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JEDDAH: Pakistan’s Ambassador to the OIC Fawad Sher participating in extraordinary meeting of
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) called to discuss incident of the Holy Quran’s desecration in
Sweden.

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari speaking at a function organized
by the Pakistani diaspora in Tokyo

DUBAI: Leaders of PML (N) United Arab Emirates photographed with former
Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori receiving the pilgrims
warmly with flower garlands as first hajj flight landed at Karachi Interna-
tional Airport during post hajj operation

Emergency session

OIC calls for collective measures
against desecration of Holy Quran

International law should be used to stop religious hatred;
We must send constant reminders to world community: OIC chief

Monitoring Desk

CAIRO: The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) on Sunday said that collective measures are
needed to prevent acts of desecration to the Holy Quran
and international law should be used to stop religious
hatred.

The statement by the group of 57 member states,
most of whose members have a Muslim-majority popu-
lation, was issued after an extraordinary meeting in
Saudi Arabia’s Jeddah called to discuss Wednesday’s
incident in Sweden where the holy book was desecrated
in a protest outside a mosque.

“We must send constant reminders to the interna-
tional community regarding the urgent application of
international law, which clearly prohibits any advo-
cacy of religious hatred,” OIC Secretary-General Hissein
Brahim Taha said.

During the meeting, Mr Taha called for a unified
response to such incidents, describing the most recent
one as a “despicable act”.

The Secretary-General emphasised that such inci-

dents are not mere Islamophobia, but actions that
deeply insult and offend the religious sensibilities of
Muslims. As such, they require serious international
measures to prevent their recurrence.

On Wednesday, a man desecrated the holy book
outside Stockholm’s c entral mosque, the firs t  day
of the Muslim Eid  al-Ad ha ho lid ays . T he ac t
angered  OIC  me mb er T urkey whose backing
Swed en needs  to gain entry to the NATO military
alliance.

Swedish police had granted permission for a pro-
test to take place. But, after the incident, police charged
the man who carried it out with agitation against an
ethnic or national group.

The incident has triggered large protests in Baghdad
in front of the Swedish Embassy. It has also been con-
demned by the United States.

Turkey in late January suspended talks  with
Swed en on its NATO application after a similar
incident of desecration of the Holy Quran by a
Danish far-right polit ician near the  Turkish em-
bass y in S tockho lm.

CM demands fresh NFC Award, maintains:

Balochistan enduring loss of over Rs. 10 bln
annually due to non existence of new NFC Award

Quddus Bizenjo charges PPL proving itself to be “East India Company” for Balochistan; asserts we may not
be forced to give strong reaction; says efficiency of PM’s formed parliamentary committee yet to be proven

Three police and one FC cop martyred
in attack on check post in Sherani district

Langove grieved over martyrdom of security personnel

Nation stood by security
forces: Chief Minister

Slams Sherani terrorists’ attack;

Governor calls for showing
unity to foil enemies’

nefarious designs

Pakistan, Japan have full
potential to increase

bilateral trade: Bilawal

After winning elections,
PMLN to end inflation

on priority basis: Nawaz

Army kill six terrorists
in DIK IBO, ISPR

PM summons
cabinet session
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has summoned the
federal cabinet session on
Monday (tomorrow), citing
sources.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
summoned the federal
cabinet’s session on Mon-
day in which the partici-
pants will review the po-
litical and economic situa-
tion of the country.

PM Shehbaz to
attend SCO
summit via
video link

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif will participate in the
23rd Meeting of SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of State being
held in videoconference for-
mat on Tuesday.

The invitation to the
Prime Minister to attend the
SCO-CHS was extended by
the Prime Minister of India
in his capacity as the cur-
rent Chair of the SCO.

At the forthcoming
CHS, the highest forum of
the SCO, the leaders will
deliberate on important glo-
bal and regional issues and
chart the future direction of
cooperation among SCO
Member States.

This  year, the SCO
CHS will also welcome Iran
as a new member of the or-
ganization.

Offices open today
after Eid vacation

Independent Report
QUETTA: The official holi-
day of Eid-ul-Adha is over
and all governme nt o f-
fices ac ro ss  the  c oun-
try will be open as usual
from today.

According to the de-
tails, the official holiday of
Eid-ul-Adha is over and all
the government offices
across the country will be
open as usual from today.

According to the an-
nouncement of the bank, all
banks and financial institu-
tions across the country
will be closed for public
transactions on July 3.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Baloc histan,  Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo has
stated that Balochistan has
been enduring financial loss
of over Rs. 10 billion due
to non-existence of new
National Finance Commis-
sion (NFC) Award, as such
fresh NFC Award should be
announced at the earliest.

In a policy statement
issued here the other day,
the Chief Minister regret-
fully pointed out that the

7th NFC Award has com-
pleted its  due tenure in
2014, and since then no
other NFC Award has been
announced yet.

He said that the con-
stitution of Pakistan guar-
antees the protection of
rights of the smaller prov-
inces of country, and added
that it is an unconstitutional
and undemocratic act to
overlook any federating
unit in this manner.

The  Chief Minis ter
said that attitude of the fed-
eral government with

of NFC Award could be re-
ceived till June 30, 2023 as
had co mmitted by the
Prime Minister.

He regretfully pointed
out that the Finance Divi-
sion and PPL Board didn’t
pay any heed towards the
PM’s announcement.

He said that it seems
that the Federal Finance
Minister doesn’t take the
PM’s directives seriously.

The  Chief Minis ter
made it clear that we have
no personal grudge with the
federal government. We had

also boycotted the NEC
meeting and federal budget
in compulsion just because
of non-implementation on
the promises and commit-
ment made by the federal
government with the prov-
ince. The Prime Minister
formed  a parliamentary
committee to resolve the
financial issues being faced
by the province and we also
sent a 11-point stance to the
committee for consider-
ation, but to no avail, he

Balochistan is very sorrow-
ful.

He said that the federal
government maintained its
tradition of abiding by its
commitment with the prov-
ince as neither PPL’s arrears
were paid nor the due share

Continued on page 2

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Pakistan Muslim
League-N and former Prime
Minister Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif has said that
after winning the upcoming
elections, PMLN will end
inflation on a priority ba-
sis.

Former prime minister
held an important meeting
with the Pakistan Muslim
League (PMLN) Gulf del-
egation in Dubai.

PML-N lead er was
briefed about the high mo-
rale of the party workers
based in the Gulf countries
including the UAE.

During the meeting, the
delegation inquired about
the well-being of Nawaz
Sharif, while PMLN delega-
tion also met PMLN Senior
Vice President and Chief
Organizer Maryam Nawaz

Sharif.
Meanwhile,  Nawaz

Sharif and Maryam Nawaz
discussed the strategy of
the up coming elections
with the delegation.

Nawaz Sharif assured
and said that the Muslim
League-N will quickly over-
come the problems of Pa-
kistan.

Nawaz Sharif said that
he saluted his party work-
ers who were facing diffi-
cult situations.

PMLN Nawaz Sharif
finalized his future travel
plans and confirmed his re-
turn ticket to London on 4th
of July.

Sources claimed that
PMLN supremo will return
back to London.

He will hold important
meetings in Dubai before
leaving for London.

RAWALPINDI (Online):
Army has killed six terror-
ists in an intelligence based
operation (IBO) in Dera
Ismail Khan (DIK) district
of Khyber Pakhtunkhawa.

According to ISPR, on
02 July 23, security forces
conducted an Intelligence
Based Operation in general
area Kulachi, DI Khan Dis-
trict. During the conduct of
operation, after intense fire
exchange, three terrorists
were sent to hell. Weapons
and ammunition were also
recovered from the killed
terrorists.

The killed terrorists re-
mained actively involved in
various terrorist activities
against security forces, Po-
lice and innocent civilians.

They were also highly
wanted for conducting a
raid on a Police in Kulachi
on 11 April 2022, which
resulted in Shahadat of five
brave police constables.

Sanitization of the area
is being carried out to elimi-
nate any terrorists found in
the area. Security Forces of
Pakistan are determined to
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has di-
rected the concerned au-
thorities to mobilize all
available resources to take
all those sabotaging the
peaceful environment of
the province and spreading
fear and harassment among
the masses to task.

In a co ndemnation
statement issued here on
Sunday, the Go vernor
strongly condemned the
terrorists’ attack at a check
post of security forces in
Dhana Sar area of Sherani
district and expressed grief
and sorrow over the mar-
tyrdom of four security
personnel in it.

The Governor stressed
that those sabotaging the
peace and spreading harass-
ment and fear should not be
spared at all.

Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar also stressed that we
have to demonstrate na-
tional unity to foil the ne-
farious designs of the ter-
rorists and miscreants.

The Governor prayed
for the departed souls of
the martyrs. He also ex-
pressed best wishes for
those injured in the terror-
ist attack.

It may be mentioned
here that four security per-
sonnel were martyred in a
terrorist attack at a check
post of security forces in
Sherani district.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Baloc histan,  Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo has
strongly condemned the in-
cident of rocket attack and
firing at a check post of se-
curity forces in Dhana Sar
area on Sunday.

In a condemnation is-
sued here, the Chief Minis-
ter expressed deep grief and
sorrow over martyrdom of
the three police and one FC
personnel in the terrorist
act.

He also applauded the
Police and FC for killing a
terrorist in retaliation

against the terrorists.
Mir Ab dul Qudd us

Bizenjo said that terrorists
can’t down the moral of our
security forces by carrying
out such cowardly acts.

He said that the sacri-
fices of security forces are
worth following for the na-
tion. The Chief Minister
also said that the security
forces are ensuring protec-
tion of the nation and coun-
try with strong resolve and
courage.

He said that the entire
nation is standing with its
security forces to foil the
nefarious designs of the en-
emies.

Independent Report
QUETTA: Three police
and one Frontier Corps
(F C) p erso nnel were
martyred in a rocket attack
and firing at a check post
in Dhana Sar area of Sherani
district on Sunday morn-
ing.

According to the re-
ports reaching here, un-
known armed assailants re-
sorted to fire few rockets
targeting a check post lo-
cated in Dhana Sar area in
wee hours of Sunday. The
rocket attack was followed
by extensive firing at the
check post. As a result
four security personnel

embraced martyrdom on
the spot. In the meantime,
the security personnels re-
taliated and exchanged fir-
ing with the assailants.

During the exchange of
fire, one terrorist was also
killed , the s ourc es  in-
formed.

Afterwards, the armed
assailants fled from the
scene. Later, the security
forces and area administra-
tion cordoned off the area
and started hunt of the ter-
rorists.

Ho wever, no  arrest
was made in the terrorism
act neither any group or in-
dividual claimed responsi-

bility of the incident.
Meanwhile while con-

demning the terrorists’ at-
tack at a check pos t of se-
curity forces in Dhana Sar
area in strongest words, the
Provincial Minister for
Home and Tribal Affairs,
Mir Ziaullah Langove has
expressed grief and sorrow
over the martyrdom of four
security personnel in the
attack.

In a condemnation is-
sued here on Sunday, the
Min is ter Ho me p aid
homage to the martyred
per s o n n e l o f
Balo chistan p o lic e and
Frontier Corps.

USTA MUHAMMAD: Speaker Balochistan Assembly Mir Jan Muhammad
Khan Jamali and Muhammad Khan Lehri visiting different canals

TOKYO (APP): Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari says Pakistan and
Japan have the potential to
increase bilateral trade in
diverse sectors for mutual
benefit.

He was speaking at a
function organized by the
Pakistani diaspora in To-
kyo on Sunday.

The Foreign Minister
said both countries can ben-
efit from investment in ag-
riculture and livestock.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said incumbent government
is working on economic di-
plomacy to bring prosper-
ity in the country.

He said Pakistan can
learn from Japan’s  ad -
vancement in Informa -
tion Technology and other
fields.

The Foreign Minister
said during his meeting with
Japanese leadership and
entrepreneurs, he will urge
them to enhance trade and

investment in Pakistan.
He said Pakistan has

over sixty five perc ent
populations of youth and
we can exploit this human
res ource through skills
based education and train-
ing.

The Foreign Minister
urged Pakistani overseas
particularly businessmen to
play their role for increase
in trade between two coun-
tries and also strengthening
of bilateral relations.

Fo reign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in-
teracted with a number of
Japanese business execu-
tives and representatives
of Japan International Co-
operation Agency and Ja-
pan External Trade Orga-
nization in Tokyo on Sun-
day.

During the meetings,
the matters related to bilat-
eral cooperation in trade
and investment came under
discussion.
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FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Ali Anan Qamar receiving the
pilgrims warmly with flower garlands as first hajj flight landed at Faisalabad
International Airport during post hajj operation

QUETTA: Provincial Amir Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Maulana Abdul Wasey presiding over meeting of Majlis-e-Amla

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi and Spokesperson of Sindh Government Barris-
ter Murtaza Wahab addressing a news conference at Clifton Park

England batsman Jonny Bairstow walks away after being run-out by Australia wicketkeeper Alex Carey
in the second Ashes Test at Lord’s Cricket Ground

field without any agree-
ment, he claimed adding
that the arrears of the prov-
ince against PPL are above
Rs. 60 billion.

The Chief Minister as-
serted that we may not be
pushed towards the wall,
nor we may be forced to
give strong reaction. The
peo ple of Baloc histan
would not withdraw from
their due rights at all, he
maintained.

He urged the ruling elite
of the country to take no-
tice of the PPL’s attitude and
help secure right of the prov-
ince.

He also urged the par-
liamentary representatives
belonging to the province
to raise its voice in the fed-
eral corridors.

added.
Mr. Bizenjo said that in

addition to the non-pay-
ment of the due share of
NFC Award and PPL ar-
rears, non-release of desired
funds for d evelopment
projects of the province is
also a grave issue.

He said that the effec-
tiveness of parliamentary
committee formed by PM
has not been proved yet,
and the PPL is proving to
“East India Company” for
the province, adding the
CM charged further.

He also pointed out
that the Sui agreement be-
tween Balochistan and PPL
has been expired in 2015.
Th PPL has been continu-
ing its operation in the gas

Balochistan enduring loss...
Continued from page 1

Muslim world condemns
desecration of Quran in Sweden

ISLAMABAD (INP): Muslims across the world
have strongly condemned the desecration of
the Holy Quran in Sweden’s capital during a
protest authorised by the police.

Pakistan, Turkiye, United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Iran and other Mus-
lim countries have strongly condemned the
act.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan has
slammed Sweden over the incident, saying
Ankara will never bow down to a policy of
provocation or threat.

“We will teach the arrogant Western people
that it is not freedom of expression to insult
the sacred values of Muslims,” he said.

The United Arab Emirates has summoned
the Swedish ambassador to protest against
the desecration of Holy Quran.

Qatar has also condemned the Swedish
authorities’ permission to burn copies of the
Quran Thursday calling it a “heinous” act to
have especially occurred on Eid.

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs warns that

allowing repeated infringement of the Holy
Qu’ran under the pretext of freedom of ex-
pression fuels hatred and violence, threat-
ens peaceful coexistence, and reveals abhor-
rent double standards,” its foreign ministry
said.

Kuwait’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said
the burning was a “dangerous, provocative
step that inflames the feelings of Muslims
around the world”.

It called on the international community
and governments “to take responsibility for
swift action to renounce feelings of hatred,
extremism and religious intolerance”.

Iraq summoned the Swedish ambassador
to Iraq on Thursday over the incident.

It called the act “racist” and “irrespon-
sible”, adding that it condemns “the repeated
acts of burning copies of the holy Koran by
indiv iduals with extremist and disturbed
minds”. “They are not only racist but also pro-
mote violence and hatred,” the Iraqi govern-
ment said in a statement.

Only with unity, we can solve
problems of citizens: Murtaza

113,035 tons of offals, sacrificial waste removed from city
Independent Report

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi and Spokesperson of Sindh Government Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that during the days of Eid-ul-Azha, 1,13,035 tons of offals and
sacrificial waste were removed from the city, and more than twenty-four thousand
staff worked day and night, for which I am grateful to the staff, elected representatives,
and concerned officers. Only with unity, we can solve the problems of the citizens, we
will work with the same spirit in the monsoon rains, all was done not by the critics or
their party but by the hard work of the local bodies.

He was addressing a news conference at Clifton Park on Sunday.

Mayor Karachi Barris-
ter Murtaza Wahab further
said that on the first day of
Eid, he had said on the polo
ground that the staff will be
seen working and appealed
to the citizens to cooperate
so that they can serve the
public. For the last five
days, the civic administra-
tion has been working day
in and day out for which I
thank them. I am grateful
to all the officers of the
Sindh Solid Waste Manage-
ment Board (SSWMB), the
District Administration, the
Town Chairmen, and the

staff, they all worked to-
gether with love and affec-
tion. I visited every town
and saw the pace of work.
Alhamdulillah, the sacrifi-
cial waste and offals were
collected in a good manner.
The process of picking the
offals and sacrificial waste
started a day before Eid as
the Bohri community per-
forms the sacrifice a day
before. Perhaps the critics
found out for the first time
in 75 years when the Bohra
community celebrates Eid
while the Ahl al-Hadith
community is still offering

sacrifices on Sunday.
Mayor Karachi Barris-

ter Murtaza Wahab said
that 1,13,035 tons of Eid-
specific garbage was dis-
posed of, including the gar-
bage that was picked up
from the city daily. More
than 24,000 staff were
working this  year. This
year boy scouts also helped
us. I am also grateful to all
my friends in the media. The
media did positive reporting
and pointed out the problems.
With the help of the media,
it was possible to clean up
some places immediately.

Australia win fractious 2nd Ashes Test
despite stunning Stokes century
English captain Ben Stokes’ 155-run innings went in vain

Sports Desk
LORD’S: Australia beat
England by 43 runs to
win the second Ashes
Test at Lord’s on Sunday
and take a 2-0 lead in the
five-match series.

Stokes made a re-
markable 155 before he
was dismissed with En-
gland 70 runs shy of a
steep target of 371.

England were even-
tually dismissed for 327
as holders Austral ia,
bidding for a first away
Ashes series win in 22
years, went 2-0 up in the
five-match campaign.

But it was the dis-
mi ssal of B air stow
shortly before lunch on
the last day that lit the
bl ue-touch paper on
this match and incited
the fury of the usually
sedate Lord’s crowd.

Bairstow, the last of
Engl and’s  specia li st
batsmen, fell in bizarre
fashion for 10 when he
wand ered out of his
ground after ducking a
Ca meron G reen
bouncer  a nd  quick-
thinking wicketkeeper
Al ex  Carey under-

armed the ball  onto the
stumps.

Bairstow thought he
had secured his ground
by tapping his bat be-
hind the crease.

Australia  captain
Pa t Cummi ns could
have withdrawn the ap-
peal  but the decision
was referred to third
umpi re Ma ra is
Er asmus, who rul ed
Ba ir stow ha d been
stumped, with England
now 193-6.

Specta tor s at  the
‘Home of Cricket’ re-
acted in fury wi th a
chant of “Same old
Aussies, always cheat-
ing” in a reference to a
a 2018 ball-tampering
scandal in South Africa
that led to year-long
bans for Australia stars
Steve Smith and David
Warner.

Incoming batsman
Stuart Broad told Carey
“you’ll be forever re-
membered for that”.

But a spokesman for
Ma ry leb one Cri ck et
Club (MCC) the owners
of Lord’s and the guard-
ians of cricket’ Laws,

later told AFP Bairstow
had been given out cor-
rectly.

An Australia team
spok esma n l ater  a l-
leged players had been
“verbally abused” and
“physically contacted”
by irate MCC members
in the Lord’s Pavilion
during the lunch break.

An angry  Stok es,
then on 62, hit out and
on 77  he slammed a
fi er ce pull  b ack at
Cummins whi ch the
fast bowler dropped.

Stokes then hooked
Green for three sixes off
successive deliveries –
the second dropped
over the boundary by
Mitchell Starc – to com-
pete a stunning 142-ball
hundred.

At lunch, England
were 243-6, with Stokes
a remarkable 128 not
out.

Austral ia were
booed agai n as they
took the field after the
interval.

But the jeers turned
to cheers when, off just
the second bal l of the
session, Stokes lofted
Josh Hazlewood for a
brilliant straight six.

Two ba ll s la ter,
however,  he wa s
dropped at deep back-

wa rd  squar e when
Smith grassed a routine
chance before he was
again missed on 114 by
a diving Carey

Left-handed bats-
man Stokes struck two
more si xes off
Hazlewood, the second
a rema rka bl e one-
handed hit.

Austral ia were
without Nathan Lyon
after the off-spinner,
who had limped out to
bat at No 11 on Satur-
day, was off the field
with the severe calf tear
he had suffered while
fielding Thursday.

Stok es, however,
was unable to repeat his
heroics of 2019 when the
al l-rounder’s astound-
ing unbeaten century
secured a thrilling one-
wicket win in an Ashes
Test a t Hea di ng ley,
with England reaching
a total of 359 – their
highest fourth-innings
winning chase against
Australia.

He fel l when he
skyed Haz lewood to
Carey to end a 214-ball
innings including nine
fours and nine sixes.
Stokes walked off to a
standing ovation but at
301-7 the game was all
but up for England.

Ollie Robinson and
Broad, who had helped
Stokes add 108, fell in
quick succession to
leave England on the
brink of defeat.

La st ma n James
Anderson was then hit
on the helmet by a Starc
bouncer before the ex-
pr ess qui ck  bowl ed
Josh Tongue to end the
match, with the third
Test at  Hea dingl ey
starting Thursday.

Cummins, Starc and
Ha zl ewood  a ll took
three wickets apiece to
leave England with a
mountain to climb if
they are to regain the
Ashes.

Only once in Test
hi stor y ha ve a team
come from 2-0 down to
win a series when the
Australia side of 1936/
37, inspired by batting
great Don Bradman, re-
covered to win an Ashes
3-2.

Earlier, Ben Duckett
fell short of a coveted
century at Lord’s for the
second time this Test,
his 83 following a first-
innings 98. His second-
innings stand of 132
with Stokes kept En-
gland in the game after
they had been in dire
straits at 45-4.

Financial irregularities
found in Irrigation deptt

Independent Report
USTA MUHAMMAD:
Disclosure of financial ir-
regularities in the Irrigation
Department, Kirthar Canal,
Usta Muhammad,
Balochistan government
has released funds  worth
crores of rupees in the con-
text of the emergency, of
which there is no record and
it is alleged that no tenders
were made.

Corruption has become
visible. A wave of concern
has spread in the public
circ les . The  authorities
should take immediate no-
tice in this regard.

The public circles of
Usta Muhammad ex-
pressed great anger and said
that the officers of the irri-
gation department have de-
stroyed the canal system by
promoting a culture of cor-
ruption.  More than 80 mil-
lion rupees of funds  re-
leased to clean and remodel
the canals have fallen vic-
tim to financial irregulari-
ties.

The canal system has
been destroyed by allegedly
strengthening the mega-cor-
ruption by doing paper-
work. While during the re-
cent monsoon rains and
floods, funds of more than

crores of rupees were re-
leased by the Balochistan
government in emergency
for the maintenance of fuel
and canals and to give way
to flood relays, which is an
alleged corruption.  And the
monkeys fell victim to shar-
ing.

The canal system was
destroyed due to which the
farmers  are forced to
stumble for the principle of
agricultural water. Accord-
ing to informed sources,
three to four crores out of
eight crores funds exceed-
ing, no tender has been is-
sued, from which the na-
tional treasury of
Balochistan has been given
a loss of 3 to 4 crore rupees
by the Department of Irri-
gation.

The public circ le of
Usta Muhammad appealed
to the Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Secretary Irriga-
tion Balochistan, Director
NAB Balochistan, and Anti-
Corruption Balochistan and
said that they should hold
the  acc ountability of
Kirthar Canal and officers
involved in corruption, in-
cluding the Audit Officers,
accountable and take action
against those responsible
under the law.

‘West Indies’ decline pre-dates this
group of players’: Bishop

LONDON (INP):  After
West Indies failed to qualify
for the 2023 ODI World
Cup following their loss to
Scotland in the Super Six
stage of the ongoing World
Cup Qualifiers in Zimba-
bwe, spoke to Ian Bishop
about what the loss means
to fans back home, how to
manage West Indies’ avail-
able talent pool, and the
changes he would like to see
in Caribbean cricket going
forward.

As someone who grew
up watching an era of West
Indies cricket that you did,
then going on to play for
them with pride, and hav-
ing since followed them in
recent years, what are your
emotions on the team not
making it to a World Cup?
It is a difficult day, and dif-
ficult to sum up. To not
have West Indies as part of
the World Cup is, to me,
unimaginable. I can echo the
sentiments of many fans
and West Indian support-
ers, of whom there are still
many.

Coming at the back of
the 2021 T20 World Cup
disappointment, and then

not making it into the main
round of the 2022 T20
World Cup, it is a stifling
reality of where the [West
Indies] cricket is at the mo-
ment. Not just being with
the Associate nations, but
that some of those nations
are beating you quite con-
vincingly. So there’s a lot
of work to be done almost
immediately, because the
talent level, which I know
there is,  deserves better
representation, or certainly
a bigger need to express it-
self.

The results from the
rec ent ICC events you
speak of, do they give you
the feeling that something
like this was on the cards?
That this  was always  a
possibility? And does that
make you feel like this slide
could have been arrested
sooner? Yes, it has been a
gradual decline. I’ve always
said this  pre-dates this
group of p layers. We
haven’ t  played cons is-
tently good ODI cricket
against the top nations for
perhaps a decade now. The
T20 team, after having been
two-time champions, they

have slid. So like big corpo-
rations who were at one
time at the peak of their
powers, and then through,
I suppose, a lack of vision
or whatever you want to
call it, they disappeared off
the business scene, [and
that is what has happened]
for West Indies cricket,
two-time world champions,
who popularised the field
for ODI cricket.

I know there has been
some introspection that has
been taking place in the Car-
ibbean. But what this does
is, it says that we are at a
few seconds to 12, and we
need all hands on board to
get the representation back
to where it needs to be.

Will all hands be able
to come together to face the
big challenge that faces
West Indies cricket at the
mo ment? The S himron
Hetmyer situation is one
that no one seems to have
benefitted from. And it’s
not as much about Hetmyer
alone as it is about the feel-
ing among fans. Are the
West Indian players moti-
vated enough to play for
West Indies?

Road accidents
claim four lives

ATTOCK (INP):  Four
young men have lost their
lives in two different road
incidents in various  parts
of Attock district, police
and  ho s p it al s o u rc es
said.

In the first incident,
three cousins  lost their
lives as their car rammed
into road side tree near
Thalian interchange in the
limits of Fatehjang Police
Station. Police while quot-
ing the family of the de-
ceased, has said that Majid
Ghori along with his cous-
ins Shahid Ghori and Imran
Ghori, the residents of

Talagang were going to
Murree to celebrate the
Eid vacations while they
met the fatal incident.

Later,  their bo dies
were dispatched to their

native town after fulfilling
the legal req uirement.
Moreover, 18 years old
man lost his life when the
motorcycle he was riding
collided head on with an-
other mo torcycle on
Pathargarh road in the lim-
its of Hassanabdal Police
Station.

Po lice and  ho spital
so urces s aid that
Muhammad Noman was
going from Dolian village
to Hassanabdal city to cel-
ebrate Eid with his uncle
when he met an incident.
He was taken to THQ hos-
pital from where he was
shifted  to Rawalpindi
where he succumbed to in-
juries. Respective police
registered two separate
cases and started further
investigations.

Moeen winning fitness
battle for third Test

LONDON (INP): En-
gland all -rounder
Moeen Ali should be
fit to face Australia in
the third Test at
Headingley with his
finger injury healing
well,  according to
bowling coach Jeetan
Patel.

Moeen suffered a
cut finger in the open-
ing Test at Edgb-aston
and was not selected
for the ongoing Lord’s
clash.

“Fingers crossed
that in the next couple
of days, he gets to rest
it and he gets to
Headingley and he’s
ready to go,” Patel said.

“It was pretty dis-

gusting at the end of
the Edgbaston Test
we’ve tried to look af-
ter it as much as we
can. It’s looking in re-
ally good shape; it’s
healed really, really
well.”

Moeen’s long ab-
sence from red ball
cricket was the cause
of his troubles at
Edgbaston with the
more pronounced
seam on the Dukes
cricket ball, cutting in
to h is knuckle.
“Moeen hasn’t bowled
30 overs [in a day] in a
while and that was al-
ways going to be part
of the risk of bringing
him in,” Patel said.

Monsoon rain
spell in country

begins from today
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department  (P MD) on
Sunday forecast monsoon
rainfall in the country from
July 03 and will continue
till July 08.

The Met Office, in a
report stated that moist cur-
rents from the Arabian Sea
are likely to penetrate in
upper parts of the country,
and a westerly wave is also
likely to enter the country
from July 3 (tomorrow).

Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Murree, Galliyat, Attock,
Chakwal and Jhelum, Azad
Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan and other areas
will receive rain with thun-
derstorm from July 4-7.

Rain, wind, thunder-
shower with isolated heavy
falls are also expected in
Barkhan, Sibbi, Loralai,
Kalat, Khuzdar,  Zho b,
Lasbella and Naseerabad,
Bannu, Karak, Waziristan,
D. I Khan, Rajanpur,
Multan, Bhakkar, Layyah,
Kot Addu, Bahawalpur,
Bahawalnagar, Sahiwal and
Okara from July 5 to 8.

The Met Office also
predicted rainfall, wind,
thundershower with iso-
lated heavy falls in Sukkur,
Jacobabad Ghotki, Shaheed
Benazirabad , Larkana,
Mithi, Chho r, Padidan,
Nagarparkar, Tharparkar,
Umerkot, Sanghar, Mirpur
Khas, Dadu, Thatta, Badin,
Hyderabad, and Karachi on
July 07 and 08.

The Met Office has
warned that heavy falls
may cause flash floods in
hill torrent of Dera Ghazi
Khan and adjoining areas of
northeast Balochistan.
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ISLAMABAD: People are arriving back from their villages on the last vacation of the Eid-ul-Adha, to
start their daily routine from Monday, in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Traffic Police Officials issuing challan to Rickshaw owner
as rickshaws are ban in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Women are buying jewelry from vendors at Daman-e-Koh,
during celebrations in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: People are taking photo graphs with
Zebra at Cage along the Faisal Avenue on the last
vacation of the Eid-ul-Adha, in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Youngsters are taking photo graphs with “ Golden Man” at
Daman-e-Koh durring celebrations  on the last vacation of the Eid-ul-Adha, in
Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A large number of motorcycles
parked in the premises of Shah Faisal Masjid as
people visit on weekend.

Geneva Kashmir moot highlights
plight of Kashmiri prisoners

languishing in Indian, IIOJK jails

Indonesia’s Lombok, Bali Islands fascinate tourists from Pak
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Ind ones ia’s  amazingly
beautiful islands  Bali and
Lombok, surrounded by
lush green mountains and
blue-green waters are emerg-
ing as two fascinating tour-
ist destinations that have
been gravitating foreign
tourists from Pakistan and
worldwide again after the
Covid-19 pandemic is over.

Both islands have dis-
tinctive featured with their
natural beaches, providing
beach lovers with coral
reefs for snorkeling and
scuba diving, exploring cul-
ture and offering people a
place for religious tourism
includ ing historical
mosques and temples.

Lombo k, an is land
in Wes t Nusa
Tenggara province, is a ma-
jority Muslim destination
that is appealing tourists to
explore the charming land-
scape, blue water, beauti-
ful sea sights and scenenic
vallies that provide unique
experiences. Halal services’
excellence has led Lombok

to achieve the first rank for
the World’s  Best Halal
Tourism Destination, ac-
cording to the Global Mus-
lim Travel Index in 2019.
Lombok would be the next
popular destination for Pa-
kistani tourists because of
its natural beauty and deli-
cious food. The traditional
villages like Sade showcase
the island’s unique architec-
ture and way of life.

Lombok is not only
beautiful in terms of natu-
ral beauty and is perfect for
travelers seeking a serene
escape but also food is simi-
lar to Pakistan, said a tour-
ist Hassan Aftab while talk-
ing to APP. Another tourist
Ms. Lucia from England
who was in Lombok for va-
cation, told APP that the
Kuta Beach and Gili Islands
were the most eye-catching
places which were more
peaceful and calmer for en-
joying holidays. She said
that atmosphere of Gili Is-
land was amazing as the
beaches, the sunlight and
the people were welcoming.

Nicolo from Italy said
that he prefers to stay in
Lombok to Italy during his
holidays because he likes
blue water and pristine
sandy shores. Similarly,
Bali has no comparison as
Legian, Seminyak, and Kuta
Beaches are having pictur-
esque landscapes, and vi-
brant arts scene.  From the
stunning rice terraces of
Ubud to the iconic sea
temples of Tanah Lot and
Uluwatu, Bali boasts a rich
tapestry of cultural and
natural wonders, he added.

Bali is a place where
adventure enthusiasts can
surf the famous waves of
Kuta and Uluwatu as well
as they can explore the vol-
canic peaks of Mount
Batur. Abdul Zahir Abassi
a travel agent, who came to
attend Bali and Beyond
Travel Fair in Indonesia told
APP that the number of
tourists from Pakistan to
Bali and Lombok was in-
creasing swiftly and the
opening of direct flights
would further enhance this

flow of tourists as it would
be more economical and
convenient. He said that
similarly, Indo nesian
people were visiting
Pakistan’s northern areas,
therefore direct linkages
would enhance the tourism
economy of both countries.

Both Bali and Lombok
offer an immense cultural
experience that allows visi-
tors to delve into the rich
heritage of the Indonesian
people. There are also sev-
eral similarities between
Pakistan’s and Indonesia’s
cultures and tourist sites.
Pakistan and Ind onesia
have distinct identities and
cultural characteristics.
Both destinations offer a
glimpse into vibrant cul-
tures. Pakistan’s historic
sites like the ancient city of
Taxila and the architectural
marvels of Lahore showcase
its  diverse heritage.
Indonesia’s Bali and
Lombok are home to ancient
temples  and trad itio nal
dances.

Explaining cultural

similarities, Ambassador of
Ind ones ia to Pakistan
Adam Tugio termed distinc-
tive cultural-historic heri-
tage as a treasure trove for
the two brotherly countries
tha t have c ontinuously
been preserved during his-
tory.  He said, “Indonesia
and Pakistan are heirs of
one of the oldest civiliza-
tions in the world, with a
marked history of religious-
cultural communication.

To enhance tourism
between both countries, he
said that Indonesia and Pa-
kistan are working to start
direct flights which ulti-
mately increase linkages
among people. Talking to
AP P, Ni Made Ayu
Marthini, Deputy Minis-
ter for Marketing, Ministry
of Tourism and Creative
Economy, Republic of Indo-
nesia, said that there were
multiple common character-
istics culturally and reli-
giously between Indonesia
and Pakistan that could help
enhance people-to-people
exchanges.

Around 40,000 thousand
people thronged ‘Lake

View’ park during weekend

Public enjoying barbecue
parties amid pleasant

weather after Eidul Azha

Authorities directed
to resolve revenue
matters on priority

Payments under BISP
to begin today: Kundi

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister of State for Pov-
erty Alleviation & Social
Safety, Faisal Karim Kundi
has said that the process of
the  payment of ins tall-
ments under Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) will begin from July
03 (Monday). In a message
for deserving women under
BISP here on Sunday, he
urged them to collect their
installments from the speci-
fied retailers and inform
them in case of any com-
plaint. He said that 0.9 mil-
lion cards of the BISP sus-
pended by the previous

PTI government including
7000 cards of the deserving
women of D.I. Khan are
being unblocked. He further
said that the teams of BISP
are fo rmally contacting
those people whose cards
have been unblocked. So far
over 2,50000 cards have
been restored. Mr Kundi
said that the holders of
blocked cards either contact
the local office of BISP or sent
message on 8171. For the
redressal of the complaints of
beneficiaries, he said a new
system for direct recovery
from banks is being introduced
during the current month.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Families and youngsters in
twin cities of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi thronged pub-
lic parks, open spaces, and
hilly areas to celebrate bar-
becue parties after Eid-ul-
Azha that filled the air with
the smoked aroma of grilled
food. According to a private
news channel, the young-
sters are busy to arrange
special barbecue parties on
rooftops, green lawns, and
open places as well other
picnic spots fo r their
friends and family mem-
bers.

Such parties not only

give an opportunity to en-
joy Eid with loved ones but
also gives a chance to taste
different types of dishes
made of sacrificial meat.

Week-long holidays
along with the pleasant
weather have added charm
to Eid festivities as every-
one enjoys delicious meat
dishes with family and
friends. Eid-ul Azha comes
once a year and the tradition
of sharing meat with neigh-
bors and the needy gives ev-
eryone a chance to store meat
for the coming days to eat
and serve guests adding that
the mutton biryani, pulao.

KSA ranked first
in Govt. Strategy

Index AI

Crackdown launched against
Rickshaw drivers for entering

illegally into Islamabad
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad Capital Police
has  launched a spec ial
crackdown on rickshaw
drivers for illegally entering
into federal capital Pre-
mises, especially in rural
areas, a police public rela-
tion officer said.

Following the direc-
tion of Islamabad Capital
City P olic e Officer
(ICCPO) Islamabad, Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, to en-
sure smooth flow of traf-
fic, to keep the citizens safe
from accidents and keeping
in view the road safety
rules, Islamabad Capital
Police have launched crack-
down against illegal rick-

shaw pullers entering into
federal capital Premises es-
pecially in rural areas. In this
regard several teams have
been formed for a special
crackdown on rickshaw
drivers especially in rural
and other areas of the City.
During the ongoing crack-
down challan tickets have
been issued to more than
260 rickshaws, 90 rick-
shaws have  been im-
pounded at various police
stations.

On this  occ asion,
CTO Islamabad is sued
sp ecial instruc tions  to
zonal DSPs to take action
against illegal rickshaw pull-
ers on a daily basis. The
Special Squad is operating

and taking action against il-
legal rickshaw pullers by
setting up special road-
blocks on Expressway, IJP
Road, Murree Road, Sev-
enth Avenue, Ninth Avenue
and all other major high-
ways of Islamabad.

The night shift
incharge is also taking legal
action against them under
his  supervision and the
education Wing is provid-
ing awareness to the public
about road safety on a daily
basis. Special broadcasts
were also  arranged on
ICTP  Radio FM 92.4
through which they are in-
forming about the crack-
down against illegal rick-
shaws.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
While voicing their grave
concern over the continual
illegal detention of Kashmiri
prisoners in Indian as well
as Occupied Kashmir’s
jails, speakers at a seminar
held on the sidelines of the
53rd session of the UN
Human Rights Counc il
(UNCHR) in Geneva late
Saturday,  said that thou-
sands of detainees lodged in
different jails in and outside
the  Valley was gett ing
worse with every passing
day.

“The seminar titled
“Plight of Kashmir Prison-
ers” was attended and ad-

dressed by political activ-
ists, parliamentarians, pub-
lic representatives, law ex-
perts and human rights de-
fenders hailing from differ-
ent parts of the world in-
cluding Altaf Hussain Wani
chairman Kashmir institute
of International relations,
Faheem Kayani, Hassan ul
Bana, Mirza Asif Jarral and
others”, says a message
reaching and released to the
media here on Sunday.

The speakers contin-
ued  tha t thousands of
Kashmiris who were ar-
rested before and after 5th
August 2019 have been lan-
guishing in India’s notori-

ous jails like Tihar, which
has become a death trap for
Kashmiris.

They said that a siz-
able number of Kashmiris
who were taken into pre-
ventive cus tody on 5th
August 2019 continue to
rot in Amphala, Udhampor,
Hiranagar, Khatua and
Kotbalwal jails.

The speakers said that
the Indian government has
given a free license to its
forces and agencies like NIA
and Enforcement Director-
ate to arrest Kashmiris.
They said that dozens of
top rank political leaders
inc luding Muhammad

Yas in Malik, Musarrat
Aalam Bhat, Shabir Ahmad
Shah, Nayeem Ahmed
Khan,  Asiya Andrabi and
others were picked up from
their homes and whisked
off to prisons outside the
valley.

“They have been ac-
tually abducted by NIA and
ED and shifted to Tihar
Jail under frivolous  and
concocted charges,” the
speakers said,  adding that
scores of detainees includ-
ing Dr. Qasim Faktoo, Dr.
Shafi Shariati, Ghulam
Qadir and many more were
rotting in jails serving life
terms.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Kingdo m of Saudi
Arabia was ranked first glo-
bally in the Government
Strategy Index for Artificial
Intelligence. One of the in-
dicators of the global clas-
sification of artificial intel-
ligence was issued by Tor-
toise Intelligence, which
evaluated more than 60
countries in the world, the
Saudi Press Agency re-
ported on Sunday. Ger-
many and China secured the
second and third rankings,
respectively. The Global
Ranking of Artificial Intel-
ligence incorporates more
than 100 indicators, catego-
rized into seven sub-pillars.

The Kingdom had ac-

complished a remarkable
feat, scoring 100 percent in
all criteria of the index re-
lated to artificial intelli-
gence.

This included the es-
tablishment of the National
Strategy for Data and AI
(NSDAI) within the King-
dom, the presence of a dedi-
cated government authority
for artificial intelligence, the
allocation of funding and
budget for AI initiatives, and
the formulation and moni-
toring of national targets for
artificial intelligence.

This s ignificant
achievement by the King-
dom perfectly aligns with
the overarching goals of
Saudi Vision 2030.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division Liaquat Ali
Chatha has directed the au-
thorities concerned to com-
plete all the ‘Jamabandis’ as
soon as possible.

According to a Com-
missioner Office spokes-
person, the Commissioner
had also instructed that all
revenue matters including
the  iss ues of ‘ Khas ra,
Gardavari, Jamabandi, and
blocked khawat’ should be
resolved on a priority ba-
sis.

The allotment of land
should be done in presence
of all the parties concerned
and unilateral decision
would not be accepted, he
added.

No  revenue case
should remain pending for

more than six months, he
said. High performing offic-
ers would be encouraged
and action would be taken
against those who are not
performing well, the Com-
missioner said.

Negligence on part of
the officials concerned
would not be tolerated as
the citizens face difficulties
due to slow work in rev-
enue matters, he added.

He directed the admin-
istration to ensure cleanli-
ness of the roads and plant
more saplings in green ar-
eas.

All-out efforts should
be made to complete the on-
going development projects
within stipulated t ime
frame and there would be
no compromise on the qual-
ity, he added.

80,000 Zamzam bottles
distributed at Prophet’s

Mosque daily
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Saudi Arabia’s Agency of
the General Presidency of
the Prophet’s Mosque has
significantly increased its
field operations to cater to
pilgrims who have arrived
in Madinah after complet-
ing their Hajj rituals  in
Makkah. According to the
agency, the Suqya Admin-
istration is concentrating on

serving visitors of the
Prophet’s Mosque. As part
of these efforts, over 80,000
bottles of Zamzam water
are being distributed among
visitors and worshippers at
the holy sites, Saudi Press
Agency reported on Sunday.
Additionally, more than
15,000 containers for
Zamzam water have been
installed to facilitate.

IRSA releases
251,600

cusecs water
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Sunday
released 251,600 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions  with inf low of
409,000 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in R iver Indus  at
Tarbela Dam was 1511.27
feet and was 113.27 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 218,200 cusecs
and 110,000 cusecs respec-
tively.

The  water level in
River Jhelum at Mangla
Dam was 1180.70 feet,
which was 130.70 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet.

ISLAMABAD (APP): As
many as 40,000 thousand
peo ple thro nged  ‘Lake
View Park’ to enjoy barbe-
cue parties after Eidul Azha
with their family and
friends.

With its spacious lo-
cation at the sho res of
Rawal Dam, Lake View
Park has started attracting
more visitors than other
public parks and picnic
spots in the twin cities, re-
ported a private news chan-
nel.

Traditionally, people
used to go to Ayub Park and
Nawaz Sharif Park but now
both the places seem too
crowded and there is little

for enjoyment,” there are
also other attractions in the
federal capital inc luding
Japanese Park, the Zoo and
the whole track up to Pir
Sohawa. However, Lake
View Park has all the facili-
ties available in one spot,
making it the most attrac-
tive place for visitors.

Thousands of
merrymakers, inc luding
families  and groups  of
youngsters, belonging to the
twin cities and surrounding
areas thronged the limited
public places in Rawalpindi
and Islamabad.

Visitors also enjoyed
boat rides in Lake View Park
on weekend.

River Kabul continues to
flow in low flood: FFC

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Federal Flood Com-
mission (FFC) has said that
River Kabul continues to
flow in low flood at
Nowshera while rivers
Indus , Jhelum, Chenab,
Ravi and Sutlej are flowing
normal.

According to the daily
FFC report issued on Sun-
day, the existing Combined
Live S torage of the
country’s major reservoirs
of Tarbela, Chashma and
Mangla is 7.135 MAF of
13.443 MAF.

According to Flood
Forecasting Division (FFD)
Lahore, trough of Westerly
Wave over Kashmir and ad-
joining areas has earlier

moved away eastwards,
whereas seasonal low con-
tinues to p revail o ver
Northwestern Balochistan.

Mild Moist Currents
from Arabian Sea are pen-
etrating into upper parts of
the country up to 3000 feet.

For the next 24 hours,
mainly dry weather has
been predicted by FFD,
Lahore over most parts of
the country. However, thun-
derstorm/rain of Light to
Moderate Intensity at iso-
lated places is expected over
Islamabad, Punjab, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan
(Kalat Division) and over the
upper catchments of all the
major rivers during the
same period.

Mirwaiz pays
rich tributes

to trade union
leader Sampat

Prakash
ISLAMABAD (APP): Il-
legally detained All Parties
Hurriyat Conference senior
leader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq, expressing pro-
found grief and sorrow over
the demise of the well-
known trade union leader
Sampat Prakash, paid rich
tributes to him for his self-
less services to the whole
Kashmiri society, especially
the working class.

According to Kashmir
Media Service, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq in a statement
issued in Srinagar on Sun-
day, said Sampat Prakash
was a strong link between
the Kashmiri Muslims and
the Pandit community. A
man of character and prin-
ciples, he believed in jus-
tice and had the courage to
call a spade a spade stand-
ing up to the powers of his
time, he added. He said that
late Sampat was a strong vo-
tary of peaceful resolution
of the Kashmir dispute
through dialogue and the
deceased continued to raise
his voice against all forms
of human rights violations
in Jammu and Kashmir till
his  las t breath.  Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq said Sampat
Prakash was a great son of
the soil and a distinguished
and farsighted voice of the
Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity.

AIOU
announces

admissions for
Autumn 2023

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) has announced
the schedule for the admis-
sions in the semester of
Autumn 2023. According to
the AIOU, the admissions
for the first phase of Se-
mester Autumn 2023 will
commence from July 15,
while the admissions for the
second phase will start
from September 1 across
the country. Vice Chancel-
lor AIOU, Prof Dr. Nasir
Mahmood has given the
approval to establish infor-
mation counters, facilita-
tion centers.

World Youth
Skills Day to
be marked
on July 15

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
World Youth Skills Day will
be marked on July 15 (Sat-
urday) across the globe in-
cluding Pakistan, aim of
the day is to encourage
yo uth to  c eleb rate the
value of acquiring skills
like building, making, and
creating as a way to achieve
personal success and fulfill-
ment.
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Relief, for now
The IMF’s announcement that
it has agreed to extend a lifeline
of $3bn to rescue our crisis-hit
economy has come as a relief to
all stakeholders: government,
business and the public.

Yet the fact that it baulked at
the idea of approving
Islamabad’s request to complete
the ninth review of the just-ex-
pired EFF facility and release the
$1.2bn tranche stuck for
months shows that the lender
still has trust issues with Paki-
stan.

The new agreement comes
under the IMF’s short-term
Stand-By Arrangement and is
structured for a nine-month pe-
riod to help save the teetering
economy.

Even multiple interventions
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, who must be credited for
clinching the deal, despite Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq Dar’s out-
bursts against the Fund,
couldn’t bridge this gap.

The IMF, which blames policy
‘missteps’ and shocks like floods
and the Ukraine war for our de-
clining economy, did not think it
a good idea to free politicians and
their collaborators in the finance
bureaucracy from its oversight
in the lead-up to the elections.

It wants Islamabad to strictly
execute Budget 2023-24 and not
cede to pressure for unbudgeted
spending and tax exemptions.

After all, an economy plagued
with high inflation, drying dollar
inflows and macroeconomic in-
stability takes a long time and
sustained fiscal discipline to turn
around.

The SBA is a better deal as it
ends the uncertainty around fis-
cal discipline before and after the
elections, with fears of an imme-
diate sovereign default receding
as reflected by the rapidly surg-
ing prices of Pakistan’s short-
duration eurobond debt becom-
ing due in 2024 and 2025.

If Pakistan follows the
programme, it can unblock fi-
nancing from multilateral and
bilateral lenders and easily se-
cure bilateral and commercial
debt rollovers to shore up its for-
eign currency stocks.

Moreover, the fear of losing
IMF support again will keep fis-
cal authorities on their toes.

But macroeconomic stability
will not come free; the Fund de-
mands that energy and foreign
exchange market reforms be
implemented, and the State
Bank must pursue a proactive
monetary policy.

That means interest rates will
remain high and base electricity
prices rise by a third to over Rs33
a unit.

The home currency may
stabilise, even strengthen, in the
short run, but further deprecia-
tion of the exchange rate cannot
be ruled out once the adminis-
trative curbs on imports and dol-
lar outflows are lifted.

Politicians and policymakers
need to recognise that the deal
gives them another chance to
implement fundamental, struc-
tural reforms for long-term debt
sustainability and macroeco-
nomic stability.

If we implement the SBA dili-
gently, it will help us secure a
new long-term and less-encum-
bered bailout after the elections
once the arrangement ends.

That is crucial to raise multi-
lateral and bilateral funds to
boost reserves, and buy some
room to execute basic reforms
for overall economic stability.

Meeting challenges

Ah, but there’s the rub

Eat, pray, cancel Focus on food

Muhammad
Amir Rana

Pakistan has been success-
ful in pulling off a staff-level
deal with the International
Monetary Fund and secur-
ing a $3 billion stand-by ar-
rangement. Pending ap-
proval by the IMF board in
July, this pact is expected
to provide immediate respite
to Pakistan’s acute balance-
of-payments  crisis and
serve as a platform for op-
portunities for further finan-
cial support from multilat-
eral and bilateral partners.

Reaching an agreement
with the IMF was no piece
of cake, as it required ex-
tens ive polit ical cap ital
from both the civil and mili-
tary leadership . Unde-
terred, they embarked upon
a relentless diplomatic cam-
paign in major capitals of
friendly nations. However,
this victory is not the end;
it merely marks the begin-

ning of another arduous
undertaking — securing ad-
ditional financial assistance
from these friendly coun-
tries. Their demands are
known, and include issues
related to security and ter-
rorism. As Pakistan emerges
from the shadow of adver-
sity, one recalls that last
year, it had successfully
met another formidable
challenge: getting off the
menacing ‘grey list’ of the
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF ). T his
achievement was the prod-
uct of years of dogged de-
termination and persistent
efforts to convince the in-
ternational community of
its strong commitment to
tightening its monetary
regulations in order to pre-
vent exploitation by terror-
ists and criminals.

These milestones can
be seen against the back-
drop of the Indian prime
minister’s recent visit to the
US, where discussions be-
tween US President Joe
Biden and Narendra Modi
led to a joint statement con-
demning cross-border ter-
rorism and urging the FATF
to enhance its anti-money
laundering and
counterterrorism financing
standards. It was aimed at
Pakistan which swiftly is-

sued an official demarche to
the US envoy in Islamabad.

The strategic commu-
nity in Islamabad believes
that the US and its allies are
employing the IMF and
FATF as geopolitical tools.
This perception is further
bolstered by the view that
Pakistan’s close strategic
proximity to China and its
role in Afghanistan make it
an unfortunate target of co-
ercive politics, with India
emerging as the principal
beneficiary.

While acknowledging
the existence of such geo-
political factors, it is essen-
tial to avoid falling into the
trap of victimhood that
saps the nation’s energy and
compromises its ability to
stay the c ours e.
Externalising the issue will
not yield a solution. Econo-
mists and security experts
have long warned of the
looming economic crisis
and the ramifications of le-
niency towards any mili-
tant group in the country.
When the consequences of
policies are well known,
clinging to the status quo,
without making the neces-
sary course correction,
would leave little room for
justifiable complaints.

Pakistan now stands
at a critical juncture where

it must harness its resilience
and determination to not
only navigate the challenges
imp-osed by global politics
but also take transforma-
tive measures to ensure
long-term solutions.

The allegation of mili-
tants infiltrating India-held
Kas hmir from Pakis tan
lacks substance. Pakistan
has successfully subdued
militant groups in compli-
ance with FATF. Major
groups, like the Jamaatud
Dawa and Lashkar-e-Taiba,
are having an internal debate
but are unwilling go to pub-
lic with it due to their mis-
trust of and fear of exploi-
tation by India. Friendly
nations also have concerns
about militant groups and
extremism in Pakistan.

The way out for Paki-
stan is obvious. The insti-
tutions should focus  on
countering terrorism financ-
ing and fulfilling interna-
tional obligations. Efforts to
neutralise the militant infra-
structure should prioritise
core national interests —
and any temptation to use
them for internal politics
must be avoided. Pakistan
has established mechanisms
to check the illicit financial
flows under FATF compli-
ance. Effective oversight
from parliament and legisla-

tive cover will increase le-
gitimacy and gain interna-
tional trust.

In the grand tapestry
of global affairs, the pres-
ence of strong institutions
to combat illicit financing is
not merely a matter of in-
ternational trust, but a cru-
cial factor in maintaining
geopolitical equilibrium.
Recognising the significance
of this paradigm, Pakistan
must strategically position
itself as a member of es-
teemed international bodies,
such as the FATF, to bol-
ster its influence on the geo-
political stage.

Becoming a FATF
member calls for heightened
responsibility. A few nations
currently find themselves
on the FATF’s grey list, and
are subject to scrutiny by
this international watchdog.
However, fo r Pakistan,
membership promises to
arm it with the necessary
tools to deftly navigate the
intricate web of diplomatic
and political challenges
thrust upon it by formidable
forces such as India, the US
and others.

To secure this coveted
position within the FATF,
Pakistan has earnestly at-
tempted to meet the watch-
dog body’s stringent crite-
ria and elevate its standards.

The FATF places particular
emphasis on fostering trans-
parency, understanding ben-
eficial ownership, and ensur-
ing that criminals are unable
to conceal their nefarious
activities behind a veil of
opaque corporate struc-
tures.

In the journey towards
membership, Pakis-tan’s in-
clusion lies in the hands of
member countries engaged in
the intricate process of mu-
tual evaluation. It is within
this evaluative framework
that the final verdict will be
rendered, d etermining
Pakistan’s destiny in the
ranks of the world’s fore-
most financial warriors.

However, lurking in
Pakistan’s geopolitical land-
scape is a formidable chal-
lenge, one that tarnishes its
global image and threatens
its strategic interests. This
challenge emanates from the
terrorist groups operating
across the Afghan border.

Even as Pakistan navi-
gates the complex web of
relations with the Afghan
Taliban regime, the nation
steadfastly supports its re-
gime. On the other side, the
Taliban, in their unwavering
stance, continue to lend sup-
port to the  Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan.   -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Muna Khan

What is literature’s purpose
and should it be different in
times of war? I was left
wondering about this after
reading Elizabeth Gilbert’s
decision to postpone the
publication of her novel The
Snow Forest “out of re-
spect” for her Ukrainian
readers who expressed their
disappointment that her
book was set in Russia. Al-
though the book was set to
be released in February
2024, reviewers left one-
star reviews on Goodreads,
having read only the de-
scription about it being set
in 1930s Russia.

The Snow Forest is a
his torical novel based
loosely on the Lykov fam-
ily, Russian Christian fun-
damentalists who moved to
a remote part of Siberia to
avoid religious persecution.
They lived in isolation from
the 1930s to 1970s when
they were discovered by a
group of geologists. Gil-
bert said she was inspired
by their story during the
pandemic, her period of
isolation.

“It is not the time for
this  b oo k to  b e p ub -
lished,” Gilbert said in a
video statement she pub-
lished on Instagram a few
days after announcing the
publication of The Snow
Forest.  “And I do not
want to add any harm to a
group of people who have
already experienced,  and
are all continuing to expe-
rience, grievous and ex-
treme harm.”

I wonder if she’ d
have done this if her story
was set in Palestine, or
Kashmir, or Xinjiang or
any other conflict-riddled
territory.

Gilb ert is  arguably

most known for Eat Pray
Love — a memoir cum
self-help book cum trav-
elogue, which stayed on
the  New Yo rk Times
b es tseller lis t  for 187
weeks. She has laid open
her life bare for readers, so
I c an und ers tand  why
she’d feel like she owes
them something. But she
has received a lot of cen-
sure from them.

She has also  been
criticised for being bullied
into postponing her novel
and  how s uc h ac tions
pose a threat to freedom
of speech. When will it be
OK to publish The Snow
Forest: when the war is
‘over’ or will Ukrainian
readers — how do you
quantify this — decide
this?

I wonder if her act of
self-cancellation is an act
of boycott and non-violent
resistance that has often
led to success — albeit at
painful costs: non-violent
protests in the subconti-
nent to British rule, sanc-
tions against apartheid in
South Africa and the BDS
movement against Israeli
occupation of Palestine.

That was then and it
was collective. Today, it
is easier to organise on the
internet, as we saw with
the case of the Ukrainian
reviewers on Goodreads.
Protest  takes different
forms — be it street art,
music, scathing journal-
ism, or diaspora in India
standing up for WSJ re-
porter Sabrina Siddiqi who
faced a torrent of abuse
from Modi supporters af-
ter she asked the Indian
prime minister about hu-
man rights abuses at a
press conference in D.C.

I return to the ques-
tion: what is literature for
in times of conflict? Kate
Malby in I News offered
a possible answer: “If lit-
erature is not about the
cultivation of human empa-
thy, it is nothing.”

His tory teaches  us
how aggressors attempt to
wipe out their victims’ cul-
ture and identity in wars.
Putin is no exception. But

as many have pointed out,
Ukrainians are doing the
same in their attempt to
erase Russia. Malby writes
how Ukrainian writers are
refusing to share space with
Russian dissident writers
like Mikhail Shishkin who
is in exile because of his
open criticism of Putin. I’m
not questioning calls to
boyc ott Rus sian music
productions, art, literature
but to ask who joins in
those calls, and when they
do, are they endorsing one
gro up’s  nationalist ic
endeavours?

Socialists have noted
how support for the Ukrai-
nian war effort comes from
a group “whose rabid ha-
tred of Russia is historically
rooted in Cold War anti-
communism” and that Rus-
sia won’t be forgiven for its
socialist, Bolshevist ties.
Without such questions
that allow for reflections, I
fear we’re headed to an era
of book burning. (We’re al-
ready living in an era of
book bans.)

Nationalism is prob-
lematic especially when
myths are peddled as fact
to legitimise policies and
power. Writers — fiction
and non-fiction — have an
important role to play in
challenging myths, lies and
various groups’ assertions.
I believe that is art’s pur-
pose. The anger at  the
atrocities of war should be
redirected at corporations
and indus tries that sup-
port those efforts, not art-
ists who set their novels
in, this case, Russia.

Journalists challenge
nationalist, military, hyper
religious narratives every
day in Pakistan, often at
great cost. But many also
practise self-censorship
out of fear. Soon they may
be joined by artists who
will feel they have to cre-
ate for popularity rather
than purpose. Literature
and art sho uld no t be
weaponised. You may not
want to read Gilbert’s new
book but that should be
your choice, not one made
for you by a mob.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Aisha Khan
COP27 saw a step change
in the focus on food sys-
tems as a vital sector for
climate action, but invest-
ment and policies continue
to fall far short. In the lead-
up to COP28, the June dis-
cussions in Bonn made sig-
nificant progress in the first
week but encountered a
breakdown regarding the
establishment of a coordi-
nation group for collabora-
tive efforts on agriculture
and food security. The ne-
gotiations concluded with a
procedural outcome that is
expected to be followed
with a draft text in Dubai
for delivery of food system
transformation that ensures
sustainable food security.

The latest Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) report high-
lights the huge impact of
climate change on food sys-
tems and warns that, with-
out urgent action, millions
more people will be at risk
of hunger. At the same time,
industrial food production
sys tems  and  ult ra-p ro-
cessed foods are fuelling an
obesity pandemic. Food
systems (across the whole
food supply chain) are re-
sponsible for 34 per cent
of global GHG emissions,
and food energy systems
are fundamentally inter-
twined. The challenges to
reforming food systems in-
clude climate change con-
straints on pollinators, soil
quality, water availability,
and crop variety feasibility.
However, the threats of
unsustainable agriculture as
the  greates t driver of
biodiversity loss (respon-
sible for 80pc of deforesta-
tion and 70pc freshwater
use) are undermining resil-

ience, increasing fragility in
food systems and hamper-
ing adaptation efforts. As
the world grapples with
food shortages, with more
than 250 million people
facing acute food insecurity,
exacerbated by the climate
crisis, it is time to change
the rules of international fi-
nance that are stac ked
against the world’s poor,
and accelerate momentum
for fit-for-purpose food
systems.

COP28 must set clear
goals, laying out pathways
and identifying prio rity
policies and investments to
deliver food system trans-
formation. The benchmarks
for defining pathways and
ambition at sub-national,
national, regional and mul-
tilateral food sys tems
transformation must be
guided by a just transition.
This will require taking into
consideration food sover-
eignty, global equitable food
distribution and protection
for farmers, farm workers,
pro cess ors as well as
marginalised communities,
placing small-holder and
family farms at the heart of
foo d system trans ition
plans.

Moving beyo nd
benchmarks that are already
embedded in international
agreement and commit-
ments, the new contours
require clear goals from gov-
ernments and the private
sector to address food sys-
tems reform in an integrated
way, including meeting Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDGs), commitments un-
der UNFCCC and the CBD
Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework.

For the Global South,
meeting SDG 2.1 to end
hunger and ensure access
by all people to safe, nu-
tritious and sufficient food
all year round, is becoming
a distant dream. This is
less a problem of global
food supply and more due
to  foo d systems that
prioritise profits over pub-
lic health and the environ-
ment. Without a massive
investment in food sys-
tems and wider develop-

ment needs, large popula-
tions in the Global South
will face a daily struggle to
secure sufficient food for
themselves and their fami-
lies.

The agriculture meth-
ane emissions  by
industrialised countries also
need clear, time-bound tar-
gets for reducing and imple-
menting policies that focus
on the harmful impacts of
industrial livestock farming
and damage to ecosystems,
water quality and health,
labour rights and animal
welfare. Globally, the use
of inorganic fertilisers has
increased tenfold since the
1960s. This has been a key
driver of industrialisation
of agriculture, increasing
yie-lds in many pla-ces
but with knock-out im-
pacts on soil, health and
ecosystems.

In Pakistan, 81pc  of
farm holdings are less than
five hectares in size. While
smallholders and family
farmers are ideally suited
for embracing agro-ecologi-
cal and regenerative prac-
tices, they often face invest-
ment structures that limit
their access to finance and
exclude them from supply
chains dominated by larger
businesses. Pakistan ranks
92 out of 107 countries
with 43pc of the popula-
tion food-insecure and 18pc
facing severe food short-
ages. With rap id
urbanisation and greater
quantities  of food con-
sumed and wasted in cities,
Pakistan needs  to revisit
policies, repurpose agri-
cultural subsidies and align
objectives with initiatives
like the Milan Urban Food
Policy Pact.

The FAO roadmap
for fo od  sys tems  an-
nounced at COP27 with
the  firs t outp ut  d ue  at
COP28, can help Paki-
s tan imp ro ve
sustainability whilst also
enhancing resilience and
improving food security.
It is critical to plan and
set milestones now for
different sub-sectors for
the agri-food sys tem to
2050.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Ghazi Salahuddin

An ‘Alhamdulillah’ mo-
ment it was for Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif when
Pakistan reached a nine-
month $3 billion staff-level
agreement with the IMF on
Friday, the second day of
Eid. And it certainly lifted
the spirits of the ruling
c o a l i t i o n ’ s
supporters.There had been
great suspense about it,
with the threat of a default
looming on the horizon. It
was more real for some than
others. Like in a thriller, the
happy ending was deliv-
ered at virtually the last
minute. The lead role in this
‘c hase seq uenc e’ was
played by the prime minis-
ter. Obviously, his vindica-
tion bodes well for his
party’s prospects in the
expected elections later this
year.

But what does it mean
for Pakistan and what hap-
pens in the country in the

immediate context? In the
first place, of course, the
bailout that has to be for-
mally approved by the IMF
Board by the middle of this
month has grave economic
implications.

That, obvious ly, is
not my territory. However,
comments made by inde-
pendent experts and com-
mentators suggest that this
deal is a good sign for our
economy. Miftah Ismail,
the former finance minister
of the present political ar-
rangement, has called it good
news for Pakistan during
Eidul Azha. He graciously
congratulated the prime
minister for his personal
commitment and for speak-
ing to the IMF MD mul-
tiple times. For business
and economy journalist
Khurram Husain, this is a
“ray of hope after a year of
economic chaos”.

Altogether, there is a
sense of relief that Pakistan
has earned an economic
breathing room. At  the
same time, there is increased
awareness about the chal-
lenges that lie ahead in the
economic domain. As it is,
the acquisition of a loan or
financial assistance is not
something to be jubilant
about.

For that matter, the
thought of our economic

management remaining the
same cannot be reassuring.
But we have generally re-
mained prisoners of the
business-as-usual mindset.
It is repeatedly asserted
that economic stability de-
mands political stability –
and it is politics that has
forever been the source of
our disorders.

This o bservation
should allow me to turn to
politics that has entered into
its most treacherous and
violent phase. There is the
spectre of May 9 to con-
tend with. Nothing has ever
been so disruptive and so
testing in our political his-
tory. While it is hard to
grasp the extent and depth
of what has already hap-
pened after that day of in-
famy, some very pertinent
issues are still in the pro-
cess of being resolved.
Naturally, a number of
questions relating to the
ongoing developments in
the political arena were
posed to the prime minis-
ter when he addressed the
press conference on Fri-
day.

Eid has been some
kind of an interlude in these
proceedings. For instance,
speculation about when
Imran Khan would be taken
into custody had rested on
this premise: before Eid or

after Eid? That is how a
festival like Eid becomes a
marker also in our personal
business.

Anyhow, the before
Eid option is now dead. We
are entering into the after-
Eid segment of time. There
have been these five holi-
days and the action, in a
sense, begins tomorrow –
on Monday. The pace of
events is likely to be hec-
tic, under the dark shadow
cast by that momentous
press conference of the di-
rector general of the ISPR
on Monday June 26. Its
easily deciphered message
was that  the game for
Imran Khan and his party
was over.

How this ending is to
be scripted is the cause of
tension that is now grip-
ping the nation. There are
various dots that are yet
to be connected. Surely, the
IMF deal is woven in this
story, giving the coalition
government much confi-
dence in playing its cards.
Shehbaz Sharif has ex-
plained the government’s
pos ition on who will be
tried in the military courts
while the issue is still be-
fore a divided Supreme
Court of Pakistan.

Against this bac k-
drop, Pakistan has clearly
a very welcome opportu-

nity to make a new begin-
ning.  If the  preliminary
IMF deal can facilitate the
necessary economic re-
forms and the anticipated
closure of the May 9 di-
saster can restore some
harmony in the political
arena, what can now im-
pede Pakistan’s gradual ad-
vancement?

Ah, but there’s the
rub. Apart from the fact
that old ideas do not a new
beginning make, our rulers
have congenitally ignored
or paid little attention to
an entire area of national
activity that is crucial for
any movement in any di-
rection. I am referring to the
social sector and the build-
ing of social capital. This
is something that cannot be
imported or borrowed. Nor
can any judgment made in
whichever c ourt  c an
change or modify our hu-
man development indica-
tors.

There is this simple
po int that  s ho uld be
present to the rulers when
they sit on the table of au-
thority to make policies for
this  nation.  No  c risis,
whether it is economic or
political, can be resolved
when there is a human capi-
tal crisis in the country. The
truth of this statement is
manifest in the quality of

our performance and
behaviour at all levels of
society.

Though we did not
need those reminders, in-
ternational agencies and re-
search organizations have
constantly been trying to
rouse us from our deep
slumber, though in a care-
ful and diplomatic nudge.
We are not waking up.
What opium has been ad-
ministered to the rulers and
the populace of Pakistan?

Almost exactly two
months  ago,  the World
Bank had released the Pa-
kistan Human Capital Re-
view in Karac hi and
Islamabad. One focus of
the report was our popu-
lation growth and the state
of health and education.
Pakistan’s Human Capital
Index is below the South
Asian average. We can
only compare it with some
countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa.

In his IMF deal press
conference on Friday, PM
Shehbaz Sharif confessed
that “this is not a moment
of pride but of contempla-
tion”. He would do well to
hold a meeting of all high
functionaries, and do some
contemp lation o n what
this World Bank Review is
telling us .  -- Courtesy
TheNews
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali in a group photo with people during Eid greeting at
Governor House.

MUZAFFERABAD: A destructive view of the warehouse as burnt after fire
due to short circuit, near Tanga stop at the Capital of AJK.

KARACHI: A view of the sea shells at Sea View after the recent storm in
Arabian Sea in Provincial Capital.

LAHORE: Visitors viewing displayed artworks at Lahore Museum.

HYDERABAD: Children enjoying the mechanical
swing ride at Fan Land Park.

Climate change-induced sizzling temperature poses threat to ecological balance

Pakistan will come out of
all problems: Tessori

Governor Sindh committed for welfare of people

State minister says:

Efforts on to give
maximum relief

Radio Pakhtunkhwa role
in sharing joys with people

is commendable, Feroze

Nasir Shah lauds efforts
of LG representatives

on Eidul Adha

Int’l seminar will
organize on completion

of 10-year of CPEC

Mega sewerage project
to be completed in two

months: Rana Amir

Rescue1122 extends its
services in 26 emergencies

during Eid-ul-Azha

Positive activities stressed
for healthy personality,
development of youth

GCU adopts HEC’s
new UG policy

Desecration of
Holy Quran
condemned

LAHO RE (APP ): A
political party head has
stro ngly co ndemned
desecration of holy Quran
in Sweden recently.

Pakistan Markazi
Muslim League President
Khalid Mas ood Sindhu
said  in a statement on
Sunday the incident was
unacceptable and painful
for the Muslims.

He said that allowing
pages of the holy book to
be s et on fire by the
Swedish authorities  on
Eidul Azha  in front of
Muslims was intolerable.
He said it was a conspiracy
to hurt the sentiments of
billions of Muslims in the
name of freedom of speech.

He s aid the
desecration incident was
the second tragic incident
of Islamophobia of the
West during the current
year. He demanded the
government register strong
protest on the incident
after summo ning the
Swedish ambassador at the
Ministry of F oreign
Affairs.

Rain predicted
from July 3 to

8 in KP
PESHAWAR (APP): The
Regional Meteorological
Dep artment o n Sunday
predicted five days rains
starting July 3 to 8 in most
parts of Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa.

Ac co rding to  a
no tification is sued by
Provincial Disaster
Management Autho rity
(P DMA) in which
Regional Met Office
Peshawar has informed
that a new spell of rains is
starting for which people
are urged  to  take  all
precautionary measures to
avoid  any loss of life,
damages to infrastructure
and crops and animals.

Furthermo re,  all
co nc erned  authorities
asked to take the safety
measures. Tourists to be
informed about weather
fo recas t,  ensure
availability of all
emergency services staff
and machineries and other
reso urc es , and  all
co nc erned line
departments to  remain
vigilant in restoring road.

9 girls among 10
abducted from

Faisalabad
FAISALABAD (APP ):
Ten people including nine
girls were abducted from
different  p arts of
Faisalabad during the past
12 hours.
A police spokesman said
here on Sunday that 19-
year-old Asma Tahira and
her 18-year-o ld cous in
Muqaddas were abducted
from Data Colony Raza
Abad whereas Nafeesi Bibi
was kid napp ed from
Nallaywala Chak Jhumra.

Similarly, a youth Atif
was kidnapped from Roza
Park Manso orabad,
Mehnaz Munir from Chak
No .197-RB, Shakeela
Umar Daraz from Ali
Town, Maria Rabnawaz
from Chak No.241-RB and
Saira was kidnapped from
Chak No.228-GB whereas
Iqra and her sister Aleena.

‘Robber’ killed
in police

encounter
FAISALABAD (APP ):
Punjab Highway Patrol
(PHP) police claim to have
killed an alleged robber in
an encounter in the area of
Baluchni police station.

Po lice sp okesman
Inspector Rizwan Bhatti
said here on Sunday that a
PHP team had received
info rmation that  two
armed bandits were on their
looting spree near Asghar
Abad patrolling post late
Saturday night.

The team, headed by
Assistant Sub Inspector
(ASI) Maqsood Shahid,
rushed to the spot and
signalled  two  suspec ts
riding a motorcycle.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Go verno r Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori on
Sunday said that a political
party, carried out attacks
on May 9, was criticizing
a recent agreement with
Interna tional Monetary
Fund (IMF) and it would
fail in all its  nefarious
designs.

He s aid  that  the
co untry was  facing
economic challenges and
hoped that it would come
out of all problems.

The Governor said
that all-out efforts were
being made to make the
country strong at all levels.

He s aid that
Information Technology
(IT) co urs e ent ry test
would be conducted soon.

Kamran Tessori said
he had asked IT minister
to provide 100,000 laptops
for the youth.

He said that Hujjaj
had returned with prayers
for their children. He said
that their p rayers also
saved the country from the
clouds of default.

He further said that
the prays o f Hujjaj
resulted in deal with IMF.

The Governor hoped
that the co alition
go vernment wo uld do
so mething for the
develop ment  of the
country.

Meanwhile, S indh
Go verno r Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori has
said that when he took the
charge of Governor, he

committed himself to do
whatever he could do for
the welfare of the people.

He stated this  in a
recep tion held in
recognition of his services
by businessman and CEO
unity foods Farrukh Amin
at his residence.

The Governor said
that he was thankful to
God for providing him a
chance to serve the people
on the occasion of Eidul
Azha.

Kamran Tessori also
thanked the people, who
cooperated with him while
serving the people.

On the oc cas ion,
famous industrialist Aqil
Karim Dhedhi, and other
bus iness men were also
present.

SARGODHA (APP ):
Admitting that the country
was fac ing p rice-hike,
triggered  by external
factors, State Minister for
Production and Industries
Tasneem Ahmed Qureshi
urged people on Sunday to
take special care of those
who have no resources to
make ends meet.

Talking to APP here,
he  s aid  the co alition
government was utilising all
resources to provide relief
to the public. It provided
relief to the salaried class,
pensioners and labourers in
the cur rent budget,he
added. The minister prayed
for peace and prosperity of

the Muslim world and for
alleviation of sufferings of
Muslims across the world,
particularly the oppressed
brothers and sisters in the
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and
Palestine.

Tasneem Qureshi said
that peace, toleranc e,
brotherhood and obedience
to the commands of Allah
Almighty were the
messages c onveyed
thro ugh sacrifices  and
performance of Hajj.
Meeting such requirements
through practical measures
would fulfill real objectives
of the recently concluded
Eidul Azha event, he added.

Independent Report
PESHAWAR: Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa Caretaker
Minister Information, Hajj
and Auqaf Barrister Feroze
Jamal Shah Kakakhel has
said  that  the sp irit of
sacrifice s ho uld be
throughout the year and
not just on Eid. He said
Eid-ul-Azha is an
opportunity for the entire
Muslim world to celebrate
and share hap piness
collectively.

On the contrary, he
said, if we always  keep
fresh the spirit of eternal
self-sacrifice as
demons trated by Hazrat
Ibrahim and Ismail (peace
be upon them) and follow

it in the true sense, then
Muslims all over the world
can get rid of divisions and
become united and develop
by leaps and bounds . He
was speaking as chief guest
at the special Eid show De
Akhtar Mulghalre on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Adha at
the studio of Pakhtunkhwa
Radio Peshawar FM 92.2.
Secretary Information and
Public Relations Mukhtiar
Ahmed and station director
Pakhtunkhwa Rad io
Ghulam Hus sain Ghazi
also participated in this Eid
show while Prof Dr. Abasin
Yousafzai and producer
Fitrat Buneri hosted it.

Barrister Fero ze
Jamal Kakakhel hailed the

inno vation and  public
ac ceptanc e of
Pakhtunkhwa Radio and
said that the media as a
whole can light the candles
of hope in the society by
pulling the society and
people from the morass  of
growing anxieties  and
despair.On a question of
Dr. Abasin, the Minister
said that Eid is not only for
children but  also  for
adults.On Eid, he said,
most of the families get
to gether after a long
separation away from their
city or homeland, while the
pilgrims also return to their
homes after the obligation
of Hajj and share the joys
with each other.

BUREWALA (APP ):
Secretary Coordination to
Chief Minister of Punjab
Rana Amir Karim Khan
said that the mega sewerage
project of the city would
be completed in the next
two months and the major
issues would be resolved.

Talking to loc al
people and journalists at
his residence on Sunday, he
said that the mega sewerage
project was started in 2014
and initiated in
collaboration with World
Bank but was delayed in
the past due to negligence.

He said that special
focus was being paid on
the project and it would be
completed in the next two
months.

“No negligence would
be tolerated in this context
as the cos t of the project
has already reached over Rs
500 million due to delay,”
he added.

Rana Amir said that
he himself and the local
parliamentarians  striving
hard to get the required
funds for d evelopment
projects in the city at the
earliest.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister fo r Loc al
Government (LG) Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah while
appreciating the efforts of
all elected local government
representatives of PPP and
other parties on Eid-ul-
Azha, said on Sunday that
the enthusiasm and
passion of all local body
representatives for public
service was praise worthy.

He said that the Sindh
government believed in
support and cooperation
of all the elected local body
representatives, who had
the passion to serve the
people.

He said that  Solid
Waste and Management
along with elected local
g o v e r n m e n t

repres entatives made
possible efforts to provide
relief to the people.

Nasir Shah said that
all the loc al bo dies
representatives should be
active in their respective
areas until the garbage and
complete cleaning. He said
that arrangements should be
made to immed iately
remove the garbage from
the areas.

The Minister said
that the peop le should
register their complaints on
solid waste management
help line number 1128
regard ing was te and
sanitation.  He said that
ac tion wo uld  b e taken
agains t the  officers
concerned, who did not
address public complaints.

LAHO RE (Online):
Go vernment College
University (GCU) Lahore
has made a groundbreaking
announcement, signaling a
monumental shift in the
undergraduate education
sys tem on offer at this
circ a 160 years  o ld
Institu tion of higher
education. Starting from the
Fall 2023 semester, the
University will implement
the Higher Education
Commission’s (HEC) new
undergrad uate (UG)
policy, revolutionizing the
university experience and
aligning it with the
esteemed  well rounded
education standards of top
universities of the world.

One of the mo st
exciting aspects of the new
UG  p olicy is  the
op po rtunity  for GCU
students  to  learn from
General Education courses.
For example, all students
will need to study courses

of Natural Sciences; Arts
and Humanities; and Social
Sciences irrespective of
yo ur  s ubjec t of
specialisation.  They will
all study ICT
A p p l i c a t i o n s ;
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p ;
Community Engagement
as well as Ideology and
Constitution of Pakistan
within the first two years.
As before, they will need
to study Islamic Studies
and English.

Moreover, they will
be able earn an Associate
Degree after just two years
of study. This accelerated
path not only grants them
a recognized qualification
but also allows for quicker
entry into the job market
or further studies.

GCU’s UG programs
will no w also offer a
do ub le-major o ption,
enabling students to pursue
degrees in two different
disciplines.

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
The Emergency Rescue
Service 1122 Abbottabad
Sunday has responded and
provided assistance in 26
emergencies throughout the
Eid-ul-Azha vacation.

Ac co rding to  the
spokesperson of Rescue
1122 Abb ottab ad Sajid
Iq bal,  the District
Emergency Officer
Muhammad Arif Khattak
canceled the holidays of all
staff members to ensure
efficient  and timely
services for the general
public during Eid-ul-Azha
vacations.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
instructions were given to
establish medical camps at
various tourist

destina tions .  T he
Emergenc y Officers  of
Rescue Stations Fahad Ali
Masood conducted visits
and celebrated Eid with
their c olleagues  in the
camps.

Resc ue  1122
Ab bo ttabad delivered
services of international
standards in response to 26
emergencies  during the
three days of Eid. These
emergencies consisted of 3
traffic  accidents , 22
medical incidents, and 1
event related to recovery
or animal rescue.

During this t ime,
Rescue 1122 provided on-
site medical assistance to
over 24 persons involved
in different incidents.

PESHAWAR (APP ):
Highly vulnerable to
climate change
vulnerabilities, Pakistan
was also facing a looming
threat to an ecological and
socioeconomic balances
besides shortage of water
resources owing to rising
of temperature and fast
melting of glaciers, affecting
people.

The rise o f glob al
temp eratures  and
greenhouses gas emissions
have put Pakistan under a
he ightening risk of
disasters , inc luding
heatwaves , dro ught s,
floo ds , and  melting
glaciers.

“Pakistan is highly
susc eptible to climate
change- induced weather
patterns inc luding rising
t e m p e r a t u r e s ,

unpredictable rains and
floods besides fast melting
of glac iers in Gilgit
Baltis tan and Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa that could be
tackled through whopping
plantation,” said Tauheedul
Haq, former conservator of
KP  Fo rest Dep artment
while talking to APP on
Sunday.He said Pakistan
was a unique c ount ry
where over 7,253 glaciers
were providing fresh water
sup plies to millions  of
peop le for irrigation,
drinking and ind us trial
purp os es and it
pres ervation was
imperative for agriculture
growth and ec onomic
prosperity.

Mo stly loc ated in
Himalaya, Hindukush and
Karako rum regions of
Gilgit Baltistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, he
said these glaciers were a
distinc tive so urc e of
freshwater for agriculture,
irr igation,  drinking and
industrial s upp lies to
peop le,  agriculturists,
farmers and industrialists
living in those regions and
downstream up to Karachi
through river Indus.

Besides 2,253 mighty,
medium and small glaciers,
including Baltoro (63km),
Biafo (67km), Batura
(57km) found in Gilgit
Baltistan, the  Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa’s  Upp er
Chitral district was blessed
with around 500 glaciers
es pecially at T richmir
mo untains  ranges
providing freshwater to
Khyb er P akhtunkhwa,
Punjab and S indh
provinces through rivers

Swat, Panjokra, Kabul and
Indus throughout the year.

He s aid  P akistan
contains more glaciers than
any other parts of earth
outside of the polar region.
“Our irrigation network
has largely depended on
thes e glaciers that
continuously re-charge our
irrigated  system in all
provinces,’ said Tauheedul
Haq.He said Pakistan was
heading towards a situation
of water shortage and food
insecur ity  d ue to fast
melting of glaciers, poor
investment in agriculture,
flooding, rapid population
growth and water loss.

Ac co rd ing to
National Water Po licy
2018, the  p er capita
surface water availability
has declined from 5,260
cubic meters per year in

1951 to around 1,000 cubic
meters in 2016 and this
quantity was  likely to
further drop to about 860
cubic meters in next few
years, marking o ur
transition from a “water
stressed” to  a “water
scarce” country.

The policy disclosed
that the minimum water
requirement to avoid food
and health implications of
water scarcity was 1,000
cubic meters per capita per
year and the  situa tion
underlined the need for
rap id develop ment and
management  of the
country’s water resources
especially completion of
construction of dams of
Mo hmand  and  Diamir
Bhasha to conserve the
precious commodities for
future generation.

PESHAWAR (APP ):
Preparations for holding an
International Seminar on
the completion of 10 years
of China P akistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
kicked off in the provincial
capital Peshawar which
would be scheduled on July
5.

The Chinese Cultural
Center China Window in
Peshawar is  go ing to
pres ent  p apers  on the
usefulness of CPEC in the
seminar o rganized in
co llabo ration with  the
Higher Ed ucation
Co mmiss ion, KP
Investment Board and IM
Sciences.

T he  s eminar will
have four s es sio ns  in
whic h pro minent
p erso nalities  fro m
different fields  of life will
express their views on this

great project of Pakistan-
China friendship.

During the seminar to
be held on July 5, awards
will also be given to those
P akis tani and  Chines e
c ompanies who  have
invested a lot in CPEC
p ro jects  and  besides
providing employment to
a large number of people,
have contributed to the
economic development of
Pakistan.

Played a prominent
ro le, acco rd ing to  the
organizers of China
Window, this will be the
first and unique seminar of
its kind in Peshawar, in
which the speakers will
express their views on the
project on the completion
of ten years of CPEC,
while videos  of various
projects will also be
shown.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP ): Station
Co mmander Brigadier
Rashid  Khan has
underlined the need for
promoting p ositive
activities among the youth
fo r the ir healthy
personality development.

He expressed these
views while speaking as
the chief guest  on the
occasion of the Wrestling
Co mpetition o rganized
with the support of the
Pakistan Army at  Haq
Nawaz Park.

He opined that youth
had to play a key role in
national development and
they should be attracted
towards healthy activities
like wrestling for a healthy
society’s development.

He said All-Pakistan
Co untry Wrestling
Competitions  would be
organized with District
Wrestling Association to
provide opportunities in
sports to citizens.

Famous wrestlers and

a large number of citizens
were present in Haq Nawaz
Park to watch the wrestling
competitions.

As  many as 20
wrestlers aged 15 to 35
years participated from
across the country.

Thos e who were
declared winners included
Hamad wrestler, Qad ir
wrestler, Dildar wrestler,
Tariq wrestlers and Amar
wrestler and the chief guest
awarded them cash prizes
and trophies.The station
co mmander, Brigadier
Rashid Khan was apprised
about the historical status
of the Dasi Wrestling game
and the problems being
faced by the wrestlers.

The station
commander assured them
of his full cooperation in
this regard and added that
all possible help would be
provided to enable them to
brighten the name of the
country not only at the
national level but also at
the international level.
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FAISALABAD: A worker is busy in his work at Tissue making factory , to
earn daily wages for the livelihood of his family.

KARACHI: Workers are pealing the “Siri Paye” outside their shop at nanak
warha area, the paye and Siri is the one of the favorite and famous dish in
Pakistan.

FAISALABAD: Workers preserving sacrificial animal hides at their
warehouse.

QUETTA: An elderly man pushing his handcart
full of coconuts for selling to earn livelihood for
his family.

RAWALPINDI: Shopkeepers are packing the
Charcoal  for customers at their shop in Ganjmandi
area as due high demand because of Bakra Eid.

HYDERABAD: Female farmers are busy in seeding rice crops in their fields
at the bypass.

KSA, UAE keen to invest
in Pakistan: Musadiq Malik
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister of State for
Petro leum Dr Musad iq
Malik on Sunday said that
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
and United Arab Emirates
are taking keen interest in
Pakistani info rmation
technology, agriculture and
mining sectors.

KSA has planned to
fix fund s of 24 billion
do llars  fo r investment
purposes, while U.A.E
allocated 22 billion dollars
fund s fo r exp lo ring
op po rtunit ies in three
sectors of Pakistan,  he
stated in an interview with
a private television
channel.The heavy
investment in three major
sectors of Pakistan would
op en many job
opportunities  for young
peo ple, he ad ded. Our
yo ung people having
knowledge of advanced
techno logy are fully
capable to show the world
about their skills, he said.
We are hopeful to bring
busines s o pp ortunities

here in this country, he said.
He said the government has
recent ly co ns tituted
co mmittees fo r One-
wind ow op erations to
fac ilita te the investo rs.
Commenting on Nawaz
Sharif’s arrival in Pakistan,
he  s aid , after the
announcement of the date
by the election commission
of Pakistan, the former
prime minister will come
Pakistan to  lead  the
election campaign. He said
the inc umbent
government’s tenure will be
finished by August mid and
the Caretaker set-up will
invite ECP to announce the
sc hedule fo r general
elections.

He said  it is  the
responsibility of ECP to
hold the next elections in a
transp arent manner. He
said the PML-N under the
guidance of Nawaz Sharif
would sweep the general
elections. To a question
about the next leadership
role in this country, he said
the PML-N will decide

about the leadership role.
To a question about relief
to poor people, he said
desp ite  economic
challenges, the government
has provid ed maximum
relief to employees, and
pensioners besides the
peop le wo rking in the
private sector.  About load-
shed ding of gas  and
electricity, he said, we have
issued directives to the
department concerned to
ensure energy supp ly
during cooking breakfast,
lunch and dinner timing. He
said that a discussion has
been made with Azerbaijan
regarding the provision of
LNG cargo to Pakistan
before next winter.  To a
question about IMF, he
said a nine-month relief
through an agreement has
been made to run the
ec onomic affairs in a
proper manner. He hoped
that heavy investment from
the Gulf region would
boost business activities
besides  o pen job
opportunities in Pakistan.

Pakistan is now firmly back
on right track, says Miftah
Ismail on IMF agreement
Monitoring Desk

KARACHI: Reacting to
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) agreement,
former finance minister
Miftah Ismail on Friday
said, “ Pakistan is now
firmly back on the right
track”.

Pakistan and the IMF
reac hed a long-awaited
staff-level agreement
(S LA) o n a $3 billion
“stand-by arrangement”
(SBA), the global lender
announced today.

The $3 billion
funding, spread over nine
mo nths, is higher than
expected for Pakistan. The
country was awaiting the
release of the remaining
$2.5 billion from a $6.5
billion bailo ut p ackage
agreed in 2019, which
expires on Friday (today).

Taking to  Twitter,
Miftah said  that  the
signing of the $3 billion
agreement  was “great

news” for Pakistan.  He
also congratulated Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
who ensured that the deal
went through because of
his “personal commitment
and intervention”.

“As I have been
saying, a deal with the
Fund is the best insurance
we have against default.
Now InshaAllah the clouds
of d efault will rec ed e,
demand for hoarding dollars
will slowly decrease, and
there will b e renewed
hopefulness and vibrancy
in the business climate,”
said Miftah.

The former Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader noted that
Pakistan lost nine months
in reaching the agreement.
He also acknowledged the
efforts  of his successor
Ishaq Dar, State Minister
for Finance Aisha Ghaus
Pasha, special assistant to
the prime minister on

Finance, sec retaries  of
finance, revenue and power
and their teams in securing
the deal.

“We must recognise
that this IMF deal gives us
yet another chance for
making fund amental
refo rms . Unles s we
undertake these reforms,
Pakistan will remain at the
merc y o f multilateral
lenders and the people of
Pakistan will continue to
pay for the structural and
governance failures of their
governments,” said Miftah.

The former finance
minister was part of the
ruling PML-N. However,
he recently decided to step
down as the party’s Sindh
general secretary and all
other p os itions after
months of bitterness over
his  remo va l and  the
subsequent appointment
o f I s haq  Dar as  the
financ e minis ter in
September last year.

Ahsan calls for
increasing exports

NAROWAL (INP ):
Minister for Planning and
Development Ahsan Iqbal
has stressed the need for
increasing exports of the
country by utilis ing all
available resources.

Addressing a news
conference in Narowal on
Sund ay, the  fed eral
minister said five main
fields of economy including
agriculture, IT, manpower,
minerals and  indus tries
could play a vital role in
increase of exports and to
deal with the economic
crisis.

The Planning
Minister said Pakistan has
the lowest GDP growth
rate in the region and by

paying special attention to
SMEs we can achieve the
set target. He said that we
must increase the tax to
GDP ratio for s elf-
sufficiency. He also urged
the nation to adopt the tax
culture for the
develop ment  of the
country.

Iqbal said Pakistan is
now on a right track after
its agreement with the IMF
and this S tand by
Arrangement  will be
help ful in ec onomic
turnaround of Pakistan.

He regretted that the
PTI has tried to sabotage
the IMF’s agreement with
Pakistan but could  not
succeed.

Speakers say:

5G has the potential to
revolutionize industries

LAHORE (Online): It is
evident that 5G has the
potential to revolutionize
industries and  d rive
economic transformation
on a global scale.

Speaking at a seminar
on “ The role of 5G in
Economy” held here today
under the aegis of Gold
Ring Economic Forum,a
strategic  think tank,
Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombuds man Meher
Kashif Younis Sunday  said
that the impact of 5G on
the economy is expected to
be s ignif icant , with
numerous po tential
benefits  across various
ind us tries .  He said  5G
technology will open up
new pos sibilit ies  for
inno vation and
entrepreneurship. Startups
and businesses will be able
to leverage the high-speed
and low-latency

capabilities of 5G to
develop and deploy new
applications, services, and
business models. This will
spur economic growth,

create job s,  and d rive
t e c h n o l o g i c a l
advancements,he adddd.

He said this improved
connectivity will enable
faster and more reliable
communication between
devices,  lead ing to
increased productivity and
effic iency ac ro ss
industries.He said the low
latency and high reliability
of 5G networks will enable
real-time monitoring and
co nt rol o f mac hinery,
imp roved  supp ly chain
management, predictive
maintenance, and overall
operational efficiency.He
said  this  will fuel the
growth of mobile-based
services, such as mobile
gaming,  streaming
platforms, e-commerce,
and mobile advertising.
Meher Kashif Younis said
the widespread adoption of
5G is expected to contribute
significantly to economic
growth and productivity
gains. Acc ording to
estimates by the World
Economic Forum.

BMP says:

IMF financing good
Dev. but reforms must
to end economic crisis

Actions needed to make
northern regions a center of
tourism: Ahsan Bakhtawari
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Is lamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Indus try
Pres ident  Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari met Chief
Secretary Gilgit-Baltistan
Mohiuddin Ahmed Wani.

During the meeting
held at Gilgit-Baltistan
Ho us e,  Is lamab ad , he
briefed about the first ICCI
Interna tional Tourism
Summit to  b e held in
Skardu from July 7 to 9
next  month.  On this
occasion, arrangements and
meas ures regarding the
tourism conference were
also discussed in detail.

President Islamabad
Chamber while speaking
said that the tourism sector
is the easiest source of
fo reign investment  for
Pakistan. There are
probably no other tourist
destinations in the world
like our northern
regions.However,  o ur

prob lem is that
unfortunately tourism has
never been given priority
in our country and due to
lack of concrete measures
in this regard, tourists are
turning to other countries.

Along with  the
completion of the CPEC
projec t and  the
cons truc tion of Skardu
International Airport, more
steps need to be taken to
promote tour ism.
International flights should
be launched in Skardu.
Flights from all over the
wo rld sho uld c ome to
Skardu.

 Apart fro m this,
special attention should be
paid to the construction of
infrastruc ture for the
promotion of tourism in
Skardu.For the promotion
of tourism,  new
restaurant s, hotels and
guesthouses should be built
to attract tourists.

Farmers stressed
need for switching

over to “Inter cropping”

MEPCO nabbed
16985 power pilferers

during 2022-23

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Ind us try’s
Businessmen Panel (BMP)
has termed the agreement
with IMF as a po sitive
development  for the
economy but warned that
the multilateral d ono rs
financing might not bring
any significant impact on
struggling economy, as the
sustainable solution to
Pakistan’s economic issues
lies  in the struc tural
refo rms and  cons is tent
policies.

FP CCI fo rmer
president and  BMP
Chairman Mian Anjum
Nisar said the deal would
end sp eculation of a
possible default, but the
country’s debt troubles
won’t end there, as the
mo re IMF aid will be

needed in 2024, he added.
He said that the rupee

will strengthen which will
reduce inflation, so, the
IMF agreement is overall a
good development.

The BMP Chairman
expressed his opinion on
the  agreement with the
Interna tional Monetary
Fund and said that there is
po sitive news at  the
beginning of the new fiscal
year, as it was not expected
but the agreement was
reached.

Now the rupee will
strengthen, which will
reduce inflation.He said
that there is a 9-month
agreement which is very
positive, as the caretaker
government will remain in
the facility, however, the
IMF co nd itions have
increas ed  the cos t of
production.

PFC to take part in 2nd Intl
Expo, Trade Fair Kabul

starting on July 16

LAHO RE (Online):
Chairman Rice Research
and Development Board
Punjab Shahzad Ali Malik
Sunday stressed the need
fo r switc hing over to
“Inter cropp ing,” for
growing two or multiple
crops  simultaneous ly in
the same field for bumper
agricultural production to
ac hieve foo d autarky
besides  b oos ting
pro fitability o f farmers
across the country.

Talking to a delegation
of progressive farmers led
by Pir Saddam Hussain
Shah of Pindi Shaikh Musa
district Faisalabad here
to day he  said  Inter
cropping can significantly
enhanc e o verall crop
productivity.

By growing different
crops together, farmers can
maximize the us e of

available resources, such as
sunlight,  water,  and
nutrients,he adddd.He said
the complementary nature
of different crops helps in
better utilization of the
growing space, resulting in
higher yields per acre.The
added income from inter
cropping can improve farm
profitability and financial
stability.

He s aid  Inter
cropping provides a form
of insurance against crop
failure. If one cro p is
susc eptib le to  pests,
diseas es,  o r adverse
weather conditions , the
other crops in the mixture
can compensate for the
loss es, he added. This
diversification of crops
reduces the  risk of
complete crop failure and
helps farmers maintain a
more stable income.

Apple’s market value ends
above $3tr for first time

MULTAN (APP): Multan
Electric Power Company
(MEPCO) caught 16985
power pilferers across the
13 d istricts  o f S outh
Punjab and imposed a Rs
534.2 million fine on them
during the fiscal year 2022-
23.Rs 408.3 were
recovered and depos ited
into the treasury.

4285 ap plications
were got registered out of
14889 applications sent
for registration of cases
against p ower pilferers
during the abo ve said
period.

Grand operation was
underway against  the
power pilferers across the
region under the
supervision of Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
MEPCO Engineer Mahar

Allah Yar Bharwana.
Rs 432.6 million fine

was imposed on 16220
domestic power pilferers
while 4045 cases registered
during the fiscal year 2022-
23.

Rs 11.9 million fine
was imp os ed  on 343
commercial consumers and
90 FIRs were registered.

Rs 12 million fine was
imposed on 42 industrial
consumers (industrialists)
and 16 cas es were
registered.Rs 69.2 million
fine was imposed on 337
agricultural tubewell users
(farmers) and 128 FIRs
were registered.

Rs 4.6 million fine
was imposed on 37 other
consumers and six cases
were regis tered  during
fiscal year 2022-23.

Monitori ng Desk
O A K L A N D /
BENG ALURU: App le
Inc’s stock market value
ended a trading session
above $3 trillion for the
first time on Friday, lifted
by s igns of impro ving
inflation and bets that the
iPhone maker will
successfully expand into
new markets.

Shares of the world’s
most valuable company
jumped 2.3% to $193.97,
giving it a market
capitalis ation o f $3. 05
trillion,  Refinitiv data
showed.

It was Apple’s fourth
straight record high close.
The Cupertino, California
co mp any’s  market

capitalisation briefly
peaked above $3 trillion in
intra-day trad ing on
January 3,  2022, before
closing the session just
below that mark.

Heavyweight growth
stocks  including Apple,
Nvidia Corp and Tesla Inc
ro se s harply after a
Co mmerce Department
report showed the Personal
Consumption Expenditure
price index advanced less
in May than in Ap ril,
reflecting progress in the
Federal Reserve’s fight
against inflation.

Ap ple has  surged
49% so far in 2023 in a
rally by several of Wall
Street’s mos t valuab le
companies.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Pakistan Furniture Council
(PFC ) will take part in the
3-days Imam Abu Hanifa
2nd Interna tional and
National Expo and Trade
Fair Kabul starting from
July 16 to disc over
business opportunities and
explore new market access
for Pakistani products.

Chief Executive
Officer PFC Mian Kashif
As hfaq  talking to  a
delegation of industrialists
led by Ch Zeeshan Elahi
Arain CEO Marvel Cables
here on  Sunday said that
PFC along with Chenone
will be participating in this
mega event, said a news
release.“Chenone will also
exhibit its high-quality

interna tional standards
products to capture their
share in the global market
besides it’s an excellent
opportunity to showcase
Pak products and develop
business  deals with
international buyers”, he
added.Mian Kashif Ashfaq
said  that  around over
hundreds of Pak companies
will be exhibiting the ir
products which included
furniture, textile, garments,
leather garments, sportswear,
sports goods engineering,
etc.He said this expo will
also offer p rofessional
buyers a sourcing platform
with a wide variety of
pro ducts  ranging from
basics to the most creative
and qualitative.

Brazilian
analysts

upgrade GDP’s
growth forecasts
BRASILIA (Xinhua/APP):
Brazilian financial analysts
raised their projected GDP
expans ion in 2023 from
2.14 to 2.18 percent, the
seventh consecutive
weekly upgrad e,  and
upped the 2024 forecast
from 1.20 to 1.22 percent,
the Central Bank of Brazil.

Analysts lowered the
forecast inflation for the
year from 5.12 to 5.06
percent, and for next year,
from 4.00 to 3.98 percent,
according to the bank’s
weekly Focus survey of
the country’s top financial
institutions.

Brazil’s target
inflation is 3.25 percent for
2023 and 3 percent for
2024, with a 1.5 percentage
point margin of tolerance
in both cases.

Market analys ts
maintained the forecast for
the benc hmark S elic
interes t rate at 12. 25
percent for this year.

As per IMF
condition, Punjab
to lose Rs336b
to federal govt
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Punjab will also face the
brunt o f International
Mo netary Fund ’s
conditions as the province
will have to give Rs336
billion from its income to
the federal government in
the coming financial year.

The caretaker Punjab
go vernment has  given
approval to give Rs336
billion to  the fed eral
go vernment  on the
recommendations of the
latter.

Earlier, the  Punjab
Finance Department had
prepared a strategy to give
Rs125 billion from the
revenue collection of the
province.

However, the federal
government requested the
caretaker government in
Punjab to increas e the
share to Rs336 billion as
per the glob al lend er’s
conditions.

CTP to take
action against
transporters
involved in

overcharging
RAWALPINDI (APP): As
residents of the twin cities
of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad head to their
hometowns and villages to
celebrate Eidul Azha, inter-
city trans po rters have
started hiking their fares.

To  s to p this
profiteering, the City
Traffic Police (CTP) has
launched a grand operation
against these transporters
fo r overc harging
passengers.

Ac cording to City
Traffic  Officer (CT O)
Taimoor Khan transporters
have already been warned
to stop overcharging or
else face strict action in
accordance with the law.

CTO said that they
had co ns tituted s pecial
squads who monitor these
buses and wagons.

Stocks push
higher as investors

track China
NEW YO RK (APP ):
Global stocks advanced as
China’s  growth
reassurances and so lid
ec onomic data in the
United  States he lped
reduce recession worries.

US  c onsumer
co nfidence surged
unexpectedly to an 18-
month high in June, fueled
by an uptick in the outlook
for family finances.

Meanwhile new
home sales surged in May
to reach the highest rate
in o ver a year,  while
o rders  of b ig-ticket
manufactured items rose
again last month, fueled by
a sharp jump in orders for
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
equipment.

“There was a lot of
US economic data released
to day and the  key
takeaway was  that  the
economy is not breaking
just yet,” said Oanda’s
Edward Moya.
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inaugurated as East
Timor’s prime minister

Leader of Russia’s Wagner helped boot
UN peacekeepers from Mali, US says

UN chief says Haiti urgently
needs international security
force and humanitarian aid

Hundreds arrested on fifth
night of France unrest
after teen laid to rest

Sri Lanka
approves domestic

debt plan
Monitoring Desk

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s
parliament approved a do-
mestic debt restructuring
plan that is crucial to con-
tinue a $2.9 billion bailout
from the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF).

T he  plan pas sed
with a majority of 122
votes in the 225-member
p arliament.  Sri Lanka
tumbled into its worst fi-
nancial crisis in more than
seven decades last year af-
ter the country’s dollar re-
serves shrank to record
lows, triggering mass pro-
tests, a foreign debt de-
fault and the resignation of
its former president. To
put its debt on a sustain-
able footing and pass an
IMF  review, Sri Lanka
unveiled a much-antici-
pated domestic debt re-
structuring framework.

The US flies nuclear-capable
bombers in a fresh show

of force against North Korea Thousands protest in Iraq
for a second day over burning

of Quran in Sweden

Kenya in shock as
road crash toll hits 52

Telescope
launched on

mission to explore
‘dark universe’
Monitoring Desk

KENNEDY CENTRE: A
European-built orbital sat-
ellite was launched to space
from Florida on a mission
to shed new light on the
mysterious  cosmic phe-
nomena known as dark en-
ergy and dark matter, un-
seen forces scientists say
account for 95 per cent of
the known universe.

The telescope dubbed
Euclid, named for the ancient
Greek mathematician called
the “father of geometry,”
was carried aloft in the cargo
bay of a SpaceX Falcon 9
rocket that blasted off
around 11am from Cape
Canaveral Space Force Sta-
tion. A livestream of the
liftoff was shown on Nasa
TV. New insights from the
$1.4 billion European Space
Agency (ESA) mission, de-
signed to last at least six
years, are expected to trans-
form astrophysics and per-
haps understanding of the
very nature of gravity itself.

Following a sho rt
flight to space, Euclid was
to be released from the Fal-
con for a month-long voy-
age to its destination in so-
lar orbit nearly 1 million
miles (1.6 million km).

Israel no closer
to attack on Iran

nuclear sites,
official says
Monitoring Desk

JERUSALEM: Israel is not
nearing an attack on Iran’s
nuclear sites, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
national security adviser
said, as talks between
Tehran and Washington
have sought to cool ten-
sions.

Tzachi Hanegbi said
it was still unc lear what
will come of talks Israel’s
main ally  the United
States has held with Iran
in recent weeks in an ef-
fort to outline steps that
c ould limit Teheran’s
nuclear program and de-
escalate tensions.

Nonetheless, no agree-
ment would obligate Israel,
which views a nuclear-
armed Iran as an existential
threat, Hanegbi told Chan-
nel 13 television.

South Korea’s
Yoon tells
unification

ministry to be
less soft on North

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: Having appointed
a new unification minister
days earlier, South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol
said on Sunday that the min-
istry had focused too much
on providing aid for North
Korea in the past and needed
to change. The new minister
Kim Yung-ho is a conserva-
tive scholar and outspoken
critic human rights abuses in
North Korea, which Yoon
has sought to spotlight amid
rising tensions on the Korean
Peninsula.

Syria says air defences
intercept Israeli missile strike

Seven killed in
building collapse
in Ivory Coast

Monitoring Desk
ABIDJAN: A six-storey
building collapsed while
under construction in Ivory
Coast’s commercial capital
Abidjan, killing at least
seven of the builders on site,
firefighters at the scene said.

Around midday local
time, the workers heard
cracking sounds and the
building started to crumble
around them, said caretaker
and builder Jourdin Yoro.

“In a rush, we started
to run,” Yoro said. “Within
ab out  45 seco nds , the
building collapsed.” Res-
cue efforts were ongoing at
the site in Abidjan’s up-
scale Riviera Palmeraie dis-
trict with emergency work-
ers searching through a
vast pile of shattered con-
crete and debris.

China warns against
‘confrontation and division’
as US regains Unesco seat

Myanmar’s Supreme Court to
hear appeals of ousted leader Suu
Kyi in cases brought by the army

Monitoring Desk
PORT-AU-PRINCE: U.N.
Secretary-General António
Guterres visited Haiti and
again called on foreign
governments with strong
security forces to help
the  s truggling co untry
fight a surge in gang vio-
lence.

The appeal was made
after Guterres met with
Prime Minister Ariel
Henry, civil society leaders,
U.N. staff and the heads of
various  political parties
during his one-day trip.

“Now is not the time
to forget Haiti or weaken
our so lidarity with its
people,” he said.

Guterres met with re-
porters at Haiti’s interna-
tional airport in Port-au-
Prince, who pressed him on
whether an international
security force would be de-
ployed as requested by the
prime minister last October.

Guterres s aid he
spoke about the issue with
Henry, as well as the need

to hold credible elections.
“I am not here to tell

Haitians what to do. I am
here to listen to them and
to encourage them to build
consensus as broadly as
possible to move the tran-
sition process forward,” he
said.

Henry, who has been
running the country since
the July 2021 assassination
of President Jovenel Moïse,
has been under pressure to
hold elections. But experts
have noted it is impossible
to do so given the current
level of violence in the coun-
try, with gangs controlling
an estimated 80% of the
capital.

There are no demo-
cratically elected ins titu-
tions left in Haiti, with the
country failing to hold leg-
islative elections since Oc-
tober 2019.

“Haiti must return to
democratic order as soon as
possible,” Guterres said.

He also said Haiti ur-
gently needs more humani-

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: T he
United States said on Fri-
day it was concerned about
the  Rus sian Wagner
Group’s destabilizing ac-
tivities in Africa and ac-
cused the leader of the mer-
cenary force of helping to
engineer the departure of
U.N. peacekeepers from
Mali. The U.S. has infor-
mation indicating Mali’s
transition government has
paid more than $200 mil-
lion to Wagner since late
2021, White House national
sec urity sp okes pers on
John Kirby told reporters.

Kirby said Wagner
Group lead er Yevgeny
Prigozhin, who led an
aborted mutiny against the

Kremlin las t weekend,
helped engineer the depar-
ture of the United Nations
peacekeeping force, known
as MINUSMA, “to further
Wagner’s interests.”

“We know that senior
Malian officials worked di-
rectly with Prigozhin em-
ployees to inform the U.N.
secretary general that Mali
had revoked consent for the
MINUSMA mis sion,”
Kirby said.

The U.N. Sec urity
Council voted on Friday
to end the mission. Earlier
this month, Mali asked the
U.N. peacekeeping force
to leave “without delay”,
citing a “crisis of confi-
dence” between Malian
authorities and the decade-

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: The death toll
from a horrific road crash
in western Kenya rose to
52, officials said, as res-
cuers worked to clear the
wreckage from one of the
deadliest traffic accidents
in the country in recent
years.

A truck c arrying a
shipping container veered
out of control and ploughed
into multiple other vehicles
and people thronging a
busy roadside junction on
Friday evening, plunging
the nation into shock and
mourning.

Erick Mutai, gover-
nor of Kericho county
where the accident oc-
curred, gave an updated
death toll of 52 and said it
includ ed  31 men, 18
women and two children.

Transport  Minis ter

Kipc humba Murkomen
said during a visit to the
crash site at Londiani junc-
tion that new safety mea-
sures would be introduced
after what he described as
a “terrible” and “painful”
tragedy.

“Investigations have
been launched to estab-
lish the cause of this ac-
cident but we urge driv-
ers  to b e caut ious  and
follow the rules,” he told
reporters.

In a later statement, he
also gave a death toll of 52
and said 32 people had been
injured, adding that the
truck involved was regis-
tered in Rwanda.

Kenyan station Citi-
zen TV reported that the
vehicle’s driver had died,
but this could not be im-
mediately confirmed inde-
pendently.

Monitoring Desk
BASRA: Thousands of fol-
lowers of a firebrand Iraqi
Shiite cleric rallied in major
cities in Iraq, condemning the
burning of a Quran during a
protest in Sweden earlier this
week. Some of the demon-
strators called for expulsion
of the Swedish ambassador
from Iraq.

At the rallies in the
capital of Baghdad and the
southern city of Basra, fol-
lowers of Muqtada al-Sadr,
a c leric with a large
grassroots following and
political leader, burned
Swedish flags and rainbow
LGBTQ+ pride flags and
chanted “Yes, yes to Islam”

and “No, no to the devil.”
Add ress ing the

crowds in a speech in the
Baghdad suburb of Sadr
City, Friday p rayers
preacher Sayyid  Sattar
Batat, called on Iraqi au-
thorities to “if necessary,
expel the Swedish ambas-
sador and cut all diplomatic
relations with them.”

The protests came a
day after hundreds of pro-
testers briefly stormed the
Swedish Emb assy in
Baghdad. On Wednesday, a
man who identified himself
in Swedish media as a refu-
gee from Iraq burned a
Quran outside a mosque in
central Stockholm.

Monitoring Desk
AMMAN: Syria said on
Sunday its air defences in-
tercepted what it called an
Israeli missile strike across
central parts of the coun-
try and downed most of the
missiles, according to state
media.

An army statement
said missiles that flew over
parts of Lebanon’s capital
Beirut hit locations in the
vicinity o f the c ity of
Homs, resulting only in
material damage.

Reuters could not im-
mediately confirm the re-
port.

An Israeli military
spo kesman s aid Israeli
warplanes targeted a Syr-

ian air defence battery from
which an anti-aircraft mis-
sile was launched towards
Israel.

The warplanes also
attacked other targets in the
area, while no casualties
were reported from the Syr-
ian missile that exploded in
mid-air, said the spokes-
man, Avichay Adraee.

Reuters could not im-
mediately confirm whether
the two incidents were re-
lated.

Israel has in recent
months intensified strikes
on Syrian airports and air
bases to disrupt Iran’s in-
creasing use of aerial sup-
ply lines to deliver arms to
allies in Syria and Lebanon.

Monitoring Desk
DILI: East Timor indepen-
denc e fighter Xanana
Gusmao was inaugurated
as prime minister of South-
east Asia’s youngest de-
mocracy, marking his re-
turn to power almost a de-
cade after he left the gov-
ernment.

More than two de-
cades after independence,
the country is still strug-
gling to d evelop its
economy, with more than
40 per cent of its 1.3 mil-
lion citizens living in pov-
erty.

“My vision for the
people is for them to be
more prosperous, educated,
qualified and innovative, to
create more job opportuni-
ties and to prioritise pro-
ductive sectors so we can
build a better economy,”
Gusmao said during his in-
auguration speech.

His  National Co n-
gress for Timorese Recon-
struction (CNRT) led with
41.6pc of votes in the par-
liamentary election in late
May, while the party’s main
rival and incumbent coali-
tion leader Fretilin got
25.7pc, according to the
electoral commission. The
77-year-old former rebel
leader on Saturday also
vowed to fix the country’s
laws and develop a gas
pipeline project. “The gov-
ernment will prioritise re-
viewing the judicial system
as well as development,
starting from the villages,
also to bring the Greater
Sunrise pipeline to Timor
Leste,” he said.

The former Portuguese
colony’s budget is heavily
dependent on oil revenues,
but earnings from existing
fossil fuel projects are soon
expected to run dry.

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING : China has
warned the United States
against creating “confronta-
tion and division” at Unesco
as it resumes full member-
ship this month, state me-
dia reports said.

This came as a US
proposal to rejoin the 193-
nation United Nations heri-
tage, education and science
agency was passed by a
huge majority on Friday.

China was one of 10
members that  vo ted
against the motion, while
a “very large majority” of
132 were in favour, ac-
cording to a Unesco press
release.

Do you have ques-
tions  about the biggest
topics and trends from
around the world? Get the
ans wers with S CMP
Knowledge, our new plat-
form of curated content
with explainers, FAQs,
analyses and infographics
bro ught to yo u by our
award-winning team.

The passing of the
motion will see the US
make a full return to
Unesco this month, some
five years  after it exited
und er then p resid ent
Donald Trump.

China’s  permanent
representative to Unesco,
Yang Jin, raised concerns
about the return, saying the
US had skipped the mem-
bership fee for years due
to “controllable factors”
like its own legislation.

“The aim for member
states to join the Unesco
is to strengthen coopera-
tion and  c ontribute to
peace, but neither for con-
fronting nor resisting the
influence of a specific coun-
try,” Yang was quoted as
saying by Chinese state
broadcaster CCTV.

He was referring to
the US’ main reason for
seeking to rejoin Unesco,
that is, to gain an edge in its
tech rivalry with China, es-
pecially global rule-setting
on artificial intelligence.

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Myanmar’s
Supreme Court scheduled
hearings for this month to
consider ap peals from
ousted leader Aung San Suu
Kyi against her conviction
in cases that saw her receive
a total of 33 years in prison,
legal officials said.

The cases against her
are mostly brought by the
military that seized power
from her elected govern-
ment in February 2021.

The 78-year-old Suu
Kyi was arrested following
the military takeover and
tried on a variety of charges
that supporters and rights
groups say were concocted
to legitimize the usurpation
and discredit her so she
could not resume an active
role in politics.

She has not been seen
or allowed to speak in pub-
lic since she was arrested
and her lawyers have been
barred from speaking to the
press about her cases since
late 2021. Two legal offi-
cials familiar with the cases
filed against her said the Su-
preme Court planned to
hear Suu Kyi’s appeals on

July 5 in two cases in which
she was convicted of elec-
tion fraud and breaching the
country’s official secrets
act. She received a three-
year sentence for each case
in September last year.

The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they are not autho-
rized to release information
about Suu Kyi’s cases.

They said the court
was due on July 12 to hear
appeals against her convic-
tion o n five corruption
charges where she was
found guilty of abusing her
position and causing a loss
of state funds by neglect-
ing to heed financial regula-
tions. She received seven
years of prison time in to-
tal for the five cases, which
involved granting permis-
sion to Win Myat Aye, a
Cabinet member in her
former government, to hire,
buy and maintain a helicop-
ter. The court set July 18
for a hearing on whether to
accept special appeals for
red ucing the sentences
against her in cases where
she was convicted of sedi-
tion, illegally importing.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: French authorities
deployed reinforcements
to flashpoint cities and had
made hundreds of arrests
by early Sunday, on the
fifth night o f unrest
sparked by the fatal police
shooting of a 17-year-old
who was laid to rest the
day before.

A total of 486 people
had been arrested across
France as of 3am (0100
GMT) on Sunday, the in-
terior ministry said, though
the level of violence ap-
peared to have declined
since rioting first broke out
over the death of Nahel M.
in the Paris  suburb of
Nanterre on Tuesday.

“A c almer night
thanks to the resolute ac-
tion of the security forces,”
Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin tweeted early on
Sunday.

Darmanin had told re-
porters earlier that 45,000

members of the security
forces would be deployed
overnight — the same
number as the night before.

But extra forces and
equipment were sent to
Lyo n, Greno ble and
Marseille, which had pre-
viously seen intense rioting.

In P aris  and  its
nearby regions,  where
around 7,000 officers were
out in force, 194 people
had been arrested as of 3am
on Sunday.

In Marseille, police
disp ersed gro up s of
yo uths  o n Saturd ay
evening at Canebiere, the
main avenue running
through the centre of the
city, AFP journalists said.

By midnight, the au-
tho rities in Lyon and
Marseille were reporting
fewer incidents than the
previous  night, with 77
peo ple arrested  as of
around 1:30am in the two
cities.

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: The United States
flew nuclear-capable bomb-
ers to the Korean Peninsula
in its latest show of force
against North Korea, days
after the North staged mas-
sive anti-U.S. rallies in its
capital.

The long-range B-52
bombers took part in joint
aerial drills with other U.S.
and South Korean fighter
jets over the peninsula,
South Korea’s Defense
Ministry said in a state-
ment. T he b ombers’
flyover is the latest in a se-
ries of temporary U.S. de-
ployments of strategic as-
sets in South Korea in re-
sponse to North Korea’s
push to expand its nuclear
arsenal.

Two weeks ago, the
U.S. deployed a nuclear-
powered submarine capable
of carrying about 150 Toma-
hawk missiles to South
Korean waters for the first
time in six years. The USS
Michigan’s arrival came a

day after North Korea re-
sumed missile tests to pro-
test previous U.S.-South
Korean drills that it views
as an invasion rehearsal.

The S outh Korean
Defense Ministry said the
B-52 bombers’ deploy-
ment boosted the visibil-
ity of U.S. strategic assets
to the peninsula. It said
the allies have been dem-
ons trating their firm re-
solve to strengthen com-
bined defense postures
and will continue joint
drills involving U.S. stra-
tegic bombers.

On Sunday, more than
120,000 North Koreans
participated in mass rallies
in Pyongyang to mark the
73rd anniversary of the
start of the Korean War.
During the rallies, officials
and residents delivered
speeches vowing “merci-
less revenge” against the
United States over the war
while accusing the U.S. of
plotting an invasion on
North Korea.

25 killed, 8 injured
after bus catches fire
on Indian expressway

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: A bus that
caught fire overnight on an
expres sway killed 25
people and left eight in-
jured in western India. The
bus was reportedly travel-
ling to Pune, a city in the
Indian s tate o f
Maharashtra.

While driving on the
expressway, the bus hit a
pole and overturned after
midnight, causing its diesel
tank to catch fire, accord-
ing to senior police officer
Baburao Mahamuni.

“There were about
30–35 people in the bus. 25
people have died and eight
others are injured,” he said.

In Maharashtra state,
about 400 kilometres (250
miles) east of Mumbai, the
financial capital of India, the
injured,  including the bus
driver, have been admitted
to a hospital close to the
crash site.

The police announced
that an investigation into the
collision was underway.

“The priority at this
moment is to identify the
bodies and hand them over

to their family members,”
local media quoted police
superintendent  Sunil
Kadasane as saying.

Images showed the
bus engulfed in flames, and
later the charred remains of
the vehicle overturned on
the highway.

According to police
reports, three children were
also among the dead.

“Deeply saddened by
the devastating bus mishap
in Buldhana,” Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on
Twitter.

“My thoughts and
prayers are with the fami-
lies of those who lost their
lives. May the injured re-
cover soon,” he tweeted.

Maharas htra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde ex-
pressed “deep grief” over
the incident and announced
a c ompensation of
INR500,000 ($6,100) to the
families of those killed.

NDTV quoted him as
saying that the bodies were
charred “beyond recogni-
tion” and that DNA testing
could be employed to iden-
tify the victims.

DILI: East Timor’s President Jose Ramos Horta (right) witnesses the inau-
guration of the country’s new Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao at the presi-
dential palace.

The European Space Agency’s (ESA) Euclid space telescope launches on a
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket from Kennedy Space Centre.

Protesters run from launched tear gas canisters during clashes with police
in Marseille, southern France.

At the rallies in the capital of Baghdad and the southern city of Basra, Swed-
ish flags were burnt.

long U.N. mission.
Two days before, the

country’s interim presi-
dent , Co lonel As simi
Goita, said on Twitter he
was very satisfied with a
phone call he had with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, which he described
as “direct and sincere”.

Kirby said that de-
spite the money paid by
Mali to the Wagner Group,
which a week ago launched
an aborted armed mutiny in
Russia, the security situa-
tion in the country has not
improved.

Kirby’s co mments
marked another step in the
U.S. effort to push back
against Wagner’s influence
in Africa.

tarian aid as poverty deep-
ens and starvation cases
spike. Gangs are prevent-
ing the movement of goods
and people and controlling
access to water, food and
health care as civilians at-
tempt to fight back via a
violent uprising.

“I felt all the exhaus-
tion of a population that
has been facing for too
long a cascade of crises and
unsustainable living con-
ditions ,” Guterres said.
“One in two  peo ple in
Haiti live in extreme pov-
erty, face hunger and lack
regular access to drinking
water.”

Guterres’ visit came
just days after the U.N.’s
human rights expert in Haiti
visited the country and also
called for an international
security force and a weap-
ons embargo.

Guterres is scheduled
to attend a summit Sunday
in Trinidad and Tobago held
by Caricom, a Caribbean
trade bloc.
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QUETTA: Gypsy family spends their life under the open sky.

KARACHI: Activists of Majlis Wahdat-e-Muslimeen Pakistan holds protest outside Press Club against
the burning of Quran Pak in Sweden.

ZIARAT: Deputy Commissioner Shabbir Ahmed
Badini inaugurating newly constructed Levies
Headquarter Thana

MURIDKE: Federal Minister for Education Rana Tanveer Hussain talking
with mediamen

QUETTA: Provincial President of Pakistan Muslim League Balochistan, Dr.
Shakeel Ahmed Roshan, addressing the Press Conference.

Samina, Naila create history by scaling
world’s second highest peak K2

The Pakistani trailblazers and 28 other mountaineers from
around the world summitted the peak early Sunday morning
Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: High-alti-
tude mountaineers Naila
Kiani and Samina Baig
made history on Sunday as
they became the first Paki-
stani women to success-
fully ascend the perilous
peak of Nanga Parbat, the
world’s ninth highest moun-
tain.  The announcement
was made by the Alpine
Club of Pakistan (ACP) and
the Karakoram Club, mark-
ing this achievement as a
significant milestone in the
history of Pakistani moun-
taineering.

Kiani’s  asc ent of

Nanga Parbat solidifies her
reputation as a pioneering
woman in Pakistani moun-

taineering, as she is now the
first woman from the coun-

try to have successfully
summited seven glob al
peaks that rise above 8,000

meters.
Overcoming a series of

formidable challenges that
included severe weather
conditions and treacherous
terrain,  the two women,
along with their team, made
their successful ascent.
Joining them in this daring
feat were other Pakistani
mountaineers including
Rizwan Dad, Eid
Muhammad, Ahmed Baig,
Waqar Ali, Saeed Karim,
Liaqat, Wajid Nagri, and Shah
Daulat, confirmed ACP sec-
retary general Karar Haidri,
who further mentioned that
all of the mountaineers on the
team had succes sfully
scaled the peak.

Samina Zehri says:

Desecration of Holy Quran
very sad & intolerable act

QUETTA (APP): The des-
ecration of the Holy Quran
in Sweden with government
support was a highly con-
demnable and intolerable
action.

These views were ex-
pressed by Central Vice
President of Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) Sena-
tor Samina Mumtaz Zehri
in her condemning state-
ment issued here on Sunday.

She said that the grow-
ing hatred against Muslims
and anti-Islam in Europe
was increasing day by day.

She has expressed deep an-
ger over the inc ident of
burning the Holy Quran by
the cursed Silwan Momika
in Sweden and said that no
matter how much this heart-
breaking incident was con-
demned.

We condemn this inci-
dent in the strongest terms
and demand from the Swed-
ish government that the
person involved in the inci-
dent and the elements be-
hind him should be severely
punished, she said.

She said that this inci-

dent has hurt the sentiments
of Muslims all over the
World and it was very dis-
gusting and condemnable.

It is an intolerable act
which should b e co n-
demned by every intelligent
person. Such incidents are
an attempt to inflame the
sentiments of Muslims.
Such incidents cannot be
ignored. Such an incident
under the permission and
patronage of the Swedish
government is a moment of
concern for the  who le
world, she maintained.

Sardar Khetran condemns
attack on police and FC
check posts in Sherani

No one will be allowed to worsen
Balochistan’s situation: Sana

Independent Report
US TA MUHAMMAD:
Central leader of the
Balochistan National Party,
Member Balochistan As-
sembly, Sanaullah  Baloch
has said that he  will not
allow anyone to worsen the
situation in Balochistan
adding that “ Don’t test the
patience, now the patience
of the Baloch has been ex-
hausted,”.

Sardar Akhtar Jan is
the leader of the Baloch na-
tion, the roads of Pakistan’s
development pass through
Balochistan.  All the avail-
able resources will be uti-
lized to take Kharan on the
path of justice.

He exp ress ed his
views while talking to me-

dia persons on the occasion
of meeting with the district
organizer of BNP District
Usta Muhammad,
Muhammad Hanif Bakhtiar
Zai Baloch at his residence
Baloch House Kharan.

He said,” Balochistan
National Party is a name of
thought and concern. The
op pres sed peo ple of
Balochistan consider BNP
as a ray of hope.  People
are joining the BNP one by
one. We are treating the
public service as worship,”.
He further added that de-
ve lopment works have
been laid in Kharan.  All the
available resources will be
used for prosperity.

He said that the young
generation should focus all

their attention on educa-
tion.  He expressed his an-
ger and  said that the
Naseerabad division was
the green belt and granary
of Balochistan, but unfor-
tunately, under a deliberate
conspiracy, the green belt
has  been turned  into a
desert and the canal system
has been destroyed.

The farmers have
been left in need of agricul-
tural water and they
yearned for a drop of agri-
cultural water. Irrigation
Naseerabad Division has
become a center of corrup-
tion. It was not possible to
supply agricultural water to
the farmers,  but all the
funds were seen to be cor-
rupt. 

IMF standby agreement
to help economic stability

of country: Ch. Naeem

Govt. utilizing all
resources to provide

relief to poor: Jabbar
Independent Report

USTA MUHAMMAD:
Director General Benazir
Income Support Program
Abdul Jabbar, has said that
under the three-month in-
stallment of Benazir In-
come Support Program in
April-June 2023,  511451
families  of Balochis tan
657634 will be distributed
and till now 40% of people
have been distributed to 144
campsites established by
Benazir Income Support
Program.   More than 250
employees of the Benazir
Income Support Program,
including the Zonal Direc-
tor General and Directors
South and North have been
performing monitoring du-
ties to ensure transparent

payment of money at more
than 350 retail shops and
the district administration
is also providing appre-
ciable help in achieving the
above target.

Director General
Abdul Jabbar further said,”
All the deserving women
are once again informed
that HBL can go to the re-
spective retail shops and
collect their money and in
case of any kind of deduc-
tions  or c omplaints,
Benazir Income Support
Program, that concerned
zonal district tehsil or zonal
director general office es-
tablished complaint cell
should be immediately re-
ported on this number 0156
287 081,”.

Independent Report
QUETTA:  The Provincial
Minister for Communica-
tions, Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran has strongly con-
demned the terrorist attacks
at police and FC in Sherani
district.

In a condemnation is-
sued here on Sunday, the
Provincial Minister Com-
munications paid homage
to the martyred security
personnel on the sacrifice
of their lives. He said that
the Police and FC have ren-

dered great sacrifices for the
country’s stability. He said
that the terrorists’ attacks
can’t demoralize us. He
said that we salute all those
who are rendering sacrifice
of their lives for the cause
of country. Sardar Khetran
prayed for the departed
souls of security personnel
and expressed sympathy
with the bereaved families.

He also prayed for the
early recovery of injured
personnel in the Sherani at-
tacks.

Newly constructed
Levies HQ Thana

inaugurated in Ziarat
Independent Report

QUETTA: The newly con-
structed Levies Headquar-
ter Thana was inaugurated
in Ziarat city on Sunday.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner Ziarat, Shab bir
Ahmed Badini inaugurated
the  newly b uilt  Levies
Thana.

Also present on the
occasion were the tribal el-
der, Sardar Qasim Khan
Sarangzai, others besides
the officers of Levies force.

Special prayer was

offered for the country’s
stability and peace on the
occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion,  Deputy Commis-
sioner Ziarat said that Lev-
ies force has always played
vital role in elimination of
crimes and establishment of
peace in the areas of their
control.

He pledged that we
have to  put  the  Levies
force on modern lines by
providing it necessary re-
sources.

3 injured
in Mastung
road mishap

QUETTA (APP): At least
three people were injured
in road mishap near khada-
Kocha area of Mastung dis-
trict on Sunday.

According to Levies
sources, the victims were
on way to Mastung fro m
Quetta o n a mo to rb ike
wh e n  t h e ir  b ik e
s lip p e d  o n  Na t io n a l
Hig h wa y  n e a r
Amanu llah Kar iz  due
to over speeding.

As a result, they re-
ceived injuries on the spot.

The injured were
shifted to Ismail Baloch
Welfare Society Rescue
Center where they were re-
ferred to Quetta Civil Hos-
pital for further treatment
processes after provision
of first aid.

Talha strongly
firmly flays
Holy Quran
desecration
in Sweden

MAKKAH MUKARMA
(APP): Minister of Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Senator Talha
Mehmood vehemently de-
nounced the desecration of
the Holy Quran in Sweden.

In a resolute state-
ment, he emphasized that
mere condemnation is insuf-
ficient.

Talha strongly stated,
“Islamophobia is a stigma
on the face of the Western
world,” stressing that free-
dom of expression cannot
be shielded by such heinous
acts that have deeply hurt
the sentiments of over 1.5
billion Muslims.

He called upon the
OIC (Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation) to ac-
tively engage in effectively
addressing such issues.

Husband kills
wife over

domestic issues
QUETTA (INP): A man, in
a fit of rage, opened fire and
fatally shot his own wife
over domestic issue  in
Sohbatp ur d istrict of
Balochistan province.

According to the po-
lice, the incident occurred
within the jurisdiction of
Shaheed Malik Muhammad
Ali Police Station. As soon
as the information about the
incident was received, the
police immediately reached
the scene.  The police took
the bo dy o f deceas ed
woman into custody and
transferred it to DHQ Hos-
pital Sohbatpur for further
legal procedure. The police
stated that the perpetrator
managed to escape after
committing the crime.
Moreover, it was assessed
in the initial investigations
that the incident happened
due to domestic violence.

Fresh wave of inflation
to further expose

Shehbaz’s govt:  Rashid

Consul General Chengdu
visit Pakistan pavilion
at West China Intl Fair

Indian troops committing
systematic HR abuses

in IIOJK’Govt to save Rs438bn
annually with energy plan
applicable from July 1

RAWALPINDI (INP ):
Awami Muslim League
(AML) chief and former
interior minister Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed on Sunday
said the cash-s trap ped
Shehbaz-led government’s
downward countdown is
expected to begin from July
12 [the start of new wave
of inflation inc luding in-
creasing power tariff].

Taking to Twitter, he
asked what was the differ-
ence between the IMF de-
cisions of former finance
minister Miftah Ismail and
his successor Ishaq Dar ex-
cept they are relatives.
“Dar’s tone was aggressive
initially and then he started
bowing before the [Interna-
tional Monetary Fund] to
get the loan approved for
nine months.”

He said a new wave of
inflation would engulf the
masses from July 12, lead-
ing to downward count-
down of the incumbent gov-
ernment, adding the three
governments  the sitting
government, the caretaker
government and the new

government—had to fulfill
the IMF’s strict conditions
in nine months and pay
bac k $11 billion in six
months.

The former minister
said the time would tell if
the  dep osit ass urances
given by the friendly coun-
tries would reach any prac-
tical conclusion, adding
there was no room for er-
rors in the IMF agreement
as an environment of now
or never had been created.
He was of the view that the
government had wasted 10
months, signed [staff level]
agreement with [the IMF]
on the last day [June 30].

“Is it fair that diesel
has become expensive by
Rs7.50 even on the arrival
of Russian oil in the coun-
try, the AML leader ques-
tioned.   He said the foreign
minister of PPP made more
than 50 foreign tourism
trips but is a silent specta-
tor on the IMF agreement.
Nawaz Sharif’s coming or
not depends on his health
and not on politics and the
decision of the case.

Karot HPP contributes
3.64 billion units of

clean electricity 
ISLAMABAD (INP): The
720 megawatts Karot hy-
dropower plant contributed
around 3.64 billion units of
clean and low-cost electric-
ity to the National Grid in
one year of its commercial
operations.

This was disclosed by
CTG Int’l, which marks the
completion of the first year
of the commercial opera-
tions of the Karot hydro-
power project.

Karot was the firs t
hydropower project com-
pleted under the  China-
Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) initiative,
which started commercial
operations  on June 29,

2022.
Acc ording to a

Gwadar Pro’s report, that
Karot contributed Rs 4 bil-
lion worth of electricity to
the National Grid free of
cost during its testing and
commissioning phase.

Karot is a steady
source of clean and afford-
able electricity for Pakistan.
According to the latest en-
ergy purchase data released
on June 15 by the National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA),
Karot contributed more
than 509.86 million units of
electricity in May 2023 at
a cost of Rs 115.02 mil-
lion. 

QUETTA (APP): Senior
central leader of Pakistan
Muslim League-N (PML-
N) Chaudhry Naeem Karim
on Sunday said that the
credit of the 9-month
standby arrangement with
the IMF went to Prime
Minister Mian Shahbaz
Sharif, Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar and the entire
team of the Ministry of Fi-
nance.

The IMF s tand by
agreement will help the
economic stability of the
country, he said.

In a statement issued
here, Chaudhry Naeem
Karim said that the current
coalition federal govern-
ment was trying to rid the
country of the anti-Pakistan
policies of the former Imran
government and restore the
confidence of the interna-
tional community.

He said that the trust
of Saudi Arabia and China
has been restored by the
current government and

now the staff-level agree-
ment with the IMF was
actually the rubbish of the
previous Imran government
from which we have brought
the country out.

He said that the new
IMF program would give
Pakistan an opportunity to
make fundamental reforms
saying that this would im-
prove the economic situa-
tion in Pakistan, which was
suffering from severe bal-
ance of payments crisis and
falling foreign exchange re-
serves. He said that there
was an urgent need for an
IMF standby agreement
which would help the coun-
try to achieve economic
stability but nations were
not built o n debt. We
should just pray that this
program from IMF is
Pakistan’s last program, he
mentioned. He said that the
Prime Minister of Pakistan
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif took tough decisions
by putting the politics of

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
government expects to save
Rs438 b illion annually
through the implementation
of the energy conservation
plan from July 1.

The implementation
of the previous ly an-
nounced plan will save
8,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity.

Ac cord ing to the
documents obtained, the
duty imposed on substan-
dard fans will get the gov-
ernment tax worth Rs15
billion.

Moreo ver, banning
the manufacturing and im-

port of substandard bulbs
will fetch Rs23 billion in
revenue, Rs86 billion will
be generated from e-bikes,
and Rs23 billion will be
saved by using LED lights
instead of bulbs.

According to the plan,
closing the markets four
hours earlier will save Rs62
billion, while allowing 20%
of the staff to work from
home will save Rs56 billion,
the documents say.

Using conical baffles
in geysers will save 25%
gas, and Pakistan save Rs92
billion annually under this
head.

BEIJING (APP):Ac ting
Consul General, Pakistan
Consulate General,
Chengd u, China, Agha
Hunain visited Pakistan
national pavilion at the 19th
West China International
Fair (WCIF) in Chengdu,
the capital of southwest
China Sichuan province.
The organizers plan to hold
50 activities, including over
30 investment promotion
activities.

A number of Pakistani
products including carpets,
clothes, marble and wooden
decoration pieces have been
displayed for the next few
days.

The Western China
International Fair has at-
tracted over 3,500 enter-
prises from 56 countries
and regions.

Over 60,000 distin-

guished guests and mer-
chants  fro m ho me and
abroad are estimated to at-
tend the event from Thurs-
day to next Monday in per-
son or online, according to
Chinese media.

The expo has a total
exhibition area of 200,000
square meters, showcasing
the Belt and Road coopera-
tion and the development
of the western regions and
the digital economy and
hydrogen industry.

The organizers plan to
hold 50 activities, including
over 30 investment promo-
tion activities.

Thailand is the guest
country of honour at the fair
this year, and 17 countries,
includ ing Thailand,
Belarus, Chile, Australia,
and Pakistan, have set up
their national pavilions.

SRINAGAR (INP):  Politi-
cal experts and analysts
have said that systematic
human rights  violations
committed with impunity
by Indian troops are daily
witnessed in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

The political experts
and analysts in their inter-
views and statements in
Srinagar said human rights
situation in the occupied
territory has further dete-
riorated since August 2019
when the Modi-led fascist
Indian government repealed
Kashmir’s special status
and imposed military siege
in the territory.

They said the interna-
tional rights bodies have re-

peatedly raised alarm about
the worsening rights situa-
tion in IIOJK, adding sev-
eral United Nations reports
have documented massive
human rights violations by
Indian troops in the occu-
pied territory. They said
killings, arrests, torture and
molestations have become
a routine as the Modi re-
gime is blatantly violating
every human rights  prin-
ciple in IIOJK.

The political experts
and analysts said HR vio-
lations in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir are directly
connected to unresolved
Kashmir dispute and the
global powers must demand
that India respect its rights
obligations.

Hamza strongly
condemns

desecration
of Holy Quran
LAHORE (APP):Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Leader Hamza
Shehbaz on Sund ay
strongly condemned des-
ecration of the Holy Quran
in Sweden which severely
hurt the sentiments  of
Muslims across the globe.

In a message issued
here, Hamza said that such
despicable actions in the
garb of freedom of expres-
sion were not acceptable at
all.

He said,
“Islamophobia is a out-
come of hatred and extrem-
ism”. Hamza Shehbaz said
that legislation was needed
at international level to stop
rising inc idents of
Islamophobia. Such hei-
nous actions by extremist
elements were threat for
peaceful so ciet ies ,  he
added.

ANF arrests
1652 drug
smugglers

RAWALPINDI  (INP):
Anti-Narco tics  Force
(ANF) Pakistan in their
op erations  conducted
across the country managed
to net 1652 drug smugglers
during last 12 months and
registered 1678 cas es
against the accused.

According to an ANF
Headquarters spokesman,
ANF  rec overed o ver
157.551 metric tons drugs
during the period.

He informed that as
the premier anti-narcotics
agency, the ANF, along
with other law enforcement
agencies, continued to be at
the forefront of national
anti-narcotics efforts.


