
ISLAMABAD: A delegation of MQM led by the Convener Dr. Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui calls on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Information Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat and CEO
Google Umer Farooq signing MoU between Government of Balochistan and
Google for digitalization of Information Department. Provincial Food Minister
Zamrak Khan Achakzai and Chief Secretary Abdul Aziz Uqaili are also present

QUETTA: Dean and director Brig. Prof. Dr. Wasim Khaliq briefed Governor
Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar during his visit to National Uni-
versity of Science & Technology (NUST) Balochistan Campus.

“Decision on name of caretaker CM
Balochistan would be made with consensus”

Important meeting held between the Chief Minister Bizenjo and the Opposition

Independent Report

QUETTA: In a late night
important political devel-
opment, the Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo and Oppo-
sition have unanimously
agreed upon making final
decision on the name of
caretaker Chief Minister
with consensus.

The decision to this ef-
fect was made in an impor-
tant meeting held between
the Chief Minister Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo and

the Opposition.
The members of differ-

ent opposition parties in-
cluding Balochistan Na-
tional Party, Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam, Pashtoonkhaw
Milli Awami party were
present in the meeting.

The Chief Minister
held consultation on the
caretaker set up in the
province right in accordance
with the constitutional re-
quirement.

The participants were
literally agreed on that the
final decision on the name

of caretaker Chief Minister
would be made with con-
sensus.

However, it was de-
cided to hold more similar
consultations between the
Chief Minister and Oppo-
sition.

Needless to mention
here is that the incumbent
Balochistan assembly is
going to complete its five
years’ due tenure in second
week of August, 2023.

After completion of
the due tenure, the provin-
cial assembly is likely to be

dissolved.
Earlier, the Chief Min-

ister hosted dinner in
honour of the members of
provincial assembly on
Tuesday.

The dinner was also at-
tended by the Speaker
Balochistan Assembly, Mir
Jan Muhammad Jamali,
Deputy Speaker, Sardar
Babar Musakhail, pro-
vinc ia l minist ers an d
members of the opposi-
tion.

The Chief Minister
also had traditional Balochi
gup-shup with the partici-
pants.

During the course of
dinner, there was discussion
on the political as well as
other matters.

Imran Khan to face trial in
special court for hatching
‘cypher conspiracy’: Rana
Interior minister says Azam Khan’s confessional state-

ment is a charge sheet against former PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Interior Rana
Sanaullah Khan on Wednes-
day said that the cypher
was still in the possession
of Imran Khan Niazi, who
would remain “criminal”
until it was recovered from
him.

The reported state-
ment of Azam Khan, former
principal secretary to the
prime minister, confirmed
that he had handed over the
cypher to the them prime
minister, who told him next
day it was lost, the minis-
ter said while addressing
the press conference,
flanked by Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister
Attaullah Tarar.

He said Azam Khan, in
his statement, had clari-
fied that when the then sec-
retary foreign affairs
brough t th e is su e of
cypher in his knowledge,
and former foreign minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi
was also part & parcel of
the whole planning to use
it (cypher) against the na-
tional interests for personal
and political gains.

The interior minister
said a case would be got reg-
istered against Imran Niazi
and his accomplice Qureshi
under the Official Secrets
Act for making a classified
document public. Eventu-
ally he would have to ap-

pear before the court as his
case would be tried in the
special court.

He said Azam Khan re-
portedly admitted that he
had told Imran Niazi that
using a classified document
for political gains was a
criminal act under the Offi-
cial Secrets Act, but the then
prime minster used the
cypher to gain political
mileage.

“That cypher is still in
his custody and he will re-
main a criminal until he re-
turns the classified docu-
ment or it is  recovered by
an investigation agency
from him,” he added.

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo holding
consultative meeting with Opposition MPAs regarding caretaker setup

Visits NUST Balochistan campus:

Governor calls for
concentrating on learning

modern skills along
with scientific education

PM, MQM hold
discussion on formation

of caretaker governments
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
delegation of Mutahida
Qaumi Movement
(MQM) led by the
Convenor Dr. Khalid
Maqbool Siddiqui called
on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif here on Wednesday
and discussed in detail the
matter of formation of
caretaker governments be-
sides overall current politi-
cal situation in the coun-
try.

Federal Minister for
Information Technology
Syed Amin ul Haque, Gov-
ernor Sindh Kamran Khan
Tessori, Dr Farooq Sattar
and Mustafa Kamal were
also part of the delegation.

Minister for Railways
and Aviation Khawaja Saad
Rafique and Minister for
Economic Affairs Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq were present

in the meeting.
The meeting was held

in connection with the
prime minister’s consulta-
tions with the allies with
respect to formation of the
caretaker governments.
During the meeting, mat-
ter of the recent popula-
tion census also came un-
der discussion.

The delegation paid
tributes to the prime min-
ister on personally moni-
toring the federal
government’s ongoing
projects in Karachi and en-
suring speedy work on
these projects on priority
basis.

The MQM delegation
also praised PM Shehbaz
Sharif and his economic
team’s efforts for complet-
ing the agreement with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has un-
derlined the need to concen-
trate on learning modern
skills besides scientific edu-
cation.

The Governor believed
that a skilled person can’t
be financially dependent on
anyone, as such there is a
dire need to make the tech-
nical institutions effective
all over the province.

He was addressing the
ceremony organized during
his visit to the National
University of Science and
Technology  (NUST)
Balochistan campus here
on Wednesday.

Also present on the
occasion were the Dean and
Director of NUST
Balochistan campus, Briga-
dier Dr. Waseem Khaliq and
representatives of different

industries.
While speaking on the

occasion, the Governor said
that the new generation
would get help and guid-
ance in the ever changing
world by holding such
programmes which other-
wise are required to meet
the modern day require-
ments and human needs.

He was of the view that
as long as we take the as-
pect of creating partnership
between the academia and
market at national level se-
rious as per our social
needs, we can’t join the race
of real development.

The Governor said that
such conscious efforts
would help determine the
new course of economic
development at the time
when we are confronting
the deteriorated economic
conditions, poverty, unem-
ployment and other issues.

QUETTA: Central Ruet-e-Hilal Committee Chair-
man, Maulana Syed Muhammad Abdul Khabir Azad
addresses to media persons during press confer-
ence, at Quetta press club.

GoB & Google ink agreement
for scholarships, internships

to youth of Balochistan

Establishing peace during
Muharramcollective

obligation of Ulemas of all
schools of thoughts & nation

Australian envoy calls on Info. Minister

PML-N govt firmly believes
in press freedom: Marriyum

Terrorists used American
weapons in Zhob attack

QUETTA (Online):  The facts related to terrorists who
were killed in Zhob area of Baluchistan have come to
light. American weapons and equipments were used by
terrorists in TTP’s Zhob attack. Questions arose that: How
did modern weapons and uniforms reach the terrorists? The
terrorists had used weapons left by American army in Afghani-
stan in Zhob attack area of Baluchistan.

5.56 mm Caliber, M16 assault rifles, modern helmet,
gloves, bag packs and uniforms were used against
Pakistan. I t can be seen in the pictures that the attack-
ers who have been killed are dressed in American uni-
forms.

Even if heavy armed terrorists wear American uni-
forms they will die the death of cowardice. This is firm
commitment of the military leadership that this war will
continue till the complete eliminat ion of the terrorists.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
signed an agreement of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with
the world-fame search en-
gine firm, Google for award-
ing scholarships and intern-
ships to youth of the prov-
ince. The agreement signing
ceremony was held in
Islamabad the other day
which was also attended by
the Provincial Minister for
Finance and Food, Zamarak
Khan Achakzai, Chief Sec-
retary, Abdul Aziz Uqaili
and other high ups.

The Secretary Informa-
tion Technology, Govern-
ment of Balochistan,
Muhammad Tayyab Lehri
and Secretary Information,
Muhammad Hamza Shafqat
signed the MoU on behalf
of the provincial government

while the Google Team
Leader, Umar Farooq signed
the agreement from his
company’s side.

Needless to mention
here is that the initiative is
in line with the vision of
Chief Minister Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo for impart-
ing IT skills to youth of the
province. in addition to this,
this is also aimed to enable
youth of the province to get
online opportunities of jobs
as per the modern-day re-
quirements.

Under the agreement,
the Google would also pro-
vide assistance in digitaliza-
tion of the provincial Infor-
mation department.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chief Secretary
termed the MoU between
provincial government and
Google as an important de-

velopment and said that it
would provide ample op-
portunities of personal
growth to the youth besides
scholarships and internship.
The Secretary Information
on the occasion mentioned
that 1000 scholarships had
been given to youth of the
province by Google in May
this year while over 900
youngsters had got them
enrolled in the programme.

He said that some 2,000
more scholarships have been
given by Google to youth
of the province. He in-
formed that internees of the
programme would have the
international certification
enabling them to get online
jobs. The internees would
also be able to earn at least
US $ 1,000 US per month
through this programme,
adding he disclosed.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Australian High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Neil
Hawkins called on Minis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb in Islamabad on
Wednesday and the two
exchanged views on bilat-
eral relations, economic sta-
bility and cooperation in the
areas of film, art and cul-
ture.

Australian ambassador
lauded the efforts of Paki-
stan government for stabil-
ity of national economy
and IMF agreement.

Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
Pakistan holds its relations

with Australia in high es-
teem.

She went on to say the
government took immediate
and concrete steps for na-
tional economy in line with
the PM Shahbaz Sharif vi-
sion. Positive results have
started coming in national
economy due to these
steps. She also apprised
Australian ambassador
about newly established
Special Investment Facili-
tation Council (SIFC).

She said this council
will ensure  consistency and
effective implementation of
policies for economic re-
covery. SIFC will work on
high forum of decision mak-
ing.

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chairman
Majlis-e-Ulema Pakistan
(MUP) and Chairman cen-
tral Ruet-e-Hilal Commit-
tee, Maulana Abdul Kbahir
Azad has emphasized  that
it is collective responsibil-
ity of religious leaders of
all schools of thoughts and
general public to maintain
law and order in the coun-
try during Muharramul
Haram.

He urged the religious
scholars and general pub-
lic to forge unity among
their ranks and promote re-
ligious harmony to foil the
nefarious designs of the
enemies.

Maulana Abdul Khabir
Azad was addressing the
National Paigham-e-Aman
Pakistan conference ar-
ranged by the MUP at
Quetta Press Club.

The religious scholars
from different schools of
thoughts, social personali-
ties and others participated
in the conference.

Prominent among
them were Dr. Ragh ib
Hussain Naeemi, Maulana
Anwarul Haq Haqqani,
Allama Syed Nasrullah
Hussaini, Dr. Attaur
Rehman, Syed
Naqeebullah Agha, Allama
Mukhtiar Hussain Habibi,
Qari Mehrullah, Syed
Haibullah and others.

Azam terms ‘cypher gate’ a
premeditated conspiracy
Former principal secretary ecomes approver

against chairman PTI
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Former principal secretary
Azam Khan has become
approver against PTI chair-
man.

Azam Khan has re-
corded his statement under
164 before magistrate. In
164 statement charge sheet
has been presented against
chairman PTI.

Azam Khan termed ci-
pher a well conceived con-
spiracy saying cipher had
nothing to do with reality.
Cipher drama was enacted
for political motives.

Azam Khan said Imran
Khan worked out a false and
baseless narrative by con-
cealing all facts. Color of
foreign conspiracy was
given to cipher to avert vote
of no confidence.

He went on to say Imran
Khan said he would change
the narrative of people by
giving wrong color to cipher.

He held “Imran Khan
obtained cipher from me on

May 09 and later he said ci-
pher has been misplaced
when I asked him to return.
Imran Khan sowed the seed
of hatred among the people
against national security in-
stitutions. He waved a se-
cret letter among the people
to serve personal interest de-
spite the fact he was forbid-
den to do so. Cipher was
given wrong color of nexus
between national security
institutions and US deliber-
ately.

 He enacted cipher
drama to save his govern-
ment only”.

As per important
points in the statement of
Azam Khan foreign secre-
tary contacted Azam Khan
on March 8, 2022 and in-
formed him with reference
to cipher. The cipher was
sent to his residence on the
same evening. Foreign sec-
retary told that foreign min-
ister Qureshi has already
discussed cipher matter

with Imran Khan. This was
confirmed by Imran Khan
on next day at the very hour
when Azam Khan presented
him cipher. Imran Khan ex-
pressed pleasure on seeing
cipher.

Terming this language a
US blunder he said cipher
can be used to make narra-
tive against establishment
and opposition.

Imran Khan told Azam
Khan cipher can be used for
diverting the attention of
people to foreign interfer-
ence in vote of no confi-
dence.

Later Imran Khan asked
Azam Khan to hand over
cipher to him who did so.

According to admission
by Azam Khan, copy of ci-
pher was kept by Imran
Khan with him and on next
day March 10, 2022 when
Azam Khan asked Imran
Khan to return it to him then
Imran Khan replied this has
been lost.

No authentic
report of

security alert
Independent Report

QUETTA: The spokesman
of Balochistan police de-
partment has stated that the
security is on high alert
owing to  Muharramul
Haram and the cooperation
of citizens would be encour-
aging during the month.

This was stated by the
spokesman of Police de-
partment in a statement is-
sued here on Wednesday.

According to the
spokesman, a story of threat
alert is running with unauthen-
tic and private source on so-
cial media and it is being at-
tributed to the Balochistan
police. He clarified that no
such news has been shared
recently by him. The spokes-
man urged the general pub-
lic not to pay any heed to-
wards the unauthentic ma-
terial being aired on the so-
cial media. He said that the
police would continue to
provide necessary informa-
tion about anything related.

President summons
NA session on
July 20, Senate

on July 24
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Wednesday separately
summoned the sessions of
the National Assembly and
Senate to be held on July
20 and July 24 respectively.

The National Assem-
bly session will be held on
Thursday, July 20 at 1700
hours while the Senate
would meet on Monday,
July 24 at 1500 hours. The
president summoned ses-
sions of both Houses of
Parliament on the prime
minister’s advice under Ar-
ticle 54 of the Constitution.
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Commerce News

Census & polls
As the nation begins to enter election mode, the
rulers have made it clear that the next polls will be
based on the 2017 census. While this decision has
been decried by some government allies, such as
the MQM, the inconvenient truth is that this late in
the day, the government has little choice — mainly
because of its own lethargy — but to hold polls as
per the 2017 numbers. Any other option may end up
delaying elections, which is unacceptable.

The federal law minister announced on Mon-
day that “if” the seventh census is not approved
then constituencies will be drawn up on the basis
of the previous head count’s figures. This is largely
a foregone conclusion as the legal and constitu-
tional process of notifying the latest census and
delimiting new constituencies would clash with the
electoral time line.

Some media reports on Tuesday indicated that
the National Assembly could be dissolved early,
though these were denied by the information minis-
ter. Regardless, elections would be due no later than
November.

This means there is not enough time to notify
the results, make the requisite constitutional amend-
ment, and delimit new constituencies.

Independent observers also concur that polls
will have to be held on the basis of the 2017 num-
bers. This is because even if the government noti-
fies the 2023 results today, it will have to amend the
Constitution under Article 51(3) and thereafter de-
limit new constituencies.

As mentioned, the government does not have
the time to carry out these legal processes, while a
caretaker set-up does not have the mandate to make
constitutional amendments. Therefore, despite the
reservations of the MQM, the fact is that there are
few good options other than holding polls based
on the 2017 numbers.

Of course, the rulers must shoulder the blame
for this predicament. Apart from resource alloca-
tion, updated census numbers are essential for the
democratic process, yet the multibillion-rupee exer-
cise will be of no utility in the upcoming polls.

When provisional census numbers had been
finalised two months ago, the government should
have gone ahead and notified the results so that
the legal process could have begun.

Perhaps the rulers feared they lacked the num-
bers in a rump parliament to make the requisite con-
stitutional changes. Because of this mismanage-
ment, voters in provinces where the population has
grown will not get increased representation in par-
liament. However, the fresh census controversy not-
withstanding, under no circumstances should the
polls be delayed any further. Already the Punjab and
KP caretakers are operating beyond their constitu-
tional tenures. This must not be replicated in Sindh,
Balochistan and the centre. The only way out of the
current quagmire is for free and fair polls to be held
on time, bringing in a new dispensation with a fresh
mandate to govern.

The strength within Masters of war

Muhammad
Mohsin Masood

The resilience of people
is awe-inspiring. In the
darkest of crannies and
nooks, the strength that
is within us can lead to
us to light. In individu-
als, that tiny flicker of
light can give rise to un-
precedented amounts of
courage,  energy, kind-
ness and joy. In the lives
of nations, the resilience
of its peoples, if led
through the halls of prin-
ciple, can lead to toler-
ance, magnanimity, sta-
bility and democratic val-
ues.  Unfortunately,  in
Pakistan, we have an un-
charitable tendency to
discount much of the
suffering and the long-
term trauma that ordinary
individual citizens face.
It would be accurate to
say that the most ordi-
nary of people lead, in
the most ordinary of cir-
cumstances, the most ex-
traordinary of lives. It is
certainly most extraordi-
nary of them to face up
to a barrage of chal-
lenges such as terrorism,
poverty, the worsening
political and economic
stability, testing their re-
silience in everyday life.
One such challenge
which silently gnaws at
the heart of one in 10
menstruating women in
the world is endometrio-
sis. This disease which
affects some 200 million
women in the world liter-
ally eats into the very
insides of a person and
drains the physical and
mental strength with
which they face the
world.

Endometriosis is a
condition where tissue
similar to that found in
the lining of the womb
grows elsewhere in the
body,  such as on the

ovaries and in the fallo-
pian tubes.  Symptoms
can include lower abdo-
men or back pain, severe
pain during periods, pain
during intercourse,
bowel and bladder symp-
toms, and fertility prob-
lems. The symptoms can
vary for different women,
with some more severely
affected than others.

Endometriosis can
have a significant impact
on some women’s lives.
It is a debilitating condi-
tion characterised prima-
rily with intense pain
with no cure. The level
of pain can not only
cause fainting in those
living with endometrio-
sis but also take a men-
tal toll and can cause
complete paralysis in so-
cial and domestic func-
tioning.  Yet,  they are
there,  living, working,
and existing with us in
our homes, social spaces
and workplaces.

The amount of en-
ergy that they expend on
just functioning and
adding to our productiv-
ity as a society is colos-
sal. Endometriosis is not
a rare disease in Pakistan,
it is estimated that some
25 per cent of all
laparoscopies done in
the country find traces
of endometriosis. A con-
dition that has such a
vast impact upon the
lives of such a huge
number of women needs
to be addressed. Yet, this
disease remains
shrouded because many
doctors are misinformed
about the disease; then
there is a major lack of
awareness, funding, re-
search into diagnosis
coupled with the cultural
silence and taboo around
women’s bodies, men-
strual cycles and health.

The resilience of pa-
tients of endometriosis
is not only to be admired
but should be taken as a
source of inspiration to
take action as a society
and state which at-
tempts to grant its citi-
zens the rights with
which they can enjoy a
safe,  respectful and
healthy life. Yes, Paki-

stan does not have an
explicit r ight to health
enshrined in the Consti-
tution. We do, however,
have a jurisprudence de-
veloped around Articles
9 and 14 of the Constitu-
tion to guarantee the
right to healthcare to en-
sure the highest attain-
able standard of physi-
cal and mental health.
The Supreme Court has
recently stressed on the
availability of access to
all kinds of medical ser-
vices to everyone with-
out discrimination. En-
dometriosis and its
affectees on the other
hand remain under the ra-
dar and the shroud of
societal invi-sibility not
only denies them proper
healthcare but also rec-
ognition of their pain.
However,  the state is
obligated under the dic-
tates of its moral and
political authority to
grant them not only that
recognition but also ca-
ter to and facilitate them
with its resources.

It is partly because
of this, that the US Con-
gress passed a law to get
funding into endometrio-
sis research programmes.
There is also the En-
dometriosis CARE Act of
2022 introduced in the
Congress attempting to
get more funding and
raise awareness and edu-
cation with respect to en-
dometriosis. Considering
that many are unaware of
endometriosis, such tar-
geted legislation is a
good starting point.  In
Pakistan, we recently had
the 2020 Rights of Per-
sons with Disability
Act; however,  en-
dometriosis is not con-
sidered a disability to
enable women to get
benefit of the legislation.
What is needed is re-
search backed by legis-
lation attempting to un-
derstand not only  the
d isea se  bu t also  to
c ounter  the  multidi-
mensiona l ba rrica des
that such women face
to properly realise their
right to health in com-
bating this disease.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Mahir Ali

The headlines from the
Nato summit that con-
cluded a week ago in the
Lithuanian capital mainly
reflected the prospect of
Swedish membership and,
more dramatically, the fail-
ure to invite Ukraine into
the fold. The petulant reac-
tion from Volodymyr
Zelensky suggested he
was counting on not an im-
mediate induction but at
least some kind of timetable.

Leading figures from
the British and US adminis-
trations indicated that they
expected a bit more grati-
tude from Kyiv. There is
some consternation among
Western political-military
elites that whenever
Zelensky thanks his West-
ern backers for their latest
shipment — or promise —
of lethal weaponry, he asks
for more.

For obvious reasons,
there was never any ques-
tion of Ukraine entering the
fold in the middle of a war,
but there was the possibil-
ity of announcing that it
would be able to join right
after it ended. That, in turn,
could have reduced the like-
lihood of Vladimir Putin
agreeing under any circum-
stances to any kind of truce.

Mind you, the Rus-
sian president has never so
much as hinted at the pos-
sibility of a ceasefire, and
his imperialist impulses ap-
pear undamaged in the
wake of the Wagner mutiny
and the consequent im-
pression of a weaker Krem-
lin. But then, the same goes
for the other side.

Even before Joe Biden
held out the promise of clus-
ter bombs — a particularly
pernicious weapon banned
by several Nato members
— the response to Russia’s
invasion has involved
pumping weapons into
Ukraine, mainly from the US

but also from others. Ger-
many advanced rapidly
from helmets to tanks, and
one of the less-publicised
achie-v-ements of the
Vilnius summit was an
agreement on training
Ukrainian pilots to fly F-
16s.

Those warplanes are
among the commitments
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was
seeking for his own regime,
alongside Stockholm’s will-
ingness to turn its back on
the Kurds who have
sought refuge in Sweden,
as the price for agreeing to
Swedish membership of
Nato. He also wanted the
resumption of talks on Tur-
key joining the EU, even
though there is no short-
term prospect of accession.

Biden has also indi-
cated that the quality of
Ukrainian democracy re-
mains a concern, but that’s
hardly bothered Nato in the
past. Military coups in Tur-
key and Greece did not af-
fect their status, and ques-
tions could justifiably be
raised about the quality of
purported democracy in
countries such as Hungary
and Poland, not to mention
the US itself.

Following the birth of
Nato in the aftermath of
World War II, its first secre-
tary general, Britain’s Lord
Ismay — who was born in
India, and served as military
secretary to colonial vice-
roy Lord Willingdon —
said that the military alli-
ance was intended to keep
“the Americans in, the
Russians out and the Ger-
mans down”. However, as
Grey Ander-son and Tho-
mas Meaney pointed out
in a New York Times col-
umn, Nato “was never pri-
marily concerned with ag-
gregating military power”,
as the divisions it fielded
would never have been
enough to repel a Soviet
ground invasion (which,
one might add, was never
contemplated in Mos-
cow). “Rather, it set out to
bind western Europe to a
far vaster project of a US-
led world order, in which
American protection
served as a lever to ob-
tain concessions on other
issues, like trade and mon-

etary policy.”
“In that mission,”

they add, “it has proved
remarkably successful.”
There is talk now of a ‘glo-
bal Nato’, and putative
‘Indo-Pacific 4’ partners
— Japan, South Korea,
Australia and New
Zealand — were all
present at Vilnius, as they
were at Madrid last year.
The potential adversary,
in this case, is China.

No challenge to
American hegemony can
be tolerated, and Nato has
never been much more
than an instrument for that
mindset, primarily in Eu-
rope — including its bom-
bardment of the Balkans
in the 1990s — but also in
territories from Afghani-
stan to Libya. It leaves a
trail of mass destruction
wherever it goes, and the
project of making the
world safe for capitalism
has not been a particular
success outside Europe.

None of the above is
intended to suggest that
Russia or China is on the
right track. The monu-
mental folly of invading
Ukraine will haunt Russia
long after Putin perishes,
by natural causes or oth-
erwise, and Xi Jinping’s
‘Chinese dream’ could
turn out to be a nightmare
for plenty of less power-
ful nations, but also for
China itself. Yet the pros-
pect of entrenching US
neo-imperialism more
widely is much like add-
ing fossil fuel to the fire
while the world experi-
ences some of its hottest
days in thousands of
years.

Anthropogenic cli-
ma te c hange has
br ought humanity to
the brink of self-annihi-
lation. Egged on by the
masters of war — exco-
riated by Bob Dylan 60
years ago shortly after
Dwight Eisenhower ’s
wa rning against the
military-industrial com-
plex,  whic h r emains
dedicated to profiting
from the economies of
conflict — misanthropic
militarism could push
us over  the cliff.   - -
Courtesy Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review the progress
regarding the ongoing SOE reforms.

A Delegation of Asian Development Bank (ADB) led by Country Director
Mr. Young Ye, called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, at Finance Division, Islamabad

ADB maintains growth forecast
for Asia and the Pacific at 4.8%

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) is maintaining
its growth outlook for
developing economies in
Asia and the Pacific at 4.8
percent this year, as robust
domestic demand
continues to support the
region’s recovery.

Inflation is expected
to continue falling,
approaching pre-pandemic
levels as fuel and food
prices decline, According
to the Asian Development
Outlook (ADO) for July
2023 released by the ADB
on Wednesday.Growth in
Pakistan in FY2023 (ended

30 June 2023) was weighed
down by tighter monetary
and fiscal policies to
safeguard macroeconomic
stability, pervasive
inflation, and significant
damage from flooding.The
ADO April 2023
projection for Pakistan in
FY2024 assumes that the
government will continue
reform as recommended by
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) under a new
policy-support program
approved on July
12.Inflation in developing
Asia is  forecast at 3.6
percent this year,
compared with April

forecast of 4.2 percent.
The inflation outlook

for 2024, meanwhile, is
raised to 3.4 percent from
an earlier estimate of 3.3
percent, it  added.The
reopening of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC)
is bolstering the region’s
growth. The PRC’s
economy is projected to
expand 5.0 percent this
year, unchanged from the
April forecast, amid strong
domestic demand in the
services sector.However,
demand for developing
Asia’s exports of
electronics and other
manufactured goods is

slowing, as monetary
tightening drags on
economic activity in major
advanced economies.

The region’s growth
forecast for next year is
marginally revised down to
4.7 percent from 4.8
percent estimate in April.

“Asia and the Pacific
continue to recover from
the pandemic at a steady
pace,” said ADB Chief
Economist Albert Park.
“Domestic demand and
services activity are driving
growth, while many
economies are also
benefiting from a strong
recovery in tourism.

PM directs for swift reforms in
loss-making state-owned enterprises
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday
directed the relevant
authorities to introduce
reforms on priority basis
in the state-owned
enterprises (SOEs)
inflicting loss to  the
national exchequer.

The prime minister,
who chaired a meeting to
review the reforms in the
SOEs, instructed to ensure
the transparency in the
process of outsourcing the
services as well as public-

private partnership.
He said the

government would ensure
that the caretaker
government carried forward
the policies of the national
interest to  achieve
consistent progress.

The prime minister
said the government was
taking all-out measures to
uplift the working of
institutions at par with
international standards and
provide the best facilities
to the masses.

In the briefing, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
was told that the reforms
process of the SOEs was
going on swiftly.

It was told  that
government would ensure
the inclusion of experts in
the boards of the SOEs to
establish modern systems
and provide better
facilities.

The prime minister
was briefed on the
performance indicators of the
institutions as well as the
corporations and the ongoing
reforms process there.

No additional tax being imposed
on agriculture sector income: Bilal
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Coordinator to Prime
Minister on Economy and
Energy Bilal Azhar Kayani
on Wednesday
categorically said that the
government had no plan to
impose additional tax on
income of agriculture
sector.

Addressing a news
conference here, he said it
was unfortunate that those
who pushed the country to
the verge of default were
now attempting to dent the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) programme.

He expressed firm
resolve that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) would continue
to take the country’s
journey towards economic
stability and progress
forward after coming into

power in the next general
elections.

He mentioned that the
government had
successfully entered into a
nine-month Stand-By-
Agreement (SBA) with
IMF, which was the result
of the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s dedicated
efforts that received
overwhelming support
from the entire nation.

One significant
indicator of the country’s
economic growth was
observed on July 3 when
the Pakistan stock
exchange experienced a
remarkable increase of 2446
points, with the index
surpassing the 45,000
mark. This positive
development was well-
received by the business
and trading communities,

signifying their confidence
in the government’s
economic policies, he
added.

Kayani highlighted
that Fitch, a renowned
credit rating agency, also
improved Pakistan’s rating
from minus ’CCC ‘  to
‘+CCC’ further bolstering
the nation’s economic
position.

Acknowledging the
concerns surrounding loans
acquired from the IMF, the
Prime Minister himself
acknowledged the
necessity of such measures
for Pakistan’s economic
well-being. As a result, the
country’s foreign reserves
increased, and exchange
rate stability  has been
achieved, effectively
eliminating the threats of
default.

SBP designates
domestic systemically

important banks for 2023
KARACHI (APP): The
State Bank of Pakistan on
Wednesday announced the
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks for the
year 2023 under D-SIBs
framework aimed at further
strengthening risk
management capacities and
resilience against shocks.

According to  a
statement issued here, the
central bank has designated
National Bank of Pakistan
(NBP), Habib Bank
Limited (HBL) and United
Bank Limited (UBL) as D-
SIBs for the year 2023 after
carrying out the annual
assessment based on
banks’ financials as of

December 31, 2022 in line
with D-SIBs framework.

In addition to  the
implementation of the
enhanced supervisory
requirements, the
designated banks have to
follow additional Common
Equity Tier-1 (CET-1)
capital requirements
according to the specified
bucket. The NBP has been
assigned bucket D with 2.5
percent additional CET-1
requirement, the HBL has
been placed in bucket C
with 1.5 percent additional
CET-1 requirement and
UBL in bucket A with 0.5
percent additional CET-1
requirement.

PTCL group posts 26.8%
revenue growth in 6 months
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited (PTCL)
revenue has jumped to Rs 90.9
billion posting a growth of 26.8
per cent during the first six
months of the current year
compared to the
corresponding period.

The financial results for
six months were announced
during the Board of Directors’
meeting held in Islamabad here
on Wednesday, said a news
release. Throughout the first
half of 2023, PTCL Group has
sustained its momentum,
further solidifying its position
as the leading integrated
telecom service provider in
Pakistan.“This substantial
increase in revenue is primarily

attributed to the exceptional
performance across multiple
segments, including fixed
broadband, mobile data,
business solutions and banking
services.”

PTCL achieved 17.2 per
cent revenue growth over the
same period last year in the
fixed broadband business. The
Company further
strengthened its flagship
FTTH brand, ‘Flash Fiber’ by
achieving significant net
subscriber additions through
exceptional customer
experiences and aggressive
expansion of the fiber network
across the country which
played a vital role in achieving
a significant increase in FTTH
revenue by 106.5 per cent.

SM Tanveer chairs 123rd

PSIC board meeting
Independent Report

L A H O R E C a r e t a k e r
Provincial Minister for
Industry and Commerce
SM Tanveer chaired the
123 r d B o ar d  o f
Dir ec to r s  (B o D)
meeting of Punjab Small
Industries Corporation
(PSIC )  to  d is cu s s 14
agend a items here on
Wednesday.

The BoD approved
the PSIC  budget of Rs
5.1 billion for the
financial year 2023-24,

besides taking important
dec ision s to  exped ite
industrialisation. It was
decided to give a final
chance to those who have
not  yet  establis hed
industries on vacant plots
in industrial estates.

The plot owner
would have to  fulfill
obligations in the first
month, submit a plan
within three months, and
start construction within
the following three
months.

Ambassador
of Pakistan
to Ethiopia
visits SCCI

SIALKOT (APP):
Ambassador of Pakistan to
Ethiopia Atif Sharif on
Wednesday visited the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SCCI). During the
meeting, VP SCCI Amer
Majeed Sheikh emphasized
the need to improve the
current trade volume between
the two countries. The
meeting was aimed to
strengthen bilateral trade
relations and explore business
opportunities. The vice
president shared the potential
of “Made in Sialkot” products
in the Ethiopian market as
well as ways to enhance trade
and economic cooperation.
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HYDERABAD: Residents of Tando Jam are hold-
ing protest demonstration against high handedness
of influent people, at Hyderabad press club.

KARACHI: A large numbers of vehicles stuck in
traffic jam due to negligence of traffic police staffs
and illegal parking, at Liaquatabad in Karachi.

Govt sends Pakistanis abroad for
employment after signing MoUs

with foreign countries: Sajid Tori
PESHAWAR (APP): Fed-
eral Minister for
OverseasePakistanis and
Human Resource Develop-
ment, Sajid Husain Tori
here Wednesday said the
government was sending
Pakistanis abroad for em-
ployment after sign ing
proper MoUs and agree-
ments with foreign coun-
tries to ensure their jobs
security and dignified stay
there.

The Minister said that

under proper agreements
and MoUs, the skilled and
semi-skilled workforce of
Pakistan were being sent to
different countries for em-
ployment to earn valuable
foreign exchange for the
country.

“People are not going
by themselves but rather
being sent abroad under
proper MoUs and agree-
ments signed with 16 dif-
ferent countries to ensure
their jobs security and dig-

nified stay in these states,”
he said.

The federal minister
said that up till now, MoUs
were signed with about 16
countries for abroad em-
ployment to Pakistanis and
some more agreements were
under consideration.

The Minister said vo-
cational education and pro-
fessional training were im-
perative for the sustainable
progress and development
of the country.

“Without quality edu-
cation and vocational train-
ing to youth, the country’s
development seemed diffi-
cult and collective efforts
were required to promote
technical education in all
areas of Pakistan,” he said.

He expressed these
views during separate meet-
ings of officers and focal
persons at the regional of-
fice of the Overseas Paki-
stan Foundation (OPF),
Peshawar.

Iranian Consul:

China Window can help promote
Pak-Iran people to people ties

PESHAWAR (APP): Ira-
nian Consul General in
Peshawar, Ali
Banafshekhah, Wednesday
said the China’s cultural
center set up in Peshawar
could play an effective role
in promoting people-to-
people relations between
Pakistan and Iran, besides
its main objective of further
strengthening Pak-China
friendship.

He expressed these
views during his visit to
China Window, a center for
promotion of Chinese cul-
ture and information in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The Iranian diplomat
took round of different sec-

tions of China Window,
singed the Friendship Wall
and penned down his re-
marks in Guests Book.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ali Banafshekhah said
on one side Pakistan and
China had strong friendly
relations, and on the other
Iran and Pakistan also had
very cordial brotherly rela-
tions. He said he was of the
belief that with exchange of
delegations from both the
countries, “our people-to-
people relations will be-
come more intact and
strong”.

Both China Window
and Khana-e-Farhang Iran
could jointly play an effec-

tive role in the promotion
of historic relations and cul-
ture of three countries, he
suggested.

The consul general
said he was working on ar-
ranging visits of Iranian del-
egations to Pakistan and in
the same way the people
from different walks of
lives from Peshawar should
visit their brotherly Iranian
country.

He termed the estab-
lishment of China Window
a welcoming decision which
would help share informa-
tion among the people about
the socio-economic ben-
efits of China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor in Pakistan.

PESHAWAR: A delegation of public representatives of District Khyber Tehsil Bara meting with Khyber
Pakhutnkhawa Haji Ghulam Ali.

CM directs
Admin to immediately

complete rainwater
drainage operation

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi on
Wednesday directed the au-
thorities concerned with the
district administration to
utilize all available re-
sources and immediately
complete the rainwater
drainage operation.

According to a district
administration spokesman,
the chief minister had is-
sued special instructions to
Rescue-1122, PDMA and
the district administration

directing them to ensure
immediate drainage of wa-
ter in low-lying areas of
Rawalpindi following
heavy rain  on Tuesday
night. The CM said that im-
mediate actions should be
taken on an emergency ba-
sis for drainage of rainwa-
ter.

The officers of the ad-
ministration and related in-
stitutions should remain in
the field until the drainage
work is completed, he or-
dered.

Special medical facilities to
be provided to participants
of Muharram processions

Hearing of petition filed by
Pervez against grant of his
physical remand adjourned

IG police pins
badges to
promoted
officials

FAISALABAD (APP): In-
spector General Police
Punjab Dr Usman Anwar
visited on Wednesday and
pinned badges to promoted
officials at the Police Lines.

Regional Police Of-
ficer Dr Muhammad Abid
Khan, City Police Officer
Usman Akram Gondal, SSP
Operation and other offic-
ers were also present. The
IG congratulated the pro-
moted staff and directed
them to perform their new
responsibilities with dedi-
cation and honestly. He said
the police department was
using all available resources
for welfare of families of
the policemen.

PPP leaders capable
to run country’s affairs
in better way: Inqilabi

LAHORE (APP): Care-
taker Punjab Health Min-
ister Dr Javed Akram on
Wednesday directed to
provide the best medical
facilities to participants of
the processions during
Muharram-ul-Haram.

In the directions issued
here, the minister said that
special arrangements would
be made to provide medical
facilities in government
teaching hospitals on 9th
and 10th Muharram. He
said that special beds would
be allocated in government
teaching hospitals during
Muharram, adding that
duty roster of indoor, op-
eration theaters and phar-
macies would be issued. In
all government teaching
hospitals, paramedical staff

including medical, nursing,
paramedical and support
staff will perform 24-hour
duties. He said that during
Muharram, security staff
would perform 24-hour
duties in government teach-
ing hospitals.

Dr. Javed Akram
added that during
Muharram, the availability
of medicines, vaccines, IV
fluids, surgical and non-sur-
gical disposables and blood
bags would be ensured in
government teaching hospi-
tals. He said that operation
theaters of all government
teaching hospitals would
remain fully operational
during Muharram, adding,
ambulances with trained
staff would also be avail-
able in the hospitals.

PESHAWAR (APP):
Deputy Secretary Informa-
tion Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Khyber
Pakh tunkhwa chapter
Gohar Inqilabi expressed
optimism to win the next
general elections.

In a statemen t is-
sued here, he said that
the  p a rty  is  fully  ca -
pable to run the affairs
of the country in a bet-
ter manner and steering
it out of the prevailing
crises.

He said that the PPP

has prepared a master plan
to make Pakistan a pros-
perous, green and devel-
oped country by providing
all basic amenities of life to
the people of cities, towns
and villages across the
country.

He said that after com-
ing into power in 2008, it
did the historic feat of the
18th Constitutional
Amendment and guaran-
teed rights to the people
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and other small federating
units.

LAHORE (Online): With-
out proceeding further,
Lahore High Court (LHC)
has adjourned till August 12
hearing of the petition
against decision regarding
physical remand of former
Chief Minister (CM)
Punjab Pervez Elahi.

The petition came up
for hearing before single
bench of LHC led by Jus-
tice Shehram Sarwar
Wednesday. Anti corrup-
tion authorities and others
have been made respon-
dents in the petition.

The court had sum-
moned the lawyers for ar-
guments on appeal of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi.

The LHC has already
suspended the sessions
court decision for present-
ing Chaudhry Pervez Elahi
for physical remand again.

The petitioner has

taken the plea judicial mag-
istrate refused to  grant
physical remand of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi to
anti corruption authorities.
Judicial magistrate sent
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi to
jail on judicial remand.

Anti corruption chal-
lenged the decision of
magistrate in  sessions
court. It was further said
in the petition that the
court nullified the deci-
sion of judicial magistrate
for not granting physical
remand  of  Ch audh ry
Pervez Elahi. Sessions
court gave illegal decision
of granting physical re-
mand of Chaudhry Pervez
Elahi.

The petitioner re-
quested the court to nullify
the decision of granting
physical remand by ses-
sions court.

Russia strikes critical port facilities in
Odesa after Kremlin halts grain deal

At least 16 killed
by suspected

electrocution in
north Indian state

Monitoring Desk
LUCKNOW: At least 16
people were killed and an-
other six injured in a sus-
pected case of electrocution
in the north Indian state of
Uttarakhand on Wednesday
morning, government offi-
cials said. The incident took
place inside a sewage treat-
ment plant established in the
Himalayan state’s Chamoli
district as part of a flagship
programme of the federal
government that focuses on
conserving the river Ganga.

Kremlin says it did not
tell S.Africa that Putin
arrest would mean war

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russia unleashed
intense drone and missile
attacks overnight Wednes-
day, damaging critical port
infrastructure in southern
Ukraine, including grain and
oil terminals, and wound-
ing at least 12 people, offi-
cials said.

The bombardment
crippled significant parts of
export facilities in Odesa
and nearby Chornomorsk
and destroyed 60,000 tons
of grain, according to
Ukraine’s Agriculture Min-
istry.

It came days after
President Vladimir Putin
pulled Russia out of its par-
ticipation in the Black Sea

Grain Initiative, a wartime
deal that enabled Ukraine’s
exports to  reach many
countries facing the threat
of hunger.

It also followed a vow
by Putin to retaliate against
Kyiv for an attack Monday
on the crucial Kerch Bridge
linking Russia with the
Crimean Peninsula, which
the Kremlin illegally an-
nexed in 2014.

The Agriculture Min-
istry, citing experts, esti-
mated it would take a year
to restore the damaged fa-
cilities.

The destroyed grain
was supposed to have been
loaded onto a vessel and
sent through the grain cor-

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia did not
tell South Africa that arrest-
ing President Vladimir Putin
on an arrest warrant from
the International Criminal
Court (ICC) would mean
“war”, the Kremlin said on
Wednesday.

Shortly  after the
Kremlin’s comments, South
Africa said that Putin would
not attend a summit of the
BRICS group of nations in
South Africa in August “by
mutual agreement.” Th e
ICC has accused Putin

and his children’s com-
missioner Maria Lvova-
Belova of the war crime
of  d ep or ting child ren
from Ukraine to Russia,
something Moscow re-
jects as false. A local court
submission published on
Tuesday had shown that
South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa had
asked permission from the
ICC not to arrest Putin in
the context of the BRICS
summit because to do so
would amount to a decla-
ration of war.

ridor two months ago, the
statement said.

“Such attacks by Rus-
sian terrorists are not only
affecting our country but
also global stability,” Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said during a
briefing with the visiting
Irish prime minister in
Kyiv. He said Ukraine
needs more anti-aircraft de-
fense systems to protect
the port.

Zelenskyy said his
government is trying to find
a way to maintain a corri-
dor to keep grain exports
flowing despite Russia’s
decision to abandon the
deal brokered with the U.N.
and Turkey.

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al-Thani attend a welcoming ceremony in Doha, Qatar.

Turkiye, Qatar to enhance
bilateral relations after

Erdogan visit
Monitoring Desk

DOHA: Turkiye and
Qatar agreed to further
boost bilateral ties in vari-
ous fields, according to a
joint statement issued af-
ter President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to
the Gulf country.

“On the basis of our
strategic relations and bilat-
eral cooperation in the po-
litical, diplomatic, eco-
nomic and commercial
fields, and in line with the
directives of the wise lead-
ers of the two countries, we
are determined to continue
our joint efforts to coordi-
nate in various fields to en-
sure the continuity of the
strengthening of bilateral
relations for the benefit of

the two brotherly countries
and peoples.”

The Turkish and
Qatari foreign ministers
signed the declaration dur-
ing Erdogan’s visit to Qatar,
marking a half-century
since the establishment of
diplomatic ties.

“We are pleased to
celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations be-
tween the Republic of
Turkiye and the State of
Qatar in 2023,” it said.
“Turkiye-Qatar relations
have undergone a qualitative
transformation since (their)
establishment in 1973 until
(they) reached the stage of
strategic partnership.” The
declaration also stressed

that Turkiye-Qatar rela-
tions reflect “deep-rooted”
historical ties built on po-
litical and social founda-
tions. “The current strate-
gic partnership between
the Republic of Turkiye
and the State of Qatar is
fruitful at all levels, and the
two countries have similar
approaches on most re-
gional and international is-
sues,” it added.

Economic and com-
mercial cooperation be-
tween the two countries
has witnessed steady
growth over the past few
years, it added.

Qatari Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani
welcomed Erdogan with an
official ceremony.

Australian sailor Timothy Lindsay Shaddock, 54,
who went adrift with his dog Bella over two months
speaks during a welcoming ceremony in his honor
after being rescued by a Mexican tuna trawler, in
Manzanillo, Mexico.

South Africa says Putin will skip
a summit next month because

of his ICC arrest warrant
Monitoring Desk

CAPE TOWN: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
will not attend the BRICS
economic summit in
Johannesburg next month,
the office of South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
said in a statement Wednes-
day. The decision means
South Africa will not face
the dilemma of whether it
should carry out an Inter-
national Criminal Court ar-
rest warrant against the
Russian leader.

South Africa is a sig-
natory to the treaty that
created the ICC and would
have been obliged under
that to  arrest Putin, al-
though the country had
given strong hints that it

would have likely not ex-
ecuted the arrest warrant.

But Wednesday’s an-
nouncement allows South
Africa to avoid the problem
and comes after Ramaphosa
spoke with Putin by tele-
phone in recent days. The
decision for Putin not to at-
tend was by “mutual agree-
ment,” Ramaphosa’s office
said. Russia will instead be
represented at the Aug 22-24
summit by Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov. The BRICS
economic bloc is made up of
Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. South Af-
rica had invited the leaders of
the other four countries to the
summit before Putin’s arrest
warrant was issued by the
ICC in March.

Flooded banks of river Yamuna along the Taj Mahal in Agra.

An American economist is getting
a top EU job. France’s Macron

isn’t happy about it
Monitoring Desk

BRUSSELS: With French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron insisting the European
Union needs more strategic
independence, he seemed
decidedly piqued on Tues-
day over the EU head
office’s plans to hire an
American expert as its chief
competition economist.

“Is there really no great
European researcher with aca-
demic qualifications that could
do this job?” Macron asked
at a summit of EU leaders with
their Latin American counter-

parts. In a bloc of some 450
million people, “is there no
one in the 27 member states
that has a researcher good
enough to advise the (Euro-
pean) Commission? That is a
real question mark,” Macron
said. The EU’s executive com-
mission announced last week
that it had appointed Yale eco-
nomics professor Fiona Scott
Morton as chief competition
economist in its department
tasked with ensuring that “all
companies compete equally
and fairly on their merits
within the single market.

North Korea fires two missiles
after U.S. submarine

arrives in S.Korea
Monitoring Desk

TOKYO: North Korea
launched two ballistic mis-
siles eastward early on
Wednesday, Japan’s and
South Korea’s militaries
said, just hours after a U.S.
ballistic missile submarine
arrived in a South Korean
port for the first time in four
decades.

Both of the missiles
appeared to have fallen
outside Japan’s exclusive
economic zone, the Japa-
nese Defence Ministry said.

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of S taff  (JC S)
called on the North to

cease such launches.
“We strongly con-

demn North Korea’s suc-
cessive ballis tic missile
launches as grave pro-
vocative acts that under-
mine the peace and sta-
bility of the Korean Pen-
insula as well as the in-
ternational community,
and are a clear violation
of U.N. Security Council
resolutions,” the JCS said
in a statement.

The U.S. military said
it was aware of the missile
launches and was consult-
ing closely with its allies
and partners.

Kenyan protesters
hurl rocks at police
as three-day tax
protests begin
Monitoring Desk

NAIROBI: Kenyan protest-
ers hurled rocks at police,
which responded with vol-
leys of tear gas, in skirmishes
in the country’s major cities
on Wednesday as three days
of demonstrations against high
costs of living and tax hikes
kicked off. Two water-cannon
trucks and dozens of riot po-
lice were stationed at the en-
trance to the Kibera
neighbourhood in Nairobi,
where protesters burned tires
and engaged in running battles
with security forces.
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LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan Ulema Council and Special Representative of
Prime Minister of Pakistan for Interfaith Harmony and Middle East Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi series of All Parties National Peace
Seminar at Rahmani Islamic Center Model Town hand in hand for peace and
unity on the occasion of Muharram.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Asadullah
Baloch meeting with Principal Secretary to Chief
Minister Imran Gichki.

QUETTA: A delegation led by provincial president Pakistan People Party
Balochistan Changez Khan Jamali meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi exchanging views
with Kamran Tessori, Governor Sindh during meet-
ing held at Naval Headquarters in Islamabad.

WASHINGTON: Shazia Marri, Federal Minister
PA&SS and Chairperson Benazir Income Support
Programme Presents Book titled 15 Years’ Jour-
ney from Inception to a Globally Recognized Social
Protection Vehicle” to Nicole Klingen, World
Bank’s Regional Head of Social Protection & Act-
ing Director for Digital Development in Europe
and Central Asia.

Pakistan urges reinstatement
of S. Asia’s strategic balance;
Kashmir dispute’s resolution

Pakistan’s youth always
excelled whenever given

opportunities: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Wednesday said
the country’s youth always
proved their mettle at the
international level when-
ever provided the right op-
portunities.

In a tweet, he men-
tioned his yesterday’s
launch of a youth sports
initiative programme aimed
at converging the energies
of youth towards a posi-
tive direction.

PM Sharif expressed
confidence that youth
would excel under the pa-
tronage of the Prime
Minister’s Youth Sports
Initiative.

He pointed out the
shortage of facilities for
sportsmen in the country
to compete in the games at
the international level. The

programme would promote
sports across the country
through the training of tal-
ented youth, he added.

The prime minister
hoped that future govern-
ments would ensure the
continuity  of the
programme in best interest
of the youth.

Shehbaz Sharif a day
earlier launched multiple
initiatives for promoting
sports culture and welfare
of the sports persons in-
cluding the Rs 5 billion Pa-
kistan Sports Endowment
Fund with seed money of
Rs 5 billion.

The other initiatives
include the soft launch of
the first dedicated Sports
University, the Elite
Sportspersons Develop-
ment Programme and the e-
sports development
programme.

Large number of people
benefiting from Green
Bus Service in Quetta

BAEF to approve 500 more
cases in its board meeting

in August: Noorullah

DC Kalat urges
scholars, parents,
to play role for

elimination
of polio

QUETTA (APP):Deputy
Commissioner Kalat Munir
Ahmed Durrani on
Wednesday said that polio
was a deadly disease and
every member of the so-
ciety has to play his role
to save his children from
it.

In this regard, schol-
ars, journalist community,
poets, writers, politicians,
and social workers should
raise awareness among the
people so that it is possible
to create a polio-free soci-
ety, he said.

He expressed these
views while chairing a meet-
ing to review steps for anti-
polio drive which would be
started from August 1st.

4 injured in
Mastung clash
QUETTA (APP): At least
four people were injured in
clash between two groups
at Surgaz area of Mastung
district on Wednesday.

According to Levies
sources, two rival groups
attacked each other with
sticks and punches after
developing dispute between
them.

As a result, four
people received injuries on
the spot. The injured were
rushed to Shaheed Nawab
Ghaus Bakhsh Rainsani
Hospital for medical aid
where the injured victims
were identified as
Muhammad Naeem,
Muhammad Yousaf,
Zubair Ahmed and Najeeb-
ur-Rehman.

The reason of the clash
could not be ascertained so
far.

Alvi appoints
AG I’abad,

FPSC Chairman
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
approved appointment of
Ayaz Shaukat Advocate as
Advocate General (AG)
Islamabad while Captain
(retd) Shahid Ashraf Tarrar
was appointed as Chair-
man of Federal Public Ser-
vice Commission (FPSC)
with immediate effect.

The president also
approved resignation of
Jahangir Khan Jadoon from
the office of Advocate Gen-
eral Islamabad with effect
from July 14, the President
Secretariat Press Wing said
in press releases on
Wednesday. President Alvi
approved appointment and
resignation under Article 48
(I) and Articles 2,3 and 6 of
the Advocate General
(Terms and Conditions.

Senator Gillani emphasizes
significance of democracy,
human rights & rule of law

Chairman Senate commends
PHF at Annual Report

2022 Launch Event

WASHINGTON (APP):
Pakistan has called for re-
establishing the strategic
balance in South Asia and
for moving the region to-
wards peace by promoting
a settlement of the decades-
old, UN-recognized Kash-
mir dispute through diplo-
macy.

“It is important that
the strategic balance in
South Asia is re-established,
along with a quest for peace,
so that the region does not
remain a potential tinder-
box,” Masood Khan,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the US, told a Conference
on Diplomacy for Devel-

opment in Houston, Texas.
“We should resort to

bilateral, third party and
multilateral diplomacy to
resolve the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute and ensure
nuclear stability,” the Paki-
stani envoy said in his re-
marks on: The Future of
Pakistan-US Relations: A
Way Forward.

The conference, at
which senior State Depart-
ment official Elizabeth
Horst was among the noted
speakers, was organized by
the International Academy
of Letters, a think-tank
seeking to build bridges
through cultural & public

diplomacy. Pointing out
that the US had chosen
friends within the setting of
the Indo-Pacific Strategy,
Ambassador Masood Khan
noted that “ their (US
friends) declared vectors of
invest, align and compete,
we are told are not designed
to alienate or confront other
countries in the region and
beyond.” On its part, he
said Pakistan had pursued
connectivity through the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor to leverage its eco-
nomic geography, declaring,
“Our defence and economic
ties with China will con-
tinue.”

LONDON (APP): Senator
Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani,
former Prime Minister of
Pakistan, on Wednesday
stressed for advancing
democratic principles, hu-
man rights, rule of law, tol-
erance, equality, and called
for duly protecting rights of
Kashmiri and Palestinian
people, and opposing au-
thoritarian populism.

Addressing the inau-
gural seminar at Society of
Lincoln’s Inn Old Court
Room, Senator Yousaf
Gillani reiterated his com-
mitment to promoting hu-
man rights, safeguarding in-
dependence of the judiciary,
and ensuring media free-
dom.

He discussed how his
actions as Prime Minister,
had been geared towards
upholding these principles
within the context of de-
mocracy and human rights.

He also stressed to
address the challenges, be-
ing faced by Kashmiri and
Palestinian people and
called for international sup-
port in upholding their
rights. He warned against
authoritarian populism and
urged the world to protect
the rights of migrants.

“As a Senator and
former Prime Minister of

Pakistan, I am deeply hon-
ored to speak at this pres-
tigious occasion, hosted by
the Society of Lincoln’s Inn
— an institution known for
its excellence in legal edu-
cation. I am grateful for the
opportunity to address this
esteemed gathering and ex-
press my admiration for the
institution’s commitment to
nurturing responsible and
thoughtful legal profession-
als.” After undergoing six-
year imprisonment by a
dictator’s regime, he was
sworn in as the Prime Min-
ister in 2008, with his con-
victions, vindicated by
both the courts and
people’s support. This or-
deal reinforced his dedica-
tion to advocating for a fair
and just justice system,
underscoring the signifi-
cance of fundamental rights,
he added. Gillani said his af-
filiation with PPP, founded
by Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto, was rooted in the
principles of democracy,
equality, freedom, and hu-
man rights.

He lauded the sacri-
fices rendered by former
Prime Ministers - Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto and Ms Benazir
Bhutto - for promoting
democratic culture in the
country.

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Green bus
service launched couple of
days back has acclaimed
much appreciation from
general public. The Green
bus service project started
by the provincial govern-
ment under leadership of
Chief Minister Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo has be-
come attention of the gen-
eral public, which is evident
from the fact that a large
number of people have
started benefitting from the
service. Matter of fact re-
mains that the public circles
have described the launch
of Green bus service as wel-
coming. How the general
public is benefitting from

the service is also evident
from the number of passen-
gers who travelled on the
buses on Wednesday.

Worth mentioning is
that a total of 3,862 pas-
sengers benefitted from the
ride of Green buses on the
route from Baleli to
Balochistan University.

It may also be men-
tioned here that over 3500
passengers had travelled by
the Green buses on Tuesday.
This speaks about the num-
ber of passengers is increas-
ing on the Green buses with
every passing day. This was
the vision of Chief Minister
to launch the Green buses
who wanted to prefer the
public welfare projects.

QUETTA (APP): The next
board meeting of the
Balochistan Awami Endow-
ment Fund (BAEF) would
be held in the first week of
August after a period of
seven months due to a lack
of funds to approve more
cases of poor patients.

As many as 500 more
cases would be approved in
the 20th board meeting of
BAEF to provide financial
assistance to poor patients,
the Coordinator of BAEF,
Noorullah told APP on
Wednesday.

The coordinator said
the programme was receiv-
ing Rs70 million monthly
as seed money but the need
of the poor people had gone
above Rs500 million.

The board meeting of
the program could not com-
mence after December last
year due to the unavailabil-
ity of funds to approve
more cases of needy pa-
tients suffering from differ-
ent chronic diseases, he
added.

Noorullah said with
the approval of 500 more
cases the tally would be
reached to 3500 patients

being treated under the
BAEF initiative in the best
public and private sector
hospitals across the coun-
try.

Under the initiative,
Rs 2.9 billion had been pro-
vided to poor patients for
the treatment of “open
heart surgery, Thalassemia,
cancer, liver and kidney
transplants, adding that all
cases have been approved
by the medical board on
merit.

He had submitted the
proposal to the provincial
government to issue an
Rs500 million supplemen-
tary budget to the special
support programme so that
the needs of the people
could be met.

He urged the govern-
ment to convert the
programme into a perma-
nent authority to ensure the
best healthcare facilities for
a maximum number of poor
people suffering from
chronic diseases.

He also urged the pri-
vate sector to come forward
and join hands with the
government for the noble
cause.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani,
graced the “Pakistan Hu-
manitarian Forum’s Annual
Report 2022 Launch
Event” at Marriot Hotel
Islamabad as the Chief
Guest on Wednesday.

During his address at
the ceremony, Chairman
Senate Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani extended his heart-
felt appreciation for the re-
markable efforts of the Pa-
kistan Humanitarian Forum
(PHF) in organizing such an
important event. He em-
phasized the pivotal role of
humanitarian and develop-
ment works in Pakistan,
acknowledging PHF’s ex-
ceptional contributions to
providing relief and reha-
bilitation to those affected,
especially after the devas-
tating floods in Pakistan.

Chairman Senate also
praised PHF for its efforts
in creating a platform that
enables various organiza-
tions to come together and
serve the people of Paki-
stan. He assured PHF of

the Senate of Pakistan’s
cooperation, ensuring a
strong partnership between
PHF and the Climate
Change Parliamentary Cau-
cus. In line with this com-
mitment, he pledged that
two representatives from
PHF will be provided rep-
resentation in the Caucus to
enhance coordination be-
tween the two bodies. Fur-
thermore, Chairman Senate
stressed the need to raise
awareness among the pub-
lic to protect the future of
our children. He pledged to
provide PHF and similar
organizations with appro-
priate platforms to support
their initiatives effectively.

Recognizing the sig-
nificance of sustainable de-
velopment in Balochistan,
Chairman Senate proposed
organizing a donor confer-
ence to channel resources
towards the development
of the province. Highlight-
ing the critical role of the
private sector, Chairman
Senate called for their sup-
port in generating employ-
ment opportunities.

QUETTA: A delegation of women MPAs meeting with Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo.

President says:

Imam Hussain (RA)’s sacrifice an
immortal reminder about fighting

oppression, upholding truth
PM urges countrymen to promote toler-

ance, social justice

CPDI conducts orientation
session on right to information
for Govt officials & Journalists

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
said that the invaluable sac-
rifice of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (RA) is an immor-
tal reminder about challeng-
ing the oppression and in-
justice, and standing firm to
uphold truth.

He said the new Is-
lamic year is a reminder that
the strength of the nation
lies in unity and harmony.

“With a united ap-
proach, we can overcome
any challenge and make the
future of our coming gen-
erations bright,” he said, in
his message to the nation
on the advent of new Is-
lamic year 1445 Hijrah.

President Alvi empha-
sized the need for
mainstreaming all segments
of society and providing
them a level-playing field.

The president said
new Islamic year has a great
significance for the Mus-
lims all over the world and
reminds of the immense
sacrifices rendered by their
forefathers.

“On this day, we
make a pledge to follow the
life and teachings  of
Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon Him) and
implement these in our
lives,” he said.

He said compassion,
justice, unity and kindness
are the ethos of Islamic cul-
ture and are important to
promote harmony and
prosperity in the society.

The president said
Muharram as the first
month of the Islamic calen-
dar guides a Muslim to re-
fresh his spiritual journey
of life. He said it relates to
the month when Hazrat
Imam Hussain (RA), the
grandson of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and
his companions sacrificed
their lives in the battle of
Karbala. Against oppres-
sion, the historic event of
Karbala is an example of
undeterred courage, sacri-
fice and steadfastness, he
added. The president said
Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA)
and his small army of fol-

lowers fought against the
injustice and sacrificed their
lives to uphold the sanctity
of truth.

Dr Alvi prayed that
may Allah Almighty make
the new Islamic year a
source of His blessings for
Pakistan, the nation, Is-
lamic community and the
entire world.

“May the new Islamic
year bring for us the peace,
prosperity and happiness
and lead us towards a bet-
ter future ahead,” he said.

Meanwhile on the ad-
vent of the new Islamic year
on Wednesday, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif urged
countrymen to strive for
emulating the noble teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and
his companions besides
building a society featuring
principles of social justice
and equality.

“Let us pledge today
that we will strive to emu-
late the noble qualities es-
tablished by our Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).

Quetta Customs
seized smuggled

goods worth
of Rs 130m

QUETTA (APP): The
Quetta Customs has expe-
dited its ongoing operation
and seized smuggled Chalia
and Gutka worth of Rs 130
million

The mobile squads of
Quetta Customs inter-
cepted a 22-wheeler con-
tainer at Sariab Road com-
ing from the Afghan border
and recovered the smuggled
good in a huge quantity,
spokesperson of Quetta
Customs Dr Atta Baraich
said on Wednesday.

The vehicle carrying
smuggled goods comprising
of 30,760 kg of chalia and
660,000 sachets of Indian
gutka was also taken into
custody.

The efforts taken by
the Customs official has
been significantly reduced
the smuggling in the prov-
ince.

QUETTA (APP): CPDI
conducted a session on un-
derstanding right to infor-
mation laws and the re-
sponsibilities of public of-
ficials was held for the gov-
ernment officials of the
National Institute of Man-
agement Quetta.

The National Institute
of Management Quetta’s
delegation, led by Director
General Muhammad Aslam
Ghani, expressed gratitude
for the session.

Towards the session’s
conclusion, participants
united in calling for the ef-
fective enforcement of
right-to-information laws in
Pakistan, said in a press re-
lease issued here on
Wednesday.

A demand for the es-
tablishment of the
Balochistan Information

Commission under the
Balochistan Right to Infor-
mation Act 2021 was raised,
highlighting the urgency of
transparent governance and
information accessibility in
Pakistan.

Another session took
place on the same day,
where journalists and me-
dia professionals gathered
for an orientation session
focused on leveraging the
right to information for in-
vestigative reporting. Se-
nior investigative journal-
ists, including Mr. Waseem
Abbasi, Mr. Umar Cheema,
and Mr. Tahir Khalil shared
their invaluable experiences
in practicing investigative
journalism in Pakistan.

Despite the challenges
and risks associated with
journalism in the country,
they emphasized the para-

mount importance of truth-
telling and combating cor-
ruption through the effec-
tive use of RTI. The re-
marked that collective mis-
sion should be to  bring
about transparency and
foster social accountability
in Pakistan through the
power of responsible jour-
nalism.

They encouraged
young and budding journal-
ists to never shy away from
speaking the truth. During
the session, participants
learned about the evolution
of the RTI with a particular
focus on its relevance in the
present context.

Overall, the main
theme revolved around uti-
lizing this powerful tool as
a catalyst for
groundbreaking investiga-
tive reporting.

QUETTA: Parliamentary Secretary Excise Laila
Tareen meeting with Parliamentary Secretary
S&GAD Bushra Rind.

Balochistan Medical teachers
call off strike; BMC, three

other colleges to reopen today
Independent Report

QUETTA: The
Balochistan Medical Teach-
ers Association (BMTA)
has announced to call off
two-months long strike on
Wednesday.

The strike was called
off by the President
BMTA, Dr. Zahoor Shah
while addressing a hur-
riedly called press confer-
ence along with the mem-
bers of parliamentary com-
mittee at the protest camp

of BMTA set up in the pre-
mises of Bolan Medical
College on Wednesday af-
ternoon.

The members of par-
liamentary committee of
the provincial assembly
present on the occasion
were the provincial minis-
ter for youth affairs and
sports, Abdul Khaliq
Hazara, Asghar Khan
Achakzai, Nasrullah Zairay
and Muhammad Arif
Muhammad Hassani.

Political parties asked to submit
statement of accounts by Aug 29

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has asked
the political parties to sub-
mit their consolidated
statement of accounts for
the financial year 2022-23
by August 29.

According to the ECP
spokesman, political par-
ties were required in terms
of Section 210 of the Elec-
tions Act, 2017 that they
were required to file with
ECP their statement of ac-
counts for the financial year,
which ended on June 30.

It may be recalled that
Section 210 of the Elections
Act, 2017 provides that a
political party shall, in such
a manner as may

be prescribed, submit

to the Commission, within
sixty days from the close
of a financial year, a con-
solidated statement of its
accounts audited by a char-
tered accountant on Form-
D containing annual income
and expenses, sources of its
funds and assets and liabili-
ties. The statement to be
submitted to the ECP shall
accompany the report of a
chartered accountant with
regard to the audit of ac-
counts of a political party
and a certificate signed by
an office-bearer authorized
by the party head stating
that no funds from any
source prohibited under the
Elections Act, 2017 were
received by the political
party and the statement

contains an accurate finan-
cial position of the politi-
cal party. The statement of
accounts is to be submitted
on Form-D as provided in
the Elections Act, 2017.
Printed Forms were avail-
able, free of cost, in the Elec-
tion Commission Secre-
tariat, Islamabad and in the
offices of the provincial
election commissioners,
Punjab, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.
Form-D/Proforma for the
source of funds were also avail-
able on ECP’s Website. The
ECP said that the overwriting
should be avoided and the mem-
bership or certificate issued by
ICAP in respect of the Auditor
engaged shall be annexed to
the Form-D.
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