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Imran Khan to face trial in
special court for hatching
‘cypher conspiracy’: Rana

Interior minister says Azam Khan's confessional
Statement is a charge sheet against former PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior Rana
Sanaullah Khan on Wednes-
day said that the cypher
was still in the possession
of Imran Khan Niazi, who
would remain “criminal”
until it was recovered from
him.

The reported state-
ment of Azam Khan, former
principal secretary to the
prime minister, confirmed
that he had handed over the
cypher to the them prime
minister, who told him next
day it was lost, the minis-
ter said while addressing
the press conference,

flanked by Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister
Attaullah Tarar.

He said Azam Khan, in
his statement, had clari-
fied thatwhen the then sec-
retary foreign affairs
brought the issue of
cypher in his knowledge,
and former foreign minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
was also part & parcel of
the whole planning to use
it (cypher) against the na-
tional interests for personal
and political gains.

The interior minister
said a case would be got reg-
istered against Imran Niazi
and hisaccomplice Qureshi
under the Official Secrets
Act for making a classified
document public. Eventu-
ally he would have to ap-

pear before the court as his
case would be tried in the
special court.

He said Azam Khan re-
portedly admitted that he
had told Imran Niazi that
using aclassified document
for political gains was a
criminal actunder the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, but the then
prime minster used the
cypher to gain political
mileage.

“That cypher is still in
his custody and he will re-
main a criminal until he re-
turns the classified docu-
ment or it is recovered by
an investigation agency
from him,” he added.
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of MQM led by the ConvenerDr. Khalid Ma

gbool

Siddiqui calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Azam Khan terms ‘cypher gate’ a
premeditated conspiracy

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former principal secretary
Azam Khan has become
approver against PTI chair-
man. Azam Khan has re-
corded his statement under
164 before magistrate. In
164 statement charge sheet
has been presented against
chairman PTIL

Azam Khan termed ci-
pher a well conceived con-
spiracy saying cipher had
nothing to do with reality.
Cipher drama was enacted
for political motives.

Azam Khan said Imran
Khan worked out a false and
baseless narrative by con-
cealing all facts. Color of
foreign conspiracy was
given to cipher to avert vote
ofno confidence.

He went on to say Imran
Khan said he would change

the narrative of people by
giving wrong color to cipher.

He held “Imran Khan
obtained cipher from me on
May 09 and later he said ci-
pher has been misplaced
when I asked him to return.
Imran Khan sowed the seed
ofhatred among the people
against national security in-
stitutions. He waved a se-
cret letter among the people
to serve personal interest de-
spite the fact he was forbid-
den to do so. Cipher was
given wrong color of nexus
between national security
institutions and US deliber-
ately. He enacted cipher
drama to save his govern-
ment only”.

As per important
points in the statement of
Azam Khan foreign secre-
tary contacted Azam Khan

on March 8, 2022 and in-
formed him with reference
to cipher. The cipher was
sent to his residence on the
same evening. Foreign sec-
retary told that foreign min-
ister Qureshi has already
discussed cipher matter
with Imran Khan. This was
confirmed by Imran Khan
on next day at the very hour
when Azam Khan presented
him cipher. Imran Khan ex-
pressed pleasure on seeing
cipher.

Terming this language a
US blunder he said cipher
can be used to make narra-
tive against establishment
and opposition. Imran Khan
told Azam Khan cipher can
be used for diverting the at-
tention of people to foreign
interference in vote of no
confidence.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Australia, Neil Hawkins, call on Federal Min-

ister for Information and Broadcasting, Marriyum Aurangzeb.

FM highlights effectiveness of reforms,
approaches in face of fast changing world

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardarion Wednes-
day stressed upon adop-
tion of new diplomatic ap-
proaches in the fast chang-
ing world and expressed
the hope that the recently
introduced change manage-
ment reforms in the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
would bring further effi-
ciency, accountability, agil-
ity and dynamism.
Addressing a cer-
emony at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs about the
change management re-
forms initiatives taken dur-
ing the last one year, the
foreign minister said that a
total of 51 reform works
were carried out at the
ministry, among which 19
were fully implemented,
three were partially com-

pleted and 29 initiatives
were on the track of
completion in the areas of
automation and digitization
processes, improvement in
the diplomatic, administra-
tion, finance and consular
services abroad etc.

The foreign minister
enumerated the significant
achievements of the min-
istry at the global level un-
der his stewardship, in-
cluding Pakistan’s removal
from the FATF grey list,
successful hosting of
COP27, effective role at
the OIC Foreign Ministers
Council, etc, besides
endeavours to enhance the
relationships and diplo-
matic outreach.

He said, “The world is
changing at the lightening
speed with technological
advances shifting power

dynamics while the
interconnectedness has be-
came the new norms on
diplomatic fronts.” To em-
brace the changes, after as-
suming the office, he said
he embarked upon the re-
forms process to create a
robust and agile ministry
so that it could tackle any
challenge that come their
way. Bilawal Bhutto said
that they were now living
in the fast paced and dy-
namic world, and
emphasised the need of an
adaptive approach to ensure
evolving and to stay ahead
of the muti-dimensional
challenges. It was crucial to
embrace changes and man-
agement for their benefits,
enabling them to navigate
with agility, as living in the
fast paced and intercon-
nected world, the traditional

President urges
bureaucracy to
promote good
governance in

public departments

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday urged the gov-
ernment officers to play
their role in promotion of
good govemance in all pub-
lic departments.

Besides improving ser-
vice delivery, he said, the
bureaucracy should also
work for the country’s de-
velopment and welfare of
the people with sincerity
and hard work.

He was talking to the
participants of 37th Mid-
Career Management Course
Quetta, who called on him
here at the President House.

The president said the
government authorities
needed to take timely deci-
sions to provide justice to
the people. “Delay in deci-
sion making put negative
impact on the service de-
livery and development of
the country,” he said.

Rescue 1122 carrying out rescue operations as wall collapse during heavy rains in Islamabad

PM, MQM hold
discussion on formation
of caretaker governments

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of Mutahida
Qaumi Movement
(MQM) led by the
Convenor Dr. Khalid
Magbool Siddiqui called
on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif here on Wednesday
and discussed in detail the
matter of formation of
caretaker governments be-
sides overall current politi-
cal situation in the coun-
try.

Federal Minister for
Information Technology
Syed Amin ul Haque, Gov-
ernor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori, Dr Farooq Sattar
and Mustafa Kamal were
also part of the delegation.

Minister for Railways
and Aviation Khawaja Saad
Rafique and Minister for
Economic Affairs Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq were present

in the meeting.

The meeting was held
in connection with the
prime minister’s consulta-
tions with the allies with
respect to formation of the
caretaker governments.
During the meeting, mat-
ter of the recent popula-
tion census also came un-
der discussion.

The delegation paid
tributes to the prime min-
ister on personally moni-
toring the  federal
government’s ongoing
projects in Karachi and en-
suring speedy work on
these projects on priority
basis.

The MQM delegation
also praised PM Shehbaz
Sharif and his economic
team’s efforts for complet-
ing the agreement with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

Australian envoy calls on Info. Minister

PML-N govt firmly believes
in press freedom: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Australian High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Neil
Hawkins called on Minis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb in Islamabad on
Wednesday and the two
exchanged views on bilat-
eral relations, economic sta-
bility and cooperation in the
areas of film, art and cul-
ture.

Australian ambassador
lauded the efforts of Paki-
stan government for stabil-
ity of national economy
and IMF agreement.

Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
Pakistan holds its relations

with Australia in high es-
teem.

She went on to say the
govermnment took immediate
and concrete steps for na-
tional economy in line with
the PM Shahbaz Sharif vi-
sion. Positive results have
started coming in national
economy due to these
steps. She also apprised
Australian ambassador
about newly established
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC).

She said this council
willensure consistency and
effective implementation of
policies for economic re-
covery. SIFC will work on
high forum of decision mak-
ing.

Imran tenders apology in
case of hurling threats
against female judge

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PTI chairman has tendered
apology before the case in
the case of hurling threats
against female judge Zeba
Chaudhry. Chairman PTI
appeared in the courtof Ju-
dicial magistrate Malik
Aman.

Case related to threat-
ening female judge against
chairman PTI came up for
hearing in district and ses-
sions court Islamabad.
Chairman PTI appeared in

the court of judicial magis-
trate Malik Aman.

On the occasion chair-
man PTI came on rostrum
and said “ I established po-
litical party for the sake of
supremacy of justice 27
years back. I have not bro-
ken even a flower pot so
far. Thad uttered these words
in a demonstration. I went
to court of judge Zeba
Chaudhry to apologize. I tender
apology ifany one has been hurt
due to my statement.

WASHINGTON: Shazia Marri, Federal Minister
PA&SS and Chairperson Benazir Income Support
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Programme Presents Book titled 15 Years’ Jour-
ney from Inception to a Globally Recognized Social
Protection Vehicle” to Nicole Klingen, World
Bank’s Regional Head of Social Protection & Act-
ing Director for Digital Development in Europe

and Central Asia.

12 killed in wall collapse during
heavy rainsin Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (INP): As
many as 13 people were re-
portedly crushed to death
in separate incidents of
walls collapse in Islamabad
on Wednesday due to heavy
monsoon rains in the fed-
eral capital and Rawalpindi.

Torrential rains con-
tinue to lash the twin cities
as the monsoon currents
from the Arabian Sea inten-
sified today as forecast by
the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD),
with the highest, nearly 200
millimetres, rainfall in
Rawalpindi.

Police said that 12
people were killed when the
wall of an under-construc-
tion bridge came crashing
down on them near Golra
Mor, Peshawar Road in
Islamabad.

They said the wall was
100-foot wide and 11-foot
high, under which the
labourers had set up a tent
to live at the construction
site.

The rescue teams
reached the site of the inci-
dent as soon as they re-
ceived the report, Rescue
1122 officials stated.

Police said that the res-
cue workers pulled bodies
out from the wall’s debris
with the help of machines.
Search for more people
likely to be stuck under the
rubble is underway, with
four being rescued alive so
far. Meanwhile, an 11-year-
old girl was killed in a simi-
lar wall collapse incident in
Mohammadi Town within
the jurisdiction of Khana
Police Station of Islamabad.

In a separate rain-re-
lated incident, several
people were injured when
two buses travelling via
Islamabad-Peshawar
Motorway barreled into
each other after losing con-
trol due to a slippery road
amid a downpour.

Rescue 1122 said that
their teams are working to
aid the injured while the

severely injured are being
shifted to hospitals in Wah
Cantt and Taxila.

As per Met Depart-
ment, Shamsabad received
up to 188 millimetres of
rainfall. It poured up to 110
millimetres in Chaklala, 138
millimetres in Bokra, 102
millimetres in Golra, 98
millimetres at zero-point,
79 millimetres in Kachehri,
64 millimetres at Islamabad
airport, and 44 millimetres
in Saidpur.

The water level in
Nullah Lairose dangerously
high, 14 feet near Katarian
and 11 feet near
Gawalmandi due to inces-
sant rains, with army
troops called in for rain
emergency services.

Authorities rang sirens
of threat to alert the resi-
dents in the surroundings
and advised them to evacu-
ate. Meanwhile, Rescue
1122 has also been alerted
in Rawalpindi.

LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan Ulema Counci

1 and Speciai Representative of

Prime Minister of Pakistan for Interfaith Harmony and Middle East Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi series of All Parties National Peace
Seminar at Rahmani Islamic Center Model Town hand in hand for peaceand
unity on the occasion of Muharram.

Nawaz was
disqualified to
pave way for
Imran, claims

Aleem Khan

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party
(IPP) president Abdul
Aleem Khan has claimed
that former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif was disquali-
fied to pave the way for PTI
Chairman Imran Khan.

He made the remarks
on private show ‘Live with
Adil Shahzeb’ on Tuesday
night. When asked by the
host whether Nawaz was
disqualified to bring Imran,
Aleem said: “Yes, abso-
lutely.”

When pressed
whether the “then-estab-
lishment” had brought it
about, Aleem stated: Sev-
eral other people were in-
volved in it but the estab-
lishment played its part
too.

“We know that
Jehangir Khan Tareen was
disqualified so that Nawaz
gets disqualified,” he said,
adding that Jehangir Tareen
was also disqualified as a
result of those manoeuvres.

Aleem Khan was ap-
pointed the president of the
IPP — a splinter faction of

PTI loyalists who coa- |

lesced around Jahangir
Tareen in the wake of the
May 9 violence.

PM reiterates unflinching
support to Kashmiris on
Day of Accession to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif on Wednesday reit-
erated that without the just
and peaceful resolution of
the Kashmir dispute, South
Asia would never be able to
attain durable peace and un-
lock its true development
potential. On his Twitter
handle, the prime minister
said the government and the
people of Pakistan ex-
pressed their unflinching
support and solidarity with
the Kashmiris living in Pa-
kistan, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammuand Kash-

mir and elsewhere in the
world on the Day of Acces-
sion to Pakistan.

The Day marked the
adoption of a resolution by
the All Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim Conference at a
convention in Srinagar in
1947 that called for merging
Kashmir with Pakistan, he
added. “We strongly con-
demn the relentless Indian
persecution of Kashmiris &
grave violation of human
rights and call upon the UN
and international commu-
nity to ensure the imple-
mentation of the UN reso-
lutions,” he further added
in a tweet.

Terrorists used American

weapons in Zhob attack

QUETTA (Online): The facts related to terrorists who
were killed in Zhob area of Baluchistan have come to
light. American weapons and equipments were used by
terrorists in TTP% Zhob attack. Questions arose that: How
did modern weapons and uniforms reach theterrorists? The
terrorists had used weapons left by American armyin Afghani-
stan in Zhob attack area of Baluchistan.

5.56 mm Caliber, M16 assault rifles, modern helmet,
gloves, bag packs and uniforms were used against
Pakistan. It can be seen in the pictures that the attack-
ers who have been killed are dressed in American uni-

forms.

Even if heavy armed terrorists wear American uni-

forms they will die the death of cowardice. This is firm

commitment of the military leadership that this war will
continue tillthe complete elimination of the terrorists.
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Census & polls

As the nation begins to enter election mode, the
rulers have made it clear that the next polls will be
based on the 2017 census. While this decision has
been decried by some government allies, such as
the MQM, the inconvenient truth is that this late in
the day, the government has little choice — mainly
because of its own lethargy — but to hold polls as
per the 2017 numbers. Any other option may end up
delaying elections, which is unacceptable.

The federal law minister announced on Mon-
day that “if” the seventh census is not approved
then constituencies will be drawn up on the basis
of the previous head count’s figures. This is largely
a foregone conclusion as the legal and constitu-
tional process of notifying the latest census and
delimiting new constituencies would clash with the

electoral time line.

Some media reports on Tuesday indicated that
the National Assembly could be dissolved early,
though these were denied by the information minis-
ter. Regardless, elections would be due no laterthan

November.

This means there is not enough time to notify
the results, make the requisite constitutional amend-
ment, and delimit new constituencies.

Independent observers also concur that polls
will have to be held on the basis of the 2017 num-
bers. This is because even if the government noti-
fies the 2023 results today, it will have to amend the
Constitution under Article 51(3) and thereafter de-

limit new constituencies.

As mentioned, the government does not have
the time to carry out these legal processes, while a
caretaker set-up does not have the mandate to make
constitutional amendments. Therefore, despite the
reservations of the MQM, the fact is that there are
few good options other than holding polls based

on the 2017 numbers.

Of course, the rulers must shoulder the blame
for this predicament. Apart from resource alloca-
tion, updated census numbers are essential for the
democratic process, yet the multibillion-rupee exer-
cise will be of no utility in the upcoming polls.

When provisional census numbers had been
finalised two months ago, the government should
have gone ahead and notified the results so that
the legal process could have begun.

Perhaps the rulers feared they lacked the num-
bers in a rump parliament to make the requisite con-
stitutional changes. Because of this mismanage-
ment, voters in provinces where the population has
grown will not get increased representation in par-
liament. However, the fresh census controversy not-
withstanding, under no circumstances should the
polls be delayed any further. Already the Punjab and
KP caretakers are operating beyond their constitu-
tional tenures. This must not be replicated in Sindh,
Balochistan and the centre. The only way out of the
current quagmire is for free and fair polls to be held
on time, bringing in a new dispensation with a fresh

mandate to govem.

The strength within

- .

Muhamad
Mohsin Masood

The resilience of people
is awe-inspiring. In the
darkest of crannies and
nooks, the strength that
is within us can lead to
us to light. In individu-
als, that tiny flicker of
light can give rise to un-
precedented amounts of
courage, energy, kind-
ness and joy. In the lives
of nations, the resilience
of its peoples, if led
through the halls of prin-
ciple, can lead to toler-
ance, magnanimity, sta-
bility and democratic val-
ues. Unfortunately, in
Pakistan, we have an un-
charitable tendency to
discount much of the
suffering and the long-
term trauma that ordinary
individual citizens face.
It would be accurate to
say that the most ordi-
nary of people lead, in
the most ordinary of cir-
cumstances, the most ex-
traordinary of lives. It is
certainly most extraordi-
nary of them to face up
to a barrage of chal-
lenges such as terrorism,
poverty, the worsening
political and economic
stability, testing their re-
silience in everyday life.
One such challenge
which silently gnaws at
the heart of one in 10
menstruating women in
the world is endometrio-
sis. This disease which
affects some 200 million
women in the world liter-
ally eats into the very
insides of a person and
drains the physical and
mental strength with
which they face the
world.

Endometriosis is a
condition where tissue
similar to that found in
the lining of the womb
grows elsewhere in the
body, such as on the

ovaries and in the fallo-
pian tubes. Symptoms
can include lower abdo-
men or back pain, severe
pain during periods, pain
during intercourse,
bowel and bladder symp-
toms, and fertility prob-
lems. The symptoms can
vary for different women,
with some more severely
affected than others.

Endometriosis can
have a significant impact
on some women’s lives.
It is a debilitating condi-
tion characterised prima-
rily with intense pain
with no cure. The level
of pain can not only
cause fainting in those
living with endometrio-
sis but also take a men-
tal toll and can cause
complete paralysis in so-
cial and domestic func-
tioning. Yet, they are
there, living, working,
and existing with us in
our homes, social spaces
and workplaces.

The amount of en-
ergy that they expend on
just functioning and
adding to our productiv-
ity as a society is colos-
sal. Endometriosis is not
a rare disease in Pakistan,
it is estimated that some
25 per cent of all
laparoscopies done in
the country find traces
of endometriosis. A con-
dition that has such a
vast impact upon the
lives of such a huge
number of women needs
to be addressed. Yet, this
disease remains
shrouded because many
doctors are misinformed
about the disease; then
there is a major lack of
awareness, funding, re-
search into diagnosis
coupled with the cultural
silence and taboo around
women’s bodies, men-
strual cycles and health.

The resilience of pa-
tients of endometriosis
is not only to be admired
but should be taken as a
source of inspiration to
take action as a society
and state which at-
tempts to grant its citi-
zens the rights with
which they can enjoy a
safe, respectful and
healthy life. Yes, Paki-

stan does not have an
explicit right to health
enshrined in the Consti-
tution. We do, however,
have a jurisprudence de-
veloped around Articles
9 and 14 of the Constitu-
tion to guarantee the
right to healthcare to en-
sure the highest attain-
able standard of physi-
cal and mental health.
The Supreme Court has
recently stressed on the
availability of access to
all kinds of medical ser-
vices to everyone with-
out discrimination. En-
dometriosis and its
affectees on the other
hand remain under the ra-
dar and the shroud of
societal invi-sibility not
only denies them proper
healthcare but also rec-
ognition of their pain.
However, the state is
obligated under the dic-
tates of its moral and
political authority to
grant them not only that
recognition but also ca-
ter to and facilitate them
with its resources.

It is partly because
of this, that the US Con-
gress passed a law to get
funding into endometrio-
sis research programmes.
There is also the En-
dometriosis CARE Act of
2022 introduced in the
Congress attempting to
get more funding and
raise awareness and edu-
cation with respect to en-
dometriosis. Considering
that many are unaware of
endometriosis, such tar-
geted legislation is a
good starting point. In
Pakistan, we recently had
the 2020 Rights of Per-
sons with Disability
Act; however, en-
dometriosis is not con-
sidered a disability to
enable women to get
benefit of the legislation.
What is needed is re-
search backed by legis-
lation attempting to un-
derstand not only the
disease but also to
counter the multidi-
mensional barricades
that such women face
to properly realise their
right to health in com-
bating this disease. --
Courtesy Dawn

Masters of war

Mabhir Ali
The headlines from the
Nato summit that con-
cluded a week ago in the
Lithuanian capital mainly
reflected the prospect of
Swedish membership and,
more dramatically, the fail-
ure to invite Ukraine into
the fold. The petulant reac-
tion from Volodymyr
Zelensky suggested he
was counting on not an im-
mediate induction but at
least some kind of timetable.

Leading figures from
the British and US adminis-
trations indicated that they
expected a bit more grati-
tude from Kyiv. There is
some consternation among
Western political-military
elites that whenever
Zelensky thanks his West-
ern backers for their latest
shipment — or promise —
of lethal weaponry, he asks
for more.

For obvious reasons,
there was never any ques-
tion of Ukraine entering the
fold in the middle of a war,
but there was the possibil-
ity of announcing that it
would be able to join right
after it ended. That, in turn,
could have reduced the like-
lihood of Vladimir Putin
agreeing under any circum-
stances to any kind of truce.

Mind you, the Rus-
sian president has never so
much as hinted at the pos-
sibility of a ceasefire, and
his imperialist impulses ap-
pear undamaged in the
wake of the Wagner mutiny
and the consequent im-
pression of a weaker Krem-
lin. But then, the same goes
for the other side.

Even before Joe Biden
held out the promise of clus-
ter bombs — a particularly
pernicious weapon banned
by several Nato members
— the response to Russia’s
invasion has involved
pumping weapons into
Ukraine, mainly from the US

but also from others. Ger-
many advanced rapidly
from helmets to tanks, and
one of the less-publicised
achie-v-ements of the
Vilnius summit was an
agreement on training
Ukrainian pilots to fly F-
16s.

Those warplanes are
among the commitments
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
seeking for his own regime,
alongside Stockholm’s will-
ingness to turn its back on
the Kurds who have
sought refuge in Sweden,
as the price for agreeing to
Swedish membership of
Nato. He also wanted the
resumption of talks on Tur-
key joining the EU, even
though there is no short-
term prospect of accession.

Biden has also indi-
cated that the quality of
Ukrainian democracy re-
mains a concern, but that’s
hardly bothered Nato in the
past. Military coups in Tur-
key and Greece did not af-
fect their status, and ques-
tions could justifiably be
raised about the quality of
purported democracy in
countries such as Hungary
and Poland, not to mention
the US itself.

Following the birth of
Nato in the aftermath of
World War 11, its first secre-
tary general, Britain’s Lord
Ismay — who was born in
India, and served as military
secretary to colonial vice-
roy Lord Willingdon —
said that the military alli-
ance was intended to keep
“the Americans in, the
Russians out and the Ger-
mans down”. However, as
Grey Ander-son and Tho-
mas Meaney pointed out
in a New York Times col-
umn, Nato “was never pri-
marily concerned with ag-
gregating military power”,
as the divisions it fielded
would never have been
enough to repel a Soviet
ground invasion (which,
one might add, was never
contemplated in Mos-
cow). “Rather, it set out to
bind western Europe to a
far vaster project of a US-
led world order, in which
American  protection
served as a lever to ob-
tain concessions on other
issues, like trade and mon-

etary policy.”

“In that mission,”
they add, “it has proved
remarkably successful.”
There is talk now of a ‘glo-
bal Nato’, and putative
‘Indo-Pacific 4’ partners
— Japan, South Korea,
Australia and New
Zealand were all
present at Vilnius, as they
were at Madrid last year.
The potential adversary,
in this case, is China.

No challenge to
American hegemony can
be tolerated, and Nato has
never been much more
than an instrument for that
mindset, primarily in Eu-
rope — including its bom-
bardment of the Balkans
in the 1990s — but also in
territories from Afghani-
stan to Libya. It leaves a
trail of mass destruction
wherever it goes, and the
project of making the
world safe for capitalism
has not been a particular
success outside Europe.

None of the above is
intended to suggest that
Russia or China is on the
right track. The monu-
mental folly of invading
Ukraine will haunt Russia
long after Putin perishes,
by natural causes or oth-
erwise, and Xi Jinping’s
‘Chinese dream’ could
turn out to be a nightmare
for plenty of less power-
ful nations, but also for
China itself. Yet the pros-
pect of entrenching US
neo-imperialism more
widely is much like add-
ing fossil fuel to the fire
while the world experi-
ences some of its hottest
days in thousands of

years.
Anthropogenic cli-
mate change has

brought humanity to
the brink of self-annihi-
lation. Egged on by the
masters of war — exco-
riated by Bob Dylan 60
years ago shortly after
Dwight Eisenhower’s
warning against the
military-industrial com-
plex, which remains
dedicated to profiting
from the economies of
conflict — misanthropic
militarism could push
us over the cliff. --
Courtesy Dawn

Commerce News

ADB maintains growth forecast
for Asia and the Pacific at 4.8%

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) is maintaining
its growth outlook for
developing economies in
Asia and the Pacific at 4.8
percent this year, as robust
domestic demand
continues to support the
region’s recovery.
Inflation is expected
to continue falling,
approaching pre-pandemic
levels as fuel and food
prices decline, According
to the Asian Development
Outlook (ADO) for July
2023 released by the ADB
on Wednesday.Growth in
Pakistan in FY2023 (ended

30 June 2023) was weighed
down by tighter monetary
and fiscal policies to
safeguard macroeconomic
stability, pervasive
inflation, and significant
damage from flooding.The
ADO April 2023
projection for Pakistan in
FY2024 assumes that the
government will continue
reform asrecommended by
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) under a new
policy-support program
approved on  July
12.Inflation in developing
Asia is forecast at 3.6
percent  this  year,
compared with April

forecast of 4.2 percent.

The inflation outlook
for 2024, meanwhile, is
raised to 3.4 percent from
an earlier estimate of 3.3
percent, it added.The
reopening of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC)
is bolstering the region’s
growth. The PRC’s
economy is projected to
expand 5.0 percent this
year, unchanged from the
April forecast, amid strong
domestic demand in the
services sector.However,
demand for developing
Asia’s exports  of
electronics and other
manufactured goods is

o 0

slowing, as monetary
tightening drags on
economic activity in major
advanced economies.

The region’s growth
forecast for next year is
marginally revised down to
4.7 percent from 4.8
percent estimate in April.

“Asia and the Pacific
continue to recover from
the pandemic at a steady
pace,” said ADB Chief
Economist Albert Park.
“Domestic demand and
services activity are driving
growth, while many
economies are also
benefiting from a strong
recovery in tourism.

%

regarding the ongoing SOE reforms.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review the progress

Mr: Young Ye, called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, at Finance Division, Islamabad

No additional tax being imposed
on agriculture sector income: Bilal

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to Prime
Minister on Economy and
Energy Bilal Azhar Kayani
on Wednesday
categorically said that the
government had no plan to
impose additional tax on
income of agriculture
sector.

Addressing a news
conference here, he said it
was unfortunate that those
who pushed the country to
the verge of default were
now attempting to dent the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme.

He expressed firm
resolve that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) would continue
to take the country’s
journey towards economic
stability and progress
forward after coming into

power in the next general

elections.
He mentioned that the
government had

successfully entered into a
nine-month Stand-By-
Agreement (SBA) with
IMF, which was the result
of the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s dedicated
efforts that received
overwhelming support
from the entire nation.
One significant
indicator of the country’s
economic growth was
observed on July 3 when
the Pakistan stock
exchange experienced a
remarkable increase of 2446
points, with the index
surpassing the 45,000
mark. This positive
development was well-
received by the business
and trading communities,

signifying their confidence
in the government’s
economic policies, he
added.

Kayani highlighted
that Fitch, a renowned
credit rating agency, also
improved Pakistan’s rating
from minus CCC © to
‘+CCC’ further bolstering
the nation’s economic
position.

Acknowledging the
concerns surrounding loans
acquired from the IMF, the
Prime Minister himself
acknowledged the
necessity of such measures
for Pakistan’s economic
well-being. As a result, the
country’s foreign reserves
increased, and exchange
rate stability has been
achieved, effectively
eliminating the threats of
default.

SBP designates
domestic systemically
important banks for 2023

KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan on
Wednesday announced the
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks for the
year 2023 under D-SIBs
framework aimed at further
strengthening risk
management capacities and
resilience against shocks.
According to a
statement issued here, the
central bank has designated
National Bank of Pakistan
(NBP), Habib Bank
Limited (HBL)and United
Bank Limited (UBL) as D-
SIBs for the year 2023 after
carrying out the annual
assessment based on
banks’ financials as of

December 31, 2022 in line
with D-SIBs framework.

In addition to the
implementation of the
enhanced supervisory
requirements, the
designated banks have to
follow additional Common
Equity Tier-1 (CET-1)
capital requirements
according to the specified
bucket. The NBP has been
assigned bucket D with 2.5
percent additional CET-1
requirement, the HBL has
been placed in bucket C
with 1.5 percent additional
CET-1 requirement and
UBL in bucket A with 0.5
percent additional CET-1
requirement.

SM Tanveer chairs 123"
PSIC board meeting

Independent Report
LAHORECaretaker
Provincial Minister for
Industry and Commerce
SM Tanveer chaired the
123 Board of
Directors (BoD)
meeting of Punjab Small
Industries Corporation
(PSIC) to discuss 14
agenda items here on
Wednesday.

The BoD approved
the PSIC budget of Rs
5.1 billion for the
financial year 2023-24,

besides taking important
decisions to expedite
industrialisation. It was
decided to give a final
chance to those who have
not yet established
industries on vacant plots
in industrial estates.

The plot owner
would have to fulfill
obligations in the first
month, submit a plan
within three months, and
start construction within
the following three
months.

PM directs for swift reforms in
loss-making state-owned enterprises

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
directed the relevant
authorities to introduce
reforms on priority basis
in the state-owned
enterprises (SOEs)
inflicting loss to the
national exchequer.

The prime minister,
who chaired a meeting to
review the reforms in the
SOEs, instructed to ensure
the transparency in the
process of outsourcing the
services as well as public-

private partnership.

He said the
government would ensure
that  the  caretaker
government carried forward
the policies of the national
interest to achieve
consistent progress.

The prime minister
said the government was
taking all-out measures to
uplift the working of
institutions at par with
internationalstandards and
provide the best facilities
to the masses.

In the briefing, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
was told that the reforms
process of the SOEs was
going on swiftly.

It was told that
government would ensure
the inclusion of experts in
the boards of the SOEs to
establish modern systems
and provide Dbetter
facilities.

The prime minister
was briefed on the
performance indicators of the
institutions as well as the
corporations and the ongoing
reforms process there.

Ambassador
of Pakistan
to Ethiopia
visits SCCI

SIALKOT (APP):
Ambassador of Pakistan to
Ethiopia Atif Sharif on
‘Wednesday visited the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI). During the
meeting, VP SCCI Amer
Majeed Sheikh emphasized
the need to improve the
current tradevolume between
the two countries. The
meeting was aimed to
strengthen bilateral trade
relations and explore business
opportunities. The vice
president shared the potential
of*“Made in Sialkot” products
in the Ethiopian market as
well as ways to enhance trade
and economic cooperation.

PTCL group posts 26.8%
revenue growth in 6 months

ISLAMABAD  (APP):
Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL)
revenue has jumped to Rs 90.9
billion postinga growth of 26.8
per cent during the first six
months of the current year
compared to the
corresponding period.

The financial results for
six months were announced
during the Board of Directors’
meetingheld inIslamabad here
on Wednesday, said a news
release. Throughout the first
half 02023, PTCL Group has
sustained its momentum,
further solidifying its position
as the leading integrated
telecom service provider in
Pakistan.“This substantial
increase in revenueis primarily

attributed to the exceptional
performance across multiple
segments, including fixed
broadband, mobile data,
business solutionsand banking
services.”

PTCL achieved 17.2 per
cent revenue growth over the
same period last year in the
fixed broadband business. The
Company further
strengthened its flagship
FTTH brand, ‘Flash Fiber’ by
achieving significant net
subscriber additions through
exceptional customer
experiences and aggressive
expansion ofthefiber network
across the country which
played a vital role in achieving
asignificant increase in FTTH
revenue by 106.5 per cent.
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CM directs

Admin to immediately
complete rainwater
drainage operation

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi on
Wednesday directed the au-
thorities concerned with the
district administration to
utilize all available re-
sources and immediately
complete the rainwater
drainage operation.
According to a district
administration spokesman,
the chief minister had is-
sued special instructions to
Rescue-1122, PDMA and
the district administration

directing them to ensure
immediate drainage of wa-
ter in low-lying areas of
Rawalpindi following
heavy rain on Tuesday
night. The CM said that im-
mediate actions should be
taken on an emergency ba-
sis for drainage of rainwa-
ter.

The officers of the ad-
ministration and related in-
stitutions should remain in
the field until the drainage
work is completed, he or-
dered.

EAD: esid(;,nts 6f'f‘ariﬂo J am- are old-

ing protest demonstration againsthigh handedness
of influent people, at Hyderabad press club.

Special medical facilities to
be provided to participants
of Muharram processions

LAHORE (APP): Care-
taker Punjab Health Min-
ister Dr Javed Akram on
Wednesday directed to
provide the best medical
facilities to participants of
the processions during
Muharram-ul-Haram.

In the directions issued
here, the minister said that
special arrangements would
be made to provide medical
facilities in government
teaching hospitals on 9th
and 10th Muharram. He
said that special beds would
be allocated in government
teaching hospitals during
Muharram, adding that
duty roster of indoor, op-
eration theaters and phar-
macies would be issued. In
all government teaching
hospitals, paramedical staff

including medical, nursing,
paramedical and support
staff will perform 24-hour
duties. He said that during
Muharram, security staff
would perform 24-hour
duties in government teach-
ing hospitals.

Dr. Javed Akram
added that during
Muharram, the availability
of medicines, vaccines, [V
fluids, surgicaland non-sur-
gical disposables and blood
bags would be ensured in
government teaching hospi-
tals. He said that operation
theaters of all government
teaching hospitals would
remain fully operational
during Muharram, adding,
ambulances with trained
staff would also be avail-
able in the hospitals.

PESHAWAR: A delegation of public representatives of District KhyberTehsil Bara meting with Khyber
Pakhutnkhawa Haji GhulamAli.

Govt sends Pakistanis abroad for
employment after signing MoUs
with foreign countries: Sajid Tori

PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for
OverseasePakistanis and
Human Resource Develop-
ment, Sajid Husain Tori
here Wednesday said the
government was sending
Pakistanis abroad for em-
ployment after signing
proper MoUs and agree-
ments with foreign coun-
tries to ensure their jobs
security and dignified stay
there.

The Minister said that

under proper agreements
and MoUs, the skilled and
semi-skilled workforce of
Pakistan were being sent to
different countries for em-
ployment to earn valuable
foreign exchange for the
country.

“People are not going
by themselves but rather
being sent abroad under
proper MoUs and agree-
ments signed with 16 dif-
ferent countries to ensure
their jobs security and dig-

nified stay in these states,”
he said.

The federal minister
said that up till now, MoUs
were signed with about 16
countries for abroad em-
ployment to Pakistanis and
some moreagreements were
under consideration.

The Minister said vo-
cational education and pro-
fessional training were im-
perative for the sustainable
progress and development
of the country.

“Without quality edu-
cation and vocational train-
ing to youth, the country’s
development seemed diffi-
cult and collective efforts
were required to promote
technical education in all
areas of Pakistan,” he said.

He expressed these
views during separate meet-
ings of officers and focal
persons at the regional of-
fice of the Overseas Paki-
stan Foundation (OPF),
Peshawar.

IG police pins
badges to
promoted

officials

FAISALABAD (APP): In-
spector General Police
Punjab Dr Usman Anwar
visited on Wednesday and
pinned badges to promoted
officials at the Police Lines.

Regional Police Of-
ficer Dr Muhammad Abid
Khan, City Police Officer
Usman Akram Gondal, SSP
Operation and other offic-
ers were also present. The
IG congratulated the pro-
moted staff and directed
them to perform their new
responsibilities with dedi-
cation and honestly. He said
the police department was
using allavailable resources
for welfare of families of
the policemen.

Iranian Consul:

China Window can help promote
Pak-Iran people to people ties

PESHAWAR (APP): Ira-
nian Consul General in
Peshawar, Ali
Banafshekhah, Wednesday
said the China’s cultural
center set up in Peshawar
could play an effective role
in promoting people-to-
people relations between
Pakistan and Iran, besides
its main objective of further
strengthening Pak-China
friendship.

He expressed these
views during his visit to
China Window, a center for
promotion of Chinese cul-
ture and information in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The Iranian diplomat
took round of different sec-

tions of China Window,
singed the Friendship Wall
and penned down his re-
marks in Guests Book.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ali Banafshekhah said
on one side Pakistan and
China had strong friendly
relations, and on the other
Iran and Pakistan also had
very cordial brotherly rela-
tions. He said he was of the
beliefthat with exchange of
delegations from both the
countries, “our people-to-
people relations will be-
come more intact and
strong”.

Both China Window
and Khana-e-Farhang Iran
could jointly play an effec-

tive role in the promotion
ofhistoric relations and cul-
ture of three countries, he
suggested.

The consul general
said he was working on ar-
ranging visits of Iranian del-
egations to Pakistan and in
the same way the people
from different walks of
lives from Peshawar should
visit their brotherly Iranian
country.

He termed the estab-
lishment of China Window
awelcoming decision which
would help share informa-
tion among the people about
the socio-economic ben-
efits of China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor in Pakistan.

PPP leaders capable
to run country’s affairs
in better way: Inqilabi

PESHAWAR (APP):
Deputy Secretary Informa-
tion Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter
Gohar Inqilabi expressed
optimism to win the next
general elections.

In a statement is-
sued here, he said that
the party is fully ca-
pable to run the affairs
of the country in a bet-
ter manner and steering
it out of the prevailing
crises.

has prepared a master plan
to make Pakistan a pros-
perous, green and devel-
oped country by providing
all basic amenities of life to
the people of cities, towns
and villages across the
country.

Hesaid thatafter com-
ing into power in 2008, it
did the historic feat of the
18th Constitutional

Amendment and guaran-
teed rights to the people
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and other small federating
units.
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KARACHI: A largenumbers of v

ehicles-.stuckin

traffic jam due to negligence of traffic police staffs
and illegal parking, at Liaquatabad in Karachi.

Hearing of petition filed by
Pervez against grant of his
physical remand adjourned

LAHORE (Online): With-
out proceeding further,
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has adjourned till August 12
hearing of the petition
against decision regarding
physical remand of former
Chief Minister (CM)
Punjab Pervez Elahi.

The petition came up
for hearing before single
bench of LHC led by Jus-
tice Shehram Sarwar
Wednesday. Anti corrup-
tion authorities and others
have been made respon-
dents in the petition.

The court had sum-
moned the lawyers for ar-
guments on appeal of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi.

The LHC has already
suspended the sessions
court decision for present-
ing Chaudhry Pervez Elahi
for physical remand again.

The petitioner has

taken the plea judicial mag-
istrate refused to grant
physical remand of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi to
anti corruption authorities.
Judicial magistrate sent
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi to
jailon judicial remand.

Anti corruption chal-
lenged the decision of
magistrate in sessions
court. It was further said
in the petition that the
court nullified the deci-
sion ofjudicial magistrate
for not granting physical
remand of Chaudhry
Pervez Elahi. Sessions
court gave illegal decision
of granting physical re-
mand of Chaudhry Pervez
Elahi.

The petitioner re-
quested the court to nullify
the decision of granting
physical remand by ses-
sions court.

International News

Turkiye, Qatar to enhance
bilateral relations after
Erdogan visit

Monitoring Desk
DOHA: Turkiye and
Qatar agreed to further
boost bilateral ties in vari-
ous fields, according to a
joint statement issued af-
ter President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to
the Gulf country.

“On the basis of our
strategic relations and bilat-
eral cooperation in the po-
litical, diplomatic, eco-
nomic and commercial
fields, and in line with the
directives of the wise lead-
ers of the two countries, we
are determined to continue
our joint efforts to coordi-
nate in various fields to en-
sure the continuity of the
strengthening of bilateral
relations for the benefit of

the two brotherly countries
and peoples.”

The Turkish and
Qatari foreign ministers
signed the declaration dur-
ing Erdogan’s visit to Qatar,
marking a half-century
since the establishment of
diplomatic ties.

“We are pleased to
celebrate the S0™ anniver-
sary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations be-
tween the Republic of
Turkiye and the State of
Qatar in 2023,” it said.
“Turkiye-Qatar relations
have undergone a qualitative
transformation since (their)
establishment in 1973 until
(they) reached the stage of
strategic partnership.” The
declaration also stressed

that Turkiye-Qatar rela-
tions reflect “deep-rooted”
historical ties built on po-
litical and social founda-
tions. “The current strate-
gic partnership between
the Republic of Turkiye
and the State of Qatar is
fruitful at all levels, and the
two countries have similar
approaches on most re-
gional and international is-
sues,” it added.

Economic and com-
mercial cooperation be-
tween the two countries
has witnessed steady
growth over the past few
years, it added.

Qatari Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
welcomed Erdogan with an
official ceremony.

An American economist is getting
a top EU job. France’s Macron
isn’t happy about it

Monitoring Desk
BRUSSELS: With French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron insisting the European
Union needs more strategic
independence, he seemed
decidedly piqued on Tues-
day over the EU head
office’s plans to hire an
American expert as its chief
competition economist.

“Is there really no great
European researcher with aca-
demic qualificationsthat could
do this job?”” Macron asked
atasummitof EUleaders with

parts. In a bloc of some 450
million people, “is there no
one in the 27 member states
that has a researcher good
enough to advise the (Euro-
pean) Commission? Thatisa
real question mark,” Macron
said. The EU’sexecutive com-
mission announced last week
that ithad appointed Yale eco-
nomics professor Fiona Scott
Morton as chief competition
economist in its department
tasked with ensuring that “all
companies compete equally
and fairly on their merits
within the single market.

Kenyan protesters
hurl rocks at police
as three-day tax

protests begin

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: Kenyan protest-
ers hurled rocks at police,
which responded with vol-
leys of tear gas, in skirmishes
in the country’s major cities
on Wednesday as three days
ofdemonstrationsagainst high
costs of living and tax hikes
kicked off. Two water-cannon
trucks and dozens of riot po-
lice were stationed at the en-
trance to the Kibera
neighbourhood in Nairobi,
where protesters burned tires
andengaged inrunning battles
with security forces.

their Latin American counter-
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Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin

Hamad Al-Thani attend a welcoming ceremony in Doha, Qatar.

Russia strikes critical port facilities in
Odesa after Kremlin halts grain deal

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russia unleashed
intense drone and missile
attacks overnight Wednes-
day, damaging critical port
infrastructure in southern
Ukraine, including grain and
oil terminals, and wound-
ing at least 12 people, offi-
cials said.

The bombardment
crippled significant parts of
export facilities in Odesa
and nearby Chornomorsk
and destroyed 60,000 tons
of grain, according to
Ukraine’s Agriculture Min-
istry.

It came days after
President Vladimir Putin
pulled Russiaout of'its par-
ticipation in the Black Sea

Grain Initiative, a wartime
deal that enabled Ukraine’s
exports to reach many
countries facing the threat
ofhunger.

It also followed a vow
by Putin to retaliate against
Kyiv for an attack Monday
on the crucial Kerch Bridge
linking Russia with the
Crimean Peninsula, which
the Kremlin illegally an-
nexed in 2014.

The Agriculture Min-
istry, citing experts, esti-
mated it would take a year
to restore the damaged fa-
cilities.

The destroyed grain
was supposed to have been
loaded onto a vessel and
sent through the grain cor-

ridor two months ago, the
statement said.

“Such attacks by Rus-
sian terrorists are not only
affecting our country but
also global stability,” Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said during a
briefing with the visiting
Irish prime minister in
Kyiv. He said Ukraine
needs more anti-aircraft de-
fense systems to protect
the port.

Zelenskyy said his
government is trying to find
a way to maintain a corri-
dor to keep grain exports
flowing despite Russia’s
decision to abandon the
dealbrokered with the U.N.
and Turkey.

Kremlin says it did not
tell S.Africa that Putin
arrest would mean war

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia did not
tell South Africa that arrest-
ing President Vladimir Putin
on an arrest warrant from
the International Criminal
Court (ICC) would mean
“war”, the Kremlin said on
Wednesday.

Shortly after the
Kremlin’s comments, South
Africasaid that Putin would
not attend a summit of the
BRICS group of nations in
South Africa in August “by
mutual agreement.” The
ICC has accused Putin

and his children’s com-
missioner Maria Lvova-
Belova of the war crime
of deporting children
from Ukraine to Russia,
something Moscow re-
jects as false. A local court
submission published on
Tuesday had shown that
South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa had
asked permission from the
ICC not to arrest Putin in
the context of the BRICS
summit because to do so
would amount to a decla-
ration of war.

At least 16 killed
by suspected
electrocution in
north Indian state

Monitoring Desk
LUCKNOW: At least 16
people were killed and an-
other six injured in a sus-
pected case of electrocution
in the north Indian state of
Uttarakhand on Wednesday
morning, government offi-
cials said. The incident took
place inside a sewage treat-
ment plant established in the
Himalayan state’s Chamoli
district as part of a flagship
programme of the federal
govemment that focuses on
conserving the river Ganga.

South Africa says Putin will skip
a summit next month because
of his ICC arrest warrant

Monitoring Desk
CAPE TOWN: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
will not attend the BRICS
economic summit in
Johannesburg next month,
the office of South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
said in a statement Wednes-
day. The decision means
South Africa will not face
the dilemma of whether it
should carry out an Inter-
national Criminal Court ar-
rest warrant against the
Russian leader.

South Africa is a sig-
natory to the treaty that
created the ICC and would
have been obliged under
that to arrest Putin, al-
though the country had
given strong hints that it

L SN, . :
Australian sailor Timothy Lindsay Shaddock, 54,
who went adrift with his dog Bella over two months

would have likely not ex-
ecuted the arrest warrant.
But Wednesday’s an-
nouncement allows South
Africa to avoid the problem
and comes after Ramaphosa
spoke with Putin by tele-
phone in recent days. The
decision for Putin not to at-
tend was by “mutual agree-
ment,” Ramaphosa’s office
said. Russia will instead be
represented at the Aug 22-24
summit by Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov. The BRICS
economic bloc is made up of
Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Afiica. South Af-
ricahad invited the leaders of
the other four countries to the
summit before Putin’s arrest
warrant was issued by the

ICC in March.

speaks during a welcoming ceremony in his honor
after being rescued by a Mexican tuna trawler, in

Manzanillo, Mexico.

North Korea fires two missiles
after U.S. submarine
arrives in S.Korea

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: North Korea
launched two ballistic mis-
siles eastward early on
Wednesday, Japan’s and
South Korea’s militaries
said, just hours after a U.S.
ballistic missile submarine
arrived in a South Korean
port for the first time in four
decades.

Both of the missiles
appeared to have fallen
outside Japan’s exclusive
economic zone, the Japa-
nese Defence Ministry said.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JCS)
called on the North to

cease such launches.

“We strongly con-
demn North Korea’s suc-
cessive ballistic missile
launches as grave pro-
vocative acts that under-
mine the peace and sta-
bility of the Korean Pen-
insula as well as the in-
ternational community,
and are a clear violation
of U.N. Security Council
resolutions,” the JCS said
in a statement.

The U.S. military said
it was aware of the missile
launches and was consult-
ing closely with its allies
and partners.
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Women’s political inclusion
vital for stable democracy,
proactive Parliament: Raja

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Assembly Speaker
Raja Pervez Ashraf on
Wednesday said no society
could develop without in-
clusion and active partici-
pation of women in all
spheres of life.

The political inclusion
of women was imperative
for a stable democracy and
proactive Parliament as
those societies remained
backward and underdevel-
oped where they were not
encouraged and promoted,
he said while addressing the
closing ceremony of the
two-day ‘Roundtable of
Political Parties on
Women’s Manifesto”, orga-
nized by the Women Par-
liamentary Caucus ( WPC)
in collaboration with the
UN Women.

The NA speaker said
the Pakistani women were
talented and taking active

ISLAMABAD: Speake National Assembly Raja Perv

part in politics. The women
parliamentarians had been
on the forefront and proac-
tive in the legislative pro-
cess.

He said the Constitu-
tion discouraged gender-
based discrimination. He
also said that women em-
powerment should be cen-
tral goal of manifestos of all
political parties.

Raja Pervezsaid stable
politics and a strong Parlia-
ment were interlinked with
political empowerment of
women. “Women comprise
more than 50 percent of
population and their repre-
sentation in politics will
strengthen the Parliament
and democracy,” he added.

He felicitated the or-
ganizers on holding a suc-
cessful roundtable confer-
ence and appreciated the
consensus evolved on its
manifesto.

WPC Secretary
Shahida Rehmani, in her re-
marks, said the Caucus had
always been at the forefront
to legislate for protection of
fundamental women’s
rights.

She said the political
participation of women
was vital for the country’s
progress and development,
and all political parties were
in unison to represent
women at every political
forum.

Shahida Rehmani said
empowerment of women
and ensuring their partici-
pation in Next 16th Na-
tional Assembly was essen-
tial for their economic and
social empowerment.

Freeha Omar, UN
Women Representative in
Pakistan, said the political
participation of women
was pivotal for empower-

.

oo W 3
ez Ashrafaddressing

the closing ceremony of Roundtable of Political Parties on Women’s Mani-
festo 2023 organized by WPC.

President for further
strengthening economic,
cultural ties with Jordan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday said that Paki-
stan wanted to further
deepen its ties with Jordan
in areas of trade, economy,
culture and defense.

The president, talking
to outgoing Ambassador of
Jordan to Pakistan Ambas-
sador Ibrahim Yala Al
Madani, who called on him,
said that Pakistan enjoyed
excellent fraternal relations
with Jordan based on com-
mon culture and history.

He emphasized the
need forenhancing coopera-
tion with Jordan in the eco-
nomic and commercial
fields for the mutual ben-
efit of the two brotherly
countries.

He called for political,
cultural and educational ex-
changes to bring the two
brotherly countries further
closer.

President Alvi appre-
ciated Jordan’s peace ef-
forts and support to the
Palestine issue through po-
litical and diplomatic
means. He reaffirmed
Pakistan’s steadfast sup-
port to the people of Pal-
estine for their inalienable
right to self-determination.

Expressing deep con-
cern over the rising inci-
dents of Islamophobia, the
president emphasized the
need for taking effective
measures by the interna-
tional community to pre-
vent such incidents. He
stated that there was a
growing need to promote
interfaith harmony, toler-
ance and mutual respect for
each other’s religion. The
president appreciated the
efforts made by the outgo-
ing ambassador for improv-
ing bilateral cooperation
during his stay in Pakistan.

NSFC-PSF invites joint
proposals for research
& development projects

ISLAMABAD (APP):
National Natural Science
Foundation of China
(NSFC) and Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation (PSF) have
invited universities, re-
search centres and institu-
tions to submit joint pro-
posals for Research and
Development projects, as
per a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
signed between institu-
tions.

According to an offi-
cial of PSF, the call for Pro-
posals for Joint Research
and Development Projects
with National Natural Sci-
ence Foundation of China
(NSFC) is open in the pri-
ority areas including Green
technologies (mainly focus-
ing development of green
sources of energy generation
which may have industrial
implications);
Nanotechnology (based on
the socioeconomic needs of
Pak-China) and Computing
sciences (Limited to Aug-
mented/Virtual reality, Ar-
tificial Intelligence, Quan-
tum Computing).

About the guidelines
for proposal submission,
the official informed that
Chinese and Pakistani sci-
entists should come to an
agreement with each other
using their own means of
communications and jointly
develop and complete their
project proposal before
submitting it to NSFC and
PSF. NSFCand PSF do not
match the collaborating
partners. Chinese or Paki-
stani Collaborator or part-
ner should necessarily be
identified in each submitted
Joint Research Project Pro-
posal submitted individu-
ally from any side without
Chinese or Pakistani col-
laborator or partner willnot
be processed further. Joint
Research and Development
Project must be basic or ap-
plied research with strong
implications for the devel-
opment of Industry, Tech-
nology, Process, Tech-
niques, Prototype, Com-
mercialization and In-
novation, leading to socio-
economic uplift of both
countries.

Alvi appoints
AG Pabad,
FPSC Chairman

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
approved appointment of
Ayaz Shaukat Advocate as
Advocate General (AG)
Islamabad while Captain
(retd) Shahid Ashraf Tarrar
was appointed as Chair-
man of Federal Public Ser-
vice Commission (FPSC)
with immediate effect.

The president also
approved resignation of
Jahangir Khan Jadoon from
the office of Advocate Gen-
eral Islamabad with effect
from July 14.
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr. ArifAlviin a group photo with the participants of the 37th Mid-Career Management Course, Quetta,

at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Imam Hussain (RA)’s sacrifice an immortal reminder
about fighting oppression, upholding truth: President

PM urges countrymen to promote tolerance, social justice

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
said that the invaluable
sacrifice of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (RA) is an im-
mortal reminder about
challenging the oppression
and injustice, and stand-
ing firm to uphold truth.

He said the new Is-
lamic year is a reminder
that the strength of the
nation lies in unity and
harmony.

“With a united ap-
proach, we can overcome
any challenge and make
the future of our coming
generations bright,” he
said, in his message to the
nation on the advent of
new Islamic year 1445
Hijrah.

President Alvi em-

phasized the need for
mainstreaming all seg-
ments of society and pro-
viding them a level-play-
ing field.

The president said
new Islamic year has a
great significance for the
Muslims all over the
world and reminds of the
immense sacrifices ren-
dered by their forefathers.

“On this day, we
make a pledge to follow
the life and teachings of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him) and
implement these in our
lives,” he said. He said
compassion, justice, unity
and kindness are the ethos
of Islamic culture and are
important to promote
harmony and prosperity

in the society.

The president said
Muharram as the first
month of the Islamic cal-
endar guides a Muslim to
refresh his spiritual jour-
ney of life. He said it re-
lates to the month when
Hazrat Imam Hussain
(RA), the grandson of
Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and his compan-
ions sacrificed their lives in
thebattle of Karbala. Against
oppression, thehistoric event
of Karbala is an example
of undeterred courage,
sacrifice and steadfast-
ness, he added.

Meanwhile on the
advent of the new Islamic
year on Wednesday, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
urged countrymen to

Senator Talha unvelils plan for
reduction in next year’s Hajj expenses

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony, Senator
Muhammad Talha
Mahmood, on Wednesday
revealed that next year’s
Hajj expenses could be sig-
nificantly reduced by up to
fifty percent due to timely
measures taken by the gov-
ernment.

Addressing the Paki-
stan Citizens Forum’s
event held to appreciate his
unwavering efforts to pro-
vide ease and comfort to
pilgrims throughout this
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diq Saj rani adressing as chiefguest at the “Pakistan Humanitarian

spiritual journey here in
Islamabad Club, the min-
ister emphasized the im-
portance of providing af-
fordable Hajj during infla-
tionary times, considering
it a vital service to the pil-
grims.

On this occasion, Sena-
tor Talha expressed his ap-
preciation for the com-
mendableservices rendered
by the Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques, King
Salman bin Abdulaziz, and
his Crown Prince,
Mohammed bin Salman,
for their generous support
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ForumAnnual Report 2022 launch event” in Islamabad.

in facilitating this year’s
Hajj arrangements.

The gathering was
graced by esteemed digni-
taries, including former
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Har-
mony, Sardar Muhammad
Yousaf and Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs,
Murtaza Javed Abbasi,
who served as the guest of
honor. Professor Sajjad
Qamar, President of Paki-
stan Citizens Forum, and
Secretary Mohsin Khan
Abbasi were also present
at the occasion.
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Traffic police
arranges
road safety

workshop

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Islamabad Traffic Police
Education Wing organized
a one-day road safety
workshop for the drivers of
the COMSATS University
Islamabad.

More than 15 Public
Service Vehicles (PSV) driv-
ers participated in the
workshop, where they
were educated about road
safety and traffic laws.
The drivers appreciated
the initiative by the traf-
fic police.

The staff of the Edu-
cation Wing also provided
awareness to the partici-
pants about the benefits of
seat belt usage, the dangers
of using mobile phones
while driving, the hazards
of overspeeding, lane vio-
lations, overloading, and
other traffic laws.

Chief Traffic Officer
Dr Syed Mustafa Tanveer
said that true humans care
about their own and others’

RAWALPINI: Vehicles passing through rain water accumulated on road

during torrential rain since last night.

lives and property.

400 projects worth over
$330m benefited beyond
21.2 min people including

flood affectees: PHF

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Humanitarian
Forum (PHF) Annual Re-
port launched here on
Wednesday unveiled its
progress throughout the
year highlighting that its
member organizations
(INGOs) implemented
400 projects throughout
Pakistan including
AJ&K and Gilgit
Baltistan with a dedi-
cated 296 projects pro-
viding humanitarian as-
sistance, particularly in
response to 2022 floods,
and 104 focused on devel-
opment interventions.
These initiatives,
worth over $330 million,
benefited more than 21.2
million people across the
country emphasizing the
importance of long-term
recovery and efforts.

Pakistan Humanitar-
ian Forum (PHF) serves as
an independent and regis-
tered organization, acting as
a voice for international
non-governmental organi-
zations (INGOs) in their
engagements and coordina-
tion with the Government
of Pakistan, UN agencies,
humanitarian actors, and
civil society organizations.
It represents 42 INGOs
and 8 affiliate members, in-
cluding the National Hu-
manitarian Network
(NHN), Médecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF), and
IFRC/ICRC in Pakistan.

In his opening remarks
Country Coordinator, PHF
Syed Shahid Kazmi pro-
vided a brief overview of
the forum and its efforts in
compiling the annual re-
port.

PM’s Taskforce, diplomats
visit Bhamala Stupa

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister’s Taskforce
on Gandhara Tourism,
headed by its Chairman Dr.
Ramesh Kumar Vankwani
along with diplomats
Wednesday visited the his-
torical Bhamala Stupa a
Buddhist Site near Haripur
to highlight Gandhara heri-
tage and promote religious
tourism in Pakistan.

Dr Ramesh Kumar
with the status of Minister
of State, has arranged a se-
ries of visits every Wednes-
day to promote sacred sites
and monuments built dur-
ing the Gandhara era.

Bhamala stupa and
monastery is situated in the
scenic valley of Khanpur at

the gateway of Khanpur
dam. The visiting delegates
comprised diplomats of
various countries,
Gandhara Heritage experts,
other dignitaries and mem-
bers of the media. Speaking
on the occasion, Dr Ramesh
Kumar said this series of
visits is showing keen in-
terest of diplomats and for-
eigners towards Gandhara
heritage sites in Pakistan.
There is huge poten-
tial for Gandharaheritage in
Pakistan, said Vankwani,
calling upon the renowned
hotel chains to show inter-
est in opening their
branches or portable hotels
near popular scenic
Gandhara Tourism points.

AIOU strives
to promote
skill-based

education

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Training the youth is the
need of the hour for the de-
velopment of country, said
Vice Chancellor, Allama
Iqbal Open
University (AIOU), Prof.
Dr. Nasir Mahmood on
Wednesday.

While chairing the
consultation meeting held
regarding Middle/Matric
(Tech) programs, VC
AIOU said that Allama
Igbal Open University
(AIOU) pays special atten-
tion to skill development.

With the support of
JICA we will make youth
skilled so that they can play
arole in the social and eco-
nomic development of the
country, said Vice-Chancel-

lor.
CTD starts
identification of
suicide attacker

on FC personnel

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Wednesday
sent blood samples of sui-
cide attackers on FC per-
sonnel for Deoxyribo-
nucleicacid (DNA) test and
identification.

An official of KP po-
lice said that the teams of
CTD visited the blast site
here last night and obtained
CCTV footages in the vi-
cinity of Hayatabad and
also recorded the statements
of the residents near the
explosion.

The teams also ob-
tained the engine and chas-
sis number of the vehicle
used in the blast and sent
for forensic check and iden-
tification of the owner.

strive for emulating the
noble teachings of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) and his compan-
ions besides building a so-
ciety featuring principles
of social justice and equal-
ity. “Let us pledge today
that we will strive to emu-
late the noble qualities es-
tablished by our Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and
his companions. Let us
promote tolerance, under-
standing and respect for
each other regardless of our
differences. Let us work
towards buildinga society
that upholds the prin-
ciples of social justice,
equality and compassion,”
the prime minister said in

his message to the nation
at the start of Hijri year
1445.

Extending greetings
to the nation and the whole
Muslim Ummah, the
prime minister prayed to
Allah Almighty that the
new Islamic year proved
to be a year of peace,
progress and prosperity
for Pakistan as well as the
Muslim world.

He also prayed that
the new year also brought
ease to the lives of Mus-
lims suffering across the
world and people of
Kashmir and Palestine got
deliverance from oppres-
sion and achieve peace,
progress and prosperity.
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Hameed calls on Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad

CJIHC says:

Policy being devised
for early disposal of
cases in courts

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Justice
Aamer Farooq on Wednes-
day said that a policy was
being introduced for early
disposal of cases in the high
court and lower courts.

Hesaid thatshifting of
‘kacheheri’ to judicial com-
plex G-11 was a milestone
which would help to ad-
dress the problems of lower
courts.

He stated this during
his visit to the press room
of THC along with Justice
Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri.
President Islamabad High
Court Journalists Associa-
tion (IHCJA) Rizwan Qazi,
Vice President Farah
Mahjabeen, Secretary
Hussain Ahmed Chaudhry,
former president IHCJA
Asad Malik, Awais
Yousafzai, Saqib Bashir,

former general secretary
Fiaz Mehmood and others
were also present on the
occasion.

The chief justice said
that we were considering
setting up a judicial acad-
emy at the chief justice
block of the old building of
IHC. However, family
courts would be set up in
other parts of the building
where recreational facilities
would be ensured for the
children to give them a
pleasing environment be-
yond family conflicts.

The chief justice IHC
also issued instructions re-
garding the construction of
shades at the place dedi-
cated to cameramen. Justice
Tariqg Mehmood on the oc-
casion said that the media
should focus on highlight-
ing the problems of the
public.

ISLAMABAD: Director AIOU Professor Dr. Amir
Shah presenting the shield to DG National Police
Bureau Dr. Ehsan Sadiq after the seminar.

HEC unveils graduate
education policy for
implementation fall 2023

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Higher Education
Commission (HEC), Paki-
stan has unveiled its highly
anticipated Graduate Edu-
cation Policy 2023 (GEP-
2023) which marks a cru-
cial milestone for higher
education institutions in
Pakistan and is available at
https://www.hec.gov.pk/
site/gep.

It is effective and ap-
plicable from Fall 2023 se-
mester onwards, said a
press release on Wednes-
day.

Drawing upon the
Commission’s extensive
two-decade experience and
feedback from academia,
the new policy has been
meticulously crafted to
embody the core principles

of university autonomy,
flexibility, and quality as-
surance, while also uphold-
ing academic freedom, rel-
evance, and originality.

One of the notable
features of GEP-2023 is its
liberal approach, which al-
lows for intra-disciplinary
admissions, enabling stu-
dents to explore diverse
academic fields within
their chosen discipline.
The policy recognises the
value ofboth local and for-
eign expertise by intro-
ducing external evalua-
tion conducted by indig-
enous Professors alongside
foreign evaluators. This
inclusive approach aims to
ensure a comprehensive
assessment of academic
standards.
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