, gas and
coal. This situation was
compelling various
countries including most
of the European states to
reconsider their energy
policies.

Ghurki said that
many of them were opting
for energy production
through nuclear power
plants, which was not only
safer, cheaper and
effective  but also
supports self-reliance.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Commerce and Industry,

Gohar Ejaz is being briefed at the Ministry of Industries and Production.

Dr Umar Saif takes charge as
IT Minister, commits to propel
ICT exports beyond $10 bin

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information
Technology,
Telecommunication,
Science & Technology Dr
Umar Saif on Friday
expressed his commitment
to propel the IT exports
beyond $10 billion and

lead a nationwide
digitalization effort.
Addressing the

ministry officers after
assuming the charge, he
said,” My priorities are to
fully implement the
Digital Pakistan Vision
and further promoting the
of IT (information
technology) &
telecommunication
sectors. We will take all
the stakeholders on board
in this regard.”

The minister said
increase in the ICT
exports could help
stabilise the economy and
in the provision of decent
employments to skilled
people, as well as the
desire to fully digitize all
the government and semi-
government departments,
and organizations of the
country.

Earlier on his arrival
at the ministry, Dr Umar
Saif, who took oath as
minister on Thursday,
was received by
Secretary IT Navid
Ahmed Shaikh along
with other senior officers.

He was introduced to
all the officers and staff of
the ministry. Later he was
given a detailed briefing
about the completed,

ongoing, and future
projects of the IT
Ministry.

Dr Umar Saif said as
per the Constitution of
Pakistan, the
responsibilities and
powers of the caretaker
government were limited,
as its main objective was
to conduct free, fair and
imp artial general elections.

However,
monitoring and taking care
of the important
ministerial affairs were
also necessary during the
period, he added. Dr Umar
Saif is a very well-reputed
and known figure in the
world of ICT. He is the first
Pakistani to receive a PhD
in Computer Science from
Cambridge University at
the age of 23.

Ministry of Finance released Fiscal
Operation report 2022-23

ISLAM ABAD (Online): The Ministry of Finance has released Fiscal Operation

report 2022-23.

Accordingto report, the Pakistan’s budget deficit reached 7.7% of GDP in 2022-

23.

Total revenue collection from July 2022 to June 2023 remained RS 9633 billion.
According to Ministry of Finance, 16154 billion rupees were sp ent in the last
financial year and there was difference of 6521 billion rupees between expenditure
and income.It has been told in report that the total tax revenue in the last financial
year was 7818 billion rupees.

Shamshad chairs meeting
to review revenue collection
performance of FBR

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal M inister
for Finance and Revenue
Shamshad Akhtar on
Friday visited the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
Headquarters and held a
meeting with Chairman
FBR Malik Amjed Zubair
Tiwana, M embers of the
Board to review the
revenue collection
performance of FBR.

Secretary Finance
Imdad Ullah Bosal and
senior officers from FBR
and the finance ministry
also attended the meeting,
said a news release issued
here.

During the meeting,
Chairman FBR gave a
detailed presentation to the
minister about the revenue
collection performance of
FBR including the assigned
targets for the current
financial year 2023-24 and
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the strategy to achieve
them.He informed that
FBR has collected Rs 7169
billion against atarget of Rs
7200 billion in the previous
financial y ear.

The chairman further
apprised that all efforts will
be made to meet this year’s
collectiontarget of Rs 9415
billion.

Chairman FBR also
informed the minister
about the procedural
imp rovements being made
to simplify the process of
paying taxes in order to
facilitate the taxpayers.

He also gave an
update on important
initiatives of FBR
including the Broadening of
Tax Base, Track and Trace
System, and Point of Sale
System whereby efforts

are afoot to further
enhance revenue
generation.

PTA, PITB inaugurate

Lahore IXP to boost
digital connectivity

LAHORE (APP): The Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) and Punjab Information Technology
Board (PITB) on Friday marked a historic milestone
with the inauguration of the Lahore Internet Exchange
Point (IXP).

The inauguration ceremony was held at Arfa
Software Technology Park (ASTP) with esteemed
industry leaders, government officials, vital stakeholders
and prominent Internet Service Providers (ISPs) in
attendance. International stakeholders namely Internet
Society (ISOC), Asia Pacific Network Information
Centre (APNIC) and Japan Registry Services (JPRS)
attended the event remotely. The launch event featured
presentations and insightful speeches from key industry
figures, emphasizing the IXP’s potential to enhance
digital infrastructure and support the growth of
Pakistan’s internet economy.
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National News

Punjab Governor says:
Govt values cooperation of

Asian Development Bank
Punjab in dev. projects

LAHORE (Online): A
delegation led by Ms.
Jingmin Huang, Director of
Water and Urban
Develop ment Sector Office
of Asian Development
Bank met Governor Punjab
M uhammad Balighur
Rehman here today at
Governor House Lahore. In
the meeting, ongoing
projects in Punjab with the
support of Asian
Develop ment Bank were
discussed.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
M uhammad Balighur
Rehman said that the
government values the
cooperation of Asian
Development Bank Punjab
in various development
projects.

He said that the
cooperation of Asian

Development Bank in
various projects of urban
facilities is commendable.
Governor Punjab said that
the Asian Development
Bank’s support in
upgrading the Bahawalpur
Solid Waste M anagement
Company and the project
to generate electricity from
solid waste is a good
project. He further said
that Punjab government is
willing to initiate
sustainable infrastructure
development program
through structural reforms
toachieve economic growth
andsocial prosperity in the
country with the support
of Asian Development
Bank.

He emphasized that
the Asian Development
Bank should assist the local
government institutions in

the form of grants for
capacity building so that
the projects can be
successfully imp lemented.

Governor Punjab said
that he wants cooperation
and collaboration from
Asian Development Bank
for development projects
in flood affected areas,
health, water management
and urban development
sectors.

On this occasion,
Director of Water and
Urban Development Sector

Office of Asian
Development Bank
Jingmin Huang (Ms.

Jingmin Huang) said that
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) is committed to
continue supporting
Pakistan’s economic
recovery and develop ment
projects.

LAHORE: A delegation ledby Ms. Jingmin Huang, Director of Water and

Urban Development Sector Office of Asian Development Bank in a group
photo with Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman at Governor House.

Muslim Council of Elders denounces
attacks on Churches in Jaranwala

ISLAMABAD (APP): Under the guidance of the esteemed Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Dr.
Ahmed Al-Tayeb, the Muslim Council of Elders on Friday vehemently denounced the
recent assault on religious harmony in the wake of the Jaranwala incident.
According to a statement received here, extremists who defiled copies of the Holy
Quran and initiated an unfortunate series of events have drawn sharp condemnation
from the Council. The subsequent retaliatory strikes on multiple churches in Jaranwala,
Pakistan, executed by yet another faction of extremists, have further intensified con-

cerns.

Muslim Council of Elders Secretary-General, Judge Mohamed Abdelsalam, ex-

pressed strong dissent against such reprehensible actions.

He affirmed that these criminal deeds stand in stark contradiction to the values
upheld by divine religions, laws, and human ethics. “The core principles of mutual
respect and refraining from targeting places of worship are shared across these teach-
ings. The Holy Quran’ teachings are unambiguous in their emphasis on safeguarding
places of worship and abstaining from any form of aggression directed towards them,”

he added.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Chinese leader
Xi Jinping has called for
measures to mitigate the
effects of this year’s disas-
trous flooding which has
left scores dead and in-
flicted massive damage on
crops, homes and infra-
structure, including in and
around Beijing.

At least 90 rivers have
risen above warning levels
and 24 have already over-
flowed their banks, accord-
ing to state media, threat-
ening a vast area in north-
eastern China with flood-
ing, including the Songliao
Basin north of the capital,
which encompasses more
than 1.2 million square ki-
lometers (482,200 square
miles) with a population of
almost 100 million. “As
China is still in the main
flood season, rainstorms,
floods, typhoons and other
disasters still occur fre-

quently in many places
across the country,” the
Xinhua News Agency said,
summarizing conclusions
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Speakers stress for long
term strategies, projects to
counter extremismin KP

PESHAWAR (APP): The
speakers at an international
conference here Friday
called for chalking out and
implementing long term
strategies and projects to
counter extremism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The day-long
conference was organized
by the KP Centre of
Excellence on Countering
Violent Extremism.
Secretary  Higher
Education Anila M ahfouz
Durrani, former Deputy
Sp eaker National
Assembly Faisal Karim
Kundi, former DIG CTD
and Executive Director of
Global Community
Engagement and Resilience
Fund from Geneva Khalid

Kausar attended the
conference as  key
sp eakers. On this

occasion, a memorandum
of understanding was
signed between the
Geneva-based Global
Community Engagement
and Resilience Fund and
the Centre.

The agreement was
aimed to increase the
efficiency of the Center and
prevention of extremism in
the light of international
experiences.

Speaking on the
occasion, Secretary Higher
Education Anila Durrani
said that the KP Center of
Excellence on Countering
Violent Extremism is the
first center of excellence of
its kind in South Asia and
would act as a think tank
in the fight against
extremism.

PPP leader and former
Deputy Speaker National
Assembly Faisal Karim
Kundi said that KP was
currently facing critical
issues including extremism
and climate change.

He said Pakistan has
to reconsider its foreign
policy towards
Afghanistan for peace in
the region, adding that
such interactions should be
held regularly to combat
extremism and promote
tolerance in society.

HEC trains 25 scholars to
serve as faculty under IPFP

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National Academy of Higher
Education (NAHE), Higher Education Commission
(HEC), has successfully completed pre-service training
of 5th cohort of National Faculty Development
Programme (NFDP) for Interim Placement of Fresh PhDs

(IPFP) Programme.

In this connection, a ceremony was held to recognise
the achievements of 25 fresh PhDs who have now be-
come certified IPFP Fellows, having successfully under-
gone the comprehensive pre-service certification
programme. NFDP equips participants with essential
tools encompassing teaching and learning, applied re-
search, and professional practices.

Sami Saced assumes

charge as caretaker

Planning Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Muhammad Sami Saeed, a
retired seasoned bureau-
crat, has assumed charge
as the caretaker M inister
for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initia-
tives, marking a significant
development in the
country’s economic land-
scape.

He has an extensive
experience in Planning, De-
velopment & Economic af-
fairs.

On arrival at the min-
istry, he was welcomed by
the Secretary of Planning
Syed Zafar Ali Shah and
senior officials.

Later, the minister
chaired a meeting in which
he was given a detailed
briefing by the secretary
about the functioning and
responsibilities of the
ministry and ongoing de-
velopment and strategic
initiatives of the ministry
particularly the Public
Sector Development
Programme (PSDP), Annual
Development Plan, China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Center
(SIFC). While chairing the
meeting, Sami Saeed said that
all officers of the ministry
should work for the devel-
opment of the country with
full dedicationand hard work.

The mmister said that
the implementation of pub-
lic welfare projects should
be ensured while special at-
tention should be paid to
the quality of the projects.
Highlighting the importance
of education, he said that
more attention should be
given to increasing the qual-
ity of education in the
country.

International News

China’s Xi calls for measures
to mitigate disastrous flooding
amid economic slowdown

of Thursday ’s meeting ofthe
party ’s all-powerful Polit-
buro Standing Committee
presided over by Xi.

China’s Xito attend
BRICS leaders’ meeting,
visit South Africa

Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China s President Xi Jinping will attend the
BRICS leaders’ meeting and visit South Africa on Aug.
21-24, the Chinese foreign ministry said in a statement
on Friday. Leaders from the five BRICS countries of|
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Afiica meet in
Johannesburg next week from Aug. 22 to discuss how
to turn a loose club of nations accounting for a quarter
of the global economy into a geopolitical force that can
challenge the Wests dominance in world affairs.

Russian President Viadimir Putin, who faces an
international arrest warrant over alleged war crimes
in Ukraine, will dial in by video call instead of attending
in person. Expansion is expected to be high on the
agenda, as some 40 nations have shown interest in
Jjoining, either formally or informally, according to South
Africa. They include Saudi Arabia, Argentina and Egypt.

UK tribunalto hear Saima Mohsin’scase against CNN

Monitoring Desk

LONDON: An unfair dismissal case filed by British Pakistani journalist Saima M ohsin
against CNN will be heard by a tribunal in the UK, the journalist confirmed this week.
She tweeted, “I won! I won the hearing against CNN Employment Trib-unal will
hear my case on unfair dismissal #disability discrimination & #equalpay in London.”
Ms Mohsin, who now works for Sky News, was left differently-abled after
an accident while reporting from Jerusalem on the Israel-Palestine conflict in 2014.
Reports quote Ms Mohsin as saying her cameraman ran over her foot in a car,
causing severe tissue damage that left her strugglingto sit, stand and walk or return to
work full-time M's Mohsin said that although she requested for alternative duties and
support for rehabilitation from CNN, she was refused.
This week, she posted a statement to confirm that an employment tribunal in the
UK will hear her case. Ms Mohsin welcomed the news.

People gather outside a building after a strong earthqake shook Colom-

bian capital Bogota, prompting evacuations of offices and restaurants, in

Bogota, Colombia.

People le up outside of a

@il

local school to ter to be evacuated, as wildfires

threatened the Northwest Territories town of Yellowknife, Canada.

Red Cross setto end
funding at 25 hospitals
across Afghanistan

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: THE Interna-
tional Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) is likely
to end the financial running
of 25 Afghan hospitals by
the end of August due to
funding constraints, a
spokesp erson said, amid
growing concerns over a
plunge in aid to Afghani-
stan.

“Although we con-
tinue to engage with gov-
ernment ministries, donors,
and organisations to find
alternative sustainable sup-
port mechanisms for the
hospital sector, the phase-
out of the Hospital
Programme is expected to

happen tentatively at the
end of August,” Diogo
Alcantara, ICRC’s spokes-
person for Afghanistan,
said. “The ICRC does not
have the mandate nor the
resources to maintain a
fully functioning public
health-care sector in the
longer term,” Alcantara
said.

In April, ICRC said its
governing board approved
430 million Swiss francs
($475.30m) in cost reduc-
tions over 2023 and early
2024 and a rolling back of
operations in some loca-
tions as budgets for hu-
manitarian aid were ex-
pected to decrease.

Woman held for
threatening judge
presiding Trump case

Monitoring Desk
HOUSTON: A Texas
woman was arrested on
Wednesday for allegedly
making racially charged
death threats against the
Black federal judge presid-
ing over former US presi-
dent Donald Trump’s con-
spiracy case for trying to
overturn the 2020 election,
court documents showed.

On August 5, Abigail
Jo Shry left a phone mes-
sage at the Washington of-

fices of US Judge Tanya
Chutkan that included
threats on her life, accord-
ing to a complaint filed by
an agent of the Department
of Homeland Security.

The 43-year-old
woman from Alvin, Texas
called Chutkan a “stupid
black slave” and said “You
are in our sights, we want to
kill you,” according to the
document filed with a fed-
eralcourt in the southerndis-
triet of Texas.

UN suspends services
in Palestinian refugee
camp in Lebanon
over gunmen inside
its facilities
Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: The U.N. agency
for Palestinian refugees
says it has decided to sus-
pend all of its services in
Lebanon’s largest refugee
camp on Friday in protest
against the presence of gun-

men in its facilities.

UNRWA’s decision
went into effect shortly be-
fore noon Friday at the Ein
el-Hilweh refugee camp near
the southern port city of
Sidon. Services will resume
Saturday, UNRWA said.
Days of street battles took
place in the camp between
the Fatah group of Palestin-
ian President Mahmoud
Abbas and two Islamic mili-
tant groups, Jund al Shamand
Shabab al Muslim. The
clashes broke out on July 30,
after Fatah accused its rivals
of shooting dead a senior
Fatah military official.

The fighting killed at
least 13 people, injured
dozens and caused mil-
lions of dollars’ of dam-
age in the camp, accord-
ing to UNRWA officials.
Lebanese security forces
don’t operae inside the refu-
gee camps, where security
is in the hands of Palestin-
ian factions who often com-
pete for clout.

UNRWA said in its
statement Friday that
armed fighters are still
present in its facilities, in-
cluding schools.

Governor KP chairs
Pakistan Red Crescent
Merged area meeting

PESHAWAR (APP): The
meeting of Pakistan Red
Crescent merged districts
under the Chairmanship of
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali were held here
at Governor House on
Friday.

The meeting was
attended by the Chairman
of the Red Crescent for the
erstwhile tribal districts,
Imran Khan, members of
the managing committee,
Principal Secretary to the
Governor, Mazhar Irshad
and others.

In the meeting, a
detailed briefing was
presented regarding the
overall p erformance, aims
and objectives, community
services of Red Crescent
District Branch.

The meeting also
approved the nomination
of 11 members for the
managing committee of
Pakistan Red Crescent.

Pakistan Red

Crescent is a great name

and position in
humanitarian services, Haji
Ghulam Ali said.

He said the services of
the Red Crescent for
suffering humanity were
commendable.

The Red Crescent
should involve the local
community in
humanitarian services, Haji
Ghulam Ali said.

The Red Crescent
should establish strong
links with benefactors at
the local level, Haji
Ghulam Ali further added.

At the local level,
philanthropists and local
communities are help ful
for services and
cooperation in natural
disasters, Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali said.

The governor urged
the Red Crescent to
prepare alist of volunteers
at the Tehsil and District
level in all the merged
districts so that each and

LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan
Persons Society Lieutenant General (R) Abdul
Qayyum addressing press conference along with
others at Press Clubin Provincial Capital.

every work.

Ex -Service

US approves sending F-16s
to Ukraine from Denmark

and Netherlands

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The
United States has approved
sending F-16 fighter jets to
Ukraine from Denmark and
the Netherlands to defend
against Russian invaders as
soon as pilot training is
completed, a US official said
on Thursday.

Ukraine has actively
sought the US-made F-16
fighter jets to help it
counter Russian air sup eri-
ority. Washington gave
Denmark and the Nether-
lands official assurances
that the United States will
expedite approval of trans-
fer requests for F-16s to go
to Ukraine when the pilots
are trained, the official said.

“We welcome
Washington’s decision to
pave the way for sending
F-16 fighter jets to
Ukraine,” Dutch Foreign
Minister Wopke Hoekstra
said on messaging platform

X, formerly known as Twit-
ter. “Now, we will further
discuss the subject with our
European partners.”

Denmark and the
Netherlands had recently
asked for those assurances.
The US must approve the
transfer of military jets
from its allies to Ukraine.

A coalitionof 11 coun-
tries was due to start train-
ing Ukrainian pilots to fly
the F-16 fighter jets this
month in  Denmark.
Denmark’s acting Defence
M inister Troels Poulsen
said in July that the coun-
try hoped to see “results”
from the training in early
2024. Nato members Den-
mark and the Netherlands
have been leading interna-
tional efforts to train pilots
as well as support staff,
maintain aircraft and ulti-
mately enable Ukraine to
obtain F-16s for use in its
war with Russia.

Taipei mayor to visit
China as tensions
simmer with Taiwan

Monitoring Desk
TAIPEIL: The mayor of
Taipei will visit Shanghai at
the end of this month for
an annual city forum, his
office said on Friday, a trip
that will take place against
the backdrop of frozen ties
between the Taiwanese and
Chinese governments.

While China has re-
fused to speak to Taiwan’s
government since President
Tsai Ing-wen took office in
2016, believingshe isasepa-
ratist, city-to-city ex-
changes had continued un-
til interrupted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Still, Tsai’s administra-
tion has cautiously been
trying to reopen less sensi-
tive people-to-people links
since it lifted pandemic-re-
lated border controls late
last year, aiming to engen-
der goodwill with China,
and a group of Shanghai of-
ficials made a low-key visit
to Taipei in February.

Taipei Mayor Chiang
Wan-an, from the main op-
position party the
Kuomintang, which tradi-

tionally favours close rela-
tions with China, will go to
Shanghai on Aug. 29-31 for
the Taip ei-Shanghai City
Forum, which was first
held in 2010.

The Taipei city gov-
ernment said Chiang, a ris-
ing Kuomintang star, would
lead the delegation to the
forum, the theme of which
this year is “new trends,
new development”.

The Kuomintang has
pushed to resume contacts
with China since pandemic
controls were lifted, saying
that dialogue was needed
now more than ever given
the tensions over Taiwan.

China, which claims
the island as its territory,
has been carrying out mili-
tary activities near Taiwan,
including regularly sending
fighter jets into the air space
around it. “When the situa-
tion across the Taiwan Strait
is tense, we have aneed even
more for communication and
exchanges, and the two cit-
ies forum can be that kind
of platform,” Chiang told
reporters in Taipei.




Daily Independent, Karachi

Saturday August 19, 2023

“No Leniency!”

President enhances penalty
upon woman harasser

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
enhanced the penalty for
workplace harassment,
imposed upon the Direc-
tor for Human Resource
Management (HRM) in
NEPRA, to “dismissal
from service”.

He held that sending
text messages to a female
colleague, askingher to stay
in the office beyond office
hours with an ulterior mo-
tive, making unwanted ad-
vances, and intimidating
her to face dire conse-
quences in case of her re-
fusal to assent to his un-
ethical demands consti-
tuted harassment, and
warranted no leniency.

While decidingupon a
workplace harassment
case, the president in his
decision wrote that state-
ments of the complainant,
witnesses, CCTV footage,
WhatsApp messages, and
the email fully established
the factum of harassment,
President House media
wing said in a press release
on Friday.

He said that the ac-
cused himself had also ad-
mitted his guilt by implica-
tion and his only grievance
before the President was
regarding the severity of
punishment. “The prin-
ciple of reasonableness and
proportionality demands
that the penalty is modified

to dismissal as it is com-
mensurate with the gravity
of the offence”, he added.

The president rejected
the representation filed by
Ahmad Nadeem (the ac-
cused), Director HRM in
National Electric Power
Regulatory  Authority
(NEPRA) and changed the
minor penalty of “with-
holding two increments”
imposed by the Federal
Ombudsman for Protection
against Harassment of
Women at Workplace
(FOSPAH) to “dismissal
from service”.

Earlier, a female Office
Assistant (the complain-
ant), had filed workp lace
harassment in NEPRA al-
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ISLAMABAD: Care taker Federal

Health Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan chaired

introductory meeting of the Senior Officers of Ministry and all head of

attach departments.

Board of Revenue Balochistan
selects PTCL Smart Cloud
for E-Stamping Project

Independent Report
QUETTA: Pakistan Telecommunication Company Lim-
ited (PT CL) and Board of Revenue Balochistan have signed
an agreement for provisioning of IaaS Smart Cloud Ser-
vices at PTCL’s Tier-1II Data Center for Land Record
M anagement System (LRMS) and Fiber Optic Connec-
tivity at Facilitation Centers at different districts of the

province.

Zarrar Hasham Khan, Group Chief Business Solu-
tions Officer, PTCL and Roshan Ali Sheikh Senior M em-
ber, Board of Revenues Balochistan signed the agreement
at a special ceremony of “Balochistan E-Stamping Project
(Energized by PTCL Smart Cloud) and Revenue
Sahooliyat Center Quetta (Board of Revenue Balochistan);
recently held at Quetta Club, Quetta Cantt Balochistan,

Bank of Punjab as a collection agent partner and
Systems Limited as Technology Partner were also present

at the ceremony.

While addressing to the ceremony Zarrar Hasham
Khan, Group Chief Business Solutions Officer, said “To-
day is an important day for the people of Balochistan.
PTCL is proud to be the important pillar of this digital
transformation and Modern technology adaptation by
providing Smart Cloud solution in PTCL’s Tier III Data
Center facility and fastest Internet and data connectivity
through its Fiber Optic network in Gwadar, Quetta and
far-flung areas across the province. He further added that
This project will be the largest database of Balochistan.
With the support of Balochistan government, this project
will be exp anded across the province. PTCL Will con-
tinue to play role in the develop ment and better of

Balochistan.”

Senior Member Board of Revenue, Roshan Ali
Sheikh, said, “Inauguration of Balochistan E-Stamp ing
Project and Facility Center Quetta is a historic initiative
of government. The launch of e-stamping will be a big
success, a substantial boost to revenue. Digital technol-
ogy will stop tax collection leakages and ease the public.

Justice Mansoor
suggests full court
to hear NAB

amendments case
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
of Supreme Court (SC) has
proposed to constitute full
court to hear NAB amend-
ment case. The NAB
amendment case came up
for hearing before SC Fri-
day. Giving proposal for
constitution of full court
Justice Mansoor A 1 i
Shah remarked court
should decide practice and
procedure act case or con-
stitute full court. The de-
cision on the petitons filed
agaisnt SC practice and
procedure act has yet to
come. Citing to note writ-
ten by him in military trial
case he remarked this ccase
should be heard by full
court. Today I request
CJP that NAB amend-
ment case should be
heard by full court. The
practice and procedure
act case has yet not been
decided. Had Supreme
Court Practice and Pro-
cedure act been decided
then the matter would
have been different.

Assets case:
SC fixes plea
seeking revocation
of Maryam bail for
hearing on Aug 22

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Petition seeking revocation
of bail of PM L-N senior
vice president Maryam
Nawaz has been fixed for
hearing in Supreme Court
(SC).

A two members bench
of SC presided over by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial
will hear the case on Au-
gust 22. Justice Athar
Minallah is also part of the
bench.

Fly Jinnah launches Mobile App for
enhanced passenger convenience

KARACHI (PR): Fly
Jinnah, Pakistan’s new low-
cost carrier (LCC), an-
nounces the launch of its
brand-new mobile applica-
tion, designed to provide
passengers with unparal-
leled convenience and a
seamless travel experi-
ence.

With the new Fly
Jinnah mobile app, passen-
gers can now effortlessly
book and manage their
flights, making travel ar-
rangements more conve-
nient than everbefore. The
user-friendly interface al-
lows users to explore flight
options, select preferred
seats, and choose from a
variety of additional ser-
vices such as adding baggage
and meal selection. This
ensures that passengers
have complete control over
their travel plans, right at
their fingertips.

One of the key features
oftheFly Jinnah mobile app
is the integrated check-in
process. Avoiding long
queues at airport counters,
passengers can now conve-
niently check-in for their
flights through the app, sav-
ing valuable time and avoid-
ing unnecessary hassle.
Furthermore, the app pro-
vides passengers with digi-
tal boarding passes, elimi-
nating the need for printed

copies and making the
boarding process smoother
and more efficient.

In addition to its book-

ing and check-in
functionalities, the new
mobile app also offers pas-
sengers access to the
airline’s generous loyalty
program. Passengers can
effortlessly track their loy-
alty points and redeem re-
wards directly through the
app. In addition to that,
passengers can check flight
status and contact customer
support for help if re-
quired. This personalized
experience further highlights
Fly Jinnah’s commitment

to enhancing customer sat-
isfaction and continuously
providing a convenient
travel option.

The Fly Jinnah mobile
app is now available for
download on, i0S, Android
& Huawei devices. Passen-
gers can access it by visit-
ing the respective app
stores and searching for
“Fly Jinnah.”

Customers can now
book their flights through
mobile app, Fly Jinnah’s
w e b s 1 t e
(www.flyjinnah.com) & by
simply calling the call cen-
tre (021-3565096) or
through travel agencies.

leging that the accused used
to call her into his office,
discussed personal matters,
passed comments on her
looks, tried to physically
approach her, invited her to
have lunch and dinner, and
used to send unnecessary
and inappropriate text mes-
sages.

The Internal Harass-
ment Committee (IHC) of
NEPRA conducted a de-
tailed inquiry and con-
cluded that the allegations
of harassment stood estab-
lished against the accused
and recommended impos-
ing the major penalty of
“reduction to a lower post”
from Director to Deputy
Director.
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KARACHI: Traders are holding protest demonstration against the price hik e of petroleum products, at

Boltan Market in Karachi

Parliament to continue it’s role in making
Pakistan disaster resilient: Raja

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Sp eaker National Assem-
bly, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on
Friday said the Parliament
of Pakistan would continue
its role in making the coun-
try disasterresilient and cli-
mate adaptive for a sustain-
able and healthy future for
the coming generations.
The Speaker National As-
sembly was addressing to
the concluding ceremony
of the third-day first ever
Pakistan Expo on Disaster
Risk Reduction 2023
(PEDRR-23). Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf in his keynote ad-
dress congratulated the Na-
tional Disaster M anage-
ment Authority (NDM A)

and National Disaster Risk
M anagement Fund
(NDRMF) for organising
the important forum of
PEDRR-23. He also appre-
ciated the experts, speak-
ers and others for their valu-
able contributions shared at
different seminars, and dia-
logues held duringthe Expo.

He said the NDMA
had rightly placed global
focus on putting capacity
building of vulnerable coun-
tries like Pakistan. “The
country being among the
top ten countries most vul-
nerable to climate change
despite less than one per-
cent of carbon emissions
was similar to face the out-

come of what that it had not
done,” he added.

The Speaker under-
scored that the monster
monsoon floods of 2022
badly disrupted life in Pa-
kistan whereas the interna-
tional community was
forthcoming in supporting
the country. He added that
the already ailing economy
of Pakistan could not sus-
tain another disaster with
inadequate capacity. The
National Assembly
Sp eaker said the country
realised that national pre-
paredness was more eco-
nomic than financing post-
disasterinitiatives. He said,
“We must imp rove techni-

Measles claims four lives in
Thana Bula Khan’s village

HYDERABAD (APP):
The measles virus has re-
portedly claimed the lives
of four children in Azad
Gabol village in Thana Bula
Khan taluka of Jamshoro
district.

A health team from the
District Health Office on
Friday visited the village
and immunized the chil-
dren.

The District Health
Officer Imamuddin Khoso
told the media that three
years old Rukhsana, daugh-
ter of Huzoor Bux, had died
a few days ago while the
remaining three children

passed away recently.

The deceased have been
identified as eight months
old Ayaz, Kubra (three)
and 10 years old Abu
Bakar. The local residents
told the media that more
than two dozen kids in the
same village were suffering
from similar health condi-
tions. Dr Naeem Rajput of
the Expanded Program for
Immunization (EPI) Sindh,
District Supervisor EPI Dr
Imtiaz, DHO Khoso and
other health officers visited
the village and other nearby
villages to take stock of the
situation.

PM grieved
over death of
MQM leader

Kanwar

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Friday expressed grief
over the death of
Muttahida Qaumi M ove-
ment leader Kanwar Naveed
Jameel.

The prime minister
prayed for the peace of the
departed soul.

He also prayed to Al-
lah Almighty to grant
strength to the bereaved
family to bear the loss with
equanimity.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal
Aslam was given apresentation by the Secretary Law on his arrival at the

Ministry.
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Minister for Law and Justice Ahmad Irfan

Solangi meets Marriyum,
discusses matters related
to Information Ministry

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Murtaza Solangi on
Friday met with former in-
formation minister and Pa-
kistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) spokesperson
Marriyum Aurangzeb.

During a visit to the
residence of former Mem-
ber National Assembly
Tahira Awurangzeb in
Rawalpindi, the caretaker
information minister dis-
cussed with the former in-
formation minister the
overall situation of the
country and the issues re-
lated to the M inistry of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
congratulated Murtaza
Solangi on assuming charge
as caretaker information
minister.

She prayed for him to
successfully perform na-
tional responsibility as care-
taker information minister.

The caretaker infor-
mation minister M urtaza

Solangi also met with the
children and family mem-
bers of  Marriyum
Aurangzeb.

Murtaza Solangi con-
gratulated former Informa-
tion Minister Maryam
Aurangzeb for running the
Information Ministry in
the best possible manner
during 16 months of the
PDM tenure.

Appreciating
Marriyum Aurangzeb, he
said that the enactment of
the PEMRA (Amendment)
Bill 2023 was a manifesta-
tion of democratic creden-
tials and consultation skills.
Solangi said that he would
try to continue the standard
of performance that she had
established.

Earlier on the arrival,
Marriyum Aurangzeb
along with her mother
Tahira Aurangzeb and
other family members
welcomed the Caretaker
Information M inister

Murtaza Solangi and also
presented him with a bou-
quet of flowers.
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KARACI:ﬂ: .R.esi.dence 6f Martin Quarter holds
protest on road at PIB Colony against the shortage
of water and load shedding of electricity in Provin-

cial Capital

AJK president
meets PM;
invites to
address LA

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir Barrister Sul-
tan M ahmood Chaudhry
on Friday called on Care-
taker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar here.

The AJK president con-
gratulated the prime minis-
ter on assuming the office
and expressed good wishes
for him. He extended an in-
vitation to the prime minis-
ter to visit Azad Kashmir
and address the AJK Legis-
lative Assembly.

Prime Minister Kakar
assured the unconditional
support of Pakistan to the
Kashmir cause.

“We will continue to
standside by sidethe people
of Kashmir in their struggle
for ther right to self-deter-
mination,” he remarked.

Bugti says:
Citizens’
protection
is state
responsibility

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker interior minister
Sarfraz Bugti said Protec-
tion is state’s first respon-
sibility. Jaranwala incident
was shameful and against
the teachings of Holy
Prophet (S.A.W), he added.

Sarfraz bugti said no
group is allowed to do vio-
lence and corruption will
not be tolerated in any situ-
ation. According to details
federal caretaker minister
Sarfraz Bugti arrived in in-
terior ministry and offi-
cially took over the charge.
Interior secretary Syed Ali
Murtaza and others paid
reception to newly ap-
pointed caretaker interior
minister.

cal archiving and knowl-
edge-based decision making
for effective disaster man-
agement.”

Raja Ashraf men-
tioned that he was briefed
on the NDMA efforts
alongwith other partners in
shaping locally made na-
tional plans for disaster
management and risk re-
duction.

The Speaker men-
tioned that cloud bursts,
glacial lake outburst floods
(GLOFs), torrential rains
and heatwaves were be-
yond human control but to
respond to it was in its ca-
pacity. “National Assem-

bly, SDGs taskforce and
standing committees are al-
ways at the forefront of
government’s climate deci-
sions’ scrutiny,” he added.

“I have personally
raised the issue of
Pakistan’s vulnerability and
food security due to climate
change at various regional
and international forums.
Let’s join hands and act as
climate activists to mitigate
climate change risks effec-
tively,” he said.

Earlier, the highlights
of the three-day engage-
ments of PEDRR-23 were
showcased before the par-
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ISLAMABAD: Secretary/ Chairman Railways is
welcoming the Caretaker Federal Minister for
Railways, Capitan (R) Shahid Ashraf Tarar at
Ministry of Railways.

Railways Minister
vows to ensure
passengers’ safety

ISLAM ABAD (APP): Federal Minister for Railways
Captain ® Shahid Ashraf Tarar on Friday vowed to
ensure the safety of the passengers and the best facilities

during train travels.

The Minister shared the remarks after taking charge
of his office said. Officials of the Ministry of Railways
were present on the occasion.

Federal Secretary Railways Sy ed Mazhar Ali Shah
briefed the Minist er on the administrative and operational

functions of the Railways.

He directed the Ministry staff to take all possible
measures for the convenience of the passengers.

Shahid Tarar instructed the department concerned
to conduct an audit and assessment regarding the safety
of passengers and submit a report within seven days.

The federal minister stated that Main Line-I is an
important and strategic project for Pakistan that will
revamp the railway sector and generate more revenue

for the department.
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HYDERABAD: Commission for Interfaith Dia-

logue Catholic Diocese of Hyderabad Leader, Fa-
ther Shehzad Khok ar addresses to media persons
during press conference, at Hyderabad press club

Sensitization program on
remittances for workers
going abroad launched

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) and the Bureau of
Emigration and Overseas
Employment (BE&OE)

jointly launched on
Friday the Pre-
Departure Briefing

Program to sensitize
workers going abroad
about the process of
sending remittances to
home and relevant
schemes by the
government and banks.
The program will be
organized in all
Protectorate of Emigrants
(PE) Offices across
Pakistan to educate
intending overseas
workers about formal
channels for sending
remittances, assist them
in op ening bank accounts,
especially joint accounts,
highlight the risks
involved in using informal
channels and update
outgoing workers about
government’s programs

and schemes as well as
banks’ products related to
home remittances.
Executive Director
SBP Akhtar Javed and
Director General, BE&OE
Akram Ali Khowaja
launched the programin a
ceremony that was
attended by the senior
officials of SBP, PRI,
BE&OE and
representatives of the
large remittance
mobilizing banks, said a
statement issued here.
The Pre-Departure
Briefing Program,
developed by Pakistan
Remittance Initiative
(PRI) in collaboration
with Bureau of Emigration
and Overseas
Employment (BE&OE)
and banks, is considered
the key initiative for
domestic outreach for
educating outgoing
workers to use formal
channels forsending home
remittances.
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