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Guilty of graft:

Imran Khan arrested after
court jails him for 3 years
in Toshakhana case

Islamabad court rules Imran's dishonesty has been established
beyond doubt,; PTI chief's lawyer deems verdict “‘a murder of
Justice”’; party announces country-wide protests, Imran urges
supporters to continue peaceful protests; Imran Khan techni-
cally stands disqualified from holding any public office for five
years under Article 63(1)(h) of the Constitution

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
local court on Saturday an-
nounced a three year jail
term to chairman PTI Imran
Khan along with fine worth
Rs100,000 after convicting
him in a criminal case per-
taining concealing the de-
tails of gifts received from
Toshakhana.

The court said that the
charges against the accused
for hiding assets from Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) had been proved
during the trial. The court
also rejected the plea of
former prime minister
Imran Khan pertaining to
the maintainability of case.

Additional District and
Session Judge Hamayun

Dilawar announced the ver-
dict into the case and later
also issued a four-page writ-
ten order. The order said
that no one had given argu-
ments from the accused side
in a case against admissibil-
ity of the criminal case. The
plea was being terminated
on the basis of arguments
given on May 5, and July
8, into the matter.

The order said that the
complainant had presented
satisfactory and solid evi-
dences against the accused,
which had proved the
charges. It further said that
the chairman PTI had sub-
mitted the false record to
the ECP during the years
of 2018-19 and 2019-20

- :

ISLAMABAD: hairman Senat Muhmmad Sadiq Sanjrani, MNA Mir Khalid

regarding his assets.

It said that the accused
had also submitted false
record pertaining Form-B in
2020-21. It said that the
record pertaining the
toshakhana gifts had
proved as false and there
was no doubt that chairman
PTI had committed dishon-
esty.

The order said that
keeping in view the crimes,
the accused is awarded a
three year imprisonment
sentence and is imposed
Rs100,000 fine. The ac-
cused had to face six month
jail more ifhe failed to sub-
mit the amount of fine.

Continued on page 2

Khan Masi, Ehsanullah Reki and Senator Agha Umar Ahmedzai meeting
with Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo

Pak Army vows
to continue support
of Kashmiris struggle

RAWALPINDI (APP): On
the eve of Youm-e-Istehsal,
the Chairman Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), Services Chiefs
and Pakistan Armed Forces
on Saturday expressed soli-
darity with the brave and
resilient people of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) in
their just struggle for right
to self determination ac-
cording to the UN resolu-
tions.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release, the
continuation of inhumane
military lockdown, illegal
measures to change the de-
mographic structure of the
occupied territory and the
gross and systematic trans-
gressions of human rights
were all manifest violations
of international law.

“Such actions coupled
with Indian Government’s
belligerent rhetoric and hos-
tile actions continue to per-
petuate humanitarian and
security crises in [IOJK and
pose a perpetual threat to
regional security,” the ISPR
said.

The resolution of Kash-
mir dispute according to
UN Resolutions and aspi-
rations of Kashmiri people
is imperative for enduring
peace and stability in the
region.

Pakistan Armed Forces
pay rich tribute to the mar-
tyrs of IIOJK for their su-
preme sacrifices, and affirm
full support of Pakistan for
provision of political,
moral and humanitarian
support to Kashmiris in
their just struggle against
tyranny and illegal subju-
gation.
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QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan

Abdul Khaliq Sheikh formally inaugurating Seri-
ous Crimes Investigation Wing (SCIW) by cutting
ribbon from daughter of Shaheed DSP Ameer

Muhammad Dasti

IGP inaugurates serious crimes
investigation wing having
seven units in Quetta

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Inspector
General of  Police
Balochistan, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh inaugurated the se-
rious crimes investigation
wing here in Quetta on Sat-
urday.

The wing comprises
seven units including kid-
napping for ransom, CIA,
crime scene, car lifting and
others.

More than 40 women
police personnel would
serve in the serious crimes
investigations wing.

Speaking on occasion
of inauguration of the wing,
the IGP said that it is our

endeavor to get the build-
ings of police inaugurated
by the children of police
martyrs. He said that we are
making efforts to improve
quality of the investiga-
tions.

He said that it is re-
sponsibility of the police
force to prevent crimes and
criminal activities, and as
such we also need to pay
more attention on the inves-
tigation.

The IGP said that in-
vestigation is left because
ofthe engagement of police
personnel for law and or-

Continued on page 2

President visits
Governor
House, reviews

ration bags
KARACHI (APP): Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi on Satur-
day visited the Governor
House and met with the
Sindh Governor
Mohammed Kamran Khan
Tessori and reviewed the
bags of ration.

According to a Gover-
nor House communique,
the President also visited
the site of ‘Bell of Hope’
located in the Governor
House.

The Governor briefed
the President about the
purpose of the bell.

The President lauded
the efforts of the Governor
to distribute ration bags
among the poor people and
conduct

the tests for Informa-
tion Technology courses.

The President also
planted a sapling in connec-
tion with the plantation
campaign in the lawn of the
Governor House.

Imran facing
consequences
of his misdeeds:

Rana Sana

FAISALABAD (APP):
Federal Interior Minister
Rana Sana Ullah Khan on
Saturday said that PTI
chairman Imran Khan was
facing consequences of his
misdeeds and malice.

Talking to the media
after addressing laptop dis-
tribution ceremony at Uni-
versity of Agriculture

Faisalabad (UAF), he
said that district and ses-
sions judge had given him
full opportunity for

7 months to come in
the court and present
proofs of his innocence but
Imran Khan failed to com-
ply with the court orders.

He said that Imran
Khan remained away from
appearing before the
court, hence, the court
completed legal require-
ments of the case and an-
nounced its verdict. The
court decision was made
under a systematic manner,
he added.

He further said that
Imran Khan should file an
appeal against the court
decision as forum of the
High Court and Supreme
Court was open for him. If
he proved himselfinnocent,
he would be released, he
added.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo

with members and special invitees of the 50th meeting of the Council of

Common Interests

CCI unanimously approves
7th digital census, Pakistan’s

population rises to 241.49 min
Approval of 7th digital census to fortify federation: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Council of Common
Interests (CCI) Saturday
unanimously approved the
7th digital census in the
country.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif chaired the
50th meeting of the CCI in
which the approval was
given after detailed consul-
tation and decision-making.

The four provincial
ministers and the represen-
tatives of all political par-
ties completely agreed with
the results of the census. Dr

Khalid Magsi of
Balochistan Awami Party,
Syed Aminul Haque of
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment, Maulana Asad
Mehmood of Jamiat Ulema
e Islam and Qamar Zaman
Kaira of Pakistan Peoples
Party besides the members
of CCI attended the meet-
ing on special invitation.
The prime minister in
his remarks said the Coun-
cil of Common Interests
was an important constitu-
tional institution for
strengthening the federa-

tion.

He said the first digital
census in Pakistan was
completed in the best man-
ner which was a good step
for the country.

The provincial govern-
ments and the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics played
an important role in this
very vital national respon-
sibility, he added.

He said all national in-
stitutions and provincial
governments should take

Continued on page 2

Governor Balochistan addresses FPO seminar:

Strong check & balance mechanism
must for bringing transparency and
accountability in Govt. institutions

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that it is very important to
ensure accountability,
transparency and responsi-
bility in all the government
institutions for the strong
check and balance mecha-
nism is first condition.

The Governor said that
there is very ambiguity
about harassment in provi-
sion of justice, which needs
debate and research.

He said that it is re-
sponsibility of the legal ex-
perts to make harassment
more clear so as to meet the
requirements of justice.

The Governor was ad-

dressing a seminar on the
theme “role of ombudsman
institution in ending bad
governance in the govern-
ment institutions” orga-
nized under the auspices of
Forum of Pakistan Om-
budsman (FPO) here the
other day.

Continued on page 2

QUETA: Governof Balochlstén MalikAbdul Wali Khan Kakar addressing

participants of a seminar on “Role of Ombudsman institution in ending bad
governance in the government institutions”

“Kashmir to become part of Pakistan™:
Youm-e-Istehsal-Kashmir

observed against Indian
atrocities in IOK

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Youm-e-
Istehsal-e-Kashmir was ob-
served against the Indian
forced occupation in Occu-
pied Kashmir, here in
Quetta and other parts of
the Balochistan province as
elsewhere in the country on
Saturday.

Different rallies were
taken out and protest dem-
onstrations were held
against the Indian occupa-
tion on Kashmir showing
complete solidarity with
the Kashmiris.

A rally organized by the
Quetta district administra-
tion was led by the
Kashmiri Huriyat leader,
Zahid Safi in the metropo-
lis.

All the assistance com-

missioners of Quetta, rep-
resentatives of the civil
society, government em-
ployees and people from
other segments of the soci-
ety participated in the
rally.

Addressing the rally,
the Huriyat leader said that
India had occupied Kash-
mir through a black law
four years ago the same day.

He said that the entire
Pakistani nation condemns
the Indian action of ending
the special status of Kash-
mir. He urged the nation to
pray for their Kashmiri
brothers and sisters. He also
urged the people not to for-
get the sacrifices rendered
by Kashmiris for their free-
dom and getting right of
self-determination and
plebiscite.

PESHAWAR: Police personal arres

e activi-
ties of PTI during protest against arrest of former
Prime Minister and Chairman PTI Imran Khan in
the Toshakhana. Case

Killer highways:
Balochistan’s

road accidents
exceed terrorist

fatalities
QUETTA (INP):
Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest province, known
for its rugged landscapes
and natural beauty, has
been grappling with a ris-
ing death toll on its na-
tional expressways.

Over the past five
years, the province has
witnessed a staggering 881
lives lost and more than 44
thousand injured in various
accidents on the N25,
N50, N85, and N70 high-
ways, turning the once
promising routes into
deadly corridors.

According to data com-
piled by the Medical Emer-
gency Response Center
(MERC), more than 32
thousand traffic accidents
have occurred on these na-
tional highways during this
period, leaving an indelible
mark on the province’s
transport safety record.

The N25 Quetta-
Karachi highway, in par-
ticular, emerged as the
deadliest stretch, account-
ing for most of the acci-
dents and fatalities.

The alarming statistics
have drawn comparisons
between traffic accidents
and terrorist incidents in
the region. During the same
five-year period, the num-
ber of lives lost in road mis-
haps surpassed those lost
to terrorist activities.

Chief Minister descries
approval of digital
census from CCI as

important development

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo has
described the approval of
the first digitalized and 7th
population and housing cen-
sus from the Council of
Common Interests (CCI).

In an policy statement
issued here on Saturday, the
Chief Minister said that the
provincial government en-
sured holding of the popu-
lation census in Balochistan
in transparent manner in
spite of that there were big
challenges of long distances,
communication means and
lack of internet and other
modern facilities. Still the
government machinery and
population census staff
achieved the goal of census
effectively under leadership
of the provincial census
commissioner, Noor
Muhammad Pirkani.

The Chief Minister said
that development planning
can be done according to the
public requirements only
through the real population
census. By doing so, it can
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KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral

be made possible to provide
education, health, water and
other basic facilities of life
to the people, the Chief
Minister maintained.

He said that an increase
0f3.20 percent has been re-
corded in the ratio of popu-
lation of Balochistan in the
recent population census.
As per the ratio, over 2.5
million people were in-
creased in the overall popu-
lation of the province.

While the ratio of popu-
lation increase was 3.37 in
the last population census
conducted in 2017, adding he
mentioned. Moreover, Mr.
Bizenjo said that there would
be improvement in the share
of Balochistan in the NFC
Award and the quota of em-
ployment in the federal de-
partments with the correct
figures of population.

While on the other
hand, there would also be
transparency in the elec-
toral process and public fa-
cilitation with new electoral
rolls besides the political
and administrative benefits
ofthe census, he concluded.

Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi presenting paint-
ing of PNS TARIQ. to Federal Minister for For-
eign Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari during the
decommissioning ceremony of PNS

Pakistan Navy bids
farewell to last Type-21
Ship, PNS TARIQ

KARACHI (APP): In a
simple yet impressive cer-
emony held at PN Dock-
yard Karachi, Pakistan
Navy decommissioned the
last Type-21 Class Ship
PNS TARIQ that re-
mained in active service of
the Pakistan Navy for 30
years.

Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari was the
chief guest at the cer-
emony.

Upon arrival, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari was re-
ceived by Chief of the Na-
val  Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan

Niazi, said a Pakistan
Navy news release issued
here on Saturday.

While addressing a
special ceremony, the chief
guest acknowledged the
meritorious service of the
ship towards the defense
of'the motherland over the
last three decades.

He admired the daring
Search & Rescue Mission
undertaken by PNS
TARIQ in the Maldives
during the Indian Ocean
Tsunami of 2005 rescuing
the precious lives of 377
tourists of various nation-
alities, a feat acknowledged
at the international level.

QUETTA: Hurriyat leader Zaid Safi addressing
participants of a rally organized by District Ad-
ministration Quetta on eve of Youm-e-Ishtesal
Kashmir

Corrupt person sentenced for crimes
Imran’s arrest nothing

to do with election,
politics: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on
Saturday strongly refuted
the impression that the ar-
rest of chairman PTI Imran
Khan was linked to politics
or upcoming elections.

“Imran Khan was not
arrested by the government,
only court’s verdict was
implemented when he was
sentenced in Tosha Khana
case,” she said while ad-
dressing a press conference
here.

The minister said that
the investigation of PTI
chairman’s crimes had been
going on for over one year,

more than 40 hearings were
done in the Tosha Khana
case, but PTI chairman ap-
peared only three times.

She said that it was a
simple case of a thief pun-
ished for his crime and any
effort to link it with poli-
tics or elections was unjus-
tified. “All the legal require-
ments have been met and
after the trial is over, the
court has given its verdict,
in the case of Tosha Khana
and his theft has proved,”
she said.

The minister read the
court verdict which said,
It has been successfully

Continued onpage 2
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5.4 magnitude
earthquake hits
several districts

of KP

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
5.4 magnitude earthquake
hit various areas of north-
western province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
early Saturday morning.

According to details,
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) in a
statement said, tremors
were felt in Battagram,
Swat, Kurram and adjacent
areas, a private news chan-
nel reported. The epicentre
of the earthquake was in
southeastern Afghanistan
while it occurred at a depth
of 150 kilometers.

Residents of the dis-
tricts came out of their
houses out of fear after the
earthquake jolted them.

No loss of life, and
property damages were
reported in the areas so
far.
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FAISALABAD: Federal Interior Min

Govt to not stop making efforts
till rehabilitation of all flood
hit people : Shazia Marri

HYDERABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social
Security and Chairperson of
Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP) Shazia Atta
Marri has said the govern-
ment will not stop making
efforts until all the flood-
hit people are rehabilitated.

Speaking at a ceremony
of distribution of owner-
ship documents of residen-
tial units among the flood-
affected people in Sanghar
district on Saturday, the
minister said Pakistan
Peoples Party’s (PPP’s)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and Co-Chairman
Asif Ali Zardari had given
clear instructions in that
regard.

She said under the flag

Prime

Minist

/5N

of her party they defeated
the decades-old tyranny in
Sanghar.

“Those political figures
didn’t even want to see the
poor people. But the PPP
brought about a revolution
in Sanghar,” she observed,
pointing out that the party
secured 3 seats of MNAs
from that district.

The minister asserted
that the infrastructure de-
velopment in Sanghar was
also nothing short of a revo-
lution.

She challenged the
PPP’s opponents in Sindh
to point out if they had
done even half of the devel-
opment as compared to the
PPP’s government when
they were in power.

She said the elected

er’s

i = i
ister Rana Sana Ullah Khan is distrib-
uting laptops among University students during the laptop distribution cer-
emony in University of Agriculture Faisalabad

CCI unanimously approves....

Continued from page 1

emergency steps to stop
the increase in population.

“The limited resources
of the country are insuffi-
cient for the rising popula-
tion. If the population in-
creased by the same rate,
then despite our best ef-
forts, poverty and unem-
ployment will increase in
Pakistan.” “So in order to
secure our future, we have
to take steps to stop popu-
lation growth and to ensure
progress and prosperity of
the present population,” he
stressed.

The PM said Federal
Minister for Planning
Ahsan Igbal, officers of the
ministry and especially the
Statistics Bureau and those
personnel who went from
home to home for data en-
try and made the digital
census successful were ap-
preciable.

The officials of the
Ministry of Planning and
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics gave detailed briefing
about the results of the cen-
sus and the methodology
used in it.

According to the 7th
census the total population
of Pakistan was 241.49 mil-
lion and the annual popula-
tion growth was at 2.55.
The population growth in
Balochistan was more than
other provinces at 3.2 per-
cent.

The prime minister said
in the last six years the
population grew by 3.5
crore which was a matter of
concern as the rate of popu-
lation growth was more than
the economic growth of Pa-
kistan.

The rise in population
created different kinds of
difficulties for people and it
would be a huge challenge
for the next elected govern-
ment of Pakistan and in the
future, he added. “We not
only have to stop the in-
crease in population but
would have to enhance eco-

nomic growth to overcome
various challenges,” he re-
marked.

The meeting was told
that the census was carried
out by a census advisory
committee which com-
prised prominent experts
and it was headed by the
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission, who as presi-
dent of the committee gave
approval for the establish-
ment of census monitoring
committee and census advi-
sory committee.

For the first time in the
history of the country, all
stakeholders including pro-
vincial representatives were
included in the census moni-
toring committee.

It was told that for the
digital census, National Da-
tabase and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) provided
software and 126,000 tab-
lets, National Telecom Cor-
poration (NTC) gave data
infrastructure and facilities
of storage and computing
while SUPARCO provided
digital maps of the satellite
in real time.

The provincial govern-
ments provided 121,000
personnel for conducting
census while the armed
forces and law enforcement
agencies ensured security
for the personnel who were
collecting data.

For ensuring transpar-
ency in the process of data
collection, during the cen-
sus the provincial adminis-
tration, civil society and
education experts were
made part of it.

Furthermore, the pro-
vincial chief secretaries and
the district administration
were given the facility of
dashboards for monitoring
the activities of the census
all the time. The digital cen-
sus continued from March
1, 2023 to May 22, 2023
while the survey after data
collection was held from
July 8 to 19.

The population of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was
recorded at 40.85 million,
population of Punjab at
127.68 million, Sindh
55.69 million, Balochistan
14.89 million and the popu-
lation of Islamabad was
registered at 2.36 million
people.

According to these fig-
ures, the population of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in-
creased by 2.38 percent,
Punjab 2.53 percent, Sindh
2.57 percent  and
Balochistan 3.2 percent.

Meanwhile Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Saturday said the an-
nouncement of the seventh
digital census with the
unanimous approval of the
Council of Common Inter-
ests (CCI) would
strengthen the federation of
Pakistan.

In a tweet on the so-
cial media platform Twit-
ter, he said, “It is a great
day for strengthening the
Federation of Pakistan.
The Council of Common
Interests has unanimously
approved the seventh digi-
tal census. The meeting
was also attended by rep-
resentatives of political
parties who joined it on a
special invitation. The idea
was to make informed and
thorough deliberations in
line with the PDM
government’s approach of
dealing with national is-
sues through consensus.

“The entire census
process was organized un-
der the supervision of a
census advisory commit-
tee that had representation
of all stakeholders includ-
ing provincial governments
& renowned statisticians.
NADRA, National
Telecom Corporation &
SUPARCO provided lo-
gistical support for the
process to be carried out in
the most transparent, cred-
ible & efficient of ways.
This was Pakistan’s first
digital census,” he added.

IGP inaugurates serious crimes...

Continued from page 1

der. He said the provincial
capital is most important
and there’s more need ofthe
investigation here. He also
stressed the need to pro-
duce experts of investiga-
tion.

Meanwhile, while
speaking to the media per-
sons, the IGP said that

there are challenges regard-
ing terrorism in the prov-
ince, however, it is our ut-
most endeavor to minimize
it.

He said that there was
a wave of terrorism some
time back, on which we had
worked. He said that the
Balochistan police achieved
many targets regarding ter-
rorism.

To a query, he said that
we are vigilant and working
in order to maintain law and
order during the month of
August.

Referring Jhal Magsi
incident, Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh assured that the in-
cident is being interrogates,
and action would be taken
against those who misused
power in Jhal Magsi.

-_—

QUETTA: Dr. Shahid Mahmood and Ghulam Dastagir are giving commemo-
rative shield to Chief Guest Babar Yousafzai during the award ceremony
organized by Allied School

representatives belonging
to the PPP were available
all time to meet the people
and to help them deal with
their problems.

Marri recalled that
when the BISP program
was launched back in 2008,
the political opponents
used to mock the program
but later on those oppo-
nents themselves adopted
the same program.

“Bilawal says our war
is against poverty, unem-
ployment, extremism and
terrorism,” she underlined.

Marri said with the
support and blessings of the
people the PPP would at-
tempt to get Bilawal elected
as the country’s prime min-
ister after the next general
elections.

KARACHI: Ms. S
son Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) cuts the ribbon at inauguration ceremony of ""'Mobile
Registration Vehicle Centers' along with Dr. Ruediger Lotz, German Consul General.

PML-N govt making
all efforts to empower
women: Defence Minister

SIALKOT (APP): Federal
Minister for Defence
Khawaja Muhammad Asif
has said that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) government is
making all-out efforts to
empower women, and es-
tablishment of Women Em-
powerment Centres across
the country is part of the
initiative.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the Gov-
ernment Women Empower-
ment Centre at Bharath-
Sialkot here on Saturday, he
said 55 per cent of
country’s population con-
sisted of women, in which
very few women were do-
ing jobs for themselves and
their families.

He said that until all
these women earn their
own livelihood, the coun-
try could not come out of
economic difficulties.

The minister said that
the government was open-
ing women empowerment
centres so that mothers,
sisters and daughters
could go there to learn
skills and earn decent live-
lihood to support their
families.

He said that it was is a
rare opportunity for

Sialkot, especially Bharath,
and women living in that
area should take advantage

of the facility.

Kh Asif said that at the
Government Women Em-
powerment Centre
Bharath, women would be
taught skills like computer
course, sewing, embroidery,
Nazra Quran, drafting, rib-
bon work and others, which
would provide them with
ample opportunities for a
dignified employment in
society.

The defence minister
said that by establishing
such training centres, unem-
ployment could be elimi-
nated from Allama Igbal’s
city. Kh Asif said that it
was a responsibility of the
government to provide ba-
sic facilities to people, for
which important and con-
crete steps were being
taken. He said that inflation
was at peak across the
world, but Pakistan had few
resources to fight the men-
ace. If these resources are
provided and all members
of a family are provided
with employment and they
start working, inflation
could be tackled very effec-
tively.

The minister said that
the PMLN was the only
party in the country which
had served Pakistan histori-
cally and the journey of ser-
vice would continue in fu-
ture.

of Youm-e-Istehsal.

Film industry incentivized to
promote, project national narrative
through screen tourism: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
on Saturday that the
present government has
incentivized the local film
industry with the aim to
promote and project
Pakistan’s image at global
level through screen tour-
ism.

Talking to media at the
inaugural ceremony of Cen-
sor Cinema Hall at Central
Board of Film Censors, she
said that during past over
three decades, the entertain-
ment industry had been
struggling due to restrictions
imposed on culture and heri-
tage of the country.

She said that after
1970, many restrictions
were imposed on the film
industry and impacts of
those restrictions were still
being felt. She said film
policy given by the govern-
ment was not a stand alone
initiative, but a compre-
hensive cultural policy was
introduced.

The objective behind
multiple concessions given
to entertainment industry
was to promote Pakistan’s
national narrative and its
rich culture and heritage, she
said.

Imran’s arrest nothing....

Continued from page 1

proven that the accused has
committed offense of cor-
rupt practices by making
and publishing false state-
ments and submitted false
and incorrect declarations
and material in particular
related to Form B of the year
2021”.

The minister said all
thieves arrested in various
cases also have their vote,
so should they all be re-
leased before elections?

She said that Imran
Khan, despite given ample
opportunity to provide
proofs and file response to
questions regarding cor-
ruption and misuse of
power, he failed to file re-
plies to allegations against
him.

Whenever, he was
asked to file reply to alle-
gations of corruption, he
incited the PTI workers to
attack national institu-
tions, she said. She re-
minded the media that the
investigation into the
crimes of the PTI chairman
had been going on for past
one year time. “More than
forty hearings of the Tosha
Khana case were done and
the accused was given
ample opportunity to clear
himself”, she said.

She said that after ful-
filling all the legal require-
ments and completion of
the trial, the court pro-
nounced the verdict.

She said that Imran
Khan sold the Tosha
Khana gifts in the market
even before purchasing
them which was unique
action.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
said the chairman PTT used

to make excuses whenever
he was asked for an answer
in allegations of corruption
and malpractices.

She said that despite of
the providing all the op-
portunities to clear his
name, Imran Khan contin-
ued to lie in his answers in
the Tosha Khana theft
case.

Imran Khan, she con-
tinued, also lied in the case
0f 190 million pounds theft
case and in the case of ci-
pher.

She also disclosed that
the chairman PTI did not
disclose correct assets in
election returns. The min-
ister said that Imran Khan,
had declared three houses
in Form B and tax returns
of three years.

Imran Khan declared
only Rs 500,000 furniture
in his 300 kanal house in
Bani Gala, 8 kanal house in
Zaman Park and his wife’s
three kanal house in Bani
Gala, she said.

She said that Imran
Khan did not declare even a
single tola of gold, but hon-
estly declared two goats in
his tax returns.

Taking a jibe on Imran
Khan, she said a thief was
on the run for 15 months
trying to hide his theft.

She said that no one
could compare the arrest of
Imran Khan with the arrest
of Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif. Imran Khan was
gifted watches, diamond
sets, rings etc but he sold
the watch before buying it
from Tosha Khana and
could not provide any
proof of selling the watch
in the entire proceedings.

The minister opined
that today, the public found

out the real reasons behind
the May 9 incidents as a
thief was running away
from accountability.

She reminded that
whenever Imran Khan ap-
peared before the court of
law, the judicial complex
was attacked, when the
police went to Zaman Park
with a warrant, they were
attacked with petrol
bombs. The vehicles of the
police and rangers were
torched by the PTI goons
when they went to Imran
Khan’s residence in Lahore
on the courts directives.

She said that Imran’s
punishment in 190 million
pound theft case, foreign
funding case, the Cipher is-
sue concoction was still
pending. The minister said
effort was being made to
compare the arrest of Imran
Khan with the arrest of
Nawaz Sharif.

The government, she
added, was working on
screen tourism to improve
the image of Pakistan as
most of the countries of the
world promote their narra-
tive using screen tourism.

She said Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif had initiated the Pa-
kistan Culture Policy dur-
ing PML-N’s 2013-2018
tenure.

The entry of young
talented filmmakers in this
sector would not only revi-
talize the industry but it
would help promote and
project culture and heritage
which was of utmost im-
portance.

She said that all over the

world, the concept of cen-
sorship had ended and now
film certification boards had
been established and in Pa-
kistan, film Censor Board
would soon become a certi-
fication board. She said that
the establishment of PTV
Film Division was part of
the policy to facilitate those
who want to join this field.

The minister congratu-
lated the Film Censor
Board officials over the in-
auguration of Censor Cin-
ema hall as in the past, the
CBFC had to hire the ser-
vices of a private cinema for
the film censor. She said
that at PTV Film Division,
a small cinema was being
renovated.

Strong check & balance....

Continued from page 1

Also present on the
occasion were the Federal
Tax Ombudsman, Dr. Asif
Mehmood, federal om-
budsman banding,
Sirajuddin Aziz, Federal
Ombdusman Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Chaudhary
Muhammad Naeem, Pro-
vincial Ombudsman
Balochistan, Nazar Baloch
and Regional Director,
Ghulam Sarwar Barohi be-
sides people belonging to
different sections of life.

The Governor said that
women are more than half
our population and their
participation in all activities
is essential.

While appreciating the
efforts of provincial Om-
budsman Nazar Baloch and
his team, the Governor said
that the judgments of the
institution happens to be
based on justice, and it is a
reality that it is the most
important source of pro-

viding cheaper justice to the
poor and weaker segment
of the society.

The Governor also said
that there is denial to the
importance and utilization
of the modern technology
in present era. Therefore,
the dream of good gover-
nance can’t be materialized
without making institutions
and departments comput-
erized, adding he observed.

In addition to this, there
is also dire need to enhance
capacity of the government
officers and employees to
ensure transparency and
coordination in the system,
he maintained. Earlier, the
Governor welcomed all the
guests from federation and
other provinces and said that
we get opportunities to
benefit from the knowledge
and experience of one an-
other. In the end, the Gov-
ernor distributed com-
memorative shields and car-
pets among the participants
and organizers.

Imran Khan arrested after....

Continued from page 1

The written order said
that the chairman PTI was
not present during the court
announced the verdict. It
directed the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) to en-
sure execution of the arrest
warrants against Imran
Khan. The court directed
the IGP Islamabad to shift
Imran Khan to the Central
Jail Adiala after arresting
him.

The warrants said that
the superintendent of the
said jail had been authorized
to keep the accused Imran
Khan Niazi in its custody
till the completion of the
sentence.

Earlier, as the hearing
began, the judge inquired
whether someone was ap-
peared on behalf of Imran
Khan for arguments against
maintainability of the case.
He said that the court was
holding a recession till
12:00pm and it would an-
nounce the verdict if Imran
Khan’s lawyer didn’t ap-
pear. He said that none bail-
able arrest warrants could
be issued if the accused
failed to appear on first call.

Later, Imran Khan’s
lawyer Khawaja Haris ap-

peared before the court and
said that he wanted to file
application regarding the
transfer of the case. The
court denied the request.

Judge Hamayun
Dilawar made the judgment
written in an open court and
said that no lawyer ap-
peared before the court de-
spite the second call.

It may be mentioned
here that the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) had ter-
minated the order of trial
court pertaining the main-
tainability of the case and
instructed it to re-decide the
matter after hearing the de-
fence side. The IHC, how-
ever, dismissed the petition
of chairman PTI for trans-
fer of the case to another
court. The trial court had
sought arguments from de-
fence lawyer today regard-
ing maintainability of the
case and also summoned
Imran Khan in personal ca-
pacity.

The District Election
Commissioner Islamabad
had lodge a complaint to the
lower court seeking crimi-
nal proceeding against
Imran Khan for concealing
the details of toshakhana
gifts from ECP.
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Awn briefs D-8 ministerial
meeting on Pakistan efforts
to promote tourism

MURREE (APP): Advisor
to the Prime Minister on
Tourism and Sports Awn
Chaudry on Saturday
briefed the third D-8 Min-
isterial and fourth senior
officials’ meetings on
Pakistan’s efforts to pro-
mote its tourism. Chairing
the D-8 ministerial meeting
and fourth senior officials’
meetings, the adviser fur-
ther emphasized the impor-
tant and crucial role of the
tourism sector in the sus-
tainable development and
economic growth of the
Member States.

He also encouraged
the Member States to fur-
ther strengthen their exist-
ing cooperation in the tour-
ism sector.

The incumbent gov-
ernment convened the
Third D-8 Ministerial and
Fourth Senior Officials
Meetings on Tourism in
Bhurban, Murree on Satur-
day. The PTDC was the
leading institution in host-
ing both the meetings in
cooperation with the D-8
Secretariat.

D-8 ministers, ambas-
sadors in Islamabad, senior
officials from D-8 Member
States as well as key repre-
sentatives from private sec-

tor of Pakistan participated
in the meetings. They en-
gaged in fruitful discussions
on advancing tourism coop-
eration among D-8 Mem-
ber States.

D-8 Secretary-Gen-
eral Isiaka Abdulgadir Imam
presented the progress of
the D-8’s tourism coopera-
tion and recalled the adverse
impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on various as-
pects, particularly on tour-
ism cooperation.

He also underscored
the importance of imple-
menting the D-8 Compre-
hensive Strategy on Tour-
ism Cooperation and the
Crescent Moon Initiative,
which the D-8 ministers
responsible for tourism
adopted in their Second
meeting in Kuala Lumpur
in 2019. He emphasized the
novelty of those initiatives
in turning the challenges
posed by the pandemic into
opportunities.

Underlining that tour-
ism is one of the D-8’s pri-
ority areas, the D-8 Secre-
tary-General elaborated
further on tourism’s signifi-
cance for D-8§ Member
States’ economic recovery.
He provided an overview of
the Secretariat’s efforts at

promoting tourism coop-
eration, such as establish-
ing collaboration with the
United Nations World
Tourism Organization
(UNWTO) and other inter-
national and regional orga-
nizations.

He also lauded the idea
of D-8 Designated Airports
by the D-8 Member States
as a means to promote
people-to-people and busi-
ness-to-business interac-
tions and facilitate tourism
and travel among all Mem-
ber States.

The D-8 Secretary-
General requested the min-
isters to provide policy
guidelines to support the
organization’s objective in
the tourism sector. He sug-
gested tangible programs,
such as exchange of infor-
mation, ideas, and best prac-
tices and increasing member-
state cross-border invest-
ments to develop the tour-
ism sector. The ultimate
goal, he added, is to create
world-class tourist destina-
tions in all of the D-8 Mem-
ber States. Bangladesh re-
called the proposition of
devising thematic tourism
guidelines such as
ecotourism, riverine tour-
ism, wildlife tourism.
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ISLAMABAD: A view

of the spills ways of the Rawal Dam as open by authority

after massive rain in morning hours in Federal Capital.

India snatching
their identity from
Kashmiris: Mashal

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Mashal Malik, wife of
Hurriyat Leader Yasin
Malik has said India is
snatching their identity
from Kashmiris. “No one
comes forward to stop In-
dia nor any action is taken.
It is still time the world
should wake up and halt
Indian terrorism, she said in
her message on the occasion
of Youm-e-Istehsal.

She reiterated
Kashmiris should be given
the right to self determina-
tion.

Modi made Kashmiris
refugees on their land on
August 05, she remarked.
Modi sent Kashmiris to

camps besides making un-
derground torture cell, she
added.

Modi government
jailed million of Kashmiris,
she observed. Ashraf Sehrai
was poisoned and Syed Ali
Gilani was martyred. Indian
government wants to ex-
ecute Yasin Malik.

She underlined UN
Human Rights Commission
(UNHRC) exposed Indian
brutalities by issuing re-
ports twice, she underlined.

India is subjecting the
entire humanity and Kash-
mir population to genocide,
she remarked. Domiciles of
Kashmir have been given to
over 5 million Indians.

Rivers Indus, Sutlej
run in low flood: FFC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Flood Com-
mission (FFC) has said that
Indus flows at Guddu and
Sukkur have receded from
medium flood to low flood
besides this, River Sutlej is
also in a low flood in
Suleimanki-Islam Reach.

According to the daily
FFC report on Saturday,
Rivers (Jhelum, Chenab &
Ravi) are discharging nor-
mal flows.

Tarbela and Mangla
Reservoirs have attained
more than 90% of their re-
spective maximum live
storages (Tarbela : 93.56%,
Mangla: 91.10%). Tarbela
Dam Management and
Mangla Dam Flood Miti-
gation Committee (FMC)
are exercising maximum
vigilance and care in further
impounding these reser-
voirs well in accordance
with the existing SOPs in-

lines.

Bay of Bengal Mon-
soon Low earlier over
Northeastern Madhya
Pradesh (India) has become
insignificant for Pakistan.

Yesterday’s trough of
Westerly Wave over North-
eastern Afghanistan today
lies over Northern parts of
Pakistan whereas Seasonal
Low lies over Northern
Balochistan.

Light to moderate
moist currents from the
Arabian Sea are penetrat-
ing into upper parts of the
country up to 5,000 feet
and are likely to be inten-
sified during the next 24
hours.

The present wet spell
of Moderate Intensity with
Heavy Falls is likely to con-
tinue at isolated places over
upper catchments of all the
major rivers of IRS till 7th
August 2023 and would
decrease thereafter.

cluding Dam Safety Guide-

ISAMABAD: A street enor i

IRSA releases
322,900

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Saturday
released 322,900 cusecs of
water from various rim sta-
tions with an inflow of
388,100 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, the wa-
ter level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1543.50
feet and was 145.50 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 211,100 cusecs
and 185,200 cusecs respec-
tively.

The water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1233.65 feet,
which was 183.65 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet.

The inflow and out-
flow of water was recorded
at 39,300 cusecs and
10,000 cusecs respectively.

2hrs power load
management

being carried out

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Electric Supply
Company (IESCO) has
started two-hour tempo-
rary power load manage-
ment across its all circles
due to a gap in the demand
and supply of electricity.

The power shortfall
stood at 187 MW as the
company was getting 2,000
MW against a demand of
2,187 MW from the na-
tional grid system, the
IESCO said in a statement
issued here on Saturday.

He said the load man-
agement would be ended
once the power supply
from the national grid be-
came normal. Staffremained
available at the concerned
field office to address indi-
vidual complaints.

Avenue to sell National Flags and other stuff during the celebrations of
Independence Day in Federal Capital

ISLAMABAD: A large number of people participates in rally

ner the

leadership of Advisor to the Prime Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit
Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira from Radio Pakistan Chowk to Parliament
House to mark the Youm-e-Istehsal (Exploitation Day), Jammu Kashmir

falling on 5th August.

Senate body passes ‘Zakat, Ushr
(Amendment) Bill, 2023°

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Senate Committee on
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety in its meeting
on Saturday deliberated
upon crucial matters con-
cerning poverty alleviation
and social safety.

Chaired by Senator
Kamran Murtaza, the
Committee unanimously
passed ‘The Zakat and
Ushr (Amendment) Bill,
2023, a legislative propo-
sition introduced by Fed-
eral Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety Shazia Marri.

The Bill aims to ad-
dress longstanding legal im-
pediments that have hin-

dered the efficient re-allo-
cation of the ‘Zakat and
Ushr’ subject from the
Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony to the recently estab-
lished Ministry of Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety, a transition initiated
in2019.

During the session,
Yusuf Khan, Secretary
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety provided valu-
able insights into the chal-
lenges faced during the
transfer of the ‘Zakat and
Ushr’ subject.

He said that this
amendment was timely and
crucial to overcoming these

legal hurdles as the pro-
posed amendment was
seeking streamlining the
process and ensuring a
smooth transition of re-
sponsibilities to the Min-
istry.

Distinguished attend-
ees at the Committee’s
meeting included Senator
Danesh Kumar and Senator
Molvi Faiz Muhammad,
who contributed insightful
perspectives to the discus-
sion.

Additionally, Secre-
tary Yusuf' Khan, along with
other senior officers from
relevant departments, were
actively engaged in the pro-
ceedings.

Protest rally held on
“Youm-e-Istehsaal”

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
protest rally against the
continuous military siege
and human rights violation
by Indian occupying forces
in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) was held here on
Saturday on Youm-e-
Istehsaal, being observed
every year on August 5.
The rally was led by
Adviser to Prime Minister
on Kashmir and Gilgit
Baltistan Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira which was
participated by large num-
ber of people particularly
officials and students of
various educational institu-
tions. Addressing the par-

ticipants, Qamar Zaman
Kaira thanked the people
for expressing solidarity
with their
Kashmiri brethern and
urged the international
community to put pressure
on India to curb state ter-
rorism, continued military
siege since Sth August 2019
and other atrocities in
IIOJK. Pakistan will not
allow India to succeed in its
nefarious designs of turn-
ing the Muslim majority
into the minority in the
IIOJK, he added.

He termed the free-
dom of Kashmir as inevi-
table to make the freedom
of Pakistan complete.

Heat, wildfires,
floods make
summer of

extremes”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The summer of 2023 is “a
summer of extremes,” re-
sulting in major damage to
people’s health and the en-
vironment, the World Me-
teorological Organization
(WMO) said. Clare Nullis,
spokesperson for the
WMO, said that dangerous
weather, including intense
heat and devastating rain-
fall, has impacted large
parts of the world in this
“summer of extremes.”

She said many new
station temperature records
around the world were bro-
ken in July.

Youm-e-Istehsal

Sherry expresses
solidarity with brave
Kashmiris of IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination, Sena-
tor Sherry Rehman on Sat-
urday expressed solidarity
with the brave Kashmiris of
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) on Youm-e-
Istehsal being observed on
August 5 .

In her statement on
the occasion, the federal
minister said four years ago
on this day, the Modi gov-
ernment usurped the rights
of Kashmiris by abrogating
Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution.

Senator Rehman said
the Modi government has
created a new history of
exploitation and brutality.

After the revocation of Ar-
ticle 370, the Modi govern-
ment has made Occupied
Kashmir the biggest prison
in the world.

“Atrocities are still
being inflicted on innocent
Kashmiris by the Indian
forces due to the fear of re-
bellion. Hundreds of
Kashmiri leaders who op-
posed the Modi
government’s decision are
still imprisoned in Indian
jails,” the Minister said.

Senator Sherry
Rehman said on the other
hand, former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, the head of
the most incompetent gov-
ernment in Pakistani his-
tory, was sharing pictures
of his previous condemna-
tion statements.

Campaign for registration
of house servants and
tenants data in full swing

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Following
the special orders of
Islamabad Capital City Po-

A

Islamabad Capital Police
“Knock the Door” cam-
paign for the registration of
employees and tenants is in
full swing, a police public
relations officer said.

He said that, during
this campaign various teams
of Islamabad Capital Police
are going to the streets and
door-to-door to ensure the
registration of tenants and
domestic workers as well as
to inquire about the prob-
lems faced by the citizens.

In this regard, the
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Islamabad has

¥

lice Ofﬁce CCO), t

registered a data of 128
house servants of 306
houses from Sumbal police
station jurisdiction.

The purpose of this
campaign is to avoid any
untoward incident by main-
taining law and order in the
federal capital adding that
the registration of tenants
and domestic workers
could not only keep a close
watch on miscreants but
also prevent the elements
involved in any kind of sus-
picious activity.

He said citizens are
also requested that they can
ask for the identity of a
person if someone dressed
in civil clothes comes to
their house in order to col-
lect the data.

I ) 'l LS i ok
ISLAMABAD: People are facing trouble due to t
on the over head pedestrian bridge at Kernal Sher Khan Shaheed road, in

Federal Capital.
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maneuvering of bikers

Sanjrani expresses solidarity with
Kashmiris on Youm-e-Istehsal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
has expressed his firm soli-
darity with the Kashmiri
people on the eve of Youm-
e-Istehsal, a day dedicated
to commemorate the
struggle for justice and free-
dom of Kashmiri people.
This day marks the solemn
remembrance of the illegal
actions taken by the Indian
government on August 5,
2019, which disregarded
international law and the
United Nations’ resolu-
tions. In his message on Sat-

urday, the Chairman Senate
reiterated the commitment
of the Pakistani nation to
stand shoulder to shoulder
with Kashmiris residing on
both sides of the Line of
Control, as well as those
dispersed across the world.
He deplored the unlawful
annulment of Articles 370
and 35A of the Indian Con-
stitution, which stripped
away the special status of
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.
Furthermore, the
Chairman condemned the
unprecedented military

siege imposed on the region
in 2019, causing immense
hardship to the Kashmiri
populace. The message
serves as a powerful re-
minder of the sacrifices
made by Kashmiris and
their ongoing struggle for
self-determination. The
Chairman Senate called
upon the international com-
munity to uphold justice
and adhere to the principles
of international law. He
emphasized the importance
of a peaceful resolution in
line with the aspirations of
the Kashmiri people.

Pakistan Post
launches summer
internship program

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Post has launched its
summer internship program
at a vibrant opening cer-
emony held here at ECO
Postal Staff College on Sat-
urday. The 6-week intern-
ship program, received an
overwhelming response,
from over 500 young gradu-
ates from top universities
of Islamabad/Rawalpindi.
Initially only 50 students
with exceptional competen-
cies and potential have been
selected for the program.
These future leaders would
enjoy valuable hands-on
work experience on various

ISLAMABAD: Police and journalist outside the

will facilitate youngsters to
set the stage for successful
commencement of their
professional careers ahead.

Sharing his thoughts
at the opening orientation
ceremony, the Director
General Pakistan Post said,

“We are thrilled to
launch the Summer Intern-
ship Program 2023, which
is designed to ignite the ca-
reers of Pakistan’s highly
talented graduates.

The internship pro-
gram aligns with sustainable
practices by investing in
the long-term growth and
success of individuals in the
postal sector.

District judicial complex where a court sentenced
Imran Khan, the former Prime Minister and the
Chairman of PTI for three years in prison in the

Toshakhana case.

792 Kashmiris martyred since August 5, 2019 in [IOJ&K: Report

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The grave human rights
violations including killings,
extrajudicial executions, ar-
bitrary arrests, torture, and
destruction and snatching
of property witnessed a
surge to an alarming pro-
portion in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir after the Narendra
Modi-led Hindutva Indian
government’s illegal move
of repealing the special sta-
tus of the territory on Au-
gust 5, 2019.

The Kashmir Media
Research report on the
completion of four years of
the Modi regime’s illegal
and unconstitutional move,
revealed that Indian troops
have martyred 792
Kashmiris including 16
women during the period.

It said that senior
Hurriyat leader,
Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai
and Altaf Ahmed Shah were

among dozens of Kashmiris

who died in the custody of
Indian police.

It said that at least
2,369 people were critically
injured due to the use of
brute force including the fir-
ing of bullets, pellets, and
teargas shells by Indian
troops, paramilitary and
police personnel on peace-
ful demonstrators and
mourners in the territory.

The report pointed
out that the killings since
05 August 2019 have been
higher than those in 2011,
2012,2013,2014,2015 and
2019.

It said, most of the
victims were killed in fake
encounters and in custody
in the garb of violent cor-
don and search operations
in the length and breadth of
the territory. It said, many
youths were picked up
from their houses and then
eliminated after being la-
beled as mujahideen or
over-ground workers of

mujahid organizations.

It added that most of
the arrested youth were
booked by the Indian au-
thorities under black laws
like Public Safety Act and
Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act.

The report pointed
out that the killings by the
troops since 05 August
2019 have rendered 52
women widowed and 128
children orphaned.

It said, the troops
damaged over 1,106 houses
and structures and mo-
lested or disgraced 129
women and arrested 21,263
people including aged
woman and half a dozen
girls during CASOs across
the occupied territory in
the period.

The report maintained
that the life of Kashmiris
has been particularly made
economically, politically
and socially miserable since
India repealed the special

stratus of the territory. The
move, the report added,
was aimed at changing the
Muslim-majority status of
the occupied territory into
a minority.

As the entire occupied
Jammu and Kashmir has
been turned into an open-
air prison for its inhabit-
ants, thousands of Hurriyat
leaders and activists, reli-
gious and political leaders,
businessmen and civil soci-
ety members and youth
were arrested after or be-
fore 5 August 2019 and they
still continue to remain in
different jails of India and
IIOJK.

Prominent among
them are; APHC chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt,
Shabbir Ahmed Shah,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Aasiya Andrabi, Nayeem
Ahmed Khan, Fehmeeda
Sofi, Naheeda Nasreen,
Ayaz Muhammad Akbar,
Peer Saifullah, Raja

Merajuddin Kalwal,
Shahid-ul-Islam, Farooq
Ahmed Dar, Syed Shahid
Yousuf, Syed Shakeel
Yousuf, Muzafar Ahmad
Dar, Ghulam Muhammad
Butt, Mushtaqul Islam,
Ameer Hamza, Maulvi
Bashir Irfani, Bilal Siddiqi,
Zafar  Akbar  Butt,
Muhammad Yousuf Mir,
Muhammad Yusuf Falahi,
Muhammad Rafiq Ganai,
Hayat Ahmed Butt, Dr
Muhammad Qasim
Fakhtoo, Ghulam Qadir
Butt, Muhammad Shafi
Shariati, Dr Hameed Fayaz,
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Election intrigue

A new period of uncertainty
begins on Wednesday, Aug 9,
2023 — the date when Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif will
formally recommend to Presi-
dent Arif Alvi that he dissolve
the 15th National Assembly.

The president will have 48
hours to comply, failing which
the Assembly will automatically
stand dissolved. This would
mean that, at most, the cur-
rent Assembly will disband
sometime this coming Friday
— a day before its five-year
term expires on Aug 12.

This premature dissolution
will, if we go by the book, give
the Election Commission 90
days to hold general elections,
which will mean polls latest by
Nov 9.

However, with the ECP hav-
ing once ignored the Constitu-
tion to delay elections for the
KP and Punjab assemblies, the
expectation is that anything
could happen.

The government’s allies do
not seem to be in agreement
over their candidates for care-
taker prime minister, and the
decision still has to be taken
in consultation with the Leader
of the Opposition in the Na-
tional Assembly, Raja Riaz,
who has so far held his cards
close to his chest.

Shunned by his own party,
it is no secret that Mr Riaz has
been shopping for a ticket that
may give him another term as
MNA.

However, other powers, too,
have a lot riding on the deci-
sion he has to make, and he is
likely to face pressure from
both the government and
unelected quarters over the
choice he has been empowered
to make.

Due to these reasons, the
appointment is being scruti-
nised from all angles and
speculations are rife.

Another question has
risen after the PM said he
would want to see the elec-
tions held on the basis of the
latest census, even though
his allies refuse to accept its
findings.

A decision to use the new
census now could push the
election back by months. The
perception that there are lay-
ers upon layers of intrigue at
play is giving rise to a palpable
sense of unease among the
general public.

The upcoming general elec-
tions were supposed to be a
breakout point for the country
— a fresh start after months
of turbulence triggered by the
ouster of the PTI government.

Unfortunately, all signs
right now indicate extensive
pre-poll engineering is being
done to avoid any ‘undesirable’
outcome of the exercise.

It is important that the
stakeholders realise that de-
nying the people their right to
choose — including by control-
ling the choices they have
available — will only cause the
prevailing sense of disenfran-
chisement to become en-
trenched.

Disinvesting the public and
blocking its participation in de-
cision-making will not help
turn Pakistan around.

It is critical, given our
fraught context, that Paki-
stanis be allowed to exercise
their unfettered right to choose
whatever candidates they feel
are best suited to their needs.

i S

» Pervez Hoodbhoy

What PM Shehbaz Sharif
blurted out recently isn’t
quite a national secret.
Though none in high office
can admit it publicly, in a
moment of despair he ad-
mitted that wherever he
visits, disdain is written on
the faces of hosts.

Respecting those who
keep asking for loans and
rollovers is hard. This, said
he, is no way to live and so,
“today we have to decide
whether to live uprightly or
by begging”.

Begging is a foul word.
But a second whammy fol-
lowed: “India has pro-
gressed ahead but we have
been left behind due to our
own faults.”

This understated the
truth: Pakistan is seen ev-
erywhere as problematic
even as major world pow-
ers cosy up to India; for-
eign companies are fleeing

Dumbed down deliberately

skill-empty Pakistan but
high-tech semiconductor
manufacturers woo India;
and Pakistan’s space
programme has faded away
even as Chandrayaan and
Mangalyaan elevated India
to the world’s top four
space-faring nations.

Those without blind-
ers had seen this coming.
No 21st-century country
can function on tribal val-
ues, an 11th-century Arab-
origin education system,
and a 19th-century colonial
administrative apparatus.

Proof: Pakistan is des-
perate to outsource its air-
ports, cannot run its rail-
ways, state industrial enter-
prises are major liabilities,
and it exports mostly
primitive items like textiles
and leather.

Political instability
and corruption are impor-
tant factors but not deci-
sive. How we educate our
young is at the core of our
backwardness.

Snuffing out reasoning
capacity and rewarding
mediocrity means that even
college graduates are unable
to read, comprehend, calcu-
late, or innovate. Many be-
come Careem captains and
pizza delivery boys.

As for Pakistani
PhDs: nobody wants them.

Last year, overseas work
permits were issued mostly
to drivers and construction
workers. The brain drain of
earlier decades has become
brawn-drain.

To fix it all, the Sharif
brothers — expected back
in the saddle soon — want
more useless universities,
more highways and roads,
buy more Chinese power
plants, and, of course, dis-
tribute more free laptops.
The PM pledged another
100,000 would be given
away this year. What the
last 100,000 accomplished,
no one knows.

So let me propose a
different fix. Outraged read-
ers may want to practise
hurling an inkpot. Others
can have a good chuckle. All
will agree — I included —
that it cannot fly. Still, here
it goes:

Let’s close down the
federal and provincial min-
istries of education, give the
officers and staff a golden
handshake, and send them
to wherever they can make
an honest living.

Accustomed to the
good life of pushing papers
from one desk to another,
that won’t be easy. All com-
passionate citizens will be
called upon to pray for
them.

Next: invite tenders
from Finland, Singapore,
Japan, China, Vietnam and
five other countries. The
successful bidder for a 10-
year contract must recon-
struct Pakistan’s primary,
middle, and high school
system. The TORs will in-
clude implementing a
space-age curriculum, ex-
amination system, training
teachers and arranging for
textbooks, teaching materi-
als, school infrastructure,
and school management
systems.

Contract renewal will
hinge upon enhanced per-
formance of students evalu-
ated through standardised
tests which measure read-
ing, comprehension, and
math skills. Students may
opt for Urdu, English or
five to seven regional lan-
guages. Performance will be
assessed using best interna-
tional practices. Equally
important will be enhanc-
ing subject knowledge of
teachers, pedagogical prac-
tices, and all that is expected
of a teacher.

Reaping the dividends
will need a generation or
two. After that, the sky will
turn blue. Pakistan, the sick
man of Asia, will be cured
and can then race towards
becoming the

subcontinent’s most vi-
brant country. India will be
left trailing behind in a
friendly-unfriendly compe-
tition between normal coun-
tries. But here’s the rub.
Pakistan is not a normal
country with normal aspi-
rations. Belief in blind
memorisation is
unshakeable. All subjects
including science and math
are taught and evaluated as
though they were holy
texts. Securing high marks
is paramount.

But if successful
memorisation is all that’s
needed for good marks, why
master concepts? Public
demand for change is weak
and so most schools are
below mediocre.

Recently, I met some
remarkably enlightened
principals of schools for
lower middle-class children.
Risking disapproval from
ministry officials and par-
ents, they strive to make
education useful. Even
those from semi-rural areas
are dismayed by what the
Single National Curriculum
(SNC) requires them to do.
Some are quietly resisting.

Proposed by Imran
Khan, SNC was turbo-
charged by Sharif’s govern-
ment. To accommodate a
massive amount of religious

materials within school
hours, many schools have
been forced to drop their
library period. On one
child’s report card I saw
‘Art’ scratched out and re-
placed by ‘Nazira’. On an-
other, computer classes had
been sacrificed.

The principal of a
school in Chakwal told me
his teachers, including fe-
male ones, were recently
herded to rural “teaching
centres”. To fulfil SNC’s
tajweed requirement, for
days they practised the
proper pronunciation of
Arabic words.

Elsewhere magistrates
and police are strictly en-
forcing other religious parts
of SNC. That most schools
don’t have labs, libraries, or
fans matters not.

This being Pakistan,
laws work differently for
the rich and the poor. Brit-
ish-linked ‘O’-/°A’-level
schools for the upper and
upper-middle classes
largely evade SNC.

Greasing the palms of
magistrates, police officers,
and school inspectors is
part of the game. But it
works because Pakistan’s
ruling classes agree that chil-
dren — all except their own
— must be obedient robots.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Aqdas Afzal

We live in an Anglo-Saxon
world. In a broad sense, this
means that a combination
of UK-US institutions has
come to encompass our
lives. For starters, many
people around the world
speak English, an Anglo-
Saxon language. The dis-
pensation of justice and
contract enforcement in
many countries is also based
on Anglo-Saxon legal tradi-
tions visible in the precepts
of the common law.
Additionally, capital-
ism, the dominant economic
system today, truly came
of age in Anglo-Saxon na-
tions with first British and
now American economic
domination. Specifically,
the story that explains ex-
ponential economic growth
during the Industrial Revo-
lution focuses on the insti-
tution of Anglo-Saxon
property rights within capi-
talism as these are said to

The Anglo-Saxon burden

have created the right incen-
tives. Even cricket is said
to have Anglo-Saxon con-
nections given that the
name of the sport possibly
derives from the Anglo-
Saxon word ‘cricce’ mean-
ing a crooked staff.

But, where Anglo-
Saxon institutions have
come to dominate the world
through language, law, com-
merce and sport they have
been able to do so through
tremendous agility, flexibil-
ity and dynamism, always
evolving to address chang-
ing social, political and eco-
nomic ground realities.

Recently, the
cricketing world’s attention
was focused on the some-
what controversial dis-
missal of an English bats-
man during the second Test
at Lord’s. The English
cricket team and English
cricket fans were up in arms
against this dismissal as it
was deemed to have gone
against the norms or the
‘spirit of the game’. It even
led to an interesting though
good-humoured exchange
between the prime minis-
ters of UK and Australia as
they met on the sidelines
of a recent Nato summit.

The English reaction
was so intense because the
English-speaking people
pride themselves on me-

ticulously adhering to the
formal rules and norms —
or the institutions — of this
sport. ‘It’s not cricket’ is
used in the English language
to denote unfair behaviour.
This was all well and
good. But, 90 years ago, the
English cricket team was
responsible for introducing
new tactics in cricket that
had been earlier considered
unfair and had resulted in
serious acrimony between
England and Australia that
lasted until World War II.
In 1932-33, the En-
glish team’s efforts at re-
gaining the Ashes came up
against a fortress called
Donald Bradman. Bradman
was, and probably his
record still stands, the best
batsman that ever played
the game averaging around
100, twice that of other
world-class batsmen. En-
glish bowlers closely stud-
ied Bradman to identify
chinks in his armour. Even
though it was considered
unsportsmanlike to target
batsmen, Douglas Jardine,
the English captain, con-
cluded that Bradman ap-
peared vulnerable against
short, bouncing deliveries
aimed straight at the body.
Jardine directed his pacers
to specifically target the
Australian batsmen, while
placing a ring of fielders on

the leg side. As the
‘bodyline’ series got under
way, Australian batsmen
were often dismissed
cheaply in attempts to
shield their bodies from
dangerous deliveries. Pre-
dictably, England won the
Ashes series of 1932-33
four Tests to one.

In the same vein, the
Anglo-Saxon nations have
never shied away from
changing their economic
policies in their continuous
quest for more prosperity.
Ever since the implosion of
the Soviet Union, the bulk
of economic policy advice
coming from international
financial institutions such as
the IMF has focused on the
Washington Consen-sus.
Washington Consensus poli-
cies drove a wedge between
the state and the market, ar-
guing that economic produc-
tion and redistributive out-
comes had to be left to the
whims of the free market
with a minimum, if any, in-
put from the state.

This thinking was also
extended to global trade,
with the WTO asking coun-
tries around the world to
open up their borders to
goods and merchandise. At
the turn of the century,
China’s entry in the WTO
was hailed as a significant
win for the Washington

Consensus as it was pro-
claimed that free trade
would eventually force
China to become a Western-
style liberal democracy.
According to the
IMF’s April 2021 WEO
database, China’s GDP
amounted to barely 13 per
cent of US GDP in 2001.
Twenty years later, this
number is around 73-75pc.
This spectacular economic,
and the resulting geopoliti-
cal, rise of China has forced
Anglo-Saxon policymakers
to reject their own free trade
ideas in favour of state-
sponsored industrial and
innovation strategies that in
the case of the US, inter-
estingly, have been con-
ceived by Jake Sullivan, the
national security adviser. In
a sense, the US is gearing
up for a serious economic
fight with China by provid-
ing massive industrial sub-
sidies in order to rejuvenate
industrial hubs. The Finan-
cial Times labelled these
momentous changes as “the
new era of big government”.
As a caretaker govern-
ment in Pakistan is about
to unfurl its wings, the new
finance minister would be
well advised to use the pe-
riod to bring together the
relevant experts to evaluate
what has not worked and
how Pakistan can develop

economic policies that ad-
dress its social, political and
economic ground realities.

Perhaps, the new fi-
nance minister would need
to follow in the footsteps
of Anglo-Saxon
policymakers to modify
free trade policies that have
not worked in Pakistan’s
favour. Where India has
gained tremendously from
free trade after opening up
its economy in 1991, Paki-
stan has not fared well with
persistent balance-of-pay-
ments crises and conse-
quent exchange rate depre-
ciations despite accepting
assistance from the IMF 12
times since 1993.

It should now be clear
that given Pakistan’s abys-
mal state of human capital,
Pakistan’s economy cannot
prosper in a free trade re-
gime unless a systematic
two-pronged strategy is
employed. This will in-
volve simultaneously pick-
ing winners and providing
them with state support in
the shape of cheap capital
and energy — the IT sector
is a good candidate — while
channelling massive invest-
ment into health and edu-
cation for Pakistan’s young
population so that overall
productivity in the
economy can go up. --
Courtesy Dawn

Lactation & work

World Breastfeeding Week
is upon us. Once again we
see policymakers, institu-
tions and communities step
out of the void that
breastfeeding support ex-
ists in all year and speak
about it.

It’s good because at
least it gets us talking with-
out running to hide at the
mere mention of ‘breast’.
It’s not that good be--c-ause
a breastfeeding family is in
that process for much
longer than a week if they
can help it. Some actual
changes in policies — gov-
ernment and organisational
— as well as focused com-
munity support would give
us a lot more to talk about
this week.

This year the govern-
ing theme is ‘Enabling
breastfeeding: making a dif-
ference for working par-
ents’. Maternity leave in
Pakistan was 90 days of
paid leave but the recent
Maternity and Paternity
Act, 2020, gives us 180
days for the first child, 120
days for the second and 90
days for the third child from
the date of inception. It also
has a clause for paternity
leave. This comes as a great
relief for working parents
if they have been able to
initiate breastfeeding and
are to hold on to it for as
long.

I often say that
breastfeeding is natural but
it may not come naturally
to a new mother. It is in-
deed a skill that like any
other needs to be learnt and
taught. A few generations
ago when breastfeeding was
more common, learning
mostly came by proximity
to the action. That’s not the
case anymore. The US has

an initiation rate of over 90
per cent, but most barely
make it to a few months of
breastfeeding — mainly
owing to their maternity
leave of up to 12 weeks —
and more commonly just a
few weeks post birth.

Pakistan is teetering at
the edge with a 15pc
breastfeeding initiation rate
despite our very strong re-
ligious and social inclina-
tions to want to breastfeed.
At this rate, most parents
won’t be breastfeeding once
they return to work. In or-
der to enable breastfeeding
for working families, we
must ensure they’re
breastfeeding in the first
place. They need to be sup-
ported with lactation-
trained and skilled profes-
sionals before birth and for
as long as their
breastfeeding journey lasts.
Every medical practitioner
they come into contact with
should have at least a basic
understanding of lactation
so as to not inadvertently
jeopardise the patient’s
breastfeeding journey. Then
perhaps we’ll have more
parents returning to work
and being able to continue
to breastfeed. Having said
that, many mothers even
today are cut short in the
effort, because of lack of
support at work and home
once their maternity leave
ends. I cannot stress enough
that breastfeeding is not a
one-person job. It is the re-
sponsibility of the commu-
nity to preserve it.

A mother returning to
work before her
breastfeeding journey ends
will need to pump to main-
tain supply every three
hours for around 10 to 15
minutes. Having worked in
the corporate sector for
over two decades even be-
fore having a child of my
own, I clearly observed men
taking longer and more fre-
quent smoking breaks than
that.

It is an easy win for
any organisation to sup-
port their new mothers on
board. All a mother needs
is access to a comfortable,
private room that isn’t a

bathroom, and a 15-minute
break every three hours.
That’s not at all disruptive
— if smoking hasn’t been
for years!

Breast pumps can be
imported tax-free in the US
and most insurance
programmes cover free pro-
vision. However, in
Pakis-tan, it took the local
franchisee of an interna-
tional breast pump com-
pany months to even ex-
plain why a breast pump is
not a luxury item. It is still
taxed at over S0pc and is
classified as a water pump
instead of medical
eq--uipment. No health
insura-nce plan cove--1s it,
which takes it out of the
reach of the common man
completely.

The FBR needs to re-
evaluate its policies regard-
ing the unfair taxes that take
breastfeeding out of the
game altogether for most
parents. Misleading adver-
tising of artificial nipples
and breastmilk substitutes
needs to be curbed as they
lead to the cessation of
breastfeeding.

‘We must provide more
information to the masses
on how best to support a
mother going back to work,
ranging from knowing
breastmilk handling and
storage protocols, having
the correct tools to give the
child expressed milk with-
out compromising the
latch, to moral support for
a mother who is double-
feeding.

For whoever is read-
ing this, there is
so--mething in here each one
of you can do to empower
breastfeeding families and
sustain a breastfeeding-
friendly environment in
work life.

Whether it is getting
them ac--cess to
breastfeeding support
while they’re pregnant or
initiating policies
whe--rever you have the
power you can make those
changes. Without everyone
pit--ching in, breastfeeding
cannot truly be supported
and we are here to change
just that. -- Courtesy Dawn

Walking the talk

Aisha Khan

The planet remains in tur-
moil and global warming is
on the ascendant.
Stabilisation of the climate
regime remains a major con-
cern for the international
community but conversa-
tions taking place on the
need to accelerate commit-
ments and reexamine finan-
cial architecture are lagging
behind.

Despite 27 years of
negotiations and the Paris
Agreement of 2015, differ-
ences have increased and
hostilities intensified. The
party positions at the Bonn
climate talks and the many
disjointed attempts at finan-
cial reform are not reassur-
ing signals for a reset.

This approach of du-
ality with agreement on in-
tent and laggard movement
in action is very disturbing.
Historic heatwaves, changes
in weather patterns and dis-
ruptions in hydrologic re-
gime are now sweeping the
world. Once the process of
destabilisation kicks in it will
be difficult to control its
dynamics.

The stock-take
organised by the Ministry
of Climate Change and En-
vironmental Coordination
onAug 3 highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by the country.

With Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif as the chief
guest and attended by gov-
ernment officials, Senate and
National Assembly mem-
bers, parliamentarians, dip-
lomats, civil society and
media, the event provided
the perfect platform for
sharing Pakistan’s climate
journey.

While the achieve-
ments and contributions of
the ministry made in the

short span of 15 months
leave behind an impressive
track record, the daunting
challenges and multiple con-
straints with no imminent
solution, are a matter of
grave concern.

The Conference of
Parties this year will take
stock of the Nationally De-
termined Contributions and
pitched battles on finance
and financial architecture
will be fought in Dubai.

The Loss and Damage
Fund will also draw consid-
erable attention. In the lead-
up to COP28, many asks
will need a push to gather
support for building mo-
mentum.

With visible impacts of
climate change accompanied
by losses and fatalities, it is
the right time to seek expan-
sion of de-risking finance
facilities controlled by mul-
tilateral development banks
and greater incorporation of
climate risks.

This is also the time to
lobby for increasing the
voices of developing coun-
tries in multilateral institu-
tions more effectively.

The UNSG climate
ambition summit in Septem-
ber will provide yet another
opportunity for bridging
distrust and using the mul-
tilateral platform to move
towards concrete landing
points.

Similarly, the IMF/
World Bank annual meeting
in October in Marrakech can
be leveraged for discussions
to convey a stance on end-
ing fossil fuel financing and
the need for aligning high-
level policy to ensure fiscal
space for climate invest-
ments, not austerity.

As we get closer to the
red line of 2030 for emis-
sions reduction, the tensions
and competition for re-
sources between the SDGs
and Paris Agreement goals
will also increase.

This time should be
used for reiterating the indi-
vidual nexus between cli-
mate, nature, and develop-
ment goals with emphasis on
adequate financing for both.

Pakistan’s recently
launched National Adapta-

tion Plan provides a vision
strategy for strengthening
resilience. The action plan
will not be of much use with-
out a timebound approach
and access to finance.

It is time for the coun-
try to accept the home truth
that reliance on external fi-
nance alone will not provide
relief from climate change.
The window for effective
response is shrinking fast.

Itis time to broaden our
understanding of adaptation
and use it as a step change
to keep pace with new re-
alities. This applies as much
to managing the unsustain-
able in--crease in population
to empowering women and
exploring oppo-rtunities for
regional social, economic
and ecological integration.

Just as our natio-nal
security policy has shifted
its pivot from political to
economic, we need to
al---ter the way we look at
climate change. Unfortu-
nately, it is a subject that has
not been embedded in pub-
lic consciousness.

Experts deal with it
technically, governments
bureaucratically and elec-
tronic media with low em-
phasis.

Given the keen inter-
est taken by people in poli-
tics, economics and food
security, it should be used
as the entry point for inte-
grating climate into every
conversation by linking it
with the subject under dis-
cussion. Climate advocacy
like climate diplomacy can-
not be effective without
sustained engagement.

We need to change but
real change requires strong
political leadership and a
sharp focus on the reform
agenda as part of the stock-
take at home and at COP28.
Inaction is not an option.

As the tenure of the
present government comes
to an end, it is important
to highlight the need for the
interim government to
keep climate high on the
agenda and provide strong
leadership to carry the mo-
mentum built by Minister
Sherry Rehman. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn
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Naqvi reviews complaint
cell performance

Punjab zoos set for a thrilling transformation,
CM initiatives approved

Independent Report
LAHORE: A meeting was
convened under the
chairmanship of Chief
Minister Punjab, Mohsin
Naqvi, to assess the
performance of the Chief
Minister’s Complaint Cell.
In the meeting, suggestions
and recommendations were
reviewed to optimize the
functioning of the
Complaint Cell, with a
strong emphasis on
formulating an efficient and
fool-proof procedure for
immediate resolution of
public issues, from
complaint registration to
application disposal,
ensuring  continuous
updates to the concerned
individuals.

During the meeting, it
was agreed to hold weekly

sessions to monitor the
Chief Minister’s
Complaint Cell. The Chief
Minister was apprised that
the Additional Secretary
would serve as the focal
person in each department,
dedicated to resolving
problems swiftly. The
application process would
be facilitated through the
Complaint Cell’s web
page, channeling it directly
to the respective Secretary.
In case of unresolved
public complaints within
the specified timeframe,
appropriate action against
the relevant authorities
would be taken.

Notable attendees
included Provincial
Information Minister Amir
Mir, Chief Secretary,
Special Secretary from the

Chief Minister’s Office,
Punjab Information
Technology Board, Special
Monitoring Unit, and
officials from the Chief
Minister’s Complaint
Cell.Meanwhile,
significant meeting chaired
by the caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab, Mohsin
Naqvi, was held in the
Chief Minister’s Office.
During the meeting, in
principle approval was
granted for the upgradation
of zoos in Lahore,
Gujranwala, and
Faisalabad, along with the
introduction of an e-
ticketing system.

Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi directed the

implementation of family
packages, summer

packages.

LAHORE Governor Punjab Muhammad Baligh-Ur-Rehman leads the rally
along with others at Al-Hamra Arts Council to mark the Youm-e-Istehsal
Jammu and Kashmir as it is the fourth year of the Indian military siege of
occupied Kashmir and against illegal, immoral, and unconstitutional step to

strip ITOJK of its special status.

KP Governor leads
Kashmir Exploitation
Day’s rally

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Governor Haji
Ghulam Ali led a big
protest rally in connection
with ‘Kashmir Exploitation
Day’ here Saturday.

The rally was
attended by people of all
walks including caretaker
provincial ministers,
advisers, special
assistants, politicians,
local government
representatives and
officials were started at
Chief Minister House and
culminated at the Governor
House.

Holding placards and
banners, the rally raised
slogans against the
oppression and cruelties of
the fascist Modi
Government on innocent
Kashmiris of the occupied
valley.

The participants
strongly condemned the
lockdown and illegal
occupation of Indian

illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) and
revoking the special status
of the held Valley four
years ago on August 5,
2019.

The Governor said
that the oppressed
Kashmiris had become
victims of India’s
oppression and cruelties
for several decades.

He said that a message
was passed in the world
that the moral, political,
and diplomatic support of
oppressed Kashmiris
would continue till they
achieved the right of self-
determination as promised
to them by the UNO.

He said that today
was a black day in the
history of Kashmir as four
years ago on this day Modi
Government had illegally
revoked the special status
of IIOJK and broken all
records of cruelties and
human rights violations
there.

Sindh CM Advisor breaks
ground for constructing new
building for 1122 service

BADIN, Aug 05 (APP):
The establishment of the
emergency service 1122
station in Distt Badin is a
milestone achievement and
indicates the commitment
of'the Sindh government to
combat disasters to ensure
safer and risk-free living for
inhabitants in the whole
province. This was stated
by Advisor to CM Sindh for
Relief and Rehabilitation
Haji Rasul Bux Chandio
while performing the
groundbreaking for the
construction of the new
building to house the 1122
service in its new premises
in Badin.

He said that the
provision of this service to

a far-flung area like Badin
was proof enough that the
Sindh government was
serious about achieving
that goal, a press release
issued here on Saturday
said. The advisor said that
the ambulance service is
already operating in 29
districts of Sindh while the
emergency service for
accidents, building collapse
and fire is being provided
at six divisional
headquarters along with
the ambulance service.
While appreciating
the role of Rescue Service,
the advisor said that it has
always stood the test of
time in providing medical
and emergency service.

GB Assembly
passes resolution
condemning the

Bajaur incident

GILGIT (APP): The
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB)
Assembly unanimously
passed a resolution
condemning the Bajaur
incident, here Saturday.

During the 23¢
session, the resolution
presented in the Assembly
by the member of Jamiat-
i-Ulema-e-Islam (F), who
is the Minister of Excise
and Taxation, Zakat,
Usher, was unanimously
approved by the Assembly
members.

It has strongly
condemned the tragedy and
has strongly demanded
from the government that
the terrorists involved in
this tragedy should be
targeted and given severe
punishment so that the
grieving families get justice.

In this resolution,
sympathy has also been
expressed with the families
of martyrs and the injured.

SBCA
assistant
director
kidnaps,

tortures driver

KARACHI (INP):
Reports have revealed that
the Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA)
assistant director
kidnapped and subjected
his driver to a harrowing
ordeal of torture. The
victim, identified as Fahad,
reported the incident to the
authorities, leading to the
registration of a case at the
New Karachi police
station. According to the
victim’s account, the
assistant director had
allegedly been involved in
sending extortion demands
to builders.

When Fahad, the
driver, refused to partake
in such illegal activities, he
claimed to have faced
severe repercussions.

SARGODHA: State Minister for Interior Division Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju
and Vice Chancellor University of Sargodha Prof. Dr. Qaisar Abbas
distributing Laptop among meritorious students under the Prime Minister
National Laptop Scheme Phase I1I at the University of Sargodha.

KARACHI Pre51dent DrArifA plantlng a mangosaphng at Governor
House.

PPP always faced courts, no
one is above law: Sharjeel

KARACHI (APP):
Minister for Information,
Transport and Mass
Transit of Sindh, Sharjeel
Inam Memon emphasized
that in the eyes of the law,
no one is above the law, and
no one can be allowed to
violate it.

The leadership of the
People’s Party has
consistently prioritized the
supremacy of law and has
consistently appeared
before the courts.

Addressing a press
conference at the Archives
Complex in Clifton,
Karachi, he stated that
every Pakistani citizen is
subject to the law; no one
is exempt from its

that our esteemed founding
leader and beloved figure
among the people, Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, was
unjustly executed in a
fabricated case. Numerous
false charges were leveled
against Benazir Bhutto,
leading to her persecution.
Despite these challenges,
the People’s Party has
consistently advanced with
a commitment to upholding
the supremacy of law.
The Minister for
Information stated that
political parties
unequivocally condemn the
use of petrol bombs in
attacks on the police, and
they do not engage in fear-
mongering, the individual

and criminals has now
abandoned the facade of
falsehood.

He pointed out that
during the tenure of the
former prime minister,
former president Asif Ali
Zardari was arrested, and
Faryal Talpur was
transferred from the
hospital to jail on the night
of Eid.

While, we would
never wish for women from
any household to be
involved in political
opposition, this individual
disregarded even basic
societal norms, he added.

This person
attempted to tarnish the
country’s reputation by

provisions. who once baselessly exploiting the no-
Sharjeel Memon said labeled others as thieves confidence motion.
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PESHAWAR (INP):
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Governor Mohammed determination. Agency (FIA) Commercial
Kamran Khan Tessori and While paying tributes | Banking Circle Peshawar

former president of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir Sardar
Mohammed Yaqoob Khan
on Saturday inaugurated a
pictorial exhibition on
‘Kashmir Exploitation
Day’ here at the Arts
Council of Pakistan -
Karachi.

While addressing the
exhibition ceremony, the
Governor said that the
revocation of Article 370 to
end special status of Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK)
could not undermine the
struggle of Kashmiri

to Kashmiris, he said that
Indian atrocities were
widely condemned.

The Governor said
that Pakistan stood
shoulder to shoulder with
its Kashmiri brothers and
sisters.

Speaking on
Governor’s initiative, he
said that 0.1 million
successful candidates
would be provided with
Information Technology
courses.

He said that the
youth would be provided
with courses including
Artificial Intelligence (Al).

on Saturday claimed to
have arrested three men for
their alleged involvement in
hawala and hundi business.

According to the
details, the suspects were
found in possession of 750
euro, 3100 Chinese yen,
105 ringgit, $20 US
dollars, and Rs 5,500,000
in cash.

The suspects failed to
provide  satisfactory
explanations to the
authorities regarding the
source of the currency,
which raised concerns.

As per the FIA
statement.

brothers and sisters for

KARACHI Sindh Governor Mohammed Kamran Khan Tessorl addressmg

a pictorial exhibition ceremony on ‘Kashmir Exploitation Day at Arts Council

of Pakistan.

August S move
exposed India’s dual

secularism:

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah on
Saturday said that August
05, 2019 move of Modi’s
government exposed the
India’s double standard
about secularism before
the world.

While terming Indian
atrocities against
Kashmiris in Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), he
said that India’s brutal

CM Sindh

actions were
dehumanizing move.

He said that the evil
face of India had been
exposed to the world.

The chief minister
said that the international
community would have to
raise its voice against
Indian brutalities in the
IIOJK. He said that ITOJK
was an inevitable part of
Pakistan and Pakistanis
would become voice of
IIOJK at all forums.

the

‘Cantt people’s
problems being solved
at their doorsteps’

SARGODHA (APP):
Chief executive Officer
(CEO) Cantonment Board
Malik Zafar Mehmood
Awan said on Saturday that
people’s problems were
being solved at their
doorsteps. Talking to APP,
he said that his doors were
open for all people. He said
he was committed to
solving people’s problems.
He said without the
support of people living in
cantonment areas, the
department could not
fulfill its responsibilities.
He asked people to point
out their problems and give
suggestions for their
solution.

He said that people
living in Cantt area were
also facing problems like
sanitation, sewage, road
repair, illegal encroachment,
maintenance of filtration
plants, etc., and all-out
efforts were being made for
solving them. The Cantt
Board chief executive
officer said that after his
deployment in Sargodha,
he had continuously been
engaged with people for
solving their problems.

He said that orders
had been issued for de-
silting drains around the
University Road so that
rainwater could not
accumulate on the road.

13 vehicles
impounded for

overcharging
SARGODHA  (INP):
Thirteen commercial
vehicles were impounded
in Sargodha district on
Saturday for overcharging
and carrying illegal gas

cylinders.
According to the
media reports, the

crackdown was launched
by Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Sargodha, Cap ®
Shoaib Ali, and senior
district administration
officials. The vehicles were
impounded at different bus
stops in the city.

DC Ali said that the
crackdown would continue
without any discrimination
and that strict action
would be taken against
vehicles that overcharge
passengers or carry illegal
gas cylinders. He added
that the crackdown was
part of the government’s
efforts to ensure the safety
of passengers and to
prevent accidents.

The impounded
vehicles included vans,
buses, and trucks. The
drivers of the vehicles were
fined and the vehicles were
released after the fines were
paid.

This is not the first
time that a crackdown has
been launched against
overcharging and gas
violations in Sargodha. In
recent months, there have
been several accidents
involving vehicles that
were carrying illegal gas.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Punjab
Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman has
termed August 5 the
darkest day of Kashmir
history when India
forcibly,  unlawfully
revoked special status of
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJ&K) in 2019.

Addressing a seminar
held at Alhamra Arts
Council in connection with
Kashmir Exploitation Day
(Youm-e-Istehsal) here on
Saturday, he said:
“Kashmir is the jugular
vein of Pakistan and people
of Pakistan stand with the
Kashmiris in their struggle
for the right to self-
determination.”

The governor
strongly condemned the
oppression and atrocities
being committed against
the people of Kashmir,
adding that India had not
been able to suppress the
spirit of freedom of

Kashmiris despite the
oppression and
persecution. He also

pointed out ongoing human
rights violations due to

Baligh condemns
Indian atrocities
against Kashmiris

Indian forces made life hell
for Kashmiri people, as
they crossed all limits of
barbarism and inhuman
acts.

He said that the
United Nations should take
notice of the violation of
human rights in the valley.
If the international
community could come
together on the issue of
Ukraine, why not on the
issue of Kashmir, he
question. He said that
today the Pakistani nation
expresses full solidarity
with the Kashmiri brothers
and sisters who were
making history with their
blood for their legitimate
right to self-determination
and struggle for freedom.

Hurriyat leader
Muhammad Mushtaq
Shah said that ironically
the human rights
organisations and world
powers adopted a callous
approach toward the
brewing human crisis in the
IIOJK and did not take any
action against Hindutva
regime.

He said inhuman
forces neither spared
Kashmiri leaders nor
women and children.

Wthh the supremacist

press conference.

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Informatlon and
Transport Sharjeel Inam Memon addresses a

LAHORE (APP): Special
Representative on

Interfaith Harmony and
Middle East Affairs
Maulana Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir

Mehmood Ashrafi said on
Saturday that Kashmir
Exploitation Day (Youme
Istehsal) was being marked
against illegally change of

status of Illegally Indian
Occupied Jammu &
Kashmir (IIOJK).

Addressing a press
conference here at Jamia
Manzoorul Islamia, he said
that Kashmir was an
integral part of Pakistan
and India could not change
its demographic status
illegally.He said the stance
of Pakistan and the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) was
that Kashmir issue should
be resolved according to the
UN resolutions. He said
that it was right of
Kashmiris to decide
whether they wanted to
live with India or Pakistan.
Ashrafi said: “It is

unanimous decision of the
armed forces, the people
and the government that

Istehsal day being observed
against Indian atrocities
in IIOJK :Ashrafi

the issue of Kashmir
should be resolved
according to the
resolutions of United
Nations”. A propaganda
was being resorted to on
the Kashmir issue that the
OIC had changed its
position on Kashmir,
which was entirely untrue,
he said.

Tahir  Mehmood
Ashrafi said that Pakistan
had never refused to
dialogue, adding that more
than 1.5 billion people live
in the region and due to the
Kashmir issue, the world
peace was in danger.

“If India wants
dialogue then the way of
dialogue passes through
Kashmir and talks are not
possible without it,”
Ashrafi said.

He said the IIOJK had
become the largest prison
where aggression was
continued, rape was
common and sanctity of
mosques was violated.

He said that India
should immediately follow
the UN resolutions and
withdraw the decision of
August 5.

PESHAWAR: Police personal stand alert for any
situation after arrest of former Prime Minister
and Chairman PTI Imran Khan in the Toshakhana.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Muhammad Azam Khan in
connection of Kashmir
Exploitation Day, on
Saturday denouncing the
Indian  government’s
tyrannical and unjust
measures in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a statement issued
here the the Chief Minister
expressed solidarity with
the who have endured
state-sponsored terrorism
from India over the past
seven decades.

He accused the Indian
government of depriving
the people of Kashmir of
their fundamental right to
self-determination,
emphasizing that the
actions taken on August 5,
2019, have only added to

CM KP condemns
Indian govt oppressive
actions in [10JK

the tale of suffering of the
innocent Kashmiri people.

Muhammad Azam
Khan highlighted the grave
violations of human rights
in the occupied territory,
calling for the attention of
international human rights
organizations to take
immediate action.

He reaffirmed his
commitment to continue
supporting the ethical,
political, and diplomatic
struggle of the Kashmiri
people for freedom.

He urged the
international community,
including the United
Nations and other human
rights organizations, to
take note of the oppression
faced by the Kashmiri
people at the hands of the
Indian government.

CM KP emphasized
that lasting peace.
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Bilawal links economic
stability to trade promotion

KARACHI (APP):
Chairman of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Saturday
said that the progress of
the country is impossible
without facilitating the
business community, as the
economic stability cannot
be established without the
promotion of trade.

While referring to the
former President Asif Ali
Zardari’s tenure, he said
that no economic policy
was formulated without
consulting the business
community.

Addressing the
foundation stone laying
ceremony of FPCCI Tower
and annexe at the
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry House, he said
that the effective economic
diplomacy can contribute
to sustained economic
growth, stabilize self-
sustaining growth

[l

KARACHI: Chairma of Pstan

trajectory, and expand
commerce.

Bilawal said that the
global economic landscape
is constantly evolving. “I
have always advocated that
businessmen and women
possess unique qualities
that make them effective
ambassadors in certain
contexts. Their expertise in
international trade,
commerce and business
enables them to bridge gaps
between nations and foster
economic cooperation,” he
added.

The PPP Chairman
said that he believes that
business people can find
their own ways to connect
with each other and form
strong economic
partnerships, promoting
cross border investments
which can  sustain
geopolitical shocks, adding
that as the Foreign
Minister, during his
overseas visits, he made
efforts to protect and

Peole’s Party (PP)

promote entrepreneurs
business and their
integration into global
value chain. “In Iraq, we
signed an MoU between
the FPCCI and its Iraqi
counterpart and
established the Business
Council. You should all
benefit from these
arrangements,” he added.
The Foreign Minister said
that he was happy to note
that the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs is making
its utmost efforts to
facilitate the businesses
and resolve their concerns,
adding that to address
delays in attestations of
documents, businessmen
have now been allocated
exclusive time slots at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and at our Camp offices.
“I’m confident that
our collective efforts
would help us realize the
dream of transforming
Pakistan into an economic
powerhouse,” he hoped.

N NS
and Foreign

Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari laying the foundation stone of FPCCI Tower

at the Federation house.

Increased POL, power prices
to make local products
uncompetitive in market

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The All Pakistan Business
Forum (APBF) while
rejecting the frequent
increase in prices of
electricity, gas and
petroleum products has
said that the massive jump
in electricity base rates and
petroleum products prices
would make local products
uncompetitive in the
international market.

In a statement on
Saturday, APBF President
Syed Maaz Mahmood
remarked that at a time of
unsatisfactory export
volumes and low industrial
growth, the hike in
electricity base tariffs for
the industry, especially for
the SMEs, was really
surprising. If the decision
was not withdrawn, it will
prove dangerous for the
country’s SME sector, he
stressed.

He said that the ever-
increasing cost of
production in the country
was the real threat to both
large-scale manufacturing
(LSM) and small-scale

businesses (SMEs), as
frequent upward revisions
in policy rate and
continuous fluctuations in
rupee against dollar were
posing further challenges
for the economy.

Chairman APBF
Ibrahim Qureshi while
describing the

government’s decision to
increase electricity tariffs
by Rs7.50 per unit as an
incorrect move, urged the
government to reverse the
proposed increase. The
government’s decision to
increase the electricity
tariff is anti-industry, and
the APBF strongly
condemns the
government’s decision and
calls on it to withdraw this
move.

He said that the
aggressive economic
measures, high borrowing
rates, inflation, oppressive
taxation and unstable
currency have been
negatively  affecting
running businesses, many
of which have closed their
operations.

Chinese prosecutors
sue 167 for infringing
on business secrets in H1

BEIJINGS (Xinhua/APP):
Chinese prosecutors sued
167 individuals for
infringing on business
secrets in the first half of
the year, up 89.8 percent
year-on-year, said the
Supreme People’s
Procuratorate (SPP).

The perpetrators are
often employees within an
enterprise, especially key
technicians and executives,
who choose to work for

another employer,
according to prosecutors.
The data  was

disclosed as part of a
review of intellectual
property right
infringement in China
between January and June.

Prosecutors also saw
new types of intellectual
property crimes and an
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increasing number of tricky
and complicated cases, said
the SPP, warning that these
crimes can cause significant
harm to consumers’
interests and disrupt the
order of the market
economy, as well as the

society.
In an increasingly
digital  world, the

dissemination of written
works, audiovisual works,
musical works, and
computer software has
become incredibly
convenient and swift.
However, this has also
resulted in a rise in rights
violations and high-tech
crimes, said prosecutors.
Prosecutors sued
1,122 individuals for
copyright infringement
between January and June.
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State minister
inaugurates
industrial zone

in Sargodha

SARGODHA (APP):
State  Minister  for
Industries and Production
Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi
laid the foundation-stone
of Sargodha Small
Industrial Zone at
Asianwala, Kandiwal
Road, here on Saturday.

Tasneem  Ahmed
Qureshi, while addressing
the ceremony, said that it
was need of the hour to
convert Sargodha division
into mini economic and
industrial zone after
providing all sorts of
facilities there. He said that
after completion of the
project, a large number of
people  would get
employment.

Seniors officials from
Pakistan Industries &
Development Corporation,
members of Sargodha
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and a large
number of people attended
the ceremony.

While giving a briefing
on the project, Operations
Manager Fahad Naseer
from Pakistan Industries &
Development Corporation
said that the project would
be built on 800 kanals.

Gold rates up
by Rs 1,300

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold increased by Rs
1,300 and was sold at
Rs.222,800 on Saturday
compared to its sale at Rs
222,500 on the previous
day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
increased by Rs.1,115 to
Rs.191,016 from Rs.
189,901 whereas the prices
of 10 gram 22 Karat gold
increased to Rs174,076,
All Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
and ten gram silver
remained constant at Rs
2750 and Rs2357.68
respectively.

The price of gold in
the international market
decreased by $4 to $1,932
from $1,936, the
association reported.

traders are bargaining with importers to buy

imported engine and Car parts of vehicles at Kacha Stop area near Mandi
Morr as due to the extremely hike of automobile industry, people are attracting
to the second hand imported stuff across the country.
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ISLAMBAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Reveue Senator Ishaq Dar chairing the meeting of ECNEC

Malawi wants to promote
bilateral trade with Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Younos Abdul Karim, High
Commissioner of Malawi
to Pakistan said that his
country wants to promote
bilateral trade with
Pakistan as both countries
possess good potential to
do trade with each other in
many items.

He said this while
addressing the business
community during his visit
to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(ICCI) along with a
delegation. Ch. Karamat
Ullah, President, Trade
Federation for East Africa
also accompanied them.

The High
Commissioner said that
Malawi is taking many
initiatives to create an
enabling business
environment and is looking
for investment in various
sectors of its economy
including hotel industry,
construction, tourism and
agriculture sectors to
ensure sustainable
economic growth. He said
that Pakistani investors
should explore Malawi for
joint  ventures and

investment.

He said that the Chief
Executive of Malawi
Confederation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (MCCCI)
would visit Pakistan and
ICCI should sign an MoU
with him to promote
business linkages between
the private sectors of both
countries in order to
explore untapped areas of
mutual cooperation.

He also said that ICCI
should take its delegation
to Malawi to interact with
Malawian counterparts
and explore business
collaborations.

He assured that his
High Commission would
facilitate them in this
regard.

Speaking on the
occasion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
said that Malawi is a
landlocked country of
Southeast Africa and we
would like to strengthen
trade relations with it to get
easy access to the African
market.

Pakistan, China to set
up joint lab for crop
pest management

BEIJING (INP):
University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad (UAF) and
Institute  of  Plant
Protection, Chinese
Academy of Agricultural
Science (IPPCAAS) signed
here Letter of Intent for
establishing Pakistan-
China joint laboratory for
crop pest management.
The two sides will
kick start the operation of
the joint laboratory and
carry out tests,
demonstrations and joint
research on integrated
disease control
technologies for crop pests
and diseases of common
concern, as well as
technical personnel
training and personnel
exchange and training,
according to IPPCAAS,
China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on

Saturday.

“Pakistan suffers a lot
from the pest problem. For
example, the white fly is
affecting cotton, citrus,
guava, etc. When our fruits
and vegetables are being
exported to different
Middle East countries,
sometimes they are
rejected due to the
presence of these fruit flies
and residues of pesticide.
Out of the 1,300 molecules
of'the pesticides registered
in Pakistan.

Not a single molecule
is able to control the white
fly.”, Prof. Muhammad
Jalal Arif, Chairman,
Department of
Entomology of UAF told
CEN.

He said that Pakistan
is also facing the issue of
economic threshold level
and economic injury level.

Makhdoom says:
Survey of Thar land

continued despite of
limited resources

MITHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Revenue
Makhdoom Mehboob-u-
Zaman on Saturday said
that the survey work of the
land of Tharparkar was
being carried out despite of
limited resources, however
it would be completed in
stipulated time.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
inauguration ceremony of
survey and settlement of
desert areas of Kaloi and
Islamkot here in the office
of Deputy Commissioner
Tharparkar.The provincial
minister said that this
survey work had been
started from the Kaloi area
however it would be
extended to Islamkot and
other deserted areas of
Sindh. He said that the
provincial government was
also paying attention to

city survey and old city
survey records would be
refreshed and in this
connection, Sindh Finance
department has released
some funds but more funds
were also needed.

He said that it would
be conducted in three types
including Field, Block and
city survey which had been
started from Kaloi and later
from Islamkot which would
help to boost economic
activities in arid zones.

Members of Sindh
Assembly Rana Hameer
Singh, Faqir  Sher
MuhammadBalalani,
Senator Krishna Kumari,
Director Settlement Survey
and records Hyderabad
Mushtaqg Ahmed Shaikh,
DC Tharparkar Lal Dino
Mangi and other officers
were also present on the
occasion.

PCGA chairman for
adapting cotton quality
on modern needs

MULTAN (APP):
Chairman Pakistan Cotton
Ginners  Association
(PCGA), Chaudhary
Waheed Arshad, said that
it was dire need to adapt
the quality of cotton on
modern requirements
keeping in view it’s
importance in country’s
economy.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
ongoing training course at
Pakistan Cotton Standards
Institute as a special guest
here on Saturday.

He further said that
cotton grading was a

fundamental process in our
industry which determines
the quality of cotton fibers
and added that the demand
of quality products
increasing rapidly at the
international level so it is
not possible for Pakistan
to remain indifferent to
these changes.

PCGA chairman said
that solid steps were being
taken at the government
level in view of the
increasing importance of
standard and quality of
cotton and its products in
order to strengthen
country’s economy.

Kundi says:

BISP payments to be
made more transparent
through bank accounts

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Faisal Karim
Kundi on Saturday said the
Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP) payments
to the beneficiaries were
made more transparent
through new disbursement
mechanism of transferring
amount through bank
accounts.

He expressed these
views while addressing as
a chief guest the launching
ceremony of Benazir Social
Protection Accounts held
here at a private marriage
hall. The special assistant
said the bank cards were
introduced with the efforts
of Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari as there
were complaints regarding
deduction of amounts

which would be addressed
now.

He said there were
also complaints of
deduction by the banks as
the devices of only two
banks were distributed.
Now, the payment facility
through bank accounts
with the support of State
Bank of Pakistan was being
provided in seven districts
of the country. It was a
pilot project, after which
the facility would be
provided at all the banks
registered under State Bank
across the country.

He said the
distribution of Benazir
cards to the transgender
persons in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has been
started. On this occasion,
the aid amount was also
handed over to first ever
registered transgender of

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
named Jahanzeeb alias
Aroosa. Besides, the Bank
Al-Falah’s ATM cards of
Benazir Social Protection
Accounts were distributed
among other deserving
women.

He said all the
transgender registered with
NADRA would be able to
get BISP cards.

Faisal Karim Kundi
said that when he assumed
the charge of ministry, the
number of BISP
beneficiaries in Dera Ismail
Khan was 126,000. A
dynamic survey was
conducted after the last
years flooding in the area
and now the number of
registered BISP
beneficiaries was 165,000
in the district and the
registration process was
yet underway.

Two-day
Mango
Festival-2023
from Aug 6

LAHORE (APP): The
Tourism Development
Corporation of Punjab
(PTDC) will organise a
two-day Mango Festival
from August 6 to 7, here at
alocal hotel.

The mango show will
be arranged at the Kohinoor
Hall of the Pearl
Continental hotel from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m.

According to the
PTDC sources, different
types of mangoes would be
placed at the festival. The
show will be arranged in
collaboration with the
Agri-tourism Development
Corporation.

The festival is being
organised with an aim to
promote business network
and community outreach
while showcasing stalls
with different varieties
including seedless
mangoes.
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Govt will ensure
supply of cheap sugar
to people: SM Tanveer

Independent Report
LAHORE: A meeting was
held in the Chief Minister’s
Office under the
chairmanship of Provincial
Minister of Industry and
Trade SM Tanveer. During
the meeting, prices of sugar
in Punjab, the problems
faced by the sugar industry
and other issues were
reviewed. Secretary Food
Muhammad Zaman watto,
Additional Secretary
Commerce, DG Industries

and related officers
attended the meeting.
Javed kiani,

Chaudhry Waheed and
others of Pakistan Sugar
Mills Association
participated in the meeting.
The delegation informed
about the difficulties
arising from the
registration of the existing
warehouse within the

a Sana

factory walls and
demanded not to harass the
business community by
registering cases.

The provincial
minister assured the
delegation to solve
problems of Ethanol and
Sugar industry. Provincial
Minister for Industries and
Commerce SM Tanveer
while addressing the
meeting said that the
government will ensure the
supply of cheap sugar to
the people. Effective
measures will be taken to
prevent smuggling of sugar.
SM Tanveer said that such
a policy will be made that
the factories will run
throughout the year.when
the wheel of factory will
run continuously, the
government will get tax and
people will job, he
concluded.

presenting a cheque to the farmer during the laptop distribution ceremony
in University of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF).

Farmers
given advice
for canola
cultivation

from Sept

FAISALABAD (APP):
Agriculture experts have
advised growers to prepare
their lands for cultivation
of canola from September.

A spokesman for the
Agriculture (Extension)
Department said on
Saturday that September
was the most suitable

month for canola
cultivation. However, its
sowing should be

completed before October
20 to get maximum yield.
He said that canola
was a cashable crop and it
would play a dynamic role
in mitigating financial
sufferings of the growers
due to its high value in the
market. Therefore, the
farmers should cultivate
canola crop at maximum
space of their lands by
using seed of approved
canola varieties including
Rainbow, Biola-401, Biola-
43, Abaseen, Bulbal,
Canola Raya, Pacola, etc.
More information and
guidance in this regard.

Aggressive economic
measures adversely affecting
trade, industry: PIAF

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Pakistan Industrial
and Traders Associations
Front (PIAF) has said that
the aggressive economic
measures, high borrowing
rates, inflation, oppressive
taxation and unstable
currency have been
adversely affecting the
trade and industry as many
of them have closed their

operations.
Chairman  PIAF
Faheemur Rehman Saigol in

a joint statement along
with Senior Vice Chairman
Nasrullah Mughal and Vice
Chairman Tahir Manzoor
Ch on Saturday said that
the ever-increasing cost of
production in the country
is the real threat to both
large-scale manufacturing
and small-scale businesses,
as frequent upward
revisions in policy rate and
continuous fluctuations in
rupee against dollar are
posing further challenges.
They said that the
government does not have
any pragmatic plan to

address this liability, apart
from asking for more loans
to repay existing debt.
Likewise, the target for
current financial year’s
exports is too low to meet
the country’s revenue.

According to the
data, the pace of growth in
LSM industries is suffering
because of restrictions
imposed on imports that
have caused a shortage of
imported raw material. The
steep currency devaluation
has also made raw material
expensive and business
models unviable.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
assessed that the pace of
negative growth in big
industries could have been
slower had the government
not imposed restrictions on
imports. The central bank
has issued the guidelines to
commercial banks about
the allocation of foreign
currency for import
purposes.Faheem Saigol
said that the LSM trend
indicates that this year.
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US discussed ‘creative ways’
to help landlocked Mongolia
export rare earths, officials say

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: U.S. and
Mongolian officials this
week discussed “creative
ways” to ensure the land-
locked country, dependent
on goodwill from its neigh-
bors China and Russia,
could get critical minerals
onto the world market, a
U.S. State Department of-
ficial said.

Prime Minister L.
Oyun-Erdene told Reuters
on Wednesday after meet-
ing U.S. Vice President Ka-
mala Harris in Washington
that Mongolia would
deepen cooperation with
the United States on min-
ing rare earths and other
minerals with high-tech ap-
plications.

On Friday, he met with
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and signed
an “Open Skies” civil avia-
tion agreement, and both
sides pledged further eco-

nomic cooperation.

A U.S. State Depart-
ment official briefing re-
porters said the national
carrier MIAT Mongolian
Airlines would be able to
fly direct to an as-yet-un-
decided U.S. airport by
next year.

The two sides also
discussed how to follow
up on a memorandum of
understanding signed in
June by the State Depart-
ment and Mongolia’s min-
istry of mining and heavy
industry. “The many dis-
cussions that we’ve had
over the last few days were
talking about specific areas
where we can help
Mongolia understand what
it has, ways where it can
extract it, and ways where
it can produce it,” the offi-
cial said. “We certainly are
eager to help the Mongo-
lians find creative solutions
by which it can help take

more control over mining,
exploring, extracting and
producing critical minerals
and rare earth elements.”

Asked about how to
ensure that Mongolia could
exporting such commodi-
ties without hindrance, the
official said it was in a
“tough geopolitical situa-
tion”, being landlocked. “So
we talked about ... very cre-
ative ways where we can
get that ... available to the
market.”

Rare earths and cop-
per are vital for high-tech
applications, including de-
fense equipment, and for
U.S. President Joe Biden’s
efforts to electrify the auto
market to help stave off cli-
mate change. The United
States is keen to secure
sources beyond its main
global rival, China, which
last year accounted for
more than 70% of world
rare earth production.

o

Pope Francis attends the "Stations of the Cross" proession with young

Vi

people at Parque Eduardo VII during his apostolic journey to Portugal on the
occasion of the XXXVII World Youth Day, in Lisbon Portugal.

Biden order curbing
investments to China
likely next week

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Joe Biden is expected
to issue his long-awaited
executive order to screen
outbound investments in
sensitive technologies to
China early next week, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the matter.

A White House
spokesman declined to
comment.

The goal of the order
is to prevent US capital and
expertise from accelerating
the development of tech-
nologies that would sup-
port China’s military
modernisation and threaten
US national security.

The order is expected
to target private equity,
venture capital and joint
venture investments in
China in semi-conductors,
quantum computing and
artificial intelligence. Most
investments captured by
the order will require that

the government be notified
about them.

Some transactions will
be prohibited, sources said.

“It fills a gap in our
current regime,” said
Cordell Hull, a former US
Commerce Department of-
ficial. “We have prohibi-
tions on exporting the tech-
nology. We have restrictions
on in-bound investment.
This will help to plug that
gap on funding and know-
how and give the govern-
ment visibility into these
capital flows.”

The regulations are
not expected to take effect
right away and the admin-
istration will solicit com-
ment on its proposals, ac-
cording to sources. It has
already conducted meet-
ings with stakeholders
and has been consulting
allies. It also came up dur-
ing US Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen’s recent
trip to China.

China to attend talks on
Ukraine in Saudi Arabia
that exclude Russia

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: China on Fri-
day said it would send a
senior official to Saudi
Arabia for weekend talks on
finding a peaceful settle-
ment to the war in Ukraine,
a forum that excludes Rus-
sia, in a diplomatic coup for
Kyiv, the West and the
Saudi hosts.

Ukrainian and West-
ern diplomats hope the
meeting in Jeddah of na-
tional security advisers and
other senior officials from
some 40 countries will
agree on key principles for
a future peace settlement
to end Russia’s war in
Ukraine. Chinese Special
Envoy for Eurasian Affairs
Li Hui will visit Jeddah for
the talks, China’s foreign
ministry said on Friday.

“China is willing to
work with the international
community to continue to
play a constructive role in
promoting a political solution
to the crisis in Ukraine,” Wang

Wenbin, a spokesperson at
the Chinese ministry, said in
a statement. China was in-
vited to a previous round of
talks in Copenhagen in late
June but did not attend.
Since Russia launched
its invasion of Ukraine in
February last year, China
has kept close economic
and diplomatic ties with
Russia and rejected interna-
tional calls to condemn
Moscow. Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said on Wednesday he
hoped the initiative will
lead to a “peace summit”
ofleaders from around the
world this autumn to en-
dorse the principles, based
on his own 10-point for-
mula for a settlement.
Zelenskiy’s formula
includes respect for
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity and the withdrawal of
Russian troops, anathema
to Moscow which claims to
have annexed occupied
Ukrainian territory forever.

Lebanon waits
for accountability
three years after

Beirut tragedy

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: Lebanon marked
three years since one of
history’s biggest non-
nuclear explosions rocked
Beirut with hundreds of
protesters marching along-
side victims’ families on
Friday to demand long-
awaited justice.

Nobody has been held
to account for the tragedy
as political and legal pres-
sures impede the investiga-
tion.

On August 4, 2020,
the massive blast at Beirut
port destroyed swathes of
the Lebanese capital, kill-
ing more than 220 people
and injuring at least 6,500.

Authorities said the
disaster was triggered by a
fire in a warehouse where a
vast stockpile of ammonium
nitrate fertiliser had been
haphazardly stored for
years. Three years on, the
probe is virtually at a stand-
still, leaving survivors still
yearning for answers.

Protesters, many of
them wearing black and
carrying photographs of
the victims, marched to-
wards the port shouting
slogans including: “We
will not forget”.

Court permits
‘non-invasive’
survey of

Varanasi mosque

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Authorities
on Friday began the survey
of Varanasi’s Gyanvyapi
mosque, built by Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb, after
the Indian apex court cleared
the passage with instruc-
tions not to do anything in-
vasive. Varanasi — a city in
the northern Indian state of
Uttar Pradesh — has been
the two-term parliamentary
constituency of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, who
pioneered the Hindutva
campaign that led to the
demolition of the Babri
mosque in 1992. A law
passed by the Narasimha
Rao-led government forbids
new legal claims on or dam-
age or destruction of reli-
gious monuments.

Thousands of anti-sanctions protestors gather insupport of the putschist

soldiers in the capital Niamey, Niger.

-
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U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris meets with Mongolia's Prime Minister

Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai at her ceremonial office, in the Eisenhower
Executive Office Building, on the White House campus in Washington, U.S.

Fighting has plunged Sudan into
a humanitarian catastrophe,
senior UN officials say

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: The
conflict in Sudan has left 24
million people — half the
country’s population — in
need of food and other assis-
tance, but only 2.5 million
have received aid because of
vicious fighting and a lack of
funding, two senior U.N. of-
ficials said.

Eden Worsornu, direc-
tor of operations for the U.N.
humanitarian agency, and Ted
Chaiban, deputy executive
director of the U.N.
children’s agency UNICEEF,
who just returned from

Sudan, painted a dire picture
of devastation and upheaval
in Sudan, with no peace talks
in sight. Worsornu said
hotspots, such as the capital
of Khartoum and the south-
ern Kordofan and western
Darfur regions, “have been
shattered by relentless vio-
lence.” Nearly 4 million
people have fled the fight-
ing, facing scorching heat up
to 48 degrees Celsius (118
F), and threats of attacks,
sexual violence and death,
she said.

The now nearly four-
month conflict has killed more

than 3,000 people and
wounded over 6,000 others,
according to the last govern-
ment figures, released in June.
But the true tally is likely
much higher, doctors and ac-
tivists say. “Before the war
erupted on the 15th of April,
Sudan was already grappling
with a humanitarian crisis,”
Chaiban said. “Now, more
than 110 days of brutal fight-
ing have turned the crisis into
a catastrophe, threatening the
lives and futures of a genera-
tion of children and young
people who make up over
70% of the population.”

3 people killed, houses set
ablaze in fresh violence in
India’s Manipur state

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Three
people were killed and
houses set ablaze in fresh
violence in India’s
Manipur, police officials
said late on Friday, as
sporadic violence and kill-
ings continue in the remote
northeastern state.

The three people
killed belonged to the ma-
jority Metei community
in the state’s Bishnupur
district, a police spokes-
person said.

The months-long
outbreak of violence be-
gan on May 3 after a court
ordered the state to con-
sider extending to the
majority Meitei popula-
tion special economic

o

benefits and quotas in
government jobs and edu-
cation that up to now
have been reserved for the
tribal Kuki people.

A spokesperson for a
Kuki civil society group
said it did not have an im-
mediate comment on the
latest killings.

Over 180 people
have been killed and thou-
sands have fled their
homes, since the violence
started in Manipur, a state
of'3.2 million that borders
Myanmar.

On May 3, members
of the hill tribes including
Kuki launched a protest
against the possible exten-
sion of their benefits to the
dominant Meiteis.
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Permanent Mission
of North Korea to
UN defends
Pyongyang’s
nuclear weapons

as sovereign right

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: The Permanent
Mission of North Korea to
the United Nations has
criticized the U.S. for hav-
ing nuclear weapons and
urged it to stop “sharing
nuclear” or “beefing up ex-
tended deterrence,” state
media KCNA reported on
Saturday.

While criticising the
U.S. over the AUKUS alli-
ance and the Nuclear Con-
sultative Group with South
Korea, Pyongyang de-
fended its nuclear weapons
as an “exercise of sover-

eignty.”
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conflict with Kuki tribals in the remote northeastern state of Manipur, India.

Awildfire near Iran’s capital
triggers an explosion of mines
planted around a high-security prison

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: A wildfire on
the outskirts of Iran’s capi-
tal triggered an explosion
Friday of mines that had
been planted around a high-
security prison that houses
political prisoners, but
there were no injuries, state
media reported.

The official IRNA
news agency said the inci-
dent happened around noon
at the Evin prison on the
northern outskirts of
Tehran, but that it caused
no damage or casualties and
that firefighters extinguished
the blaze. The report
blamed the fire on the
country’s current

heatwave. Temperatures in
Tehran around noon Friday
were about 38 C (100 F).
Iranian media in the
past have mentioned the
mines, which apparently
are anti-personnel mines
planted to deter escape at-
tempts. In October a blaze
in the prison led to death
and injuries of several in-
mates. In online videos that
circulated at the time, gun-
shots and explosions could
be heard in the area of the
prison. State media said at
the time that there were
clashes in one of the wards
between inmates and prison
personnel, and authorities
blamed the fire on rioters.

Police hunt for suspects
after blasts at Washington,
D.C., retail outlets

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Police in
Washington are offering a
reward of up to $20,000 for
information that could lead
to the arrest of those in-
volved in three explosions
within a 15-minute span at
retail outlets in the U.S.
capital.

No one was killed or
injured in the early hour
blasts in Washington’s
Northeast neighbourhood,
but all three places were
damaged, police said in a
statement. In one of the
blasts,

someone threw “a
Molotov cocktail style ob-

ject” at a Safeway store be-
fore fleeing in a vehicle,
police said.

The other two explo-
sions took place outside an
ATM and in front of a Nike
store. All of the establish-
ments were closed at the
time.

It was not immediately
clear how many suspects
police were looking for but
officials released an image
of one suspect and of a ve-
hicle that could have been
used in the attack. The
suspect’s back was turned
to the surveillance camera
in that image and the face
was not visible.

Saudi Arabia
urges its citizens
to quickly
leave Lebanon

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia
called on its citizens to
quickly leave Lebanese ter-
ritory and to avoid ap-
proaching areas where there
have been armed clashes,
the Saudi embassy in Leba-
non said in a statement
posted late on Friday on X,
formerly known as Twitter.

The kingdom did not
specify which areas in Leba-
non that it was advising its
citizens to avoid. The em-
bassy stressed “the impor-
tance of adhering to the Saudi
travel ban to Lebanon,” the
statement added.

No public event
to mark first
anniversary of
the Queen’s
death, palace

spokesperson says

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: Britain’s King
Charles will not mark the
first anniversary of the death
of Queen Elizabeth with an
official public event or a pri-
vate family gathering, a royal
spokesperson said.

Charles, 74, ascended to
the throne on Sept. 8 after the
death ofhis mother Elizabeth.
The death of the 96-year-old
monarch, Britain’s longest-
reigning king or queen,
prompted an outpouring of
emotion around the globe, a
10-day mourning period and
a state funeral with crowds
ofthousands of people lining
the streets of central London.

West African leaders
thrash out plan to
intervene in Niger

Monitoring Desk
ABUIJA: West African de-
fence chiefs have drawn up
aplan for potential military
intervention if Niger’s coup
is not overturned by the
weekend, a leader from the
regional bloc said on Friday,
after mediation failed in a
crisis that is troubling glo-
bal powers.

The Economic Com-
munity of West African
States (ECOWAS) has
given Niger’s coup leaders
until Sunday to step down
and free elected President
Mohamed Bazoum.

The bloc has taken a
hard stance on last week’s
takeover: the seventh coup
in West and Central Africa
since 2020. Given its ura-
nium and oil riches and piv-
otal role in the war with
militants in the Sahel re-
gion, Niger has strategic sig-
nificance for the United

States, China, Europe and
Russia. Under the interven-
tion plan, the decision of
when and where to strike
will be made by heads of
states and will not be di-
vulged to the coup plotters,
Abdel Fatau Musah,
ECOWAS commissioner
for political affairs, peace
and security, said.

“All the elements that
will go into any eventual
intervention have been
worked out here, including
the resources needed, the
how and when we are going
deploy the force,” he said
at the close of a three-day
meeting in Nigeria’s capital
Abuja.

The 15-nation body
has already imposed sanc-
tions on Niger and sent a
delegation to its capital
Niamey on Thursday
seeking an “amicable reso-
lution”.
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The defense chiefs from the Ecorioc Community

of West African States (ECOWAS) countries ex-
cluding Mali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Guinea and
Niger pose for a group photo during their extraor-
dinary meeting in Abuja, Nigeria to discuss the

situation in Niger.

In Portugal, thousands
reflect with pope on modern
worries, endangered planet

Monitoring Desk
LISBON: Hundreds of
thousands of young people
reflected on their anxieties,
enslavement to the “tyr-
anny” of social media and
yearning to save the planet
at a huge outdoor rally with
Pope Francis.

It took nearly an hour
for the open vehicle carry-
ing the 86-year-old pope to
drive slowly through the
crowd at Lisbon’s Edward
VII Park as it was mobbed
by people taking part in a
Via Crucis (Way of the
Cross) retracing the last
hours in Jesus’ life.

The crowd, which po-
lice estimated at about
800,000, listened to 14
meditations at each of the
“stations of the cross” that
were written by young
people reflecting concerns
such as war, mass

shootings, domestic vio-
lence, child abuse, environ-
mental degradation, bully-
ing, cell-phone addiction,
depression, eating disorders
and burnout.

Police of detain a person after popur live

“Selfies after selfies.
The tyranny of the right
body and the perfect smile.
Photos of us on social me-
dia in carefully studied
poses. Atrtificial posts wait-
ing for likes,” one of the
meditations said.

“We, too, ask our-
selves what our future on
this planet will be like. We
witness the unchecked
consumption of the
earth’s resources, the ex-
tinction of species, and the
devastation of forests. We
are frightened by climate
change and feel very inse-
cure about the future,” said
another.

“All of this is linked
to disordered lifestyles that
cause some to starve while
others get sick from over-
eating”.

The pope arrived on
Wednesday to preside at
World Youth Day, a festi-
val that takes place every
two or three years in a dif-
ferent city and has been
dubbed the Catholic

streamer Kai Cenat announced a "'giveaway" event
that grew chaotic, prompting police officers to re-
spond and disperse the crowd at Union Square and
the surrounding streets, in New York City, U.S.

Oceans set new
record for surface
temperature

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: The world’s oceans
set a new temperature
record this week, raising
concerns about knock-on
effects on the planet’s cli-
mate, marine life and coastal
communities.

The temperature of
the oceans’ surface rose to
20.96 degrees Celsius on
Friday, according to Euro-
pean Union climate obser-
vatory data.

The previous record
was 20.95C in March 2016,
a spokeswoman for the
EU’s Copernicus Climate
Change Service said. The
samples tested excluded
polar regions.

Oceans have absorbed
90 per cent of the excess
heat produced by human
activity since the dawn of
the industrial age, accord-
ing to scientists.

This excess heat con-
tinues to accumulate as
greenhouse gases — mainly
from burning oil, gas and
coal — continue to accumu-
late in the Earth’s atmo-
sphere. Globally, the aver-
age ocean temperature has
been besting seasonal heat

records on a regular basis
since April.

“The ocean heatwave
is an immediate threat to
some marine life,” said Piers
Forster of the International
Centre for Climate at the
University of Leeds.

“We are already see-
ing coral bleaching in
Florida as a direct result and
I expect more impacts will
surface.”

The overheating of
the oceans is predicted to
have other effects on ma-
rine plant and animal life
too, including on the mi-
gration of certain species
and the spread of invasive
species.

This could threaten
fish stocks and thus under-
mine food security in cer-
tain parts of the globe.

Warmer oceans are
also less capable of absorb-
ing carbon dioxide (CO2),
reinforcing the vicious cycle
of global warming.

And higher tempera-
tures are likely to come,
since the El Nino phe-
nomenon, which tends to
warm waters up, has only
just begun.
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India’s actions in IIOJK cannot
legitimate illegal occupation,
suppress Kashmiri’s rights: FM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Saturday
said that India’s actions in
the Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(ITOJK) could neither ac-
cord legitimacy to its occu-
pation nor suppress the
true sentiments of the
Kashmiri people as coer-
cion and intrigue could not
replace legitimacy.

In a message on
‘Youm-e-Istehsal’ being
observed Saturday, the for-
eign minister stressed that
the international commu-
nity must demand an end
to India’s gross and wide-
spread human rights viola-
tions in IIOJK; reversal of
its unilateral and illegal ac-
tions of 5 August 2019; re-
peal of draconian laws; and
implementation of relevant
UN Security Council reso-
lutions on Jammu and
Kashmir.

“Pakistan wants good
relations with all its neigh-
bors, including India. How-
ever, good relations can only
be achieved through dispute
resolution and not through
dispute denial. The durable
peace in South Asia remains
contingent upon the settle-

ment of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute,” a press
release on Saturday quoted
the foreign minister as say-
ing.

As a party to the
Jammu and Kashmir dis-
pute, he said Pakistan
stands ready to play its role
to ensure a free and impar-
tial plebiscite in accordance
with the United Nations
Security Council resolu-
tions.

“Our strong and stead-
fast moral, political and dip-
lomatic support for the
Kashmiri people will con-
tinue till the realization of
their inalienable right to
self-determination,” he re-
iterated.

The foreign minister
further said that “Youm-e-
Istehsal” was a somber oc-
casion to recall India’s ille-
gal and unilateral actions of
5 August 2019 in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK). That
day, India scrapped the spe-
cial status of IIOJK and bi-
furcated it into two so-
called ‘Union Territories’ to
alter its internationally-rec-
ognized disputed status
and undermine the right to
self-determination of the

Kashmiri people.

The Indian actions
triggered a process of de-
mographic change and po-
litical engineering. As a re-
sult, the Kashmiri people
were confronted with the
danger of becoming a
disempowered minority in
their own land, he added.

Foreign Minister
Bilawal further said that
India had unleashed a new
reign of oppression in
IIOJK since 5 August 2019.
Efforts were being made to
muzzle the media and si-
lence the genuine leadership
of the Kashmiri people.
Lately, the Indian authori-
ties have sought the death
penalty for one of the most
renowned Kashmiri leaders,
Yaseen Malik.

“The harassment of
innocent people, arbitrary
detentions, ‘cordon and
search operations, and ex-
tra-judicial killings have be-
come a matter of routine.
The Kashmiri people re-
main deprived of their fun-
damental freedoms of ex-
pression, assembly and re-
ligion. Above all, they are
unable to exercise their in-
alienable right to self-deter-
mination,” he added.

QUETTA Governor Balochlstan MahkAbdul Wali Khan Kakar offermg Dua
on sad demise of Nawabzada Harron Raisani, nephew of Nawab Aslam Khan

Raisani and Bramdagh Lehri, son of Mir Daulat Lehri at their residences

ECNEC approves mega
social sector uplift projects

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) on Sat-
urday considered and ap-
proved a Punjab Govern-
ment project titled “Devel-
oping Resilient Environ-
ment and Advancing Mu-
nicipal Services
(DREAMS-I)” at a cost of
Rs64,480.646 million in-
cluding Asian Development
Bank loan of Rs51,584.517
million and local component
0fRs12,896.129 million by
the Punjab government.

The project will en-
hance climate resilience and
urban living and health con-
ditions for about 2.9 mil-
lion in Rawalpindi and
Bahawalpur cities of Punjab
province, said a press re-
lease issued by the Minis-
try of Finance.

The ECNEC met with
Minister for Finance and
Revenue

Senator

QUETTA Members of Tehreek—e-Insaf (PTI) are

Mohammad Ishaq Dar in
chair, where as Minister for
Commerce Syed Naveed
Qamar, SAPM on Finance
Tariq Bajwa, SAPM on
Revenue Tariq Mehmood
Pasha, federal secretaries
and other senior officers
from federal ministries and
provincial departments
participated in the meeting.

The ECNEC also
considered project regard-
ing Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Programme for Solar-
ization of agriculture Tube
wells in Sindh, Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Baluchistan provinces and
allowed to include
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) rural areas into its
scope. The ECNEC consid-
ered and approved a revised/
updated project of Sindh

Government titled “
Karachi Neighborhood Im-
provement project

(KNIP)” at the cost of

holding protest demonstration against arrested
former prime minister and PTI Chairman Imran
Khan, at Quetta Press Club.

OIC calls for revocation

of illegal measures
of Aug Sin IIOJK

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The General Secretariat of
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) on Sat-
urday reiterated its call re-
garding the revocation of all
the illegal measures initi-
ated on and after 5 August
2019, which aimed at chang-
ing the demographic struc-
ture of the disputed terri-
tory of Indian illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. In a press statement
issued from the OIC Secre-
tariat, Jeddah, the organiza-
tion also renewed its soli-

darity with the people of
Jammu and Kashmir in their
quest for the right of self-
determination. The OIC
general secretariat ex-
pressed its concerns over
the situation in the Indian
illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, four years
after the unilateral alter-
ation of the internationally
recognized status of the ter-
ritory. “Furthermore, the
General Secretariat refers to
the decisions and resolu-
tions of the Islamic Sum-
mit and the OIC Council.

ceremony of Agricultural College Auditorium

Rs18,805.577 million in-
cluding World Bank loan of
Rs16,709.389 million. The
revised/updated project en-
visages the improvement/
up gradation of infrastruc-
ture of Karachi City in
Karachi South, Korangi and
Malir districts. The
ECNEC considered and
approved a project of
Gilgit-Baltistan Govern-
ment tilted “Rural Devel-
opment and Climate resil-
ience Project” at updated
cost of Rs16,264 million
with foreign financing of
Rs1,1067 million. The
project envisages to im-
prove sustainability of liv-
ing conditions and resilience
to climate change and natu-
ral disasters of Gilgit-
Baltistan households and
communities. The ECNEC
also considered and ap-
proved dualization of
Sialkot-Eminabad Road
upto Kamoki.

PTI chairman
moves SC
against IHC
ruling in Tosha

khana case

ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) chairman on Saturday
moved the Supreme Court
against the Islamabad High
Court’s (IHC) verdict in the
Toshakhana criminal case.

The ex- premier filed
an application in apex court
against IHC ruling through
his legal team. The peti-
tioner pleaded with the
court to declare the
Toshakhana case against
him non-maintainable.

The Islamabad High
Court on Friday set aside
a session court’s verdict
that  declared  the
Toshakhana reference
against the PTI chairman as
maintainable.

IHC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq had ordered
the lower court to rehear
the case. The court also re-
jected the PTI chairman’s
appeal to transfer the case
to another court and issued
a notice for next week on
the appeal to restore the
right of defence.

MUZAFFERABAD: Act1v1sts of Pasban—e—Hurrlyat holds protest agamst In-
dia to mark the Youm-e-Istehsal Jammu and Kashmir as it is the fourth year
of the Indian military siege of occupied Kashmir and against illegal, im-
moral, and unconstitutional step to strip [IOJK of its special status.

Marrivum Aurangzeb says

PEMRA Bill 2023
passed unanimously with
consultations of all stakeholders

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on
Saturday said that the Pa-
kistan Electronic Media
Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) Amendment Bill
2023 was passed by the
National Assembly with
unanimous vote after de-
tailed deliberations with all
stakeholders.

She said, it was unjus-
tified that the people who
prepared the said bill were
irrelevant although all the
media organizations and
stakeholders were con-
sulted on the bill.

“PEMRA Bill 2023
remained in the public do-
main for 20 days and under

discussion in Parliament. If
anybody has any objection
on the bill, he may highlight
that loophole and suggest
the amendment,” the min-
ister said while briefing the
Senate Standing Committee
on Information and Broad-
casting.

PEMRA Bill 2023
was reviewed in the meet-
ing presided over by the
convener of the committee
Fauzia Arshad.

It was decided in the
meeting that the committee
members would submit
their amendments by Au-
gust 7.

During the briefing,
she said, under the
PEMRA law 2002, the
chairman PEMRA had au-

thority to suspend or can-
cel the license of any TV
channel but the amended
law empowered the Coun-
cil of Complaints by cur-
tailing the power of chair-
man PEMRA.

“We all have suffered
a lot due to the draconian
PEMRA law 2002 which
was introduced by the then
President Pervaiz
Musharaf,” she added.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
said that the PEMRA Bill
2023 protects the rights of
media workers and jour-
nalists as all the media
house owners would be
bound to clear their all
dues including salaries
within two months under
the new bill.

Provincial Ombudsman maintains:

Protection of public rights,
resolving complaints against
govt. institutions is priority

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Ombudsman Balochistan,
Nazar Muhammad Baloch
has stated that it is included
in our top priority to pro-
tect the rights of general
public and resolve their
complaints against all the
government and semi-gov-
ernment institutions.

The Provincial Om-
budsman was addressing a
seminar organized by the
Provincial Ombudsman
Balochistan secretariat here
the other day.

The President Forum
of Pakistan Ombudsman
and Federal Tax Ombuds-
man, Dr. Asif Mehmood Jah
and ombudsmen of other
provinces and concerned

high ups participated in the
seminar. Addressing the
seminar, the Provincial om-
budsman said that the ob-
jective behind the annual
conference of the FPO is to
gather the federal ombuds-
man and provincial
ombudspersons and pro-
vide necessary awareness to
the people about registra-
tion of complaints and re-
lief against the federal and
provincial institutions in
the province. Meanwhile,
the President of FPO and
Federal Tax Ombudsman
and other ombudsmen in-
formed the participants
about the platform of FPO
and steps taken and being
taken for provision of jus-
tice to the masses.

#|ust|cefor|dad]amot
#kachmeedslandreforms h

Q ETTA Res1dent of JhalMags1 hold pretreat

against killing of Imdad Joyia.

Secretary Health to set up
RHC, BHUs in each district
as model health centres

QUETTA (APP): Secre-
tary Health Balochistan
Asfandiar Khan Kakar on
Saturday informed that one
Rural Health Centre (RHC)
and two Basic Health Units
(BHUs) would be set up as
model medical centers in
each district with round the
clock availabilities of all fa-
cilities.

The health secretary
said that the availability of
doctors in all District Head-
quarter Hospitals and all fa-
cilities in emergency de-
partment should be ensured
to facilitate the masses.

The secretary in a
meeting with Commis-
sioner Sibi Division,
Deputy Commissioner,
District Health Officers of
Sabi Division and other of-
ficers has ordered that to
take measures for the im-
provement of health sector
with provision of missing
facilities, said a news
realese.

Asfandiar Kakar said
that medicines should be
provided in the emergency
department within a week,

if received any complain

action would be taken
against medical superinten-
dent of the hospital.

Secretary Health is-
sued instructions to the Dis-
trict Health Committees to
work in collaboration with
MERC to improvise the
ambulance services in the
areas. Asfandiar Kakar said
issued direction to recruit
people on the vacant posts
of doctors, nurses, para-
medics on ad-hoc basis to
fulfill the shortage of staffs
in hospitals. Addressing the
meeting, Secretary Health
said that the District Health
Committee should immedi-
ately initiate departmental
action against the absent
staff and those who are
negligent in their work in
hospitals and medical cen-
ters. The health secretary
said that all medical cam-
puses should be organized
under the supervision of the
district health committee.

Psychological daises
should be given special at-
tention in medical campuses
and organize a special coun-
seling program in this re-
gard, he directed.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister for Agriculture Mir Asadullah Baloch, Secretary Tayyab Lehriand others addressmg 1naugural

ANP announces
election

manifesto

PESHAWAR (APP): Pro-
vincial President Awami
National Party (ANP),
Aimal Wali Khan here Sat-
urday announced elections
manifesto for the upcom-
ing polls.

Main points of mani-
festo include free education
in public sector universi-
ties, provision of research
grant, creation of new em-
ployment opportunities,
easy loans to youths, free
testing service for jobs, es-
tablishment of ecommerce
zones at district level, new
educational institutions,
district autonomy, estab-
lishment of provincial fi-
nance commission, laws to
end violence against
transgender community,
development of infrastruc-
ture and permanent open-
ing of 16 trade corridors
with Afghanistan.

PUC observes
‘Youm-e-
Istehsal’

nationwide

LAHORE (APP): The Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
(PUC) on Saturday com-
memorated ‘Youm-e-
Istehsal’ to express solidar-
ity with Kashmiris across
the nation. The convention
featured prominent religious
figures including Chairman
Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi,
Maulana Asadullah Farooq,
Allama Zubair Abid,
Maulana Muhammad Islam
Siddiqui, Maulana Qari
Abdul Hakeem Athar,
Mufti Falak Sher, Mufti
Syed Naseem-ul-Islam,
Mufti Rahmat Din, Qari
Abdul Majid Haqqani, Qari
Kifayatullah, Maulana
Abdul Jabbar, Maulana
Qari Muhammad Islam
Qadri, Maulana Qari
Mubashir Rahimi, Maulana
Abdul Ghaffar Farooqi,
Maulana Nasir Haqqani,
Qari Faisal Amin, and Qari
Sajid, delivered impas-
sioned speeches.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of the Air Staff, Air
Chief Marshal, Zaheer
Ahmed Baber Sidhu Satur-
day declared the National
Aerospace Science and
Technology Park (NASTP)
as amajor landmark, a multi-
layered project based on a
hybrid model which would
cover the private sector and
aerospace clusters across
all major cities of Pakistan.

He expressed these
views while addressing the
initial opening before the
inaugural ceremony of
NASTP.

Sidhu said, “We live in
a challenging time in the
wake of evolving global and
regional environment. This
is an era of transition that
has induced the need to in-
duct niche and disruptive
technologies, which has
subsequently affected the
traditional concept of na-
tional security and de-
fense,” said a Pakistan Air
Force media news release
issued here.

“In order to address
the contemporary chal-
lenges, the national leader-
ship of Pakistan has envi-
sioned the establishment of
a Special Investment Facili-
tation Council so as to cre-
ate desired linkages and
provide opportunities to
different platforms for
bringing Foreign Direct In-
vestment in Pakistan,” he
emphasized.

Lango

“PAF has also planned

QUETTA: Provmcml Secretary Health Asadyar
Kakar meeting with Home Minister Mir Ziaullah

NASTP major landmark,
multi-layered project based
on hybrid model: Air Chief

to play its role in the ongo-
ing national building
projects under the umbrella
of SIFC, predominantly in
the Aerospace and IT do-
mains,” he highlighted.

“The biggest hallmark
of the NASTP project is its
Aviation Design and Inno-
vation Center comprising of
Techno Parks, IT clusters,
Nurseries, and Basic Incu-
bation Centers making the
project diversified and un-
precedented in the history
of Pakistan.”

“Moreover, the Na-
tional Aerospace Science
and Technology Park has
also focused on the much-
needed triple helix model in
order to embed a culture of
sustainability, since its core
objectives include the build-
ing of local industry and
creating an interface be-
tween the public sectors.”

“Through the NASTP
project, PAF is bringing all
organic setups to one place
including Nano Technol-
ogy, Space, Cyber, Artifi-
cial Intelligence, Super
Computing, Networking,
and Algorithms in order to
facilitate entrepreneurship
and technological skill de-
velopment in the country,”
Sidhu highlighted.

In his concluding re-
marks, Air Chief Marshal
commended the efforts of
all the stakeholders for the
accomplishment of this
mega project in arecord time
of one year.

WASHINGTON (APP):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States, Masood
Khan, Saturday called for
“keeping the issue of Kash-
mir alive” at all forums, in-
cluding the United Nations,
despite the lack of adequate
attention paid to it by the
world community.

“Although we are
passing through a very dark
period of the history of
Jammu & Kashmir—don’t
lose heart,” he said in his
remarks at a special event
held to mark the fourth an-
niversary of India’s brutal
siege of the disputed terri-
tory.

“Your despondency
would also be weaponized
by those who want to deny
Kashmiris their right to self-
determination,” the Paki-
stani envoy told the Paki-
stani-American diaspora,
Kashmiris, members of civil
society and human rights
activists gathered to ob-
serve ‘Youm-e-Istehsal’.

Ambassador Masood
Khan assured Kashmiris
that the people of Pakistan
were the custodians of their

Keep Kashmir alive:
Masood urges community

members, activists

UN-pledged inalienable
right to self-determination.
The illegal and unilateral act
of'the Indian government of
revoking special status of
Jammu & Kashmir, he said,
was driven by the fear of
the international momen-
tum towards a resolution of
the decades-old dispute
generated before August
2019. The Pakistani envoy
encouraged the youth to es-
tablish their own ‘informa-
tion ecosystems’ to pro-
mote the Kashmir dispute.

“Today, the existing
digital ecosystem was not
so hospitable to the Kash-
mir issue because of the
hostile forces. You need to
have your own information
ecosystem to highlight the
right of self-determination,”
he said.

Pointing out that Pa-
kistan asked India to en-
gage in a meaningful dia-
logue on the issues of con-
cern between the two coun-
tries, Masood Khan, said,
“There should be some
resonance of reciprocity
from New Delhi as well—
It takes two to tango.

LAHORE: Chairman PUC and Special Represen-
tative of the PM for Interfaith Harmony and Middle
East Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi,
addressing against terrorism and extremism and
to express solidarity with the oppressed people of
Occupied Kashmir.

Rallies, protests organized to
mark exploitation day in AJK

MUZAFFARABAD
(APP): Rallies and protests
were organized in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
on Saturday by the differ-
ent political parties to mark
“Exploitation day”, the day
of 2019 when Indian gov-
ernment abolished the spe-
cial status of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
sieged the whole valley till
now to suppress the peace-
ful struggle of people for
their just right to self-de-
termination.

A special sitting of the
AJK legislative was con-
vened on the occasion to
condemn Indian unilateral
acts and grass human rights
abuses by India since that
ignoring all international
norms and laws while leg-
islators led by Prime Min-
ister Anwar Ul Haq also
staged a protest rally in
front of Supreme Court
building and march to UN

observer’s office to
handover a memorandum
for the UN to implement
its resolutions on Kashmir.
Abig protest rally also
organized here in front of
the Press club attended
by all the leaders of ma-
jor political groups of
AJK where speakers
condemn Indian act to
withdraw the special sta-
tus of Jammu and Kash-
mir and repeal of citizen-
ship laws to settle non-
residents in the Muslim
majority region in a bid to
alter the demography for
ulterior motives.
Pasban-e-Hurriyat
Jammu and Kashmir, a refu-
gee organization of 1989
onward of Indian-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, also
organized a protest proces-
sion in which hundreds of
women, children, youths
and elders gathered at
Gharipan Chowk and de-

clared Sth August as “Black
Day” beside and Exploita-
tion Day” of the people of
Kashmir.

Protestors marched on
the main highway carrying
black flags and handed over
five resolutions of condem-
nation regarding Indian ille-
gal acts in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir to the United
Nations’ Military Observer
Group of India and Paki-
stan.

The protesters
shouted slogans against the
Indian government, Indian
Army and in favor of the
freedom of Kashmir.

The protestors carried
banners and placards with
demands from the United
Nations, including the an-
nulment of the Indian ac-
tions of August 5,2019, and
providing an opportunity
for referendum according to
the UNSC passed resolu-
tions.
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