
Independent
VOICE OF MASSES ABC CertifiedSimultaneously published from Islamabad, Quetta, Gwadar, Hub, Karachi,Daily

Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah Islamabaddailyindisb@gmail.com

Vol. XIII No. 215 Reg. mails-B / ID-445 Saturday July 15, 2023, Zil Hajj 26, 1444 A.H. Ph: 2158688, 2158997   Pages 4: Rs. 12

MIANWALI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Federal Minis-
ters, dignitaries from China and PAEC officials performing the ground break-
ing  of the 5th Unit of Chashma Nuclear Power plant (C-5) in Chashma.

QUETTA: Chief of the Army Staff, General  Syed Asim Munir enquiring about health of soldier injured
in Zhob Garrison attack at CMH Quetta

COAS General Asim Munir says

Armed Forces concerned on safe
havens, liberty to TTP in Afghanistan
It is expected that the interim Afghan government would not allow the use of its soil
to perpetrate terror against any country: Involvement of Afghan nationals in acts of
terrorism in Pakistan was another important concern that needed to be addressed

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir on Friday said
the Armed Forces of Paki-
stan had serious concerns
on the safe havens and lib-
erty of action available to
the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) in
Afghanistan.

The army chief made
these remarks during his
visit to Quetta Garrison

where he was briefed on the
recent terrorist attack in
Zhob, an Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR), a
news release said.

The COAS paid trib-
utes to the Shuhada (mar-
tyrs), visited the injured
soldiers at CMH, Quetta,
lauded their services to the
nation and appreciated their
resolve.

General Munir said, “It
is expected that the interim

Afghan Government will
not allow the use of its soil
to perpetrate terror against
any country, in the real
sense and in line with com-
mitments made in Doha
Agreement.”

He further said that the
involvement of Afghan na-
tionals in acts of terrorism
in Pakistan was another
important concern that
needed to be addressed.

“Such attacks are intol-

erable and will elicit an ef-
fective response from the
Security Forces of Paki-
stan,” he added.

He resolved that opera-
tions against terrorists
would continue unabated
and the Armed Forces
would not rest till the men-
ace of terrorism was rooted
out from the country.

Earlier on arrival, the
COAS was received by the
Commander Quetta Corps.

PML-N to field candidates in all
constituencies of Punjab: Rana Sanaullah
LAHORE (APP): Interior
Minister and Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) Punjab President Rana
Sanaullah on Friday said the
party had formally launched
its election activities and it
would field candidates in all
constituencies of the prov-
ince.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party secre-
tariat in Model Town, he
said the PML-N had a strong
organizational set-up at di-
vision, district and union
council levels in the Punjab
province.

Rana Sanaullah said the
party meeting was called to
discuss the agenda of effec-
tive participation in the up-
coming general election, and
fielding of candidates in all
the Punjab and National
Assembly constituencies.

There were a total of 297
Punjab Assembly and 141
NA constituencies in the
province, and the PML-N
would not leave any of them

uncontested, he added.
The minister said the

Muslim League was the
founding party of Pakistan,
which after a long journey
since its creation, stabilized
the country on strong foot-
ing. He said the PML-N
Quaid Nawaz Sharif, by
conducting the nuclear tests

ister at that time steered it
out of the crises, he added.

He said had the “Octo-
ber 12, 1999 adventure”
[Musharraf martial law] not
been happened, today Pa-
kistan would have been a
developed country, with no
jobless people. Pakistan
was going to become an

PM breaks ground on $3.48 bn Chashma
Nuclear Power Plant Unit-5

MIANWALI (APP):Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
broke ground on the 1200
MW Chashma Nuclear
Power Plant Unit 5 (C-5)
here which is likely to be
completed in seven to eight
years at a cost of around
US$3.48 billion.

On June 30, 2023 the
prime minister had wit-
nessed the signing of
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on the C-5
project between China Na-
tional Nuclear Corporation
Overseas Ltd (CNOS) and
Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC).

Addressing the ground
breaking ceremony, the
prime minister said keeping
in mind the country’s re-
quirements of clean and
cheap energy sources, the
project should be completed

before the given schedule.
Terming it a huge mile-

stone and a symbol of co-
operation between the two
great friends China and Pa-
kistan, Shehbaz Sharif said
the project would help the
country promoting clean,
efficient and comparatively
cheaper energy.

He said after a pause of
many years, the China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) was going again in
full swing. He gave the credit
of concluding the agreement
of C-5 to the coalition gov-
ernment and the SPD for
their hard efforts.

“Our detractors had
been fabricating rumours all
around that Pakistan was
going to default on its sov-
ereign commitments but we
crossed all turbulent waters
in just 15 months,” he
added.

However, he said the
risk of potential default had
been completely averted
through team effort of the
government.

The prime minister
said a couple of days ago,
there was an approval of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme and
within 48 hours around
$4.5 billion were transferred
by the Pakistan’s brotherly
countries Saudi Arabia and
UAE besides another $1.2
billion from the IMF.

About 4 months ago, he
said the Chinese govern-
ment and commercial banks
rolled over amounts back to
Pakistan to the  tune of $5
billion.

He paid his tributes to
the the Chinese President
XI Jinping, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammad bin
Salman and UAE President

Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan for their support
in need of the hour.

He informed that as a
result of serious efforts by
the coalition government
and himself, the Chinese
company kept the cost of
the project at the level
agreed upon in 2017-18 by
then PML-N government
and not include the average
inflation of around 10% in
the project cost. Further,
he said on his request, a dis-
count of Rs 30 billion was
also given to Pakistan which
reflected a sense of sincer-
ity between the two coun-
tries.

Charge D’affaires of
the Chinese embassy in Pa-
kistan, Pang Chunxue said
C5 would help Pakistan
building low carbon, clean
and cheap energy which
would also produce local

jobs and would engage the
local industries to contrib-
ute in the project.

Chairman of China Na-
tional Nuclear Cooperation
Yu Jianfeng said coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
China in nuclear energy had
become an integral part of
the all weather strategic co-
operative partnership.

He said the C5 project
was a significant milestone
in the HPR 1000 develop-
ment global journey.
Hualong One (HPR 1000)
is the 3rd-generation
nuclear power brand to
which China has exclusive
intellectual property rights.

Planning Minister
Ahsan Iqbal, Energy Min-
iste r Khurram Das tgir
Kh an , an d Chairman
PAEC Dr Raja Ali Raza
were also present on the
occasion.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi meeting with a delegation of Overseas
Pakistanis.

on May 28, 1998, had fur-
ther stabilized Pakistan.
However, the world then im-
posed sanctions on the
country, but it was Nawaz
Sharif who as prime min-

Asian tiger, but it was
pushed into crises under a
conspiracy with the oust-
ing of  Nawaz Sharif and
his party from power, he
added.

Overseas Pakistanis playing
key role in socio-economic
dev. of country: President

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday said the overseas Pa-
kistanis were playing im-
portant role in socio-eco-
nomic development of the
country.

In a meeting with the
delegation of Overseas Pa-
kistanis led by Dr Nasr
Shahid here at Aiwan-e-
Sadr, he said the overseas
Pakistanis were working to
promote the better image of
their country in the respec-

tive host countries.
He said the country

was passing through eco-
nomic challenges that
needed to be resolved by
collective efforts.

President Alvi said
besides working for their
own country, the overseas
Pakistanis were also play-
ing role in development of
the host countries.

He urged them to put
more efforts for economic
development of Pakistan.

Speaker NA says:

Turkish people’s struggle
to defend democracy to be

remembered in history

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja
Pervez Ashraf in a meeting with Ambassador of
Turkiye Dr. Mehmet Pacaci on the Margin of Event
organized in connection with 7th Anniversary of
National Unity and Democracy Day.

President Alvi
extends tenure
of PHC judges
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi ex-
tended the tenure of post-
ing of three additional
judges of Peshawar High
Court by six months.

The president ap-
proved the extension in the
period of Justices Fazal
Subhan, Shahid Khan and
Dr Khurshid Iqbal, on the
advice of the prime minis-
ter. The extension in the
posting will be with effect
from July 18, 2023.

Chief Justice underlines importance of
comprehensive strategy to control population

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
Umar Ata Bandial on Fri-
day underlined the impor-
tance of a comprehensive
strategy to  control the
rapid increase in  the
country’s population,
saying the United Nations
(UN) was also assisting
Pakistan in that regard.

He was addressing the
opening session of a two-
day national conference on
“Resilient Pakistan: Cali-
brating Population and Re-
sources”, organized by the
Law and Justice Commis-
sion of Pakistan. The CJP
said the purpose of funda-
mental rights in the Constitu-

tion was also the happiness
of the people and it was the
state’s responsibility  to
take care of the health and
needs of the mother and
child.

How Iran and
Bangladesh overcame the
population problem was a
case study, he said, adding
there was a need for educa-
tion and training of the
population and “it is more
important to  make the
population beneficial”.

CJP Bandial said it was
not appropriate to leave the
responsibility of every mat-
ter to the government. He,
however, added that the
provision of basic human

rights under the Constitu-
tion could bring happiness
to the people.

“The Constitution of
Pakistan not only gives the
right to live but also ensures
good quality of life, but also
protects the fundamental
right of employment,” he
added. The Constitution
was not only a protector
of rights regarding indi-
vidual but also family
life, he said.

He said in Article 35
of the Constitution, which
is related to (Principal of
Policy), it was stated that “the
state will have the responsibil-
ity to take care of the child, his
mother and the family.”

Khurshid Shah says

When Imran says he is
going to meet Zardari

then we will sit with him
LAHORE (Online): PPP
senior leader and federal
minister Khurshid Ahmad
has said when Imran Khan
ego breaks and he says he
is ready to sit then PPP will
sit with him and bring him
to politics.

“ political parties never
escape negotiations. PPP
never runs away from ne-
gotiations. Talks are held
with enemy country. Imran
Khan escapes talks and he
has never held talks, he said
this in an interview here
Friday.

“If Imran Khan says he
is going to meet Asif Ali
Zardari and political parties
should unite. Then we will
sit with him and bring him
to politics, he added.

We will teach Imran
Khan democracy and tell
him about the integrity and

solidarity of Pakistan. We
had extended invitation to
Imran Khan for talks and
charter of economy. Why
did this situation arise. He
has always said opposition
is seeking NRO, he added.

“ whosoever considers
PTI political party is inno-
cent. There is tremendous
difference in the attitude of
PTI and a political party.
Political party will never
say destroy the institutions
and launch arson attack. ,
he remarked.

Replying to a question
he said consensus has de-
veloped in ruling alliance on
the tenure of care taker gov-
ernment and date of disso-
lution of assembly. All coa-
lition parties are agreed on
tenure of care taker govern-
ment and dissolution of as-
sembly.

Load shedding
reaches 14 hours

in different
areas of country

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Due to intense heat wave
load-shedding reached 14
hours in different areas of
country. Short fall of elec-
tricity has been recorded as
6188 megawatts.

According to power di-
vision, the overall produc-
tion of electricity is 21312
megawatts, while 27500
megawatts electricity is re-
quired across country. The
production of hydroelectric-
ity is 8800 megawatts.

Government thermal
power plants are generating
850 megawatts of electric-
ity. The production of elec-
tricity  in private sector
power plants is 8833 mega-
watts.

The production of elec-
tricity  by wind power
plants is 208 megawatts.
The production of electric-
ity by solar power plants is
103 megawatts. 107 mega-
watts electricity is being
generated from bagasse.

Musharraf
petition fixed
for hearing

after his death
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former president Gen
(Retd) Pervez Musharraf
petition has been fixed for
hearing in Supreme Court
(SC) after his death.

Pervez Musharraf had
challenged the decision of
rejection of his nomina-
tion papers in election-
2013. His appeal plea was
filed on April 06, 2013.
Now this appeal plea has
been fixed for hearing. A
3-member bench of SC pre-
sided over by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) will take
up appeal plea filed by
former president Pervez
Musharraf against rejec-
tion of his nomination pa-
pers for hearing on July 20.
Altaf Shakoor, president
Paspan Pakistan had filed
petition on April 06, 2013
in Election Commission
seeking rejection of nomi-
nation papers of candidate
Pervez Musharraf from
Karachi constituency NA-250
.

US doesn’t interfere in
Pakistan’s political

matters: Ambassador
Monitoring Desk

PESHAWAR : Donald
Blome, the United States
ambassador to Pakistan,
said the US doesn’t inter-
fere in Pakistan’s political
matters, Geo News re-
ported quoting him.

The ambassador’s re-
marks came during a cer-
emony in Peshawar where
the US Agency for Interna-
tional Development
(USAID) provided $5 mil-
lion worth of equipment to

the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) Board of Revenue,
augmenting its capacity
for accurate land mea-
surements, said a commu-
nique.

Following the recent
International Monetary
Fund’s (IMF) approval of
a programme for Pakistan’s
support, the US has been
welcoming towards the
agreement between the
country and the money-
lending institution.

Marriyum, Kaira, Kundi visit
NPC to condole death of

mothers of Afzal, Khaleeq
ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb, Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Kashmir Affairs Qamar Zaman Kaira and
Minister of State for Poverty Alleviation Faisal Karim
Kundi on Friday visited the National Press Club to offer
condolences over the death of mothers of Pakistan Fed-
eral Union of Journalists (PFUJ) President Muhammad
Afzal Butt and senior journalist Khaleeq Kiani

They expressed their deep grief and sorrow over their
mothers’ death.

Speaking on the occasion, Marriyum Aurangzeb said
a mother was a “priceless gift” from the Almighty. She
was deeply saddened over the death of the mothers of
Afzal Butt and Khaleeq Kiani, and shared their grief and
that of their bereaved families, she added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker of National Assem-
bly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
Friday said the 15th July
episode of the failed coup
attempt in Türkiye, was
bravely defended by the
Turkish people as 250
people sacrificed their lives
to save democracy and to
protect their rights and free-
dom.

It is indeed a historic
example and a great message

to the entire world that
nothing can harm a demo-
cratic order if it is tested
and then trusted by the
people.

He made the remarks
while addressing the 7th
commemoration ceremony
of the martyred of the July
15, 2016, thwarted coup at-
tempted by Fethullah Gulen
Terrorist Organisation
(FETO) and Democracy
and National Unity Day.

European Parliament adopts
joint resolution on India’s

human rights breaches
ISLAMABAD (APP): The
European Parliament has
strongly urged India to take
necessary measures t o
promptly halt the ongoing
ethnic and religious vio-
lence, protect all religious
minorit ies such as
Manipur’s Christian com-
munity, and pre-empt any
further escalation.

The joint resolution
was adopted on Thursday
following recent  violent
clashes in  t he state of
Manipur, India since May
2023 that left at least 120
people dead, 50 000 dis-
placed, and over 1 700
houses and 250 churches
destroyed.

The resolution noted
that intolerance towards mi-
nority communities had
contributed to the current
violence and there were
concerns about the politi-
cally motivated, divisive
policies that promote Hindu
majoritarianism in the

area.
The Manipur state gov-

ernment has shut down
internet connections and
severely hindered reporting
by the media, while security
forces have been implicated
in the recent killings, some-
thing that has further in-
creased distrust in the au-
thorities.

The Members of the
European Parli ament
called on the Indian au-
thorities to allow indepen-
dent investigations to look
into the violence, tackle im-
punity and o lift the internet
ban. They also urged all
conflicting sides to cease
making inflammatory state-
ments, re-establish trust
and play an impartial role
to mediate the tensions.

The Parliament reit-
erated its call for human
rights to be integrated into
all areas of the EU-India
partnership, i ncluding
trade.
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Only a ‘breather’
Lest we forget amid the euphoria over the
new $3bn IMF loan, Pakistan, with 23 bail-
outs, has been the most frequent customer
of the lender of last resort for many years.

And we’re likely to maintain this dis-
tinction for the next several years even if
we start right away fixing our economy’s
structural problems, which take us to the
brink and the IMF every few years.

The fact that Pakistan has completed
only one programme successfully — that
too without fully achieving its targets —
inspires little confidence in the capability
and resolve of our leadership to take us
to the ‘finish line’ under the new nine-
month facility either. They have repeatedly
demonstrated their impatience with shortcuts
to growth for political mileage, breaching the
agreements with the lender midway.

That said, the critical importance of the new
IMF bailout for the country’s flagging economy
can’t be overstated. The IMF board signing
off on the loan has already brightened up the
economy. Fears of a sovereign default be-
fore the end of 2023 have receded, and
Pakistan’s dollar bonds have rallied rapidly
since the initial approval of the agreement
on June 29. The rupee has strengthened
against the dollar, the stock market is ju-
bi lant, Fitch has upgraded  Pakistan’s
credit rating by a notch, and the Saudis
and Emiratis have deposited the promised
$2bn and $1bn, respectively, to shore up
SBP’s forex reserves.

The government is dubbing these devel-
opments as indicators of economic recovery,
claiming the ‘hard times’ are over. Well, yes,
the hard times may be behind us for the mo-
ment. But does this bailout signify the end of
our problems? It doesn’t. It gives us a few
stable months to conduct the elections and ser-
vice external debt over the next six months, but
doesn’t really change the fundamentals of the
economy such as insufficient tax revenues, low
exports, import-based consumption, and so on.
However, it can help us get back on our feet
if we use this ‘breather’ as a bridge to broad-
based  reforms for longer-term debt
sustainability and growth. We’re in the deep-
est ever crisis of our own making and living
on borrowed money and time. We’ve avoided
tough decisions for too long, hoping the world
would bail us out. No more. There is no way
around reforms. No matter how painful they
may be, it’d still be worth it in the end.

RIP my ‘book mate’ Unsafe spaces

Zubeida Mustafa

For over 30 years we
shared the same passion
— our love of books.
That means both of us
loved to read and trea-
sure them, though our
tastes and even the lan-
guage we liked to read
in were different.  But
such is the magic of
books — that they cre-
ate a very special bond
that never breaks. Now
I feel bereft, for Sabahat
Kalim, my ‘book mate’,
is no more. She passed
away on June 25 leav-
ing her loving family
devastated.

I first met Sabahat
in 1990 when I was in-
terviewing people in my
search for a professional
librarian for Dawn. The
editor had requested me
to oversee the library as
he felt that a journalist
would understand the
newspaper’s needs. In
three years, I was frus-
trated. The first two li-
brarians who were hired
just couldn’t rise to our
expectations. One was
too slow, and the other
was too quick in outside
matters. In my third at-
tempt I was lucky.
Among those who re-
sponded to my call was
a young woman whose
remarkable confidence
and knowledge bowled
me over. Then there was
no looking back. Thus
began Sabahat’s long
association with Dawn
and me. She proved to
be an asset for the news-
paper — the journalists
as well as members of
the management and
the marketing depart-
ment. She was the most
sought after person
from every  floor of
Haroon House, and she
vindicated my choice.

Sabahat did her

profession proud. She
could well be described
as the role model for as-
piring young librarians.
Her first commitment
was to make information
promptly accessible for
the reader who could be
a leader writer in a hurry
demanding the details
of an event that hap-
pened 50 years ago.
And all this was in the
pre-internet days when
thumbing through
Keesings’ Contempo-
rary Archives,  Who is
Who and the newspa-
per clipping files was
the only way of meeting
our information needs
and deadline con-
straints.

It was remarkable
how Sabahat used her
imagination and her aes-
thetic skills to make the
library a pleasant place
that attracted readers.
The books were neatly
catalogued and over 400
clipping files enabled a
reader to trace any news
that had appeared in the
press. Sabahat’s great-
est achievement, that I
believe is unparalleled in
Pakistan,  is Dawn’s
newspaper index.
When the newspaper
was computerised there
came the opportunity to
make an index, which is
every library’s dream. It
is a challenging task, but
I never doubted her po-
tential to do the job and
she did it.  She had a
natural instinct to dig
out information and ar-
range it in such a way
that it could be easily re-
trieved.  Only a re-
searcher would appreci-
ate what Sabahat
launched. In Dawn’s in-
dex you can search for
something specific and
you will find specifically
what you are looking for.
You are not confronted
with a million or more ir-
relevant suggested an-
swers as happens when
you use Google.  Full
credit for designing and
creating the index and
sustaining it goes to
Sabahat. She alone had
the resilience to do it,
and redo it when a file

was corrupted.  Dawn
earned a reputation of
being a haven for re-
searchers who flocked
here in search of mate-
rial for their  theses/
books from far and wide.

She was interesting
company and her
knowledge of Urdu lit-
erature, especially po-
etry, was phenomenal
as was her interest in
qawwali. But more than
a friend, she was a per-
son you knew you
could fall back on. She
was more concerned
about my visual disabil-
ity and quietly facili-
tated me by ensuring
that I had all the infor-
mation I needed for
whatever I was writing
about. Her skill as an in-
dexer benefited many
authors,  a nd I feel
honoured that she made
the index for all my
books as she had prom-
ised.  When fr iendship
and professional coop-
eration combine,  one
cou-ld not be more for-
tunate.

True to her name
(meaning beauty), she had
a beautiful heart. Kind and
generous to a fault, she al-
ways respon-ded to a cry
for help. Whether it was
an ill friend in need of com-
pany or a domestic aide’s
child who needed medical
care, Sabahat was always
there to help. I remember
once she told me about a
girl of 12 who had burnt
her leg that was not
treated. As she grew older,
it became difficult for the
child to even walk nor-
mally or go to school. Not
only would Sabahat ac-
company the child to the
hospital until needed, she
followed up this kind deed
by supporting the family
monetarily for several
months as the child was
badly malnourished. That
was not all. Thanks to
Sabahat the girl recov-
ered fully, completed her
education and was mar-
ried. How many lives she
made better we may
never know, for the help
she extended was quiet
but practical.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Shazia Nizamani

Violence against women
takes many forms — in-
cluding rape, murder,
sexual harassment, do-
mestic violence and child
and forced marriages —
and is prevalent in Paki-
stan. Women are not safe
in their homes, in public
or in their workplaces.
Just a few cases from the
month of May, as re-
ported in the newspapers,
can help in understanding
the gravity of the issue.

During the month, a
father killed his 19-year-
old daughter on the sus-
picion that she was hav-
ing an affair. A young
woman was shot dead by
her brother in Karachi’s
upscale DHA
neighbourhood. A man
who recently returned
from Dubai killed his wife
over a petty domestic dis-
pute in Wazirabad, Punjab.
A newlywed woman was
shot dead by her father in
City Courts, Karachi,
where she had arrived to
record a statement con-
firming that she had en-
tered a free-will marriage.
In the same month, a man
opened fire at his ex-wife
in City Courts Karachi af-
ter the hearing of a child
custody case. In another
gruesome incident, a 20-
year-old woman was
burnt alive in the name of
‘honour’ in Jhang, Punjab.

The National Com-
mission for Human Rights
(NCHR) released a policy
brief on March 8, 2023, ac-
cording to which around
63,000 cases of gender-
based violence (GBV) had
been reported in Pakistan
over the past three years,
with some 4,000 being re-
ported in the first half of
2020 when lockdowns
were first imposed to curb
the spread of Covid-19.

The NCHR, quoting

Ministry of Human Rights
data, said 80 per cent of
these cases were related
to domestic violence,
while some 47pc pertained
to domestic rape, wherein
married women experi-
enced sexual abuse. The
data was based on re-
ported cases; the actual
number is feared to be
much higher.

According to the
US-based National Library
of Medicine, only 3.2pc of
women who experience
domestic violence actually
report it in Pakistan. In ru-
ral areas, the prevalence
of physical violence
against women is 56pc. In
contrast, the lifetime
prevalence in urban envi-
ronments is 57.6pc physi-
cal, 54.5pc sexual, and
83.6pc psychological.

The UN Children’s
Fund, Unicef, estimates
that around 19 million girls
in Pakistan are married off
before the age of 18 and
4.6m before 15. Married
girls are often forced into
dangerous pregnancies at
a young age and pregnan-
cies that are too closely
spaced. Women from reli-
gious minority communi-
ties remain particularly vul-
nerable to forced marriage,
and very little has been
done to stop child and
forced marriages.

According to the
Domestic Health Survey,
women with higher edu-
cation attainment are more
likely to seek help to end
violence (46pc) compared
to women with no educa-
tion (25pc). These statis-
tics indicate the impor-
tance of female education
in encouraging reporting
of violence and abuse and
seeking legal help. The
data proves that there are
higher chances of edu-
cated women reporting a
case as they may have
better knowledge of rel-
evant laws and how to
seek help from relevant
legal forums.

Women generally
feel discouraged from re-
porting incidents or filing
cases due to a lack of fe-
male officers at police
stations, the generally
unfriendly and hostile en-

vironment in our policing
system, the high fees de-
manded by lawyers for
filing suits, and the pros-
pect of lengthy court pro-
ceedings. A strong per-
ception still prevails
among a large section of
the police and judiciary
that domestic violence is
a private matter and
should be resolved at the
family level.

Several laws on do-
mestic violence, honour
killings, harassment at
workplaces and early
child marriages are in
place, but implementation
and application of these
laws remains weak or neg-
ligible. The basic chal-
lenges are addressing a
lack of awareness about
the relevant laws; the so-
cietal acceptance of GBV;
the prevalent patriarchal
mindset; lack of support
from society and state in
the form of shelter
homes, provision of legal
aid, and more; as well as
the stigma attached to
women who refuse to live
in abusive relationships.

The existing laws
need to be implemented in
their true spirit by build-
ing capacity in law en-
forcement agencies, par-
ticularly the police, and
sensitising the judiciary,
lawyers, media and health
professionals on GBV.
There should be well-
planned and well-
organised awareness
campaigns for the educa-
tion and sensitisation of
both women and men on
GBV as well as on the laws
made to counter it. A griev-
ances and redressal
mechanism at the district
level must be established,
covering legal aid and
helpline services, facilita-
tion in complaint registra-
tion, as well as protection
and rehabilitation of vic-
tims. The condition of
shelter homes, particularly
the Darul Amans, needs
to be improved. The Con-
stitution guarantees the
right to life and dignity to
citizens; women, as equal
citizens of Pakistan, are
entitled to the protection
of these rights by the
state.  -- Courtesy Dawn

Mian Zahid says:

IMF loan sigh of relief
for public, businessmen

ISLAMAABD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired a
meeting on the establishment of Pakistan Sovereign Wealth Fund, at Finance Division.

Chinese Companies keen to
set up joint ventures in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Chinese
manufacturers companies
on Friday visited
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) and showed keen
interest to  set up joint
ventures in Pakistan in
various fields.

A delegation of
Chinese companies led by
Gan Meilin, Chairman,
Xiandeng Hi-Tech Electric
Co. visited Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (ICCI) and
showed keen interest to set
up joint ventures in
Pakistan in various fields
including machinery
manufacturing, electric
vehicles, equipment
industry, drilling, magnetic
wire manufacturing,
commercial concrete,
equipment installation and
department store sales,
said a press release issued
by ICCI here.

The delegation
exchanged views with the

business community to
explore areas of mutual
collaboration and business
partnerships.

Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) briefed the Chinese
delegation about the
potential areas of joint
ventures and investment in
various sectors of
Pakistan’s economy.

He said that CPEC
has started a new era of

development and long-term
business partnerships
between Pakistan and
China. He said  that
Pakistan was establishing
many special economic
zones under CPEC and it
was a good opportunity
for Chinese companies to
transfer technology to
Pakistan and set up joint
ven tures  in  areas  of
int erest.  He s aid
that ICCI is working on a
new industrial estate in
the region.

Pakistan Sovereign Wealth
Fund draft law finalized

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar here on Friday chaired
a meeting on the
establishment of Pakistan
Sovereign Wealth Fund.

The meeting
deliberated upon
technicalities invo lved,
finalized the draft law and
decided to  send it to
Ministry of Law and
Justice for legal opinion
and further necessary
action, said a press
statement issued by the
finance ministry.

The establishment
of the fund is authorized
u n d er  t h e  Pu b lic
F inan ce Managemen t

Act- 2019, the statement
added.

Special Assistant to
Prime Minister on Finance,
Tariq Bajwa, Chairman
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), Akif Saeed and
senior officers from
Finance Division and
SECP attended the meeting,
according to press
statement issued by the
finance ministry.

As announced by the
Finance Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar in
his budget 2023-24 speech
in the Parliament, the
meeting reviewed the draft
bill for the establishment
of Pakistan Sovereign
Wealth Fund.

Chairman FBR holds
E-Khuli Kachehri to listen

taxpayer’s grievances
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) Asim
Ahmad here on Friday held
E-Khuli Kachehri to
directly received telephone
calls from taxpayers and
listened to their grievances
and recommendations.

He was addressing  E-
Khuli Kachehri held at the
board’s headquarter under
the government vision as
part of the FBR drive to
facilitate taxpayers, said a
news release. The occasion
provides an opportunity
to taxpayers to  directly
communicate with
Chairman FBR for
resolving their tax-related
issues and promote culture
of tax compliance in the

country.The chairman gave
on-spot directions to
relevant offices to resolve
issues of the taxpayers at
the earliest.

He also advised the
taxpayers to  visit their
nearest Regional Tax Office
and Collectorate of
Customs for speedy
redressal of their concerns.
He appreciated the
suggestions given by the
taxpayers for further
improving the tax-related
services for better
facilitation. The chairman
assured that their valued
input would be considered
and expressed the resolve to
further improve the services
and mechanism of taxation
to facilitate all taxpayers.

KP Govt delegation to
participate investment
conference in Kabul

PESHAWAR (APP): A
high-level delegation
consisting of the officials
from various subsidiaries
of the Department of
Industries and Commerce
is going to  represent
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in a
three-day investment
conference in Kabul, the
capital of Afghanistan, said
a press release issued here
on Friday.

The conference
organized in the name of
Imam Abu Hanifa is
scheduled to begin from July
19, 2023.  The delegation is

going to Afghanistan on the
directives of the Caretaker
Minister for Industries,
Commerce and Technical
Education, Muhammad
Adnan Jalil. The delegation
of the province will
highlight the incentives
offered by the KP
government to investors
and potential sectors for
investment. The caretaker
Minister of Industry was
officially invited by the
Peshawar-based Afghan
Consul General Hafiz
Mohibullah during the
meeting.

Thar farmers educated
on biosaline agriculture

KARACHI (APP): A train-
ing workshop to educate
Thar farmers about
biosaline agriculture was
organized at the Excellence
Centre of Mining, Sindh
Engro Coal Mining Com-
pany (SECMC) here on
Friday.

The workshop titled
“Improving Salinity Toler-
ance of Conventional and
Non-conventional Crops
Under Extreme Environ-
mental Conditions” was ar-
ranged by the Institute of
Sustainable Halophyte Uti-
lization of the University
of Karachi in collaboration
with Pakistan Science Foun-
dation. The General Man-
ager of Thar Foundation
Farhan Ansari delivered a
welcoming speech, said a

statement issued here.
Farhan Ansari com-

mended KU Professor Dr
Bilquees Gul for her work
on the biosaline agriculture
project with SECMC.

Earlier, Professor Dr
Gul informed the partici-
pants that the objective of
this biosaline agriculture
training workshop was to
empower local farmers
with knowledge and skills
to help them thrive in the
challenging Thar environ-
ment.

“By adopting
biosaline agriculture, farm-
ers can not only enhance
their crop yields but also
mitigate the adverse im-
pacts of climate change and
water scarcity on their live-
lihoods.”

Rupee sheds
Rs1.13 against

US Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani Rupee on Friday
witnessed Rs 1.13
devaluation against the US
Dollar in the interbank
trading as it  closed at
Rs277.59 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs276.46.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood
at Rs280 and Rs283
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by Rs3.18 to
close at Rs 311.73 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs308.55, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

PSX loses
198 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The  100- index of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) witnessed bearish
trend on Friday, losing
198.98 points, a negative
change of 0.44 percent,
clo sing at 45,067.98
points against 45,266.96
points the p revious
trading day.

A tot al o f
267,514,280 shares were
traded during the day as
co mp ared  to
489,176,319 shares the
previous day, whereas
the price of shares stood
at  R s 6.783 b illion
against Rs 14.543 billion
on the last trading day.

DC for sale
of food items

at fixed prices
BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Deputy Commissioner
Zaheer Anwar Jappa
Friday said that food items
should be sold at fixed
prices and availability of
food items in adequate
quantity should also be
ensured.

In order to maintain the
balance between demand and
supply, the supply chain of
food items should be
monitored effectively.He
gave these instructions while
presiding a meeting of the
supply chain management
committee at his office.
Deputy Commissioner
instructed that secretaries of
market committees should
take proper measures to deal
with shortages in the supply
of goods during the flood
situation.

MULTAN: Female customers selecting and purchasing old clothes displayed
by the roadside vendor to attract the customers.

KARACHI (INP): Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain
has said that the approval
of the loan by the IMF and
the issuance of the first
tranche of 1.2 billion dol-
lars has proved a sigh of
relief for the public and busi-
nessmen.

In a statement issued
here on Friday, he said that

the decision of the lender
will ease the ongoing uncer-
tainty and stop hoarding of
dollars which will stabilize
the economy, increase the
value of the rupee and im-
prove the confidence of in-
vestors.

Mian Zahid Hussian
said that the hike in prices
of petroleum products,
electricity and gas as a re-
sult of the IMF agreement
will increase the cost of
doing business, but it is bet-
ter than bankruptcy, there-
fore we support it.
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LAHORE: A delegation of women led by President Muslim League (N)
Lahore, Women’s Wing, Sadia Taimur in a group photo with Governor Punjab
Balighur Rehman at Governor House Lahore.

LAHORE: Former MPA, Khawaja Salman Rafique
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif.

No country can progress
without empowering

the women: Governor
Independent Report

LAHORE: A delegation of
women led by President
Muslim League (N) Lahore,
Women’s Wing, Sadia
Taimur, including former
members of the Assembly
Samira Komal and Syeda
Sambal called on Governor
Punjab Balighur Rehman at
Governor House Lahore,
here today.

Speaking on this
occasion, Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that no
country can progress
without empowering the
women. He said  that
Muslim League (N) had
taken many initiatives
including all women
universities, and Women on
Wheels to  empower
women in its previous
tenures. He said that the

government made strenous
efforts and steered the
country out of the
economic crisis.  Governor
Punjab said that politics is
the name of public service,
and under the leadership of
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, the government is
taking many steps for the
welfare of the people and
providing them with basic
facilities.

 Governor Punjab
further said that the
supreme leader of PML (N)
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
is respected all over the
world as a statesman and
he is using his personna for
the welfare of his country
and nation.

The Governor of
Punjab said that martyrs
who sacrifice their lives for

the sake of the country are
given great respect and
status all over the world,
adding that on May 9, the
memorials of martyrs were
desecrated and army
installations were attacked
under a plan which was
unforgivable crime.

President Muslim
League (N) Lahore
Women’s Wing Sadia
Taimur said that we are
grateful to  Punjab
Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman for
honoring women office
bearers of the party.  She
said that we believe in
figh ting fake news and
propaganda on social media
with truth and honesty.
The delegation included
Zahida Azhar, Kausar
Chaudhry, Shahr Bano,
Samra Nazir, Naubahar,

CM visits Bibi Pakdaman
shrine to review work

of expansion
Independent Report

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi visited Bibi Pakdaman
shrine to review progress on
the ongoing renovation and
expansion project. Secretary
Communication & Works
gave a briefing on the
renovation work. The chief
minister urged acceleration on
the work and set a deadline
of five days to finish the
expansion project. He
emphasised the need to
complete renovation of
shrine’s premises as soon as
possible. The primary goal
was to have renovation and
expansion project completed
before the first of Muharram,

he added. Mohsin Naqvi
acknowledged that expansion
would provide enhanced
facilities for devotees, and
widening the pathway would
improve accessibility for
visitors.

In consideration of the
landowners affected by the
project, the CM instructed the
commissioner Lahore to
ensure compensation based
on the prevailing market
rates.Later, talking to the
media, the chief minister
underscored the commitment
to open the shrine to the
public by the first of
Muharram, highlighting
efforts dedicated to renovation
and expansion project.

Minister listens to public
issues at open court

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs and In-charge Prime
Minister’s Public Affairs &
Grievances Wing Murtaza
Javed Abbasi said on
Friday the incumbent
government was committed
to resolving public issues
on priority basis as swift
measures were being taken
in that regard.

He was addressing a
khuli kutchehry (open
court) held  at the Civil

Secretariat here. Deputy
Commissioner Rafia
Haider and other officials
concerned were also
present.

The minister listened
to people’s problems and
issued on-the-spot
directions to  address
complaints promptly and
submit a report within six
days. A complainant,
Muhammad Sultan,
informed the minister
about his daughter.

Drizzle forecast
for Karachi

KARACHI (APP): Pa-
kistan Meteorological
Department on Friday
predicted hot and hu-
mid weather for most
parts of the Sindh
province during the
next 24 hours.

However, drizzle
is forecast in Karachi
and its surrounding
areas during the
night time.

The Minimum and
maximum tempera-
tures were recorded
in Karachi 33-35 de-
grees Centigrade,
Hyderabad 36-38 de-
grees Centigrade,
Sukkur 40-42 degrees
Centigrade, Thatta
35-37 degrees Centi-
grade, Mohenjodaro
41-43 degrees Centi-
grade,

Dadu 44-46 de-
grees Centigrade,
Mithi 38-40 degrees
Centigrade, and in
Nawabshah 42-44 de-
grees Centigrade.

Mainly, hot and
humid weather is
likely to prevail in the
province and drizzle in
the city at night.

SMIU to mark “139th

Foundation Day
Week” in September

LARKANA: People along with children enjoying
bathing in the watercourse to get some relief from
hot weather in Ghulam Bhutto Village.

Four family’s
members killed
in road accident
LARKANA (APP): Four
members of a family
including woman and new
born baby were killed in a
collision between
motorcycle and speedy
truck, on Ratodero-
Larkana road, near
Wassand Sakh(
Distributory) on Friday.

According to police,
four persons namely
Muhammad Seelro (38),
Muhammad Yousif Seelro
(30), Mst. Manzooraan
Seelro (52) and a new born
baby of Village Seelro of
Ratodero taluka(Larkana)
were riding on a
Motorcycle when their two
wheeler collided with a
speedy truck on the road,

WASA on high
alert to cope with
flooding: MD

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Water and Sanitation Agency
(WASA) Rawalpindi was
put on high alert to cope with
urban flooding following rain
on Friday, said Managing
Director (MD), WASA.

He informed that twin
cities, Rawalpindi and
Islamabad received heavy 27
mm rain, and all
arrangements were finalized
by the agency to deal with
flash flood. He said that
according to rainfall gauging
stations, 6 mm rain was
recorded at Saidpur Village,
27mm at PMD, 18mm at
Shamsabad, 3mm at Chaklala
while water level sensor data
showed five feet at Kattarian
and four at Gawalmandi.

Nine matches decided in
4th Gatorade tourney

KARACHI (APP): In the
fourth Gatorade Trophy
3x3 under-21 basketball
tournament being held un-
der the patronage of Com-
missioner Karachi
Muhammad Iqbal Memon,
as many as 9 matches were
decided on the first day at
Arambagh basketball court.

The tournament is be-
ing played on League basis,
according to a communique
issued here Friday.

In the first match,
Arambagh Club defeated
Quaid-e-Azam Rangers
School Red by 9-5, in the
second match, CCG de-
feated Quaid-e-Azam Rang-
ers Red by 8-0, in the third
match, Arambagh Club de-
feated CCG Club by 9-7,
in the fourth match, Jump
Shoot Club defeated Quaid-
e-Azam Rangers School
Green 5-4, in the fifth match
Iqra Club Blue beat CCG
Club 8-5, in the sixth match

Trot Club beat Quaid-e-
Azam School Green 7-5, in
the seventh match Iqra
Blues beat Quaid-e-Azam
School Red 6-2,  In  the
eighth match, Jump Shoot
Club defeated Focus Trot
Club by 7-3 and in the ninth
match, Aram Bagh Club
defeated Iqra Blue by 15-6.

In these matches, Ali
Asad, Ahmed Ali, Ayan Ali,
Ali Malik, Manan , Hur
Muhammad, Zain Khan,
Aun Zaidi, Nabil Ahmed,
Daniyal Khan Marwat,
Hasnain Khan, Rao Abdul
and Shehryar showed excel-
lent game, Amir Sharif,
Zahid Malik and Rajkumar
Lakhwani refereed while
Naeem Ahmed, Zulfiqar
Abbas and Usman Khan
performed the duties of
technical officials, KBBA
President Ghulam
Mohammad Khan,
Mohammad Yaqub Interna-
tional Shariful Hasan.

7 dead, 1,296 injured
in Punjab road accidents

LAHOR E (APP): At
least seven persons were
killed and 1,296 others
in ju red in  1,211 road
traffic crashes (RTCs) in
Punjab districts during
the last 24 hours.

As many  as 638
peo ple with serious
injuries were shifted to
different hospitals, while
638 with minor injuries
were treated  at the
incident site by the rescue
medical teams.

The  data analy sis
showed that 658 drivers,

40 underage drivers, 114
ped estr ians and 531
passengers were among
the victims of road traffic
crashes.

The  sta tist ics
sho wed that 253
accidents were reported
in Lahore, which affected
285 persons, placing the
provincial capital at top
of the list, followed by 89
in Multan  with  97
vic tims,  and at th ird
F a i s a l a b a d  w i t h  7 9
a c c id e n t s  a n d  9 2
vic tims .

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Madressatul University
(SMIU) has decided to cel-
ebrate foundation day week
in connection with the 139th

foundation day of Sindh
Madressatul Islam in the first
week of September 2023.
This decision was taken in a
meeting held here on Friday
at the the university’s con-
ference room.

The meeting was
chaired by Vice Chancellor
Dr. Mujeeb Sahrai. It was
decided that during the one-
week celebrations, a Na-
tional Seminar on Life,
Struggle and Services of
Khan Bahadur Hassanally
Effendi will be organised,
where prominent scholars
and intellectuals present

their research papers on
Khan Bahadur Hassanally
Effendi. The meeting also
decided that during the cel-
ebrations students of SMIU
would present theatre, sing
national songs, recite poetry
and participate in other
events, the spokesman
added. Different committees
were formed to organise the
139th foundation day’s cel-
ebrations.

Speaking in the meet-
ing, Vice Chancellor Dr.
Mujeeb Sahrai said SMIU
was going to organise a
mega event to mark 139th

Foundation Day of SMI,
which was a matchless in-
stitute of the country as it
had served the nation for
the last 139 years.

North Korea’s ambassador blames
US for regional tensions in a rare

appearance at UN Security Council

US takes up ‘hacking’ with
China as issue threatens ties

Monitoring Desk
JAKARTA: US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
warned Beijing’s top dip-
lomat of consequences over
hacking after a breach
blamed on China again
threatened to undermine a
nascent stability in ties be-
tween the two powers.

Less than a month af-
ter Blinken paid a rare visit
to Beijing, he met for more
than an hour and a half with
Wang Yi, the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s foreign
policy supremo, on the
sidelines of Association of
Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) talks in Jakarta.

“Director, good to see
you,” a smiling Blinken said
in the only public com-

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS:
North Korea’s U.N. am-
bassador defended his
country’s recent long-
range missile launch in a
rare appearance at the
U.N. Security Council on
Thursday where he also
accused the United States
of driving the situation in
northeast Asia “ to the
brink of nuclear war.” Kim
Song told the council that
Wednesday’s test-flight of
the developmental
Hwasong-18 missile was
a legitimate exercise of the
North’s right to self-de-
fense. He said the United
States was raising regional
tensions with nuclear
threats and deploying a
nuclear-powered subma-
rine to South Korea for the
first time in 14 years.

Kim said the missile
launch had “no negative
effect on the security of a
neighboring country,”
pointing to Japan’s an-
nouncement that the
ICBM — which flew at a
steep angle — landed in
open waters outside
Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone.

South Korea’s U.N.
Ambassador Hwang Joon-

kook countered, asking:
“How can an ICBM
launch ever make neighbor-
ing countries appear safe?”

Diplomats said
Kim’s appearance was the
first time a North Korean
diplomat addressed the
Security Council since
2017. Hwang said each of
North Korea’s repeated
ballistic missile launches
allow the country to ad-
vance its technology to-
ward its goal of having an
arsenal of nuclear-armed
weapons. Immediately be-
fore the meeting, a state-
ment from nine council
members including the
U.S. and Japan, joined by
South Korea, was read to
reporters condemning the
launch “in the strongest
possible terms” and
stressing that it was the
20th ballistic missile launch
this year in blatant viola-
tion of multiple Security
Council resolutions ban-
ning such tests.

In Pyongyang, the
powerful sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, slammed the U.N. Se-
curity Council for conven-
ing a meeting to “pick a
quarrel with” her country’s
self-defense step while ig-

noring the U.S. push to in-
crease the danger of a
nuclear war. In a statement
carried by state media,
Kim Yo Jong called the
council “a new Cold War
mechanism totally inclined
to the U.S. and the West.”

She also warned that
the United States would
pay a price for its hostil-
ity toward the North. “I
do not conceal the fact that
very unlucky things will
wait for the U.S.,” she said
without elaborating but re-
iterated her country’s push
to build up its nuclear de-
terrence capability. The
Security Council imposed
sanctions after North
Korea’s first nuclear test
explosion in  2006 and
tightened them over the
years in a total of 10 reso-
lutions seeking — so far un-
successfully  — to cut
funds and curb its nuclear
and ballistic missile pro-
grams. The last sanctions
resolution was adopted by
the council in December
2017, and China and Rus-
sia vetoed a U.S.-spon-
sored resolution in May
2022 that would have im-
posed new sanctions over
a spate of intercontinental
ballistic missile launches.

ments between the two
sides after the longer-than-
expected meeting at a ho-
tel.

A senior US official
later said that Blinken raised
with Wang the breach of US
government sites reported
this week by Microsoft,
which blamed Chinese
hackers motivated by es-
pionage.

Blinken “made clear
that any action that targets
US government, US com-
panies, American citizens,
is of deep concern to us and
that we will take appropri-
ate action to hold those re-
sponsible accountable”, the
official said, on condition of
anonymity.

The official stopped

short of saying that Blinken
directly accused China of
involvement.

The State Department
has publicly said only that
it is investigating the hack-
ing, which according to
Microsoft affected ap-
proximately  25
organisations.

State Department
spokesman Matthew
Miller called the Jakarta
talks “candid and construc-
tive” and part of efforts to
“responsibly manage com-
petition” between the
world’s two largest econo-
mies.

Wang is representing
China at the Jakarta talks
as Foreign Minister Qin
Gang, who would normally

attend such meetings, is ill,
according to China’s foreign
ministry.

Blinken told Wang to
convey his “best wishes”
to Qin, another US official
said.

Incidents have repeat-
edly impacted efforts to
repair US-China relations,
with Blinken scrapping his
first planned trip to Beijing
in February after Washing-
ton said it detected a Chi-
nese espionage balloon over
the US mainland.

Blinken eventually
visited in mid-June, be-
coming the first US secre-
tary of state in China in
nearly five years, opening
a flurry of diplomacy
since then.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken sits at a table with advisors across from Director of the CCP
Central Foreign Affairs Office Wang Yi and his advisors.

Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi speaks during the summit on the
Sudan conflict, at the Presidential Palace in Cairo, Egypt.

Macron awards
India’s visiting Modi
top France honour

Egypt, Ethiopia hope to reach
agreement within 4 months after
long dispute over Africa’s largest dam

South Korea asks China
to play ‘constructive role’

against North’s threats

Aid group’s
rescue ship held
‘indefinitely’

in Italy
Monitoring Desk

MARSEILLE: Aid group
SOS Mediterranee on
Thursday accused Italy of
hampering its work after
the authorities there or-
dered its migrant rescue
ship Ocean Viking held “for
an indefinite period” in port.

Officials had cited
“a very small number of
technical and administra-
tive shortcomings ,” said
the aid gro up. Having
the ship blocked in the
por t of Civitavecch ia,
north of Rome.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: France’s president
on Friday awarded the
country’s top honour to
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the start
of Bastille Day celebrations
where he is the featured
guest. Emmanuel Macron
awarded Modi the grand
cross of the Legion
d’Honneur (Legion of
Honour), the highest grade
of France’s order of merit
that “salutes the role of the
prime minister in the excel-
lent relations of friendship

Monitoring Desk
SEOUL: South Korea’s
Foreign Minister Park Jin
on Friday called on China
to play a “constructive
role” in  curbing North
Ko rea’s t hrea ts,  aft er
Pyongyang launched an
intercontinental ballistic
missile (ICBM) th is
week.

The remarks were
made during a meeting with
Chinese top diplomat Wang
Yi on the sidelines of an As-
sociation of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) meeting
in Jakarta, where Park
“strongly denounced”
North Korea’s ICBM
launch. It is a common inter-
est of Seoul and Beijing for
North Korea to stop provo-
cations and return to dialogue,
his office said. “Minister Park
... stressed that it was more
important than ever for the
Chinese side to play a con-
structive role for the peace
and stability of the Korean
peninsula,” Seoul’s foreign
ministry said in a statement.

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: After years of
failed talks, Ethiopia and
Egypt said they aim to fi-
nalize within four months
an agreement on the op-
erations of Africa’s largest
dam, an apparent break-
through in a dispute that
Cairo has described as an
existential threat.

The joint statement
on “expedited nego tia-
tions,” issued by Ethiopia’s
government, came after
Ethiopia’s prime minister,

Abiy Ahmed, discussed the
dam with Egypt’s Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah el-Sissi
on the sidelines of a re-
gional meeting about the
conflict in  neighboring
Sudan.

Sudan is a third party
to the talks about the $4.6
billion Grand Ethiopian
Renaissan ce Dam on
Ethiopia’s stretch of the
Blue Nile, which is located
just 10 kilometers (6
miles) from the Sudanese
border.

and confidence that unite
France and India”, the presi-
dency said in a statement.

Modi said on Twitter
that he had accepted the
award “with great humility”,
hailing it as “an honour for
the 1.4 billion residents of
India”. The honouring of
Modi this year reflects deep-
ening ties between France and
India, which are marking 25
years of “strategic partner-
ship”. Modi called Macron
his “friend” in a speech to In-
dians living in France on
Thursday evening.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif unveiling a
plaque to mark the ground breaking of the main campus of National
University of Technology (NUTECH).

Chairman NAB Lt. Gen. ® Nszir Ahmed presenting memento to Kashif
Zaman, out-going Director (Media) at NAB HQ Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Activists of Civil Society holds protest outside Press Club
against the desecration of Quran Pak in Sweden.

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Ramesh Kumar vankwani
Chairman /Minister of State Prime Minister’s
Task Force and Gandhara Tourism important press
conference at Sir Syed Building 19 Atta Turk
Avenue, G.5.

Rana Tanveer says:

‘PML-N to
win election on

performance basis’
ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Professional
Training Rana Tanveer
Hussain Friday expressed
confidence that his party
would win the general elec-
tions on the basis of its
commendable performance.

“PML-N takes prac-
tical steps taken for the
welfare of the countrymen
and rules the hearts of the
public.”

“PML-N do politics
for public service and the
development of the nation,”
he said while talking to a
Private news channel.

He said, “Baseless al-
legations of opponents
have no value before the
politics of public service.”

The minister said ,
“Those doing politics of al-
legations, lies, and dual stan-
dards are not the well-wish-
ers of the country.”

“Selfless service to the
public is the mission of his
leadership and we will con-
tinue discharging the duty
of the public service till our
last breath,” he added.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he said that Pakistan
was on the verge of bank-
ruptcy when the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM) coalition govern-
ment took over the coun-
try through a no-confidence
move against Imran Khan.

“Coalition-led govern-
ment cleaned up the mess
of four years,” he said.

“The confidence of
investors is slowly being
restored”, he added.

To another query, he
said, “I personally don’t
like the interim government
set up and denied the seat
adjustment agreement be-
tween any other political
party yet now.”

Delegation of Old Ravians
Association visits CPO

Islamabad; meets ICCPO
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: According
to the details, a delegation
of the Old Ravians Asso-
ciation visited the Central
Police Office Islamabad,
where they met Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan. Afterwards, the del-
egation also visited safe city
Islamabad to gain insights
into the operations and sig-
nificance of the state-of-
the-art surveillance system.

Following the special
directions of Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer
(ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the delegation was
welcomed by the CPO Safe
City /Traffic, who briefed

them with a comprehensive
understanding of the vari-
ous features and utilities of
the Safe City Islamabad
surveillance system.

The briefing included
an in-depth introduction to
the cutting-edge technolo-
gies employed by Safe City
Islamabad, such as
“Pukar”15, Crime Map-
ping, Brief Cam, e-Challan,
Wireless Control, Traffic
Control, and FM 92.4.

He said that, the safe

city Islamabad’s modern
technology-enabled cam-
eras are playing a crucial
role in the city’s security,
crime prevention and pro-
tection of citizens’ lives and
property.

Police denounce false
propaganda campaign

aimed at discrediting dept
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad Capital Police
Friday took a resolute stand
against a recent propaganda
campaign that had emerged
across multiple media plat-
forms. False information al-
leging a surge in crime within
Islamabad was being spread,
said a police public relations
officer. The Islamabad Capi-
tal Police’s intensified
crackdown on land grabbers
has triggered a wave of
disinformation and mali-
cious rumors, intending to
tarnish the department’s
reputation. These baseless
claims, including recent
speculations about a lead-

ership change involving
ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, are part of an orga-
nized conspiracy designed
to undermine the esteemed
institution’s integrity.

Contrary to these fab-
ricated reports, Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan, the ICCPO,
remains firmly committed to
his position, diligently fulfill-
ing his responsibilities to en-
sure the safety and security
of Islamabad’s residents.

The Islamabad Capi-
tal Police reiterate its un-
wavering dedication to up-
holding the rule of law, safe-
guarding lives and property,
and fostering peace within
the community.

PM for promoting skilled-based
vocational training to improve

balance of payment
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday said that
the government was pro-
moting the skilled-based
vocational training to ex-
pand foreign remittances
that would ultimately help
improving the current ac-
count deficit of the coun-
try.

In his address after
laying the foundation stone
of the central campus of
National University  of
Technology  (NUTECH)
here, the prime minister
said the new campus would
help producing thousands
of skilled-based human re-
source every year who
would play their key role
in the country’s develop-
ment.

The prime minister,
pledging to make the voca-
tional education as the
government’s number one
priority, said skilled human
resource earn more than the
raw labour, hence increas-
ing the country’s foreign
remittances.

He said  vocational
training was key to pros-
perity and development in
today’s era as nations get
prosperous only at the back
of these skilled-based
people.

He hoped that after
completion, the campus
would play key role in pro-
moting technical and indus-
trial education in the coun-
try.

He recalled that he for
the first time in 1997, put
his full force to promote
vocational training in the
country when there was no
comprehensive institution
to look after this important
area of the education sec-
tor.

Similarly, he said the
Punjab government led by
him established Punjab
Education Endowment
Fund (PEEF) for which Rs
2 billion annual funding was
allocated to provide schol-
arships to the talented and
deserving students on merit
base. He said this  great
project under Dr Amjad

Saqib brought educational
revolution in the province.

Likewise, he said Dan-
ish Schools’ project was
also his brainchild which
helped bridging the gap be-
tween rich and poor. “Un-
til there is no discrimina-
tion of rich and poor espe-
cially in the education sec-
tor, the Quid-e-Azam’s vi-
sion of educational right for
all can not be fulfilled.”

He said  only one
month had left for this gov-
ernment and he was still
making efforts to provide
maximum relief to the
people

PM Shehbaz also dis-
tributed certificates among
the high achiever youth in
various fields.

Minister for Educa-
tion and Professional
Training Rana Tanvir
Hussain said that the coa-
lition government led by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, with its  untiring
struggle brought the coun-
try out of crisis and set it
on the right path.

SDGs secretariat to take
lead in learning from China

on tackling challenges: Romina
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Convener Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) Na-
tional Task Force and Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime
Minister, Romina Khurshid
Alam has said that the com-
mitment on Sustainable De-
velopment Goals would be
fulfilled at all costs and
SDGs secretariat would
take lead to learn from
China to address multiple
challenges being faced by
Pakistan, especially pov-
erty alleviation, economic
development and climate
change events. She was
speaking at the launch of
‘Understanding China Fel-
lowship Programme’ being
organized under the auspices
of Asian Institute of Eco-civi-

lization Research and Devel-
opment (AIERD) in collabo-
ration with Pir Mehr Ali Shah
Arid Agriculture University
here on Friday.

The SDG Task Force
convenor pledged that the
government was playing its
role to cement Pakistan-
China ties and the current
parliament was focusing on
how to gear up industrial
development in the coun-
try which was linked to
China-Pakistan Corridor.

She said the govern-
ment was taking confidence-
building measures, therefore,
the concept of building a
China-Pakistan community
of shared destiny had once
again echoed on both sides
of the two lands. Welcoming

the audience and the chief
guest, Chairman of AIERD,
Zahid Latif said that the
AIRED would continue to
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions between China and
Pakistan by introducing
academic programmes like
‘Understanding China Fel-
lowship’ for the youth, es-
pecially the students of
higher learning institutions.
Dr. Azam Khan, a professor,
at Arid University, talked
about the salient features of
the programme, he said the
participants of this
programme would be im-
parted education and training
on Chinese model of growth
and development, and the cur-
rent Chinese leaderships’ con-
cept of shared democracy.

PUC issues ‘code of
conduct’ for peace,

harmony in Muharram
LAHORE (APP): Pakistan
Ulema Council (PUC) on
Friday released the ‘code of
conduct’ aimed at promot-
ing peace, inter-sect har-
mony, and tolerance
throughout the country
during the month of
Muharram-ul-Haram.

The code was devel-
oped in consultation with
religious scholars from vari-
ous schools of thought and
religions.

PUC Chairman and
Prime Minister’s Special
Representative on Inter-
faith Harmony and Middle
East Hafiz Muhammad
Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi,
and other prominent reli-
gious figures addressed a
press conference here to
announce the code of con-
duct.  They expressed their
commitment to fully adhere
to the guidelines and coop-

erate with the government
and law enforcement agen-
cies at all levels.

The religious leaders
emphasized the importance
of respecting all holy scrip-
tures, including the Quran,
and strongly condemned
any act of desecration.

They also acknowl-
edged the success of a reso-
lution passed in the United
Nations Human Rights
Council (UNHRC) regard-
ing the burning of the Holy
Quran in Sweden, express-
ing gratitude to China, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Tur-
key, Iran, and other coun-
tries for their support.

Furthermore, the reli-
gious scholars expressed
appreciation for the con-
demnation of an Israeli
delegate’s speech on
Pakistan’s internal affairs in
the UNHRC.

Ahsan hopes to start ML-1
railway line project this year
BEIJING (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special
Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan
Iq bal said  tha t with
China’s support, work on
the multi-billion ML-1,
the  main ra ilway line
project between Karachi
and Peshawar, would be
started as early as pos-
sible during this year.

The ML-1 project
was to be done in the first
phase, but somehow, it got
delayed in the last four
years.

“There was little fol-
low-up from the previous
government, but now, we
are actively following it
up,” the minister said.

“We are hopeful that
this project will start this
year,” he said in an inter-
view with APP after a
special meeting of the 12th
Joint Cooperation Com-
mittee (JCC) of CPEC in
Beijing.

He said , “The rail-
way track has been badly

damaged during the floods
last year. This is the main
railway track line linking
north and south Pakistan.
We want to repair it and
we want to upgrade it as
early as possible. It will
be a US$10 billion project.
We will do it in phases,
and we hope to start this
project as soon as possible
during this year.”

Ahs an Iqbal said,
“The 150 years old rail-
way line now requires
major modernization and
up -gradation. We a re
hoping that with China’s
help, we will be able to
modernize this  railway
track from Karach i to
Peshawar and it will be a
very big support to our
logistics.”

About Karachi circu-
lar railway, he said, “It is
a mass transit project for
Karachi which is the big-
gest city in Pakistan. So,
we also agreed to fast-
track that project.”

Ahsan Iqbal said the

JCC meeting was very
historic because it marked
a decade of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

“About 10 years ago,
both China and Pakistan
started a new journey of
bilateral relationship
through CPEC which is a
pilot project of the Belt
and Road Initiative.”

“As a result, today,
we have more than $25
billion worth of invest-
ments in Pakistan under
CPEC and the flagship
project has helped Paki-
stan overcome its energy
crisis.”

Under CPEC, we in-
stalled more than 8,000
megawatts of power
projects. It has helped us
to construct modern high-
ways, and motorways,
which has improved con-
nectivity in the country,
linked different parts of
the country, and provided
efficient logistic support
to the economy.

Pakistan urges boosting rescue mechanisms for distressed
people at sea, citing recent boat tragedy

UNITED NATIONS
(APP): Pakistan has raised
at the U.N. last month’s
tragic sinking of an over-
loaded boat off the Greek
coast where 700 people,
including Pakistanis, were
killed while calling for scal-
ing up rescue operations to
save lives.

“Mediterranean Sea
crossings have become in-
creasingly treacherous,”
Ambassador Aamir Khan,
deputy permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the
UN,

told UN Security
Council’s “Arria-Formula”
meeting on ‘Refugees and
Asylum Seekers crossing
borders on Land and At Sea:
New Wave of Crisis’

Russia convened the
15-member Council meet-
ing under the format of
Arria formula, which is
named after a former Ven-
ezuelan UN ambassador,
Diego Arriva. It is a very
informal consultation pro-
cess which affords the
Council the opportunity to
hear persons in a confiden-
tial, informal setting.

In his remarks, the Pa-
kistani envoy highlighted
the deadly migrant ship-
wreck that occurred on June
22, 2023, as he underscored
the need for

developing mechanisms
for people in distress at sea.

“As responsible mem-
bers of the international
community, it is incumbent

on us all to ensure the
safety and security of mi-
grants, refugees and asylum
seekers, uphold interna-
tional law including mari-
time law, and enforce the
prompt rescue of individu-
als in distress at sea, regard-
less of their nationality or
circumstances,” he said.
There were news reports at
the time that Greek
coastguards were slow in
reacting to the distress call
from people aboard the
sinking ship.

“One life lost is one too
many,” Ambassador Aamir
Khan said, adding, “As civi-
lized nations, it is our re-
sponsibility to ensure that
no life is lost at anytime,
anywhere and under all cir-

cumstances.
“We must undertake all

efforts including by devel-
oping a transparent, safe
and predictable disem-
barkation mechanisms
for people in distress at
sea, while com p ly in g
with  intern ational ob-
ligations and without ob-
structing humanitarian ef-
forts.”

Referring to the deep-
ening humanitarian crisis,
the Pakistani envoy said
that the Global Compact on
Refugees (GCR) provided
a good framework by out-
lining key objectives to ease
pressure on hosting coun-
tries, enhance refugee self-
reliance, expand third-
country solutions, and sup-

port safe and dignified re-
turns.

At the same time, he
said the recent GCR Indi-
cator Report called for bur-
den-sharing and strengthen
efforts, as ten countries bear
the weight of hosting over
three-quarters of the
world’s refugees, with de-
veloping nations accommo-
dating 80% of displaced in-
dividuals.

“This is unfair and un-
equal and cannot be recti-
fied by a business-as-usual
approach,” Aamir Khan
said.

“We will have to do
more ... if we want to pre-
vent already desperate situ-
ations from becoming cata-
strophic.”

Rain lashes capital city;
provides much needed respite

to heat-stricken people

NA body expresses
displeasure over absence

of Interior Ministry
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Special Committee on
Arms Licenses met under
the Chairmanship of Syed
Ghulam Mustafa Shah,
MNA in Parliament House,
Islamabad this morning to
discuss the problems faced
by the citizens in obtaining
the Arms Licenses.

The Special Commit-
tee expressed strong dis-
pleasure over the absence
of Senior Officers of M/o
Interior despite the fact
clear message was sent to
them to ensure their pres-
ence in the meeting. The
Committee took serious

notice over the lenient at-
titude of the Senior Of-
ficers towards affairs of
the Special Committee
and directed that their
presence might be en-
sured in the next meeting
to be held on Monday i.e.
17th July,  2023 failing
wh ich th e C om mitt ee
would initiate strict ac-
tion against them under rel-
evant rules.

The Special Commit-
tee directed that M/o Inte-
rior may expedite the pro-
cess of issuance of Arms
Licenses forwarded by the
Parliamentarians.

ISSI, IFI sign 1st-ever MoU
between Pak-Lebanon think
tanks for mutual research

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Centre for Afghanistan,
Middle East & Africa
(CAMEA) at the Institute
of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) and Issam
Fares Institute for Public
Policy and International Af-
fairs (IFI) at the American
University of Beirut on Fri-
day signed the first-ever
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) between any Pa-
kistani or Lebanese think
tank to promote mutual re-
search and activities.

Centre for Afghanistan,
Middle East and Africa
(CAMEA) at the Institute of
Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) represented by its Di-
rector, Amina Khan and the
Issam Fares Institute for
Public Policy and Interna-
tional Affairs (IFI) at the
American University of
Beirut, represented by its
Country Director, Dr. Jo-
seph Bahout, signed the

MoU, a new release said. In
his remarks on the occasion,
Director General ISSI Am-
bassador ® Sohail Mahmood
highlighted the strong frater-
nal relations between Paki-
stan and Lebanon and the
desire on both sides to
deepen bilateral relations
across diverse fields.

He welcomed the sign-
ing of the MoU as part of
the efforts to build academic
and think-tank linkages and
hoped that this institutional
relationship would induce
joint collaborative activities
including research and dia-
logue for mutual benefit.
The DG ISSI added that the
uncertain global environ-
ment, accentuating tradi-
tional and non-traditional se-
curity threats, and issues of
common concern necessi-
tated international coopera-
tion and such collaborative
endeavours as being initiated
between ISSI and IFI.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Rain of moderate to high
intensity lashing different
parts of the federal capi-
tal, like other cities, on
Friday’s evening turned
the weather pleasant and
p ro vided  th e  mu ch
need ed  res pite  t o  th e
heat-stricken people.

The rain-wind/thun-
dershower started in the

capital around 5:00 pm
after the day long intense
hot and humid weather
and broke the intensity
of hot  weather condi-
tions.

Th e residents of
cap ital c ity  especia lly
youngsters were seen out
of their houses and bal-
conies enjoying the rainy
evening.

Rana Sana
takes notice
of threats to

Hindu minority
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Interior Minister Rana
Sana Ullah has taken
notice of the threats to
Hindu community.

Under the directives
of Rana Sana Ullah inte-
rior ministry authorities
have contacted Sindh
government officers.

MNA Kheal Das
Kohistani called on inte-
rior minister Rana Sana
Ullah. He informed inte-
rior minister about the
recent incidents in
Sindh.

Stress was laid on
further improving the
measures in connection
with protection of Hindu
minority.

Rana Sana Ullah
said protecting the rights
of all minorities including
Hindu minority is re-
sponsibility of govern-
ment.

‘World Youth
Skills Day’ to be
marked today

ISLAMABAD (APP):
’World Youth Skills Day’
will be marked on July 15
(Saturday) across the globe
including Pakistan.

The purpose of cel-
ebrating the day is to en-
courage youth to celebrate
the value of acquiring skills
like building, making, and
creating to achieve per-
sonal success and fulfill-
ment.

“By empowering
young people, they can
better advance the broader
mission of the United Na-
tions (UN) for lasting
peace, sustainable develop-
ment, and human rights for
all,” according to UN Sec-
retary-General António
Guterres.

IHC dismisses
Asad Qaiser’s

plea for
protective bail
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday dismissed
the petition of former Na-
tional Assembly speaker
Asad Qaiser for protective
bail in a case registered
against him in Swabi.

Justice Tariq
Mehmood Jahangiri termi-
nated the plea due to the
non-pursuance by the pe-
titioner.

Toshakhana
case adjourned

till July 17
ISLAMABAD (APP): A lo-
cal court on Friday ad-
journed hearing of the
Toshakhana criminal case
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf chief till July 17. Addi-
tional District & Sessions
Judge Hammayun Dilawar
Khan heard the case lodged
by the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP). ECP’s
lawyer Saad Hassan pleaded
that senior counsel Amjad
Pervaiz could not attend the
proceedings due to some en-
gagements and prayed the
court to adjourn the case till
tomorrow. He said Amjad
Pervaiz would give argu-
ments regarding the addition
of five more witnesses in the
list on next date of hearing.


