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Govt committed to empower vouth of country

PM pledges to take country on
path of prosperity if given an
opportunity in upcoming elections

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister ~Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
said that if given an oppor-
tunity in the upcoming gen-
eral elections, Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif and the en-
tire leadership of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
would change the destiny
of the country by taking it
on the path of progress and
prosperity.

Addressing the
cheques distribution cer-
emony under the Prime
Minister’s Youth Business
and Agriculture Loan
Scheme, he said they would
accept the public mandate
in the upcoming polls and
urged the people to take
their decisions after looking
into certain facts and by jux-
taposing the performance of
the PML-N governments
with that of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s four
years’ saga of destruction.

The prime minister

while lauding the statesman-
ship qualities of his elder
brother, regretted that
former prime minister and
his leader Nawaz Sharif was
ousted from power despite
the fact that he had ended
hours-long crippling load
shedding, provided laptops
and loans to youth, brought
muti-billions China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CEPC)
power and road infrastruc-
ture projects during 2015.
On the other hand, Imran
Khan had a phobia of PML-
N leadership and the oppo-
sition as day in and day out,
he was bent upon putting
them in jails with the fram-
ing of fake cases, he said,
adding the PTI leader could
not assimilate the revolu-
tionary steps taken by the
PML-N government.

All  the youth
programmes, he said were
started during the tenure of
Nawaz Sharif as alone
50,000 vehicles were pro-

vided to the people on merit
across Punjab province.
The success of the loan
scheme could be gauged
from the fact that 99 per
cent of loans were returned
back to banks, he added.

The prime minister
maintained that Nawaz
Sharif and they had experi-
enced the worst kind of po-
litical vendetta, even they
were sent into exile after
outer from power, but un-
like Imran Niazi, the PML-
N Quaid never thought of
anything against the country.
The prime minister elabo-
rated that the person (IK)
who was brought to power
through a fraud election, kept
on chanting the corruption
charges during his four years
tenure but did not prove
them, adding that when he
was removed from power
corridors through a constitu-
tional manner, he used dirty
language and tactics against
the state institutions.
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TEHRAN: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Muni

r meeting

with President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ebrahim Raisi

Providing maximum relief
to masses in era of inflation
main objective: Sharjeel

KARACHI (INP):
Sindh Minister for In-
formation and Trans-
port Sharjeel Inam
Memon has said that
provincial government
was making all out
efforts to modernize

the transport system.

This was stated
by him while chairing
a meeting of Sindh
Mass Transit Author-
ity board in Karachi
on Sunday.

Sharjeel Memon
vowed to resolve
transport issues by
modernizing entire
transport system and
ensuring provision of
additional buses.

The provincial
minister said that pro-
viding maximum relief
to people during this
period of inflation is
main objective of the
government.

Climate March held

KARACHI (APP): The
participants of a
‘Climate March’ on
Sunday stressed
the need for a
clean environment
and highlighted
the importance of
a clean city.

The Climate March
started from Frere
Hall while pass-
ing through the
Governor House
and culminated at
the Karachi Press
Club.

The participants carry-

ing placards in-

scribed with slo-
gans ‘United
against fossil fuel’,
raised their de-
mand for clean and
pure air in the city.

They said that the
clean environ-
ment played a vi-
tal role in the lives
of the people.
They said that the
environment of
the country in-
cluding Karachi
had deteriorated.

They said that Climate
Change had be-
come a problem of
the world, which
be addressed in a
proper manner.

The participants, in-
cluded, people
from different
walks of life, civil
society, and differ-
ent NGOs were
determined to the
awareness of the

Bilawal grieved

over loss of lives

in Karakoram
highway bus

incident

KARACHI (APP): Chair-
man of Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has expressed his
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives in a
Karakoram highway bus
incident here on Sunday.

He said, ‘I am sad-
dened to hear the news
about the incident of a tour-
ist bus.’

He condoled with the
bereaved families of bus
passengers, who lost their
lives in the incident.

Bilawal also prayed
for the early recovery of the
injured persons and
stressed the need for pre-
paring a strategy to avert
such incidents in the future.

PPP, PMLN set
formulae for

GB government

GILGIT (Online): Pakistan
People Party (PPP) and Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (Pmln) has set the
formulae of power sharing
on the basis of majority to
form government in Gilgit
Baltistan. According to re-
ports after PPP, Pmln is
ready to be the part of gov-
ernment. People Party will
get three positions and
Pmin will have two minis-
tries. Sources told that PPP
will have his deputy speaker
and two ministries. Names
has been finalised for two
ministries. Engineer Ismael
and Shehzad Agha will be

changing climate.
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in Provincial Capital.

KARACHI: Participants hold banners duriglimate March at Frere Hall

the candidate for ministries.
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Wrong economic policies of
PTI govt led to existing
economic turmoil: Kh Asif

SIALKOT (INP): Defence
Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif has said
that wrong economic poli-
cies of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government has
led to the existing economic
turmoil.

Addressing the work-
ers’ convention at Mohallah
Water Works on Sunday, he
said, “We are determined
and will soon succeed in
bringing the country out of
darkness”.

Khawaja Asif said that
Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shahbaz

Sharif had gathered all po-
litical parties to support the
national economy.

He said that unfortu-
nately, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf was brought into
power in 2018 through a
rigged elections, and those
who supported Imran
Khan, the performance of
Imran Khan and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was
in front of them.

During the planned
attacks on 9th May, the me-

morials of martyrs were in-
sulted, he said, adding “we
stand with our martyrs and
Ghazis” and those who in-
sulted the memorials of
martyrs would be brought
to justice under the law.

Khawaja Asif said that
during the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) government before 2018
election, the country’s
economy was getting
stable, but then the premier
Nawaz Sharif was disquali-
fied under a conspiracy.

He said that Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif was work-
ing very hard for the sta-
bility of the country’s
economy and he hoped
that they would soon be
able to put the country on
road to development and
prosperity.

The Defence Minister
said that allied parties of the
coalition government had
also played a very impor-
tant role and maintained
unity under a spirit for
which he salute them.

PPP takes big

decision over

Asifa Bhutto
politics

KARACHI (Online):
Pakistan Peoples
Party has decided to
launch Asifa Bhutto
in political arena in
upcoming election.

Sources told that
Asifa Bhutto will
take full part in next
election.

People party has
started paying at-
tention on various
constituencies of
Sindh.

Sources said that
Asif Zardari will take
final decision about
the constituency from
where Asifa will take
part in politics.

PPP source told
that Asifa Bhutto will
run peoples party’s
political election cam-
paign.

She will address
political rallies and
meetings in various
districts. Asifa Bhutto
started preparation
for proper political
engagements.

KARACHI: Governor of Sindh Muhammad Ka
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ing

during I.T mega entry test Ceremony at Governor House in Provincial Capital.

PTI suspends
membership of more
party leaders

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) on Sunday sus-
pended the basic party
membership of six more
party leaders.

The members include
Haji Shaukat Ali, Mujahahid
Maitalah, Nadia Aziz, Syed
Zulfigar Ali Shah, Nadia
Aziz and others.

Earlier on Wednesday,
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) terminated the
basic party membership of
former defence minister
Pervez Khattak for not ‘giv-
ing satisfactory reply
about inciting PTI members

to leave party’.

PTI Secretary General
Omar Ayub Khan issued
the termination letter ‘with
reference to the show cause
notice’ served to Pervez
Khattak last month.

“You [Khattak] have
not provided a satisfactory
reply within the given
stipulated time regarding
contacting party members
and inciting them to leave
the party,” the termination
notice stated. Therefore,
the notice stated, Khattak’s
basic membership of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
has been terminated.

Gwadar Free
Zone North to start
operation in 30 days

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Gwadar Free Zone North,
also known as Phase I, cov-
ering 2221 acres, will launch
its first formal operation
within the next 30 days.
This zone will enjoy
exemption from all sorts of
taxes and customs duties for
a period of 20 years,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Sunday. This watershed de-
velopment coincides with
Agven Private Limited, an
export fertilizer company,
gearing up for its first pro-
duction operation in the
second week of August.
Agven Private Limited
is the first investor to es-
tablish an industry in

Gwadar North Free Zone.
It procured 10 acres of land
in the Free Zone to set up a
fertilizer factory, marking a
first for Gwadar in both
size and product. Agven
will start operations under
temporary arrangements
such as electricity and wa-
ter provision by China
Overseas Port Holding
Company. “The factory’s
construction started last
year and was completed in
a remarkably short time.
Agven will offer hundreds
of job opportunities and
provide local business op-
portunities in terms of
commodities and raw ma-
terial supply.”

Mayor Karachi
to chair meeting
of newly
elected city

council today

KARACHI  (APP):
Mayor Karachi Barrister
Murtaza Wahab will chair
the meeting of the newly
elected City Council on
July 17, at 1500 hours in
the council hall, Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation
(KMC) building.

The elected mayor,
deputy mayor and coun-
cil members will be in-
troduced in the meeting,
while the parliamentary
leaders of different po-
litical parties in the city
council will inform the
council members about
their priorities.

Uplifting of
Sindh province
PPP’s main

motto: Kundi

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to Prime
Minister Faisal Kareem
Kundi on Sunday said that
the members of the Paki-
stan Peoples Party were
committed to uplifting the
Sindh province as Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) given
it in a bad condition.
Talking to a private
news channel, he said that
our party was focusing on
the productive develop-
ment projects in Sindh
province adding that those
people were in a crucial
condition and our main
motto was to facilitate
them so that they could eas-
ily survive with their kids.
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Pakistan, Iran vow to
counter terrorism in
border areas

Iran, Pakistan agree that terrorism is a
common threat to region; COAS General
Asim Munir wraps up a two-day “successful”
trip to Iran; Army chief also meets Iranian
president and foreign minister.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed
Asim Munir on Sunday
concluded his two-day suc-
cessful visit to the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The military leader-
ship of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran and Pakistan
agreed that terrorism was a
common threat to the re-
gion in general and both
countries in particular.

According to the In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) news release,
the military commanders
on both sides vowed to
eradicate the menace of ter-
rorism in the border areas
through intelligence sharing
and effective actions
against the terrorists’ net-
works, and explore avenues
for enhancing cooperation

in the security domain.

During his visit, the
COAS had detailed meet-
ings with the Military lead-
ership of Iran including
Chief of General Staff of
Armed Forces, Major Gen-
eral Mohammad Bagheri.

The COAS also called
on President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, Ebrahim
Raisi and Foreign Minis-
ter Hossein ~ Amir
Abdollahain.

During discussions,
the significance of Paki-
stan-Iran bilateral relations
for regional peace and sta-
bility was highlighted.

The COAS was pre-
sented with the Guard of
Honour by a smartly
turned-out contingent of
Iranian Armed Forces at the
Military Headquarters on
his arrival.

SIALKOT: Defense Minister Khawaja Muham
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Asif is addressing the workers convention of PML-N
at Union Council Water Works.

15-member Pak delegation
to visit China

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
15-member Pakistani del-
egation led by Ambassador
® Sohail Mahmood Direc-
tor General, Institute of
Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI), would participate in
a Seminar and Think Tank
Forum in China, with an
aim to further promote aca-
demic and people-to-
people exchanges between
Pakistan and China.

On invitation from
Fudan University, Shang-
hai, the Pakistani delegation
including diplomats, senior
academics, researchers and
media persons, departed to
China on Sunday for a
week-long visit, said a
press release issued here.

The delegation in-
cludes Prof. Dr. Engr.
Attaullah Shah, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of
Karakoram; Dr Ayesha
Alam, University of
Hazara; Prof. Dr Ayesha
Sohail, University of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir; Amb.
Babar Amin, Former Am-
bassador; Dost

Mohammad Barrech, Uni-
versity of Balochistan; Dr
Fouzia Hadi Ali, University
of Punjab; Prof. Dr Kausar
Takrim, University of
Peshawar; Muhammad Ali
Baig, Research Fellow, ISSI;
Dr Mukesh Khatwani,
University of Sindh;
Shaukat Piracha, Senior
Anchor, Aaj News; Dr Tahir
Mumtaz Awan,
COMSATS University,
Islamabad; Dr Talat
Shabbir, Director China-
Pakistan Study Centre
(CPSC), ISSI; Tanveer
Hashmi, Jang Group and
Misbah Mukhtar, Research
Associate, ISSI.

The delegation mem-
bers come from all prov-
inces of Pakistan as well as
from Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, and Gilgit-
Baltistan. As practitioners
and academics, they have
long-standing experience in
China studies, regional and
global matters, Paksitan-
China relations, and China
Pakistan Economic Corri-

dor (CPEC).

HYDERABAD: Naib Amir Jamaat-e-Islami Paki-

stan and former parliamentary leader Liaquat
Baloch addressing the election convention of Lower
Sindh under Sindh atlocal hotel Hyderabad.

‘India can’t change
Kashmir’s disputed status
by deploying more troops’

ISLAMABAD (INP): In-
dia cannot change the dis-
puted status of Jammu and
Kashmir by deploying more
and more troops in the ter-
ritory. According to a re-
port released by Kashmir
Media Service on Sunday,
the Modi regime has de-
ployed personnel of a spe-
cial commando unit of Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, the already highest mili-
tarized zone in the world.
It said India is sending
CRPF’s CoBRA comman-
dos to further brutalize the
people of the occupied terri-
tory. It said huge concentra-

tion of Indian troops has
made IIOJK a giant open air
prison for its residents but
the Modi regime cannot get
rid of the Kashmir dispute
by deploying more troops in
the territory. The report said
the world human rights orga-
nizations have already
warned of genocide in the ter-
ritory as the India military has
previously committed scores
of massacres since 1989 in
IIOJK. It deplored that
96,213 Kashmiris had fell to
Indian bullets in the past 30
years in [IOJK and Indian
army and Hindutva forces
carried out genocide of nearly
250,000 Muslims in Jammu
region in November 1947.
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Financial woes of
Balochistan and tepid
response of Islamabad

The Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo is up against the federal government once again.
The issue is identical, one and the same, financial prob-
lems being confronted by the province for long. This is
evident from yet another policy statement issued by the
Chief Minister Bizenjo referring the otherwise “luke-
warm” attitude of the federal government right under the
Premier-ship of Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif. In his state-
ment, the Chief Minister gave intense reaction towards
the federal government’s approach towards lack / non-
existence of of new National Finance Commission (NFC)
Award. The Chief Minister rightly pointed out that the
new NFC Award is overdue for last eight years. Accord-
ing to him, the new NFC Award is due since 2015, but
this very constitutional obligation is being violated for
last eight years affecting Balochistan the most.

He said that Balochistan province is the biggest
affectee of the situation than other federating units. It’s
awesome when the Chief Minister noted with concern
that Balochistan has so far suffered financial loss of over
Rs. 300 billion due to non-existence of new National
Finance Commission (NFC) Award since 2017. He said
that the approach of federation on the NFC Award is
beyond comprehensible, as it is a constitutional require-
ment to announce new NFC Award after every five years.
At the time when there’s talk of meeting constitutional
requirements everywhere, then why the requirement of
NFC Award is being overlooked? he questioned. Mr.
Bizenjo also referred to the financial issues being con-
fronted by the province and mentioned that the matter of
arrears of the province against Pakistan Petroleum Lim-
ited (PPL) is also yet to be resolved.

He said that it is an unwise act and insult of the
people of Balochistan to give preference to a company
(PPL) over a federating unit. Describing the attitude of
federal government with Balochistan as unjustified, the
Chief Minister maintained continuous and repeated con-
tacts has not bear any positive result yet. He said that
such attitudes cause differences and misunderstandings,
which is not good for the federalism as well, he maintained.
Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo was of the view that we had a
lot of expectations with the incumbent government and
Prime Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif and he had
also taken our stance serious. But it is beyond understand-
able that why the concerned federal government institu-
tions are not giving due importance to the orders of Prime
Minister? he questioned. Justifying his fierce reaction to
the federation’s attitude, the Chief Minister if we give our
reaction to the federation, it is because that we are facing
hardships, and we do it in compulsion. Undoubtedly, it is
high time for the Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif-led federal
government to pay proper heed towards the critical finan-
cial situation of the province. needless to mention here is
that the Bizenjo government had already made it clear that
it would not be able to execute the much-needed develop-
ment process in the province, rather it would harm the
already ongoing process. This is also high time for the
federal government to pay heed towards the issue of lack
of representation of the province in the federal government
institutions and autonomous bodies. And last but not the
least, the Prime Minister should personally look into the
matter and find out why his very directives are being ig-
nored by certain federal departments?

A fine balance

Muna Khan

When people hear I teach
journalism, I’'m often
asked what I think about
the media coverage of X
issue or how I would
cover X issue if I was a
journalist. The questions
usually reflect the
person’s frustration with
the media. Last week, 1
was asked how I would
cover Democratic candi-
date Robert F. Kennedy
(RFK) Jr’s presidential bid.
Kennedy is widely ac-
cused of spreading ‘lies’
— I use quotes because [
don’t think it’s always
possible to prove some-
one is willfully lying.
Should media
organisations give their
platform to someone who,
according to the Centre
for Counting Digital Hate
named RFK as the sec-
ond most prolific poster of
anti-vaccine information
online? There is a lot of
focus on Kennedy’s
views on vaccines and he
is routinely described as
an anti-vaxxer, though he
claims he is asking for
more studies on vaccines.
I understand the di-
lemma with Kennedy. He
is, after all, American roy-
alty with that surname; I
doubt he’d garner the kind
of attention if he was
someone else. Kennedy’s
views are controversial:
he is against big pharma,
blames 5G for a host of ail-
ments, says Wi-Fi causes
“leaky brain”, HIV may
not cause AIDS, sug-
gests links between anti-
depressants and the rise
in mass school shootings,
and claims chemicals in
water may cause children
to become transgender.
These are some of the
wilder theories he has
spoken about — but it’s
important to say they are
finding resonance across

the political divide.

Kennedy has the
support of venture capi-
talists, tech bros in Silicon
Valley — including the
former and present own-
ers of Twitter — and has
earned Donald Trump’s
praise too. Although he
pitches himself as an out-
sider — who is routinely
censored for his views —
he has received immense
media coverage with pro-
files in all leading publica-
tions. He has appeared on
nearly all the highly
watched podcasts, save
Sam Harris” who said he
won’t give him the plat-
form to air his misinforma-
tion. It was Harris’
podcast that had my
lunchmate posing the
question on what I would
do as a journalist.

I think the important
distinction to make here is
that Harris and the other
podcast bros are not jour-
nalists. This doesn’t di-
minish their power to en-
gage with their guests, or
ask difficult questions, or
influence voters, but
they’re not following the
same rules as journalists.
Journalists do their due
diligence and ask tough
questions, with the goal
being to inform the pub-
lic, not think about their
own ratings or brand. I
know this is hard to be-
lieve, given how polarised
the media and society is,
even in Pakistan, but the
trust deficit has been
caused because journal-
ists veered from these
guidelines. They can
bring audiences back by
ensuring fair and bal-
anced coverage of lead-
ers and fighting attempts
to censor them as that is
a huge disservice to the
public’s right to informa-
tion.

Labelling Kennedy a
loon or dangerous or both
only shows the media has
learned nothing from
covering Trump — who,
if you remember, was ridi-
culed from the day he an-
nounced his candidacy.
There is a way to report
on RFK without amplify-
ing him and always add-
ing context and data to

let readers make their
own decisions.

RFK cannot be ig-
nored, but should he get
the oxygen the media
feels it needs to get rat-
ings? Because that is es-
sentially what this comes
down to: profitability vs
public interest. Media
outlets look at elections
through the lens of a
horse race, ie, who will
win. Except that in their
coverage of a candidate,
they end up creating an
electable. RFK garners
more attention than the
other contender,
Marianne Williamson,
who was once descri-bed
as Oprah’s spiritual ad-
viser. Why isn’t every
move of hers given the
same space?

I see the appeal in
RFK because he’s saying
things others do not:
anti-corporates, anti-elite
capture in the political
sys--tem, antiwar, anti-
CIA, whom he bla-mes for
the murder of his father
and uncle. He does not
have answers to the kind
of policies he’ll create,
and lacks support from
his party, and many of his
family members, includ-
ing siblings, have
endor-sed Joe Biden.
Much of the RFK ampli-
fication machine is com-
ing from the right-wing
media that wants an elec-
tion between Trump and
RFK. The media
shouldn’t fall into this
trap. There is a way to
report on people without
amplifying or ignoring
them.

De-platforming and/
or censorship does not
work. It was embarrass-
ing to watch TV chan-
nels in Pakistan blur out
the PTI leader’s face in
his meeting with the IMF
delegation. What is the
purpose of this ridicu-
lous ban? Why are audi-
ences treated with such
little regard? I have full
faith in the media’s abil-
ity to do its job of report-
ing fairly on all leaders
and debunking their
nonsense. Let them do
their jobs, please. --
Courtesy Dawn

Abolish the CDA

=
Danyal Adam Khan

With the approval of three
new sectors in Islamabad
worth Rs30 billion, certain
residents of the city can
brace themselves for a
new round of evictions
and demolitions in the
name of progress. Al-
though this will — and
should — spark legitimate
resistance and a renewed
conversation about the
city’s master plan, we can
also use this opportunity
to ask ourselves a more
fundamental question:
why does the CDA even
exist?

If you happened to
be a dictator in the 1960s,
it would have been one of
your lesser crimes if you
looked over undulating
green hills and thought, ‘1
probably need an author-
ity to raze these and
build a capital’. Nearly
56 years later, though, it
is ludicrous to leave the
governance of the capi-
tal city in the world’s
fifth-most populous
country to a non-repre-
sentative bureaucratic
institution.

Islamabad is not
the sleepy town it was
even one decade ago,
and requires some seri-
ous urban planning if it
is to avoid the con-
gested fate of our other
megacities. It requires
an intra-city mass tran-
sit system, entire sec-
tors dedicated to low-
cost housing, mixed-use
development, an equi-
table expansion of its
water network, a func-
tioning waste manage-
ment system, and so on.
The idealistic list of
possibilities is endless.
But these are not deci-
sions that can be made
without incorporating
the will of the city’s resi-
dents and, as an

unelected institution,
the CDA simply does
not have that mandate.

By no means does
this imply that every de-
cision the CDA has ever
made is flawed or, on the
contrary, that the oppo-
site will be true for an
elected local govern-
ment. It only means that
the mechanism for
reaching such decisions
must contain a certain
level of accountability
towards the people on
whose behalf they are
being made. In other
words, the prerequisite
is to have a system
which enables represen-
tation.

The CDA is essen-
tially no different to any
other housing society,
except their playing field
is all of Islamabad — or
at least those parts
where it can use bureau-
cratic muscle to evict,
rather than, say, canton-
ment areas. They see
land — not the people
who happen to live on it
— and feel irked by the
wasted potential of ‘un-
developed’ sectors
which could be lucrative
plots. This is the CDA’s
bread and butter. It was
never meant to govern
the city, only to ‘de-
velop’ it, and has been
doing so in its own way.
When looked at in this
context, it seems obvi-
ous that the CDA is not
a substitute for local
government.

But what would
abolishing this white el-
ephant look like in prac-
tice? At the most, it
would entail dismantling
the entire institution. At
the least, it would mean
breaking its monopoly
by placing it under the
control of the Metro-
politan Corporation of
Islamabad, 1ie, the
capital’s body of elected
representatives. This
would include legisla-
tive and constitutional
amendments to guaran-
tee election cycles and
security of tenure —
providing a legal and
political foundation for
local government. It

would include adminis-
trative devolution, such
as transferring the
CDA’s nearly 20,000
staff to the MCI’s pay-
roll.

Most importantly,
this would entail a fiscal
rearrangement. The idea
that the primary source
of income for a city is to
sell its own land has to
be revisited. Any rev-
enue currently collected
by the CDA or the ICT
administration can be
redirected to the public
exchequer, that is, MCI
— and bolstered by a
comprehensive taxation
system, which includes
sources that are com-
mon to cities worldwide,
such as property tax. At
present, the CDA has a
Rs150bn bud-get for the
in--coming financial year
over which no control
can be exerted by the
residents of Islamabad.

This proposed ar-
rangement is very much
the opposite of what
CDA has maintained
with the MCI. Since the
latter’s inception in
2015, the bureaucratic
resistance put up by the
CDA against the fledg-
ling and ineffective MCI
has been fierce. Within
the first mayoral term,
any powers it had been
vested with  were
stripped away and re-
turned, leaving the MCI
entirely dependent on
the CDA for finances,
rather than the other
way around.

Such a relationship
cannot be changed by a
tweak to the system, but
only through a funda-
mental shift towards
prioritising citizens over
profits. With Islamabad
as its birthright, the CDA
has become very com-
fortable wielding power
that should not belong to
it. The fact that a demo-
cratic institution can be
held hostage by
unelected officials is not
new to Pakistan, but it
does seem to plague the
system ranging from lo-
cal governments to the
top of the pyramid. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

PM directs to establish one
window facilitation centers
to resolve exporters’ problems

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has directed to
establish one window
operation facilitation
centers to resolve
exporters’ problems.

He gave these
instructions, while talking
to a delegation of Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries and
parliamentarians from the
city of Igbal, which called
on him in the leadership of
Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif'in Sialkot
on Sunday.

Besides, the Prime
Minister instructed to
formulate a policy in this
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FAISALABAD: Interior Minister Rana Sana Ullah

Khan offering ‘dua’ after inaugurating sui gas
supply at Chak No. 4 JB Ram Diwali.

regard. He also ordered the
Sialkot district
administration to ensure
construction, maintenance
and restoration of national
highways.

The delegation
commended the Prime
Minister for final approval
of IMF agreement and

economic revival in the
country.
Shehbaz Sharif

thanked members of the
delegation for supporting
him in taking tough
decisions in the best
interest of the country.
Prime Minister’s
Advsior Ahad Khan
Cheema, Special Assistants

Jahanzeb Khan, Tariq
Bajwa, Rana Shamim
Ahmed Khan, Nelson
Azeem, Arshad Warraich,
Rana Liaqat, Arif Igbal,
Rana Afzaal, Rana Abdul
Sattar, Chaudhry Ikram,
Manshaullah Butt, Mrs.
Shehzad Gulnaz, Zeeshan
Rafigq, Muhammad Rafiq
Mughal, Khawaja
Magsood Akhtar were
among those, who called
on the Prime Minister.
President Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries Abdul Ghafoor
Malik, Wahab Jahangir,
Amir Majeed Sheikh, Dr
Mariyam Noman, Arshad
Butt, Sohail Barlas and

Sarfaraz Bhatti represented
the business community of
Sialkot.

APP add: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday directed the
formulation of a policy for
the establishment of one-
window facilitation centers
for resolving issues of
exporters. He was talking
to a delegation comprising
members of Parliament and
office bearers of the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI) here.

The delegation paid
tribute to the prime
minister on the final
approval of the agreement
with the International.
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A delegation of Sialkot Chamber of Commerce called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
in Sialkot. Minister of Defence, Khawaja Muhammad Asif was also present.

Measures needed for
industry to put economy
on track: Faheem Saigol

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Chairman Pakistan
Industrial and Traders
Associations Front
(PIAF), Faheemur
Rehman Saigol stressing
the need for putting the
economy on a sustainable
growth trajectory by
providing incentives to the
industry, has lamented that
the economy was facing
multiple challenges of
falling exports, high
inflation, and low growth,
with fiscal accounts under
immense pressure on
account of heavy interest
payments.

In a statement on
Sunday, the PIAF Chairman
said that the low growth
shows the government was
finding it difficult to achieve
the industrial growth and
export target, leading to
more pressure on foreign
exchange reserves of the
country.

He asked the
government to address the
underlying structural
vulnerabilities through
smooth energy supply at
competitive rates, as
country’s overall export
proceeds continued to
shrink.

PCMEA for
containing

dollar rate

LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Carpet
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (PCMAEA) has
urged the government to take
appropriate steps to contain
dollar rate against rupee so
that export deals could not
affect due to fluctuations in
the dollar rate. PCMEA
Senior Vice Chairman
Usman Ashraf, central leader
Abdul Latif Malik, Carpet
Training Institute (CTI)
Chairperson Ejazur Rehman
and other senior members
told media here Sunday that
exporters were reluctant to
do foreign business deals due
to uncertainty of the dollar,
therefore government
should focus on stabilizing
the foreign exchange
reserves by bringing in
foreign exchange through
exports and remittances to
give a direction to the
faltering economy. Dollar
fluctuations were creating
difficulties in importing raw
materials and signing the
contract with the foreign
buyers, they added.
PCMEA office-bearers
said that policy makers should
also consult the stakeholders
and take a unanimous
decision regarding the dollar,
as the prevailing situation had
anegative impact.

PBF for bringing agri sector
under federal govt again

LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF) has
suggested that federal
government should take
over the agriculture sector
again for its revival in a
better way through
recently launched Green
Pakistan Initiative.
Talking to media here
Sunday, the PBF Central
Vice President Jahan Ara
Wattoo said that
agriculture sector
development had been
slowed since its devolution
to provinces under 18"
Amendment as the

provinces were still
looking for federal
government’s assistance on
this count. “At province
level, agriculture is still
functioning as extension
departments with regard to
monitoring, supply,
procurement, distribution
and prices, and even today,
agricultural policy making
is the domain of regulatory
bodies at the centre,” she
argued.

Jahan Ara Watoo
explained that about 48
million hectares (60
percent).

CEO TDAP says:
Trade facilitation to

Afghanistan vital

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Executive Trade
Development Authority

Pakistan (TDAP)
Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala said that

Pakistan always attached
the highest importance to
its trade facilitation for
Afghanistan.

He was addressing the
opening ceremony of the
Imam Abu Hanifa
Exhibition held Sunday in

Kabul.

Motiwala shared that
Pakistan was the largest
trading  partner of
Afghanistan. In this
context, he thanked the
Afghan government for
providing such business
opportunities to Pakistani
exhibitors which will
further widen the business-
to-business relations
between the two fraternal
neighbors.

Cabinet approves Computer
Emergency Response Teams
(CERTSs) Rule 2023: Amin

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for IT
and Telecom Syed Amin ul
Haque has said that move
to strengthen the country’s
cybersecurity posture; the
Federal Cabinet of Pakistan
has given its approval to
the Computer Emergency
Response Teams (CERTSs)
Rule 2023.

In a statement, the
minister said that the
decision comes after a
thorough consultation
process that involved
various stakeholders, with
the Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication
(MoITT) taking the lead
in formulating the CERT
Rules.

According to an
official statement, under
section 51, read with
section 49 of the
Prevention of Electronic
Crime Act (PECA), 2016,
and in compliance with the
National Cyber Security
Policy (NCSP), 2021, the
Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication
(MoITT) as a designated
organization of the Federal
Government to deal with

Cyber Security has
formulated the CERT
Rules in consultation with

the concerned
stakeholders.

The consultation
session with the

government bodies and
regulatory authorities was
started in August 2021.
Subsequently, sector
regulators carried out
extensive consultations
with their respective
private entities.

IT Minister further
said that CERT Rules —
2023 provides a legislative
umbrella to handle ever-
emerging cyber-security
risks and vulnerabilities at
the National, Sectoral, and
Organizational levels by
laying out a working
mechanism in the form of
technical support,
operational facilities,
and capacity-building
services.

“These Rules further
provide a state-of-the-art
proactive and integrated
risk management process
for identifying and
prioritizing protective
measures regarding cyber-

security”.

He said that a CERT
council will be established
as a forum for a
consultative and
coordinating process to
advise CERTs for the
effective implementation
f its functions and
services.

The definitions and
constituencies of National
CERT, Government
CERT, Critical
Information Infrastructure
CERT, Sectoral CERT,
Federal CERT, and
Provincial CERT are
discussed separately, he
added.

The specific
responsibilities, functions,
and services of the
National CERTs and
Sectoral CERTs are also
outlined in the rules.

Federal IT Minister
said that as far as the
impact on Cyber Security
Landscape is concerned,
CERTs at National and
Sectoral Levels will
enhance the overall
cybersecurity posture
and resilience at the
national level.
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National News

PML-N saves country
from default: Mugam

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Adviser to the Prime
Minister for Political and
Public Affairs and National
Heritage, Engr Amir
Mugam here Sunday said
that Pakistan Muslim
League-N President and
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif have saved the
country from default after
a successful agreement
with IMF besides taking
bold economic and fiscal
decisions for Pakistan.
Addressing a big
public gathering here where
ANP leader Sher Rehman

along with thousands of
supporters joined PML-N,
Engr Amir Muqam said
that PML-N was the only
party that could take the
country out of all existing
challenges.

He said that PML-N
has strong roots in masses
in all provinces and would
form the next government
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Engr Amir Mugam
said that PTI has
disappointed the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
completely failed to deliver
despite its nine years long
rule in the province.

He accused the PTI
chief of destabilizing the
country and destroying the
national economy.

Amir Mugam that the
entire nation had seen
attacks on national
institutions and defense
installations during May 9
vandalism.He said that
people knew that one
party had made a deep
conspiracy against

Pakistan on May 9 by
attacking state institutions
while Pakistan Muslim
League-N had frustrated
the evil designs of the
attackers.Amir Mugam

said that PTI’s chief
politics was irrelevant now
and PTT has been shattered
in groups due to the
negative politics of Niazi.
He said Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif had brought
the country back on track
of development and if
voted to power would
change the destiny of
people.Amir Muqam said
that former Prime Minister
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
had restored peace,
abolished load shedding
and made defence of
Pakistan impregnable.
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public representatives of District Mohmand.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor Haji Ghulam Ali in a group photo with delegation of

HYDERABAD: View of the water level increasing in the Phuleli Canal while
many nearby residents evacuate from their homes due to increased water
level and overflowing canal water, in Hyderabad.

Ombudsman office
facilitates 18 individuals
in securing govt jobs

Independent Report
LAHORE:In the latest
development, the Office of
the Ombudsman Punjab
successfully interceded on
public complaints to ensure
that provincial government
departments  provide
permanent jobs to 18
applicants of different
districts under Rule 17-A
of the Punjab Civil
Servants (Appointment
and Conditions of Service)
Rules, 1974.

While giving details,
the spokesman for the
Office of the Ombudsman
Punjab reported on Sunday
that Talha Tariq had been
appointed as a junior clerk
in Attock, Muhammad

Ilyas of TT Singh as a
gardener and Omar Daraz
of Jhang as a watchman.
Additionally, Amina Bibi
from Vehari had been
recruited as bulawi, Abrara
Sadia and Chaand Hamza
Goraya had been posted as
naib qasid in Faisalabad and
DG Khan respectively by
the education department
after the involvement of
the ombudsman office.
Furthermore, the
health department recruited
Muhammad Wagqas Bashir
of Jaranwala as a ward boy,
Rawalpindi’s  Sultan
Muhammad as a sentry
patrol and Muhammad
Hamad Ali of TT Singh as
ajunior clerk in BPS-11.

One Kkilled, 5
injured during
firing in marriage
ceremony
FAISALABAD (APP):
One person was killed
while five others sustained
serious injuries due to
firing during a marriage
function in the area of

Satiana police station.

Rescue 1122
spokesman said here on
Sunday that guests of
groom and bride sides
indulged firstly in exchange
ofharsh words and then in
blunt firing on each other
in Chak No.278-GB over
some marriage related
issues.

As a result, 33-year-
old Muhabbat Ali received
serious injuries and died on
the spot whereas Rescue
1122 shifted five others to
hospital after providing
them first aid.

Abbasi inaugurates
development projects
in Abbottabad

ABBOTTABAD (Online):
Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs,
Murtaza Javed Abbasi
Sunday inaugurated a series
of completed development
projects worth millions of
rupees across various
areas, including Batangi,
Ser Sharqi and Ser Gharbi
in Abbottabad.

The projects
encompassed significant
initiatives such as the
expansion of  the
electricity supply and the
construction of roads,
demonstrating the
government’s commitment
to progress and growth.

Addressing the public
gathering after the
inauguration of the
projects the federal
minister stressed the
utmost importance of
maintaining quality and
transparency in all ongoing
development ventures.

He underscored the
significance of timely
project completion to
ensure that the public can
promptly benefit from the
improvements.Murtaza
Javed Abbasi emphasized
the essential role of the
youth in propelling
Pakistan towards a brighter
future.

Jirga succeeds in
brokering peace
agreement in Kurram

PESHAWAR (APP): A 30-
member peace jirga
succeeded in brokering a
peace agreement between
the two rival tribes of the
tribal district Kurram on
Sunday. After the signing
of the one-year peace
agreement, the personnel of
security forces and police
were deployed after
clearing the fronts of the
parties and normalcy began

to be restored. Talking to
APP, Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC),
Kurram, Muazzam Khan
Bangash said that a 30-
member peace jirga
comprising Sunni and Shia
elders from Orakzai, Hangu
and Kohat after hectic
efforts of negotiations with
both parties for a period of
last three days succeeded
in stoppage of clashes.

Tight security to be ensured
during Muharram: Minister

FAISALABAD (APP):
Caretaker Provincial
Minister for Higher
Education/Chairman
Standing Cabinet
Committee for Law &
Order Punjab Manzoor
Qadir said that tight
security arrangements
would be ensured during
Muharram-ul-Haraam to
foil all nefarious designs of
the miscreants.
Addressing a press
conference at Municipal
Corporation Hall here on
Sunday, he said that all law
enforcing departments
including police have been
made alert with a clear-cut

direction to keep vigil eye
on movement of the
suspects so that any
untoward incident could be
averted before its
occurrence.

He said that role of
religious scholars was
imperative for maintaining
law and orders. Therefore,
he appealed the Ulema
Kiram to promote religious
harmony and urged the
nation to forge unity
among their ranks and avoid
from sectarianism so that
peace could be ensured in
the society for greater
national interest. He said
that control rooms would

be made functional at
provincial, divisional and
district level which would
remain active round the
clock.

The minister said that
divisional commissioner
and police officers had
pointed out some security
related issues which would
be resolved on war-footing
to make the Muharram
security foolproof. He said
that a comprehensive
strategy was devised for
Muharram security which
would be implemented in
true spirit. This strategy
would not affect trade and
business activities.

Two notorious
bike snatcher
gangs busted,

12 arrested

RAJANPUR  (APP):
Police have busted two
notorious motorcycle
snatcher gangs and arrested
12 criminals of these gangs
besides recovering looted
valuables worth over Rs
two million during a
special crackdown
launched on Sunday.

This was disclosed by
Station House Officer (SHO)
Muhammadpur Dewan
police station, Akhtar Khan
while holding a press
conference at his office.

Sector Commander FC
South reviews security
arrangements for Muharram

TANK (APP): Sector
Commander Frontier
Corps (FC) South

Brigadier Suhail Bajwa
here on Sunday chaired an
important meeting at
Captain Sikandar Shaheed
FC Camp and reviewed the
arrangements regarding the
security plan for upcoming
Muharram-ul-Haram.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Tank
Muhammad Shoib, Acting

District Police Officer Tank
Nasir Khan, district officers
of various departments and
institutions, notables and
elders of the area. The
meeting was also attended
by Suni religious scholars
including Maulana
Muhammad Saddiq Khatib,
Pir Saleem Shah, Mulla
Abdul Rehman, Qari
Nasrullah, Hakeem Sana
Khan, Maulana Gul
Muhammad and Maulana
Khan Muhammad.

International News

Putin says Russia has
‘sufficient’ cluster
munitions for tit-for-tat

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin said his
country had enough cluster
munitions to answer if
Ukraine was to use the
weapons, in an interview
published on Sunday.

Ukraine started re-
ceiving cluster weapons
from the United States, a
move that sparked concerns
due to the long-term risk
posed to civilians by
bomblets that fail to ex-
plode.

“Russia has a suffi-
cient stockpile of various
kinds of cluster munitions,”
Putin told a state-television

journalist.

The controversial
weapons can disperse up to
several hundred small ex-
plosive charges, which can
remain unexploded in the
ground.

“If they are used
against us, we reserve our-
selves the right to tit-for-
tat actions,” Putin said.

He added Russia had
not yet used the weapons
despite a “certain shortage
of munitions at some
point”.

Human Rights Watch
and Ukrainian forces have
accused Russia of already
using cluster munitions on

the battlefield.

They are banned by
numerous countries — no-
tably in Europe — that are
signatories to a 2008 Oslo
Convention, to which nei-
ther Russia, the United
States nor Ukraine are par-
ties.

Humanitarian groups
have strongly condemned
the US decision to supply
cluster munitions to
Ukraine.

US President Joe
Biden said the decision was
“very difficult” but
stressed Ukraine needed
extra ammunition to refill
its depleted stocks.

Heavy rains, flooding
leave 37 dead in
South Korea

Monitoring Desk
CHEONGJU: Rescuers
battled on Sunday to reach
people trapped in a flooded
tunnel in South Korea,
where at least 37 people
have died and nine are miss-
ing after heavy rains
caused flooding and land-
slides. South Korea is at the
peak of its summer mon-
soon season, and there has
been heavy rainfall for the
last four days, causing a
major dam to overflow.

The interior ministry
reported that 37 people
were killed and another
nine were missing nation-
wide in the heavy down-
pours, mostly buried by
landslides or after falling
into a flooded reservoir.

Hundreds of rescue
workers were still struggling
to reach more than 10 cars
and an unknown number of
people trapped in a 430-
metre (1,410-foot) under-
ground tunnel in Cheongju.

EU urged to
probe Greek
shipwreckkilling
Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Nearly a
month after the sinking of
an overloaded boat off the
Greek coast where 700
people, including Pakistanis,
were killed, a prominent glo-
bal humanitarian body has
called on the European
Union (EU) to ensure a “full,
transparent” investigation
into the tragedy. “So far,
there have been no moves
to launch such an investiga-
tion into the shipwreck —one
of the deadliest on record in

the Mediterranean Sea.

South Korean rescue workers search for missing persons near a bus along

a deluged road leading to an underground tunnel where some 15 cars were
trapped in flood waters after heavy rains in Cheongju.

Syrian President Bashar Assad and I

raq’s Prime Minister Mohammed Shia
al-Sudani review a military honour guard during a welcome ceremony in
Damascus, Syria.

Iraqi premier in Syria for first
visit in over a decade to discuss
boosting cooperation

Monitoring Desk
DAMASCUS: Iraq’s
prime minister held talks
Sunday with Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad in Dam-
ascus during the first trip
of its kind to the war-torn
country since the 12-year
conflict began.

The two leaders told
reporters that they dis-
cussed fighting drugs, the
return of Syrian refugees
and the imperative of lift-
ing Western sanctions im-
posed in Syria. They also
talked about Israel’s strikes
on the war-torn country

and water shortages in the
Euphrates River that cuts
through both countries be-
cause of projects in Tur-
key.

Iraq and Syria have
had close relations for
years even after many Arab
countries withdrew their
ambassadors from Dam-
ascus and Syria’s member-
ship in the 22-member Arab
League was suspended be-
cause of the crackdown on
protesters in 2011.

Assad received
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani,
who was heading a high-

ranking delegation, at the
presidential palace in Dam-
ascus. They discussed mu-
tual relations and coopera-
tion between the two neigh-
boring countries among
other issues, according to
the office of Syria’s presi-
dent.

Al-Sudani’s office said
in a statement that talks re-
volved around ways of ex-
panding cooperation in the
fields of trade, economy,
transportation, tourism,
how to combat climate
change and collaboration to
fight terrorism.

Xi Jinping calls for
‘solid’ security barrier
around China’s internet

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping said China
must build a “solid” secu-
rity barrier around its
internet under the supervi-
sion of the ruling Commu-
nist Party, in his latest call
to safeguard online data and
information.

China must persist in
managing, operating and
ensuring access to the
internet in accordance with
the law, Xi said in instruc-
tions delivered to officials
attending a two-day

cybersecurity meeting in
Beijing that ended on Sat-
urday. “We must adhere to
the Party’s management of
the internet and adhere to
(the principle of) making
the internet work for the
people,” state-run Xinhua
news agency cited Xi as
saying. In the past decade,
Xi has made preserving
security a priority, with
his concept of security
covering everything from
politics and the economy
to the environment and
cyberspace.

US remains
concerned
N.Korea will
conduct another

missile test

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: White
House National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said on
Sunday the Biden adminis-
tration remains concerned
that North Korea will move
forward with another inter-
continental ballistic missile
test. “I have been concerned
for some time that North
Korea would conduct what
would be its seventh nuclear
test,” Sullivan said during an
interview with CBS’s Face
the Nation.

India ties up with
UAE to settle trade
in rupees

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India has
signed an agreement with
the United Arab Emirates
that will allow it to settle
trade in rupees instead of
dollars, boosting India’s ef-
forts to cut transaction
costs by eliminating dollar
conversions. During a visit
by India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the UAE
on Saturday, the two coun-
tries also agreed to set up a
real-time payment link to
facilitate easier cross-border
money transfers.

The two agreements
will enable “seamless cross-
border transactions and
payments, and foster

greater economic coopera-

tion”, said a statement from
the Reserve Bank of India
on Saturday.

India, the world’s third
biggest oil importer and
consumer and whose cen-
tral bank last year an-
nounced a framework for
settling global trade in ru-
pees, currently pays for
UAE oil in dollars. Bilat-
eral trade between the two
countries was $84.5 billion
in the year from April 2022
to March 2023. An official
with knowledge of the de-
tails of the agreement said
India could make its first
rupee payment for UAE oil
to Abu Dhabi National Oil
Co (ADNOC), Reuters re-
ported on Friday.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and South

Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol attend a meeting,
amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Kyiv, Ukraine.

UK defence minister
Wallace to step down as
lawmaker at next election

Monitoring Desk
LONDON: British de-
fence minister Ben Wallace
will not stand as a member
of parliament (MP) in the
next UK national election,
and will leave government
when Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak carries out his next
cabinet reshuffle, he told
The Sunday Times news-
paper.

Wallace, a member of
the ruling Conservative
party, has been MP for
Wyre and Preston North
and its predecessor con-
stituency in northwest En-
gland since 2005.

Advertisement ¢ Scroll

to continue He has been de-

fence secretary for four
years, helping lead Britain’s
response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

“I’mnot standing next
time,” he said in an inter-
view with the newspaper,
but ruled out going “prema-
turely” and forcing another
by-election.

Sunak is facing three
by-elections next week, and
opinion polls suggest his
Conservative party could
lose all of them.

A general election
must be held in Britain
within the next 18 months.
The Sunday Times said a
cabinet reshuffle was ex-
pected in September.
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Pakistan seeks Chinese investment
to upgrade agriculture, I'T, mining,
housing sectors: Ahsan Iqgbal

BEIJING (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Ini-
tiatives, Prof. Ahsan Igbal
has said that Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs) will
provide an opportunity for
Chinese investments to take
advantage of incentives that
Pakistan offers to foreign
investment with conces-
sions. “We are working on
nine special economic zones.

The first Rashakai Spe-
cial Economic Zone will be
inaugurated later this month.
Similarly, the other economic
zones are also in the ad-
vanced stages, in Sindh,
Punjab, and Baluchistan,” he
told APP during his recent
visit to China.

Pakistan, he said, also
has a great advantage in low
cost of labour. As in China,
many industries are experi-
encing high costs of produc-
tion due to increased levels
of cost and are now moving
to Vietnam, Cambodia and
Laos. Pakistan also has a
great advantage in terms of
low cost of production.

The minister said, Pa-
kistan has a very good in-
frastructure and then it has
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
framework. So, it becomes
avery attractive destination
for Chinese enterprises to
relocate to these economic
zones in Pakistan.

About specific Chi-

nese companies who are
looking forward to cooper-
ating in this regard, he said,
there are many Chinese
companies which are com-
ing. Many have invested in
Gwadar free zone.

“But, we are now re-
ally looking forward to de-
veloping our agriculture sec-
tor based on new technolo-
gies. We are seeking coop-
eration to upgrade the qual-
ity of our seeds so those
companies which have re-
search and seed develop-
ment can help us,” he added.

Ahsan Igbal said Pa-
kistan is also looking for
new irrigation technologies
to conserve water and bring
efficiency to agriculture,

adding, “We are also look-
ing for a food processing
industry that has a great
opportunity.”

Regarding great op-
portunity in the mining
sector, he said, Pakistan has
huge marble deposits,
which can be tapped with
new technology and simi-
larly, Pakistan has other
mines like lithium and other
material which is used in
electric vehicles. “So, we
can develop that.

He said Pakistan is
also looking for joint coop-
eration and technology,
particularly information
technology. Pakistan has a
young population with
very good IT skills.
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received laptops under the PM’s Youth Scheme distribution ceremony.

SIAOT: Pime Miister Mummad Shehbaz Sharif in a group poto with high achievers who

Sen. Raza Rabbani,
Governor Tessori discuss
issues of provincial interests

KARACHI (INP): Senator Raza Rabbani called on
Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tessori in Karachi
on Sunday and discussed with him issues of

a

&

During the meeting, public welfare steps

taken by the Governor, distribution of ration un-
der ‘Takatwar Pakistan’ and other issues came

under discussion.

Senator Raza Rabbani appreciated the public
welfare initiatives of the Governor Kamran

Tessori.

Arrangements regarding
Muharram-ul-Haram
reviewed

KARACHI (APP):
Transition Officer
Naveed Khan Kolachi
along with Focal Per-
son Tauqeer Abbas
and other officers in-
spected the proces-
sions routes and
Imambargahs and
surrounding areas in
connection with ar-
rangements of
Muharram-ul-Haram
in district East here
Sunday.

They visited the
areas in and around
Nishtar Park and the
surrounding areas,
Mehfil Murtaza
PECHS and
Mahmoodabad. Under
the supervision of
Transition Officer, the
installation and re-
pair work of roads and
street lights was car-
ried out.

On this occasion,
Naveed Khan Kolachi
said that municipal
services were being
equipped at Nishtar
Park and other places
where processions

and gatherings were
to be held in
Muharram-ul-Haram.
Encroachments and
other problems are
being removed from
the routes of proces-
sions and making the
procession routes
motorable, he added.

He said that
steps were being
taken to provide all
possible facilities to
the Azadaaraan in
Muharram-ul-Haram
and hoped that the
Azadaaraans would
not have to face any
difficulty.

He lauded the
services of Focal Per-
son Tauqeer Abbas
and said that due to
the steps taken by
him, the provision of
municipal services
had been made wher-
ever processions and
religious congrega-
tions were held in
District East and now
we were moving to-
wards completion
stages.
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HYDERABAD:

Demonstration is being.held 1n fa-

vor of the demands of the Jai Sindh movement.

Hyderabad Business Forum
hosts reception in honour
of SSP Sajid Amir Sadozai

HYDERABAD (APP):
Hyderabad Business Forum
hosted areception in honour
of Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Hyderabad
Sajid Amir Sadozai herein a
local hotel on Sunday. Chair-
man Hyderabad Business
Forum Mohsin Memon
warmly welcomed SSP and
presented a floral bucket
and Ajrak.

Addressing the event
Chief guest SSP Sajd Amir
Sadozai said that the crime
and Human rights cell were
working smoothly under
the supervision of Director
Mohsin Memon who has
also resolved complicated
cases and I had received a
report in this regard.

SSP said that a mas-
sive crackdown was being

carried out against
Mainpuri, gutka and other
drug peddlers in

Hyderabad, however, citi-
zens should also discourage
their family members to
avoid the use of Mainpuri,
gutka and other drugs be-
cause a healthy society
could only be framed after
controlling narcotics.

He said that police of-
ficers giving outstanding
performances will be en-
couraged by arranging such
receptions so that they
could improve their perfor-
mance. On this occasion,
Chairman Hyderabad Busi-
ness Forum Muhammad
Mohsin said that SSP
Hyderabad during his last
tenure had also carried out
a massive crackdown
against Narcotics and also
carried out the same drive
under the supervision and
hoped that the menace of
Narcotics will be rooted out
from Hyderabad city soon.

Senior Vice Chairman
Zia-ud-Din Qureshi said that
Hyderabad Police under the
leadership of SSP are work-
ing better and assuring com-
plete cooperation with the
traders which has created har-
mony among traders and Po-
lice. While addressing the re-
ception he said that
Hyderabad Police under the
leadership of SSP worked
better and assured complete
cooperation with traders due
to creating harmony among
traders and Police.

PM expresses
grief over loss
of lives in
tourist bus

accident

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has expressed deep
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives in a
tourist bus accident near
Thalichi, at Karakoram
highway on Sunday.

In a statement on Sun-
day, he prayed for eternal
peace of the deceased and
expressed condolences
with their bereaved families.

The Prime Minister
directed the Gilgit-Baltistan
authorities for immediate
relief operation and also di-
rected relevant federal de-
partments to assist in relief
work.

Praying for speedy
recovery of the injured, the
Prime Minister directed
authorities concerned to
provide best medical facili-
ties to them.

Shehbaz Sharif also
ordered an enquiry into the
accident to ascertain its
cause.

Rioter who
hoisted Afghan
flag in Karachi

arrested

KARACHI (INP): Police
arrested a rioter who hoisted
Afghan flag in Karachi dur-
ing the protest, last year.

According to details,
Rana Baloch, the main sus-
pect who rioted at the
Karachi Superhighway and
hoisted the Afghan flag was
arrested on a tip-off.

The police on a tip-off
raided Al-Asif Square at
Sohrab Goth and arrested
the main suspect of super-
highway riots. According to
police officials, last year,

Rana Baloch made a
fuss with colleagues on the
Karachi Superhighway and
fled to Afghanistan.

During the commo-
tion, the accused burned a
bus of Jinnah Sindh Medi-
cal University and several
other vehicles. Rana Baloch
was also involved in wav-
ing the Afghan flag on the
Superhighway and adjoin-
ing areas.

Eight suspects
held with

arms, bike

KARACHI (INP): The law
enforcement agencies per-
sonnel arrested eight sus-
pects with arms and a sto-
len motorcycle during
search and combing opera-
tion in Korangi area.
According to SSP
Korangi Tariq Nawaz, the
police and Rangers assisted
by with ladies police
launched operation against
outlaws by sealing the area.
He said that during
operation, record of the sus-
pects was checked through
devices and eight suspects
were taken into custody
after recovery of weapons
and a stolen motorbike.

4™ Gatorade
trophy final to
be played on
Monday

KARACHI (APP): The
final of the 4t
Gatorade Trophy 3x3
under-21 Basketball
tournament will be
played at 3:00 pm on
Monday.

The tourney is
underway at the In-
ternational Abdul
Nasir Basketball
Court Aram Bagh, or-
ganized by Firdous
Ittihad under the aus-
pices of the Commis-
sioner Karachi
Muhammad Igbal
Memon, according to
a communiqué issued
here on Sunday.

The chief guest of
the final will be Agha
Muhammad Khan,
General Manager of
Pakistan Beverage
Company Limited.

Religious Harmony:

Pakistani leaders unite
in historic interfaith
press conference

LAHORE (APP): Muslim
and Christian leaders, in a
groundbreaking display of
religious harmony, came to-
gether for a historic press
conference on Sunday,
where they held the holy
scriptures of the Bible, To-
rah, Psalms, and the
Quran.

This momentous
event marked the first
time in the nation’s history
that leaders from both
communities gathered in
unison to address the im-
portance of respect for all
four heavenly books.

The notable event
took place at the Univer-
sity of the Central Punjab
and was organized under
the auspices of the Inter-
national Interfaith Har-
mony Council and the Pa-
kistan Ulema Council.

Among the promi-
nent figures present was
Chairman Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, who
joined hands with the
Muslim and Christian
leaders to promote inter-
faith understanding and
cooperation.

During the confer-
ence, the leaders under-

scored the significance of
showing reverence for all
heavenly religions and
their sacred texts.

They emphatically
stated that no individual,
group, country, or organi-
zation should ever be al-
lowed to disrespect any
heavenly book, as well as
the prophets and messen-
gers associated with them.

Condemning the re-
cent incident of Quran
burning in Sweden, they
also stressed that permit-
ting the burning of Torah,
Bible, or Psalms would be
equally unacceptable.
Gratitude was extended to
those who respected the
sanctity of the Torah.

In a collective appeal
to the European Union
and the United Nations,
the leaders urged immedi-
ate attention and global
legislative action to safe-
guard the sanctity of all
heavenly religions.

Recognizing the uni-
versal message of peace,
harmony, moderation, and
tolerance found in Islam and
all other religions, they ve-
hemently clarified that no
religion’s teachings promote
violence or extremism.

LAHORE: pecial Assistant to the Prime Minister

on Religious Harmony Maulana Tahir Ashrafi talk-
ing to media persons at Jamia Manzoorul Islamia.

Refreshing showers bless
Karachi, bringing relief
from sweltering heat

KARACHI (INP): Karachi
is currently basking in
pleasant weather, thanks to
a light rain that has graced
various parts of the city.

In a refreshing change
of pace, rainfall was re-
ported in many areas of the
city including, IT Chundrigar
Road, PIDC, Shahr-e-
Faisal, Garden, Malir,
Gulshan, Federal B Area,
and Gulistan-e-Johar.

The Met Office pre-
dicts that Karachi will ex-
perience partly cloudy con-
ditions during the day, fol-
lowed by cloudy skies at
night. Additionally, the sea

breeze will persist, provid-
ing a refreshing touch to the
city’s atmosphere.

With the mercury tak-
ing a dip, residents can an-
ticipate a maximum tem-
perature range of 35 degrees
Celsius to 33 degrees Cel-
sius. Furthermore, the hu-
midity rate stands at 71%.

Earlier, the Met Office
had issued a fresh alert stat-
ing that rainfall is likely to
hit Karachi after July 20,
bringing relief to the
parched city. However, it
warned of heavy showers
that could potentially hit the
metropolis on July 21.

District Head Quarter Hospital
renamed after Dr. Sikandar
Mandhro Civil Hospital Badin

BADIN (APP): District
Headquarters Hospital
(DHQ) Badin was renamed
after Dr. Sikandar Mandhro
civil hospital.

In this connection, a
simple but impressive cer-
emony was held in which
the President of Indus Hos-
pital and network Dr. Abdul
Bari Khan and CEO Indus
Network Dr. Zafar Zaidi at-
tended the ceremony. Ad-
dressing the ceremony, Sena-
tor Dr. Khalida Sikandar

the Provincial Capital.
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KARACHI: Alarge numbers of people are busy is
buying birds in birds market at Liaqatabad area, in

Mandhro said that with the
efforts of Dr. Sianadar
Mandhro control of the
Civil hospital was handed
over to Indus Hospital and
Health network under pub-
lic private Partnership with
Sindh Government. She said
that dedicating Civil Hospi-
tal after Dr. Sikandar
Mandhro was a rich tribute
to the vision of Dr. Mandhro
which put positive effects on
the numerous human lives of
Dr. Abdul Baari Khan.
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Hamza says:
Govt takes tough

decisions for
resolving country’s
challenges

LAHORE (APP): Former
Punjab chief minister
Hamza Shehbaz on Sunday
said the incumbent govern-
ment had taking tough de-
cisions to bring the coun-
try out of challenges created
by the previous incompe-
tent Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) government.

Talking to the media,
he said anti people policies
of'the PTI forced the people
to “commit suicides”.

The PTI dragged the
country into an economic
quagmire due to its flawed
policies, whereas the
present government had
been working hard for the
past 15 months to address
issues that have developed
as a result of the PTI-led
government’s negligence.”

He said the country’s
agreement with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) has considerably
prevented it from default.
If the prime minister had
not held negotiations with
the IMF MD, the country
might have defaulted,he
continued.

Exhibition titled
‘Celebrating

Glorious Heritage
of Karachi’ held

KARACHI (APP): An ex-
hibition titled ‘Celebrating
Glorious Heritage of
Karachi’ was held at the
Arts Council of Pakistan
Karachi. Water colour
paintings and master pieces
of famous Artist Hamir
Soomro were put on dis-
play, said a communiqué
here on Sunday. The
exhibion was inaugurated
by Mayor of Karachi Bar-
rister Murtaza Wahab.
American Consul General
Nicole Theriot was also
present on the occasion.

Drizzle forecast

in Karachi

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Meteorological De-
partment on Sunday pre-
dicted hot and humid
weather for most parts of
the Sindh province during
the next 24 hours. How-
ever, drizzle is forecast for
Karachi and its adjoining
areas during night.

The Minimum and
maximum temperatures
were recorded in Karachi
33-35 degrees Centigrade,
Hyderabad 36-38 degrees
Centigrade, Sukkur 40-42
degrees Centigrade, Thatta
35-37 degrees Centigrade,
Mohenjodaro 41-43 de-
grees Centigrade, Dadu 43-
45 degrees Centigrade,
Mithi 38-40 degrees Cen-
tigrade and in Nawabshah
42-44 degrees Centigrade.
Mainly, hot and humid
weather is likely to prevail
in the province.

PM urges women
to ramp up role in
economic progress

SIALKOT (APP): Prime
Minister ~Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
urged women to come for-
ward and ramp up their vi-
tal roles in different fields
of life and make contribu-
tions to the progress of the

economy.
Addressing a cer-
emony to distribute

laptops under PM’s Youth
Laptop Scheme 2023 at
Government  College
Women University here, he
said Rs 5 billion were allo-
cated for projects related to
the empowerment of
women. “No nation can
make progress if women are
not made productive part
of society.”

He said in the past his
government had spent a
substantial amount on the
medical education of female
students and the invest-
ment in women’s education
would continue. He said
next month his government
would complete its tenure
and a caretaker government
would be formed.

If people would give
chance to them in the next
election, our government

would bring revolution in
the field of education and a
large number of students
would be given laptops, he
remarked.

He said the laptops
were given as recognition of
the hard work and talent of
the students. The laptops
were distributed on the ba-
sis of merit in the past as
well, he added

As Khadim e Aala
Punjab, he said he always
wanted to share the re-
sources with other prov-
inces as the progress and
prosperity of the country
depended upon shared de-
velopment.

He said 100,000
laptops had already been
distributed while in the cur-
rent year, another 100,000
laptops would be awarded.

The people should
decide in the general elec-
tions after evaluating what
had happened in the coun-
try in the last five years, he
asserted.

He thanked Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar for en-
suring the allocation of
funds for the import of
laptops for students.

SFA seals renowned
restaurant in Karachi over
unhygienic conditions

KARACHI (INP): In a de-
cisive move, the Sindh
Food Authority (SFA) took
swift action on Sunday,
sealing a renowned restau-
rant in Karachi due to grave
concerns over unhygienic
conditions. The authorities
deemed it imperative to in-
tervene, prioritizing public
health and safety.

According to media
reports, the Sindh Food
Authority (SFA) raided a
famous restaurant in
Karachi’s North
Nazimabad over com-
plaints and sealed it after
finding the food being
served to the customers
‘unhygienic’.

During the authority’s
raid, the restaurant named

Gul Shinwari was found in
poor cleaning condition and
without a drainage system?

A Sindh Food Author-
ity (SFA) team sealed Gul
Shinwari restaurant after
finding unhygienic food
conditions in its kitchen and
flouting hygiene standards
and using meat unfit for
human consumption.

Authorities have re-
vealed that the Sindh Food
Authority has also issued
three warning notices to the
eatery before the proceed-
ings?

According to the
Sindh Food Authority, the
license of the Gul Shunari
restaurant has been revoked
and fined for more than
Rs1 million?
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KARACHI: Turkish Consul General Ali Fuad
Erkurt sapling plant for who lost their lives in July
15, 2016 defeated coup attempt orchestrated by
Fetullah Terrorist Organization (FETO),to mark the
seventh anniversary of the July 15 defeated coup
attempt, organized by Turkish Cooperation and Co-
ordination Agency (TIKA) in Provincial Capital.

NPFCIHP women’s wing in
Sindh took out protest rally against
desecration of Holy Quran in Sweden

LARKANA (APP): The
National Peace Force Com-
mittee for Interfaith Har-
mony Pakistan
(NPFCIHP) Women Wing
Sindh held a protest dem-
onstration in front of the
Larkana Press Club on Sun-
day against the desecration
of the Holy Quran in Swe-
den.

Holding banners and
placards, the protesters
raised slogans against the
Swedish government, raised
slogans against the desecra-
tion of the Holy Quran and
demanded exemplary pun-
ishment for perpetrators.

On the occasion, pro-
vincial chairperson
NPFCIHP women wing
Sindh Zahida Abro, chair-
man Noor Jahan, vice chair-
man Irshad Bano, general
secretary Ghulam Fatima
and others said that the in-
cident of desecration of the

Holy Book in Sweden has
hurt the hearts of Muslims.

They said that Mus-
lims have always pro-
tected the holy books of
minorities.

They said that under
the auspices of the govern-
ment in Sweden, the Holy
Quran has been publicly
desecrated by a cruel per-
son on Eid Day, which we
strongly condemned. Be-
fore this, the Holy Quran
was desecrated in Sweden
and the Muslims of Swe-
den suffered in the Islamic
world.

They also said the
desecration of the Holy
Quran, as happened in
Sweden and anywhere else
in the world, was unaccept-
able for Muslims.

They further said the
incident hurt the sentiments
of 1.25 billion Muslims of
the world and stressed that

giving space to evil-minded
elements was a threat to glo-
bal peace.

It is urgent to save the
world from unrest, hatred,
and violence on the basis of
the religious divide, they
said.

They also said the en-
tire Muslim Ummah should
forge unity and raise joint
voices to stop the recur-
rence of such profane acts
adding that Islam preached
peace, love, tolerance, and
tranquility, they said and
further added that follow-
ers of Islam did not disre-
spect any other religion or
other holy books.

They condemned the
heinous act and demanded
the United Nations (UN) to
launch a comprehensive
probe into the incidents
based on Islamophobia and
bring those responsible to
full justice.
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