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QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Engineer Zamrak Khan Achakzai, Abdul Khaliq Hazara, Lala Rasheed
Baloch and MPAs Haji Noor Muhammad Dummar, Asghar Khan Achakzai, Malik Naseer Ahmed
Shahwani, Nasarullah Khan Zeeray, Mir Zabid Ali Reki, Sana Baloch and Maulvi Noorullah expressing
their views during Balochistan Assembly session.

QUETTA: Chairman Senate Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani meeting with
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo. Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Mir Jan Muhammad Jamali, MNA Mir Khalid Khan Magsi, Sena-
tor Nasibullah Bazai and Senator Abdul Qadir are also present.

ISLAMABAD: Member National Assembly and
Chairman of Balochistan National Party, Sardar
Akhtar Meng al, calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba  and his Pakistan’s counterpart Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari address a joint press conference,
in Federal Capital.

KABUL: Pakistan’s Special Representative for
Afghanistan Asif Durrani called on Taliban’s in-
terim Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addresses the National IT seminar. Chief of
Army Staff General Syed Asim Munir attended the seminar as guest of honor.

Balochistan Assembly voices concern over
law & order situation in Harnai, Wadh

Decides in meeting of senior leadership

BAP to fully
participate in

general elections
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) has de-
cided to take wholehearted
part in the upcoming gen-
eral elections in the coun-
try.

The decision to this
effect was made in a meet-
ing of senior leadership of
BAP, which was chaired by
the party’s president and
Chief Minister, Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo here on
Thursday.

The meeting was also
attended by the Chairman
Senate, Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, Chief Organizer of
BAP and Sp eaker,
Balochistan Assembly, Mir
Jan Muhammad Jamal be-
sides the parliamentary
leader of the party in Na-
tional Ass embly, Mir
Khalid Khan Magsi, Sena-
tor Naseebullah Bazai and
Senator Muhammad Abdul
Qadir.

The meeting also held
discussion and consultation

on the caretaker set-up be-
sides discussing the organi-
zational matters of the
party.

It was decided that the
candidates of party would
be fielded in all constituen-
cies. Similarly, it was also
decided to make alliance
with other political parties
and seat adjustment. The
parliamentary board would
be formed for distribution
of tickets, it was decided
further.

The meeting also de-
cided to conduct a party
meeting on July 26 to re-
view the formation of par-
liamentary board and other
party matters.

The members of na-
tional and provincial as-
semblies and Senate were
directed to ensure their
participation in the meet-
ing.

The senior party lead-
ership expressed complete
confidence on its central
President.

Special sitting of
parliamentary

leaders on Wadh
situation today
 Independent Report

QUETTA: A special sitting
of all parliamentary leaders
has been convened at 03:00
PM on July 21, 2023.

According to an offi-
cial statement issued here
by the provincial assembly
on Thursday, the special
sitting has been convened
on the tense situation of
Wadh area.

The partic ipants
would ponder upon the
prevailing tense situation of
Wadh in the special sitting.

Independent Report
QUETTA: T he
Balochistan Assembly has
voiced concern over the law
and  ord er s ituation in
Harnai and Wadh area of
KHuzdar.

While the session was
resumed with Chairman of
Panel, Qadir Ali Nayal in
the  chair o n Thursd ay
evening, the senior Parlia-

mentary leader of
Balochistan National Party
(BNP),  Malik Naseer
Ahmed Shahwani on an ad-
journment motion pointed
out that the situation is be-
ing spoiled in Wadh inten-
tionally. The acting Presi-
dent and other important
personalities visited Wadh,
but still the situation is not
good there. Two armed

groups are up against one
another, adding he pointed
out. He also pointed out
that shells were fired and
fell in a government college
in Wad h inuring so me
people.

Earlier, on his adjourn-
ment motion tabled on July
17’s session of the assem-
bly, the MPA Nasrullah
Zairay pointed out the

people are disturbed over
the law and order situation
in Harnai and Shirani. He
urged the chair to get the
recommendations of the
committee implemented in
this regard.

On the adjournment
motion,  BNP ’s MPA
Sanaullah Baloch said that

Continued on page 2

CM concerned about
situation in Wadh;

appeals both groups to
demonstrate tolerance
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Min-
ister Baloc histan,  Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo has
expressed concern over the
situation in Wadha area of
Khuzdar.

In an official state-
ment issued here on Thurs-
day, it was mentioned that
the Chief Minister has been
getting himself acquainted
about the current situation
of Wadh.

He also appealed to
both groups to demonstrate
patience and tolerance. He
said that it is also responsi-
bility of the tribal and po-
litical elders along with the
government to maintain law
and order situation of the
area.

The Chief Minister

said that the government is
ready to play its part in the
peaceful resolution of the
issues and disputes through
talks  as the tension and
fighting is not in interest of
anyone and the best solu-
tion of the issues is pos-
sible through dialogue.

Moreover, the Chief
Minister directed the ad-
ministration, police and law
enforcement agencies to
ensure establishment of
peace in the area at any cost.

He particular ly d i-
rected the divisional Com-
missioner to use influence
of the tribal, political and
religious leaders to resolve
the issues. He, however, as-
serted that no one should
be allowed to take law in
one’s hands. Governor stresses for

ensuring law & order
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has ex-
horted the provincial gov-
ernment authorities and law
enforcement agencies to re-

The Governor was
speaking to the Additional
Chief Secretary (Home),
Saleh Muhammad Nassar,
who called on him here at
the Governor House on
Thursday.

main vigilant  regarding
peace and protection and
take concrete steps for es-
tablishing sustainable peace
and protecting life and
property of the public.

He asserted that no
compromise would be made
on the issue of law and or-
der in the province.

Malik Abdul Wali
Kakar said  that this  is
beauty of democracy that
no one is above the consti-
tutional and law. He di-
rected to make strict ar-
rangements of security at all
sens itive places of the

Akhtar Mengal says:

Attempt being made to
spoil circumstances in

Wadh under conspiracy
Independent Report

QUETTA: The President
Balochistan National Party
(BNP),  Sardar Akhtar
Mengal has stated that an
attempt is being made to
spo il c ircumstances  in
Wadh under a conspiracy.

While speaking to the
media persons on Thurs-
day, the President BNP said
that miscreants have made
the life of people of Wadh

miserable for last several
days.

He said that two per-
sons were injured in firing
incident took place in Wadh
the other day. The injured
are included a child as well,
he added. Sardar Akhtar
Mengal said that the armed
groups have been given free
hand to play with the life
of people and spoil the situ-
ation in Wadh.

Army to be deployed
across country for

Muharram security
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Home Ministry has decided
to deploy army across
country in Muharram.

It has been said in a
let ter issued b y Ho me
Ministry that decision has
been made to deploy army
across country under article
245.

Home Minister has
issued the letter to Gilgit and
Azad Kashmir government
including 4 provinces.

Home Ministry said
that on the request of the
four provinces, the army
has been deployed.

The  authorities  in
Sindh, Balochistan, Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Islamabad,
and Gilgit-Baltistan, and
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
had sought the deployment
of the military to control the
law and order situation.

Following up on their
request, the Centre — un-
der Article 245 of the Con-
stitution — authorised the
“d eployment o f army
troops /ass ets  and  civil
armed forces troops/assets”
to ensure peace. The holy
month, marking the begin-
ning of the new Islamic year
1445 AH, will begin today
(July 20) and the Youm-e-
Ashura will be observed on
July 29 (Saturday).

Bilawal denies arms support to Ukraine

Pakistan, Ukraine agree to expand
cooperation in areas of mutual benefit

PM calls for negotiated, diplomatic
settlement of Ukraine conflict

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
highlighting the significant global impact of the Ukraine conflict hurting economies of
many countries, stressed the need for a negotiated and diplomatic settlement in line
with the UN Charter.

The issue was discussed in a meeting between Prime Minister Shehbaz and
Foreign Affairs of Ukraine Dmytro Kuleba, who is on a bilateral visit to Pakistan
from July 20-21. They recalled the warm and friendly relations between their coun-
tries ever since Ukraine gained its independence.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kis tan and Ukraine on
Thursday agreed to expand
cooperation in all areas of
mutual benefit including
trade, investment, agricul-
ture, food security, defense
cooperation, cultural ex-
changes and p eople to
people contacts.

“In our meeting today,

Continued on page 2

PM vows to boost IT
exports to $25b; assures

all-out facilitation
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said
that Pakistan was required
to boost its IT exports to
$25 billion and  investment
to $20 billion within a span
of two to three years, as the
government had already
devised a mechanism to en-
sure one-window opera-
tions to facilitate the inves-
tors.

“This  is something
doable. This is difficult but
not impossible. We have to
achieve this target under all
circumstances through your
support and expertise,” the
prime minister said ad-
dressing an information
technology (IT) seminar
and launching ceremony of
multip le IT-related
projects.

He told the gathering
of diplomats, IT experts,
investors, entrepreneurs,
professors and students
that the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC)
would sit with them to dis-
cuss issues and find out
solutions, and move for-
ward like a corporate cul-
ture.

He said Pakistan was
rich with immense youth
potential having modern
skills, particularly IT, but
the export figure hovering
around $2.5 billion did not
justify it – owing to lack of
support and archaic proce-
dures.

Citing the example of
a neighbouring country that
had excelled in the IT field

Continued on page 2

Terrorists’ attack at Bara foiled; two
cops martyred, two attackers killed

President, PM and others condemn suicide blast in Bara

PESHAWAR (APP): The
police here Thursday foiled
a terrorist attack in Tehsil
Bara by killing two suicide
bombers in the encounter
while two cop s were
martyred and six others got
injured.

The police spokes-
man, Muhammad Asim told
AP P that c ons tables
namely Tayyab and Noor
Bahadar were martyred
during the encounter with
terrorists and six cops and

two civilians received inju-
ries.

The injured constables
are Jamil, Hadi, Bakht,
Nawaz, Zubair and Gul
Said.

He said two civilians
also sustained injuries.

Inspector General of
Police,  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar
Hayat Gandapur told me-
dia persons that the police
fought valiantly and killed
two suicide bombers in an

attempt to enter the Bara
Tehsil compound in district
Khyber.

He said two suicide
bombers tried to enter the
co mpound through the
main gate and its backside
but the police personnel on
duty stopped them and
killed them on the spot.

Due to police firing, he
said the vests of the suicide
bomb ers exploded  and

Continued on page 2

Taliban assure Pakistan

Won’t allow use of Afghan
soil against anyone

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Taliban on
Wednesday told Pakistan
that Kabul will not allow
anyone to use Afghan soil
against another country.

Taliban’s interim For-
eign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi met Special Rep-
resentative for Afghanistan
Asif Durrani, who arrived
in Kabul on Wednesday to
discuss the latest security
situation in the region.

“[Muttaqi] said that
Afghans will never harm
anyone; we will allow none
to use our soil against an-
other country; & our ef-
forts will always be directed
at working for regional secu-
rity & stability,” Abdul Qahar
Balkhi, spokesman for the
interim foreign ministry, said
in a tweet. Durrani visited
Kabul after Islamabad urged
the Taliban to take action
against terrorists.

Tensions between two warring groups

Raisani initiates
reconciliation

efforts for ceasefire

ECP announces
to hold next

elections on old
delimitations

IS LAMABAD (NNI):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has an-
nounced to hold the next
general elections on the old
delimitations.

Talking to the media
on Thursday, ECP Special
Secretary Zafar Iqbal said
that the elections would be
held before October 11 if
the assembly is dissolved
on the completion of its ten-
ure on August 12.

“We are fully ready
for the elections. We have
purchased water mark pa-
per. We are in contact with
all institutions. We have
approached the judiciary for
the appointment of the
DROs and ROs,” he an-
nounced.

ECP Secretary Umar
Hameed said that the com-
mission had made arrange-
ments to hold the elections
on the old delimitations.
“We will make the deci-
sion as per the law and the
constitution if the new
census  is no tified,” he
maintained.

He said that the ECP
is ready to hold the elec-
tions in 90 or 60 days. “The
elections will be held under
the new electoral reforms,”
he added.

Quetta lawyer murder case:

SC directs Imran to appear
in person on July 24

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has di-
rected chairman PTI to ap-
pear in person before it on
July 24 in Quetta lawyer
murder case.

The court while ac-
cepting plea of Prosecutor
General (PG) Balochistan
seeking time for filing reply
adjourned the hearing of the
case till next Monday.

A 3-member bench of
SC presided over by Jus-
tice Yahya Khan Afridi took

up for hearing petition of
chairman PTI Thursday.

During the hearing of
the case, Jus tice Yahya
Afridi inquired from Latif
Khosa, counsel for chair-
man PTI has the petitioner
to surrender before court by
appearing in person for
seeking relief. Ask chairman
PTI to appear before the
court in person.

Justice Mazahar Ali

Continued on page 2

IHC declares
imposition of

Super Tax
as illegal

ISLAMABAD (INP): Ac-
cepting the petitions filed
by various companies, the
Is lamabad High Court
(IHC), while pronouncing
a reserved verdict on Thurs-
day, declared the imposition
of billions of rupees of Su-
per Tax illegal.

The court also de-
clared all the notices issued
for the recovery of the tax
null and void.  Similarly, it
also declared section four C
of the Income Tax Ordi-
nance illegal.

In a d etailed  jud g-
ment, Justice Sardar Ishaq
Khan also explained the
court’s objections to the
section.

Continued on page 2

QUETTA (APP): Former
Chief Minister Balochistan
Nawab Mohammad Aslam
Raisani has initiated recon-
ciliation efforts for the
peaceful settlement of tribal
tensions between two war-
ring groups in the Wadh re-
gion of the province.

Ac cord ing to the
spokesperson of Sarawan
House, two armed groups
each led by an MNA and
local tribal chief are at arms
for the last couple of days,
creating law and order in the
Wadh area of Khuzdar.

The spokesman said

the former CM has made a
telephonic contact with
Balochistan National Party
chief and member of Na-
tional Assembly Sardar
Akhtar Jan Mengal and tribal
leader Mir Shafiqur Rahman
Mengal and demanded a ces-
sation of hostilities from
both sides to reduce the ten-
sion. He also contacted Sardar
Asad Mengal, Member of the
Balochistan Assembly Mir
Muhammad Akbar Mengal,
and former Federal Minister
Mir Naseer Ahmed Mengal
to bring the tense situation of
Wadh back to normal.
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QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Asadullah Baloch and Mitha Khan Kakar
meeting with Principal Secretary to CM Imran Ghichki.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani in a group photo with the participants of
the national seminar on education jointly organized by Education Parliamentarians’ Caucus (EPC)
Senate of Pakistan and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) at Pakistan Institute for Parlia-
mentary Services (PIPS).

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a delegation
level meeting with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba at PM Office,
in Federal Capital.

QUETTA: A delegation led by Naimatullah Badezai meeting with Balochistan
Governor Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar.

Pakistan, Ukraine agree to..

PM vows to boost IT exports..

SC directs Imran..

Balochistan Assembly..

Governor stresses..

Terrorists’..
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caused huge explosion.
He said that blood and

body organs of the attack-
ers were obtained and sent
for DNA testing.

The police chief ap-
preciated the timely re-
sponse of the police offi-
cials, adding such cowardly
act of terrorism could not
shake resolve of the police
in fight against terrorism
and extremism.

He said the brave po-
licemen thwarted the attack
as they were put on high
alert position after receiv-
ing intelligence information
about a possible attack at
Bara and thus saved many
precious lives.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Go vernor Ghulam Ali
strongly condemned the at-
tack. He prayed for early
recovery of the injured and
expressed solidarity with
the victims families. Mean-
while, President Dr. Arif
Alvi o n Thursday con-
demned the suicide blast
that took place in Bara
Bazar of Khyber district.

He expres sed grief
over the loss of precious
lives in the blast, according
to a President House state-
ment. The president
prayed for high ranks of the
martyrs in paradise and pa-
tience to the bereaved fami-
lies as well as for speedy re-
covery of the injured. Earlier
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
strongly condemned a blast
in Bara Bazar.

Continued from page 1

and its exports, the prime
minister said Pakistan was
also positioned to claim its
space. Calling the investors
his “masters”, he said the
government would extend
all-out facilities  to them
through the SIFC as he
himself chaired the Apex
Committee meeting and
Chief of the Army Staff
General Asim Munir was
also playing his full role.

He said the SIFC
would focus on boosting
investment in agriculture,

IT, mining and defence pro-
duction.

“This is seriously a
one-window operation with
the whole of government
sitting there and extending
facilities to potential inves-
tors without any delay. No
delay will be tolerated at
any cost,” he assured.

The prime minister
said that the Gulf states
were willing to invest in
Pakistan and the country
would also benefit from
their investment to gener-
ate revenue and enhance
exports.

He urged all the stake-
holders to march with unity
and do everything in their
capacity to change history
as “we have expertise and
energy to do the wonder”.

He said the govern-
ment would act as a part-
ner and catalyst to provide
all kinds of support to the
investors.

Mentioning the
“wastage of energies” dur-
ing the last four years of the
previous government, the
prime minister urged to
move forward to change the
landscape of history.

Continued from page 1

province on advent of the
Muharramul Haram so that
no untoward incident is oc-
curred.

The Governor also
said that the masses have
the ruling powers in real
democracy, and all whether
one is king or a beggar are
equally bound to the law.

Therefore, it is top re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment to take practical steps
for the rights and basic free-
dom of the masses, adding

he stressed.
Mr. Kalar also said

that sustainable peace and
stability is actually condi-
tional with the supremacy
and implementation of law.

He stressed that it is
human and national obliga-
tion of our political elders,
ulema and tribal elders to
play their part for resolv-
ing the clashes and disputes
among the nationalities and
tribes.  Otherwise, the
whole province can be af-
fected due to the situation,
adding he feared.

Continued from page 1

lawlessness is being created
in the province intention-
ally, as such we would have
to see our internal faults.

He said that the solu-
tion of issue of the prov-
ince is not “gun” rather rec-
onciliation. He also stressed
the need to implement the
recommendations of the
parliamentary committee
for peace in the province.

While expressing his
views on the adjournment
motion, the senior Provin-
cial Minister Noor
Muhammad Dummar also
expressed concern over the
law and order situation in
Harnai.

He stressed that we
have to sit together for peace
in Harnai. He also de-
manded compensation for
the owners of coal laden
trucks, which were burnt in
Harnai.

The  parliamentary
leader of ANP, Asghar
Khan Achakzai said that
lawlessness is mounting
particularly in the
Pashtoon-dominated areas
of the province. He pointed
out that 14 trucks load of
coal were burnt in Harnai.
This subversive act took
hours, but no one took ac-
tion against the culprits, he
charged. He said that we
condemn every kind of ter-
rorism acts in the province.
On the adjournment mo-
tion,  Provincial Minister
Finance, Zamarak Khan
Achakzai said that inves-
tors are no t co ming in
Balochistan due to terror-
ism. He stressed that we
have to follow the philoso-
phy of peace of Bacha
Khan. In the end, the chair
gave ruling to implement the
recommendations of parlia-
mentary committee about
Harnai.

Continued from page 1

Akbar Naqvi inquired can
chairman PTI appear today.
Counsel Latif Khosa said he
will come to SC within an
hour.

Justice Mazahar Ali
Akbar Naqvi remarked we
say to chairman PTI to
come today.

Justice Yahya Afridi
remarked it will be better
that state counsel reply
comes first in this case.
Then Chairman PTI should
appear.

Aman Ullah Kanrani
counsel for complainants
told the court there is mat-
ter of appearing of chair-
man PTI before JIT in law-
yer murder case.

Latif Khosa counsel
for chairman PTI said we
don’t accept JIT consti-
tuted in lawyer murder
case.

Justice Yahya Afridi
remarked the petitioner will
have to appear in the court
at every cost to seek in-
terim relief. Why the chair-
man PTI did not resort to
the respective forum to get
abolish FIR.

Latif Khosa told the
court we have come to SC
via Balochistan High Court

(BHC). And this is respec-
tive forum.

Justice Mazahar Ali
Naqvi while addressing the
counsel for the petitioner
remarked “ you should take
this matter seriously. The
petitioner has to come in
person to get quash FIR
and for bail.

Copy of FIR is not
there in the petition seek-
ing quas hment  of c ase
against chairman PTI. It
should be mentioned in
your petition that the case
against Chairman PTI is
baseless. When investiga-
tion officer has not called
chairman PTI accused then
case is what.

Latif Khosa told the
court the case under terror-
ism clauses is registered
against chairman PTI.

Justice Mazahar
Naqvi remarked investiga-
tor is of the view that chair-
man PTI is not cooperat-
ing in the investigation. Tell
us who issued non bailable
arrest warrants of chairman
PTI and how.

The co uns el for
Balochistan government
told the court to his infor-
mation no such warrants
are there against chairman
PTI.

Continued from page 1

we agreed on the impor-
tance of regular dialogue
and engagements to further
strengthen the bilateral ties.
We have also agreed to hold
meetings of various institu-
tional mechanisms in due
course. We will continue to
build on our conversation
to add more substance to
our relations,” Minister for
Foreign Affairs  Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said in a
joint press conference here
along with his Ukrainian
counterpart  Dmytro
Kuleba.

He said Pakistan also
affected by this dispute and
we are not providing any
kind of arms to Ukraine.
These kind of news are fake
and misleading.

He said building bilat-
eral trade and economic ties
was a priority area for Pa-
kistan.

The Ukrainian For-
eign Minister said the both
sides agreed to reinvigorate
the bilateral mechanisms as
both looked forward to
holding the inaugural meet-
ing of the Ukrainian and
Pakistani Commission of
the economic cooperation.

Pointing to an impor-
tant issue of the Black Sea
Grain Initiative, Dmytro
Kuleba s aid during the
meeting he briefed the min-
ister about the Russian
withdrawal from this initia-
tives on Monday and about
its consequences for global
food security.

“We regret that it will
be Ukraine and countries of
Asia and Africa, who will
suffer the  mos t from
Russia’s withdrawal”, he
said adding that by doing
so Russia significantly un-
dermined global food secu-
rity that would result in
hike in global food prices.

He said Ukraine con-
sidered Pakistan a good
partner and it was ready to
work in all areas especially
in the area of food security.

Bilawal said it was in
larger interest of Pakistan
as well as the developed
world that this grain deal
should be restored.

“I will be reaching out
to the United Nation Sec-
retary General and to my
counterparts in Turkey and
Russia to discuss Pakistan’s
concerns and our desire the
black sea grain initiative to
be restored”, he assured his

Ukrainian counterpart.
Fo reign Minister

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
during the meeting, the cur-
rent Ukrainian situation was
also discussed and he ex-
pressed Pakistan’s deep
concern at the prevailing
situation and offered con-
dolences on the loss of pre-
cious lives and immense
human suffering.

“In a gesture of soli-
darity with the people of
Ukraine and despite our
own economic challenges,
we have sent humanitarian
assistance, he said adding
that prolonged conf lict
brought immense hardship
and suffering to the civilian
populations.

He hoped that peace
will prevail so that the
people of Ukraine and Rus-
sia could enjoy peace divi-
dends. He also emphasized
the importance of peaceful
resolution of disputes and
conflicts through dialogue
and  engagement and
Pakistan’s readiness to sup-
port peace initiatives which
can bring peace to the re-
gion. Bilawal said Pakistan
had vested interest in pro-
moting peace and reconcili-
ation.

Saud Shakeel shines as Pakistan defeat
Sri Lanka in first Test to lead series 1-0

Sports Desk
GALLE: Pakistan tri-
umphed over Sri Lanka by
four wickets on the final
day of the opening Test to
lead the two-match series
1-0 in Galle on Thursday,
courtesy of a double ton by
Saud Shakeel in the first in-
nings.

Pakistan had resumed
their run-chase of 131 runs
at 48-3 with Babar Azam
and Imam-ul-Haq on the
crease.

Azam scored 24 in 28
balls, with the help of five
fours, before being trapped
by Prabath Jayasuriya in
front of the stumps.

Shakeel also couldn’t
stay at the crease till the end
as he was dismissed after
scoring 30 runs in 38 balls.

Imam played an im-
pressive knock and re-
mained unbeaten on 50
runs, which included four
fours and a six.

Agha Salman smacked
a six on the very first ball
he faced to help Pakistan
get over the line.

In the final session
yes terd ay, Jayasuriya
claimed  two  top -ord er
wickets from Pakistan af-
ter dismissing Abdullah
Shafique (8) and Shan
Masood (7).

M e a n w h i l e ,
nightwatchman Nauman
Ali was run out after at-
tempting a suicidal second
run.

Sri Lanka were dis-
missed for 279 in their sec-
ond innings on day four,

which meant that Pakistan
were set a target of 131 runs
to win the match.

Ab rar Ahmed and
Nauman Ali were the chief
destroyers for Pakistan
after claiming three wick-
ets  eac h.  Meanwhile,
Shaheen Afridi and Agha
Salman bagged two wickets
each.

Dhananjaya de Silva,
who scored a ton in the
first innings, was the top
scorer for the home side
once again after notching
up 82 runs.

It must be noted that
Saud Shakeel notched up
his maiden double century
in Tests as Pakistan took a
149-run lead against Sri
Lanka in the rain-hit open-
ing match.

The  vis itors were
bowled out for 461 in the
final session on day three
after a frustrating ninth-
wicket partnership of 94
between Shakeel, who re-
mained not out on 208, and
Naseem Shah, who scored
six off 78 balls.

Spinner Ramesh
Mendis ended with a five-
wicket haul, but Shakeel
combined with the
tailenders, including a 52-
run seventh-wicket part-
nership with Nauman Ali,
who scored 25.

But it was his 177-run
partnership  with Agha
Salman, who hit 83, which
brought Pakistan back in
the game after slipping to
101-5 in their reply to Sri
Lanka’s 312.

‘Fast-track implementation
on CPEC projects is success

of govt: Ahsan Iqbal

ECC approves Rs 42.5b
for conduct of elections

UNFPA, ILO strengthen  collaboration
for inclusive sustainable development

ISLAMABAD (APP): The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
here on Thursday aimed at achieving sustainable development in Pakistan.

The accord will develop joint programmes and strategies to provide comprehen-
sive support to the government and people of Pakistan to meet commitments under
various regional and international forums and frameworks, including the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), Colombo Process, Global Forum on
Migration and Development (GFMD), International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW), a press release said.

“In promulgating labour laws and labour policies with the population policies
and related action plans, this collaboration will also extend to initiatives focused on the
prevention of violence against women and children, fostering safer and healthier com-
munities,” said UNFPA Representative Dr Luay Shabaneh.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Profes sor on
Thursday said the incum-
bent government had com-
pleted a number of China-
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) projects that
remained during the tenure
of the previous regime.

“Fast-track imp le-
mentation on the CPEC
projects is a success of the
present government,” he
exp ress ed these views
while talking to Chinese
Charge d’Affaires Ms Pang
Chunxue during a meeting,
a news release said here.

The Additional Secre-
tary Ministry of Planning,
Chief Economist of Paki-

stan, who is also Project
Director of the CPEC, and
other stakeholders also at-
tended the meeting.

During the meeting,
both sides agreed to further
exp edite the CP EC
projects, which achieved a
significant milestone in fos-
tering economic growth, in-
frastructure development,
and regional connectivity
over the past decade.

As part of the 10-year
celebrations, the CPEC Sec-
retariat and the Planning
Ministry are organizing
various events across the
country, including an inter-
national conference, aca-
demic sessions, and cultural
shows. During the meeting,
the minister highlighted

several projects related to
energy, power, and infra-
structure and reiterated the
government’s commitment
to complete the CPEC
projects under the leader-
ship of Prime Minis ter
Shehbaz Sharif. Since the
incumb ent government
came into power in April
2022, the CPEC projects
have been revived which
remained halted during the
tenure of the past regime.

Under the 10-year cel-
ebrations of CPEC, a two-
day international confer-
ence will be held in
Islamabad in which souve-
nirs will be awarded to both
Pakistani and Chinese com-
panies who participated in
the successful execution.

MQM-P demands
general elections

on new census data

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue
Muhammad Is haq Dar
chaired a meeting of the
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) on
Thursday. The committee
approved an amount of Rs
42.5 billion for the conduct
of the elections. Initially, the
ECP will be given Rs 10
billion for preparations of
the elections.

Federal Minister for
Commerce Syed Naveed
Qamar, Federal Minister
for Power Mr. Khurram
Dastgir Khan, Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change
Senator Sherry Rehman,
Minister of State for Petro-
leum Mr. Musadik Masood
Malik, SAPM on Finance
Mr. Tariq Bajwa, SAPM
on Revenue Mr.  Tariq
Mehmood Pasha, Coordi-
nator to the PM on
Economy Mr. Bilal Azhar

Kayani, Coordinator to PM
on Commerce & Industry
Rana Ihsan Afzal, Federal
Secretaries and other senior
officers attended the meet-
ing.

The ECC considered
and approved a summary
of Election Commission of
Pakistan regarding the de-
mand for funds o f Rs.
42.528 billion as TSG for
conduct of General Elec-
tions in FY 2023-2024. The
ECC allowed Rs. 10 billion
as first release and further
release on need basis.

The EC C also ap-
proved a Technical Supple-
mentary Grant (TSG) of
Rs. 200 million in favor of
the Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SIFC) of
PM Secretariat, which has
been established to attract
investment from GCC and
other countries in the fields
of Defence, Agriculture,
Mineral, IT, and Energy.

IS LAMABAD (INP ):
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment Pakistan (MQM-P)
leaders held a meeting with
the election commission
officials on Thursday and
demanded to hold general
elections  2023 o n new
census data and delimita-
tions.

The MQM-P delega-
tion headed by Dr Farooq
Sattar held a meeting with
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) officials
today.

During the meeting,
the MQM-P leaders urged
ECP to organise general
elections 2023 on the basis
of new census data and de-
limitations.

The  political party
also expressed reservations
about flaws in electoral lists
and census. The MQM-P
delegations also presented
evidence o f flaws in
Karachi’s electoral lists to

the ECP officials.
Dr Farooq Sattar said

that the upcoming general
polls must be held on new
census data.

He claimed that the
flaws in delimitations and
voters data can be removed
in 15 to 20 days. “We de-
manded the prime minister
for holding elections on new
delimitations. The premier
has also assured the
MQM-P of fulfilling the
demand.”

The delegation also
expressed serious reserva-
tions on the recent census
statistics in which Karachi’s
pop ulation was
undercounted. Sattar said
that 30% of Karachi voters
have been shifted to other
cons tituencies far from
their current residences.

The delegation urged
the election commission to
remove irregularities in the
voter lists.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with former president FPCCI Abdul
Rauf son Aurangzeb Rauf and daughter of PML-leader Sheikh Arslan after wedding ceremony during
visit at Abdul Rauf residence.

Maulana Abdul Wasay, Federal Minister for Housing and Works chaired
executive board meetings of the Pakistan Housing Authority Foundation
(PHAF) and Federal Government Employees Housing Authority (FGEHA) in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Rana Tanveer inaugurated 400KW
Solar System at main campus of Allama Iqbal Open
University.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf chairing meeting of Business Advisory
Committee at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Group photo with Minister of State for Poverty Alleviation
and Social Safety, Mr. F aisal Karim Kundi during seminar on National
Dialogue on Child Trafficking & Bonded Labor

ISLAMABAD: Police Personnel stops the bikers
at D-c howk, following the Instructio ns as
autho ritie s impose s ban on the e ntry of
Motorcycles to Constitution Avenue till 10th
Muharram-ul-Harram in Federal Capital.

Khan’s ego put diplomatic
relations at stake, split his
own party: Qaiser Sheikh

Javed Latif demands action
against 9th May facilitators

HEC-RWN seminar
stresses steps to promote
socio-religious harmony

Police launch massive
crackdown on drug

peddlers in Islamabad

Abrupt ban
on bike entry

to red zone irk
commuters

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Thousand of bikers were
fac ing hard ship  as
Islamabad police closed the
entry of all kind of bikes
into red zone without any
prior warning on first day
of Islamic month.

Bikers were forced to
park their motorcycles out-
side each entry point and
go ahead on their feet which
created problem for citizens
especially for senior citi-
zens. Most of people are
unaware about government
shuttle service. Islamabad
police said on twitter bik-
ers are ban in red zone due
to security reason.

For ent ry into red
zone shuttle service was
provided from three spots:
Serena Chowk, Parade Av-
enue and Marriot Chowk,
ICT tweeted around 12pm
however most of most of
employees enters into red
zone between 8 to 9am.

Speakers say:

SCO member states unite to promote
“Shanghai Spirit” for global progress

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
the face of various chal-
lenges confronting coun-
tries in the region and across
the  glo be, the memb er
states of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization
(SCO) are united to pro-
mote the “Shanghai Spirit”
for Global progress and
prosperity.

These views were ex-
pressed by speakers during
the Webinar on “SCO Sum-
mit 2023: Implications ,
Challenges,  and Future
Prospects.” The event was
organized by the Pakistan-
SCO Friendship Forum and
the Center of SCO Studies,

Institute of Peace and Dip-
lomatic Studies (IPDS)

During the webinar,
speakers highlighted the sig-
nificance of people-to-
people collaboration and
collective efforts in finding
effective solutions to com-
plex global challenges, in-
cluding climate change, ex-
tremism, technological ad-
vancements, and economic
stability.

They emphasized that
through collaborative ac-
tion,  the SCO member
states have the power to
create a more intercon-
nected and sustainable fu-
ture.

The President of
IPDS, Dr. Farhat Asif, un-
derscored the importance of
the webinar and the center’s
vision to promote research,
cooperation, and people-
to-people ties within the
SCO.

Throughout the event,
discus sions revolved
around analyzing the chal-
lenges and prospects faced
during the SCO summit,
with a strong emphasis on
promoting the “Shanghai
Spirit” by fostering stron-
ger co nnections  among
people.

The webinar also em-
phasized the need for field

cooperation and enhanced
community collaboration
to address challenges, as
prop os ed by Kang Jie
from the China Institute of
International S tudies
(CIIS).

Kabuljon Sabirov, Di-
rector of the SCO Centre
for Public Diplomacy in
Uzbekistan, advocated for
essential initiatives such as
a unified corridor map, cli-
mate change coordination,
tourism development, and
collaborative measures to
counter regional challenges,
all aimed at fostering re-
gional connectivity, peace,
and stability.

Religious scholars commemorate Hazrat Umar’s
martyrdom day highlighting his achievements

SSDO organizes dialogue on
‘Combating Child Trafficking

and Bonded Labour’

No escape for PTI chairman
even if Azam Khan retracts

from his confession: Musadik Toshakhana case

IHC issues written order
on chairman PTI petition
against trial court decision

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Ulema and Mashaykh from
all corners of the country
on Thursday gathered to
observe the solemn day of
the Martyrdom of Hazrat
Umar Farooq (Radhi Allah
Anho) with unwavering re-
ligious fervor.

The commemoration,
which took place on the
first day of Muharram, saw
numerous religious gather-
ings organized across the
country,  includ ing in
Islamabad and Rawalpindi.

The purpose of these
gatherings was to remem-
ber and reflect upon the life
and sacrific e of Hazrat
Umar Farooq (RA), the sec-
ond caliph of Islam, and a

revered figure in Islamic his-
tory. Born in the year 584
CE in the city of Makkah,
Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA),
also known as Umar ibn al-
Khattab, embraced Islam
during the early years of the
prophet-hood of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace Be Upon Him).

Throughout his life, he
played a significant role in
the development and
propagation of Islam. Fol-
lowing the pass ing of
Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq
(RA), he assumed the
mantle of leadership as the
second caliph and exhibited
wisdom and fortitude in his
responsibilities.

Pakistan Ulema Coun-

cil Chairman and Prime
Minister’s Special Repre-
sentative on Interfaith Har-
mony and the Middle East,
Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, shed
light o n the numero us
achievements of Hazrat
Umar Farooq (RA).

He stated that his
martyrdom had a profound
impact on the Muslim
Ummah, however, despite
the grief of losing their be-
loved leader, the Muslims
remained united and stead-
fast in their commitment to
the principles of Islam, fos-
tering a sense of community
and solidarity among be-
lievers.

He emphasized

Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA)
as a symbol of justice and
fairness, stating that his
martyrdom reinforced the
importance of upholding
these values in the eyes of
Islamic law.

During his caliphate,
he said the Islamic Empire
experienced significant ter-
ritorial expansion, with his
successors continuing his
legacy by further spreading
Islam to distant lands.

Furthermore, he said
Hazrat Umar’s (RA) ca-
liphate played a crucial role
in the codification of Is-
lamic law and jurispru-
dence, with his rulings serv-
ing as the foundation for the
development of the Shariah.

The late caliph’s dedi-
cation to education was
also highlighted by Ashrafi,
noting that he established
schools and institutions to
promote learning and his
martyrdom inspired a re-
newed commitment to
knowledge and scholarship
within the Muslim commu-
nity. He said the principles
and leadership style of
Hazrat Umar (RA) contin-
ued to inspire future Mus-
lim leaders, guiding them in
their governance and deci-
sion-making.

As the Muslim
Ummah commemorates the
martyrdom of Hazrat Umar
Farooq (RA) on the first
day of Muharram.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Is lamabad High Court
(IHC) has issued written
order on the petition of
chairman PTI against the
decision of trial court for
declar ing Toshakhana
criminal case maintainable.

IHC  Chief
Justice(CJ) Aamir Farooq
issued the written order.

it has been said in the
order the counsel for the
petitioner said in his argu-
ments this is second round

of review. In the first phase
this learned court accepted
chairman PTI plea. Accord-
ing to counsel for the peti-
tioner the learned court sent
back the matter to trial court
with 8 legal questions. The
petitioner is of the view trial
court announced the deci-
sion before the time given
by IHC.

This is too stance of
the petitioner proper op-
portunity was not given to
him for hearing in trial court.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal minister and senior
leader of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(P ML-N), Mian Javed
Latif Thursday said that if
the mastermind of May 9
gets any concession, and
urges all political parties to
revive the nation’s confi-
dence.

“The May 9 day is the
blackest chapter in the 75
years’ history of Pakistan,
and “it brought shame to us
across the globe”, he said
while talking to a Private
news channel.

pushed to the wall, but
they faced all the ordeals and
never thought to mount any
attack on any civilian or
military installation.

Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI) has lost popu-
larity among public for pro-
mo ting unc ivilized lan-
guage, adding, PTI had also
been involved in spreading
unethical culture in the so-
ciety.

To another query, he
said after May 9 incident
the delayed elections are
not in favor of the country,
adding,  elections in the

“Our nation knows
how to protect the honour
of their martyrs, he said,
adding, the tragic is heart-
rending events of May 9 are
a wake-up call for us and
we need to show unity”.

Replying a query, he
replied that during the pre-
vious tenure of the PTI, the
ent ire oppo sition was

country would be held on
time. He said the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leadership faced
jails even in tough situa-
tions, but never raised hue
and cry like PTI chairman.

There were many
people in the PTI who did
not support the politics of
its leadership, he added.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Minister of State for Petro-
leum Dr. Musadik Malik on
Thursday said the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT I)
chairman was guilty of
‘making public an official
secret document’ as he ex-
ploited the ‘cipher’ for po-
litical point scoring.

Addressing a press
conference, he said the
former prime minister
would have no escape, even
if his principal secretary

Azam Khan retracted from
his confessional statement
on that count.

The PTI chairman, he
added in a sheer violation
of the Official Secrets Act,
waved the cipher in a pub-
lic meeting in the Federal
Capital and continued the
practice across the country.

He persistent ly al-
leged that the United States
had conspired against his
go vernment  and  later
claimed that the cipher had

been misplaced, Musadik
said. Whether misplacing an
official secret document
was a trivial matter, he ques-
tioned. In accordance with
the law, he said, the pun-
ishment for making a secret
document public was 17
years imprisonment and for
misplacing three years.

He said the PTI chief
had been claiming that his
government was removed
due to a US conspiracy, and
at the same time was seek-
ing help from Washington.

He said the PTI chief
had hired a lobbyist in the
US who always conspired
against the nuclear weapons
of Pakistan.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Higher Education
Commission (HEC), Paki-
stan and Resilient Women
Network (RWN) jointly
organised a seminar titled
S oc ial Co hes ion and
Inclusivity on promoting
socio-religious  harmony
in educational institu-
tions.

The seminar attended
by eminent parliamentar-
ians and ac ademicians
stressed the need for taking
practical steps to encour-
age activities that promote
family values, the ability to
empathise and encourage
tolerance in all spheres of
life.

On the  occ asion,
Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed and Mem-
ber of National Assembly
Dr. Nafisa Shah emphasised
promoting diversity in so-
ciety so as to spread the
true teachings of Islam in
the world. They were of the

view that through diversity
and tolerance, the vision of
Q u a i d - e - A z a m
Muhammad Ali Jinnah can
be turned into a reality.

The roundtable par-
ticipants reiterated that
both parents and teachers
must work together in the
upbringing of students.
They emphasised the need
to make the young genera-
tion aware of the gap being
created by the rising trend
of intolerance and non-ac-
ceptance of one another in
society.

The vice-chancellors
assured HEC and RWN of
full cooperation on behalf
of their institutions in the
promotion of inclusivity,
harmony, tolerance, and
cohesion on their cam-
puses.

Executive Directo r
HEC Dr. Shaista Sohail and
Chairperson RWN Asia
Nasir also expressed their
views.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The Sustainable Social De-
velopment Organization
(SSDO) here on Thursday
organized a successful na-
tional dialogue on ‘Child
Trafficking in Persons and
Bonded Labor’.

In collaboration with
the US State Department,
the dialogue aimed to ad-
dress the critical issue of
child trafficking and bonded
labor in Pakistan.

The event focused on
strengthening partnerships
among stakeholders, pro-
moting human-centered ap-
proaches to prevent child
trafficking, and developing
a National Referral System
for victim protection and
rehabilitation.

The national dialogue
provided an exceptional
platform for various stake-
holders, including govern-
ment agencies, civil society
organizations, law enforce-
ment authorities, interna-
tional partners, academia,
and the media to come to-
gether and collectively ad-

dress the multifaceted chal-
lenges posed by child traf-
ficking and bonded labor.

The conference fea-
tured insightful speeches
from key figures in the field,
including the Chairperson
of Punjab’s Child Protection
Bureau, the Chairperson of
the National Commission
on the Rights of the Child
(NCRC), the Additional
Director General of the
Fed eral Investigation
Agency (FIA), and the Di-
rector-General of the Na-
tional Police Bureau.

Counselor of Cultural
Affairs at the US State De-
partment,  Brad Parker,
also spoke at the event.

Alongside U.S. State
Department representa-
tives, INL Acting Director,
INL Gender, Security and
Law Advisor participated
actively during the dialogue.

In June 2023, the U.S.
Secretary of State pre-
sented Pakistani Police Of-
ficer, Zaheer Ahmed, Traf-
ficking in Persons (TIP)
Report Hero Award for his

instrumental role in guiding
the Government of Paki-
stan to implement anti-TIP
laws and reforms, capacity
building, and training initia-
tives that were instrumen-
tal in Pakistan’s promotion
from TIP Tier 2 watchlist
to Tier 2 in 2022 when he
was the Director of Federal
Investigative Agenc y’s
Anti-Human S muggling
Unit.  Secretary Blinken
presented Ahmed the
award on June 15th during
the 2023 TIP report launch
ceremony. Ahmed and his
fellow TIP heroes partici-
pated in the TIP-focused
U.S. International Visitor
Leadership Program. In ad-
dition to speeches, the
event included panel dis-
cussions, a documentary
screening, and breakout ses-
sions, enhancing the depth
and impact of the discus-
sions. Minister of Poverty
Alleviation and  Soc ial
Safety, Faisal Kundi, em-
phasized on the occasion
the challenges faced in curb-
ing child trafficking.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minis ter,  Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh Thursday
lashed out that the national
economy was ruined, dip-
lomatic relations were at
stake due to the ego of
Imran Khan during his four-
year rule and his own party
was being split now.

“PTI government did
nothing for the welfare of
poor masses during the four
years in the government”,
he said while talking to a
Private News Channel.

The economy was in
a d ownward trajecto ry
when the PML-N led-gov-
ernment took over last year,
he said, adding, during the
last 15 months due to the
personal efforts and vision

of the Prime Minister, now
the economic situation is
much under control. Reply-
ing to a question, he said
the coalition government
after coming into power di-
verted all its attention on
putting the economy back
on track, adding, the PTI
regime’s deviation from the
IMF agreement resulted in
the delay of the program.

The current govern-
ment is trying its best to
provide relief to the masses
where the previous regime
did nothing for the poor
masses, he added. He urged
all political parties must
realize that the bailout pack-
age is a deal between the
IMF and the state of Paki-
stan and the new govern-
ment will have to honor it.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
police conducted an opera-
tion within the jurisdiction
of the Phulgran police sta-
tion and arrested 13 accused
including five drug peddlers
and recovered a huge quan-
tity of drugs and weapons
with ammunition from their
possession.

Following the special
directives of Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the crackdown on
drug peddlers and liquor
sellers aims to create a drug-
free environment in the
city and to safeguard the
future of the young genera-
tion.

During the operation,
numerous suspicious ve-
hicles and individuals were
thoroughly inspected, lead-
ing to the identification of
several key individuals in-

volved in drug supply.
During the search op-

eration, police teams ar-
rested 13 accused including
five drug peddlers, and re-
covered a huge quantity of
drugs and weapons with
ammunition from their pos-
session.

The arrested accused
were identified as Shahid
Mehmood, Pervez Akhtar,
Zaheen Pervez,  Ghulab
Hussain, Manzar Hussain,
Muhammad Imran,
Muhammad Ramzan,
Muhammad Is htaiq,
Khawar Is htaiq,
Muhammad R izwan,
Muhammad Waqas, Jabbar
Ahmed and Babar Hussain.

The CPO/DIG (Op-
erations), Syed Shehzad
Nadeem Bukhari, empha-
sized the continuous com-
mitment to transforming
Islamabad into a drug-free
city.

3-day training
of master
trainers

concludes
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
3-day Training of Lead
Trainers (ToLT) for the
Training of Master Train-
ers (Polling Personnel)  has
been concluded on Thurs-
day. The training was con-
ducted at Pakistan’s Elec-
toral Academy for Demo-
cratic Practices, Research
and  Management
(PADRM) in ECP Secre-
tariat Islamabad for the up-
coming general elections.

Twenty officers from
ECP were imparted train-
ing as lead trainers.

Call to release
Mirwaiz, remove
restrictions on him
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Anjuman Auq af Jama
Masjid Srinagar while ex-
tending greetings to Mus-
lims on the advent of new
Islamic year – 1445 AH,
has demanded release of its
inc arcerated President
Mirwaiz Umar Faro oq
from house detention.

According to Kashmir
media service,the Anjuman
in a statement issued in
Srinagar said, “Every new
year provides us with an
opportunity to go for self-
introspection and reflect
upon what is happening
around us and as such, we
need to learn lessons from
our past and strive for the
betterment of our present
and future.”
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IMF report
The IMF’s staff report on its new,
short-term bailout loan of $3bn
for Pakistan is a damning indict-
ment of the Shehbaz Sharif
government’s economic and fi-
nancial policies that deepened
the trust gap between
Islamabad and the lender, and
pushed the country towards the
precipice in the last nine
months. Policy missteps and
breach of the previous Extended
Fund Facility programme had
compelled the lender to halt the
disbursement of funds, closing
the door on other multilateral
and bilateral financing.

The IMF document, released
on Tuesday, also spells out the
programme’s goals, many of
which, such as increased en-
ergy prices, will directly burden
the people. It blames the fi-
nance ministry and State Bank
for their frequent tinkering with
the market-based exchange
rate mechanism, leading to the
growth of a large foreign ex-
change black market. It is also
critical of the central bank for
resisting a timely increase in
interest rates. That is not all.
The report points out that the
government balked at maintain-
ing fiscal discipline, cutting
non-essential spending, broad-
ening the tax net, controlling
the drivers of  the power
sector’s circular debt, and im-
proving SOE governance.

In view of its experience with
Pakistani authorities, the IMF
has warned that continuation
of the new programme will de-
pend on the implementation of
fiscal discipline, a return to a
market-determined exchange
rate and proper functioning of
the foreign exchange market, a
tight monetary policy aimed at
disinflation, and progress on
structural reforms, particularly
with regard to the energy sec-
tor, SOEs and climate resil-
ience.

The report also cautions
against the “exceptionally high”
downside risks to the Stand-
by Arrangement goals emanat-
ing from a tense political envi-
ronment and potential devia-
tion from agreed policies. Such
risks could undermine the
programme’s implementation,
and jeopardise macro-financial
and external stability and debt
sustainability, leading Pakistan
to seek foreign debt restructur-
ing.

Additionally, it says that ex-
ternal financing risks remain
high, and delays in disburse-
ment of external financing from
IFIs and bilateral creditors
would endanger the fragile ex-
ternal balance given limited
buffers. Spillovers from
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
through high food and fuel
prices, and tighter global finan-
cial conditions continue to put
pressure on the budget.

Highlighting Pakistan’s large
gross financing needs of
$28.3bn, including the $6.4bn
current account deficit, during
this fiscal year, it stresses that
multilateral and bilateral sup-
port will remain critical for Pa-
kistan beyond the upcoming
elections and the SBA.

It is a foregone conclusion
that the next government will
need another, longer-term IMF
programme to resolve structural
challenges and meet high ex-
ternal debt obligations over the
next few years. For that to hap-
pen, the country has to achieve
the SBA goals, come what may.

The Islamisation project

Where should young people go?

Amber Darr
The three cons titutions
adopted by Pakistan since
its creation in 1947, despite
considerable differences
among them, all declare the
state’s commitment to up-
holding the principles and
values of Islam and to tak-
ing all necessary steps to
enable Muslims to lead their
lives according to Islamic
teachings and requirements.

To this end, the con-
stitutions also recognise the
significance of redesigning
the Pakistani legal system
along Islamic lines. Interest-
ingly, however, even in its
eighth decade, Pakistan ap-
pears not to have fully rec-
onciled the tussle between
secular and Islamic values.

The relevant provi-
sions of the 1956, 1962 and
1973 constitutions provide
a good starting point for
understanding the scope of
Pakistan’s constitutional

commitment to
Islamisation. The 1956 con-
stitution called for “an Is-
lamic way of life” (Article
25) only as a principle of
policy. However, it did bar
the enactment of laws “re-
pugnant to the injunctions
of Islam” (Article 198)
while largely retaining the
institutional infrastructure
of the Government of India
Act, 1935, and following the
Universal Declaration of
Rights in stipulating the
fundamental rights of Paki-
stani citizens.

The only Islamic in-
stitution it mandated was
“an organisation for Islamic
research and instruction”
(Article 197), however, it
did not clarify how research
conducted b y this
organisation would feed
back into the workings of
the state.

The 1962 constitution
while largely reproducing
the Islamic provisions of
the 1956 constitution rel-
egated the provision barring
the enactment of laws re-
pugnant to the injunctions
of Islam to a principle of
policy (Article 1A) and re-
placed the organisation for
Islamic research with the
“Advisory Council of Is-
lamic Ideology” to recom-
mend appropriate Islamic

laws and policies to the gov-
ernment and to the legisla-
ture (Articles 199-206).

It was the 1973 Con-
stitution, as originally for-
mulated, that first declared
Islam to be the state reli-
gion (Article 2); reinstated
the injunction barring en-
actment of laws repugnant
to Islam as an enforceable
provision (Article 227) and
proposed the Council of
Islamic Ideology (Articles
228-231) with members
from the superior judiciary
as well as Islamic scholars,
to act as a bridge between
the secular and Islamic le-
gal values.

However, it was only
under the Zia regime that
the Pakistani legal system
became the primary focus
of the Islamisation project.
The year 1979 saw the pro-
mulgation of the Offence of
Zina (Enfo rcement of
Hudood) Ordinance, the
introduction of additional
blasphemy provisions in
the Pakistan Penal Code
and the creation of Islamic
benches in the superior
courts and 1980 the Zakat
and Ushr Ordinance and the
establishment of the Fed-
eral Shariat Court (Articles
203A-203J) comprising ex-
clusively of Muslim judges
albeit with the limited man-

date of evaluating the Is-
lamic-ness of laws and the
legality of decisions enforc-
ing Hudood.

However, decisions of
the FSC remained appeal-
able to the secular Supreme
Court thereby rendering the
FSC subordinate to the Su-
preme Court. By 1984 the
rules of evidence were also
Islamised under the Qanun-
i-Shahadat Order 1984.

The Islamisation of
the legal system continued
well beyond the Zia era.
Ghulam Ishaq Khan promul-
gated the Qisas and Diyat
Ordinance 1990; Benazir
Bhutto introduced the
Nifaz-i-Nizam-i-Sharia
Regulation 1994; Nawaz
Sharif promulgated the
Shari-Nizam-i-Adl Regula-
tion 1999, the Enforcement
of Shariat Act 1991 and fur-
ther tightened the law against
blasphemy while Asif Ali
Zardari ratified the Nizam-
i-Adl Regulation in 2009.

Even today, laws per-
ceived to be contrary to Is-
lamic values are regularly
challenged before the FSC
(such as the Transgender
Persons Act 2018) or are
rejected by the legislature
(such as the Domestic Vio-
lence Bill 2020) or are re-
tained  despite repeated
calls for their repeal or re-

consideration from civil so-
ciety (such as the blas-
phemy laws).

Interes tingly, how-
ever, judges appointed to
the secular courts in Paki-
stan are still not required to
be qualified to rule on com-
plex matters of the Sharia.
Ideally this would mean
that the Supreme Court
would defer to the FSC or
the Council of Islamic Ide-
ology on religious matters,
as it did for instance in its
2002 review judgement in
the riba case and its 2005
judgement in the hisba case.

In reality, however, it
has resulted in the Supreme
Court invoking Islam to bol-
ster its constitutional argu-
ments, for instance, in its
2012 judgement in the Anita
Turab case and in its 2014
judgement affirming the
rights of minorities to prac-
tise their religion freely, or
even in citing Quranic verses
in interpreting legal provi-
sions, for instance, in its
2015 Supreme Court judge-
ment in the Aasia Bibi case
and in its 2017 judgement in
the Panama Paperscase. In-
terestingly, however, even
as Islamic principles have
permeated legal decision-
making at the highest level
in Pakistan, the country has
been besieged by calls for

even greater Islamisation.
Some of these calls have
come from academics; for in-
stance, Prof Fazlur Rahman
of the University of Chicago
criticised the 1973 Consti-
tution for not being Islamic
enough. Others, however,
have come from grassroots
religious organisations, for
instance, the Tehreek-i-
N i f a z - S h a r i a t - i -
Mohammadi whose call for
the establishment of Sharia
courts in the tribal areas in
time, gave way to the Af-
ghan Taliban. Others still
have come from private per-
sons who have resorted to
religious vigilantism, alleg-
edly to uphold the values of
Islam but often only to
settle personal scores.

In the 75 years of its
existence, Pakistan’s
Islamisation project has
gone fro m being
aspirational, to being hap-
hazardly institutionalised,
to becoming gradually
personalised, even
privatised. In all these
phases, those who have
acted in the name of Islam
have claimed to draw legiti-
macy from the will of the
people who it is said wish
to have their lives ordered
in accordance with the in-
junctions of Islam.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Kamila Hyat

Pakistan is the fifth most
populous country in the
world. This is hardly good
news for a nation that
struggles to feed at least a
third of its population with
the resources it has. Child
malnutrition and stunting is
extremely high. In Sindh,
stunting has affected almost
50 per cent of the children.

This  year, Pakistan
conducted its first-ever digi-
tal census. The country’s
chief census commissioner
tells us that our population
stands at 249,566,743. This
is obviously far too many.
And though there are regions
which are relatively sparse
in population, this really
does not help given how ur-
ban centres and other parts
of the country where ameni-
ties, opportunity and em-
ployment exist are over-
crowded.

Over 58.7 per cent of
the total population are
young people. For some

countries, this would mean
something to celebrate, but
Pakistan has created a situ-
ation where there is very
little for our youth to do.
Yes, the best can get into
reputable institutions such
as Lums, the IBA, GIK, etc
that hold a promise of jobs.
But for the majority, the fu-
ture is limited to secondary
education, if any at all and
only a few manage to com-
plete higher education. The
state of our higher education
has been commented on
several times by top educa-
tionists who point out the
levels of plagiarism in PhD
papers and the poor stan-
dards of output from stu-
dents putting out disserta-
tions at this level. We ask
then: what is to become of
our youth?

Given the way things
stand, it is hardly surpris-
ing that we see a rise in street
crime, most notably in
Karachi but also in other cit-
ies. Car and mobile phone
snatching, ATM theft and
other financial scams have
become the norm. Most
people are desperate for
money. They simply do not
have the training required to
acquire jobs. In comparison
to this, young people of In-
dia have access to countless
opportunities that allow
them to keep growing.
India’s networks of IITs,

which now recruit from
around the world, have given
the Indian youth a huge
amount of prestige, and
brought top companies to
India to look for graduates
who can then head top or-
ganizations in the fields of
IT, computer science, etc.

We of course did not
think of this way back when
our country was born. As a
result, we are now in a situ-
ation where every woman in
the country gives birth to an
average of 3.6 children, the
highest average in South
Asia. This can be compared
to the two children, which
is the average for Indian
women. We need to halt the
population growth and this
can only happen through a
distinct change in policy.

In the first place, we
need to pro vide young
people in schools with the
right education at the right
level delivered in the correct
fashion to help them under-
stand that more children will
not benefit them, the chil-
dren who are born to them
or the country. We need to
be far more open about the
means and ways for access-
ing contraception for both
men and women.

For women in particu-
lar, lack of access to contra-
ception is said to be one of
the main reasons why they
continue to conceive chil-

dren and go into an average
that nears three per house-
hold even today. The poli-
cies have been badly flawed
since the time Pakistan was
created, and they remain
flawed today.

In the meantime, we
also need to think about
what to do with the young
people who are now present
in the country. We cannot
simply wish them away.
Nor can we continue to see
the repeat of the Greece boat
tragedy where hundreds of
Pakistan lost their lives af-
ter the ship carrying them
to Italy sank off the coast
of Greece. Some future has
to be found for them.

 There is no point in
suggesting that they set up
startups or other small busi-
nesses. Yes, it may be pos-
sible for some to consider
setting up vending carts or
other similar enterprises.
But many who are more
educated would wish to do
more than this, given the
money invested by their
families in the years of learn-
ing. The question for the
country then is what to do
with these youngsters. Per-
haps we need to hold a fo-
rum and bring in professors
and students from top in-
stitutions to suggest what
kind of enterprises can be
set up to employ young
people at all levels and give

them some kind of future in
the country. At present
they appear to have none.
Too many of them are aware
of this. And this, of course,
is the reason why more left
the country in 2022 than in
the previous year. The fact
that so many are willing to
leave illegally after paying
out millions of rupees to
agents also point to the fact
that the young know they
do not have a future here.

Other countries have
come up with solutions to
solve the same problem that
Pakistan faces. Bangladesh
for example has initiated a
massive scheme of micro-
credit especially for women
and young people to create
jobs and supplement fam-
ily incomes. Other countries
have found ways to ensure
young people do not re-
main jobless and unem-
ployed for year after year.
In some nations ,  there
have been schemes to train
youngsters as chefs, cater-
ers ,  p aramed ics,  and
teachers to improve their
skills.

We will need to come
up with innovative meth-
ods to try and find means
to make young people,
who have a limited set of
skills and a very limited
horizon, more versatile so
that they can easily land
d ec ent job s.  Thes e

schemes must also extend
to the rural area of the
co untry and mo re far-
flung places where young
people can be trained as
guides, rescue workers,
travel comp anions  who
can take groups out on
tours in organized car jour-
neys, and so on. There is
plenty of potential, it just
needs to be built upon.
The reality is that we have
extremely talented young
people amongst us. But
unfortunately they have
no opportunity to display
their skills or intelligence.
With good training and
better vocational educa-
tion, many could go into
fields  like engineering or
he lp  run factories  and
other similar places. This
is also one factor hamper-
ing the entry of business
fro m overseas into the
co untry.  T he reality is
tha t nations like
Bangladesh and Vietnam
have mo re ed ucated ,
trained and skilled youth
able to run workshops and
similar outfits compared
to us. For this reason, out-
side nations looking to set
up businesses in poorer
countries, mainly to make
use of c heap  lab o ur ,
choose our neighbouring
countries. We need to look
into this problem as a cri-
sis.  -- Courtesy TheNews

A rail link to reshape the region
By Qamar Bashir

Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and
Afghanistan have signed
an agreement to build a
760-kilometer-long (472-
mile-long) railway track
connecting the three na-
tions. The railroad would
travel from Termez,
Uzbekistan to Kharlachi,
Pakistan via Mazar-i-
Sharif, Afghanistan. The
project is scheduled to be
completed by the end of
2027 at a cost of $2.8 bil-
lion. The success of the rail
link will depend on a num-
ber of factors, including
the political stability of the
region, the availability of
financing, and the contin-
ued, unconditional, and
willing cooperation of the
three countries. Nonethe-
less, the potential advan-
tages of the rail link are sub-
stantial, and the initiative
has the potential to trans-
form the region.

The concept of a rail
connection between Paki-
stan, Uzbekistan, and Af-
ghanistan dates back
many years. In the 1970s,
the Soviet Union pro-
posed constructing a rail-
road connecting the three
nations. Due to the 1989
Soviet withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, however, the
project was never com-
pleted. The ratification of
the agreement on July 18
in Islamabad, in the pres-
ence of “high-ranking” rail-
way officials from the three
countries, brought the age-
old concept to fruition. Ac-
cording to plan, the rail
route will traverse Termiz,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan’s
Mazar-e-Sharif and Logar
provinces, and conclude in
Pakistan via the Kharlachi
border crossing in the
Kurram tribal district near
the Afghan border.

Reportedly, the fi-
nancing for this 760 km rail-
way track has not yet been
finalized, however, the

World Bank, the Asian De-
velopment Bank, and the
European Bank for Recon-
struction and Develop-
ment have all expressed
interest in lending support
to the project, but no for-
mal commitments have
been made. Russia has also
said that it would be will-
ing to assist in laying
down the railway and sup-
plying locomotives and
rolling stock, provided the
project is able to attract
fundings. In the absence
of any firm commitments
from international financial
institutions, it is possible
that the signatory coun-
tries will have to fund it
themselves which seems
uphill task keeping in view
the dilapidated financial
outlook of both Pakistan
and Afghanistan, but if fi-
nancial arrangements are
made, it would be a major
boost to regional trade and
economic development.

The project is ex-
pected to be completed
by the end of 2027, and
by 2030, trains will be able
to transport up to 15 mil-
lion tonnes of products an-
nually. The line will facili-
tate both passenger and
freight services, reduce
cargo delivery periods be-
tween Uzbekistan and Pa-
kistan by approximately
five days and  transport
costs by at least 40 percent.
With the signing of the
protocol, it would begin
the phases of meticulous
planning, resource alloca-
tion, and project implemen-
tation, as well as a con-
certed, coordinated efforts
to establish robust re-
gional connectivity.

The project’s
strength rests in its capac-
ity to stimulate regional
trade and economic
growth, generate employ-
ment, and provide cost-ef-
fective industrial raw ma-

terials and utilities to en-
hance the competitive-
ness of industrial services
and agricultural  outputs.
The project is expensive
and may be difficult to fi-
nance, is likely to encoun-
ter security challenges,
particularly while passing
through Afghanistan, and
may require years to com-
plete. It will create numer-
ous opportunities, includ-
ing the possibility of link-
ing with the Gwadar port,
which would provide Cen-
tral Asian countries with
access to a warm-water
port, and extending to
other nations in the region.
It may also face hazards
such as political instabil-
ity in one or more of the
involved countries and
imminent economic chal-
lenges, such as a decline
in global trade and a dearth
of export substitutes.

This project would
provide Pakistan with an
efficient and time-saving
way to export its agricul-
tural products, such as
wheat, sugar, rice, maize,
and vegetables and fruits
such as apples, oranges,
tomatoes, and potatoes,
dairy products, such as
milk, yogurt, and cheese,
meat and poultry, such as
beef, chicken, and lamb,
and a variety of processed
food products, including
canned food, spices, fro-
zen food, and snacks. Pa-
kistan can export cotton,
wool, and silk in the textile
industry, as well as a vari-
ety of home appliances, in-
cluding refrigerators, tele-
visions, washing ma-
chines, and electronics
besides sports goods and
surgical instruments.

Uzbekistan is a major
producer of cotton, which
is used to create textiles
such as clothing, home fur-
nishings, and other prod-
ucts. In addition to cotton,

Uzbekistan also produces
grapes, melons, and toma-
toes. In addition, it is a sig-
nificant producer of meat
and dairy products, in-
cluding beef, lamb, and
milk. It grows wheat and
other cereal grains. It also
produces gold, silver, and
copper, among other min-
erals. It has a developing
manufacturing sector and
produces a range of appli-
ances, including refrigera-
tors, televisions, and wash-
ing machines, as well as
mobile phones, computers,
and televisions, as well as
a range of construction
materials, including ce-
ment, steel, and lumber.

Afghanistan’s mineral
wealth allows it to export
copper, iron, gold, and
lithium for use as basic ma-
terials in the production of
finished goods. In addition
to being a significant pro-
ducer of agricultural prod-
ucts such as fruits and veg-
etables, it can also export
carpets and other similar
items. Afghanistan has oil
and gas reserves that could
be used to produce gaso-
line, diesel, and aviation fuel
for export to Pakistan and
Uzbekistan, where they
could be used to fuel auto-
mobiles, generators, and
other machinery. The rail
link could also be con-
nected to the strategically
located Gwadar port in Pa-
kistan for the benefit of the
entire region and the globe
by giving Central Asian
countries access to a warm-
water port and giving Paki-
stan a new route into Cen-
tral Asia and beyond.  Once
fully operational, it would
help reduce poverty by cre-
ating a significant number
of employment opportuni-
ties in the construction,
operation, and maintenance
of the rail link, and its in-
creased trade and transpor-
tation efficiency would

make it more attractive to
investors.

The signing of the
contract occurs at an im-
portant time. The some-
what shaky peace in Af-
ghanistan may have been
a major factor in the other
two countries’ decision to
move forward with the
project, despite the fact
that other nations of the
world may view it with
skepticism due to the un-
recognized status of the
interim Afghan govern-
ment and its deliberate re-
fusal to adhere to the Doha
Agreement. Nonetheless,
the region is presently ex-
periencing a period of rela-
tive peace and stabili ty,
which has made the sign-
ing of this and other high-
value projects such as
CASA 1000 and TAPI gas
pipeline possible. The suc-
cess of these essential ini-
tiatives will establish a re-
gional ecosystem  to pro-
mote economic  industrial,
trade and investments.

The success of the
project will also depend on
the strong political will of
the states and should not
be affected by the change
of governments in the re-
spective countries, the al-
location of sufficient and
timely resources to it, and
the hiring of credible, expe-
rienced, and resourceful
contractors who have the
ability, expertise, and re-
sources to adhere to the
project’s timelines in letter
and spirit. Importantly, the
success of the project
would largely depend on
the security and safety of
the entire region, the eradi-
cation of terrorism from all
countries, the destruction
of terrorist safe havens, es-
pecially in Afghanistan, and
the creation of a law and
order situation that ensures
the safe, secure, and effort-
less movement of goods

along the route and to its
destinations.

The security situation
in Afghanistan will be the
most difficult barrier for this
project. Contrary to the
Doha Agreement, Afghani-
stan is providing safe ha-
vens to over 6000 fully
armed and trained Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) ter-
rorists who are carrying out
terrorist attacks all along the
border, putting the lives and
properties of people living
in border areas in great dan-
ger and in constant state of
fear. They have also
martyred scores of civilians
and security personnel in
recent days, prompting the
Army Chief to warn Af-
ghanistan to eliminate
these terrorist groups
which have ransomed the
security and stability of the
entire region. These terror-
ist groups pose a significant
risk to all such projects trav-
eling through Afghanistan,
necessitating the Afghan
government’s efforts to rid
the country of the dangers
of terrorism and extremism.

The donor agencies’
commitment of huge funds
will also be contingent on
the security and safety and
establishment of law and
order in Afghanistan, in the
absence of which the do-
nor agencies will naturally
shy away from making any
commitment for provision
of funds, and one does not
need rocket science to un-
derstand that cash starved
Afghanistan and Pakistan
are unable to fund this ini-
tiative with their own
funds. With Afghanistan’s
security issues resolved,
the project makes a lot of
economic sense.  ---    The
writer is Former Press
Secretary to the Presi-
dent; Former Press Min-
ister to the Embassy of
Pakistan to France;
Former MD, SRBC
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RAWALPINDI: Commissioner Liaqat Ali Chattha briefs the caretaker CM
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi during the visit of Katarian Bridge in City.

PESHAWAR: Pakistani security officials and victims’ relatives attend the
funeral ceremony of two police personnel, who were killed when militants
opened fire at a checkpoint in the Regi Model Town neighborhood.

LAHORE: Passengers are suffering at Railway Station due to the delay of
trains to their timing , which needs the attention of concern authorities.

KARACHI: A large number of the candidates are busy in solving their paper
during the entry test for the Free I.T Course at Governor House .

GILGIT: Massive traffic jam after land sliding near
Shingus Paari at Juglot-Skardu Road (JSR).

BAHAWALPUR: Floodwater forced people to
travel in overloaded boats along with motorcycles
in Patan Mangwani Mouza.

HYDERABAD: People busy in filling water cane
from filter plant at Latifabad.

CM visits Nullah Lai to
inspect water situation

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi visited Nullah Lai at
Rawalpind i to monitor
water flow near Katarian
Bridge  and ins pected
surrounding localities and
issued necessary directions
to the administration in this
regard.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpind i Liaqat Ali
Chattha briefed the CM
about water situation in
Nullah Lai.

Caretaker CM
Mohsin Naqvi stated that
mo re rain has been
forecasted till July 23rd,
adding that all concerned
departments should remain
alert, said a handout issued
here.

He d irected that
dewatering pump s and
heavy machinery should
remain fully functional and
all relevant staff should
remain present on their

duties and evacuation of
peop le should be the
foremost priority in case of
any untoward situation.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpindi apprised the
CM that 205 mm rainfall
occurred in Rawalpindi on
Wednesday however water
from banks of Nullah Lai
did not spill over.  The
maximum level of water at
Katarian remained at 19
feet.

CM Mohsin Naq vi
while talking to the media
said  that  Rawalp indi
ad ministration d id  a
co mmend ab le wo rk
despite unusual downpour,
adding that he has paid a
visit to enc ourage  the
administration. The city
received 205 mm rainfall as
funds amounting to Rs.120
million are being spent on
the cleanliness of nullahs in
Rawalpindi, he added.

Mohsin Naqvi said
the go vernment  would

make an end eavour to
launch a project so that the
problem of Nullah Lai could
be resolved on permanent
basis. An operation against
e n c r o a c h m e n t s
surrounding nullahs is
underway, he remarked.

To a ques tion,  the
caretaker CM s aid  the
Punjab  go vernment is
taking measures to improve
treatment facilities in the
ho sp itals o f Punjab
including Rawalpind i.
Funds  for hospitals have
been allocated whereas
mo re funds to  o ther
ho sp ita ls  would be
provided within one week,
he added.He outlined that
all necessary resources are
being assured for other
projects of Rawalpindi.
Pro vinc ial Minis ter Dr.
Jamal Nasir, RPO, CPO
Rawalpind i,  Deputy
Commissioner and officials
co nc erned were also
present.

PPP-led govt giving
permanent solution to

city’s problems: Mayor
KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that the
government of Pakistan
People’s Party is giving a
permanent solution to the
city’s  long-standing
problems.

Ko rangi Causeway
used to get flooded during
rains, so it was decided to
construct a six-lane 2.30
km long overhead bridge
here at a cost of over Rs
4. 5 billion,  which will
so lve a long-s tanding
problem in Karachi, he
expressed these views on
Thursday while speaking
at the inaugural ceremony
of the construction of the
bridge on the Korangi
Causeway.

The Mayor Karachi
said that we thank PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zard ari for tha t he
encouraged us to work even
in difficult situations and
giving hope to the people.

The city will see a
marked change within the
next  four years as,  the
People’s Party is doing
work in every area of the
city and, by ending the
politics of criticism and
discrimination,  they are
only talking about progress
and development, he said.

Deputy Mayor

Karachi Salman Abdullah
Murad, Town Chairman of
the People’s Party and
other lead ers, Farazur
Rehman, Chairman of the
Korangi Ass ociation of
Trade and Industry and
other indus trialists were
also  p resent on the
occasion.

The Mayor Karachi
said that during the rains
in the past, the Korangi
causeway was not usable
for several days  due to
which esp ecially
industrialists, workers and
students had to face severe
problems.

It always happened
that the road was rebuilt
temporarily but we decided
that this  is not a
sustainable solution to the
problem and an overhead
bridge is the real solution
so we have started work on
it and will co mp lete it
within a year.

He said  tha t those
who say that the Pakistan
People’s Party does not
spend money on Karachi
should see that the Sindh
government has approved
fo ur  and a half billion
rupees for this project.
This is the answer to those
who ask how the People’s
Party mad e its  mayo r,
deputy mayor and

chairman in 13 towns in
Karachi, he said.

He said  tha t every
worker of people’s Party
is working for city and
people are seeing all this
due to which the people’s
trust is increasing on the
leadership of the People’s
Party. We want to work
together with other parties
in all 25 towns of Karachi,
because if this city runs,
then the whole country
runs , we all have  a
resp ons ib ility to s erve
Karachi and improve its
image, he said.

The Mayo r of
Karachi s aid  that  the
government is aware of the
hardships of the people
and wants to provide relief
to  them as soo n as
possible.

He s aid  that  the
sanitation s itua tion in
Ko rangi has  already
improved and efforts are
underway to improve it
further. We want to serve
the people and connect
hearts,  o ur one-p oint
agenda is to serve Karachi
as much as possible, he
said . He s aid that  the
development process in the
city is going on, work is
being done on the flyover
and underpass at Johar
Chowrangi.

ANP expressed concern
over recent wave of

terrorism in KP
PESHAWAR (APP ):
Awami National P arty
Provincial President Aimal
Wali Khan on Thursday
expressed concerns over
three c ons ecutive
terrorists’ attacks on police
and FC  in the Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa during the
last three days.

In a statement issued
here he said that the suicide
attack on FC vehicle in
Hayatabad, target killing of
two police officials in Regi
area o f P es hawar and
suicide attack on Tehsil
Compound in Bara district
were strongly condemnable
and matter of grave
concern.

He s aid  that  the
terrorists were targeting
po lice and  the general

public in Khyb er
Pakhtunkhwa with full
force while the business
co mmunity were also
receiving calls for ransom
due to which the residents
of the  provinc e were
feeling insecure.

He said tha t s trict
action should be taken
agains t those who were
calling the terroris ts
fighters and brought them
back under secret
agreement , ad ding that
exemplary p unishment
sho uld b e given to the
perpetrators of the recent
attacks. The ANP leader
expressed grief over the
losses of precious lives in
the terrorist attack and
symp athized  with the
bereaved families.

EIDHC project launched
to provide best treatment

to diabetic patients
RAWALPINDI (APP ):
Minister for Primary and
Seco ndary Healthc are,
Punjab Dr Jamal Nasir, on
Thursday launched the
Expand ed  Integrated
Diab etes -Hyp ertens ion
Care (EIDHC ) P ro ject
including foot care in 171
Rural Health Centers
(RHC s) located  in 20
districts of Punjab.

Ac co rding to  a
handout issued here, the
programme was  b eing
implemented by National
Communicable Diseases
Control Programme and
Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Department in
co llabo ration with
As soc iat ion fo r S ocial
Development (ASD).

Giving details of the
project, the minister told

that foot care and suitable
footwear intrusion would
help prevent fo ot
complications to happen
besides better management
of any severe fo ot
condition that happens in
diab etes patients . He
informed that 20 District
Headquarters Hospitals
would also be enabled for
secondary-level diabetes
fo ot c are under this
programme. The project
was being executed in
districts Rawalpindi,
Jhelum, Khushab, Sargodha,
Sheikupura, Nankana Sahib,
Jhang, Khanewal,
Muzaffargarh,  Layyah,
Okara, Attock,  Sialkot,
Gujranwala, Narowal,
Multan,  Bahawalnagar,
Bahawalpur, Chiniot and
Mandi Bahauddin.

Amir Mir lays
foundation stone of

Information Complex
RAWALPINDI (APP ):
Provincial Minister for
Information, Culture and
Local Government Amir
Mir said tha t the first
phase of the Information
Co mp lex would  b e be
co ns truc ted d uring the
current  financial year
which would be completed
at a cost of Rs 100 million.

He s aid  that  the
Complex would be the first
field office of the
Directorate General Public
Relations (DGPR) which
would have its own state-
of-the-art building.

He was addressing at
the foundation stone laying
ceremo ny of the
Information Complex here
Thursday.

Amir Mir said  that
mo dern fac ilities were
being provided to the field
offices of DGPR and it
wo uld help fur ther

strengthen the  bridge
between the people and the
government.

R a w a l p i n d i
Directorate is functioning
as a media liaison office in
the federal capital, Amir
Mir said.

He told  that  the
Complex wo uld have a
spacious press conference
hall which would also have
a social media studio, a
state-of-the-art newsroom
and an electronic media
monitoring system.

Provinc ial Minister
fo r Auqaf, Religious
Affairs and  Housing
Barrister Azfar Ali and
Provincial Education
Minister, Mansoor Qadir
were also present on the
oc casion. Earlier,  the
officers of DGPR gave a
detailed briefing to  the
Provincial Minister Amir
Mir about the Complex.

Working of Punjab
Police developed on

modern technology: IGP
LAHO RE (APP ):
Inspector General of Police
Punjab (IGP) Dr. Usman
Anwar has said that the
working of Punjab Police
has been developed on
modern technology through
software, applications and
other programs.

He expressed these
views while talking to the
under-training o fficers
participating in the 37t h

Mid-Career Management
Course who came on a
study visit to the Central
Po lic e Office,  here on
Thursday.

He said police service
centers across the province
have provided fast and
efficient service to the
citizens.

The IG Punjab said
that equal attention and
pro vision of additio nal
reso urces have been
ensured  fo r ant i-c rime

op erations as well as
investigations.

T ho us and s  o f
o ff ic ers  have b een
promoted according to
the  merit and seniority
to raise the morale of the
p o lic e f o rc e,  he
added.Dr. Usman Anwar
furt her s aid  that  the
health screening of the
fo r c e is  c o mp le te,
vaccination is ongoing,
bravery medals are being
launched for successful
completion of dangerous
operations.

The delegation from
National Ins titute of
Management Karachi was
info rmed ab out  the
working and professional
affairs of Punjab Police.

Dr. Us man Anwar
info rmed the  training
officers of the delegation
about service delivery and
recent anti-crime measures.

Baloch chairs meeting
to review reconstruction
progress of damaged houses
NAWABSHAH (APP ):
Co mmiss ioner S BA
Muhammad Abbas Baloch
chaired a meeting to
overview the progress of
reconstruction of houses
damaged due to previous
reins.

In his  address, the
commissioner said that the
Sind h Go vernment is
providing support for the
reconstruction of houses
damaged due to rains in
order to provide relief to
affected house owners.

He d irec ted
representatives of social
organizations SAFCO and
NS RP  to exp edite the
verification work of

ho us e owners
submitted  b y revenue
officials of all the districts
and the  d ata s hall be
submitted online in order
to provide support at the
earlies t .Co mmiss ioner
instructed all three deputy
commissioners to expedite
steps to be taken for the
survey of damaged houses
and to resolve issues of
online data submission.

Briefing the
Commissioner, District

Manager SAFCO Abdul
Samad Phulpoto informed
that verification of damaged
ho uses of Shaheed
Benazirab ad  and
Naushehro Feroze district
is in progress for online
submission.

He said that under the
scheme the owners’ of 2200
houses of District SBA and
3100 houses of N Feroze
have  b een p rovided  a
suppo rt  amount of Rs
75000 as first installment
thro ugh the ir bank
accounts. District Manager
NR SP  S anghar Junaid
Ahmed informed that a
target of 56000 damaged
houses is fixed for Sanghar
Distric t out  o f which
owners of

547 damaged houses
were paid  the sup po rt
amount while work is in
progress for payment of
support amount to other
affected persons.

He informed that Rs
75000 as first installment,
Rs one lac as second and
third installment and Rs
25000 would be paid as
fo ur th and final
installment.

Providing patients with
facilities at govt hospitals

top priority: Minister
LAHORE (APP): Punjab
Caretaker Health Minister
Dr. Javed Akram has said
that the patients who come
to  the  public sector
hospitals for treatment are
the first priority for the
government.

He was addressing the
inaugural ceremony of a
facilitat ion c entre,
established at Kot Khawaja
Saeed Teaching Hospital
(KKS H), here on
Thursd ay. He said that
various  government
ho sp itals  were b eing
visited on the instructions
of caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi.

He said  tha t every
patient who comes to the
government hospitals was
like a VIP [very important
person] for the hospital
administration.  He said
that the KKSH would make
it easier for patients to get
treatment witho ut
botheration.

He s aid  that  the
respo ns ibility of
motorcycle parking outside
the KKS H would be
handed over to the Lahore
Parking Company to
facilitate citizens. He said
that the laboratory of the
KKSH wo uld also be
revamped.

ECNEC approves
Rs 80bn Shangla

Expressway: Muqam
PESHAWAR (APP ):
As viser to the  P rime
Minister, Engr Amir
Muqam on Thursday said
that Shangla Expressway
was approved by ECNEC
that would usher a new era
of progress and prosperity
in the area after its
completion.

In a statement, the
adviser said that a high level
meeting of the ECNEC
with Finance Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar in
chair was held today in
which the  Malays ia
Commission and National
Highway Autho rity
pres ented  the Shangla
Expressway project.

After a
long discussion, Shangla
Express way was
approved. The cost of the

mega project is Rs80 billion
having 48th kilometer length
including 14 bridges and
five tunnels.

Bes ides p romoting
to ur ism, ec ono my and
industrialization,  the
project would serve as an
alternative route for CPEC.

Amir Muqam thanked
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehb az
Sharif, Federal Minister for
Planning and
Development ,  Ahs an
Iqbal, Finance  Minister
Ishaq Dar and his  team
besides chairman National
Highway Authority  for
taking special interest in
the project.

He said it was another
gift of Pakistan Muslim
League N for the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

KP CM inquires
after health of
injured cops

of terror attacks
PESHAWAR (APP ):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyb er Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Azam Khan
here on Thursday visited
Hayatab ad Med ical
Complex and inquired after
the health of the injured
police personnel of terror
attacks in Peshawar and
Khyber.

The chief minister
strongly condemned the
attack on Regi check post
and Bara blast.

Azam Khan was
sadd ened by the
martyrdo m o f po lice
pers onnel in these
heartbreaking incidents. He
said that the government
and all institutions were
taking steps  to prevent
such incidents.

He said that Jawans
of the security forces were
sacrificing their lives to
protect the innocent lives
and the nation was paying
homage to the sacrifices of
the martyrs.

Azam Khan directed
to provide the best medical
facilities to the injured.

He also  presented
flowers to each injured and
assured full support of the
government to them.

Feroze condemns
blast at Tehsil

compound Bara
PESHAWAR (Online):
Khyb er Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minis ter for
Information and Auqaf,
Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel has strongly
condemned the explosion
in Tehsil Compound Bara.

He s aid tha t no
religion allows  to  play
with the blood of innocent
peo ple.  The c aretaker
provincial minister
expressed his condolences
to the family members of
martyred police o fficer
Tayyab and said that the
bravery and sacrifice of
Tayyab will always be
remembered.

He said that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa police have
made immense sacrifices in
establishing peace in the
province.

The s ac rifices of
security forc es will be
written in golden words in
history.  Barrister Feroze
Jamal Shah Kakakhel said
that the policemen showed
great bravery and stopped
the attackers outside the
police station and killed
them.If the attac kers
entered the police station,
there would be a huge
damage.He said that the
investigation of the
incident and  the
identification of the two
dead suicide attackers is in
process and after getting
the investigation report,
strict ac tion will be
initiated against the anti-
state elements and will be
dealt with iron hands and
in any case.

KU Syndicate
by-election

2023
KARACHI (APP): The
by-election to the seat of
the  syndicate from the
constituency of Karachi
Univers ity’s  as soc iate
professors was held at the
audio visual centre of the
faculty  o f arts on
Thursday.

The  KU Registrar,
who was  also  the
Returning Officer of the
by-elections, Professor Dr
Imran Ahmed S iddiqui
shared that Dr Riaz Ahmed
from the department of
ap plied  c hemis try and
chemical techno logy
secured 37 votes and was
elected as a member KU
SyndicateMeanwhile, he
mentioned tha t Dr
Muhammad Naeem Khan
from the Department of
Phys ics  got 14 vo tes,
another c andidate Dr
Muhammad  Ali of the
po lit ical science
department had 18 votes
and Dr Afshan from
pharmacology managed to
get only one vote.
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LARKANA: A vendor arranging fresh dates to attract the customers at Miro
Khan Road.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Energy, Engr.
Khurram Dastgir Khan addressing a press
conference.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Petroleum Dr.
Musadik Malik addressing the press conference.

QUETTA: Pakistan Coal Association Chairman
Haji Ismail Domer addressing a press conference.

QUETTA: A laborer carries vehicles spare parts
on his handcart passing towards his destination to
earn his livelihood for support his family, at Double
road in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Saleem Mandviwalla, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue presiding over a meeting of the Committee
at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired the meeting of the Economic
Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet.

Speakers at Houston
conference call for boosting
US-Pakistan economic ties

WASHINGTON (APP):
Speakers at a ‘Conference
on Diplomacy for
Develop ment”, held in
Houston, Texas, called for
deepening the economic
relations hip b etween
Pakistan and the United
States in order to bring the
two countries even closer
together.

The Conference was
organized  by the
International Academy of
Letters USA, the Rupani
Foundation, and the Ismaili
Co uncil for the S outh
Western USA.

P a k i s t a n ’ s
Ambassador to the US,
Masood Khan, and the US
Principal Deputy
As sistant  S ecretary,
Bureau o f S outh and
Cent ral As ian Affairs,
Elizab eth Horst, jointly
chaired a session on the
“Role of Trade Diplomacy
in Pakistan-US relations”.

The session was
attended by thirty- five
prominent Pak-American
b u s i n e s s m e n ,
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,
professionals and  area
experts having successful

business ventures and who
are also inves ting in
different  projects in
Pakistan, according to a
pres s release of the
Pakistan embassy.

Dr. Tanvir Ahmed, a
businessman, underscored
the imp ortanc e of
investment in education
and health sector which he
said  was critical in
enhancing productivity of
the young population.

Dr. Azeem-ud-Din, a
ped iatric hemato logist-
onco logist in Hous ton,
highlighted his efforts in
promoting and projecting
Islamic art. He emphasized
the need for greater efforts
to introduce Pakistan, its
culture and its products to
the US audience.

Muhammad S aeed
Sheikh, President, Houston
Karachi Sis ter City
Association, underscored
the need fo r greater
exchanges, especially trade
delegations  b etween
Pakistan and the US for
building strong linkages
between the  business
communities of the two
countries.

Nas ruddin Rupani,
Chairman Rupani
Foundation and the Ibn-e-
Sina Foundation, called for
putting greater focus on
‘impact investment’ . He
briefed  the participant
about GB Invest initiative
which aims at promoting
investments in Gilgit
Baltistan, ab region most
suited fo r ‘impacy
investment.’

Ilyas  Baig, alsso a
businessman, appreciated
the es tab lishment of
Sp ec ial F ac ilitation
Investment Council which
he said was critical for
improving investment
climate.Mohsin Siddiqui,
Oil and Gas sector expert,
underscored the need for
ensuring rule of law and
provid ing nec es sary
support and facilitation to
businesses coming from the
United States.

Ms . Mehnaz Zaidi
highlighted the importance
of ensuring greater female
partic ipation in the
workforce and providing
them with mo re
opportunities to emerge as
successful entrepreneurs.

Word Bank, FBR reviews
progress on PRR Project
IS LAMABAD (INP ):
The Co untry Director
Wo rld Bank Najy
Benhass ine and  the
Chairman Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) As im
Ahmad held a meeting on
Thursd ay at  F BR
Headquarters to review the
progress of the Pakistan
Raises Revenue (PRR)
Program during the last
financial year.

The World Bank team
included the Operations
Manager Gailius Draugelis,
the Lead Count ry
Economist Tobias Haque,
the Senior Economist Lucy
Pan, the  Public  Sec tor
Specialist Irum Touqeer,
and the Manager Shabih Ali
Mohib.

Memb er Refo rms,
FBR, Ardesher Tariq and
members of the project
team were also present in
the meeting, said a press
release issued here.

It  was noted that
during the four years of the
projec t, significant
achievements have been
made for sustainab le
revenue mobilization,
taxpayer facilitation, and
reducing the cos t of doing
business under the PRRP.

In p articular,  the

harmonization of Sales Tax
laws and procedures among
provinces and the federal
go vernment was  a
landmark achievement with
benefits for taxpayers and
all revenue authorities.

Other key
ac hievements inc lude
reducing co st of doing
business by reduction in
withholding lines from 58
to 33, increase in imports
and exports through the
green channel from 35% to
66% and broadening of tax
base.During the meeting, it
was stressed that all efforts
should be made for
ac hieving the next
objective of launching of
Single Portal to facilitate
Sales Tax Return filing.

It may be noted that
FBR has been publishing
detailed tax expenditure
repo rts  to imp ro ve
transparency.

Both sides agreed to
continue the focus on the
up gradation o f IT
infrastructure and
automation of FBR and for
timely co mp let ion of
project  targets. As im
Ahmad highly appreciated
the contributions  and
efforts put in by the teams
on both sides.

Senate body on Finance meets

Finance Bill 2022-23 empowers
bureaucracy to formulate

zero taxation regime
Senate body briefed on 55 recommendations

for Financial Budget, 2023
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Senate Standing
Committee on Finance met
on Thursday under the
Chairmanship of Senator
Saleem Mandviwalla here
at the Parliament House.

The committee
received briefing on the
inclus ion o f Budget
recommendation o f the
Senate in the Budget 2023-
24.

It was briefed that the
Finance Division budget
wing received 55
reco mmendations  for
Financial Budget 2023
from the Senate

Committee, however, most
of recommendations were
related to Federal Board of
revenue.

The Ministry briefed
that reco mmend ations
related to Privatization of
loss making enterprises,
increased budget allocation
for health sector, funds  for
rehabilitation o f flood
victims, availability of food
items at subs idized rates,
rise in TV Fee from 35 to
50 RPs  and mechanism for
subsidies on fertilizers ,
solar energy production
and daily food items were
fully adopted, however the

Ministry partially adopted
recommendations such as
grant of  tax holidays to
export indus try, laptops
schemes etc, explaining
that go vernment is
provid ing all nec essary
support to IT sector and
export oriented industries.

While vetting upon
the reco mmend ations
adopted by the Revenue
Division it was observed
by the co mmittee that
many o f the
recommendations were
agreed upon except those
which were intervened by
the IMF.

Dar reviews progress
on outsourcing of

airports’ operations
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal Minister for
Financ e and  Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar chaired a meeting of
the Steering Committee to
review the pro gress  of
work related to outsourcing
of airports’ operations, at
Finance Division, today.

Federal Minister for
Aviation and  Railways
Khawaja Saad Rafique,
Minister for Commerce
Syed  Naveed  Qamar,
Minister for Law & Justice
Azam Nazir Tarar, SAPM
on F inanc e Mr.  Tariq
Bajwa, Secretary Aviation,

CEO Pub lic  Priva te
Partnership Authority, DG
Pakistan CAA, IFC team
and other government
officials attended  the
meeting.

IF C,  transac tion
ad viso r app ris ed  the
meeting of the progress on
the working. The meeting
unanimously decided and
allowed Minis try of
Aviation to proceed further
fo r tendering of the
outsourcing of the firs t
airp ort  i.e.  Is lamab ad
Airport in order to improve
service delivery in line with
the best industry practices.

Energy sector reforms
need of hour: Kiyani

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Coordinator to the Prime
Minister on Energy
Ec onomy Bilal Azhar
Kayani Thursday said that
PML-N-led c oalition
government over the last
year had launched several
imp ortant d evelopment
initiat ives in diverse
sectors  inc lud ing the
energy sector for the well-
being of the people and
stressed comprehensive
power reforms.

The government had
given clear directions to all
po wer d is tribution
co mp anies to ensure
ac curate b illing and to
avo id overcharging the
consumers, he said while
talking to a Private News
channel.

The government had
devised  a p lan and

s u b m i t t e d
reco mmendations  for
refo rms  in p ower
distribution companies to
control the Theft of energy,
he added.

“The government is
focusing to bring reforms
along with deregulation of
the energy sector in a bid
to put the country on a
sustainable path leading
to wards  economic
sovereignty,” he added.

He further mentioned
that during the previous
PML-N government,
efforts were made for the
production of cheap hydel
electricity, which were
long-term meas ures to
generate affordable power
in the co untry b ut
unfo rtunately,  tho se
projects were delayed by
the last government.

FTO launches helpline
to address taxpayer

grievances countrywide
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Tax Ombudsman
(FTO) Dr Asif Mahmood
Jah on Thursday launched
a helpline to guide, facilitate
and address the genuine
grievances of the aggrieved
taxpayers without loss of
time esp ecially the
bus iness community on
top  priority across the
country.Addressing the
orientation and awareness
session of the bus iness
community Coordinator to
FT O Meher Kashif
Yo unis  and Chairman
Kyrgyzstan Trade House,
said “The FTO has been
endeavoring for redressing
grievances of the aggrieved
tax-payers in the wake of
maladministration of the
tax functionaries of
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR).”“The helpline will
fully ensure uninterrupted
speedy and free-of-cos t

relief to  the aggrieved
taxpayers, In this regard,
the FTO has launched a
public awareness campaign
to reach out the existing
and prospective taxpayers
fo r build ing the ir
confidence to fulfill their
na tional o bligation by
paying due taxes timely in
national exchequer.” He
said, “The FTO secretariat
has developed and launched
CMIS s oftware fo r the
convenience of taxpayers.
Communication with the
complainants through short
code SMS service has also
been initiated.” He said,
“ P a k i s t a n
T e le c o m mu n ic a t i o n
Authority (P TA) has
approved the mobile short
cod e 9386 and also
developed a monitoring
dashbo ard  aided with
graphical representations
of data for the FTO.

SAARC chamber urges
Afghan Taliban to fulfill
commitment for peace

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
Thursday urged the Afghan
Taliban to fulf ill the ir
commitment made in Doha,
with the goal of promoting
peac e in the region,
sp ec ifically b etween
Pakistan and Afghanistan,
and preventing the use of
Afghan s oil aga inst
Pakistan.

Talking to a delegation
of traders led by Mian Faiz
Bukhsh Arain, SAARC
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry former President
Iftikhar Ali Malik said that
the Doha agreement, signed
between the United States
and the Taliban in February
2020, o utlined various
commitments from both

sides, said a news release
issued here.One key aspect
of the agreement was the
Taliban’s assurance that
they would not allow
Afghan territory to be used
by any group or individual
to threaten the security of
other countries, including
Pakistan, he added.

By urging the Taliban
to honor this commitment,
octogenarian trade leader of
South Asia  is emphasizing
the significance of stability
and cooperation between
Muslim nations.

By preventing Afghan
soil from being utilized for
activities that could harm
Pakistan, he believes that
both countries can work
towards maintaining peace
in the region.

Gold rates
decrease
Rs 5,300

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by Rs
5,300 and was sold at Rs
221, 100 on Thursd ay
agains t  its sale at Rs
226,400 the previous day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat go ld also
decreased by Rs4,544 to
Rs  189,558 fro m Rs
194,102 whereas the price
of 10 grams 22 karat gold
went down to Rs 173,761
from Rs 177,926, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver and 10-gram silver
remained unchanged to
close at Rs 2900 and Rs
2485.28 respectively.

The price of gold in
the international market
increased by $05 to $1,978
from $1973,  the
Association reported.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Three
ships namely, Maersk
Pelepas , Gas chem
Warnow and Gas Zeus ,
carrying Co ntainer,
Chemicals  and LP G,
berthed  at Qas im
International Container
Terminal, Engro Vopak
Terminal and Sui Southern
Gas Terminal respectively
on Wednesday. Meanwhile
three more ships, CMA
CGM Ivanhoe, IVS
Okudogo and San Antonio
also arrived at outer
anc horage of the P ort
Qasim during last 24 hours.
A total of 09 ships  were
engaged at PQA berths
during the last 24 hours, out
of them five ships, Maersk
Kinloss, Maersk Pelepas,
MSC Greenwich, Gaschem
Warnow and Milaha Pelepas
sailed o ut to sea on
Thursday morning , while
another ship, ‘Bum Shin’ is
expected to sail on same
day. Cargo throughput of
125,596 tonnes, comprising
61,846 tones imports Cargo
and 63,750 tonnes export
cargo, including
containerized cargo carried
in 4,527 Containers (777
TEUs Imports.

PSX gains
303.20 points

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
The 100-ind ex of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) on Thursday gained
303.20 points, a positive
change of 0.67 percent,
closing at 45,398.31 points
agains t 45,095.11 points
the previous trading day.

A total of
464,226,100 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 245,453,654
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs 10.104 billion
against Rs 9.402 billion on
the last trading day.

As  many as  344
companies transacted their
shares in the stock market;
227 of them recorded gains
and 90 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
27 companies remained
unchanged.

The three top-trading
co mp anies were
WorkdCall Telecom with
185,190,828 shares at Rs
1.43 per share; Bank of
Punjab with 19,500,000
shares at Rs.4.20 per share
and K-Electric with
15,889,256 shares at
Rs.2.01 per share.Sapphire
Fiber witnessed a maximum
increase of Rs 61.00 per
share price, closing at Rs
1295.00,  whereas  the
runner-up was Al-Abbas
Sugar with an Rs 29.00 rise
in its per share price to Rs
150. 00. Colgate Palm
witnes sed a maximum
decrease of Rs 112.38 per
share closing at Rs
1386.05.

KP Petroleum
dealers warns
to shut down
petrol pumps

on July 22
PESHAWAR (APP ):
Pakhtunkhwa Petroleum
Dealers and  Carriage
Association on Thursday
warned  to s hut do wn
petrol pumps across the
co untry,  esp ecially in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, on
July 22.

In a statement issued
here, the association said
that if their demands were
no t fulfilled then they
would go to any extent
includ ing s trike  and
protest.They demanded
that their margin should be
increased in proportion to
the cur rent inf lat ion,
ad ding tha t des pite an
increase in the interest rate
their margin rate at the
petrol pump kept frozen.

They warned that as
per the decision of the
cent ral lead ership,  the
petrol pump s would
remain clos ed fo r an
indefinite period.

Huawei to roll
out 5.5G network

equipment next yearTelenor Pakistan
reports 10% revenue
growth in Q2 2023

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Telenor Pakistan achieved
significant success in the
second quarter (Q2) of
2023, posting a remarkable
10 p er cent growth in
revenue, reaching the
impressive Rs. 29.4 billion
mark compared to Rs. 26.7
billion in the same period
last year.

Telenor in a news
release here on Thursday
said that its service revenue
increased by 4 percent,
primarily due to improved
data monetization.

Revenues witnessed a

negative impact due to
decreased s ubscrip tion
base during the quarter
compared to last year.

Earnings  befo re
interes t,  taxes,
depreciation,  and
amortization (EBITDA)
improved by 8 percent due
to higher service revenues
and revenues from
inco ming international
interconnect traffic.

Telenor’s wholesale
and other mobile revenues
reached Rs. 6.16 billion
during Q2 2023, up from
Rs. 4.22 billion .

BEIJING (APP): Huawei
Techno logies Co will
launch a complete set of
commercial 5.5G network
equipment next year, as
part of a broader push to
speed up the evolution of
5G and kick off the 5.5G
era for the information and
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
technology industry.

“T he  p lan c omes
amid rapid progress in 5G
deployment over the past
four years that is already
yielding significant
financial ga ins, exp erts
said, adding that the fast-
approaching 5.5G will be a
key milesto ne  in 5G
evolution,” China Daily
reported.

Huawei proposed the
concept of a “5.5G Era” to
protect telecom operators’
investment in 5G  and
improve netwo rk
performance by 10 times.

“The 5.5G era will
feature 10-gigabit p eak
do wnlink sp eeds  and
gigabit peak uplink speeds
to  meet inc reasingly
divers e s ervice
requirements. It will also
use new technologies like
passive Internet of Things
to unlock a market of 100
billion IoT connections.”

“With a c learly
defined standardization
schedule, the 5.5G Era is
already p oised  for
technological.
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Russia bombards Ukraine

ports, threatens ships,
jolting world grain markets

Iraq expels Sweden envoy after
another act of Holy Quran’s

desecration in Stockholm

China’s Xi Jinping
meets with Henry

Kissinger in Beijing

More than 40 nations
interested in joining

BRICS - South Africa

China, Russia
begin joint drills
in Sea of Japan,

Chinese state
media report
Monitoring Desk

BEIJING: China and Rus-
sia have begun their joint
naval and air drills in the Sea
of Japan,  Chinese state
media CCTV reported on
Thursday.

The two sides  will
mainly focus on sea and
air escorts, deterrence and
repulsion, anchorage de-
fence and other courses to
carry out drills, CCTV re-
ported.

“The joint exercises
will test the ability of the
Chines e and Rus s ian
armies to integrate joint
operations in distant wa-
ters,” it added.

Japanese, US, & S. Korean
officials condemn the North’s

weapons plans but urge dialogue Ten dead, some trapped
in landslide in India

after heavy rain

Modi says India ‘shamed’
after video shows mob
parading women naked

Iran warns
against unloading
Iranian oil from

seized tanker
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: Iran would retali-
ate against any oil company
unloading Iranian oil from a
seized tanker, the Revolu-
tionary Guards’ navy com-
mander Alireza Tangsiri
said on Thursday, accord-
ing to state media.

In April, the U.S. con-
fiscated Iranian oil on a
tanker at sea in a sanctions
enforcement operation, ac-
cording to a maritime secu-
rity firm.

Tangs iri added that
Tehran would hold Wash-
ington responsible for al-
lowing the unloading of the
tanker’s content.

Sources familiar with
the matter, who declined to
be identified due to the sen-
sitivity of the issue, had
said Washington took con-
trol of the oil cargo aboard
the Marshall Islands tanker
Suez Rajan after securing an
earlier court order.

One dead,
48 injured in
unexplained

Johannesburg
blast

Monitoring Desk
JOHANNESBURG: A
body was found in central
Johannesburg early on
Thursday after an unex-
plained blast ripp ed
through a busy street at
rush hour the previous
evening, the emergency ser-
vices said.

The explosion blew a
hole in the road and gouged
out cracks, skittling pedes-
trians and cars. “(In the)
early hours of this morning,
we managed to recover a
body of a male person on
site where the explosion oc-
curred,” Emergency Man-
agement Services spokes-
man Robert Mulaudzi said.
Panyaza Lesufi, the premier
of Johannesburg’s Gauteng
province, told a media brief-
ing that 48 people were in-
jured. Witnesses reported
chemical odours and escap-
ing vapours after the pow-
erful blast, which over-
turned vehicles, including
minibus taxis.

700 get prison
terms over

riots in France
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: More than 700
people have been sentenced
to  prison over riots in
France late last month, the
country’s justice minister
said on Wednesday, lauding
the “firm” response of mag-
istrates.

In total, 1,278 ver-
dicts have been handed
down, with over 95 per cent
of defendants convicted on
a range of charges from van-
dalism to attacking police
officers. S ix hundred
people have already been
jailed.  “It was extremely
important to have a re-
sponse that was firm and
systematic.”

US bans 14 Iraqi banks
in crackdown on Iran

dollar trade -WSJ

Millions hit by
extreme heat on
three continents

Monitoring Desk
AT HENS : Millions  of
people across three conti-
nents suffered a sustained
spell of heat on Wednesday
as fires raged, health wor-
ries mounted and tempera-
ture records tumbled.

Experts  pointed the
finger at climate change
driven by the burning of
fossil fuels, saying global
warming had a key role in
destructive weather.

Governments issued
safety warnings, including in
Greece which was among the
nations battling wildfires. The
heat waves across Europe and
the globe are “not one single
phenomenon but several act-
ing at the same time”, said
Robert Vautard, director of
France’s Pierre-Simon
Laplace climate institute.

US Senate considers
sweeping defense bill, heads
for showdown with House

Thailand to hold vote
on PM next week as

Pita’s hopes fade

Monitoring Desk
HONG KONG: Chinese
President Xi Jinping met
with veteran U.S. diplomat
Henry Kissinger in Beijing
on Thursday, calling him an
“old friend,” Chinese state
media reported.

Xi said the visit by
Kissinger, who has been to
China more than 100 times
and recently turned 100,
had special significance be-
cause of the two “hun-
dreds.” Kissinger, who was
Richard Nixon’s national
security adviser, made a
secret trip to China to 1971
that laid the groundwork for
a historic trip by the presi-
dent the following year and
the formalization of rela-
tions between the United
States and China in 1979.

“It not only changed the
Monitoring Desk

BAGHDAD: Iraq on
Thursday expelled
Sweden’s ambassador after
a man stomped on a copy
of the Holy Quran at a
Stockholm demonstration
just hours after the Swed-
ish embassy in Baghdad
was to rched over the
planned protest.

Sweden-based Iraqi
refugee Salwan Momika,
37, stomped and kicked the
Holy Quran but left the
protest without burning it,
just weeks after he set fire
to pages of the holy book

outside Stockholm’s main
mosque. Sweden and other
European countries have
previously seen protests
where far-right and other
activists, citing free speech
protections, damage or de-
stroy religious symbols or
books, commonly sparking
protests and heightening
diplomatic tensions.

Around the time of
Thursday’s protest in
Stockholm, Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohamed Shia al-
Sud ani “ins truc ted the
Swedish ambassador in
Baghdad to leave Iraqi ter-

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India’s
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday
that the country has been
“shamed” by a video show-
ing a mob parading two
women naked in a north-
eastern state where ethnic
violence has claimed at least
120 lives.

Speaking publically
about the Manipur clashes
for the first time since they
erupted in May, Modi said
his “heart is filled with pain
and anger”.

“The Manipur inci-
dent is shameful for any
civilised society,” Modi
to ld reporters. “ It has

shamed the whole nation.”
The vid eo c lip

showed two women walk-
ing naked along a street and
being jeered and harassed
by a mob in the state, where
the authorities  have im-
posed an internet shut-
down. It was reportedly
filmed in early May but
went viral on social media
on Wednesday.

T he  violenc e in
Manipur, prompted by a
disp ute over acces s to
government jobs and other
perks, has seen homes and
churches to rched, with
tens  o f tho usand s  o f
people fleeing to govern-
ment-run camps.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Resc ue
workers in India battled dif-
ficult terrain and bad
weather on Thursday as
they searched for survivors
of a landslide that killed at
least 10 people in a moun-
tain village after incessant
rain soaked the slopes, of-
ficials said.

A wave of extreme
heat, wildfires, torrential
rain and flooding has
wreaked havoc around the
world in recent days, rais-
ing new fears  about the
pace of climate change.

The land gave way in
the middle of the night in
the remote hamlet of

Irshalwadi, in the western
state of Maharashtra, about
60 km (37 miles) from
Mumbai, officials said.

Ten bodies had been
recovered and more than 80
people had been rescued,
but it was estimated that at
least 225 people lived in
the hamlet , the s tate’s
dep uty chief minister,
Devendra Fadnavis, told
the state assembly. Initial
repo rts said about  100
people were feared trapped
under the debris and rescue
workers were struggling in
heavy rain and fog to find
survivors nearly 12 hours
after the disaster, a Reuters
witness and media reported.

Monitoring Desk
WAS HINGT ON: T he
United States has barred
14 Iraqi banks from con-
ducting do llar transac-
tions ,  the Wall S treet
Jo urnal re p o rted  o n
Wednesday, citing U.S.
officials.

The ban, which was
imposed by the Treasury
Department and the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New
York, is part of a crack-
down on the siphoning of
U.S. currency to Iran, the
report said.

The United  S tates
unco vered  info rmation

that the Iraqi banks en-
gaged in money launder-
ing and fraudulent trans-
actions , some of which
may have involved sanc-
tioned individuals and
raised concerns that Iran
could benefit, the news-
paper said.

“We have strong rea-
so n to  susp ec t tha t at
least some of these laun-
dered funds could end up
go ing to b enefit either
designated individuals or
individuals who could be
designated,” a senior U.S.
offic ial was q uoted as
saying by the Journal.

Monitoring Desk
MYKOLAIV: Russ ia
jolted world grain markets
with an escalation in the
Black Sea, mounting a third
straight night of air strikes
on Ukrainian ports and is-
suing a threat agains t
Ukraine-bound vessels to
which Kyiv responded in
kind.

At least 27 civilians
were reported hurt in the
air strikes on the ports ,
which set buildings ablaze
and damaged China’s con-
sulate in Odesa.

The United States said
Russia’s warning to ships
indicated Moscow might
attack vessels at sea follow-
ing Moscow’s withdrawal
this  week from a U.N.-

brokered deal to let Ukraine
export grain. The signals
that Russia was willing to
use force to reimpose its
blockade of one of the
world’s biggest food ex-
porters set global prices
soaring.

Moscow says it will
not participate in the year-
old grain deal without bet-
ter terms for its own food
and fertiliser sales . The
United  Nations says
Russia’s decision threatens
foo d security for the
world’s poorest people.
Kyiv is hoping to resume
exports without Russia’s
participation. But no ships
have sailed from its ports
since Moscow pulled out
of the deal on Monday.

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: Leaders
of the U.S. Senate said on
Wednesday they expected
a sweeping defense policy
bill to pass the chamber
with strong bipartisan sup-
port, which could mean a
clash with a largely party-
line bill approved by the
House of Representatives.

Democratic Senate
Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and Republican
leader Mitch McConnell
told weekly news confer-
ences they expected mem-
bers from both parties to
back the Senate version of
the must-pass National De-
fense Authorization Act, or
NDAA. The NDAA is one
of the few major bills Con-
gress passes every year,
governing everything from
pay raises for the troops to
purchases of ships and air-
craft. The fiscal 2024 bill
authorizes a record $886 bil-
lion in spending.

The House passed its
NDAA on Friday by a nar-
row 219-210, after Repub-
licans added culturally con-
servative amendments ad-

dressing hot-button social
issues. The vote was al-
most entirely along party
lines, a departure from typi-
cal bipartisan support for a
bill that has passed every
year since 1961.

For example, the Re-
publican-controlled House
approved an amendment
that would reverse a Penta-
gon policy of reimbursing
expenses for service mem-
bers who travel to obtain
an abortion. That would not
win the approval of the
Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate, where a majority of law-
makers, including some Re-
publicans, support abortion
rights.  “In the  House,
there’s all kinds of partisan
divisions. There’s no votes
by Democrats and Repub-
licans,” Schumer said. “...
Compare that to the Sen-
ate, where bipartisanship is
working well and smoothly.
The contrast is glaring, and
we hope, hope, hope, hope
that the House takes a les-
son from the Senate and
works in a productive way
so we can pass these im-
portant bills.”

Monitoring Desk
BANGKOK: Thailand’s
parliament will hold another
vote for a prime minister next
week which cannot include
the leader of election winners
Move Forward, a deputy
speaker said on Thursday,
after rivals derailed his bid by
blocking his re-nomination.
Parliament’s move to deny
Pita Limjaroenrat after a mara-
thon debate on his eligibility
on Wednesday sparked pro-
tests, as a post-election crisis
deepens two months after his
party’s surprise election tri-
umph over military-backed ri-
vals. “A candidate can only
be nominated once in each
parliamentary session,”
Deputy House Speaker
Pichet Chuamuangphan told
Reuters on Thursday.

Pita, 42, had faced re-
sistance from conservative,
royalist rivals determined to
stop Move Forward from
forming a government and
pursuing its anti-establish-
ment policy agenda. He was
dealt a double blow on
Wednesday when parlia-
ment denied him a second
attempt at the premiership
and the Constitutional

Court suspended him as
lawmaker after accepting a
case alleging he held shares
in a media company in vio-
lation of election laws. He
insists no rules were broken.
Those moves were the lat-
est twist in Thailand’s long
running battle between pro-
democracy forces that win
elections and a powerful
nexus of influential conser-
vatives, royalists and gen-
erals determined to stop
them.

Pita was ultimately
thwarted in the bicameral
parliament by a 250-mem-
ber Senate that was ap-
pointed by the military.

“Why should  we
bother to vote when the
Senate is there to obstruct
everything? Are 14 million
votes meaningless com-
pared to just 250 people?”
Wilansini Sakaew, 21, said
at a protest late on Wednes-
day. Thailand’s baht ap-
preciated by as much as
1.7% against the dollar on
Thursday - an over two-
month high - as investor
sentiment improved on ex-
pectation that the deadlock
on the premiership might
soon end.

Monitoring Desk
JOHANNESBURG: More
than 40 countries have ex-
pressed interested in join-
ing the BRICS group of na-
tions, South Africa’s top
diplomat in charge of rela-
tions with the bloc said on
Thursday.

Anil Sooklal and offi-
cials from the department
of foreign affairs were ad-
dressing journalists in the
main commercial city of
Johannesburg, a day after
South Africa confirmed
Russia’s Vladamir Putin
wo uld not attend the
BRICS summit due to take
place on Aug. 22-24.

The question of how
far and fast to expand the
club - centred around Brazil,
Russia, India, China and
South Africa - is top of the
agenda at the summit of na-
tions seeking to offset to the
perceived hegenomy of the
U.S.-led West in global af-
fairs. Aside from the 22 coun-

tries that had formally asked
to join, Sooklal said there was
“an equal number of coun-
tries that have informally ex-
pressed interest in becoming
BRICS members ... (includ-
ing) all the major global south
countries”. South African of-
ficials want BRICS to be-
come a champion of the de-
veloping world, and Argen-
tina, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Cuba,
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Comoros, Gabon,
and Kazakhstan have all ex-
pressed interest.

So uth Africa had
faced a dilemma in hosting
the summit. As a member
of the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC), which is-
sued a warrant against
Putin in March, it would
be obliged to arrest the
Russian president if he at-
tended for alleged war
crimes by Russia during
its  invasion of Ukraine,
charges Putin denies.

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Senior officials
from Japan, the U.S. and
South Korea condemned
North Korea over its recent
ICBM-class ballistic mis-
sile launches and vowed to
step up their trilateral co-
operation to strengthen de-
terrenc e and sanctions
against the North, while
stressing the need for dia-
logue with Pyongyang.

Their meeting Thurs-
day in the central Japanese
city of Karuizawa comes
days after North Korea’s
solid-fuel ICBM launch last
week, which landed in the
water off the western coast
of Japan’s northern main
island of Hokkaido and one
day after the launch of two
missiles on Wednesday.

The U.S. special rep-
resentative for North Ko-
rea, Sung Kim, also said that
the  United States was
“working hard” to gather
information ab out an

American soldier who fled
to the North earlier this
month. The U.S. was seek-
ing to ensure his safety and
return him home, Kim said.

Private 2nd C lass
Travis King, 23, had been
held in South Korea on as-
sault charges and was re-
leased on July 10 after serv-
ing his time. He was taken
to the airport Monday but
did not board his flight
home. Instead, he joined a
tourist trip to the border
and bolted to the North
Korean side. Kim said he
and his Japanese counter-
part, Takehiro Funakoshi,
director general of the
Asian and Oceanian Affairs
Bureau at the Foreign Min-
istry, and South Korea’s
Kim Gunn, Special Repre-
sentative for Korean Pen-
insula Peace and Security
Affairs, were to also dis-
cuss their leaders’ summit
planned for next month in
the United States.

North Korea threatens
nuclear retaliation over U.S.
displays of military force

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: North Korea said
on Thursday that the de-
ployment of U.S. weapons
like aircraft carriers, bomb-
ers, or missile submarines
in South Korea could meet
the conditions for its use of
nuclear weapons, state me-
dia KCNA reported, citing
a s tatement  by the
country’s defense minister
Kang Sun Nam.

The comments raise
the stakes as each side
steps up displays of mili-
tary force in a standoff over
the  iso lated co untry’s
nuclear weapons and ballis-
tic missile programmes.

The defense minister’s
statement also accused the
United States and South
Korea of escalating tensions
in the region while criticiz-
ing the first meeting by their
nuclear consultative group.

“The ever-increasing
visibility of the deployment
of the strategic nuclear sub-
marine and other strategic
assets may fall under the
conditions of the use of
nuclear weapons specified
in the DPRK law,” the
statement said.

DPRK is short for the
North’s official name, the
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea.

The remark is aimed at
the Ohio-c las s U. S.
nuclear-powered subma-
rine which arrived at a port
in the southern city  of
Busan earlier this week.

“The phase of a mili-
tary clash on the Korean
peninsula has surfaced as a
dangerous  reality,” the
KCNA report added.

The report comes af-
ter a U.S. soldier crossed the
border into North Korea on
Tuesday at a time of height-
ened tension between the
two Koreas and the United
States.

North Korea has yet
to comment on the incident
involving the U.S. soldier.

Last year, the reclusive
state codified a new, expan-
sive nuclear law declaring its
status as a nuclear-armed
state “irreversible.”

“The utmost signifi-
cance of legislating nuclear
weapons policy is to draw
an irretrievable line so that
there can be no bargaining
over our nuclear weapons.”

ritory”, according to a state-
ment by his office.

It said the decision
was “p romp ted by the
Swedish government’s re-
peated permission for the
burning of the [Holy]
Quran,  insulting Islamic
sanctities and the burning
of the Iraqi flag”.

Overnight protesters
had breached and set fires
within the compound of the
Swedish emb assy in
Baghdad and clashed with
riot police, prompting an
emergency meeting with the
prime minister.

two countries, but also
changed the world,” Xi said,
according to the state-run
broadcaster CCTV. Xi said the
Chinese people value their
country’s friendship with
Kissinger and the U.S. “We
will never forget our old friend
and your historic contribution
to promoting the develop-
ment of Sino-U.S. relations
and enhancing the friendship
between the Chinese and
American peoples,” he said.

Kissinger said it was a
“great honor” to visit China
again, noting that his meet-
ing with Xi at the Diaoyutai
State Guesthouse, where
many important diplomatic
events are held, was the
same place where he met in
1971 with Zhou Enlai, the
Chinese premier at the time.

“The relationship be-

tween the two countries is
related to world peace and
the progress of human so-
ciety,” Kissinger said, ac-
cording to CCTV.

The U.S. and China,
now the world’s two largest
economies, have recently ex-
perienced some of their
worst relations since diplo-
matic ties were established
amid disputes over trade,
human rights and the status
of Taiwan, a self-governing
island that Beijing claims as
its territory. State Depart-
ment spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller said this week
that the Biden administra-
tion was aware of
Kissinger’s visit to China
but that he was acting “un-
der his own volition, not
acting on behalf of the
United States government.”

Police officers inspect damaged cars and the road after a suspected gas explo-
sion injured people and caused significant damage, in the central business
district of Johannesburg, South Africa.

Protesters clash with security forces members as they gather near the Swed-
ish embassy in Baghdad hours after the embassy was stormed and set on fire
ahead of an expected Holy Quran burning in Stockholm, in Baghdad.

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Henry Kissinger, former U.S. secretary of
state, attend a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, China.

Emergency services personnel work at the site of a building that was dam-
aged by a Russian missile strike, amid Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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KARACHI: Federal Minister for Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif in a group
photo with Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi and
ship crew during induction ceremony of two newly constructed PNS Shahjahan
& Tippu Sultan held at Karachi.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Secretary Abdul Aziz Uqaili presides over the meeting to review outstanding dues of QESCO.

QUETTA: MPAs Qadir Ali Nail and Mubeen Khilji
meeting with Chief Executive Officer QESCO Engi-
neer Abdul Kareem Jamali at QESCO Headquarter.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Law and Par-
liamentary Affairs, Science and Information Tech-
nology Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi addressing at cer-
emony regarding World Population Day.

QUETTA: Members of Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAP) are holding protest demonstration
against unrest law and order situation in city, out-
side Balochistan Assembly building.

QUETTA: Members of Balochistan Labour Federation are holding protest
demonstration against IMF Policies and massive unemployment, increasing
price of daily use products and inflation price hiking.

Nawab Raisani inaugurates
10-bedded ICU in Ghous
Bakhsh Raisani Hospital
 Independent Report

QUETTA: The Member
Provincial Assembly and
former Chief Minister,

about the overall function-
ing and progress of the hos-
pital.

It was informed that a

Chief of Sarawan, Nawab
Muhammad Aslam Khan
Raisani visited the Nawab
Ghous  Bakhsh Raisani
Memorial Ho spital
Mastung on Thursday.

During the visit,
Nawab Aslam Raisani inau-
gurated the newly built 10-
bedded ICU/CCU in the
Hospital.

The Chief Executive
Officer of Hospital, Dr.
Saeed Ahmed Mirwani
briefed Nawab Raisani and
med ia representatives

master plan has been pre-
pared for making the Hos-
pital at international level.
The plan included extension
of the hospital from exist-
ing 50-bedded to 200 beds,
es tablishment of new
trauma center, operation
theater and modern eye the-
ater. Moreover, the hospi-
tal would also be equipped
with modern facilities, it
was informed further add-
ing that the work on expan-
sion of the hospital would
be started soon.

QUETTA: Members of Sunni Ulema Council are
holding a rally in connection of first Muharram-
ul-Haram the day of Martyrdom of 2nd Muslim
Caliph Hazrat Umar Farooq (R.A).

“GoB’s initiatives aimed at improving
quality of life & moving on to end

backwardness of Balochistan”
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan under
leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Mir Ab dul Qudd us
Bizenjo has taken series of
initiatives with the aim to
getting better the quality of
life of people and moving
on to end the longstanding
backwardness from the
province.

The Chief Minister
has given the impression
from his every act that the
provincial government has
come into being because of
the power of public, and
that he is answerable to
them for his every action
and deed.

This was mentioned in
an official hand out issued
here on Wednesday night.

According to the hand
out, list of the important
initiatives taken in the pub-
lic interest by the provin-
cial government under lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Mir Ab dul Qudd us

Bizenjo is quite long.
The Chief Minister

has always given the im-
pression of public Chief
Minister from his actions,
and his positive gesture is
also being acclaimed. Not
only this, the steps being
taken by the Chief Minis-
ter are also getting much
appreciation.

In the official hand out,
certain important initiatives
taken by provincial govern-
ment under leadership of
Chief Minis ter Bizenjo
have been referred.

These are included: re-
lease of grant in aid of Rs.
2.5 billion for universities
of the province, conducting
of free and fair local gov-
ernment elections, timely
relief and rehabilitation of
the flood affectees of the
province, digital population
and  housing census  in
peaceful manner, holding of
National Games after 19
years and PSL’s exhibitory
match for the first time, resi-

dential colony for journal-
ists and establishment of
Hawkers Welfare Fund,
residential colony for fish-
ermen, giving status  of
labour to the fishermen, sta-
tus of special district to
Gwadar, practical steps for
payment of arrears against
PPL, payment of Rs. 2.5
billion to the province from
Saindak Metal Limited, set-
ting up of Endowment Fund
for youth skill develop-
ment, grant-in-aid for the
bar councils and bar asso-
ciations, establishment of
border trade, making per-
manent to the internee
teachers, nomination of the
vice chancellors of the pub-
lic sector universities on
recommendation of search
committee under the ad-
ministration of provincial
Higher Education depart-
ment, appointment of gov-
ernment teachers in their
res pective districts,
operationalization of the
non-effective schools.

Security forces patrolling continues:

Two private check posts
removed on national

highway in Wadh
Independent Report

QUETTA: The efforts are
being made by the district
administration and law en-
forcement agencies to nor-
malize the otherwise tense
situation in Wadh area of
Khuzdar.

In this regard, the pa-
trolling of security forces is
continued constantly in the
Wadh area and national
highway. While on the other
hand, two check posts set
up privately on two sides
of the national highway in
Wadh have been removed.

The patrolling is being
led by Deputy Commis-
sioner Khuzdar, Captain
(Retd) Jamil Ahmed, DIG
Police Khuzdar, Pervez
Umrani, FC commandant,

Colonel Hafiz Kashif and
SSP Khuzdar Fahad Khosa.

According to an offi-
cial hand out issued here, it
is an endeavour of the ad-
ministration to normalize
the situation. The efforts
are also being made to stop
the two-side firing and im-
prove law and order in the
area.

On the other hand, the
contacts are also being made
with both the groups to re-
solve the issue.

In the meantime, two
private check posts set up
by the tribal groups on the
highway have been removed
and the check pos ts of
Balochistan constabulary
and Levies are being set up
there.

Rubaba Buledi calls for empowering
women to control population growth

QUETTA (APP): Parlia-
mentary Secretary of Law,
Science, and Information
Technology Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi Thursday un-
derscored the need to em-
power women to bring the
rapidly growing population
to a sustainable level.

Effec tive measures
should be taken by formu-
lating strategies to empower
Pakistani women by pro-
viding equal opportunities
and creating awareness
about their reproductive
health rights to bring the
rapidly growing population
to a sustainable level, said
Buledi.

She was addressing a

seminar organized in col-
laboration with UNFPA and
the Population welfare de-
partment to mark World
Population Day.

“Only 10 percent of
the total female population
can make decisions about
their own health,” she re-
marked.

She said gender equal-
ity is a global issue, Paki-
stan ranks at the bottom of
the Gender Gap Index rank-
ing of 2202, which means
that Pakistan has a very low
rate of gender equality.

The  percentage of
women’s seats in the na-
tional assembly is also low,
women’s empowerment

through women’s educa-
tion, women’s participation
in the labor force, and gen-
der equality are issues of
national importance for
which multi-faceted mea-
sures are indispensable for
their solution, she main-
tained.

Addressing the cer-
emony through video link,
Chief Secretary Balochistan
Abdul Aziz Uqaeli said that
the government is taking
serious steps to achieve the
national goals related to
family planning and the
implementation of effective
policy in this regard should
prove to have substantial
results.

Govt drops
bombshell of

electricity
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Once again shock of expen-
sive electricity has been
given to inflation stricken
people by increasing elec-
tricity rates.

The price of electric-
ity has been increased by
Rs 1.90 per unit.

Nepra has issued the
approval notification under
the head of fuel price ad-
justment for May.

According to notifica-
tion, the hike in tariff will
be applicable on the bills for
the month of July.

Increase in cos t of
electricity will not be ap-
plicable to life line and K-
electric consumers.

CCP had requested an
increase of RS 2.05 per
unit.

NEPRA had heard the
request on July 5th.

It is to remember that
the Central Power Chasing
Agency had submitted a
complaint to NEPRA for
increasing the price of elec-
tricity just a few days after
the larges t hike in the
country’s history in the
basic electricity tariff.

Dastagir says:

Imran violated Official
Secrets Act of Pakistan

Attempt being made to put
Balochistan democratic

forces against wall: Agha
IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Agha
Hassan Baloch Thursday
urged the Federal Govern-
ment, provincial govern-
ment, military leadership
and journalists to play a
positive role in resolving the
issue of terrorism in
Balochistan. He was address-
ing a press conference today
along with Minister of State
Hashim Notezai, Member of
Balochistan Assembly Miss
Shakeela Naveed and other
BNP leaders.

Expressing his grave
concern over the situation
in Khuzdar and Wadh, the
minister, who is also Cen-
tral Information Secretary
of Balochistan National
Party (BNP), said mortars
and shells were being fired
at schools and colleges in
those areas.

“Due to such terrorist
activities, mass graves were
discovered in Tutak in
2015,” he added.

Agha Hassan Baloch
said several cases were reg-

istered  against  Shafiq
Mengal as he was respon-
sible for the terrorist acts
but he had not been caught
as yet while the complain-
ant were beaten and threat-
ened. He said many jour-
nalists and levies officials
had been martyred, women
kidnapped and 94 political
workers subjected to tar-
get killing but the provin-
cial government did not
take any action.

The minister said he
had raised his voice at ev-
ery forum inc luding the
Parliament, besides con-
tacting the country’s lead-
ership on the matter.

Responding to a ques-
tion, Agha Hassan Baloch
said an attempt was being
made to put the democratic
forces of Baloc histan
against the wall.  He also
criticized the newly formed
political party “BAP” and
said the party was formed
overnight comprising over
dummy leaders with pre-
paring its manifesto the
very next day.

Pak Navy inducts two modern
naval ships in national fleet

KARACHI (APP): The
Pakistan Navy Thursday
inducted two newly con-
structed Type 054 A/P Frig-
ates  PNS SHAHJAHAN
and TIPPU SULTAN into
the national fleet.

The  induc tion c er-
emony of two newly con-
structed Type 54 A/P Frig-
ates  PNS SHAHJAHAN
and TIPPU SULTAN was
held here at Karachi.

Federal Minister for

Defenc e Khawaja
Muhammad Asif attended
the  ceremony as  Chief
Guest who was received by
Chief of the Naval Staff
Ad miral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi on ar-
rival at PN Dockyard, a
Pakistan Navy news release
said.

The ships are fitted
with state-of-the-art weap-
ons and sensors having ca-
pability to undertake naval

operation under multi
threat environment.

The induction of
ships in PN Fleet will sig-
nif icantly enhance the
Combat Readiness of Paki-
stan Navy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief guest ac-
knowledged PN efforts in
ensuring seaward defence of
Pakistan and contribution
towards promoting peace
and stability in the region.

Enhancing education standards
primary aim of EPC: Sanjrani

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
here on Thursday said that
the primary aim of the Edu-
cation Parliamentarians
Caucus established in the
Senate was to foster col-
laboration among prov-
inces, federation and edu-
cational institutions to en-
hance education standards
in the country.

Addressing a seminar
on education jointly orga-
nized by the Education Par-
liamentarians  Cauc us
(EPC), the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA) and the Pakistan
Institute for Parliamentary
Services (PIPS), he said,
“The purpose of setting up
the education caucus in the
Senate is to foster dialogue
and cooperation, creating a
collaborative approach to-
wards enhancing education
standards in Pakistan,”

The event brought to-
gether representatives and
experts in the field of edu-

cation.
The Chairman Senate

expressed the hope that
friendly countries and or-
ganizations, including Ja-
pan, would extend techni-
cal support to bolster the
education sector in Paki-
stan. He acknowledged the
significance of learning from
Japan’s development expe-
riences and encouraged
sending teachers abroad for
training and exposure to
enrich their knowledge.

“Knowledge is the real
jewel, and education goes
beyond mere degrees and
certificates. We must invest
in skill development for our
children, and identify the
reasons behind our lag in the
education d omain,” he
added.

He stressed the im-
portance of investing in
teacher recruitment, train-
ing, professional develop-
ment and curriculum re-
forms to promote digital lit-
eracy.

The Chairman also

highlighted the need to ex-
plore alternative and inno-
vative educational models
to further advance the edu-
cation landscape in the
country.

Sanjrani urged all par-
ticipants to actively iden-
tify current challenges and
obstacles facing the educa-
tion s ys tem and wo rk
collaboratively to overcome
them. He expressed grati-
tude to all stakeholders,
particularly the Education
Parliamentarians Caucus,
JICA, PIPS, and other con-
tributing organizations for
their efforts in organizing
the seminar and promoting
educational development in
Pakistan.  S enator Sana
Jamali, the Convener of
Education in her speech ex-
pressed her immense plea-
sure and gratitude for the
strong collaboration be-
tween EPC and JICA, em-
phasizing the urgent need
to address the critical issue
of “Empowering Pakistan’s
Future through Education.”

Court acquits PM
Shehbaz, others in

NAB reference
LAHORE (APP): An ac-
countab ility co urt on
Thursday acquitted Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
his son Hamza Shehbaz,
and others in assets beyond
means and money launder-
ing reference, filed by the
National Acc ountability
Bureau (NAB).

PM Shehbaz’s  wife
Nusrat,  daughter Javeria Ali
were also included among
the acquitted persons be-
sides Rashid Karamat,
Muhammad Usman,
Masroo r Anwar,  Nis ar
Ahmad, Shoaib Qamar,

Qas im Qayyum, Ali
Ahmad, Rana Nauman and
others.  Acc ountability
Co urt Judge Qamaruz
Zaman announced the ver-
dict while allowing acquit-
tal app lications of PM
Shehbaz and 11 others. The
court also ordered to de-
freeze all assets of the ac-
quitted persons. Earlier, In
his final arguments, the de-
fence counsel argued that all
assets of his clients were
declared with the Federal
Board of Revenue and the
bureau failed to produce
any evidence against them.

Steps for
anti-polio drive
reviewed in Hub
QUETTA (APP): Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Hub
Zahid Khan on Thursday
chaired a meeting to review
the anti-polio drive to be
started from August,01.

The meeting was at-
tended by Assistant Com-
missioner (AC) Hub Dis-
trict Health Officer (DHO)
Hub, National Staff Trans-
mission Officer Polio Hub,
Lasbela officials from rel-
evant government depart-
ments. The participants of
the meeting discussed the
past achievements of SNID
Polio and making the micro
plan more effective. Ad-
dressing the meeting,
Deputy Commis sioner
Hub Zahid Khan said that
polio was a national cause for
its success, and the relevant
responsible officers must
participate in training before
polio campaign. He said that
in addition to keeping an eye
on the work of polio moni-
tors, area in-charges and of-
ficials in the last polio cam-
paign in Hab-ko, Vandra,
Kharkhera, Pathra, the Union
Council would have to en-
sure the safety.

Four women among 12
medical officers recruited
for 11 Balochistan’ jails

QUETTA (APP ):
Balochistan Health Depart-
ment appointed 12 medical
officers (BPS-17) including
four lady medical officers
for various jails of the prov-
ince on an ad-hoc basis.

The Health Depart-
ment source on Thursday
told APP that these ap-
pointments were made by
Health Department in or-
der to provide health facili-
ties to prisoners in respec-
tive jails of Balochistan say-

ing that prisoners were de-
prived of health care facili-
ties for a long time in the
jails.

The s ource further
said that prisoners’ patients
had shifted to nearby hos-
pitals for treatment in the
past s aying that
Balochistan Govt took ini-
tiatives and recruited medi-
cal offices for 11 jails of the
province so that prisoners
would not face difficulties
during medical aid.

Siraj stresses need for
eliminating the usury

from the country
SAF DARABAD (INP ):
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Emir
Sirajul Haq on Thursday
stressed the need for elimi-
nating the usury from the
country. Addressing a pub-
lic gathering, Siraj rued:
“Despite the British rulers
leaving the country, the sys-
tem of usury is  pretty
much still in place.”

“Sadly, the country
does not yet have a func-
tioning justice system. Ev-
ery single person in the
country is the World Bank
and International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) slave,” the JI

emir lamented. He took a
jibe at the political oppo-
nents, asserting, ‘Both the
previous and current rulers
have dragged the country
into loans from the interna-
tional lenders.” Entire eco-
nomic system of a country
created to practice Islam is
based on the 1939 Usury Act
enforced by British Colo-
nists, and government has
been violating the repeated
recommendations of Coun-
cil of Islamic Ideology (CII)
and the decision of FSC to
jacking up the rate of inter-
est continuously.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Science and
Technology Agha Hassan Baloch, flanked by Mr.
Hashim Notezai Minister of State for Energy ad-
dressing a press conference at National Press Club.

IS LAMABAD (APP ):
Federal Minister for Power
Engineer Khurram Dastgir
Khan Thursday believed
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan violated the Official
Secrets Act of Pakistan by
disclosing the cipher in pub-
lic, alleging that US had con-
spired against his govern-
ment.

“The former Prime
Minister (Imran Khan) has
violated the Secrets Act of
Pakistan.  He had also
breached his oath to the
constitution by disclosing
a secret document (cipher)
in public,” he said in a press
conference here.

Dastgir was o f the
view that when a Prime
Minister took an oath it
stated he would not dis-
close anything secret.

“Imran violated rule of

law, people and country,
just for his political gains.
The PT I chairman d e-
stroyed Pakistan’s diplo-
matic relations with other
countries ,” the minister
said. He said receiving ci-
pher from different coun-
tries and calling their am-
bassadors to discuss on the
subject were a routine mat-
ter, but the former prime
minister painted the US ci-
pher for his political gains.

“Now the other coun-
tries have warned their of-
ficials not to share anything
with Pakistani diplomats as
it can be waved in public
just like Imran disclosed the
cipher in the public gather-
ing. “We brought vote of no
confidence against the PTI
chief but we are still trying
to bring the diplomatic re-
lations back on track which
he destroyed,” he said.

Moen-jo-Daro
express restored
HYDERABAD (APP ):
Pakistan Railways has re-
stored Moen-jo-Daro Ex-
press traveling from Kotri
to Rohri here Thursday.

Federal Minister for
Railways and Aviation
Khuwaja Saad Rafique had
announced plans to restore
the train.

Railway authorities in
compliance with the direc-
tives of the Federal Minis-
ter have restored passenger
train after necessary main-
tenance and renovation.

In this connection, a
simple but impressive cer-
emony was held at Kotri
Railway station where Di-
visional Superintendent
Karachi Muhammad Nasir
Khaskheli inaugurated the
train after cutting the rib-
bon and  offering dua.
Moen-jo-Daro train was
beautifully decorated on the
occasion. Federal Minister
for Railways Khuwaja Saad
Rafique on the occasion
addressed on video link.

Chairman Pakistan
Railway Syed Mazhar Ali
Shah was also accompanied
by him.

Govt decides to
charge radio fee
of Rs 15 through
electricity bills

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Government has decided to
charge radio fee to the tune
of Rs 15 through electric-
ity bills.

The finance ministry
authorities have disclosed
radio fee will also be in-
cluded in electricity bills
along with TV fee.

Information ministry
has worked out summary
in this regard.

No w bo th TV fee
amounting to Rs 35 and ra-
dio fee amounting to Rs 15
will be included in electric-
ity bills.

This  step has been
taken on the recommenda-
tion of Senate committee.


