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QUETTA: Balochistan National Party (BNP) Chair-
man, Sardar Akhtar Mengal addresses to media
persons during press conference

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki meeting with Care-
taker Provincial Minister Capt(R) Zubair Jamali.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar distribut-
ing awards among the survivors of Battagram Chairlift incident for their
bravery during a ceremony

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Information Min-
ister Jan Achakzai meeting with Governor
Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Information Min-
ister Jan Achakzai visiting newspapers record
room during his visit to DGPR. Secretary Infor-
mation Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat and DGPR
Kamran Asad are also present

 QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister, Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki attend-
ing a briefing conducted for him on the departmental affairs of Mines and
Mineral Development

Friendly countries keen to
invest in Balochistan’s
mineral sector: Domki

Independent Report
QUETTA:  The mineral
sector of Balochistan is ex-
pecting investment of bil-
lions of dollars soon while
more agreements of invest-
ment with friendly coun-
tries are also being finalized.

This very crucial infor-
mation was shared with the
caretaker Chief Minister,
Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki during a briefing
conducted for him on the
departmental affairs of
Mines and Mineral Devel-
opment, here at the CM’s
secretariat on Thursday.

The caretaker Chief
Minister was briefed about
the details of agreements
made in the mineral sector
of the province.

Those who were in at-
tendance at the meeting
were the Advisor to Chief
Minister for Mines and
Mineral Development,
Umair Muhammad

Hassani, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Prin-
cipal Secretary to CM, Lal
Jan Jaffar, Secretary of
Mines, Saidal Khan Luni,
and other concerned high
ups.

The Secretary Mines
briefed the meeting about
the departmental and other
related matters.

The caretaker Chief
Minister described the ini-
tiatives for promotion of in-
vestment in the mineral sec-
tor as an important devel-
opment.

He said that the pre-
cious minerals of
Balochistan are guarantor of
the economic future of the
province and country, as
such there’s a dire need to
adopt effective strategy for
enhancing investment in
the mineral sector.

He also said that the
world is eying at the re-
sources of the province,

which has more mineral re-
sources like Reko  dik.
These resources need to be
brought before the world,
adding he stressed.

He also stressed that
the trust of investors
would have to be strength-
ened by providing them the
conducive environment for
investment in the province.

Referring the Reko dik
project, Mir Ali Mardan
Domki noted that more in-
vestors are attracting to-
wards Balochistan to make
investment after the Reko
dik project.

He underlined the need
to go for partnership in-
stead of mere royalty as
was done in the agreement
of Reko dik project. In ad-
dition to this, interest of the
local population as well as
the province and country
should be ensured in the
future agreements, he main-
tained.

PM commends heroes
who rescued trapped
chairlift passengers
in daring operation

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on
Thursday awarded com-
mendation certificates to
the valiant commandos,
armed forces personnel and
local residents who rescued
eight trapped passengers of
a dangling cable car in
Battagram.

The prime minister,
addressing the commemo-
ration ceremony held at the
PM Office, said the recog-
nition was well-deserved by
every individual involved,
who exhibited remarkable
prowess in orchestrating the
mission to a triumphant
conclusion.

He emphasized that the
entire nation shared the con-
cerns for the safety of the
trapped children, who re-
mained stranded on the
chairlift for hours.

He remarked that the
successful endeavour was a
collaborative achievement,
acknowledging that recog-
nition was also due to those
who, from the confines of

their homes, prayed for the
safe and successful rescue
operation.

He said being a father,
he could feel the pain of
stranded children’s parents
but the teamwork based on
prudent efficient planning
ensured their safety.

“Hats off to all of you
who did an immaculate job.
The biggest credit goes to
those who were carrying
out the planning,” he re-
marked.

Sharing their emotions
with the prime minister, the
children said they were ex-
tremely worried but had a
sense of satisfaction after
coming to know that the
Pakistan Army had
launched the rescue opera-
tion.

The prime minister
said that the paramount
duty of the state encom-
passed providing quality
healthcare and education,
and an atmosphere for a
dignified life.

Continued on page 2

We have to get complete grip on
modern information technology
to compete world: Jan Achakzai

Independent Report
QUETTA: The caretaker
Provincial Minister for In-
formation, Jan Achakzai
has emphasized that we
would have to get complete
control on the modern in-
formation technology and
system in order to compete
the world.

He said that the ambit
of Information department
has been expanded and vast
in the present modern era.
No matter and thing is con-
cealed all over the world just
because of the social media.

This and similar other
views were expressed by
the caretaker Information
Minister while speaking on
occasion of his visit to the
Directorate General of Pub-
lic Relations here on Thurs-
day.

Also present on the
occasion were Secretary
Information, Hamza
Shafqaat, Director General

Public Relations, Kamran
Asad and other senior of-

Continued on page 2

Bright future of Pakistan
linked with Balochistan,

maintains Governor
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that bright future of the
country is linked with the
province, therefore, it is
necessary to benefit from
the prospects of profitable
investment in the province.

The Governor stated
so while speaking to the
caretaker Minister Infor-
mation, Jan Achakzai who
called on him here at the
Governor House on Thurs-
day.

During the course of
meeting, overall political
situation, ending of the eco-
nomic status quo, paving
way for international in-
vestment, promotion of
border trade and creation of
new opportunities were

discussed between the
Governor and Information
Minister.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Governor said
that economy is the base of
every society and it is fact
that positive results can’t
be produced without eco-
nomic stability.

He said that it is surely
a big challenge to bridge the
increasing gap between rich
and poor.

He regretfully pointed
out that the youth are at-
tracting towards narcotics
and lawlessness due to un-
employment and severe
poverty prevailing in the
province.  He said that the
role of media can’t be de-
nied in projecting soft im-
age of the province at the
national level.

Caretaker PM
due to arrive in

Quetta on
three-day official

visit today
Independent Report

QUETTA: The caretaker
Prime Minister, Anwarul
Haq Kakar is due to arrive
in the provincial metropo-
lis on three-day official
visit today (Friday).

During the visit, the
caretaker Prime Minister
would meet the Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Kakar and caretaker
Chief Minister, Mir Ali
Mardan Khan Domki be-
sides other dignitaries.

He would also be chair-
ing high level meetings on
the development projects
and law and order situation
in the province.

Moreover, the delega-
tions comprising tribal el-
ders and different political
parties would also be meet-
ing the caretaker Prime
Minister in Quetta.

According to the
sources, Anwarul Haq
Kakar is also expected to
visit his native area, Kan
Mehtarzai, Muslim Bagh
during the visit.

Conducting general elections
in due period responsibility
of ECP, says Akhtar Mengal

Dinner hosted by
Governor for
caretaker CM
Independent Report

QUETTA: Dinner-recep-
tion was hosted by the
Governor Balochistan,
Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar in honour of the care-
taker Chief Minister, Mir
Ali Mardan Khan Domki
and his cabinet members
here on Thursday.

The dinner was also at-
tended by the caretaker
provincial ministers and
Advisors, Chief Secretary,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, In-
spector General of Police,
Abdul Khalique Sheikh,
Additional Chief Secretary
Home, Saleh Muhammad
Nassar, Principal Secretary
to Chief Minister, Lal Jan
Jaffar, Principal Secretary
to Governor, Hashim Khan
Ghilzai and other dignitar-
ies.

CEC says

Election date discussion to
have ‘scant consequences’
due to recent law changes

Solangi, Bugti reaffirm
commitment to assist

ECP for polls

Saudi envoy
calls on Jalil
Abbas Jilani

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of Saudi
Arabia in Pakistan Nawaf
bin Said Al-Malkiy called
on Caretaker Foreign Min-
ister Jalil Abbas Jilani here
on Thursday and discussed
matters relating to mutual
interests.

The ambassador con-
gratulated the foreign min-
ister on assuming office and
conveyed best wishes on
behalf of the Saudi leader-
ship.

During the meeting,
bilateral ties, with spe-
cial emphasis on trade
and investment were dis-
cussed.

US reaffirms
support for free,

fair elections
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (INP) U.S.
Ambassador Donald Blome
on Thursday me with Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja to re-
affirm the United States’
support for free and fair
elections conducted in ac-
cordance with Pakistan’s
laws and constitution.

The Ambassador reit-
erated that choosing
Pakistan’s future leaders is
for the Pakistani people to
decide, and that the United
States remains committed
working to broaden and
deepen the U.S. Pakistan
relationship with, whom-
ever the Pakistani people
choose.

Toshakhana case till IHC order

SC adjourns hearing of
Imran petition against

his conviction

10 killed, 15
injured in

Jharak road
accident

HYDERABAD (APP): 10
people inclu ding two
women were killed while
over 15 sustained injuries
as a result of collis ion be-
tween a truck and a van
in J hark a t  Bism illah
Chowk, some 50 kilome-
ter away from here, on the
national Highway on
Thursday

Rescue officials said
that injured were shifted
to Jhark and Hyderabad
Hospitals.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan Raja
on Thursday informed the
president that the discus-
sion about selecting an elec-
tion date would have “scant
consequences” owing to re-
cent changes in the election
law.

The CEC, in  a two-
page letter addressed to
President Dr Arif Alvi, ex-
pressed the Commission’s
profound respect for the
president’s office.

“Meeting and seeking
guidance on national mat-
ters from the president has
always been regarded as an
honour, when the circum-
stances are suitable. How-
ever, the Commission’s
view is that participating in
the meeting will lead to neg-
ligible consequences.”

President Alvi wrote a
letter to CEC Sikandar Raja
on Wednesday, inviting him

for a meeting to fix a date
for general elections. He
asserted that since the Na-
tional Assembly was dis-
solved on August 9, 2023,
therefore under Article 48
(5) of the Constitution, he
(as the president) was
obliged to appoint a date
not later than 90 days from
the date of dissolution for
the holding of general elec-
tion of National Assembly.

The CEC, in his letter,
stated that since the Elec-
tions Act (Amendment)
Bill 2023 was enacted into
law, announcing the date for
polls was the sole preroga-
tive of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP).

He pointed out that
Section 57 of the Election
Act of 2017 had recently
been amended and, unlike
the previous position, now
the Commission was em-
powered to announce the
date(s) for elections.

Consultation underway
with lawyers, I will return
home soon, Nawaz Sharif

LONDON (Online):
Former Prime Minister
(PM) and PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif
said that consultation with
lawyers is underway and
he will return home soon.

Democratic system
should continue and should
not be derailed in any case,
he added.

According to media re-
ports Former Senator
Chaudhary Zafar Iqbal met
with PML-N leader Nawaz
Sharif.

While talking to media
in London, PML-N Lahore
President Saif-ul-Malook
Khokhar said that the date
of Nawaz Sharif return to
home will be decided till
Saturday.

Nawaz Sharif was
briefed about the prepara-
tions for reception and
more instructions were is-

sued by former PM.
Lac of people will

come to welcome their
leader.

It is to remember that
former PM Nawaz Sharif
while talking to media in
London said that there are
testimonies coming from
inside about Former Chief
Justices of Supreme Court.

The Chief Justice of
that time was busy in
pushing Nawaz Sharif to
wall and today efforts are
being made to save Imran
Khan.

While accusing, the
PML-N leader said that
every effort is being made
to save the person involved
in corruption from Tosha
Khana to Al-Qadir Trust.

Everyone knows that
this person is corrupt and
has destroyed the country,
he added.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
adjourned hearing of PTI
chairman petition against
his conviction in
Toshakhana case till
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) order.

A 3-member bench of
SC presided over by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Umar Ata Bandial is hear-
ing Toshakhana case.

At the inception of
hearing the CJP remarked
hearing is still underway in
IHC. Chief Justice (CJ)
IHC is hearing the case
which is appreciable. I ap-
preciate efforts of CJ. IHC
is seeing the matter. it
will be better to let IHC
give decision on this mat-
ter.

CJP Umar Ata Bandial

inquired has any one come
from Attorney General
(AG) office. We will ask
about the situation of stay-
ing of PTI chairman in jail
in today’s order. We will ask
from AG in what condition
chairman PTI has been kept
in jail.

The SC sought report
about facilities to chairman
PTI in jail.

Sardar Latif Khosa
counsel for chairman PTI
said arguments have been
given on all points in high
court.

The CJP remarked it
was your complaint that
you were not being heard.
Your all arguments have
been heard. You should
hope from IHC that it
would give decision on your
points.

Jaranwala Incident:
10 JITs constituted
for investigation

FAISALABAD (INP): To
probe into the Jaranwal in-
cident, 10 Joint Investiga-
tion Teams (JIT) were con-
stituted on Thursday.

The JITs constituted
for the investigation include
CTD, police, and CIA po-
lice officers.

Furthermore, the JIT
teams will conduct investi-
gations separately in cases
related to the Jaranwala in-
cidents.

Earlier on the day, the
police claimed to have ar-
rested 17 more suspects in
the Jaranwala incident af-
ter geofencing.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Ministers for In-
terior and Information and
Broadcasting Sarfraz Bugti
and Murtaza Solangi on
Thursday reaffirmed the
government’s commitment
to assist the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
in holding General Elec-
tions.

The ministers ex-
pressed the resolve during
a meeting held here at the
Ministry of Interior.

Upon arrival at the
Ministry, the minister for
interior accorded warm wel-
come to Murataz Solangi.

During the meeting,
both the ministers dis-

cussed matters related to
the assistance of the ECP
in conducting the general
elections in the country.

They also discussed
the overall situation in the
country.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Murtaza
Solangi on Thursday said
the government would hold
the general election in ac-
cordance with the time-line
of the Election Commission
of Pakistan. “The election
will be conducted on the
date which the Election
Commission will an-
nounce,” the minister said
while talking to the media.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for In-
terior Sarfraz Ahmad Bugti in a meeting with the
Caretaker Federal Minister for Information
Murtaza Solangi.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The President
Balochistan National Party
(BNP), Sardar Akh tar
Mengal has stated that it is
constitutional responsibil-
ity of the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) to
conduct general elections in
the country, it is to  see
whether it complies with its
constitutional obligation.

He expressed his con-
cern over the decrease in
population of the province
in the recent population
census as during the meet-
ing of Council of Common
Interests (CCI) as a
“highhandedness” with the
province.

The BNP chief was ad-
dressing a news conference
at a local restaurant here on
Thursday.

A senior lawyer Raja
Jawad Advocate announced

to join the BNP along with
his companions. Also
present in the press confer-
ence were the central
deputy secretary general of
BNP, Malik Naseer Ahmed
Shahwani, central Finance
secretary and former MPA,
Akhtar Hussain Langove,
former MPA Ms. Shakeela
Naveed Dehwar, Musa
Baloch, Ghulam Nabi Marri
and other leaders.

Sardar Akhtar Mengal
said that Balochistan is like
an orphan child, whom ev-
eryone tries to loot, but no
one gives shelter or care.

He said that the popu-
lation of Balochistan was
increased in  the recent
population census to some
extent, but it was decreased
by 7 million by calling an
emergent meeting of the
CCI.

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar being briefed during his visit to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Finance Minister Amjad Rasheed meeting
with caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki

QUETTA: Caretaker Provincial Information Minister Jan Achakzai inspecting electronic monitoring room during his visit to
DGPR. Secretary Information Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat and DGPR Kamran Asad are also present

KARACHI: Commander Karachi Rear Admiral
Muhammad Saleem formally opens 2nd Chief of
the Naval Staff All Pakistan Squash Championship
was held at Pakistan Navy Roshan Khan Jahangir
Khan Squash Complex, Karachi

the mission, he had con-
cerns about the strength of
the wire the cable car was
dangling on.

He said the car was
hanging merely on nut bolts
which was also at the risk
of splitting for supporting
a heavy weight of eight
people. However, he took
up the challenge with a pas-
sion for saving human lives.

He was hurriedly flown
by the Pakistan Army who
carried out the daring task
after the helicopter opera-
tion was called off when it
got dark. Swati, who him-
self runs the “world’s high-
est” zipline in Kaghan, said
prior to launching the op-
eration, they instructed the
trapped passengers about
the safety gear.

PM commends heroes....Continued from page 1

Referring to the mar-
tyrdom of security person-
nel in South Waziristan, the
prime minister said that
those trying to obstruct the
State’s functioning through
their ill intentions must re-
move their misunderstand-
ing.

He reiterated that the
nation would never forget
the sacrifices of the martyrs
of the war against terrorism,
including politicians, police
services, Pakistan Army,
journalists, PAF (Pakistan
Air Force), and common
citizens.

“This is our home. We
know how to run it,” he re-
marked.

The prime minister said

the pains of the terror vic-
tims’ families could not be
expressed in words.

He said the salaries be-
ing given to the security
forces personnel were just
meant to suffice their needs
as their sacrifices could only
be recognized through re-
spect. “We revere them. We
respect them,” he com-
mented.

Prime Minister Kakar
reassured that the state af-
fairs were in the hands of
highly capable individuals.
The caretaker setup had lim-
ited time and mandate to fa-
cilitate the forthcoming gen-
eral elections, he added.

Earlier, the prime min-
ister also distributed com-

mendation certificates
among the security forces
personnel as well as the lo-
cal experts who took part in
the rescue operation. The
rescued children, who also
attended the event, were also
given souvenirs.

In his address, Chair-
man of the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) Lt. General Inam
Haider Malik said the effec-
tive coordination among all
relevant departments led to
the success of the difficult
operation.

He said the safety au-
dit of all the cable cars in
the region had been ordered
and a report would be pre-
sented to the prime minis-

ter. He, however,
emphasised the capacity
building of the local rescue
departments to deal with
such emergency situations,
which, he said, was also
being worked out.

Caretaker federal min-
isters Murtaza Solangi,
Jalil Abbas Jilani, Jamal
Shah, Sarfaraz Bugti,
Anwar Ali Hyder, Ijaz
Gohar and Madad Ali
Sindhi also attended the cer-
emony.

Fear of wire, car break-
age

Talking to  APP, Ali
Swati, the local expert who
rescued the trapped pas-
sengers through the zipline,
said that while carrying out

He said that the prov-
ince was always exploited
in the name of least popu-
lation in the country. We
had never objected to any
population census in the
past, and it was the only
census in which all politi-
cal parties of the province
wholeheartedly took part.

But, population of the
province was reduced with
stroke of a pen in the cen-
sus, adding he regretfully
pointed out.

He said that the re-
sponsibility  of reducing
population of the province
rests with former Chief
Minister Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo and Chairman Sen-
ate, Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani.

He charged that Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo was
called in Islamabad through
“Food Panda” or “Parcel”
for signing in the CCI meet-
ing.

Sardar Akhtar Mengal
said that the praise is done
on highlighting issues of the
province in the parliament,
but practical steps are not
taken for resolving them.

Referring the no-confi-
dence move against former
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and former Chief Minister
Balochistan, Jam Kamal
Khan, the BNP chief said
that it was a democratic
move. We took the demo-
cratic step against the PTI
government for lack of
implementation on the writ-
ten agreement and against
Jam Kamal on attacking the
then MPAs with armored
vehicles.

Earlier, the BNP chief
welcomed Raja Jawad Ad-
vocate in the party and said
that it is a good omen that
the people are joining the
party in the prevailing cir-
cumstances. He said that
joining of Raja Jawad and
his companions in the party
is a message for everyone.

Conducting general elections...
Continued from page 1

PM briefed on foreign
policy of Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar vis-
ited the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs on Thursday
and received a briefing on
the foreign policy of Paki-
stan.

Upon arrival at the min-
istry, the prime minister
was received by Caretaker
Foreign  Minister Jalil
Abbas Jilani and senior of-
ficers. Foreign Secretary
Muhammad Syrus Sajjad
Qazi briefed the prime min-
ister about the country’s
foreign policy. The briefing
covered Pakistan’s external
relations, the working of the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, recent efforts to
strengthen diplomatic ties
with other countries, and
priorities for the future, es-
pecially in view of the re-
gional and global develop-
ments.

The prime minister

was apprised of the steps
being taken by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs in
coordination with the min-
istries and departments
concerned, to facilitate the
Pakistani diaspora working
and residing abroad. The
need for close coordination
between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and all other
national stakeholders was
discussed with a view to
ensuring the synergetic and
holistic pursuit of
Pakistan’s foreign policy
objectives, security, trade
and economic objectives.

PM Kakar shared his
vision for a dynamic foreign
policy and for strengthen-
ing Pakistan’s relationships
with other countries. He
gave specific directions on
different aspects of the for-
eign policy, with particular
reference to facilitation of
and engagement with the
Pakistani diaspora.

Bilawal Bhutto calls PPP
CEC meeting in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): PPP Chairman and former foreign
minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has called a meeting of
the party’s Central Executive Committee (CEC) in
Karachi on Friday.

Party members from all over the country including
Punjab have been invited to the CEC meeting and they
were directed to attend the CEC meeting in their personal
capacity. No CEC member will take part in the meeting
through video link.

PPP Lahore President Ch Aslam Gill and Women
Wing Punjab President Samina Khalid Ghurki will par-
ticipate in the CEC meeting.

National Assembly Speaker and PPP Punjab Presi-
dent Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, Qamar Zaman Kaira, Syed
Hassan Murtaza, Chaudhry Manzoor, Tasneed Qureshi
and others will also be in attendance.

ECP prioritizes fair play,
timely election in

inaugural roadmap meeting
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has un-
derscored its commitment
to ensuring equal opportu-
nities for all political par-
ties in the upcoming elec-
tions and stressed the
timely conduct of the elec-
tions as well as the need to
uphold transparency
throughout the process.

In the inaugural meet-
ing focused on discussing
the election roadmap, the
commission, under the guid-
ance of Chief Election Com-
missioner Sikandar Sultan
Raja, engaged in discussions
with the delegates from Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F).

Furthermore, the com-
mission committed to main-
taining an ongoing dialogue
with other major political
parties.

Besides the Election

Commission members, the
meeting included the in-
volvement of the Election
Commission Secretary and
other senior officials.

The PTI delegation,
composed of Dr. Babar
Awan, Barrister Ali Zafar,
Umair Niazi, and Ali
Muhammad Khan (via
video link), highlighted the
constitutional obligation to
hold elections within 90
days. They asserted that
constituency delimitation
isn’t presently required.
Their requests encompass
the immediate release of
detained party members,
the authorization to hold
political rallies, and the eq-
uitable provision of politi-
cal opportunities for PTI,
akin to other parties.

The JUI-F delegation,
led by Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haidari,
Jalaluddin, Maulana
Darwish, Kamran Murtaza

(via video link) and other
members, emphasized that
while the constitutional ob-
ligation for holding elections
is undeniable, they sug-
gested that given the offi-
cial publication of census
results, the Election Com-
mission should prioritize
concluding the constituency
delimitation process. This
would ensure comprehen-
sive facilitation for all po-
litical parties, candidates,
and voters in the forthcom-
ing elections.

They further said that
according to the new cen-
sus, the correct registration
of voters in the electoral
rolls should be ensured by
the Election Commission
before the election, and the
lists of more polling sta-
tions should also be cor-
rected and impartial and
honest returning officers
and district returning offic-
ers.

Faith leaders hail Pakistan’s
pledge to hold perpetrators of

Jaranwala incident accountable
WASHINGTON (APP):
Speakers at a meeting of
representatives of all faiths
held at the Pakistan Em-
bassy have expressed sat-
isfaction at the commit-
ment shown at the highest
level in Pakistan to bring
those responsible for the
deadly Jaranwala incident
to justice and to compen-
sate those affected.

“August 16 was a dark
day for Pakistan; it was a
conspiracy to disrupt so-
cial harmony and religious
bonds between followers of
two faiths,” Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the United
States, Masood Khan, told
the gathering on Wednes-
day.

He said that the entire
leadership of Pakistan and
civil society had strongly
condemned the incident,
and stood by Christian
brothers and sisters who

suffered from arson and
vandalism.

US Ambassador-at-
Large for International Re-
ligious Freedom Rashad
Hussain also condemned
the incident and expressed
the deepest condolences on
behalf of Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and the
United States government.

“Pakistan is a place
that is very dear to my heart
... my family is  from
Lahore. It is such a beauti-
ful country in so many re-
spects,” the US diplomat
said. “To me it hurts when
I see an event that doesn’t
represent the beauty of Pa-
kistan, true values of Paki-
stani people.”

He called for working
together and to consider
ways and means to prevent
misuse of laws to stop such
incidents.

“Beyond the laws that

are on books, we have to
create a climate in which all
people can practice their
religion freely, without fear
of persecution; without
fear of violence, because that
is something that we all
share,” Ambassador
Hussain said.

Pakistani-American
Christian leaders and rep-
resentatives of other faiths
also thanked the govern-
ment for its pledge to pro-
tect the minorities and ex-
pressed solidarity with the
affected Jaranwala commu-
nity.

Ilyas Masih, Director
of the All Neighbours’ As-
sociation, underscored the
teachings of the Holy
Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him) and the Quaid-i-
Azam’s vision, saying the
Constitution of Pakistan
guaranteed freedom of reli-
gion to all people.

In his remarks, Ambas-
sador Masood Khan
thanked lyas Masih and his
Association for its efforts
to promote interfaith har-
mony.

He also thanked the
participants expressing
solidarity and reiterating
strong commitment to-
wards the cause of promot-
ing greater understanding
among the followers of vari-
ous religions and societies.

All Pakistan Squash
Championship kicks off
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 2nd CNS All Pakistan
Squash Championship
2023 kicked off at Pakistan
Navy Roshan Khan
Jahangir Khan Squash
Complex, Fleet Club,
Saddar Karachi on Thurs-
day.

The chief guest at the
opening ceremony of 2nd
CNS All Pakistan Men &
Women Squash Champion-
ship 2023 was Rear Admi-
ral Muhammed Saleem
HI(M) Commander
Karachi, while Commodore
Tauqeer Ahmed Khawaja
SI(M) Tournament Direc-
tor and Hokey Olympian
Islahuddin Siddique were
also present, said a press
release.

In Men’s 1st Round,
Top Half Nasir Iqbal
(WAPDA) bt Q4 Zain
Ramzan (PB) 12-10, 12-10,
11-2 (23 mins); Mehmood
Mehboob (PB) bt Talha
Saeed (Sindh) 11-5, 11-4,
11-7 (26 mins); Khushal
Riaz (KP) bt Muhammed
Ali W\C (Navy) 8-11, 11-
7, 11-8, 2-11, 11-9 (40
mins); Farhan Mehboob
(WAPDA) bt [3]Saddam ul
Haq (Army) 11-3, 11-4,
11-4 (23 mins).

In Bottom Half, Azlan
Khawar (PB) bt [4] Bilal
Zakir (Army) 11-7, 9-11,

13-11, 8-11, 8-3 Rt. ht. (45
mins); Israr Ahmed
(SNGPL) bt Q1 Abdullah
Nawaz ((KP) 11-7, 11-8, 7-
11, 11-4 (36 mins); Anas
Khan (Navy) bt [5]Tayyab
Aslam (SNGPL) 11-6, 6-2
Rt. ht. (12 mins); Waqar
Mehboob (KP) bt Khakan
Malik (PB) 11-5, 11-7, 11-
4 (26 mins).

In Women’s 1st Round,
Top Half, Noor ul Ain
(WAPDA) bt Ilsa Imran
(Sindh) 11-1, 11-1, 11-6 (11
mins); Saima Shukat
(WAPDA) bt Q2 Sehrish
Ali (Sindh) 11-9, 11-6, 9-
11, 11-8 (26 mins); Komal
Khan (WAPDA) bt Q4
Aina Shaikh (Sindh) 11-8,
11-2, 11-7 (13 mins);
Mehwish Ali (WAPDA) bt
Mahnoor Ali (Sindh) 12-10,
11-9, 11-7 (21 mins).

In  Bottom Half,
Roshna Mehboob (PB) bt
Q1 Amna Malik (Army)
11-7, 11-5, 12-10 (23 mins);
Mariam Malik (Army) bt
Sameera Shahid (Navy) 11-
2, 11-5, 11-6 (11 mins);
Anam Mustafa (Sindh) bt
Umme Kulsoom (KP) 11-
5, 11-5, 11-4 (15 mins);
Zaynab Khan (Army) bt
Q3 Sana Bahadar (Army)
11-4, 11-8, 11-9 (17 mins).

Tomorrow’s Fixture
Friday: Main Draw Men’s
Quarter Final Round

Pakistan outplay
England in

World Blind
Games

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan downed England by
six wickets in the cricket
event of the IBSA World
Blind Games at Birming-
ham, United Kingdom
(UK).

England won the toss
and decided to bat first.
Pakistan’s bowlers dis-
played exceptional skill,
preventing the English bats-
men from finding their
rhythm and accumulating
runs freely.

England’s batting
lineup was dismantled, lead-
ing to their dismissal at a
total of 103 runs in  18
overs. Among the top con-
tributors, Luke Sugg man-
aged 25 runs while Matt
Dean secured 13 runs. No-
tably, Shahzaib Haider
stood out as the standout
bowler, clinching four wick-
ets, supported by
Muhammad Shahzeb and
Mohsin Khan with two and
one wickets, respectively.

In response, Pakistan
achieved the required target
within 9.4 overs, for four
wickets.

Nisar Ali shone as the
top scorer with an impres-
sive 35 runs off 17 balls,
while Matiullah contrib-
uted 22 runs.

Ed Hossell, Jones, and
Ahmed each managed to
claim a wicket a piece for
the English side.

This victory marked
Pakistan’s success in all four
league games, positioning
them at the forefront of the
points table and guarantee-
ing their spot in the final.
The upcoming eliminator
match was anticipated to be
between the second-ranked
India and the third-ranked
team, the latter to be deter-
mined following the out-
come of the Australia-
Bangladesh game.

PM assures of all steps for
progress of Gilgit Baltistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
Thursday held a meeting
with Gilgit-Baltistan Chief
Minister Gulbar Khan and
discussed issues of mutual
interest. The chief minister
congratulated the prime
minister on assuming the
office and expressed his best
wishes for him.

The prime minister
said Gilgit-Baltistan had
great potential for tourism
which was not fully ex-
ploited. The Federal Gov-
ernment was taking all pos-
sible measures for resolv-
ing the issues of Gilgit
Baltistan and for progress
of its people.

The chief minister in-
vited the prime minister for

a visit to Gilgit-Baltistan
and for addressing the as-
sembly of the region.

While accepting the in-
vitation, the PM said he
would soon undertake the
visit and would meet with
the students of Gilgit-
Baltistan University. He
said the GB people were
very hospitable and he was
a witness of it many times.

The chief minister in-
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Planning and Development
Muhammad Sami Saeed chairing a meeting to review social sector initiatives.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iraq to Pakistan H.E. Hamid Abbas Lafta called
on Adviser to Prime Minister on Aviation Air Marshal (R) Farhat Hussain
Khan at Ministry of Aviation.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister Madad Ali Sindhi paid a surprise
visit to Islamabad College for Girls ICG F-6/2.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani exchanging views with Dr. Nadeem
Jan, Caretaker Federal Minister for Health during
meeting held at Parliament House in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan
Gulbar Khan calls on Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: A view of the heavy machinery on
the sight of the Khayaban-e-Margalla as the
construction work of next part is being completing
very efficiently in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Co-Founder Carnelian and School
of Leadership  Kamran Rizvi speaks during the
seminar entitled “ Breaking  the Silence” at local
hotel in Federal Capital.

ICT admin
clears

encroachments,
held 5 person

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) administration held
five persons hampering pe-
destrian movement during
its ongoing anti-encroach-
ment drive across the city,
said its spokesperson here
on Thursday.

He said all the assis-
tant commissioners were
directed to clear pathways
in markets and public places
following Deputy Com-
missioner Irfan Nawaz
Memon’s direction for
hassle-free movement of
visitors into the markets.

Meanwhile, in another
action against profiteers,
the assistant commission-
ers scrutinized 100 loca-
tions, resulting in fines of
Rs15,500 to vendors for
not displaying an official
rate list and selling edible
items at exorbitant rates.

Similarly, the ICT
teams also sealed an unau-
thorized LPG filling, be-
sides confiscating 28 kg of
polythene bags , the
spokesman added.

PMD
forecasts rain

for various
parts of country
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) Thurs-
day forecast rain-wind/
thundershower for Potohar
region, Islamabad, Upper
and Central Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Gilgit Baltistan and Kash-
mir during the next 24
hours.

Heavy falls may also
occur at isolated places in
Potohar region, Islamabad,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Kashmir and Upper Punjab
during the period.

Hot and humid
weather is expected in other
parts of the country.

According to the syn-
optic Situation, monsoon
currents from Arabian Sea
and Bay of Bengal are pen-
etrating in upper parts of
the country.

A westerly wave has
started affecting upper and
central parts.

During the last 24
hours, the weather remained
hot and humid in other
parts of the country.

However, rainfall oc-
curred in  Punjab was
Islamabad (Saidpur 37mm,
Golra 23, Zero Point 17,
Airport 16, Bokra 03),
Rawalpindi (Shamsabad 37,
Chaklala 22), Mangla 20,
Murree 04, Attock 03.

Pakistan’s public sector covers
only 20% in health, rest borne

by private sector: Speakers

Modi govt fleecing people
of Jammu in name of
toll taxes: Mehbooba

Sarfraz Bugti says:

Won’t allow
conspirators to

damage country
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Interior Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti on Thursday stated
that the interim government
would not allow any con-
spirators to damage the
country and if anyone tried
to take the law into their
own hands would be dealt
with iron hands.

“The law will take its
course as it is the responsi-
bility of the state to main-
tain law and order”, he said
while talking to a private
news channel.

He said that for a bet-
ter future for Pakistan, the
federation, provinces, and
all political parties should
unite against terrorism, add-
ing, that we would not rest
until terrorism is eradicated
and will try to control ter-
rorism despite the many
challenges facing the coun-

try.
He said the whole na-

tion needs to stand united
alongside our security
forces to extirpate the men-
ace of terrorism forever.

Minister said our
armed forces are not alone
in this need of time we all
firmly stand with them and
will fight to counter terror-
ism.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he said  under the
policy, the values of peace,
tolerance, and diversity will
be promoted in the society
and social, electronic, and
print media would be used
proactively to counter vio-
lent extremism.

The minister further
reiterated the national re-
solve to eliminate terrorism
and extremism as it has
caused irreparable damage
to the country in the past.

Over 1.9m individuals
accommodated under

PBM’s initiative

Education Minister directs
to release funds to ICG
F-6/2 for maintenance

Secretary Planning reviews
performance of NDRMF,

technical assistance

Minister for National
Health holds meeting
with Chairman Senate

SC allows the girl to go
with her husband in alleged
kidnapping, marriage case

Contempt of
court case:

IHC accepts
unconditional
apology from
police officers
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) has accepted uncon-
ditional apology of the po-
lice officers in contempt of
court case for appearing in
court without making
preparations in important
cases.

The court withdrew
the contempt of court show
cause notices against SP
police and SDPO Industrial
area .

A single bench of IHC
led by Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri took
up the case for hearing
Thursday. SP and SDPO
have filed written reply
under court’s orders.

Justice Tariq Jahangiri
remarked ‘ you are young
officers. The court does not
want to ruin your career.
This is not appropriate that
I say I will send SP or IG to
jail. If I impose contempt
of court on you then your
career will be ruined.

Justice Tariq Jahangiri
remarked Investigation of-
ficers don’ t work. You
should tell how the system
will be corrected. Such in-
cident can occur with any
relative of mine and yours
tomorrow. The police sta-
tion is located nearby high
court but the record has not
been produced so far.

The learned judge re-
marked should we let any
person to remain in jail due
to non bringing of record by
investigation officer.

30 new Covid
cases reported

in last week
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Health officials on Thurs-
day said that 30 new
coronavirus cases were re-
ported during the last week
across the country.

As per the data
shared by the National
Institute of Health (NIH),
the case positivity ratio
was 0.39 per cent while
two patients were in criti-
cal condition.

No death was re-
ported from the
coronavirus last week while
7,676 Covid-19 tests were
conducted.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The President of the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK),
Mehbooba Mufti, has
voiced her concerns regard-
ing the toll taxes levied at
Sarore in Jammu.

Mehbooba Mufti in a
tweet said the Indian gov-
ernment is fleecing the
people of Jammu by extort-
ing exorbitant sums of
money in the guise of toll

taxes at Sarore. She said,
protests are being carried
out against this anti-people
action yet there is no re-
sponse or redressal in sight,
KMS reported.

She said the toll tax
mafia is getting away with
it because it seems to have
the tacit approval of the
powers that be.

She urged the Indian
Minister for Road Trans-
port and Highways, Nitin
Gadkari, to look into the
situation.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has or-
dered due to her own will-
ingness the girl is allowed
to go with her husband in
an alleged abduction and
marriage of underage girl
case.

A two members bench
of SC comprising Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Umar Ata Bandial and Jus-
tice Athar Minallah issued
the order on Thursday.

The medical report of
affected girl was presented
before the SC.

The investigation of-
ficer told the court Farzana
Bibi has now become about
18 years old.

The CJP inquired
from affected girl is she liv-
ing with her parents.

Farzana Bibi said she
is living with her parents

but she wants to live with
her husband.

The CJP remarked
what incident happened, it
is sorrowful. But their mar-
riage has taken place. The
affected girl wants to go
with her husband. If order
is given for initiation of ac-
tion against the husband
then future of both of them
will stand ruined.

The court remarked
now they have two chil-
dren. The court also or-
dered to hand over the two
children to the husband of
the girl.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that during previ-
ous hearing the SC had
handed over the affected girl
and her two daughters to
the petitioner father of the
girl till the completion of
investigation.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary Ministry of Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives Syed
Zafar Ali Shah on Thurs-
day chaired a meeting to
review the performance of
the National Disaster Risk
Management Fund
(NDRMF) and its key activi-
ties. The performance was
reviewed during a meeting
with the delegation of Word
Bank (WB) in which the tech-
nical assistance on various
projects was also discussed,
a news release said.

The meeting was at-
tended by Lead Disaster
Risk Management (DRM)
Specialist WB Raja Rehan
Arshad, NDRMF Chief
Executive Officer Bilal
Anwar and Company Sec-
retary Muhammad Mehran
Afzal, and Member Climate
Change and Food Security
at the Planning Commission

Nadia Rehman.
The meeting also dis-

cussed the four strategic
pillars of NDRMF, which
include Disaster Risk Re-
duction (DRR), Climate
Change/Climate Finance,
Knowledge Creation &
Communication, and Disas-
ter Response & Resilient
Recovery. During the meet-
ing, the technical assistance
on setting up an agreeing
Green Financing Bureau to
tap green funds was dis-
cussed. The technical assis-
tance for the Ministry of
Climate Change with ideas
to follow up on the National
Adaptation Plan (NAP) was
also agreed upon after due
discussion. Secretary Planning
Syed Zafar Ali Shah said that
the floods-2022 had affected
the country badly, following
which a Resilient Recovery,
Rehabilitation and Recon-
struction Framework.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at the first-
ever national health security
workshop held here on
Thursday said in Pakistan,
public sector covered only
20 percent in health, and
rest of the 80 percent was
borne by the private sector
that demanded a public-pri-
vate partnership to harness
and limit private sector
through an effective way of
utilizing the private sector.

A one-day workshop
on Health Security was
jointly  organised by
Islamabad Policy Research
Institute (IPRI) and
SehatSahulat Program
(SSP) where health profes-
sional and experts high-
lighted the present status of
healthcare in Pakistan, and
stressed upon the need for
making it a universal service
across the country, a news
release said.

The participants
were: Dr Nadeem Jan, Fed-
eral Minister for Health; Dr
Abdul Bari Khan, CEO
Indus Hospital Network;
Hassan Akbar, senior
policy specialist NSD; and
Muhammad Arshad, CEO
Federal SehatSahulat Pro-
gram (SSP).

Among others were Dr
Shahzad Ali Khan, Vice-
Chancellor Health Services
Academy; Lt Gen ® Asif
Sukhera, Vice-Chancellor
Mohiud-din Islamic Uni-

versity; Dr Zakiuddin
Ahmed, Executive Director
Ripah Institute of Health
Care Improvement and
Safety; Dr Faisal Sultan,
former SAPM on NHS and
Maj Ren ® Aamer Ikram,
former Executive Director
NIH.

President IPRI Amb.
Dr Raza Muhammad
opened the discourse, and
pointed out at the need for
pooling in more resources
and making healthcare an
assured entity in national
life.

The distingu ished
panel was of the view that
no security is  complete
without human security,
and no human security is
possible without health se-
curity.

“Without good health,
every blessing becomes
tasteless,” it was noted.

It has been a low so-
cial agenda and it should be
prioritised.

The citizens should
also highlight the impor-
tance of health security, es-
pecially, when an election
is around the corner and
parties would be boosting
their election manifestos.

The workshop was
told that four essentials of
health security are manda-
tory: coverage, quality, eq-
uity, and efficiency.

They said  that the
problem was not always

about funding and re-
sources. Immunization and
healthy life style should be
secured instead of securing
the diseases.

Ensuring availability
of a healthy environment
and organic food is vital to
health security.

Pakistanis are living in
a sick care system. Doctors
have become medical man-
agers where they react to
the diseases and treat them
instead of intervening and
stopping their origin.

The experts were of
the view that patient safety
and quality treatment is not
about technology and fund-
ing only, but a more hu-
mane attitude toward the
patients and the diseases.

Dr Abdul Bari argued
that the creation of an ef-
fective safety net is essen-
tial to support vulnerable
populations.

The workshop was
informed that Pakistan is
planning a Global Health
Security Summit in Octo-
ber and November this year
to work towards a Global
Heath Security Charter, in-
cluding a financial support
mechanism at global and re-
gional level to support vul-
nerable nations in times of
health crisis.

Hasan Akbar empha-
sized on technological
adoption for better health
security prospects.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM)
Shelter Homes and Roti Sab
Key Liye program pro-
vided lodging for approxi-
mately 1.9 million people
between May 2022 to
March 2023, an official
document revealed on
Thursday.

Giving a breakup of
1.9 million, the document
indicated that Shelter
Homes and the Roti Sab
Key Liye program facili-
tated lodging for approxi-

mately 0.309 million indi-
viduals and provided meal
services for around 1.592
million people during the
period. “PBM manages 28
Shelter Homes across the
country and also has 28
operational Roti Sab Key
Liye food vehicles to dis-
tribute meals.”

“Likewise, the Roti
Sab Kiye food vehicles
have supplied meals to 1.44
people along diverse routes
within prominent cities,” it
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for Education and Profes-
sional Training Madad Ali
Sindhi directed the relevant
officials to immediately re-
lease funds for the mainte-
nance of Islamabad College
for Girls (ICG) F-6/2, here
Thursday.

During a surprise visit,
the minister expressed sat-
isfaction with the infra-
structure and gave direc-
tions regarding the issuance
of funds for maintenance
purposes.

The minister ex-
pressed astonishment that
in the same sector, the con-

dition of one school was
bad and the other was good.

Despite all the facili-
ties, only one position in
the intermediate result an-
nounced the other day was
from Federal Directorate of
Education (FDE) run col-
leges.

This college was es-
tablished in 1968 but still
could not achieve the re-
quired results.

The minister called for
a briefing from FDE offi-
cials to know the reasons
and decide on a future
course of action so that
these issues could be re-
solved immediately.

Aneeq for socioeconomic,
ethical issues solutions in
light of Quran, Sunnah

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for Re-
ligious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Aneeq Ahmed on
Thursday urged the reli-
gious scholars to present
solutions for socioeco-
nomic and ethical challenges
through the lens of the
Quran and Sunnah.

A delegation of promi-
nent religious scholars
called on the minister which
resulted in insightful dis-
cussions on various na-
tional issues.

Minister Aneeq
Ahmed expressed his aim
to contribute positively
during his tenure at the min-
istry, emphasizing his deep
connection with the Quran
and Sunnah and his respect
for esteemed scholars.

He revealed that the
nationwide conference on

Seerat-un-Nabi (Peace Be
Upon Him) would be con-
vened this year on the 12th

of Rabi-ul-Awwal, promot-
ing religious unity and un-
derstanding.

However, the authors
who would contribute sig-
nificantly to the annual com-
petition in Seerat literature,
articles, and Naat to be re-
warded with accolades and
recognition, he said adding
that the practice of inviting
scholars to write on vari-
ous societal issues through
the lens of Seerat continued
every year.

Religious scholars
highlighted that Seerat lit-
erature competitions pro-
vided valuable support for
the propagation of the
teachings  of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be
Upon Him) as these com-

petitions are a commend-
able initiative by the minis-
try.

The meeting was at-
tended by Council of Is-
lamic Ideology Chairman
Dr. Qibla Ayaz, Professor
Dr Jameela Shaukat, Dr
Ikram ul Haq Yasir, Profes-
sor Baqir Khakwani, Dr
Sahibzada Sajjad ur
Rahman, Dr Muhiuddin
Hashmi, Dr Muhammad
Ilyas, Dr. Muhammad
Sajjad, Professor Dr. Riaz
Majeed, Dr Junaid Mughal,
and Dr Yousuf Farooqi.

In another meeting
with a delegation from the
Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committee,
Minister Aneeq Ahmed
stressed the importance of
collective efforts to pro-
mote interfaith harmony in
the country.

Islamabad police ensures
robust security measures

in high security zone
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Police is cease-
lessly dedicated to preserv-
ing law and order within the
federal capital and has en-
sured robust security mea-
sures in high -security
zones.

In a dedicated effort to
bolster security within the
high-security zone, a police
spokesperson said that per-
sonnel stationed at the
Margalla Road checkpoint
diligently carry out their
duties.

They carefully verify
the credentials of individu-
als seeking access to the
high-security zone and me-
ticulously record vehicle
information.

The high-security
zone encompasses critical
government and private in-
stitutions, diplomatic mis-
sions, and other vital assets,
emphasizing the need for
unwavering protection.

Government employ-
ees entering this zone are
now required to visibly dis-
play their departmental
identification cards.

Furthermore, indi-
viduals with business inter-
ests within this area are
strongly encouraged to
carry their necessary docu-
mentation and cooperate
fully with the on-duty per-
sonnel.

Senior officers have
issued directives to the per-
sonnel on duty, emphasiz-
ing the importance of up-
holding the highest stan-
dards of diligence and pro-
fessionalism while fostering
positive interactions with
citizens.

A sincere appeal is
made to all citizens to
promptly report any sus-
picious activities or indi-
viduals to the “Pukar-15”
helpline, a police spokes-
person added.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Caretaker Federal Minister
for National Health, Dr.
Nadeem Jan, held a meet-
ing with Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani,
at the Parliament House
today. The discussion re-
volved around the pressing
matters within the health
sector. During the meeting,
the caretaker health minis-
ter provided a comprehen-
sive overview of the health
facilities currently available
to the public. He highlighted
the effective strategies that
have been adopted to com-
bat polio in Pakistan, em-
phasizing the importance of
protection for polio work-
ers during the administra-
tion of polio vaccine.

In his remarks, Chair-
man Senate, Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani, stressed the
significance of ensuring ba-
sic health facilities across all
regions of the country. He
expressed the view that the

state has a responsibility to
provide adequate
healthcare services to its
citizens. The chairman also
called for concerted efforts
to address health disparities,
particularly in the underde-
veloped areas like
Balochistan. The eradica-
tion of polio remained a cen-
tral theme of the discussion,
with both parties reaffirm-
ing their commitment to
working collaboratively to
eliminate this debilitating
disease. Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
underscored the urgency of
this mission and urged for
effective measures to tackle
polio. The meeting also high-
lighted the need for a proac-
tive approach to prevent the
spread of diseases such as
dengue. Chairman Senate
emphasized the importance
of devising an effective strat-
egy to control and treat den-
gue, especially in areas af-
fected by recent rains.
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Battagram rescue
Tragedy was averted in KP’s
Battagram area on Tuesday
when eight individuals, mostly
children, were rescued after the
wires of their cable car snapped
high above the ground.

While all those involved in
the daring rescue effort deserve
much praise for saving lives, the
incident highlights the need for
better, safer infrastructure in
remote locations such as Allai,
where the event occurred, to
facilitate citizens.

The occupants of the cable
car were travelling to school
when the accident happened,
leaving them dangling precari-
ously several hundred feet
above a river. Combined efforts
lasting around 14 hours involv-
ing military personnel, rescue
workers, and locals were ulti-
mately successful. While ear-
lier attempts to retrieve the
stranded occupants of the car
by helicopter saw only limited
success, rescuers continued
the operation after nightfall and
brought the terrifying saga to a
close by safely retrieving all the
occupants after putting their
own lives at risk by sliding down
the remaining cables. Such
feats are often witnessed in the
movies, but these real-life he-
roes deserve the nation’s grati-
tude for their selflessness and
bravery in the face of an ex-
tremely challenging situation.

The event should prompt the
state to resolve the communi-
cation issues of communities
living in remote areas with dif-
ficult terrain, like Allai. In fact,
due to limited infrastructure
including roads and bridges,
such cable cars are often the
only practical option for travel-
ling in parts of the mountain-
ous north, especially in KP,
Gilgit-Baltistan, and Azad
Kashmir.

While safety features may
leave much to be desired —
many cable cars are built by
locals on a self-help basis —
this form of aerial transport is
a lifeline for residents of remote
valleys and hamlets.

They cut both travel time
and cost, as a road journey tak-
ing hours and costing a few
thousand rupees can be made
in a few minutes for very little
money. But the threat of an
accident is ever-present, as
Tuesday’s episode showed. In
2017, a similar accident in
Murree resulted in several
deaths.

Critical infrastructure, such
as roads and bridges, is needed
to connect settlements in re-
mote places. But if this is too
expensive, cable car systems
built and manned by profes-
sionals can be installed, with
bodies like Rescue 1122 and
PDMA, KP, hiring trained cable
car rescuers in hilly areas such
as Battagram, Shangla,
Kohistan, and Chitral for
prompt response.

The respective local admin-
istrations must ensure that
safety inspections of such
structures are an ongoing pro-
cess. Moreover, the state needs
to provide basic facilities such
as schools, clinics, etc. closer
to people’s settlements so that
they do not have to traverse
long distances and treacherous
terrain to get an education or
visit the doctor. Better telecom-
munications infrastructure can
also facilitate online learning
and telemedicine in remote
communities.

Colours of the flag

PFM Act: a missed opportunity

Another Ice Age Education trap

Ali Tauqeer Sheikh

The Christian communities
of India and Pakistan are
under attack by those rep-
resenting the saffron and
green parts of their respec-
tive flags. Saffron is particu-
larly ruthless towards poor
Muslim neighbourhoods in
India, while the green is un-
forgiving to young Hindu
girls in Sindh. Perhaps there
is no other region of the
world where the colours of
flags have been interpreted
in such exclusionary terms.

A key difference is
that while in India vigilan-
tism symbolises the state-
sponsored reign  of
Hindutva ideology, in Pa-
kistan, it shows the weak-
ness of the state that has
neither the moral compass
nor the willingness to stand
up for the rights of the vul-
nerable segments.

Equally important, we

have failed to develop a vi-
sion to lift the minorities
and other marginalised
groups from ghettos and
katchiabadis, where half the
urban population lives, to
a level where they can lead
dignified lives through in-
clusive and climate-smart
development.

We know that the
Christian minorities mostly
live in congested
neighbourhoods that are in-
formal or illegal, located on
unproductive tracts of land
in low-lying and disaster-
prone areas, mostly without
civic amenities and environ-
mental services, and often in
worse conditions than their
poor Muslim counterparts.
Without recognising these
fundamentals, the principles
of climate justice cannot be
delivered. The recently
adopted National Adapta-
tion Plan has identified sev-
eral points of intervention for
urban adaptation that can
help reduce the socioeco-
nomic and climate vulner-
abilities of such marginalised
communities.

Since the perpetrators
and victims are typically
from similar socioeconomic
backgrounds, it is impera-
tive to develop a long-term
view. Delivering fundamen-
tal rights to marginalised

groups is an intricate and
complex process requiring
multiple interventions by
various organs of the state
and other stakeholders.
Let’s see if we are prepared
to tackle the issue head-on.

The white strip  on
our flag, one-fourth of the
total, represents the exist-
ence of religious minorities
in the country. Yet, violence
against minorities in Paki-
stan started in 1948 when a
synagogue in Karachi was
torched.

The community it
represented was largely a
bystander during partition,
as were the Christians of
Jaranwala. Since then,
many minorities have faced
varying degrees of harass-
ment or outright violence:
Jews, Zoroastrians, Sikhs,
Bahais, Ahmadis, and even
Muslim sects including
Shias and occasionally
Ismailis, Bohris and Zikris.

Some groups have en-
gaged in relentless ethnic
cleansing of the Hazara
community in Balochistan.
Clearly, the white strip has
been dishonoured and
discoloured. It is now
soaked in not just the tears
but also the blood of reli-
gious minorities.

The number of minori-
ties has diminished; some

have almost disappeared. In
1951, for example, the Hin-
dus formed 22 per cent of
the population of East Pa-
kistan and 15pc of Sindh.
The minority percentage
dropped drastically in 1971
with the separation of the
eastern wing.

In Sindh, the Hindu
population has reduced to
1pc, even if the Pakistan
Hindu Council claims it is
8.7pc. But we have retained
the size of the white part
of the flag because symboli-
cally, it reflects the rights
of religious minorities, and
not necessarily their size.

According to Nadra,
there is one person who
identifies himself as Jewish
in the country. In principle,
the white colour in our flag
stands for the rights of this
single individual.

White has been inter-
preted as the colour of
peace, purity and paradise
in Islamic history. It is about
time we viewed the signifi-
cance of the white strip in
our flag in much broader
terms than just the rights
of religious minorities. The
views of minorities in our
daily lives are equally im-
portant.

A civilised society
plays a pivotal role in al-
lowing itself to become tol-

erant and accommodating
of diverse views. A minor-
ity view in the corporate
boardroom, cabinet delib-
erations, parliamentary de-
bates, or on the Supreme
Court benches, deserves no
less respect and consider-
ation than the majority
view.

While the majority
view prevails in a demo-
cratic dispensation, it can-
not deny the right of mi-
nority views to exist, nor
the space they deserve. So-
cieties become innovative
by using minority views as
sources of learning and re-
flection, sometimes for re-
morse or mid-course correc-
tion.

The delivery of the
promise of the green colour
in the flag, therefore, hinges
on the collective, consen-
sual meaning of the white
part. Regrettably, the white
strip has been violated
since the late 1970s with
policies that trivialised the
religious principles of jihad
and blasphemy.

The white in the flag
needs to be the primary
source of societal peace and
harmony. It must be based
on compassion that is in-
separably linked to truth
and justice. It must take the
form of a politics that, as

Akmal Hussain has summed
up in his newly released
book Pakistan, Institutional
Instability & Underdevel-
opment, “aims to change
the social order that system-
atically generates poverty
and inequality, and injustice
inherent in these economic
phenomena”. In Pakistan,
poverty and climate vulner-
ability are two sides of the
same coin. The Christian
colony in Jaranwala is a
prime example. Here are
four ways to give solace to
mainstream minorities. And
finally, support asset forma-
tion for poverty alleviation,
without which it is difficult
to lift people out of pov-
erty. Recent examples pro-
vide guidance. The Sindh
government is awarding land
ownership documents to
flood victims for the con-
struction of climate-proof
houses. Instead of dis-
bursing cash, the govern-
ment should give victims
of injustice land titles to
restart their lives. The for-
mation of assets can serve
as an example of affirma-
tive action in the region
through climate adapta-
tion, poverty alleviation,
empowerment, and restor-
ing dignity to the victims
of prejudice and exclusion.
-- Courtesy Dawn

F.S. Aijazuddin

Another Ice Age is spread-
ing across our continent.
The last occurred 20,000
years ago. This time it is a
political one, freezing rela-
tions between India and
Pakistan.

No one is more aware
of it than Mani Shankar
Aiyar, a former cabinet
minister, a close confidant
of Rajiv Gandhi, and a tire-
less champion of Indo-Pak
conciliation. Mani’s advo-
cacy should not be ignored,
as were once the warnings
on global warming by
former vice president Al
Gore in his documentary
An Inconvenient Truth
(2006).

Mani’s latest book
Memoirs of a Maverick
(2023) was launched in
New Delhi yesterday (Aug
23). It will have a wide read-
ership in India amongst
Congressites, less so
amongs t BJP diehards.
Even fewer copies will be
able to penetrate the saffron
curtain into Pakistan.

Mani’s memoirs cover
the first 50 years (1941-
1991) of his hyperactive life
— at Cambridge University,
then his service in the In-
dian Foreign Service (IFS)
at Brussels, Vietnam,
Baghdad, and finally as
consul general in Karachi
from 1978-1982.

Landing in Karachi in
December 1978, Mani
found the four-storeyed
Indian consulate building
on Civil Lines “dilapidated
and utterly neglected”. It
had been ravaged during the
1971 war. He started work
with two clerks deputed
from Islamabad, “huddled
into a small room with one
telephone between us”.

It was an ironic replay

of August 1947 when
Pakistan’s fledgling Foreign
Office began work in the
musty Mohatta Palace in
Karachi, using one type-
writer and thorns from kikar
bushes in lieu of paper
clips.

I first met Mani and
his wife Suneet in 1979 at
their elegant residence in
Clifton. My first book —
Pahari Paintings and Sikh
Portraits in  the Lahore
Museum — had just been
published and I called on
them with a copy as an ice-
breaker. That proved to be
the first of many meetings
— in New Delhi, Kasauli,
and Lahore.

Mani’s official remit
as consul general restricted
him to Sindh but bound-
aries could not contain his
gregarious personality nor
limit his effusive hospital-
ity. Within a year, Mani and
Suneet had made their mark
on Karachi society. They
threw “a really big party”
to which they invited ev-
eryone they knew. The
spectrum included bibulous
bon vivants who consti-
tuted the majority of their
guests, with the sobering
antidote of two Jamaat-i-
Islami MNAs for Karachi.

Mani discovered that
the demand for visas to In-
dia grew exponentially to
the numbers issued. Mani
mentions that “by Septem-
ber 1979, within six
months of our opening,
we were edging towards
one hundred thousand[.]
By the end of my term [in
1982], we had issued over
3 lakh visas”.

Mani researched a
thesis Towards a Revival
of the Pakistan Economy.
He had it reviewed by one
of Pakistan’s top econo-
mists and shared it with
his ambassador Shankar
Bajpai.

On April 3, 1979,
Mani was in Karachi, in
attendance upon the vis-
iting Indian chief of army
staff, Gen O.P. Malhotra.
Disappointed that Gen
Malhotra was received
only by a brigadier, the
following morning, on

April 4, Mani realised
why: “No higher ranking
officer was available as
they were busy hanging
Bhutto.”

Mani admits surprise
that “while the
pa--p------ers were embla-
zoned with  screaming
hea-d--lines, the streets
were subdued. There were
no rivers of blood flow-
ing[.] The revolution had
choked. Zia had got away
with murder”.

After leaving Karachi
in 1982 and quitting the
IFS, Mani began a second
career in politics. Close to
his friend Rajiv Gandhi, he
proposed to him that he
should visit Mohenjodaro
and the shrines of Shahbaz
Qalandar and Shah Abdul
Bhi-tai. Rajiv was not
convinced that this would
inspi--re an entente
cordiale between India and
Pakis-tan. Rajiv did visit
Pakistan in  1988, but
rem-ai-ned confined to the
diplomatic birdcage of
Islamabad.

Two years later, in
August 2006, Bugti was
killed in his cave “where
he was gunned down by
Musharraf ’s troops”.
Mani was told that Bugti
died with Mani’s book
pinned to his chest.

Mani’s earlier book
Pakistan’s Papers (1994)
focused on Mani’s years
as consul general, Karachi.
His latest Memoirs of a
Maverick contains a chap-
ter on those years.
Peaceniks and jingoists on
both sides of the border
should read and reread
them both.

When I die, I want to
be buried with copies of
these two books by Mani
pinned to  my chest. I
want Mani’s
“uninterruptible” words
of good neighbourliness
and peaceful coexistence
to be interred in the soil
of Pakistan. In time, the
seeds of his humanism will
germinate, allowing future
generations of more en-
lightened Indians and Pa-
kistanis to reap their har-
vest.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Nazir A. Jogezai

Power dynamics in society
influence the impact of
education on social mobil-
ity, cohesion and equality.
Power dynamics, espe-
cially in authoritarian soci-
eties, significantly shape
the societal ecology and for-
mal education system.
Cristina Groeger’s book
Education Trap challenges
the notion that access to
education combats poverty
and fosters social equity, as
education has evolved into
a form that, sadly, ‘legalises’
social inequalities.

An education system
is the product of a distinc-
tive set of historical, politi-
cal, social, cultural and eco-
nomic features, and schools
coexist with these. Educa-
tion entails all the experi-
ences individuals observe or
are a part of in society;
schooling, on the other
hand, is a designed set of
processes and experiences
for different age groups to
attain specific learning stan-
dards.

The objective of learn-
ing stems from the rel-
evance, interests and curi-
osity of learners, which are
compromised in polarised
societies. Power centres in-
fluence school-level learn-
ing experiences to maintain
class segregation. Public
and elite private schools
present stark differences in
resources, curricula, learn-
ing environments, and peda-
gogy. There are distinct
aims for each: to produce
future leaders for the latter
and obedient citizens for
the former. Likewise, reli-
gious education contributes
to their representation in
the power structure.

One may argue that
the Single National Curricu-

lum and a rebranded Paki-
stan National Curriculum
are remedies to class-based
education, but they, in fact,
fuel it further. They cannot
be equally implemented
across the country with
well-equipped schools on
the one hand, and those
with one room on the other.
The curriculum needs to be
responsive to diversity, and
the country must have a
variety of curricula along
with certain core areas, as
seen in successful education
systems elsewhere in the
world.

In a stratified educa-
tion system, devised along
vested interests, we must
determine whether or not
the policy of enrolling ev-
ery child in public schools
is a mirage.

The lack of access that
justifies the construction of
new buildings and cam-
puses to increase capacity
and employment opportu-
nities is detrimental to qual-
ity. In the calculation of the
ruling elite, brick-and-mor-
tar projects, that are visible,
will win them plaudits. The
recent approval of a law to
build a number of new uni-
versities is a relevant ex-
ample. This occurs at a time
when universities’ research
capability and knowledge
capital are in question, the
faculty of existing institu-
tions are denied salaries,
and scandals of misman-
aged universities are surfac-
ing one after the other. Re-
dundant curricula, outdated
pedagogy, and an environ-
ment where students can-
not participate meaning-
fully are the hallmark.

We need to think more
about how to facilitate
learning in schools. We
have narrowed down
learning to earning, and
high  expectations from
schooling include eco-
nomic well-being as a re-
turn on investment from
parents. Despite educa-
tion traditionally being de-
scribed in spiritual terms,
it  has turned out to be
more material in practice
and closely linked to so-
cial status and power.

Syed Asad Ali Shah

In a recurring tale of misman-
agement, governments at
various tiers in Pakistan
have frittered away trillions
of rupees on fruitless
endeavours, leaving the
populace bereft of desired
socio-economic outcomes.

Continuing my articles
on the theme of ‘creative
destruction’, aimed at fun-
damental structural changes
and improvements required
to reverse the drift to self-
destruction, this article
delves into the ramifications
of the poor state of Public
Financial Management
(PFM) in Pakistan, which
is considered a cornerstone
of effective public sector
governance.

Astonishingly, despite
serious resource constraints,
the critical issue of PFM has
remained conspicuously
unaddressed by successive
governments at both the
federal and provincial levels,

resulting in enormous waste
of taxpayers’ money and
causing huge unsustainable
fiscal deficits for decades.
Further, such deficits are
also not accurately measured
and reported to the nation.

Recognizing its critical
need, Pakistan’s quest for a
credible PFM started in the
1990s with counsel and fi-
nancial assistance from
prominent donors like the
World Bank. Over decades,
the country’s governments,
both federal and provincial,
have been purportedly
working to revamp public
financial management sys-
tems and practices.

Programmes like the
‘Project for the Improve-
ment of Financial Reporting
and Auditing’ (PIFRA),
aimed to modernize ac-
counting, budgeting, and au-
diting systems. After
completion of three phases
of the PIFRA, the federal
government established the
Financial Accounting and
Budgeting System (FASB)
under the department of the
controller general of Paki-
stan. As per its website, it
claims “FABS represents
one of the largest SAP-based
public-sector implementa-
tion of an integrated MIS in
the world. The budgets and
financial reports of federal,
provincial and district tiers

of government are processed
through FABS. Monthly
salaries, GP Fund payments
and pensions of nearly
[three] million public sector
employees and thousands
of contingent payments and
receipts of government en-
tities are also processed.”

However, notwith-
standing the above claims,
the level of automation and
implementation of SAP, de-
spite over a billion dollars in
investment in such
programmes, remains
largely restricted to a few
modules, as a significant
proportion of accounting,
budgeting, and auditing func-
tions continues to be oper-
ated manually. Most alarm-
ingly, the adoption of a ba-
sic double-entry accrual-
based accounting system,
essential for comprehensive
transaction recognition, clas-
sification and reporting,
tracking, recognition and re-
porting of public’s assets
and liabilities, has been dis-
regarded by all governments.

As a consequence, the
governments do not prepare
and report reliable financial
statements that report accu-
rate results of its policies and
actions in terms of fiscal
deficits, assets and liabili-
ties. For instance, in the
most recent budget ap-
proved by the National As-

sembly last June, the gov-
ernment reported the fiscal
deficit for FY23 (outgoing
year) as Rs5.94 trillion, but
as I reported in my budget
article, the increase in pub-
lic debt in just nine months
reported in the Economic
Survey was Rs10 trillion.
By adding the estimated ex-
penditure of the last quar-
ter, the expected increase in
public debt was around
Rs13 trillion.

A recent publication of
the State Bank of Pakistan
has now corroborated that
the increase in public debt
during FY23 was Rs12.9
trillion, while the Ministry
of Finance has recently re-
ported a further revised fig-
ure of overall fiscal deficit
of Rs7.2 trillion. There is
no reconciliation or expla-
nation of how the overall
fiscal deficit could be Rs7.2
trillion when the increase in
public debt in the same pe-
riod is Rs12.9 trillion re-
ported by SBP?

Thus, despite the stag-
gering investment of over a
billion dollars through vari-
ous programmes, over three
decades of time spent and
the passage of PFM Acts
by both parliament and
provincial assemblies, the
state of public financial
management remains desul-
tory.

The key objectives of
the PFM acts were to for-
tify management of public
finances with the view to
improve implementation
of fiscal policy for better
macroeconomic manage-
ment, clarify institutional
responsibilities related to
financial management,
strengthen budgetary man-
agement and oversight of
finances, internal controls
and cash management so as
to achieve overarching ob-
jective of reducing public
debt.

However, a review of
the state of implementation
of the above Act highlights
that significant shortcom-
ings persist in its execution,
as most of its requirements
remain unimplemented. Be-
low I have discussed just
some of the non-compliance
of the PFM Act. A similar
situation exists in the prov-
inces, not covered in this
article.

In conclusion,
Pakistan’s ongoing struggle
to overhaul its Public Fi-
nancial Management has re-
mained superficial, largely
in the hands of expensive
consultancies with very
little commitment from
those responsible for its
implementation. Despite
substantial investments of
both financial resources and

time, the nation has yet to
reap the benefits of a mod-
ernized, transparent, and
efficient PFM system.

For genuine transfor-
mation to ensue, robust
implementation, stringent
oversight, and heightened
accountability are impera-
tive, which are not possible
without genuine commit-
ment from those charged
with governance by the elec-
torate – the political lead-
ership responsible for ex-
ecutive function (the prime
minister and finance minis-
ter) and the legislature that
is responsible for appoint-
ment and accountability of
the executive.

As the nation
endeavours to recover from
its insolvency, revitalizing
its PFM framework is non-
negotiable for a prosperous
and accountable future.

For this purpose,
there is a need for an inde-
pendent review of the en-
tire spectrum of the PFM
framework at all tiers of
government – the invest-
ments made, systems de-
veloped and outcomes be-
ing produced through bud-
geting, accounting, funds
management, internal con-
trol and audit by a credible
international professional
firm.  -- Co urtesy
TheNews

It is obvious that the
recent spike in living costs
will result in higher drop-
out rates. Our traditional
response would be alter-
native learning pathways
and tuition options to
speed up the graduation
process. The current price
hike is dragging the middle
class into poverty and
parents may be unable to
afford even alternative
pathways for their off-
spring. They would rather
engage them in businesses
to earn a living because a
job after graduation is not
guaranteed.

Responsible for poor
education is also the teach-
ers’ incapability, as we at-
tract less qualified indi-
viduals to the profession.
We also find a great deal
of professional stratifica-
tion, where teaching is not
seen as a worthy career.
Teachers hardly feel com-
fortable introducing them-
selves as such, whereas
professiona ls in  other
sectors with the same or
even lower  rank have
personalised vehicle num-
ber plates and roam
around with security pro-
tocol. The system mostly
favours graduates of En-
glish-medium institutions.

Education for social
development must be
about quality. It must be
equitable. It should not be
a tool for oppression and
dominance by the elite. It
is about strengthening the
broader social system and
opening up avenues for
learning and making
choices to empower ev-
eryone. It is not about
making the masses obedi-
ent creatures, serving the
interests of the elite. We
should not forget that most
of our population com-
prises the youth, who are
vulnerable to knowledge
deficit because of an im-
poverished system of edu-
cation. That is even more
serious than a sovereign
default, as without an
educated youth, there is no
way of escaping our grim
condition.  -- Courtesy
Dawn
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LAHORE: Newly appointed British High
Commissioner to Pakistan, Jane Marriott,
presenting historical book of Governor House to
Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rahman
at Governor’s House.

PESHAWAR: KP Governor Haji Ghulam Ali presides over the meeting of PESCO Officials regarding load shedding in Peshawar
and suburb areas.

KARACHI: Consul General for the US Conrad Tribble meeting with Sindh
Governor Kamran Khan Tessori at the Governor’s House.

HYDERABAD: View of water level increasing in the Phuleli Canal while
many nearby residents evacuate from their homes due to increased water
level and over flowing canal water, in Hyderabad.

LAHORE: A group photo of Douglas John (US Consulate) with the participants
of seminar on “Principles of Extrusion and Technology for Feed and Food
Production & Financing Options.

KARACHI: Members of Employee Action
Committee District Council Karachi are holding
protest demonstration for acceptance of their
demands, held in Karachi.

SARGODHA: Students sapling plants at Khabib
Girls School and College Ground during tree
plantation campaign.

Civil Servants must execute
duties without succumbing

to external pressures: Azam
PESHAWAR (Online):
Caretaker Chief Minister
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Muhammad Azam Khan,
chaired a significant
meeting on Thursday with
high-level civil officers to
discuss the essential role of
civil servants in upholding
the principles of
meritocracy and
independence from
political influence. During
the meeting, the Chief
Minister highlighted the
timeless wisdom of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, during his address
to civil officers in Peshawar
in April 1948, who
emphasized the importance
of civil servants in
maintaining a transparent
and efficient
administration.

The meeting held at
Cabinet room of the civil
secretariat was attended by
Chief Secretary Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry,
Additional Chief Secretary
Muhammad Zubair Asghar

Qureshi, Senior Member
Board of Revenue and all
Administrative Secretaries.

The caretaker Chief
minister stressed that
government officers must
execute their duties
without succumbing to
external pressures,
ensuring that decisions are
made solely on the grounds
of competence, fairness,
and the welfare of citizens.
The Chief Minister
reaffirmed his commitment
to providing a conducive
environment for civil
officers to perform their
duties independently and
efficiently. The meeting
showcased the
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
determination to foster an
administration that
prioritizes transparency,
accountability  and the
public’s best interests.
Referring to Quaid Speech
he said that “ it  is  the
responsibility of the civil
servants to  work with
utmost dedication,

integrity, and impartiality.
They should serve the
nation without any bias,
fear, or favor.”During the
meeting Chief minister
shared insights into the
critical function of the
caretaker government in
ensuring free and fair
elections. He acknowledged
that the role of the
caretaker government is
pivotal in providing a level
playing field for all political
parties, safeguarding the
democratic righ ts of
citizens.

The Chief Minister
emphasized upon the
officers for ensuring
transparency in matters
particularly  related to
financial issues, posting/
transfers and general
administration. Chief
Minister issued directions
for prompt reporting of
corruption cases to CM
office and Chief Secretary
Office. All irregular
postings be discouraged
and looked into.

CM Sindh orders action
against medicine hoarders

KARACHI (APP):
Caretaker Sindh Chief
Minister Justice ®
Maqbool Baqar, while
taking serious notice of the
shortage of life-saving
medicines in the market,
directed the health
department to ensure the
availability  of the
medicines and take strict
action against the hoarders.

In a statement issued
here on Thursday, the chief
minister discussed the
matter of the shortage of
life-saving medicines and
the circulation of
substandard medicines in
the market with Health
Minister Dr Saad Niaz. It
was decided that the health
department would start a
campaign against the

medicine dealers involved
in hoarding.

It was also decided
that the health department
would go hard against the
manufacturers/dealers and
even stores involved in
making and selling
substandard medicines.

Justice Baqar said
that the people who were
playing with the lives of
innocent people must be
dealt with iron hands.

The chief minister
also discussed the issue of
Dengue and malaria with
the health minister. It was
decided to activate both
programs further and the
local govt was directed to
start anti-mosquito spray
in their respective areas.

The Chief Minister

took notice of a jirga held
at Ubauro, District Ghotki
to settle an old dispute of
love marriage in which a
minor girl was given as a
penalty for marriage to the
opponent party.

On the directives of
the caretaker chief
minister, the Ghotki police
arrested two accused,
Naser and Madad Bhutto,
and made efforts to arrest
other accused.The chief
minister expressed deep
sorrow over a road accident
that took place at Jhirk-
Mulakatiar Bridge which
claimed seven lives. He
directed the district
administration to help the
victims’  families and
provide proper treatment
to the injured.

Governor Punjab says:

UK is Pakistan’s
most important trade

partner in Europe
LAHORE (Online): The
newly appointed British
High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Jane Marriott,
met Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rahman here today at the
Governor’s House, Lahore.
In the meeting, issues of
mutual interest, trade and
climate change were
discussed in detail.

Speaking on this
occasion, Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that UK is
Pakistan’s most important
trade partner in Europe. He
said that Pakistan’s
inclusion in  the UK
Preferential Trade Scheme
is a welcome move, and this
will give further boost to
bilateral trade.

Governor Punjab said
that there are vast
opportunities for British
investors to  invest in
textile and agriculture

sector in Pakistan. He said
that Pakistan has been
greatly affected by climate
change, adding that last
year different parts of
country were hit by
devastating flash floods due
to climate change.

He said that climate
change is having a bad
effect on Pakistan’s
agriculture as well.
Governor Punjab said that
he is grateful for the British
government’s assistance to
the flood victims and
appreciates British
cooperation in the field of
education.

 Governor Punjab
further said that the
government believes in
giving equal rights to all
minorities according to the
constitution of Pakistan.
On this occasion, Governor
Punjab presented a
souvenir to the Bristish
High Commissioner.

Senate body informed
Establishment of EPZ

in private participation
mode under consideration

Sindh govt urged
to empower peasants,

sharecropper

DCs directed to launch
crackdown on polluters

LAHORE (APP): The
caretaker Punjab
government has issued
instructions to all deputy
commissioners to start a
crackdown on polluters for
controlling smog.

The instructions
were issued by Chief
Secretary Punjab Zahid
Akhtar Zaman while
presiding over a meeting
held at the Civil Secretariat,
here on Thursday.

The Senior Member
Board of Revenue and
secretaries of departments
concerned attended the
meeting while all divisional
commissioners and deputy
c o m m i s s i o n e r s
participated through video

link.
The chief secretary

ordered that stern action
should be taken against
stubble burning, the
industries and vehicles
causing air pollution and
special anti-smog squads be
formed in  Lahore,
Sheikhupura, Gujranwala
and Sialkot.

He said  that
preventive measures are
indispensable to overcome
the smog, adding that the
responsibilities would be
reassigned to  the
departments.

The CS mentioned
that all the departments
should make collective
efforts to control smog.

Strategy devised to
purge corruption in

LG&CD Department
LAHORE (APP): Under
the guidance of the
Provincial Minister for
Information and Local
Government Amir Mir, a
comprehensive strategy
has been devised by the
Local Government &
Community Development
(LG&CD) Department to
eradicate corruption and a
three-member committee
has been constituted to
scrutinise departmental
matters.

According to  a
spokesperson for the
department, the municipal
officers from the planning
offices of the nine zones of
Lahore have been

instructed to provide a
complete record of the
initial three months of the
ongoing fiscal year. The
record will encompass
details  of illegal
constructions, notices
issued by the local
government department,
FIRs, and demolished and
sealed buildings .
Additionally, details of
approved and unapproved
maps for commercial,
residential, and industrial
constructions in all zones
of the city, along with an
assessment of revenues and
fees collected in the past
three months are being
evaluated.

NAWABSHAH (APP):
The participants of a
policy dialogue expressed
deep concern over the
disregard for the rights and
well-being of
sharecroppers, landless
peasants, and rural
workers across all sectors
of agriculture, livestock,
and fisheries in Sindh.

This significant
discussion was organised
by the Hari Welfare
Association (HWA), which
highlighted that although
Sindh has introduced
several laws aimed at
protecting the rights of
peasants and rural workers,
however, unfortunately,
these laws have largely
remained dormant in terms
of actual execution by the
government.

The association
underscored that although
the District Vigilance
Committees were
responsible for overseeing

the enforcement of the
Sindh Bonded Labour
System Abolition Act
which has been established
and notified in 19 out of
the 29 districts of Sindh,
they remain dysfunctional.

Yaseen Morojo a PhD
scholar and lecturer of
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
University (SBBU) said
that rural women were
marginalized and deprived
of their basic rights and
there is  no health  and
safety measures and
awareness for cotton
picker women, they are
paid less than minimum
wages which against
minimum wage policy,
literacy ratio  in  rural
women

is very low, hence
there is a dire need to
educate girls.

Peasant woman
Haleema Kolhi said that
they are living in miserable
conditions.

Speakers at dialogue
highlight ways to achieve
SDGs in South Punjab

MULTAN (APP): The
Multan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) in collaboration
with South Punjab
Secretariat and the United
Nations here on Thursday
organized a dialogue to
prepare a set of
recommendations for the
provision of clean drinking
water and sanitation
facilities, youth
employment, gender
equality and to eradicate
violence against women, to
achieve the goals of
sustainable development in
South Punjab.

Representatives of
civil society, public and
private sectors,
international partners,
business community,
religious scholars and
university  students
participated in  the
dialogue.

Secretary Services
South Punjab Amjad

Shuaib Khan Tareen,
United Nations Resident
Coordinator in Pakistan
Julien Harneis, UN
Representatives Shah
Nasir Khan, Laila Rabab
Jaskani,President  Multan
Chamber of Commerce
Mian Rashid Iqbal also
participated in  the
dialogue.

Addressing on the
occasion, United Nations
Resident Coordinator for
Pakistan Julien Harneis
said that the opinions of all
the stakeholders in the
dialogue would be included
in the recommendations
and would be presented in
the international
conference on sustainable
development. He said the
UN would extend full
support for the
development of the South
Punjab.

Secretary Services
South Punjab Amjad
Shuaib Khan Tareen.

CCPO Lahore holds
meeting for making
Lahore drug-free

KARACHI (APP): The
Senate Standing Committee
on Industries and
Production Thursday was
informed that Export
Processing Zones
Authority  (EPZA) was
working on establishment
of EPZs in Private/Public
Participation Mode and
process for amendments in
the relevant ordinance was
underway.

The meeting of the
committee held here at
EPZA was presided over
by the committee
Chairperson Khalida Ateeb
while Senator Fida
Muhammad, Senator
Zeeshan Khanzada and
Senator Imam ud din
Shouqeen attended the
meeting.

Chairman EPZA Dr.
Saifuddin Junejo in his
briefing to  committee
informed that final draft of
Private/ Public
Participated EPZs Rules
2023 has already been
submitted to the ministry
of Industries and

Production while
consultation with
stakeholders was also
made.

He said that the zones
would be developed and
operated by private sector
and they would have
private boards with
representation to EPZA.

Highlighting the
importance of export sector
in overall economic
performance of a country,
he said  that EPZA was
playing a proactive role in
increasing the exports and
several incentives and
facilities were being
provided to industries and
investors in the EP zones.

The EPZA offered
industrial and trading units
exemption from custom
and other duties on import
of raw materials ,
equipment and machinery
while laws and regulations
pertaining to  import
export, foreign exchange,
labour and banking were
not applicable in the EP
zones.

LAHORE (APP): Capital
City Police Officer Lahore
Bilal Siddique Kamyana
chaired a meeting of the
Operation and
Investigation wings’
officers of the Lahore
police at his office to
review measures to make
Lahore a drug-free city.

The huddle
deliberated on steps to
rehabilitate addicts and to
clamp down on the sale of
narcotics.

The CCPO ordered a
crackdown on big fish
involved in the narcotics
trade to save the youth
from the menace. He asked
the divisional officers to
ensure stringent actions
against drug peddlers,
adding that strong
measures be taken to
remove drug peddlers from

educational institutions’
surroundings. He also
called for close monitoring
of the activities of drug
pushers by SHOs within
their jurisdictions and
suggested enhanced
collaboration with the
public prosecution
department to ensure strict
punishments for them.

The CCPO proposed
seeking the assistance of
respected scholars to
instill a societal hatred for
narcotics in alignment with
Islamic teachings. He
suggested organising
lectures against drugs in
mosques and educational
institutions to sensitise the
youth about the menace.
He also highlighted the role
of the media in saving
society from the curse of
narcotics.

Ban imposed
on rallies by

candidates of
LG elections

SWAT (APP): The district
administration Swat under
Section 144 has imposed
ban on carrying out rallies
by winning candidates of
Local Government (LG)
elections and brandishing
of arms as part of
enhancing security
measures.

According to  a
statement issued by office
of District Magistrate here
Thursday, the ban has been
imposed for a period of ten
days hence forthwith and
the violators would be
prosecuted under Section
188 of CrPC.

The District
Intelligence Coordination
Committee during its
meeting held on August 24,
also suggested imposition
of ban to avert any
untoward incident, said the
statement.

ACS South
Punjab terms

biofloc fish
farming a ‘blue

revolution’
BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Additional Chief Secretary
South Punjab Captain
(retd) Saqib Zafar has said
the pilot project of bio-floc
fish culture technology is
an important contribution
to the fisheries sector. The
pilot project of bio-floc
fish culture technology is
being completed in
Bahawalpur at a cost of Rs
18.2 million, he said while
inspecting the bio-floc fish
project here Thursday.

The Additional Chief
Secretary termed this
project ‘Blue Revolution’.
He said that with the help
of this technology, water
would be saved, pollution
would be eliminated and
the set goals for sustainable
development in the form of
green energy would also be
achieved. After the
completion of the pilot
project, this technology
will be promoted in the
fisheries sector. It will
reduce the cost of fish
farming, he added.

On this occasion, the
Deputy Director of
Fisheries told  him that
water was getting dirty due
to the fish waste in the fish
farms and some part of the
food was also wasted.
Therefore, water polluted
with fish waste and the
food is replaced. He said
that through biofloc fish
culture technology, eco-
friendly chemicals were
added to the fish farms.
With the help of chemicals,
the bacteria will eat wasted
food and after that, this
bacteria becomes food for
the fish.

GCWU Sialkot
inks MoU with

University
of Okara

SIALKOT (APP): The
Govt College Women
University  (GCWU)
Sialkot inked a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
the University of Okara to
collaborate in various areas
of academics and research.
GCWU Sialkot Vice
Chancellor (VC) Prof. Dr.
Zarin Fatima Rizvi and
Okara University  Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr.
Muhammad Wajid signed
the agreement. The
partner institutions will
work together to achieve
the United Nation’s SDGs
(Sustainable Development
Goals), facilitate students
regarding the use of
laboratories and
equipment and hostels,
organise joint lectures/
seminars/ workshops/
conferences, develop a
bilateral culture of research
and innovation .

Two men
shot dead in
Drosh Jungle

CHITRAL (APP): At least
two people were shot dead
by unknown attackers in
Shah Nigar Jungle of Drosh
area in  Lower Chitral,
police informed on
Thursday.

The police of Drosh
area said, two men
belonging to Shah Nigar
area were in Kaldam Gol
area of the Drosh jungle to
collect firewood when
unknown assailants shot
them dead.

Bodies of both the
men, identified as Ehsan
Uddin, son of Mehrab
Uddin and Ashraf Ali, son
of Gul Nayab were later
placed by the relatives on
Drosh Road, blocking it for
vehicular traffic for hours.
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ISLAMABAD: Malik Amjed Zubair, Chairman FBR calls on Dr. Gohar Ejaz Caretaker Federal Minister
for Commerce & Industries.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali held
a meeting with Prime Minister Azad Jammu and Kashmir Anwaar ul Haq.
Secretary Power Division and Chief Secretary Azad Jammu and Kashmir
were also present in the meeting.

KARACHI: Workers busy in stiching cloth at local cloth.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turkmenistan H.E.
Atadjan Movlamov called on Interim Federal
Minister for Energy Muhammad Ali.

Govt would pursue close
political & trade ties with

all major powers: Jalil

Transparent cotton trade
Commerce Ministry, FBR collaborate

to introduce Track & Trace System
Commerce Minister hails unilateral trade concession of GSP- Plus by EU

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Malik Amjed Zubair
Tiwana, Chairman of the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), met with Dr. Gohar
Ejaz, the Caretaker Federal
Minister for Commerce,
Industries, and Production.

During the meeting, it
was decided that the FBR,
in collaboration with

federal ministries and
provincial departments,
will introduce a Track and
Trace System at ginning
factories in Pakistan to
promote transparent
cotton trade.

This initiative aims to
assist the textiles and
apparel industry in
meeting the traceability

standards set by various
trading blocs, nations,
brands, and retailers
Meanwhile, Uzbekistan’s
Ambassador, Aybek Arif
Usmanov, met Dr. Gohar
Ejaz, the Caretaker Federal
Minister for Commerce &
Industries. He discussed
matters of mutual trade
interest in Islamabad.The

Minister assured the
Ambassador every
possible facilitation in
enhancing bilateral trade
and economic cooperation.

Both sides expressed
optimism about the
potential for increased
trade partnerships and
cooperation in  various
sectors.

Chinese companies to import
more meat from Pakistan

SBP issues commemorative
coin to mark 75 years of

Pak-US diplomatic relations

Pakistan earns $892mln
by exporting transport
services during FY 2023

KARACHI: Chairman Export processing Zone( EPZA) Dr. Saifuddin Junejo,
presenting shield to Chairperson Senate Standing Committee on Industries
and Production Senator Khalida Ateeb during visit of Export Processing
Zone (EPZ).

Embracing energy efficient,
renewable solutions to limit
Pakistan’s carbon footprint

SAU organizes seminar
on mango bagging for

quality production

IMF approves $7.5b
for Argentina despite

poor progress

State Life Insurance
Company agrees to continue

Health Cards facilities

Payment of 2 new
taxes now possible

through e-Pay Punjab

BEIJING (APP): These
days, the volume of meat
export is about to go up
after China allowed
Pakistani meat to  be
imported. The Chinese
government has given some
specifications and standard
operating procedures for
boiled and heat-treated
meat,” said Umair Ahmad
Khan, representative of
Hardoi Livestock and
Meat Company at
Pakistan’s first
International Food and
Agriculture Exhibition
recently held in Karachi.

The event attracted
more than 400 delegations
from 55 countries, while

China has the largest
delegation participating in
the Expo, CEN reported
on Thursday. “Many
Chinese enterprises want
to import meat, chilli and
other products from
Pakistan and are ready to
set up industrial units
there,” said Ghulam Qadir,
Commercial Counselor of
the Pakistan Embassy in
Beijing, who led a
delegation of around 110
Chinese representatives
from Beijing and
neighbouring provinces to
the expo. “China had
agreed to import meat from
Pakistan. Pakistan is all set
to start exporting boiled

meat to  the Chinese
market,” he added. At the
expo, meat booths attracted
a lot of Chinese visitors.

“Pakistan is one of
the world’s leading cattle
and buffalo producers. We
have the second-largest
population of buffaloes
and the sixth-largest cattle
population in the world. We
can produce high-quality
buffalo  meat.” Umair
Ahmad Khan, who used to
target Gulf States, Middle
Eastern states and Central
Asian countries as the main
market, is now trying to
export heat-treated meat,
frozen beef and boneless
meat to China.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan earned US
$892.890 million by
providing different
transport services in
various countries during the
current fiscal year (2022-
23) as compared to the
corresponding period of
last year.

This shows a growth
of 9.69 per cent as
compared to  $813.980
million earned through the
provision of services
during the corresponding
period of the fiscal year
(2021-22), the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

During the period
under review, the exports
of sea transport services
witnessed an increase of
74.76 per cent, going up
from $146.650 million last
year to $256.290 million
during the year under
review.

Among the sea
transport services, the
exports of freight services
surged by 38.65 per cent
from $94.610 million last
year to $131.180 million
whereas the exports of
other sea transport
services also increased by
140.41 per cent from
$52.040 million to
$125.110 million current

year, the PBS data
revealed.

The exports of air
transport services however
witnessed a decrease of
4.47 per cent, declining
from $644.160 million last
year to $615.360 million
during July-June (2022-
23).

Among the air
transport services, the
exports of passenger
services dipped by 1.65
per cent, from $427.440
million to  $420.380
million, whereas the
exports of freight services
declined by 25.10 per cent,
from $32.950 million to
$24.680 million, in
addition, the export of
other air transport services
dipped by 7.33 per cent
from $183.770 million to
$170.300 million.

Meanwhile, the
exports of road transport
services during the year
under review witnessed a
nominal decline of 1.23 per
cent by going down from
$14.660 million to $14.480
million during this year, it
added.Among the road
transport services, the
exports of freight services
increased by 4.55 percent,
from $4.180 million to
$4.370 million during the
fiscal year under review.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at the
opening plenary of the first
ever Local Conference of
Youth (LCOY Pakistan) on
Thursday said the country
should embrace a just and
clean energy transition to
ward off impending risk of
increasing carbon footprint
due to growing economy
and development.

The LCOY is an
event under the umbrella of
YOUNGO, the official
youth constituency of the
United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change
(UNFCCC).

Its aims are to be a

space to  boost youth
climate action locally and
create input into
international conferences.

It represents a
national version of the
International Conference of
Youth (COY), which takes
place immediately before
the Conference of Parties
(COP), the annual UN
Climate Change
Conference.

LCOYs are organized
under the UNFCCC and
its designated youth
constituency, known as
YOUNGO.

YOUNGO, as the
official youth constituency
within the UNFCCC.

HYDERABAD (APP):
The experts and
progressive farmers have
observed that horticulture
is being exported worth
250 billion dollars in the
world, but the benefits of
such exports is not being
achieved due to lack of
quality  and essential
export requirements.

The academia,
industry, farmers and
related organizations can
play their due role in setting
standards for exports and
they have need to work
together to improve export
quality and promote the
agriculture products in
order to  enhance the
quantum of exports, they
suggested.

They shared these
views and suggestions
while addressing the
seminar titled “Mango
Bagging for Quality
Production” here at the
Sindh Agriculture
University Tandojam on
Thursday. The seminar

was organized in
collaboration with the
Pakistan Horticulture
Development and Export
Company (PHDEC).

The Vice Chancellor
Sindh Agriculture
University Tando Jam Dr.
Fateh Marri informed  that
many countries of the
world have started moving
towards high valued
agriculture. “We also have
to promote research and
export standards to
produce our Products free
from diseases and pesticide
free in order to make a
place for our products in
the world market”, he said.

The CEO of Pakistan
Horticulture Development
and Export Company
Athar Hussain Khokhar
said, “there has been no
difference in our research
since 1950, so we are
starting research to
improve the export quality
of agricultural products in
collaboration with
academia”.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
State Life Insurance
Company on Thursday
agreed to provide services
on health facility cards by
restoring treatment on
Health Card by August 31.

In this connection the
State Life Insurance
Company has informed
Chief Executive Officer
Health Card Plus of their
decision as the premium
under the program has
increased to Rs 85.3 billion
with Rs 52 billion has been
released in premium of Rs
85.3 billion.

In the letter to  the

CEO of Health Card Plus,
the State Life Insurance
Company said  that the
company is facing a loss of
Rs 33.3 billion due to low
money return. The letter
has also included the
pending money to various
hospitals as the hospital
liabilities have also
increased by Rs 14.6
billion.

The letter says that
State Life has already been
forced to suspend hospital
claims due to  a lack of
funds and late release
compelling them to
suspend the facility.

LAHORE (APP): The e-
Pay Punjab facility,
developed by the Punjab
Information Technology
Board (PITB), in
collaboration with the
Punjab Finance
Department and 1 Link, can
now be used to pay online
30 taxes/ levies for 12
different government
departments across Punjab.
The latest taxes/ levies added
are “Highway
Procurement” and
“Building Tender
Procurement”.The latest
addition to e-Pay Punjab
portfolio,12th government

department, is the Punjab
Communication and Works
Department.This was
informed during a progress
review meeting, chaired by
PITB Chairman Faisal
Yousaf. It was also stated
that the trend of online
payment had increased
significantly as more than
3.2 million citizens had
downloaded the App so
far.Furthermore, the Punjab
government has collected a
record tax revenue of over
Rs225 billion through e-
Pay Punjab, an online
platform for collection of
government receipts.

BUENOS AIRES (INP):
The International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF)
executive board has
approved a $7.5 billion
disbursement for Argentina
despite Buenos Aires
missing key financial
targets as it grapples with
a prolonged economic
crisis, the IMF said
Wednesday.

The agreement
combines the fifth and
sixth reviews of an existing
30-month, $44 billion IMF
program, in a move aimed
at improving the South
American country’s dire
economic situation.

“Since completion of
the fourth review, key
program targets were
missed reflecting the
historic drought along with

policy slippages,” the IMF
announced in a statement.

“Against the
backdrop of high inflation
and rising balance of
payments pressures,
agreement was reached on
a new policy package
centered on rebuilding
reserves and enhancing
fiscal order,” the IMF
continued.

Argentina is dealing
with a severe economic
crisis that has seen the
inflation rate soar above
100 percent, and poverty
levels climb up to  40
percent.

W e d n e s d a y ’ s
announcement brings the
total disbursements by the
IMF to Argentina under
the arrangement to around
$36 billion.

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), on Thursday,
issued a commemorative
coin to  mark the 75t h

anniversary of the
establishment of
diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and the
United States of America.

The Rs75 coin will be
available at the exchange
counters of SBP Banking
Services Corporation from
August 25, 2023.

The commemorative
coin was issued in a
ceremony held in
Islamabad and attended by
the Foreign Secretary for
Pakistan, Muhammad
Syrus Sajjad Qazi and US
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Donald Blome, said a
statement issued here.

Governor SBP,
Jameel Ahmad, in  his
welcome address, said that
the issuance of the
commemorative coin was a
manifestation of the

importance both the
countries attach to their
relationship, and the design
of the coin signifies how
independent nations join
hands to work together for
the progress of their
people.He highlighted the
important economic ties
between the two nations,
encompassing trade,
Foreign Direct
Investments, finance and
remittances, and lauded the
deep people-to-people
connection between the
countries in various walks
of life,particularly in the
field of education.

He hoped that given
the promising future of the
fintech sector in Pakistan
and SBP’s multiple
initiatives for supporting
the same, US fintech firms
would explore and invest
in the opportunities
provided by these emerging
businesses.

Foreign Secretary
Syrus Sajjad Qazi praised

the beautiful
commemorative coin,
remarking that the national
symbols of Pakistan and
the United States of
America on the coin
highlight the democratic
roots of both countries.

Delineating the
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l
relationship between the
two countries,
encompassing trade &
investment, defence,
c o u n t e r - t e r r o r i s m ,
education, energy, climate
and health, he said that the
high-level bilateral visits
between the two countries
have helped to  further
cement the relationship.

Reiterating the
importance of the Pak-US
relationship for Pakistan,
the US and the region, the
Foreign Secretary said that
the coin would continue to
stand as an enduring
symbol of our commitment
to this long-standing
association.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Mirza
Abdul Rehman Spokesman
Businessman Penal &
Chairman of Coordination

issues was among the top
priorities of the
government. The
government is doing taken
steps for the creation of a

FPCCI Capital Office met
with caretaker Foreign
Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani
at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. During the
meeting, various issues
including the promotion of
investment in the country,
border trade, access of
Pakistani products to
global markets, increase in
exports, and activation of
Pakistani commercial
attachés’ book were
discussed. During the
meeting, the caretaker
Federal Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Jalil Abbas
Jilani, while talking to
Mirza Abdul Rehman, said
that provision of facilities
to the business community
and the resolution of their

b u s i n e s s - f r i e n d l y
environment in  the
country. Business
Community plays an
important role in  the
national economy. There
are vast investment
opportunities and a
favorable environment in
Pakistan. Steps are being
taken to  promote
investment and incentives
are also being given to
investors in this regard
Caretaker Foreign Minister
Jalil Abbas Jilani said he
would pursue close
political & trade
relationships with all major
powers including the US,
China, and European Union
(EU), better ties with India,
and further cement .

Pak total foreign
reserves reach
at $ 13.248 billion
KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan stood at US$
13,248.4 million while
reserves held by the central
bank reached at $ 7,930.5
million.

The State Bank of
Pakistan, in a statement
issued here on Thursday,
informed that SBP’s
reserves decreased by $
125 million to US$ 7,930.5
million on account of debt
repayments during the
week ended on August 18,
2023.

Meanwhile, net
foreign reserves held by
commercial banks stood at
US$ 5,317.9 million, it
added.

In the previous week
ending on August 11, 2023.

PSX turns
around to bullish

trend, gains
332 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) Wednesday turned
around to bullish trend,
gaining 332.14 points, a
positive change of 0.70
percent, closing at
47,750.77 points against
47,418.63 points the
previous trading day.

A total of
251,691,469 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 188,680,077
shares the previous day.

As many as 318
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
175 of them recorded gains
and 115 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
28 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
companies were Faysal
Bank with 21,922,419
shares at Rs 23.94 per
share; Nishat ChunPow
with 15,282,500 shares at
Rs 23.82 per share and Gul
Ahmed with 14,664,132
shares at Rs 18.82 per
share.

Mari Petroleum
witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 18.86 per
share price, closing at Rs
1,655.82, whereas the
runner-up was Bal Wheels
with an Rs 11.17 rise in its
per share price to
Rs160.07. Nestle Pakistan
witnessed a maximum
decrease of Rs 107.17 per
share.

LPG Association
chairman says
following LPG
decanting SOPs

SARGODHA (APP):
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) Industries
Association Pakistan
Chairman Irfan Khokhar
has said members of the
association were following
the standard operating
procedures (SOPs), made
by the government to
protect life and property
of citizens.Addressing a
press conference at Press
Club Sargodha here on
Thursday, he said incidents
of gas cylinder bursts were
caused by substandard and
defective gas cylinders. He
said that action would be
taken against factories
manufacturing substandard
cylinders.He said  that
according to the SOPs,
given by the
administration, there
would be no decanting of
LPG in densely populated
areas of the city as well as
near the educational
institutions, plazas,
schools, hospitals, etc. He
said shopkeepers were
setting up their businesses
in areas where there was
less populated areas to
ensure timely assistance in
case of any accident, Irfan
Khokhar said. He said that
the LPG supply was being
ensured according to the
government prices.
President LPG
Association Malik Arshad,
Rana Nadeem, Mian
Shakeel Tahir,
Muhammad Mushtaq,
Riyaz Shah and other
dealers were also present.
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Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, China’s President Xi Jinping, South Africa’s President
Cyril Ramaphosa, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
pose for a BRICS group photo during the 2023 BRICS Summit at the Sandton Convention Centre in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

The candidates at their podiums for the first Republican primary debate of
the 2024 cycle in the midwestern US city of Milwaukee.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (C) inspecting the Kumsong Tractor Fac-
tory in Nampo.

Protesters hold a banner reading “No dumping of radioactive water into the
ocean” during a rally at the intersection in Okuma-machi of Fukushima
Prefecture, around 3 km away from the crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
plant to protest against the government’s plan to begin releasing treated
water from the plant into the Pacific Ocean.

Russian mercenary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin
presumed dead in plane crash

Iran and Saudi Arabia are among
6 nations set to join China and

Russia in the BRICS economic bloc
Putin to BRICS:

Russia is ‘reliable
partner’ for Africa on

food, fuel supplies
Monitoring Desk

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin told the
BRICS summit in South Africa on Thursday that Mos-
cow intends to deepen ties with African countries, and
that it would remain a reliable partner for food and fuel
supplies. In a video link address, Putin said Russia was
interested in developing “multi-faceted ties” with Af-
rica, which has been roiled by fuel and food price rises
resulting from the conflict in Ukraine.

Russia’s July exit from the Black Sea grain deal has
seen grain prices soar, hitting many African countries
very hard. Russia and Ukraine are among the world’s
biggest grain exporters. In his remarks, Putin also said
Russia had more than 30 energy projects in African
countries, adding that Russian fuel supplies would help
African governments to contain price rises.

Zelenskyy says ‘everyone knows’
who was behind Prigozhin’s
alleged death in plane crash

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
hinted Russian dictator Vladimir Putin was behind the
mysterious crash in Russia on Aug. 23 of the business jet
carrying Wagner mercenary company boss Yevgeny
Prigozhin, who is through to have been killed.Speaking
to journalists in Kyiv on Ukrainian Independence Day,
Zelenskyy also denied that Ukraine had anything to do
with the crash of Prigozhin’s plane, news agency Interfax-
Ukraine reported.

“We have nothing to do with it. Everyone under-
stands who is involved,” Zelenskyy said.

An Embraer-135 plane crashed in Russia’s Tver
Oblast on Aug. 23. Russian media reported that it be-
longed Prigozhin. Russian Telegram news channels
spread various versions of the cause of the crash, in-
cluding a strike by an S-300 air defense missile or an
explosion on board.

Indian rover begins
exploring Moon’s

south pole

Japan begins release of
water from Fukushima

nuclear plant

Thai PM takes office,
vows four years

of change

Chinese ships chase,
block Philippine

boats in disputed sea

Ukrainians in Serbia mark
independence day as Belgrade,

Kyiv seek to improve ties

Plane crash:
Villagers see

plane plummet,
then “everything

was on fire”
Monitoring Desk

KUZHENKINO: Resi-
dents of a village near the
site of a plane crash that is
believed to have killed Rus-
sian mercenary chief
Yevgeny Prigozhin said
they had heard a bang, then
saw the jet plummet to the
ground.

The plane, an
Embraer Legacy 600 pri-
vate jet, crashed on
Wednesday near the village
of Kuzhenkino in Russia’s
Tver region on its  way
from Moscow to St. Peters-
burg and killed all 10 people
on board - seven passengers
and three crew members.
There has been no official
comment from the Kremlin
or the Defence Ministry on
the fate of Prigozhin but a
Telegram channel linked to
his Wagner mercenary
group, Grey Zone, pro-
nounced him dead.

Justice Department announces
charges against hundreds of alleged

COVID-19 fraudsters

N. Korea fires
‘space launch

vehicle’
Monitoring Desk

SEOUL: North Korea has
fired what it claims is a
“space launch vehicle,”
South Korea’s military said
early Thursday, on day one
of a window set by
Pyongyang for its second
attempt at putting a mili-
tary satellite in orbit.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said
Pyongyang had fired “what
the North claims is a space
launch vehicle,” without
offering further details.

The launch was first
signaled by the Japanese
government, which said the
North had fired a suspected
ballistic missile. The
Kyodo agency, citing the
government in Tokyo, said
the projectile had flown
over Japanese territory.

Pyongyang told
Japan’s coast guard on
Tuesday that its launch
would take place between
August 24 and 31, prompt-
ing Tokyo to  mobilise
ships and its PAC-3 mis-
sile defence system in case
anything was to land in its
territory.

US okays sale
of sensors for

Taiwan’s fighters
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The
United States said on
Wednesday it approved
the sale to Taiwan of ad-
vanced sensor equipment
for its fighter jets, the lat-
est upgrade as fears rise
over China.

The State Depart-
ment said it informed Con-
gress of the 500 million sale
of F-16 Infrared Search
and Track systems and re-
lated equipment to help
Taiwan “maintain a cred-
ible defensive capability.”
The sale will help Taiwan
“meet current and future
threats by contributing to
the recipient’s abilities to
defend its airspace, pro-
vide regional security and
increase interoperability
with the United States
through its  F-16
programme.”

The new system,
built by Lockheed Martin,
improves fighter jets’ abil-
ity to  detect airborne
threats, increasing the
chances of F-16s’ survival
during combat.

Giuliani surrenders
in Trump

election case
Monitoring Desk

ATLANTA: Donald
Trump’s former personal
lawyer Rudolph Giuliani
surrendered at a jail in the
state of Georgia on
Wednesday to face charges
arising from actions he was
accused of taking to over-
turn the former US
president’s 2020 election
loss.

Giuliani, a former
federal prosecutor and
New York City mayor,
was ordered to  pay a
$150,000 bond and not to
intimidate any of his 18
co-defendants or wit-
nesses in the case, accord-
ing to court papers.

“This indictment is a
travesty,” Giuliani told re-
porters after his jail appear-
ance. “This is an assault on
the constitution.”

Orange County
biker bar

shooting leaves
5 dead, 6 injured

Monitoring Desk
CALIFORNIA: At least
five people were killed
while six others left injured
on Wednesday night, in yet
another mass shooting in-
cident in United States’
Orange County in Califor-
nia where a retired law en-
forcement officer opened
fire at a historic biker
bar.Authorities revealed
that the suspect involved in
the mass shooting in Cook’s
Corner, an old biker bar in
California, has also died af-
ter being shot by police
who were responding to the
incident in the area, accord-
ing to KCAL.

Footage from the
scene of the shooting shows
at least two bodies on the
ground covered by sheets.

Monitoring Desk
JOHANNESBURG: Iran
and Saudi Arabia were
among six countries invited
Thursday to  join the
BRICS bloc of developing
economies in a move that
showed signs of strength-
ening a China-Russia coali-
tion as tensions with the
West spiral higher.

The United Arab Emir-
ates, Argentina, Egypt and
Ethiopia were also set to
enter BRICS from Jan. 1,
2024, joining current mem-
bers Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa to
make an 11-nation bloc.

The announcement
came after two days of talks
at a summit in Johannesburg
involving Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inácio Lula da
Silva, Indian Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
and South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin participated in the
discussions virtually after
his travel to the summit was
complicated by an Interna-
tional Criminal Court arrest
warrant issued against him
over the war in Ukraine.

Putin welcomed the
six countries by video link.
He did not mention
Wednesday’s plane crash
that left Russian mercenary
chief Yevgeny Prigozhin
and some of his top lieu-
tenants presumed dead.

While there has been
momentum for a BRICS
expansion for months -
pushed largely by China
and Russia.

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: An investiga-
tion was underway in Rus-
sia on Thursday into a
plane crash that left Wagner
boss Yevgeny Prigozhin
presumed dead — two
months after his rebellion
against the country’s mili-
tary leaders — fuelling
speculation about a pos-
sible assassination.

A day after a private
jet on which Prigozhin was
registered crashed between
Moscow and Saint Peters-
burg, Russia had still not
confirmed the warlord’s
death.

Moscow said all ten
people onboard were likely
killed, and opened a crimi-
nal case into violations of
air traffic rules.

President Vladimir
Putin, who in June faced the
biggest challenge in his more
than two-decade rule as
Prigozhin led an armed mu-
tiny, has not spoken pub-
licly on the crash.

During the rebellion
on June 23 and June 24,
Putin gave an address to
Russians in which he called
Prigozhin — once his ally

— a “traitor”.
But Western leaders

reacted, with US President
Joe Biden saying “I don’t
know for a fact what hap-
pened … there’s not much
that happens in Russia that
Putin’s not behind”.

France saw “reason-
able doubts” about the
crash, with a government
spokesman agreeing with
Biden’s assessment.

Even influential pro-
Kremlin figures, such as
state television personality
and Putin ally Margarita
Simonyan, seemed to sug-
gest that it could have been
an assassination.

“Among the versions
that are being discussed
[about the crash] is that it
was staged. But personally,
I’m leaning towards the
more obvious one,” she said
on social media.

In June, Prigozhin had
sent his fighters marching
onto Moscow to unseat
Russia’s top generals in a
dramatic 48 hours that
shook Putin’s authority.

Prigozhin had for
months complained about
the way Moscow’s offen-

sive in Ukraine was being
led, where his fighters were
often spearheading battles.

In Ukraine, some
people rejoiced at the ap-
parent death of a man
whose fighters were known
for exceptionally cruel ef-
forts.

“I feel really happy

that this person died, if it is
true,” government worker
Iryna Kuchina told AFP in
central Kyiv.

“Let’s hope that it is.”
Russia’s aviation au-

thority published a list of
names that were onboard
the Embraer Legacy plane
late on Wednesday.

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
new prime minister vowed
to bring four years of
change to the kingdom as
he took office on Wednes-
day at the head of a contro-
versial coalition including
pro-military parties linked
to former coup-makers.

The appointment of
former property mogu l
Srettha Thavisin — of the
Pheu Thai party long asso-
ciated with billionaire ex-
premier Thaksin
Shinawatra — ends months
of political deadlock fol-
lowing May’s general elec-
tion. The 61-year-old was
confirmed by parliamen-
tary vote on Tuesday, just
hours after Thaksin re-
turned to the kingdom from
15 years of exile and was
immediately jailed on old
graft charges.

Srettha received King
Maha Vajiralongkorn’s of-
ficial written command to
form a government in a cer-
emony at Pheu Thai head-

quarters at 6:00pm (1100
GMT).

“The good of the
country is my highest pri-
ority. I am confident the
next four years will be
years of change,” Srettha
said after accepting the royal
endorsement, pledging to
work “tirelessly”.

“The government un-
der Pheu Thai will work
hard to... create happiness
for all people equally and
make Thailand a land of
hope for the young genera-
tion.” Outgoing prime min-
ister Prayut Chan-o-cha —
a former army chief who
overthrew the last Pheu
Thai government in a coup
— congratulated Srettha
and wished him luck.

Prayut suffered a
heavy defeat in May’s polls
as the upstart progressive
Move Forward Party
(MFP) rode a wave of
youth and urban discontent
with nearly a decade of mili-
tary-backed rule to win the
most seats.

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Japan began re-
leasing wastewater from
the crippled Fukushima
nuclear plant on Thursday
in an operation it insists is
safe but has generated a
fierce backlash from China.

The beginning of the
discharge of around 540
Olympic swimming pools’
worth of water into the Pa-
cific over several decades is
a big step in decommission-
ing the still highly danger-
ous site 12 years after one
of the world’s worst nuclear
accidents.

Live video provided by
plant operator TEPCO
showed engineers behind
computer screens and an of-
ficial saying — after a count-
down — that the “valves
near the seawater transport
pumps are opening.”

Monitors from the
UN atomic watchdog,
which has endorsed the
plan, were due to be on site
for the procedure, while
TEPCO workers were

scheduled to take water
samples later on Thursday.

Ahead of the opera-
tion, about 10 people held
a protest near the site and
around 100 others gathered
outside TEPCO headquar-
ters in Tokyo, AFP journal-
ists said.

“It’s like dumping an
atomic bomb in the ocean.
Japan is the first country
that was attacked with an
atomic bomb in the world,
and the prime minister of
the country made this deci-
sion,” said Kenichi Sato, 68.

China’s environment
ministry on Thursday
blasted Japan’s plan as “ex-
tremely selfish and irre-
sponsible”, saying it would
“track and study” the im-
pact on its waters.

With around 1,000
steel containers holding the
water, TEPCO has said it
needs to clear space for the
removal of highly danger-
ous radioactive nuclear fuel
and rubble from the
wrecked reactors.

Monitoring Desk
ABOARD CABRA: As a
US military surveillance
plane circled overhead,
eight Chinese ships chased
and briefly blocked four
Philippine boats on a re-
supply mission to a tiny
garrison in the hotly con-
tested South China Sea.

The high seas cat-and-
mouse game on Tuesday
followed assurances from
Chinese coast guard vessels
patrolling the waters that
Philippine boats would be
allowed to deliver provi-
sions to the remote outpost
on Second Thomas Shoal
“in the spirit of humanism”.

But, the Chinese radio
operator warned, the two
Philippine coast guard ves-
sels escorting the two boats
carrying supplies for Fili-
pino marines stationed on
a crumbling navy  ship
grounded atop the reef
should leave or “bear full
responsibility for all the
consequences”.

A team of journalists
on board the BRP Cabra,
one of the two Philippine
Coast Guard vessels,
watched as the Chinese

vessels chased, blocked and
corralled the four Philippine
vessels.

One of the Chinese
coast guard ships came
within several metres of the
Cabra.

Eventually, both sup-
ply boats reached
themarooned BRP Sierra
Madre and unloaded their
cargo.

This agency was one
of three media outlets given
the rare opportunity to join
the Philippine resupply
mission to Second Thomas
Shoal, less than three weeks
after Chinese coast guard
ships used water cannon
against a similar resupply
operation.

That incident, on Au-
gust 5, prevented one of the
Philippine resupply boats
from unloading and sparked
a diplomatic spat between
Manila and Beijing.

There was widespread
international criticism of the
Chinese actions but Beijing
defended its behaviour as
“professional”, and accused
Manila of “illegal delivery
of construction materials”
to the grounded ship.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India began
exploring the Moon’s sur-
face with a rover on Thurs-
day, a day after it became
the first nation to land a
craft near the largely unex-
plored lunar south pole.

Pragyan — “Wis-
dom” in Sanskrit — rolled
out of the lander hours af-
ter the latest milestone in
India’s ambitious but cut-
price space programme
sparked huge celebrations
across the country.

“Rover ramped down
the lander and India took a
walk on the moon!” the In-
dian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)
posted on X, formerly
known as Twitter, on
Thursday.

The six-wheeled, so-
lar-powered rover will
amble around the relatively
unmapped region and
transmit images and scien-
tific data over its two-week
lifespan.

The successful touch-
down of the Chandrayaan-

3 ( “Mooncraft-3 “) mis-
sion came just days after a
Russian lander crashed in
the same region.

It also comes four
years after the previous In-
dian lunar mission failed
during final descent, in what
was seen at the time as a
huge setback for its space
programme. However, India
is steadily matching the
achievements of established
spacefaring nations.
Chandrayaan-3 has capti-
vated public attention since
launching nearly six weeks
ago in front of thousands of
cheering spectators. Politi-
cians staged Hindu prayer
rituals to  wish for the
mission’s success and
schoolchildren followed the
final moments of its descent
from live broadcasts in
classrooms. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Wednesday that the suc-
cessful lunar landing — pre-
viously achieved only by
the United States, Russia
and China — was a triumph
for “all of humanity”.

Monitoring Desk
BELGRADE: Dozens of
Ukrainians who fled war in
their country, Serbian activ-
ists and diplomats rallied in
Belgrade on Thursday to
mark 32 years of Ukraine’s
independence from Mos-
cow.

The anniversary
comes exactly 18 months
after Russia launched its
full-scale invasion of its
neighbour.

“I would like to see it
ending yesterday,” said
Volodymyr Tolkach, Ukrai-
nian ambassador to Serbia.

The commemorations
come at a time when Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy and his Serbian
counterpart Aleksandar
Vucic are trying to improve
ties, burdened by Belgrade’s
refusal to impose sanctions
on Russia.

Serbia has repeatedly
condemned Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine at the
United Nations and other
international forums and
hosted tens of thousands of
Ukrainian refugees, but so
far has not joined Western
sanctions against Moscow.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Hun-
dreds of people have been
charged with the theft of
more than $830 million in
COVID-19 emergency aid
following a nationwide op-
eration conducted by fed-
eral, state and local law en-
forcement agencies, the
U.S. Justice Department
announced Wednesday.

More than 60 of the
defendants have alleged
connections to organized
crime, the department said,
including members of a
criminal gang accused of
using stolen pandemic aid
to pay for a murder.

“This latest action,
involving over 300 defen-
dants and over $830 million
in alleged COVID-19 fraud,
should send a clear message:
the COVID-19 public
health emergency may have
ended, but the Justice
Department’s work to iden-
tify and prosecute those

who stole pandemic relief
funds is far from over,” At-
torney General Merrick
Garland said in a statement.

The three-month op-
eration, which ended in
July, resulted in more than
300 people being charged,,
underscoring the pervasive-
ness of the fraud.

Mom gets life for stab-
bing newborn and throwing
the baby in a river in 1992.
DNA cracked the case

“We’ll stay at it for as
long as it  takes,” said
Deputy Attorney General
Lisa Monaco, who led of a
meeting of law enforcement
officials livestreamed on
the Justice Department’s
website.

An Associated Press
analysis published in June
found that fraudsters po-
tentially stole more than
$280 billion in COVID-19
relief funding; another $123
billion was wasted or mis-
spent.



Friday  August  25,  2023Daily Independent, Quetta

Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah printed at Independent Printers Quarry Road Quetta and Published from Al-Syed Building  M.A. Jinnah Road Quetta Ph. 2842938 Fax: 2842941, Cell No. 0331-8383955   E-mail:newsdailyind@gmail.com,dailyindisb@gmail.com

QUETTA: Chief Secretary Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan presiding over meeting of Board of Direc-
tors of Lawyers Endowment Fund

LAHORE: Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Sirajul Haq talking to media persons af-
ter Aman Conference

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson National Commission for Human Rights (NCHR),
Ms. Rabiya Javeri Agha, presents the Annual Report of NHCR for year 2021-
22 to President Dr. Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: US Congressman Darlin Lahood
accompanied by US Ambassador Donald Blome ex-
changing views with Chairman Senate, Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani.

CHAKWAL:  Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi  performs
the ground breaking of Bahria Foundation College at Chakwal.

QUETTA: Caretaker Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Ali Mardan Khan Domki meeting with Care-
taker Provincial Minister Prince Ahmed Ali Baloch.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the United Arab
Emirates, Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salim Al-Zaabi
called on Caretaker Federal Minister for Health
Dr. Nadeem Jan.

ISLAMABAD: Leader of JUI f Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haideri talking with media persons after
the meeting with Chief election commission of
pakistan Sikandar Sultan Raja, outside Election
Commission of Pakistan, in Federal Capital.

Briefed on Zainab Alert Act

President underlines need for
raising awareness to stop incidents
of disappearance of children

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
Thursday was briefed on
the implementation of
Zainab Alert Response and
Recovery Act.

The briefing was at-
tended by Secretary Hu-
man Rights and officials of
Zainab Alert Response and
Recovery Agency.

Amin Ansari, father of
Zainab Ansari, also at-
tended the meeting.

The president called
for coordinated steps for
stopping the incidents of
kidnapping and torture of
children. He underlined the
need for raising awareness
to stop the incidents of dis-
appearance of children.

“Awareness is needed
to be provided to parents
and teachers about protec-
tion of children and for sav-
ing them from disappear-
ance,” he added.

President Alvi said

strong coordination was
very important among the
law enforcement agencies
and other stakeholders.

There was a need to
create a system of effective
coordination between the
provincial police depart-
ments and relevant institu-
tions, he said, adding po-
lice had a critical role to play
to stop incidents of disap-
pearance of children and
their early recovery.

He asked the police to
ensure registration of cases
of disappearance and kid-
napping of children.

He said suggestions
should be sought from non-
governmental organizations
in a consultative meeting to
improve the system regard-
ing reporting about disap-
pearance of children.

The president wel-
comed the establishment of
Zainab Alert Response and
Recovery Agency

(ZARRA) in Islamabad,
saying it would help in
timely search of children
and exchange of informa-
tion.

President Alvi was
briefed about the Zainab
Alert Act, mandate of the
agency and its performance.

It was told that the
agency was working in co-
ordination with all stake-
holders and with the help
of Zainab Alert complaints
about disappearance of
2153 children were regis-
tered.

Some 1247 children
were successfully searched
while 430 reports about
disappearance were fake.
Complete action was taken
on 1837 complaints while
319 complaints were being
looked into. Efforts were
also afoot to improve coor-
dination between the fed-
eral and provincial depart-
ments.

US provided $215m flood
relief assistance to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The United States has pro-
vided flood relief, disaster
resilience, and food security
assistance of more than
$215 million to Pakistan
since the beginning of the
calamity.

According to a news
release, more than $80 mil-
lion in US humanitarian as-
sistance was given through
USAID to provide urgently
needed supplies for those
most affected, including
support for food, nutrition,
health, security, safe drink-
ing water, improved sani-
tation and hygiene, and shel-
ter.

An additional $100
million of recovery and re-
construction funding was
announced at the January 9
International Conference on
Climate-Resilient Pakistan
in Geneva, Switzerland,
while $10 million was given
as food security assistance

to provide urgent supplies
to help farmers recover in
terms of seeds and fertilizer,
and helps repair damaged
critical irrigation infrastruc-
ture.

“$2 million was given
in humanitarian assistance
for the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) flood
response in Pakistan to
provide lifesaving resources
to Afghan refugees and host
communities in Pakistan.”

More than $1.9 mil-
lion was provided in US
Department of Defense
funding to  help airlift
USAID supplies while $3
million for new early re-
covery, risk reduction, and
resilience funding to sup-
port Pakistan’s ability to
mitigate the impacts of
natural disasters such as
floods.

An additional $16.4
million in nutrition and food

security support, early re-
covery, resilience, and risk
reduction assistance was
announced in June 2023 to
provide life-saving food and
nutrition, water, sanitation,
and hygiene assistance to
more than 4 million people
in flood-affected communi-
ties.

“Private American citi-
zens and US companies
have donated food, medi-
cine, and other relief sup-
plies, and at least $37 mil-
lion dollars to help the
people of Pakistan in this
time of need, ” the press
release added.

“US flood relief assis-
tance complements the ef-
forts of the US-Pakistan
Green Alliance, which ad-
vances cooperation in agri-
culture, clean energy, and
water to support climate
resilience, energy transfor-
mation, and inclusive eco-
nomic growth,” it said.

LHC says:

President bound to
give date for holding
election in 90 days

LAHORE (Online): Justice
Abid Aziz Sheikh of Lahore
High Court (LHC) has re-
marked holding election in
90 days is constitutional
requirement and president
is bound to give date for
holding election in 90 days.

He further remarked
efforts should be there that
elections are held within 90
days.

The petition filed by
a citizen against notification
on new delimitation of con-
stituencies came up for
hearing before single bench
of LHC led by Justice Abid
Aziz Sheikh Thursday.

During the hearing of
the case Justice Abid Aziz
Sheikh remarked holding
election in 90 days is a con-
stitutional requirement.
There should be efforts that
election takes place within
90 days. I am issuing no-
tice to Election Commission
(EC) on the date of election.

If the population census had
taken place in June then
why it was not approved
till 2 months. Reply to this
question should come.

The counsel for fed-
eral government said new
delimitation of constituen-
cies within four months is
next to impossible.

The court inquired
president is bound to give
date for holding election
within 90 days.

Counsel for the federal
government said delimita-
tion is must after popula-
tion census. This matter has
gone to Supreme Court.

The court inquired
you should appear in the
court next after obtaining
directives in this connec-
tion. The court while issu-
ing notice to election com-
mission, federal govern-
ment and others adjourned
the hearing of the case till
September 06.

Pakistan to continue
moral, political support

to Kashmiris: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
Thursday held a meeting
with Prime Minister Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
Chaudhry Anwar-ul-Haq.

The AJK prime min-
ister congratulated him on
assuming the office of care-
taker prime minister and ex-
pressed his best wishes for
him.

The caretaker prime
minister assured the AJK
prime minister of uncondi-
tional support of Pakistan

to Kashmir.
He said  Pakistan

stood shoulder-to-shoulder
with people of Kashmir in
their struggle for right to
self-determination.

The PM said Pakistan
would continue the diplo-
matic, political and moral
support of Kashmiris till
the Kashmir issue was re-
solved according to  the
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions and as
per wishes of the people of
Kashmir through a plebi-
scite.

PMA announces boycott
service in govt. hospitals
YDA demands de-notify Hasni as caretaker

provincial minister

Flood affected area
Residents of Hanna Urak

urge govt to launch
rehabilitation plan

4th meeting
of BCSW

Board held
Independent Report

QUETTA: The 4th board
meeting of the Balochistan
Commission on Status of
Women (BCSW) was held
with its chairperson, Ms.
Fauzia Shaheen in the chair
here on Thursday.

The meeting was at-
tended by the members of
BCSW and representatives
of concerned departments.
The Advisor to Chief Min-
ister for Women develop-
ment and Social Welfare,
Ms. Shahina Khan also
participated in the meeting.

The meeting dis-
cussed the related matters
about the BCSW and its
objectives.

Addressing the meet-
in g, C hairperson of
BCSW said that the com-
mission was formed in
2017 with the aim to
frame policies for rights of
the women and getting
them implemented.

She said that strate-
gic plan of the commission
has been chalked out with
the UNDP for next three
years. Under the project,
it has been attempted to
share the act of BCSW
and its  salient features.
Meanwhile, the meeting
approved the minutes of
board meeting.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Pakistan
Medical Association
(PMA) has announced to
observe boycott of the ser-
vices in the government
hospitals in  Quetta and
other parts of the province
from today (Friday).

The boycott would be
observed against the alleged
torture of the private guards
of Advisor to caretaker
Chief Minister for Mines,
Umair Muhammad Hassani
on the medical staff and se-
curity guards of Trauma
Center of the civil hospital
on Thursday, as announced
by the General Secretary of
PMA, Dr. Aftab Kakar.

According to the
PMA’s senior official, the
guards of Umair
Muhammad Hassani at-
tacked and tortured the
medical staff and guards of
the Trauma Center while he
(Umair) was also present
on the occasion.

They also harassed
the staff at Trauma Center
and created panic, Dr. Aftab
and other staff present on
the duty alleged.

On this uncalled for
misbehavior, the PMA has
announced to observe
strike in the hospitals, and
if no action was taken
against the Advisor and his
guards, the services would

remain suspended in the
hospitals, the PMA leader
announced. Meanwhile
Young Doctors Association
(YDA) has demanded of
the authorities to lodge FIR
against caretaker Provincial
Minister Umair Muhammad
Hasni and de-notify him as
caretaker provincial Minis-
ter.  In a statement issued here
on Thursday, YDA said that
caretaker Provincial Minis-
ter Umair Muhammad Hasni
and Amanullah Notezai
along with about fifteen body
guards tortured doctors and
healthcare workers of
Trauma Center, Sandeman
Provincial Hospital, Quetta
on August 24, 2023.

DG AIMH
visits BTTN

office
QUETTA (APP): Director
General, Army Institute of
Military History (AIMH)
Agha Masood Akram vis-
ited the Balochistan Think
Tank Network (BTTN) of-
fice here on Thursday.

In his welcome re-
marks, the Head of BTTN
introduced DG AIMH to
the Faculty of Research
and the workplace. Execu-
tive Director, Dr. Zafar
Khan briefed on BTTN‘s
progress, aims, objectives
and achievements.

He provided a detailed
account of BTTN’s organi-
zational structure and
framework of research.

He pointed that
BTTN is currently focus-
ing on strategic, political,
economic, and most spe-
cifically  the socio-eco-
nomic issues of
Balochistan. BTTN has
produced numerous re-
search articles, policy pa-
pers and a considerable
number of opinion articles
on contemporary issues.

Two killed in
road accident

Independent Report
QUETTA: Two persons
died due to collision of Rick-
shaw with Mazda in
Bakhtiarabad Domki area
of Balochistan province on
Thursday.

According to rescue
sources, Rickshaw collided
with Mazda in
Bakhtiarabad Domki area
of the province, resultantly,
two men namely Irfan son
of Shah Mir Gola and Allah
Dita son of Sarung Khan
Gola died on the spot. The
bodies were shifted to hos-
pital where after completion
of necessary medico-legal
formalities, the bodies were
handed over to heirs.

Dr. Mirwais
inquires after

health of injured
Levies man

QUETTA (APP): Director
Operation of Balochistan
Levies Force, Dr. Mirwais
Khan Kakar on Thursday
visited Quetta Civil
Hospital’s Trauma Center
to ask about the heath of
Levies driver Mustafa
Khan Bareach was injured
in the firing of bandits at
Circle near Chagai last
night.

Mirwais Khan Kakar
said that on the special in-
structions of Director
General Balochistan Lev-
ies Force Naseebullah
Khan Kakar, better medi-
cal aid is being provided
to the injured Levies per-
sonnel.

Perpetrators of Jaranwala
incident will be brought
to justice: Masood Khan

Razzaq Shar murder case:

Order for not arresting
Imran will stay: SC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
said its order for not arrest-
ing chairman PTI in lawyer
Abdul Razzaq Shar case will
stay.

A 3-members bench of
SC presided over by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Umar Ata Bandial took up
for hearing the matter of
nomination of chairman PTI
in murder case of lawyer
Abdul Razzaq Shar Thurs-
day.

The court adjourned
the hearing of the case on
the plea of Imanullah
Kinrani counsel for com-
plainant.

Investigation report in

lawyer Abdul Razzaq Shar
murder case against chair-
man PTI was filed in the
court. IG Balochistan filed
the said investigation re-
port. It has been said in in-
vestigation report that
chairman PTI has not
joined investigation so far
despite several notices.

The report further
said that a 7 members Joint
Investigation Team (JIT)
was constituted by interior
ministry on June 8 during
investigation. 8 meetings of
JIT have taken place so far
under DIG CTD. It was
decided to include 4 accused
including chairman PTI in
the investigation of the case.

Siraj calls for constituting
national commission on

minority affairs

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
United States Masood
Khan has strongly condemn
the horrendous incidents of
Jaranwala and said that
perpetrators of this heinous
crime would be brought to
justice.

Addressing leaders of
all faiths and denominations
in Washington, he said that
entire leadership of Paki-
stan and civil society has
stood by Christian broth-
ers and sisters who suffered
because of arson and van-
dalism.

Masood Khan termed
the incident a conspiracy to
disrupt social harmony and

religious bonds between
followers of two faiths.

He said Islam doesn’t
allow any kind of dis-
crimination and persecu-
tion, incitement to hatred
and  vio lence agains t
other religions is  pro-
scribed.

The Ambassador said
Prime Minister of Pakistan
visited Jaranwala and ex-
pressed solidarity with the
traumatized victim and the
Government of Pakistan
has not only condemned
the incident in the clearest
and strongest manner but
has also announced com-
pensation for the affected
people.

LAHORE (INP): Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Sirajul
Haq has called for the es-
tablishment of a national
commission dedicated to
minority affairs.

While speaking to the
media after chairing a
“Peace Conference” at
Mansoorah on Thursday,
he said that this
commission’s primary pur-
pose would be to safeguard
the rights of minority reli-
gious groups, including
Hindus, Christians, Sikhs,
and others.

Sirajul Haq said the JI
plans to hold a national con-
vention for minorities in
Islamabad this coming Sep-
tember. The goal of this
convention, he added, is to
formulate comprehensive
recommendations concern-
ing the rights of the minori-
ties.

The event, organized
by the JI’s Punjab central
chapter, attended by the
leaders from various minor-
ity groups. They con-
demned the recent incidents
in Jarnawala including the
burning of Holy Quran, de-
manding transparent in-
quiry into all.

Emphasizing the grav-
ity of the situation, the JI
Chief labeled the incident as
a deliberate plot aimed at
sowing discord and disrupt-
ing peace and order. He
raised concerns about the
actions of both the local
police and administration
during the outbreak of mob
violence, stressing that their
handling of the situation
had been questionable at
best. He further asserted
that these events were or-
chestrated to tarnish the
nation’s identity.

Underprivileged’s inclusion
in development process, vital
for national progress: Sami

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Caretaker Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives
Muhammad Sami Saeed on
Thursday said inclusion
of underprivileged seg-
ments of society in the de-
velopment process was
pivotal in achieving a sus-
tainable national growth
trajectory.

Chairing a progress
review meeting of the ini-
tiatives taken in the social
sector, he remarked that no
country could tread the

path of progress without
the inclusion of underprivi-
leged strata of society in the
development process.

“The initiatives in so-
cial sector will pave the
way for the social uplift of
low-income groups of so-
ciety by offering them eq-
uitable opportunities,” the
added.

Sami Saeed empha-
sized that transparent cri-
teria should be adopted for
selection of deserving per-
sons and targeting social
benefits.

Kanwar Dilshad says:

President is not authorized
to write a letter to ECP

under Article 48 (5)
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former Secretary Election
Commission (EC) Kanwar
Dilshad said that delegation
of Election Commission
(EC) will not meet with
President.

If President of state
gives date of elections then
Election Commission (EC)
should reject it.

While reacting to
President Letter, former
Chief Secretary said that
President is not authorized
to write a letter to EC un-
der article 48 (5).

It is illogical for Presi-
dent to write a letter to EC
without advice of Prime

Minister (PM).
Chief Election Com-

missioner has the authority
to set date of elections un-
der Election Act.

Former Secretary EC
said that if Supreme Court
rejects notification of cen-
sus then elections will be
held in 90 days. He said that
Article 51 is the biggest
obstacle in conducting elec-
tions in 90 days.

The power of con-
sulting the President has
been abolished under Elec-
tion Act.

EC will respond to
President Letter but its del-
egation will not meet.

QUETTA (APP): The resi-
dents of Hanna Urak on
Thursday urged the govern-
ment to execute the reha-
bilitation and resettlement
plan in the area to provide
relief to the flood affected
people.

The affected people
whose houses, agricultural
land and water channels
were washed away and
faced other financial losses
due to  last year’s flash
floods, still waiting for the
government’s package of
rebuilding.

Malik Nasir Kakar,
one of the flood affectees
from Hanna valley, said that
almost a year had been
passed since the flash
floods had wreaked havoc
in famous tourist point of
Hanna Urak Quetta. He

stressed that the govern-
ment should take practical
steps to assess the damages
and initiate reconstruction
plan in the area.

The abnormal heavy
rains last year badly af-
fected the roads in the area
that caused major difficul-
ties for the locals to shift
patents to hospitals, fruits
and vegetables to markets,
he told while talking to APP.

He requested the pro-
vincial government to pre-
pare a complete compre-
hensive plan to compensate
the affected population, re-
habilitation and restoration
of damaged infrastructure in
the area.

“The area is at risk of
being inundated again, but
despite the devastation it
suffered.


