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Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
takes oath as caretaker PM

President Arif Alvi administers oath to Kakar, CJCSC, COAS, ex-PM
Shehbaz Sharif, Provincial governors attend oath-taking ceremony;
Caretaker PM assumes office, seeks briefing from ministries; Senate

chairman accepts Kakar’s resignation from upper house of Parliament.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar here
on Monday took oath as
the caretaker prime minis-
ter of Pakistan.

President Dr Arif Alvi
administered the oath to the
caretaker prime minister in
a ceremony at the
President’s House. Outgo-
ing prime minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Chairman Senate
Sadiq Sanjrani, Governor
Punjab Balighur Rehman,
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi and
leading politicians of vari-
ous political parties also
attended the ceremony.

KARACHI Sindh Governor MohammedKamran Khan Tessori and Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah talking to media persons at the Quaid-e-Azam
mausoleum on the occasion of 77th Independence Day celebration.

Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Asim Munir, Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, and other
high-ranking officials were
also present on the occa-
sion. Meanwhile Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar was presented
guard of honour in a cer-
emony at the Prime Minis-
ter House here on Monday.

A smartly turned out
contingent of Pakistan’s
armed forces presented the
guard of honour. National
anthem was also played on

the occasion. Outgoing

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif received the new
prime minister on his arrival.

The caretaker prime
minister met the officers and
staff of the Prime Minister
House. Outgoing prime
minister felicitated Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar on becoming
caretaker PM and expressed
his best wishes for him. Ear-
lier, outgoing prime minis-
ter was also given guard of
honour. He reviewed the
guard of honour as the con-
tingents of the armed forces
presented a salute to him.
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar bid
farewell to the departing

prime minister.

Meanwhile Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar Monday here as-
sumed his responsibilities af-
ter taking the oath of office.
The PM sought briefing from
all ministries on important
matters. It is worth mentioned
here that Anwaarul Haq
Kakar, who hails from Qilla
Saifullah, was one of the origi-
nal architects of the
Balochistan Awami Party. He
is the second person from
Balochistan to spearhead the
interim set-up after Mir Hazar
Khoso, who became the care-
taker premier in 2013.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alv1 administering the oath of office to Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar as the
Caretaker Prime Minister of Pakistan at an oath-taking ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Prison, correctional facilities
of Sindh not available in
any other provinces: Nasir

Independent Report
KARACHI: Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary of PPP Sindh
and former Minister of Lo-
cal Government, Housing
& Town Planning and Pub-
lic Health Engineering Syed

Nasir Hussain Shah has said
that the correctional houses
that have been built in the
jails of Sindh and the facili-
ties that are being provided
to the prisoners are not in
the prisons of other prov-
inces of the country. He
address as chief guest on the
occasion of Pakistan’s 76"
Independence Day celebra-
tions at Karachi Central Jail.

Former Minister of
Prisons Ijaz Jakhrani, IG
Prisons and Superintendent
Prisons were also present.
Nasir Hussain Shah said
that everyone has to work

together for the good and
development of Pakistan.
He added that the vision of
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, President Asif Ali
Zardari, Ms. Faryal Talpur
and the leadership of the

PPP is the vision of devel-
opment, the vision of well-
being, the vision of peace,
and we all have to carry it
forward together. He said
that In 2018, when I got this
department, then President
Asif Ali Zardari gave me
special directives to
Blocker that you have to
improve the jail arrange-
ments a lot. He said that we
made laws and provided
facilities. He added that
more legislations are being
made for the welfare of the
prisoners, laws are being
made which will improve

US CG congratulates
nation on 76th
Independence Day

KARACHI (APP): The
United States’ Consulate
General in Karachi con-
gratulated people of Paki-
stan on their 76th Indepen-
dence Day being celebrated
on August 14 across the
country. In a message issued
here on Independence Day,
the US Conslate General
said Pakistan and the United
States were celebrating not
only Independence Day but
also 76 years of their bilat-
eral relations of both na-
tions. Today the American
Pakistani staff celebrate
Pakistan’s Independence
Day and on behalf of the

American people, the US
CG congratulates the
people of Pakistan on their
76th year of independence,
the statement said, adding
that there is a strong part-
nership built on shared in-
terests in economic devel-
opment, mutual prosperity,
and regional security.

As we celebrate this
milestone together and look
to the future, the United
States remains committed
to our friendship with the
Pakistani people and our
relationship with the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, the
statement added.

the rights of the prisoners
and even in prison, they
can do all the things like
getting an education, in-
cluding computer skills,
which will give them a
chance to earn a good in-
come and live a good life.

Nasir Shah also di-
rected the IG Jails to take
immediate steps to release
the prisoner after fulfill-
ing the legal requirements
by paying the fine of a
prisoner who was not re-
leased due to non-payment
of the fine.

CJCSC, Armed
Forces felicitate

nation on I Day

RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC), Ser-
vices Chiefs, and Armed
Forces of Pakistan extended
their heartfelt congratulations
to the Nation on the 76th In-
dependence Day of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan.
In an Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) news re-
lease, the military leadership
and the Armed Forces felici-
tated the entire nation on In-
dependence Day.

The message said,
“This day reminds us of the
vision, fortitude, and count-
less sacrifices which our
ancestors offered, to real-
ize our elder’s and great
Quaid’s dream of a free and
independent  country.
Thousands of sons of the
soil have laid down their
lives for the defense of the
motherland and to preserve
the cherished dream of free-
dom of our forefathers.”

Governor, CM pay
tributes to Quaid on
76th Independence Day

Caretaker CM to be finalized in
a day or two: CM Murad

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori and
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah visited the
mausoleum of father of the
nation Quaid-e-Azam
Mohammed Ali Jinnah and
paid rich tributes to him on
the occasion of 76th Inde-
pendence Day here on
Monday.

They laid wreaths
and offered fateha. They
also prayed for the devel-
opment and prosperity of
the country.

The Governor and
CM redetermined to fol-
low the principles of fa-
ther of the nation.

Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah on
the occasion said, ‘We are
celebrating today the 76™
Independence Day’.

He said that the
Caretaker Chief Minister
would be finalized in a
day or two.

He said that the
Caretaker Prime Minister
would take the oath of of-
fice today.
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Alvi for promoting rule of
law, democracy to ensure
country’s prosperity

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday said Pakistan
could be put on the path of
development and prosper-
ity by promoting the rule
of law, democracy, provi-
sion of basic human rights,
eradication of social injus-
tices and poverty.
Addressing a flag-
hoisting ceremony held here
in connection with the 76th
independence day of Paki-
stan, the president ex-
pressed the hope that Pa-
kistan would soon become
a prosperous and devel-
oped country by following
all the basic rules and guid-

ance given by the founder
of Pakistan Quid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

He said Quid-i-Azam
always discouraged nepo-
tism and voiced for the pro-
motion of merit, unity,
socio-economic justice, and
poverty alleviation.

He said Pakistan got
independence in 1947 be-
cause of the long struggle
of Quid-i-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
other founding leaders, and
the sacrifices of hundreds
of thousands of people.

He said the country’s
armed forces, police and the
public were still sacrificing

their lives for the country’s
security as over 100,000
people had rendered their
lives in the war against ter-
rorism.

He said the aim of
Pakistan’s independence
was the establishment of an
independent state for the
Muslims of the subconti-
nent to live their lives ac-
cording to Islamic prin-
ciples. The president paid
the heartiest tributes to the
founders of Pakistan who
struggled for independence
of Pakistan and the hun-
dreds of thousands of
people who embraced mar-
tyrdom for Pakistan.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar being pre-

sented Guard of Honor at Prime Minister’s House.

Pakistan to be made
modern, prosperous
country: Faryal Talpur

KARACHI (APP): The
Central President of Paki-
stan  Peoples Party
Women’s Wing Faryal
Talpur has said that today
is the day of renewal of
pledge to make Pakistan a
truly modern, prosperous
and democratic country. In
her message on the occasion
of Independence Day, she
congratulated the country-
men on Independence Day
and said that freedom was
a great blessing, and Paki-
stan was our identity. She
said that our elders under
the leadership of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah fought a long and
historic struggle and made
unprecedented sacrifices to
achieve this blessing and
recognition.

“Today we salute our
benefactors. ‘Faryal Talpur

said that Quaid-e-Awam
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
strengthened Pakistan created
by the Quaid-e-Azam by giv-
ing gifts of a unified constitu-
tion, nuclear program and eco-
nomic revolution. Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
took revolutionary steps to
restore democracy and ran the
country in the light of Quaid-
e-Azam’s thoughts and ideas.
She said that former President
Asif Ali Zardari foiled a con-
spiracy against the country
by raising the slogan of Paki-
stan Khappay. She said that
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari was actively
working to make his home-
land a prosperous and strong
country, about which every
Pakistani could proudly tell
the world that this was the
Pakistan of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
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KARACHI: Aninspiring Change of Guard ceremony was held at mausoleum
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah as the entire nation celebrated 76th
anniversary of Independence of Pakistan.

Changing of
guards ceremony
held at Quaid’s

mausoleum

KARACHI (APP): A
changing of the
guards ceremony was
held at the mauso-
leum of father of the
nation Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali
Jinnah to mark the
76th Independence
Day of Pakistan here
on Monday.

A smartly
turned-out contin-
gent of the Pakistan
Naval Academy took
the ceremonial du-
ties of guards at the
mausoleum.

Don’t spread despair,
give hope instead:
army chief

COAS says Pakistan is rich with
resources, no danger to country

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Chief of
Army Staff Gen Syed Asim
Munir has cautioned
against spreading despair
among the people, and
asked to give hope instead.

The army chief was
speaking to the media in an
informal discussion after
the swearing-in ceremony
of caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaarul Haq Kakar at
the President House on
Monday.

“We are very optlmls-

tic about the future of Pa-
kistan,” the chief told the
media. He further said that
he was looking at Pakistan
as a successful and devel-
oped country. “There is a
lot of potential in Pakistan.
God has given our country
everything,” the army chief
stressed further.

The COAS said there
is hope for the best, adding
that everything will be
good, as Pakistan was mov-
ing forward in a very posi-
tive way.

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar bidding farewell to the outgoing Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Pakistan Navy celebrates I Day
with traditional ardour

KARACHI (APP): An in-
spiring Change of Guard
ceremony was held on
Monday at the mausoleum
of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah as
the entire nation celebrated
the 76th anniversary of the
Independence of Pakistan.

A smartly turned out
contingent of Pakistan Na-
val Academy cadets and
sailors clad in ceremonial
dresses, assumed guard du-
ties at Mazar-e-Quaid with
enthusiasm, traditional
spirit, and military cus-
toms, said a Pakistan Navy
news release issued here.

Commandant Pakistan
Naval Academy, Commo-
dore M Khalid graced the
occasion as Chief Guest and
reviewed the guard.

The Chief Guest and

cadets of the Pakistan
Navy presented Qaumi
Salam to the Father of the
Nation, Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.
The ceremonial
mounting of Guard was fol-
lowed by the laying of a flo-
ral wreath at the Mazar-e-
Quaid by the Chief Guest
on behalf of the Chief of the
Naval Staff, officers, and
men of the Pakistan Navy.
Later on, the Chief
Guest offered Fateha and
recorded his remarks in the
visitor book and paid rich
tribute to our beloved
Quaid. Earlier, the day
dawned with Gun Salutes,
and special prayers were
offered in all Naval mosques
for solidarity and progress
of the country and particu-
larly for the success of the

Kashmiri struggle. Pakistan
Navy Ships and Establish-
ments were illuminated in
the Navy’s traditional man-
ner. Flag hoisting ceremo-
nies were held at designated
Units of Pakistan Navy at
Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore,
and Coastal Areas.

Various independence
day activities were held at
Pakistan Navy units/ estab-
lishments including the sing-
ing of the national anthem
in the morning, PN Band
Display and Flag Hoisting
Ceremony at Pakistan Mari-
time Museum, Boat Rallies
at Karachi Harbour, Mara-
thon Races, Cycle Races
were also part of the celebra-
tions. PN ships celebrated
independence day during
overseas deployment at for-
eign ports.
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Jinnah to now

On the day when Pakistan completes 76 years
of sovereignty, and celebrates half a century
of the implementation of its Constitution,
there’s a palpable need to assess the present
through the lens of Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s
vision for this nation. His was an uncanny lu-
cidity about matters of the state — the right to
change dispensations and their policies rests

with the electorate.

In a 1948 address to army officers in
Quetta, he underlined that “executive author-
ity flows from the head of the government ...
and therefore, any command or orders that
may come to you cannot come without the
sanction of the executive head”.

Earlier, on Aug 11, 1947, the principles of
inclusiveness, impartial governance, rule of
law, religious liberty, and social equality were
made plain by the founder to the constituent

assembly.

The founding fathers imagined an egali-
tarian, prosperous welfare state; one that
thrived in harmony and justice with absolute
civil supremacy. But decades after them, what
emerged is entirely divergent from their be-
liefs. So this day begs the question: is ‘Jinnah’s
Pakistan’ an ideal fading into a myth?

Our wounds and dilemmas are largely of
our own making. For one, we reconstructed
Jinnah — from a modernist to an orthodox —
to suit prevalent narratives and enhance the
power of clerics and the military in forming

state policies.

Second, the continual infringement of the
Constitution has left a faint watermark of what
should have been a robust democratic culture.
Recurrent military regimes arrested the politi-
cal process. In fact, these have polluted politi-
cal outfits that now, more often than not,
collude with unelected elements to wrest
power. The military ruled Pakistan for three
decades and has managed ‘chosen’ adminis-
trations. A recent glimpse of that was the hy-
brid model of the PTI-led government, which
failed resoundingly, as have similar experi-
ments. This was replaced by a complete sur-
render of collective political space and a PML-
N-led coalition was installed. Lastly, the rising
tide of extremism turned Pakistan into a mili-
tancy hub. Admittedly, there isn’t a magical
way out, but stemming cronyism, corruption,
and intervention is a good place to start. Sal-
vation lies in retrieving Jinnah’s dream with
the rule of law, education, health, welfare, and
people power in a meritocracy. For non-po-
litical forces to usurp or derail the Constitu-
tion and cave into religious hardliners violates
every ideal close to the Quaid’s heart.

Killing tracks

Dr Noma Ahmed

The initial findings of the
investigation into the re-
cent train accident in
Sindh suggest the possi-
bility of a fault in the loco-
motive, broken tracks,
and/or damaged fish-
plates. As per procedure,
a detailed probe by the
federal government in-
spector of railways (FGIR)
should expose the real rea-
sons for the tragedy that
resulted in over 30 deaths.

However, it is painful
that despite several such
rail accidents and scores
of deaths, all governments
and railway administra-
tions have been consis-
tent in their apathy. Over
the past two decades, the
operational and safety
standards of this vital ser-
vice have fallen apart.

For instance, 74 per-
ished in the Tezgam blaze
some years ago, and in
April, a fire on the Karachi
Express took seven lives.
Successive railway minis-
ters have resorted to cus-
tomary lip service, lament-
ing the loss of life and
promising an inquiry and
accountability but doing
little else.

The new escape
route for the authorities is
the ML-1. When our poli-
ticians run out of convinc-
ing ways to present false
narratives, they concoct a
defence with references to
CPEC projects as the ulti-
mate saviour. But what is
actually needed are nu-
merous far-reaching steps
to put the railways back
on track, starting at the
top. The train service can
only be safe, enjoyable,
dependable and afford-
able if and when the insti-
tution that manages it is
technically sound, finan-
cially viable and socially
responsive.

A glance at data from

Pakistan Railways year-
books and other official
records indicates many
ailments. For instance, the
2021-22 report shows ex-
tensive inspections car-
ried out by the FGIR in the
previous fiscal year, but
how many of them helped
make train journeys safe
and comfortable? Fool-
proof safety records re-
quire targeted capacity
building of the FGIR. The
annual report also shows
expenditure figures — PR
spends more on pensions
than salaries. Therefore,
the financial burden of
pensioners is likely to
overwhelm development
costs.

In addition, no one
knows whether any at-
tempt was made to evolve
a pension endowment
fund or if actuarial stud-
ies were carried out to ar-
rive at a financial solution.
Although development
and repair works are
logged with substantial
financial outlays, it is un-
clear how these have im-
proved services.

Moreover, several
departmental performance
indicators merit a re-
sponse from the railway
authorities. The two es-
sential services delivered
by the railways are pas-
senger and freight move-
ment. Ordinarily, passen-
ger service is subsidised
by surplus revenue from
freight transportation. But
data reveals an increase in
passenger revenue and a
decline in freight returns
in2022.

Studies by IFIs say
over 90 per cent of freight
in Pakistan moves via road
and highways. With a rise
in regional trading oppor-
tunities, PR must signifi-
cantly enhance its market
share in this vital compo-
nent of transport service.

Connectivity with
dry ports, container termi-
nals, major agricultural
procurement destina-
tions, manufacturing
hubs, market towns, etc,
can certainly shore up
revenues as medium and
long-distance freight
transportation by train
has lower fuel consump-

tion, and can be 10 times
cheaper than other modes
of transportation.

Transportation in-
surance, safety records
and handling are also
some of the aspects where
the railways can perform
better. However, the de-
partment has to elevate its
performance drastically to
compete successfully
with other transport ser-
vices.

Our first interface
with the railways is at the
train stations. Many of
them are in a dilapidated
state, with no clean drink-
ing water or other ameni-
ties for pass-e-ngers’ com-
fort and safety. The facili-
tation hardware for rou-
tine operations and main-
tenance too is in a
shambles. Present infra-
structure thresholds in-
clude internet and Wi-Fi
connectivity, both in sta-
tions as well as in trains.

Even though station
masters and other staff
concur with these obser-
vations, they expressed
their helplessness as
such large-scale inter-
ventions can only be ini-
tiated by the senior man-
agement. Hence, a lead-
ership committed to radi-
cal reforms with progres-
sive ideas and implemen-
tation capacity is needed
to resuscitate the perfor-
mance, credibility and im-
age of our railways. Cos-
metic modifications are
futile. The foremost issue
pertains to political will for
extensive restructuring.
At present, this appears
difficult to achieve as the
administration is inclined
to auction railway lands.
These had been reserved
for the operational needs
of the system at various
locations. The railways
are a matter of public de-
bate; civil society should
assert that governments
must prioritise the trans-
formation of a vital de-
partment and encourage
private sector participa-
tion to innovate and es-
tablish a proper regula-
tory structure to
modernise rail travel and
transport. -- Courtesy
Dawn

DNA diaries

| Zarrar Khuhr

Where and what would we
be without deoxyribo-
nucleic acid? What would
happen to you if, by some
dark miracle, all the DNA
in your body simply van-
ished? You wouldn’t feel
much to start with, apart
from losing the 200 or so
grams that your DNA
weighs. Then things will
start to go bad: your cells
will stop replicating and
start dying off, much like if
you were exposed to a
high dose of radiation, and
you’d be dead in extreme
pain within days — or
hours if you’re lucky —
due to massive organ fail-
ure.

That’s because DNA
contains the entire blue-
print for who we are and
how our bodies work.
Without venturing too
deeply into the nature vs
nurture debate, DNA is
what makes you ... you.
And as such, it contains a
staggering amount of data
in a very small package.
How much data? Consider
that a single gram of DNA
can store as much as 215
petabytes of data, and that
one petabyte contains a
little over 1,000 terabytes.
This means that a tiny little
gram of DNA can safely
store up to 215,000
terabytes, or 215 million
gigabytes if you prefer. On
the other hand, the aver-
age weight of a single
terabyte hard drive is
about 400g.

In even simpler terms:
you could theoretically fit
all of the world’s data in a
single coffee mug filled
with DNA.

Currently, most of the
world’s data is stored in an
incredibly old-school man-
ner in gigantic facilities
known as exabyte data
centres, and one of the
largest of these — The

Citadel — sprawls over 1.3
million square feet (120,774
square metres), which
means it can contain 41
cricket stadiums the size of
Lord’s.

They’re also very ex-
pensive, with some cost-
ing as much as a billion
dollars to build and main-
tain. Given that the data
needs to be stored at a cool
temperature — much like
a conventional cold stor-
age for perishable prod-
ucts — the energy costs
are immense. Moreover,
the data stored tends to
degrade over time and
needs to be copied onto
newer databases, which is
a cumbersome and expen-
sive process. And, at the
current rate at which we are
producing that data, we’ll
need many more such
costly and energy-sucking
centres to store it.

There’re about 10 tril-
lion gigabytes of data float-
ing around the world to-
day and on a daily basis:
our photos, Facebook
posts, tweets, emails, etc,
add  another 2.5m
gigabytes, which amounts
to something like 1.7 mega-
bytes of data being gener-
ated per person per sec-
ond.

DNA data storage, al-
ready being worked on by
scientists around the
world, could solve this is-
sue for all time to come.
Not only will such im-
mense centres no longer
be needed, the half-life of
DNA is 500 years while
stored properly and so our
data will be secure for far
longer without significant
degradation. The biggest
problem right now is how
to find a cost-effective way
to synthesise the amount
of DNA that will be
needed, as right now it
would cost $1tr to write one
petabyte of data. Of
course, given the need and
the exponential rate of sci-
entific progress that we are
seeing, the day when we
can store data on DNA
may not be far off.

There’s another de-
bate that’s been raging
among scientists ever
since the ‘discovery’ of
DNA in 1953, and this is

whether DNA can con-
duct electricity and, if so,
how effectively? While
the debate remained aca-
demic for decades, recent
research indicates that
DNA molecules “can also
conduct electricity and
self-assemble into well-de-
fined shapes, making them
potential candidates for
building low-cost
nanoelectronic devices”.

This will be critical
going forward, given that
the size of circuits and tran-
sistors is shrinking rapidly
(the smallest transistor is
tinier than the HIV virus)
and there will come a time
when traditional methods
for conducting electricity
through these nano-cir-
cuits will become impos-
sible. If DNA can be used
for this purpose, it would
mean that the circuits of
the future may be the size
of a single molecule or
atom.

Speaking of electric-
ity, another significant dis-
covery made just last
month is that electrical cur-
rents can be used to ‘con-
trol” human genes. Re-
searchers managed to trig-
ger insulin production in
human cells by sending
currents to targeted genes
through what they call an
‘electrogenetic’ interface,
prompting the cells to pro-
duce insulin on their own.
What does that mean for
us? Simply put, it means
that in the near future, dia-
betics could dispense with
insulin injections by simple
wearing a device, perhaps
no larger than a wrist-
watch, which would not
only monitor insulin levels,
but prompt the wearer’s
own genes to produce in-
sulin when required. This
is, of course, just the be-
ginning and, if further tests
prove fruitful, the tech-
nique could be applied to
a variety of human medi-
cal conditions, leading to
what may be one of the
greatest medical break-
throughs of history. It is
indeed a miracle that the
building blocks of the fu-
ture may well be the same
building blocks that make
us who we are. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Commerce News

boost edible oil production

BELJING (APP):
Pakistan’s annual
consumption of edible oil
is around 5 million tons,
but due to the low
economic potential of
oilseeds in the local market,
they are not preferred by
the farmers. The country
has to import about 89
percent of oil to meet the
demand, spending US$3.6
billion annually.
Pakistan’s iron
brother, China, also has
great demand for edible oil.
Last year, China’s cooking
oil consumption is about
13.44 million tons. China
also suffered a short
domestic supply of edible

PTCL group celebrated the 76"
zeal and fervor, followed by a flag hoisting ceremony. Management, staff and

oil until the mid-1950s,
when China began to
promote brassica napus,
also known as victory
rapeseed. Brassica napus
plants are tall, disease
resistant, and more
importantly, the yield is
very high. The
improvement of rapeseed
varieties laid the
foundation for China to
greatly increase rapeseed
production.

In recent years, the
Chinese Academy of
Agricultural Sciences
(CAAS) has made a great
breakthrough in breeding
new varieties of rapeseed,
which

l.t..u’ by

have been extended

to some parts of northern
China. Rapeseed now
realized seasonal rotation
with rice, wheat and other
staple crops, which
maximizes the utilization
of arable land. Such
Chinese experience and
technologies can be a good
reference for Pakistan,
according to CEN.
Chinese company
Wuhan Qingfa-Hesheng
and a Pakistani company

Evyol Group jointly
provide high-quality
hybrid rapeseeds to

Pakistani farmers. “It took
us 10 years to produce a
variety that is compatible
with the local climate,

produces a good yield and
is good for human health,”
said Ghazanfar Ali, head of
marketing in the Evyol
group. “The crop provides
an increased profit for the
farmers. They can get 1.5
tons of yield out of 2 acres
of land, which is over 10
percent more than the yield
from other varieties
currently available in
Pakistan.” “This year we
sold 11 tons of seeds across
Pakistan, which will be
cultivated on 20,000 acres,
and our target for next year
is 100 tons,” said Zhou
Xusheng, director of the
international business
department.

{WEREET,

LY -

= =y

Governor State Bank of Pakistan Jameel Ahmad in a group photo during flag hoisting ceremony to

mark the 76" Independence Day at SBP headquarter.

their families were present during the occasion.

FTO emphasizes significance
of Independence Day, pays
tribute to freedom fighters

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman Meher Kashif
Younis on Monday said that
Independence Day
represents the culmination
of colossal sacrifices made
by countless freedom
fighters who dreamt of and
worked tirelessly for a free
and sovereign Pakistan.
Speaking at a function held
under the aegis of Gold Ring
Economic Forum, a strategic

think tank to celebrate
“Independence Day”, he
said It is an opportunity for
all of us to reflect on the
struggles and achievements
of our nation and to renew
our commitment to its
progress and prosperity,
said a news release issued
here.

He said as we gather
together on this auspicious
occasion, we are reminded
of the sacrifices.

SCCI holds
flag-hoisting
ceremony

SIALKOT (APP): Leading
exporters hosted a national
flag-hoisting ceremony at
the lawns of Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) here on
Monday in connection
with Pakistan’s 76"
Independence Day
celebrations.

SCCI President Abdul
Ghafoor Malik hoisted the
national flag besides
cutting a special cake to
rejoice the celebrations at
a special ceremony, held at
the SCCI auditorium.

SBP Governor pays respects
to Quaid —e-Azam on 76"
Independence Day

Independent Report
KARACHTI: Addressing the
flag hoisting ceremony to
mark the 76" Independence
Day at State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) headquarter
at Karachi, Governor SBP,
Mr. Jameel Ahmad paid rich
tributes to Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
his companions who despite
adversities, led the freedom
struggle and won an
independent state for
Muslims of subcontinent.
He recalled the hostile
circumstances the nascent
state of Pakistan endured
during its initial days and
how it made to rely on

others in order to perform
financial and banking
activities.

These unfavorable
circumstances eventually
culminated in  the
establishment of State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) for
economic independence of
the country. The ceremony,
attended by the senior
management of the Bank and
a large number of SBP
officials along with their
families, commenced with
the hoisting of National Flag
by the Governor SBP amid
playing of the national
anthem by a band of
Pakistan Navy.

UAE’s Blue Carbon signs MoU
with Zimbabwe to develop carbon
projects on 7.5 million hectares

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
a landmark development
for climate action and
community
empowerment, Blue
Carbon and the
Government of Zimbabwe
have joined forces through
a momentous
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) for
developing carbon projects
and sustainable initiatives
in the Agriculture,
Forestry, and Other Land
Use (AFOLU) sector on
7.5 million hectares of land
under Article 6.2 of the
Paris Agreement.

Under this historic
partnership, Blue Carbon
and the Government of
Zimbabwe are embarking
on a transformative
endeavor dedicated to the
advancement of
environmental
conservation, the well-
being of local communities,
and the stimulation of
economic growth. This
visionary partnership is
poised to create a lasting
impact on a massive scale,
as the combined efforts of
both entities converge to
facilitate  pioneering
conservation initiatives.

Spanning across an
impressive expanse of 7.5
million hectares within
Zimbabwe, this initiative
holds the potential to
effect profound positive
changes.

Blue Carbon is a
Dubai based company
under the patronage of the
Member of Dubai Ruling
Family Sheikh Ahmed
Dalmook Al Maktoum,
which was formed to
create environmental
assets, nature-based
solutions and register
carbon projects under
eligible methodologies.

Bajaur turns olive green with locals adopting this profitable business

BAJAUR (APP): Together
with abundance of minerals,
gemstones reservoirs and
scenic natural beauty,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
seven merged tribal
districts especially Bajaur
and Waziristan are most
suited for olive farming due
to their compatible soil,
climate condition and
ecological diversity.

Once became aware of
the potential of their fertile
land, the hardworking
tribal people’s response to
this profitable olive

farming business have
turned Bajaur green.

Thousands of olive
trees planted in plains and
mountains of seven tehsils
of Bajaur district on
Mohmand-Bajaur road as
well as lush green olive
valleys of Talash at Dir
Lower catch attention of
visitors once they pass
through these areas.

From Barang to Khar
and Nawagai to
Chamarkand tehsils of
Bajaur, the locals with
active support of KP

agriculture and forest
departments have planted
olive trees in abundance
whose  yields are
contributing greatly to
their wellbeing.
Sharifullah Bacha
(64), a progressive farmer
from Salarzai tehsil, has
hired extra labourers to
plant the available olive
stock on his eight-acre land
during monsoon season. “I
have planted 5,000 olive
plants in spring season
this year and would plant
another 5000 saplings

during current monsoon
through Ashar plantation,”
he said.

Hoping for monsoon
rains in the mountainous
region for his new plants,
Bacha said, “provision of
ample water for these
plants is must, without
which farmers can suffer
great financial losses.”

Ziaul Islam Dawar,
Director  Agriculture
Extension Bajaur said
under KP government’s
olive promotion project,
grafting in over 250,000

wild olive trees was
achieved while olive
orchards on 150 acres were
successfully raised in
Bajaur. Ahmad Said, former
Project In-charge,
Promotion of Olive Trees
Cultivation on Commercial
Scale (POTCCS) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa told APP
that the entire Malakand
division including Bajaur
and Dir districts, merged
areas’ South Waziristan,
Orakzai and Khyber tribal
districts were most suited
for olive cultivation.
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CM highlights unity,
determination on
Independence Day

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said on
Monday that youth are the
radiant future of Pakistan
and hold the responsibility
to propel the nation
forward. He conveyed a
powerful message against
despair, highlighting that it
is deemed a sin. The Holy
Quran also labels
disappointment as a sin,
and  Quaid-i-Azam’s
speeches encourage hope
and resilience.

Mohsin Naqvi
underscored the nation’s
bright prospects, despite
his own transient presence,
and expressed confidence
in Pakistan’s positive
trajectory.Speaking at the
main Independence Day
ceremony here at Huzuri
Bagh, he wurged the

government officials,
teachers, and doctors to
fulfill their duties with
integrity and punctuality.

Mohsin Naqvi
particularly stressed the
importance of doctors
adhering to their designated
work hours in hospitals. He
believed that if all
employees diligently fulfill
their responsibilities, the
nation’s progress is
inevitable. He revealed his
consistent advocacy for
doctors to maintain their
duty hours and work
conscientiously during
hospital visits.

The Chief Minister
reaffirmed the
government’s commitment

to its duties and
emphasized that this
responsibility will

continue with the incoming
government. He envisioned

significant improvements if
honesty becomes the
cornerstone of all efforts.
He emphasized that
teachers’ dedication in
imparting knowledge with
integrity would lead to a
promising future for the
children. Reflecting on the
grand Independence Day
ceremony held at Shahi
Qila the previous night,
Mohsin Naqvi highlighted
the participation of
officers from diverse
institutions, including the
judiciary, military
authorities, civil
administration, police, and
gave a message of unity and
solidarity. Drawing
inspiration from Quaid-i-
Azam’s emphasis on unity,
Mohsin Naqvi emphasized
that the nation’s progress
hinges on collective
strength and consensus.

GILGIT: Minister Social Welfare Gilgit-Baltistan

Kulsoom Farman and Member Assembly Suriya Zaman
cutting cake on the occasion of 77th Independence Day
celebration at Women Degree College.

Independence Day
celebration at NESPAK

LAHORE (APP): National
Engineering Services
Pakistan  (NESPAK)
celebrated 76"
Independence Day by
organizing a grand function
here at NESPAK House on
Monday.

The event began with
recitation from the Holy
Quran, followed by
prayers for national unity
and development of the
country.

NESPAK’s Acting

Managing Director
Zargham Ishaq Khan
started the ceremony by
hoisting the national flag
while the national anthem
echoed in the air.

On the occasion,
Acting MD announced
NESPAK s record breaking
business acquisition in
2023, citing that the
company achieved a
business of Rs 17 billion,
which is 20 percent higher
than last year.

Seven Kkilled,
oneinjured in
three different
incidents

ATTOCK (APP): Seven
persons were killed while
one another shot and
injured in three different
incidents in various parts
of Attock, police and rescue
sources said.

In the first incident, in
a gloomy incident, five
persons belongs to same
family were burnt to death
on Hazara motorway (M-
15) near Jehri Kass
interchange on early hours
of Monday.

National highway and
motorway Police sources
said that the fatal family
belongs to Bannu were
going towards Haripur in
their Suzuki van when it
catches fire apparently due
to short circuit at Kalla
Katha range subsequently
all on board burnt to death.
On getting information,
rescue 1122 launched
operation and shifted the
bodies after extinguishing fire.
In the second two teenage
friends drowned in a stream
near Jand on Munday.

LAHORE: Governor Punjab uhammad Balighur Rehman talking

.
to

children on the eve of flag hoisting ceremony on the occasion of 76th

Independence Day of Pakistan at Governor House.

CM KEP visits Police lines to pay
tribute to martyrs on Independence Day

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Azam Khan
on the eve of Independence
Day visited the Police lines
here on Monday to pay
tribute to martyrs.

During the visit, the
Chief Minister paid tribute
to the fallen heroes by
laying a wreath at the
memorial and observed a
moment of silence in their
honor.

He also offered Fatiha
and prayed for the
elevation of the martyrs’
ranks.

Accompanying the
Chief Minister were Chief

Secretary Nadim Islam
Chaudhry, Inspector
General of Police Akhtar
Hayat Khan Gandapur, and
other officials.

The Chief Minister’s
visit emphasized the
significance of
remembering and honoring
the sacrifices made by the
brave martyrs who laid
down their lives for the
nation’s freedom.

The CM conveyed
heartfelt felicitations to the
entire nation and especially
the people of KP.

He emphasized the
importance of renewing the
commitment to the ideals
that led to the creation of

Pakistan and highlighted
the sacrifices of the

Muslims of the
subcontinent.
Chief Minister Azam

Khan recognized that
Pakistan’s establishment
was the culmination of the
immense struggle and
sacrifices made by millions
of Muslims, which has
resulted in the current era
of peace and prosperity.

He acknowledged the
monumental debt of
gratitude owed to the
forefathers and called for
sustained efforts to
transform Pakistan into a
prosperous and developed
nation.

Every Pakistani should
play his role in development
of the country: Governor

LAHORE (Online):
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman hoisted the
Pakistani flag in a simple
ceremony on the occasion
of 76th Independence Day
of Pakistan at Governor
House Lahore today. After
the ceremony, Governor
Punjab and Begum
Governor mingled with the
children and had a lively
conversation with them.
On this occasion, a special
prayer was also offered for
the security and stability
of the country.

Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman while
congratulating the entire
nation on the 76th
Independence Day of
Pakistan said that every

Pakistani should play his
role in the development of
the country.

He said that this day
reminds us of the immense
sacrifices rendered by our
forefathers for a separate
homeland.

He said that today is
the day to renew our
pledge to forget mutual
differences and get united.
He reiterated that the
challenges facing the
country can be overcome
only by promoting unity,
unity, mutual tolerance and
brotherhood. Today, we
have to reaffirm the
commitment that we will
live up to the guiding
principles of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, Unity, faith and
discipline.

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi arriving to the Mazar-i-Iqbal for
laying floral wrath during the celebrations of 76th
Independence Day in Provincial Capital.

Minister celebrates
Independence Day with
medical professionals

LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Health Minister
Dr. Javed Akram
participated as a special guest
in the Independence Day
celebrations being organized
at University of Child Health
Sciences, Services Institute of
Medical Sciences, Fatima
Jinnah Medical University,
Mayo Hospital and King
Edward Medical University,
here on Monday.

Dr Javed Akram
hoisted the flag and cut
celebration cake while male
and female students
presented ‘milli naghmas’

and speeches in the best
manner.

On the occasion, the
minister said that freedom
is a great blessing of Allah
Almighty and Pakistan was
achieved after millions of
sacrifices. The living
nations use the glorious
traditions, sacrifices and
golden days of their past
as a torch to move forward,
he added. August 14 is a
historic day for all
Pakistanis and the message
of happiness and joy
should be disseminated, he
mentioned.

1 Kkilled, other
injured due to
collision of
truck in Toba

Tek Singh
TOBA TEK SINGH
(APP): One person was
killed and another injured
on Monday when a parked
truck was hit by a mazda
near Toba Tek Singh.

According to the
official source, the truck
was parked near
Motorway 253 and a
Mazda was going from
Lahore to Multan. The
parked truck was hit from
behind, as a result, truck
conductor Jahangir and a
man named Abid were
seriously injured.

40,000 plantlets distributed
free under “Green flag,
lush green Faisalabad”

FAISALABAD (APP):
Parks & Horticulture
Authority (PHA) has
distributed more than
40,000 plantlets free of cost
under “Green flag, lush
green Faisalabad” drive.
Divisional Commissioner
Silwat Saeed visited the PHA
stall established at Zila
Council Chowk here on
Monday and appreciated its
role for promotion of tree
plantation on the 76%
Independence Day.

She said that trees were
imperative for arrest of
environmental pollution in

addition to adding natural
beauty on the earth. She
directed the PHP officers to
arrange maximum saplings
for the free distribution
among the general public so
that Faisalabad could be
converted into a lush green
metropolis of the country as
early as possible.

Director General
(DG) PHA Zameer
Hussain, Chief Officer
Municipal Corporation
Faisalabad Muhammad
Zubair Watto and others
were also present on the
occasion.

International News

North Korea’s Kim orders sharp
increase in missile production,
days before US-South Korea drills

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un again
toured major munitions fac-
tories and ordered a drastic
increase in production of
missiles and other weap-
ons, state media said Mon-
day, as the South Korean
and U.S. militaries an-
nounced they will begin
major drills next week to
hone their joint capability
against the North’s evolv-
ing nuclear threats.

Kim’s push to pro-
duce more weapons also
comes as U.S. officials be-
lieve Russia’s defense min-
ister recently talked with
North Korea about selling

more weapons to Russia for
its war with Ukraine.

The Korean Central
News Agency said Kim vis-
ited factories producing tac-
tical missiles, mobile launch
platforms, armored vehicles
and artillery shells on Fri-
day and Saturday. He vis-
ited a spate of other muni-
tions factories in early Au-
gust.

During a stop at the
missile factory, Kim set a
goal to “drastically boost”
production capacity so the
facility can mass produce
missiles to meet the needs
of front-line military units,
KCNA said.

“The qualitative level

of war preparations de-
pends on the development
of the munitions industry
and the factory bears a very
important responsibility in
speeding up the war prepa-
rations of the (North) Ko-
rean People’s Army,” Kim
said, according to the re-
port. Visiting other facto-
ries, Kim called for build-
ing more modern missile
launch trucks and said there
is an urgent need to boost
production of large-caliber
multiple rocket launcher
shells “at an exponential
rate,” the report said. Kim
also drove a new utility
combat armored vehicle,
KCNA said.

Anger grows as Hawaii
fire death toll nears 100

Monitoring Desk
LAHAINA: The death
toll in Hawaii from the
deadliest US wildfire in
more than a century was
expected to cross the 100-
mark on Sunday, fuelling
criticism that an inad-
equate official response
contributed to the heavy
loss of life.

Officials updated the
toll to 93 late on Saturday,
but warned the figure was
likely to rise as recovery
crews with cadaver dogs
continued the grim task of
searching burned out
homes and vehicles in the
epicentre of Lahaina.

The historic coastal
town on the island of Maui
was almost completely de-
stroyed by the fast-moving
inferno early on Wednes-
day morning, with survi-
vors saying there had been
no warnings. When asked
on Sunday why none of the
island’s sirens had been ac-
tivated, Hawaii Senator
Mazie Hirono said she
would wait for the results
of an investigation an-
nounced by the state’s at-
torney general. “I’mnot go-
ing to make any excuses for
this tragedy,” Hirono, a
Democrat, told CNN°‘s

“State of the Union.”

Iran arrests 8
‘foreigners’
after fatal
shooting at

Shia shrine

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iranian secu-
rity forces have arrested
eight foreign suspects af-
ter detaining a gunman in
the killing of one person
at a Shia Muslim shrine,
state media reported on
Monday.

The attack came less
than a year after a mass
shooting at the same holy
site, the Shah Cheragh mau-
soleum in Shiraz, the capi-
tal of Fars province in
Iran’s south.

Taiwan’s Vice President William Lai waves while attending a luncheon in
New York City, New York, U.S.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy awards a Ukrainian service mem-
ber as he visits a frontline, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, near the city of
Soledar in Donetsk region, Ukraine.

Palestinian gunmen say they’re
fighting for Jenin, not foreign backers

Monitoring Desk
JENIN: Sitting in a bullet-
scarred building in the city
of Jenin, two fighters from
Islamic Jihad - a militant
group funded by Iran - cel-
ebrated what they said was
a victory for Palestinians
over the biggest Israeli op-
eration in the West Bank in
decades.

Israeli commanders
said the two-day incursion
in Jenin last month suc-
ceeded in seizing weapons
and smashing infrastructure
used by fighters funded by
Iran, who use a crowded
refugee camp - where thou-

sands live packed into an
area of less than halfa square
kilometre - as a base to at-
tack and kill Israelis.

Israel’s National Se-
curity Adviser Tzachi
Hanegbi said on Aug. 7
that Iran was trying to
“draw a ring around our
neck” through militant
groups like Islamic Jihad
and Hamas in the West
Bank and its proxy
Hezbollah in neighbouring
Lebanon.

While the fighters
make no secret of the fact
money comes from Iran, for
them, the battle is a local

one, fuelled by anger over
the Israeli occupation, and
they show no interest in the
broader geopolitical issues,
according to dozens of con-
versations with fighters and
sympathisers in Jenin.

“We are sons of
Jenin,” said one of the Is-
lamic Jihad fighters, who
identified himself as Abu
Salah. A thin, bearded 36-
year-old, dressed in black
athletic gear and trainers, he
said fighters felt they had
no alternative. “We are sur-
rounded and we are under
siege. We have no choice but
to fight.”

Atleast 41 Kkilled in
Indian Himalayas as
rain triggers landslides

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Torrential
rain in India’s Himalayas
triggered landslides over the
weekend that have killed at
least 41 people, with over a
dozen trapped or missing,
officials said on Monday.
Unusually heavy rain and
melting glaciers have
brought deadly flash floods
to the mountains of India
and neighbouring Pakistan
and Nepal over the past
year or two, with govern-
ment officials increasingly
blaming climate change.

Television footage

from India’s Himachal
Pradesh state showed
houses flattened by land-
slides, buses and cars hang-
ing on the edge of precipices
after roads gave way, and
hundreds of people at res-
cue sites as emergency
workers struggled to clear
debris. “Again, tragedy has
befallen Himachal Pradesh,
with continuous rainfall
over the past 48 hours,” the
state’s chief minister,
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu,
said in a post on the mes-
saging platform X, formerly
known as Twitter.

Russia to equip
new nuclear
submarines with
hypersonic

missiles

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia is in
the process of equipping
its new nuclear subma-
rines with hypersonic Zir-
con missiles, the head of
Russia’s largest ship-
builder told the RIA state
news agency in an inter-
view published on Mon-
day.

“Multi-purpose
nuclear submarines of the
Yasen-M project will ... be
equipped with the Zircon
missile system on a regu-
lar basis.”

Atleast 3 killed, 7
wounded in blast at hotel
in Afghanistan’s Khost

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: At least three
people were killed and
seven wounded on Mon-
day in an explosion at a
hotel in  southeast
Afghanistan’s Khost prov-
ince, the province’s media
office said.

The cause of the blast
was not immediately clear
though the region, near the
border with Pakistan, has
long been plagued by vio-
lence between militants and
their enemies.

The Khost media of-
fice said people originally
from Pakistan’s Waziristan

Christian Zurita and And
conference at a hotel, wearing police vests, after the
political party of slain Ecuadorean presidential can-
didate Fernando Villavicencio picked Gonzalez, the
vice-presidential running mate, to replace him as the
party standard-bearer, in Quito, Ecuador.

region, which is just over
the border and where for
years various militant
groups have operated, were
among the casualties.

Pakistan’s foreign of-
fice did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment.

Afghanistan’s
Taliban-run administration
has faced an insurgency by
militant group Islamic State
terrorists, who have
claimed a series of deadly
attacks targeting civilians,
foreigners and Taliban se-
curity forces in recent
months.

re

US, Japan to jointly
develop hypersonic
missile intercept systems

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Japan and the
United States will jointly
develop new missile sys-
tems to intercept hypersonic
projectiles currently being
developed by China, Rus-
sia, and North Korea, Japa-
nese newspaper Yomiuri re-
ported on Aug. 13. The
agreement is set to be an-
nounced at the trilateral
summit between the leaders
of Japan, the U.S., and
South Korea on Aug. 18.

The cooperation is
aimed at strengthening the
capabilities of both countries
to counter potential threats
and will represent the second
joint missile development

between Japan and the
United States, following the
completion of the Standard
Miissile-3 Block 2A in 2017,
Yomiuri reported. Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
and U.S. President Joe
Biden are expected to hold
separate talks before the
summit, which could affect
the details of the deal’s an-
nouncement.

Hypersonic missiles
are capable of reaching
speeds five times higher
than the speed of sound
(Mach 5), and follow ir-
regular trajectories at low
altitudes, making it difficult
to detect and track with ex-
isting radars.
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AJK PM savys

Observance of Pak I-Day
ignites passion of our
Kashmiri brothers in I10OJK

MIRPUR AJK (APP):
Azad Jammu Kashmir
Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwar ul Haq has said that
Independence Day was be-
ing celebrated with patri-
otic zeal and fervour all
across Pakistan and Azad
Jammu Kashmir.

“It was on this day
(14th August 1947) that the
world’s largest ideological Is-
lamic state came into being
under the wise and visionary
leadership of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah”, the
PM said, adding that the es-
tablishment of Pakistan was
amanifestation of the aspira-

tions of millions of Muslims
of the subcontinent.

He said that the 14th
August 1947 was a historic
day when Allama Igbal’s
dream of a separate home-
land for Muslims of the
subcontinent came true.

In his special message
issued on the occasion of
Pakistan’s Independence
Day on Monday, the PM
said that the historic day
reminds us of the relentless
struggle and sacrifices of
our ancestors.

Paying eulogizing trib-
utes to the father of the na-
tion, Quaid-e-Azam

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and
other founding leaders of the
Pakistan movement, the PM
said that Quaid-i-Azam orga-
nized the Muslim League on
the basis of a two-nation
theory and united all the
Muslims of the subcontinent
under one flag. The PM said
that Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s dy-
namic leadership, unwavering
faith, perseverance and his
vision for Pakistan helped the
Muslims of the subcontinent
to win freedom in a short pe-
riod of time despite the fierc-
est opposition of the Hindus
and the British empire.

Referring to the
Kashmiris’ ongoing struggle
against Indian imperialism,
the AJK premier said that
India wants to oppress the
people of Occupied Kash-
mir through the use of its
military might.

The observance of
Pakistan’s independence
day on both sides of the
line of control (LOC), he
said, ignites the passion of
our Kashmiri brothers and
sisters and rekindles their
hope that the sacrifices
made by them in the on-
going freedom struggle
would never go in vain.
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi hoisting Pakistan

emony on the 77th Independence Day of Pakistan.
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’s national flag at the official flag hoisting e-
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation from Balochist

an comprising Senator Sarfraz
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Bugti and Mir Khalid Lango called on Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-

Haq Kakar.

CM launches C-Art Korangi
to provide psychological
assessment, behavior therapy

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah inaugurated a
newly established unit of
the Center of Autism &
Rehabilitation Training (C-
ART) established by the
Sindh Department of Em-
powerment of Persons
with Disabilities at the Gov-
ernment Special Education
& Rehabilitation Centre,
Orangi.

The foundation stone
of this building was laid by
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto back on 27
December 1994 and it was
inaugurated on July 16,

1999. The total covered
area of the building spans
over 1.90 acres of land
(22064 sq. A.).

Murad Shah said that
keeping in view the need of
the day, along with the ser-
vices being provided cur-
rently by the Special Edu-
cation & Rehabilitation
Centre, Orangi Town, it was
proposed to commence Re-
habilitation Services for Au-
tistic and Autism Spectrum
Disordered disabled chil-
dren. Services to be rendered
through C-ARTS include
Rehabilitation Program, Pi-
lot Inclusion Program.

76th Independence
Day celebrated in
Lyari & Saddar Town

KARACHI (APP):The
76th Independence Day of
Pakistan was celebrated in
a befitting way with great
pomp and show in Saddar
and Lyari Town Karachi.
In this regard, the main
event started with the
hoisting of the national flag.
On this occasion,
Transition Officer South
and Town Municipal Com-
missioner Saddar Akhtar
Ali Sheikh along with Di-
rector Administration
Muhammad Raisi, Senior
Accounts Officer Nacem
Yousufi and other depart-
mental officers and staff
hoisted the flag. On this
occasion, National Anthem
was read and prayers were
offered for the integrity and
development of the coun-

Children presented
national songs and tableaus.

While addressing the
Independence Day cer-
emony, Transition Officer
South and Town Municipal
Commissioner Saddar,
Akhtar Ali Sheikh said that
freedom is a great blessing
and it is the fruit of eternal
sacrifices of our forefathers,
who made great sacrifices
for achieving the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

“They gave us the gift
of the beloved country by
sacrificing their lives. Now
it is our national responsi-
bility to put all differences
aside and make collective
efforts for the develop-
ment, stability and security
of the country so that there
is no harm to the unity and
integrity of the country”,
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HYDERABAD: Mayor Hyderabad, Kashif Shoro

along with Bilal Ahmed Memon, Commissioner
Hyderabad, Fuad Ghaffar Soomro, Deputy Commis-
sioner Hyderabad and others cutting cake during
a ceremony on the occasion of 76th Independence
Day of Pakistan, at Circuit House in Hyderabad.

Hoisted national flag on Independence Day

No evil eye can harm
Pakistan: Naveed Kolachi

Independent Report
KARACHI: On the eve
of Independence Day,
The Transition Officer
Of The Defunct DMC
East Naveed Khan
Kolachi along with Mu-
nicipal Commissioner
Jinnah Town Darya
Khan Pitafi, Superintend-
ing Engineer Mubeen
Sheikh and other officers
and employees hoisted
the flag at the office of
DMC East on the occa-
sion of Independence
Day.

Transition Officer
Naveed Khan Kolachi
said On the occasiin that

for the development and
prosperity of Pakistan,
everyone has to play
their role individually,
Pakistan is an invaluable
country, Insha Allah will
get rid of every difficulty,
the importance of the
blessing of freedom is
well known to those who
are deprived of this
blessing. On this day, we
pledge to do everything
possible for the develop-
ment of Pakistan.

Officers and em-
ployees of Defunct
DMC East were present
in large numbers on the
occasion.

Impressive
Flag-lowering
ceremony held

at Wagah border

LAHORE (INP): An impres-
sive flag-lowering ceremony
was held at the Wagah border
on Monday afternoon to
commemorate anniversary of
76th Independence Day.
Crop Commander Lahore
Lieutenant General Aamer
Raza also witnessed the cer-
emony. The soldiers of the
Punjab Rangers lowered the
flag in a formal manner.

The venue was deco-
rated with national flags ,
buntings and banners.

On the occasion, a
huge number of the specta-
tors, personnel of armed
forces and their families
were present in the cer-
emony.

Aerial firing
claims one life,
Injures 12,
including women

in Karachi
KARACHI (INP): An aerial
firing incident, welcoming
the Independence Day, re-
sulted in the unfortunate
death of one civilian and
injuries to 12 individuals,
including women in Karachi
on Sunday night.

According to rescue
sources, on the occasion of
Pakistan’s 76th Indepen-
dence Day, a series of aerial
firing commenced in vari-
ous areas of the metropo-
lis, including Liaquatabad,
Liyari, Garden,
Mahmoodabad, Landhi,
Korangi, New Karachi, and
Bilal Colony.

As per the rescue
sources, one person was
injured due to aerial firing
in Bilal Colony, Sector 7,
meanwhile, two individuals
were  injured near
Liaquatabad, as well as in
Korangi and Landhi.

Abducted girl
jumps down bike,
kidnapper held

KARACHI (INP): An ab-
ducted girl jumped out of
the motorcycle resultantly
kidnapper also fell down
and was held here on Mon-
day.

Police said that ac-
cused Rajab abducted his
daughter of his neighbour
from Lyari and was taking
her to unknown location
when the girl jumped down
of bike at Korangi Ibrahim
Haidri road.

The bike got out of
control due to jumping
down of girl and kidnapped
also fell down and both
were injured.

Kakar country’s 8th
caretaker PM since 1990

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Anwar ul Haq Kakar has
became 8th caretaker prime
minister of Pakistan after he
took oath of his office on
Monday, the Independence
Day of country.

According to details,
the first caretaker prime
minister of Pakistan was
Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi who
took over the office on Au-
gust 06, 1990 and left after
three months on November
06, 1990. He hailed from
National Peoples Party and
was appointed by then
President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan.

Pakistan People’s

Party (PPP) Balakh Sher
Mazari appointed by then
President took over office
as 2nd caretaker prime min-
ister on April 18, 1993, and
held the office only for one
month and eight days as
Supreme Court overturned
Presidential order and re-
stored Nawaz Sharif’s gov-
ernment.

After Nawaz Sharif’s
resignation in July 1993,
Moeenuddin  Ahmad
Qureshi took over the
charge as 3rd caretaker
chief minister on July 18,
1993 and his continued till
October 19, 1993 (3
months, 1 day).

Pakistan ‘stands firm’ with
Kashmiris’ struggle for
freedom from India; Munir

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): :Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the United Na-
tions, Munir Akram, in a
message to the UN commu-
nity on the country’s Inde-
pendence Day, highlighted
the struggle of the Kashmiri
people for their right to self-
determination and freedom
from India.

“We will continue to
raise Kashmir’s call for lib-
eration at the United Na-
tions and in all forums,” he
said.

“Freedom is never
free,” Ambassador Akram
said, pointing out that “our
founding fathers faced vig-
orous opposition and se-

cured Pakistan through de-
termination, resolve, wis-
dom and democratic
struggle.

“Hundreds of thou-
sands of our brothers and
sisters sacrificed their lives
just to reach their promised
homeland; to fulfill their
dream of nationhood and
liberty. We must never for-
get their heroism; their ide-
als; and their sacrifice.

“Today, as we cel-
ebrate our independence, we
stand firmly with our
Kashmiri brothers and sis-
ters in their struggle for right
to self-determination and
freedom,” the Pakistani en-
voy added.

Murad opens Main Hawksbay
Road, carriageway from
Machhli Chowk to KANUUP

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah inaugurated the
newly constructed Main
Hawksbay Road, including
the rehabilitation of the ex-
isting Carriageway from
Machhli  Chowk to
KANUPP. Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab organized
the ceremony at Macchli
Chowk on Monday.

The project has been
completed under World
Bank-assisted Competitive
and the Livable City of
Karachi. Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab briefing the
CM said that the project

has been completed for
Rs1.15 billion. It was
started in January 2022 and
completed within a period
of 15 months. The length
of the road is 6500 km, and
its width is 8.3 meters
(dual carriageway). It has
21 culverts. Speaking at the
ceremony, Shah congratu-
lated the people of the area
and city who usually go to
Hawksbay for recreation.
He said, “The road has
been made motorable and
street lights have been in-
stalled to facilitate the visi-
tors. “ Shah said, “The as-
semblies have been dis-

solved and now his party
was going to the people to
seek votes.”

He said that he was
sure the people would elect
PPP because its govern-
ment in Sindh has carried
out record development
works all over the province.

Murad Ali Shah
thanked the people of
Karachi for electing
Murtaza Wahab as their
Mayor. “I am sure the
people of this city will again
vote for PPP in the general
election and PPP is bound
to emerge as the largest
party from Karachi also.

Any attempt
to sabotage
CPEC won’t

succeed: China

BEIJING (APP): Con-
demning the terrorist attack
targeting Chinese engineers
in Gwadar, a Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesperson
Monday said that any at-
tempt to sabotage the
friendship between China
and Pakistan and the devel-
opment of the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) will not succeed.
“China will continue
to work with the Pakistani
side to jointly guard against
and counter the threats of
terrorism and earnestly
protect the safety of Chi-
nese personnel, institutions
and projects in Pakistan.”
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani cutting a cake on the occa-
sion of 76th Independence Day of Pakistan inn samaa News Buraue Office.

2 killed, over 50 wounded
in incidents of celebratory
firing in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): Two
persons, including a
woman, were killed in
Karachi when people re-
sorted to aerial firing to ex-
press their jubilation over
the country’s 76th Inde-
pendence Day, police said
on Monday.

A 25-year-old woman
and a man named Abdul
Wahab were killed in
Numaish Chowrangi and
Lyari, respectively when
they were hit by stray bul-
lets.

On the other hand,
over 50 people, including
women and children, were
injured in different parts of
the city.

Three persons were
injured in Korangi, Landhi
and Mehmoodabad No 6

when they were hit by
stray bullets.

Sources added that 29
persons who were injured
in these incidents were
shifted to Jinnah Hospital,
while 24 to the Civil Hos-
pital. Similarly nine people
with injuries were brought
to the Abbasi Shaheed Hos-
pital. Islamabad Police on
its toes to ensure security
onAug 14.

Islamabad Police are
fully prepared to ensure se-
curity on the occasion of
the country’s 76th Inde-
pendence Day as over
1,500 police personnel and
officers have taken their
positions in different parts
of the federal capital while
special pickets have also
been set up.
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CHI: Local fisherman pariicpate

d76th annivérsary of Inependence

of Pakistan boat rally arrange by Pakistan Navy at Karachi harbour.

One killed in
road accident

in Karachi

KARACHI (INP): One
person lost his life when the
motorcycle he was riding on
was hit by a speeding ve-
hicle in Karachi in wee
hours of Monday.

According to details,
the accident took place in
Sona Chandi Lawn area of
Nazimabad in Karachi
where a speeding vehicle hit
a motorcycle, killing one
person on the spot.

Rescue teams reached
the spot after being in-
formed and shifted the dead
body to hospital.

Journalist shot
dead, AMEND
demands thorough

investigation

SUKKUR (INP): Unidenti-
fied armed men gunned down
a journalist at Queens road
of Sukkur and escaped the
scene, police said on Mon-
day. According to media re-
ports, journalist Jan
Muhammad Mehr was on his
way to home from office
when unknown attacked him
leaving him critically injured.
The injured was rushed to a
private hospital where he
succumbed to his wounds
during treatment. The Asso-
ciation of Electronic Media
Editors and News Directors
(AMEND) strongly con-
demning the incident has de-
manded the chief minister
and IG Sindh of thorough in-
vestigation into the murder.

May 9 planned by PTI1
chief, but failed to
achieve results: Asif

SIALKOT (APP): Former
federal defence minister and
central leader of Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Khawaja
Muhammad Asif has said
that May-9 incident was a
plan of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chairman, but
it failed to achieve its re-
sults.

He said military in-
stallations were attacked
and statues of martyrs were
also destroyed by the PTI
leaders on that day. Now,
in the general election,
people would have to take

revenge from the enemies of
the country. With the
power of vote, people
should eliminate the
country’s enemies from the
political scene forever.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
special ceremony held in
connection with the Inde-
pendence Day at Muslim
League House Sialkot late
at Saturday night.

He said the coalition
government steered the
country out of minefields
laid down by the PTI gov-
ernment.

Relations with Russia,
priority of Pakistan’s
foreign policy: Envoy

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ambassador to Rus-
sia Shafqat Ali Khan on
Monday said relations with
Russia was the priority of
Pakistan foreign policy.
Addressing an event in
Moscow, Russia to mark
76th anniversary of
Pakistan’s independence,
the Ambassador said that
relations between Pakistan
and Russia are on very posi-
tive trajectory. He ex-
pressed confidence in fur-
ther strengthening relations
between the two countries.
The Ambassador

praised the invaluable role
of the Pakistani community
in Russia in enhancing co-
operation and bringing the
two countries closer to
each other.

The Embassy of Paki-
stan in Moscow hosted an
event to celebrate the 76th
anniversary of indepen-
dence of Pakistan. A Rus-
sian string quartet of Mos-
cow Tchaikovsky Conser-
vatory - Home performed
classical adaptations of Pa-
kistani songs ‘Jeevay
Jeevay’, ‘Sohni Dharti’ and
‘Dil Dil Pakistan’.
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JAMSHORO: VC LUMHS Prof. Df Ikram Din
Ujjan planting a sapling during the Pakistan Inde-
pendence Day celebrations in LUMHS Jamshoro.

Independence
day celebrated in
Shaheed Benazirabad

NAWABSHAH (APP):
Like other parts of Paki-
stan, Independence Day
was also observed in Dis-
trict Shaheed Benazirabad
with national spirit and en-
thusiasm.

The main function of
the day was celebrated at
Deputy Commissioner
Secretariat. Commissioner
Muhammad Abbas Baloch
was the chief guest on the
occasion. The National Flag
was hoisted by Commis-
sioner Muhammad Abbas
Baloch, Deputy Commis-
sioner Shehryar Gul
Memon, SSP Mehzor Ali,
Chairman District Council
Ali Akbar Jamali and
Mayor Qazi Muhammad
Rasheed.

A smart contingent of
Police and scouts paid a sa-
lute to National Flag. The
participants of the event

prayed for the solidarity
and strength of the country
while prayers were also of-
fered for the demised pas-
sengers of the tragic incident
of Hazara Express near
Sarhari Railway station.
The event of Independence
Day was observed with
simplicity because of the
tragic incident of Hazara
Express. The occasion was
also participated by District
Health Officer Dr Asadullah
Dahri, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Kanwal
Nizam, Deputy Mayor
Mbbvashir Arain, officials
of different departments,
citizens and children in large
number.

Later Commissioner,
Deputy Commissioner,
and others planted sap-
lings on the premises of
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner.
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