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PM, COAS, cabinet members, senior govt officials attend meeting

Govtunveils Economic Revival Plan to exploit
Pakistan’s potential, facilitate investment

Economy being steered towards growth with “bold decisions” says PM Shahbaz;
COAS assures full support for govt’s economic recovery plan; Emphasises
crucial role of this plan in securing Pakistan’s socio-economic prosperity

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Government,
in the wake of economic
hardships confronting the
country, Tuesday unveiled
an elaborated ‘Economic
Revival Plan’ with a view
to capitalize Pakistan’s un-
tapped potential in key
sectors, fast-track the de-
velopment projects and fa-
cilitate investment.

The Plan was unveiled
during a high-level meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and at-
tended by the Chief of
Army Staff (COAS), chief
ministers, federal and pro-
vincial ministers, and high-
level government officials,
a PM Office press release

said. The Economic Revival
Plan envisages capitalizing
Pakistan’s untapped poten-
tial in key sectors of defence
production, agriculture, live-
stock, minerals, mining, in-
formation technology and
energy, through indigenous
development as well as in-
vestments from friendly
countries.

To fast-track the devel-
opment of projects, the es-
tablishment of Special In-
vestment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SIFC) has been under-
taken to act as a ‘Single
Window’ interface for the
potential investors as well
as to adopt a unified ap-
proach.

The setup will shorten

heretofore cumbersome and
lengthy business processes
through a cooperative and
collaborative ‘whole of the
government approach’ with
representation of all stake-
holders. It is aimed at cre-
ating horizontal-vertical
synergy between the fed-
eration and provinces; fa-
cilitating timely decision
making; avoiding duplica-
tion of effort; and ensuring
swift project implementa-
tion.

The high-ranking par-
ticipation from federal and
provincial governments,
clearly manifests the na-
tional resolve to turn around
the economy despite all
odds.

The COAS, speaking
on the occasion, assured the
Pakistan Army’s all-out
support to complement the
government’s efforts for
Economic Revival Plan,
considered fundamental to
socio-economic prosperity
of Pakistanis and reclaim-
ing Pakistan’s rightful stat-
ure among the comity of
nations.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz recalled that his
government inherited an
economy which was on the
brink of collapse. With bold
and difficult decisions, it
was now being steered to-
wards growth and develop-
ment, however, there were
massive challenges ahead,

he added.

He said export-oriented
foreign direct investments
held the key to economic
revival and the government
had, therefore, decided to
adopt a holistic/whole-of-
government approach
which fostered partner-
ships within the federal and
provincial governments for
effective implementation
and execution.

The investors would be
given primacy and fast-
track approvals, through a
well-coordinated approach,
he added.

The prime minister ob-
served that the expected

Continued on page 2

Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers meeting with Balochistan Chief Minister

World Refugee Day celebrated:
Issue of refugees should be
resolved at international
level, insists Governor

Emphasizes it s responsibility of UNHCR
to provide health, education and other
basic facilities in Refugees
Hosting Areas of Balochistan

Independent Report

QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that refugees issue is an in-
ternational issue and as such
it should be addressed at in-
ternational level.

The Governor was ad-
dressing a ceremony ar-
ranged by UNHCR mark-
ing the World Refugee Day
here at alocal hotel on Tues-
day.

It may be mentioned
here that World Refugee
Day is observed all over the
world including Pakistan on
June 20, every year.

The senior officials of
the UNHCR as well as the

D
QUETTA

: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali

Commissioner Afghan
Refugees, Arbab Talib, Vice
Chancellor University of
Balochistan, Professor Dr.
Shafiqur Rehman and other
concerned quarters were
present at the ceremony.
The representatives of Af-
ghan refugees residing in
Quetta and different other
parts of the province also
participated in the event.
He appreciated the
endeavours of UNHCR for
relief and rehabilitation of
the Afghan refugees. He
pointed out that the local
population is also getting
affected along with the refu-
gees, therefore there is a dire

Continued on page 2
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Khan Kakar addressing participants of a ceremony

organized by UNHCR

Congress of US writes an open
letter to Biden ahead of
Modi’s visit to Washington

Points out towards issues of shrinking of political
space, rise of religious intolerance, targeting of
civil society organisations and journalists and

growing restrictions on press freedoms and
internet access

WASHINGTON: The
Congress of US writes an
open letter to Biden ahead
of Modi’s visit to Washing-
ton.

Dear President Biden:

We write in advance of your
meeting with Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his upcoming visit to
the United States. As the
world’s oldest democracy
and the world’s largest de-
mocracy, the United States
and India have forged a
close relationship based on
strategic interests and
shared democratic values.
India is an important mem-
ber of the Quadrilateral Se-

curity Dialogue (the
“Quad”) and a crucial part-
ner for stability in the Indo-
Pacific. We support the trip
Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin took to New Delhi
carlier this month to final-
ize a “Roadmap for U .S.-
India Defense Industrial
Cooperation,” deepening
our strategic partnership.
Trade and investment
between the United States
and India continue to grow,
and there is an opportunity
to greatly expand our eco-
nomic ties. We welcome
India ‘s potential increased

Continued onp page 2

Erdogan phones

Shehbaz, express

grief over deaths
of Pakistanis in boat

accident near Greece

ISLAMABADS (Online):
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan tele-
phoned Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and ex-
pressed grief and sorrow
over the deaths of Paki-
stanis in a boat accident in
Mediterranean Sea near
Greece.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan
extended his condolences to
the bereaved families on
behalf of Turkish govern-
ment and people, and
prayed for the departed
souls.

Contract addendum signing on
Chashma-V a major step
towards project execution: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
said that the signing of Addendum to the Contract on
Chashma-V on Tuesday was a major step forward to-
wards the construction of project.

On Twitter, the prime minister said the Chashma
Nuclear Power Plant-V (C-V) would add 1200 megawatt
of clean, affordable and reliable nuclear power to the
system.

He said the project was part of the government s en-
ergy security plan to diversify the energy mix with a focus
on ensuring the provision of cheap electricity to the in-
dustry and relief to the common man.

“Can't thank Chinese leadership enough for their
continued trust in Pakistan and the prosperous future of
our people. The project will be built with Chinese invest-
ment of 83.48 billion. Despite the inflation since being
signed in 2017, China National Nuclear Cooperation did
not increase the project cost. Rather, it gave a discount of
750 million RMB (Rs 30 billion) on my request,” the
prime minister commented.

He said Pakistan-China iron brotherhood continued
to deepen and the C-V vital project would add a new facet
to that multilayered cooperative strategic partnership.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambasador—desig‘nate

to Denmark, Shoaib Sarwar called on President
Dr. Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Bilawal, Greece
FM discuss
ferry tragedy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday
said that he had a useful
telephonic conversation
with Foreign Minister of
Greece Vassilis Kaskarelis
and agreed to closely work
together to facilitate Paki-
stanis in distress and for
the identification and repa-
triation of retrieved bodies.

During the conversa-
tion, they discussed the
tragic ferry disaster off the
coast of Greece, the for-
eign minister posted on his
Twitter handle.

Barrister Aitzaz,
Latif Khosa

meets CJP

ISLAMABAD (Online):
PPP senior leaders Barris-
ter Aitzaz Ahsan and Latif
Khosa have met Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) in his
chambers.

According to sources
they have exchanged views
with reference to petition
against trial of civilians in
military courts.

PPP leaders requested
the CJP to fix the petition
for early hearing.

The sources said the
prevailing situation in the
country and other legal mat-
ters came under discussion.

Pakistan, Russia agree to
further diversify bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and Russian sides on
Tuesday reiterated their
strong desire to deepen and
diversify bilateral relations
based on the principles of
mutual understanding, trust
and cooperation.

The fifth round of Pa-
kistan-Russia Bilateral Po-
litical Consultations was
held here. Foreign Secretary
Dr. Asad Majeed Khan and
Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Andrey Rudenko,
led their respective sides,
Foreign Spokesperson said
in a press release.

Special Representative

on Afghanistan, Ambassa-
dor Zamir Kabulov was
also part of the Russian
delegation.

The two sides engaged
in comprehensive and pro-
ductive discussions to fur-
ther strengthen bilateral co-
operation and to deepen
understanding on regional
and global issues of mutual
interest.

“The talks encom-
passed a wide range of top-
ics including political, eco-
nomic, defence, energy and
people-to-people con-
tacts,” the spokesperson
said.

Dar begs help from British
HC for IMF deal

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Finance minister Ishaq Dar
has begged help from Brit-
ish High Commissioner to
make deal with Interna-
tional Monitory Fund
(IMF).

British High Commis-
sioner will talk to IMF
about restoration of pro-
gram.

According to sources
Revenue minister Ishaq Dar
came in action to get IMF
program. Finance minister
held virtual meeting with
British High Commissioner.

In meeting Ishaq Dar

Commissioner about eco-
nomic situation and sus-
pension of IMF program.

Source told that Ishaq
Dar requested British High
Commissioner to help for
IMF deal.

British High Commis-
sioner assured Ishaq Dar
over his help to make IMF
deal.

British High Commis-
sioner will talk about re-
storing IMF program.

Finance minister held
meetings with ambassadors
of many country after fail-
ure in negotiation with
IMF.

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Senatof Mohammad Ishaq Dar held a vir-

informed British High

tual meeting with H.E. Andrew Mitchell BritainA€™s Minister of State in the
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO).

ISLAMABAD Prime Minister
ceremony for signing of agreement for Unit 5 of Chashma Nuclear Power
Plant (C-5).

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif addressing a

Provincial Minister Finance post budget briefing:

Federal Govt. assured to release
Rs. 55 billion payable against
PPL by June 30, 2023

Zamarak Achakzai says no amount was lapsed during current
financial year, no development scheme allotted to any
un-elected person; budget deficit reduced

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Provincial
Minister for Finance, Engi-
neer Zamarak Khan
Achakzai has revealed that
we have not received the
arrears of Rs. 55 billion pay-
able against the Pakistan
Petroleum Limited (PPL)
yet, however, the federal
government has assured us
to release the same (arrears)
by end of this financial year.

He said that we have
not levied any new tax in
the provincial budget pre-
sented for the next finan-
cial year the other day, de-
spite the financial chal-
lenges.

The Finance Minister
was addressing post-bud-
get briefing at the Sikandar
Jamali Auditorium in Civl
Secretariat on Tuesday.

Also present on the
occasion was the spokes-
person, Government of
Balochistan, Ms. Farah
Azeem Shah.

The Finance Minister
said that the total volume

_——

of the next financial year
budget is Rs. 750 billion
with deficit of Rs. 49 bil-
lion.

However, we have re-
duced the deficit in the bud-
get as compared to current
financial year. He said that
we have not levied any new
tax in the budget, rather we
have proposed to reduce
some 43 kinds of other
taxes including education
and health.

He on the occasion
highlighted certain achieve-
ments made by the provin-
cial government. He said
that successful holding lo-

POST BUDGET

cal bodies elections, na-
tional Games and popula-
tion census in the province
are our major achievements.

He said that there are
vast opportunities for in-
vestment, but adding he re-
gretted that the investors
are not allowed to come to
Balochistan despite im-
provement in law and or-
der situation.

To a query, the Minis-
ter Finance said that no
amount was lapsed during
the current financial year.
He said that we have uti-
lized Rs. 127 billion during
the current financial year.

President
approves
Maternity
and Paternity
Leave Bill

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Tuesday gave his assent to
the Maternity and Pater-
nity Leave Bill, 2023.

Under the Bill, the
women employees of the
public and private depart-
ments under administrative
control of the Federal Gov-
ernment will be entitled to
avail maternity leave with
full pay for three times dur-
ing service - 180 days for
first time, 120 days for sec-
ond time and 90 days for
third time.

Similarly, the male em-
ployees will be entitled to
avail paternity leave of 30
days only for three times.

In case of violation,
imprisonment of up to 6
months or fine of up to Rs
100,000 or both can be im-
posed.

The president ap-
proved the Bill under the
Article 75 of the Constitu-
tion.

Two soldiers
martyred in IED
explosion in

N. Waziristan

PESHAWAR (APP):Two
soldiers were martyred in
IED explosion at Spinwam
at North Waziristan on
Tuesday.

According to ISPR, an
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) exploded in the
general area of Spinwam,
North Waziristan District
on Tuesday.

Resultantly, Sepoy
Gul Rauf (age 29 years,
resident of District Lakki
Marwat) and Sepoy Abid
Ullah (age 23 years, resi-
dent of District Karak)
embraced martyrdom
(shahadat).

Sanitization of the area
is being carried out to
eliminate any terrorists
found in the area.

The armed Forces of
Pakistan are determined to
eliminate the menace of
terrorism and such sacri-
fices of our brave soldiers
further strengthen our re-
solve.

Appointment 0of 250 employees in PIA case:

When there is no aeroplane
how operation will run: SC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
summoned representatives
of auditor companies of
PIA in case pertaining to
permission for appoint-
ment of 250 employees in
PIA.

The matter came up for
hearing before a two mem-
bers bench of SC presided
over by Justice Ijaz ul
Ahsan Tuesday.

Counsel

for PIA

Suleman Akram Raja has
sought permission from SC
through the petition in re-

spect of 250 cabin crew .

The court had asked
questions about operations
and finance in previous
hearing. The replies to
court’s questions have been
filed.

Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan
inquired on this occasion
how much aircrafts and
crew PIA is having at
present.

Additional Attorney
General (AAG) told PIA
has31 aircrafts and341
crew. Cabin crew is highly
essential.
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QUETTA: Inspector General of Police Balochistan
Abdul Khaliq Sheikh presenting a souvenir to Com-
mander 12 Corps Lt. General Asif Ghafoor during
passing out parade of 14™ Batch of ATF

Khetran hails CM Bizenjo,
Finance Minister for
presenting ideal budget

Independent Report
QUETTA: Provincial Min-
ister of Communications
and Construction Abdul
Rehman Khetran congratu-
lated Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo and Pro-
vincial Finance Minister
Engineer Zamark Khan
Achakzai for presenting an
ideal budget.

He said that in the fis-
cal year 0f 2023-24 not im-
posing taxes was a proof of
poor -friendly budget, for
which the Balochistan
Awami Party, especially
the Chief Minister, de-
serves to be congratulated
for making a wonderful
budget.

According to its mani-

festo, Balochistan Awami
Party gave relief to the
people, which made life
easier for the people and
employees. The presented
budget will increase em-
ployment opportunities,
which will increase overall
development.

He further added that
public money has been
spent on public health, edu-
cation, security and con-
struction budgets have been
increased compared to pre-
vious years. Despite all the
challenges, the provincial
government has given relief
to the people. The budget
of the Balochistan govern-
ment was a people-friendly
budget which will greatly
benefit the people.
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Inaugurates Margalla Avenue, Sikandar-r-Azam road

PM calls upon nation,
political parties to get
together for country’s uplift

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday called
upon the nation and all po-
litical parties to work to-
gether for bringing the coun-
try out of crisis and taking
it to new heights of devel-
opment.

He said the dream of a
prosperous and developed
Pakistan could only be ful-
filled by rising above mu-
tual differences, burying the
conspiracies, and maintain-
ing rule of law in the coun-
try.

Addressing the inaugu-
ration ceremony of
Margalla Avenue here, the
prime minister said the
country possessed huge
natural resources as it had
the best minds and man-
power as well.

“The only thing that
laps is the will to do”, he
said adding that although it
was a difficult task but not
impossible to bring the
country out of crisis.

He said all the initia-
tives were being taken for
the development and pros-
perity of people of
Islamabad and its attached
areas.

However, he said due
to the past government’s
criminal negligence, the citi-
zens of the federal capital
had to wait for years to en-
joy their due facilities.

He said last year was

devastating both in terms of
natural calamities and on
the political front as the
country faced devastating
floods and the political op-
ponents hatched conspira-
cies against the country.
Their agenda surfaced on
May 9, 2023 when every-
one saw that what they did
was even never thought by
the enemy of Pakistan,” he
added.

He said despite the
challenges, the CDA Chair-
man, former MNA Hanif
Abbasi and their team who
worked diligently to com-
plete this project for which
the people of Islamabad
were waiting for years.

He said recently he vis-
ited Baku, where he saw
smooth and clean roads and
beautiful landscape and
gardening along the roads.

He advised Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah to
take his team to Baku to get
their first hand experience
and apply in Pakistan as
well. PM Shehbaz said to-
day he also witnessed the
signing of an MoU for a
$3.48 billion Chashma
Nuclear Power Plant (C-5)
which reflected the Chinese
resolve to support Pakistan
in difficult times.

He said Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and UAE were also
Pakistan’s unmatched

friendly countries that were
also supporting Pakistan at

this difficult time.

The prime minister
said his political opponents
alleged him for getting big
kick backs on China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) projects. “If that
was true, Imran Khan
should have presented the
proofbefore the courts,” he
added.

He said the Chinese
state owned company not
only kept the cost of the
C-5 project at the level
agreed in 2017-18, but also
on his personal request, the
company gave discount of
Rs 30 billion on the project.

He said former Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif
himselflaunched 5000 MW
energy projects at a time
when Pakistan was facing
huge power load shedding.

Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said the prime
minister had inaugurated an
important road Margalla
Avenue which connected
new sectors of Islamabad
with GT-Road.

He said the prime min-
ister had also launched a
historic Rs 20 billion pack-
age for rural areas of the
federal capital.

Hanif Abbasi said the
PML-N always worked for
welfare of the people and
the prime minister was fa-
mous across the world for
his speed and his service for
the people of his county.

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Kakar visting stall dur-

ing a ceremony on World Refugee Day.
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Congress of US writes an open....

Continued from page 1

role in secure supply chains
for critical sectors such as
semiconductors and phar-
maceuticals.

And robust cultural en-
gagement lies at the heart
of our friendship, under-
scored by the immense
contributions of the In-
dian-American diaspora
community in the United
States, many of whom still
have close and extended
family living in India. We
trust and expect that these
important dimensions of
the U.S.-India partnership
- strategic, economic and
cultural - will be part of
your discussion when you
meet directly with Prime
Minister Modi.

As longtime support-
ers of a strong U.S.-India
relationship, we also be-
lieve that friends can and
should discuss their differ-
ences in an honest and
forthright way. That is
why we respectfully re-
quest that - in addition to
the many areas of shared
interests between India
and the U .S. - you also
raise directly with Prime
Minister Modi areas of
concern.

You have rightly said
that America must “lead
not merely by the example
of our power but by the
power of our example.
You have once again made
respect for human rights,
press freedom, religious
freedom, and pluralism
core tenets of American
foreign policy. Moreover,
these tenets are necessary
to the functioning of true
democracy. In order to
these values with credibil-
ity on the world stage, we
must apply them equally
to friend and foe alike, just
as we work to apply these
same principles here in the
United States.

A series of indepen-
dent, credible reports re-
flect troubling signs in In-
dia toward the shrinking of
political space, the rise of
religious intolerance, the
targeting of civil society
organizations and journal-
ists, and growing restric-
tions on press freedoms
and internet access. Spe-
cifically, the State
Department’s 2022 Coun-
try Report on Human
Rights Practices in India
documents the tightening
of political rights and ex-

pression.’ Similarly, the
State Department’s 2022
Report on International
Religious Freedom in India
details the worrisome in-
crease of religious intoler-
ance toward minorities and
religiously motived vio-
lence by both private and
state actors. Further, the
annual assessments com-
piled by Reporters With-
out Borders show that In-
dia, a country that has been
known in the past for its
vibrant and independent
press, has fallen signifi-
cantly in the rankings for
press freedom. And ac-
cording to Access Now,
India ranks first in terms
of the most internet shut-
downs for the fifth year in
a row.

Both the United States
and India enshrined human
rights—including free
speech, freedom of the
press, and religious free-
dom—in our constitutions.
And we share a special
bond through moral lead-
ers who shaped our histo-
ries. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr, who gave his life
in pursuit of building the
beloved community here in
the United States, was an
ardent student of the teach-
ings of the Mahatma
Gandhi, known in India as
the “Father of the Nation.”
Both King and Gandhi had
the vision of building a
more perfect union among
people from different back-
grounds, races and faiths
— Gandhi in India, and
King in the United States.
We share their vision.

We join you in wel-
coming Prime Minister
Modi to the United States.
We want a close and warm
relationship between the
people of the United
States and the people of
India. We want that friend-
ship to be built not only
on our many shared inter-
ests but also on shared val-
ues. We do not endorse any
particular Indian leader or
political party — that is
the decision of the people
of India — but we do stand
in support of the impor-
tant principles that should
be a core part of American
foreign policy. And we ask
that, during your meeting
with Prime Minister Modi,
you discuss the full range
of issues important to a
successful, strong, and
long-term relationship be-
tween our two great coun-

District
Administration
organizes rally

in Dalbandin

Independent Report
DALBANDIN: A rally was
organized by the district
administration in Dalbandin
Bazar in memory of the
Pakistan Army, FC Levies,
and Police Force Martyrs
who laid down their pre-
cious lives for the defense
and security of Pakistan’s
land.

On this occasion, the
leader Sardar Abdul Ghiyas
Bardich, Assistant Com-
missioner Abdul Basit
Buzdar, President of All
Traders Dalbandin, Haji
Agha Muhammad Hosni,
Hafiz Muhammad Ismail
Gurgej Bab -e -Chagai,
Councilors, Sardar Sarfaraz
Khan Panjuzai, Mir
Saadullah Notizai, Malik
Rashid Shahi, Ejaz Gul
Notizai, Attaullah Notizai
SHO Dalbandin, Abdul
Sattar Samalani, Zakir
Lajai, and others were also
present.

While addressing the
participants of the rally,
Assistant Commissioner
Abdul Basit Buzdar and
tribal leader Sardar Abdul
Ghiyas Badich said, “Paki-
stan Army is proud of the
eternal sacrifices of FC Lev-
ies and Police Force mar-
tyrs, thanks to these mar-
tyrs, we have freedom,”.

They further said that
Pakistan has become a su-
perpower and an invincible
force in the world today. We
thanked the sacrifices of the
brave soldiers of the FC
Levies and Police Force. A
collective prayer was of-
fered to give patience to the
bereaved.

PM to undertake
two-day official
visit to France

from Thursday

ISLAMABAD (Online):
At the invitation of .
Emmanuel Macron,
President of the French
Republic, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif will
undertake an official
visit to France to par-
ticipate in the New Glo-
bal Financing Pact Sum-
mit being held in Paris
from 22-23 June 2023.

The Summit affords
an opportunity for the
leaders to discuss the
contours of a new glo-
bal architecture capable
of meeting the chal-
lenges of financing sus-
tainable development,
environment, energy
transition and climate
change agenda.

QUETTA: National Youth Summit participants of National Youth Summit in a group photo with Provin-
cial Minister for Sports Abdul Khaliq Hazara at the ending of Summit.

Pakistan’s Saifullah Solangi
bags three medals in Special
Olympics power-lifting event

KARACHI (APP): To the great delight of Pakistan sports
fans, Pakistan won as many as four medals in the ongo-
ing Special Olympics World Games in Berlin, Germany.
Saifullah Solangi of Pakistan won one gold medal
in the powerlifting event by lifting 90 kg in the back
squat; another gold medal in Deadlift by lifting 115 kg
weight and then in combined he lifted 245kg to secure
a silver medal, said a communique here on Tuesday.
He also won a bronze medal in Bench 40kg weight-

lifting.

After the superb show, Saifullah was extremely
happy and pledged to play with the same zeal and hard
work to win more laurels for the country.

Saifullah’s Head Coach Sajid Imran, & coach
Razia Perveen was all praised Saifullah Solangi and
said he had undergone a rigorous training schedule for
the event and had worked really hard for the mega world
event. “winning two gold, one silver and one bronze is
a superb performance and he has made us proud, Sajid

Imran said.

SSGC starts load-shedding in
Sibi and surrounding areas

SIBI (INP): Sui Southern
Gas Company started ille-
gal load shedding of gas in
Sibi and surrounding areas
along with the lack of gas
pressure continued day and
night.

According to the de-
tails, due to lack of gas pres-
sure and load-shedding by
Sui Southern Gas Com-
pany in Sibi and surround-
ing areas, citizens suffered
from problems due to lack
of pressure in the morning,
afternoon, and evening
hours, due to which citizens
started going to work with-
out breakfast due to lack of
gas pressure.

Because of this, women
also started facing difficul-
ties in cooking. On the other
hand, the protest series by
various social public figures
and parties of Sibi could not
work. The same social
groups of Sabi demanded
from the authorities of Sui
Southern Gas Company
that when the city gas bills
were paid on time, then
what was the justification
for gas load-shedding in
case of gas pressure? They
further added that load-
shedding of gas should be
eliminated along with re-
moving the lack of pressure
in the area immediately.

We are using all resources
to stop electricity theft,
Kunda system: SDO

Independent Report

SIBI: Wapda owed thou-
sands of rupees due to the
government offices of Sibi.
The electricity of several
government offices has
been cut off. SDO WAPDA
Engineer Ali Bakhsh has
said that the government
and private consumers
must pay their arrears and
monthly bills on time to
show responsibility.

Electricity is the trust
of the country and the
people. No one will allow
to thief electricity under
any circumstances. It
should be noted that
WAPDA employees will
perform their duties with
protective equipment. A
special campaign has been
launched for the payment
of bills in various areas,
WAPDA’s raiding teams
are working under the su-
pervision of SDO
WAPDA Sibi Engineer Mir
Ali Bakhsh under the pa-
tronage of XEN WAPDA
Sibi Wrayam Manjhum, he
said.

SDO Wapda in a spe-
cial conversation with the
national news agency INP,
said that at this time, many
consumers, including the
government offices in Sibi,
have arrears of millions of
rupees, for which a series
of grand operations have
been started.

The government of-
fices under the administra-
tion, including Circuit

House, Levies, Assistant
Commissioner’s Office,
PHE Department, Live-
stock Department, For-
estry Irrigation Depart-
ment, Excise Department,
Education Department,
Health Department, Local
Government Department,
Social Welfare Depart-
ment, Food Department,
Agriculture Department,
and Police Department are
under arrears, a special ac-
tion is being taken for the
arrears recovery. he added.

There are arrears for
which special measures are
being taken to collect, and
the connections of many
departments have also
been cut off. Many de-
velopment projects
would be completed on
time, he said.

While asking the pub-
lic and private consumers
to show responsibility by
collecting their monthly
and arrears bills on time.

Therefore, we are us-
ing all the resources for the
complete elimination of
the electricity theft Kunda
system. WAPDA'’s raid is
fulfilling its responsibili-
ties in Marteme. Legal ac-
tion will be taken against
those who install electric-
ity theft Kunda according
to the WAPDA Act. Show
your sense of responsibil-
ity, keep the light bulbs
switched off, and play
your role to prevent un-
necessary use of electric-
ity, he said.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication Syed Amin

Ul Haque chairing a meeting during the ‘MoU Signing Ceremony of TDM to
IP and Copper Wire to Optical Fiber Cable Migration of NTC Exchanges
Phase 2’ at National Telecommunication Corporation (NTC) Headquarters.

Rescue teams race to find
missing sub, with 2 Pakistan
on board, near Titanic wreck

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The US Coast Guard said
late on Monday that its
search for a missing sub-
mersible vessel, with two
Pakistanis on board, near
the Titanic wreck had been
completed for the day but
that a national guard unit
and the company operating
the five-passenger under-
water mission would con-
tinue scouring the surface
overnight.

The 21-foot craft, op-
erated by OceanGate Expe-
ditions, began its descent on
Sunday but lost contact
with the surface less than
two hours later, according
to authorities.

The US Coast Guard
said it had launched two
planes to survey the re-
mote area in the North At-
lantic, while its Canadian
counterparts had also sent
a plane and a ship.

But with no reported
sightings of the vessel or
communication signals
throughout the day, the US
Coast Guard’s Boston-
based unit said in a tweet
around 9:00pm (0100
GMT on Tuesday) that its
flights for the day “have
been completed”.

“The Polar Prince and
Rescue106 will continue to

do surface searches
throughout the evening,” the
tweet said, referring to the
research ship that launched
the submersible, and a US
Air National Guard unit,
respectively.

Searches by Canadian
aircraft, which had been
using buoys to scan under-
neath the surface, will con-
tinue Tuesday morning, it
added.

Businessman Shahzada
Dawood and his son,
Suleman, were also on
board, their family said in a
statement. The statement
said the father and son had
planned the journey to visit
the remnants of the Titanic
shipwreck.

Shahzada is the vice
chairman of one of
Pakistan’s largest conglom-
erates, Engro Corporation,
which has investments in
fertilisers, vehicle manufac-
turing, energy and digital
technologies.

According to the
website of SETI, the Cali-
fornia-based research insti-
tute of which he is a
trustee, he lives in Britain
with his wife and two chil-
dren.

In a statement, Engro
corporation said that all it
knew was that contact was

lost with the submersible
craft. “There is limited in-
formation available be-
yond this that we know,
and we humbly request
that speculation and
theorisation is avoided,”
the company said.

“We, at Engro, remain
in prayer for their swift
and safe return, and will
share updates we may
have as and when they
come,” it added.

Another one of the
passengers has been iden-
tified as British business-
man Hamish Harding,
whose aviation business
had posted on social me-
dia about his expedition.

“It is a challenge to
conduct a search in that re-
mote area, but we are de-
ploying all available assets
to make sure that we can
locate the craft and rescue
the people on board,” US
Coast Guard Rear Admiral
John Mauger told report-
ers in Boston, where he
was overseeing the opera-
tion.

Time is a critical fac-
tor. The vessel has a range
0f 96 hours for the crew of
five, and Mauger said on
Monday afternoon he be-
lieved it still had 70 or more
hours of remaining oxygen.

-
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ISLAMABAD Ambassadrof Bosa Heregovina Sakib Foric called on

Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf at Parliament House.

Issue of refugees
should be...

Continued from page 1

need to take concrete steps
by the international relief
agencies for compensating
the local settlements.

He recalled that the
prolonged civil war started
after 1980 in Afghanistan in
the wake of war between
America and Soviet Union
on one hand, while the refu-
gees were forced to migrate
in Pakistan from the neigh-
boring at large scale.

Moreover, the gun cul-
ture and use of narcotics
was also promoted in the
whole region, and thus we
had to face the terrorism,
he added.

He emphasized that it
is responsibility of
UNHCR to provide educa-
tion, health and other basic
facilities to the refugees
hosting areas.

He said that majority of
the people are suffering
from severe poverty and
unemployment is also a
common issue. So, the
UNHCR should also start
projects of learning modern
skills to the local popula-
tion while it is already en-
gaged in imparting training
to the refugees, he added.

Referring the country’s
deteriorating economic situ-
ation, Governor said that
our educated people even
the doctors and engineers
are compelled to go abroad
for earning livelihood. In
this regard, he referred to
the painful incident of boat
capsizing in Greece which
claimed lives of hundreds of
Pakistanis. He said that ex-
pressing grief and sorrow
over such incidents are not
enough, rather we would
have to pay attention on the
social and economic condi-
tion of the country and na-
tion so that such incidents
may be prevented in future,
he added. In the end, the
Governor distributed com-
memorative shields among
the organizers of the event.

Govt unveils Economic Revival...

Continued from page 1
investments would create
jobs and livelihoods for the
youth and women, and ad-
vised that the focus should
be on empowering young
and females to realise their
full potential.

“Let us resolve to work
together, leave no stone
unturned and be single
minded in our focus and di-
rection. We can transform
the destiny of Pakistan and
its people. It would, how-
ever, not happen without
hard work and staying the
course on the path of
progress and develop-
ment,” he remarked.

PM Shehbaz said Pa-
kistan and Pakistanis de-
served nothing less from
those who had been be-
stowed the responsibility
to administer the country
by Allah Almighty and the
people.

Online adds: Prime
Minister Shahbaz Shareef
chaired high level meeting
to review country overall
economic situation and
plan-B after having not
staff level agreement with
International Monitory
Fund (IMF). PM also re-
viewed the matter related to
implementation of Plan-B.

Meanwhile PM also
met Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir.

Army Chief and PM
discussed national and in-
ternal matter of country in-
cluding economic affairs.

According to govern-

Extension Of Date

ment sources senior govern-
ment ministers and serving
and retired military officer
were also present in the
meeting.

Economic team and in-
vestment board officers
were also attending this high
level meeting.

Overall economic situ-
ation of country, debt re-
turn, Pakistan relation with
international economic in-
stitutions and IMF recent
demands were thoroughly
discussed in the meeting.

Attendees of meeting
expressed deep concerns
over that despite fulfilling
all demand IMF is still not
making staff level agree-
ment and considered it sad.

According to sources
finance minister Ishaq Dar
informed meeting about all
those options which Paki-
stan can utilize as alternate
in case of no agreement with
IMF. Prime Minister will
take nation in confidence
soon in this regard and talk
will also be held with friend
countries in this regard in
which China is top prior-
ity so that Pakistan must
not face any kind of delay
in payments we have to
make before June 30.

Important decisions of
basic level also be taken af-
ter taking high military lead-
ership in confidence. To
bring investment in coun-
try, facilities to investors
and some difficult decision
are also under consideration
in this regard.

With reference to the AB No. 486 / 29-5-2023, Projects titled as “Clearance of
ROW of Link Road from Sabzal Samungli Cross Via Shaboo Road to Airport
Road TSE- 222305326293" and AB No. 510 / 07-6-2023 “Clearance of ROW of
New Road from Airport Road to Northern Bypass Nawakilli TSE-
222306336803 published in Jung Newspapers” are hereby extended till 4th
July 2023, all other conditions remain same.

PROJECT DIRECTOR Chief Minister
Package for Quetta Development

-
TrresT
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21st June: 70th birth anniversary of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto

Benazir Bhutto was the first woman elected to lead
a Muslim state and was also Pakistan’s first, and
so far only, female prime minister

Former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto’s 70th
birthday is being celebrated
today. Benazir Bhutto was
born on June 21, 1953, at
Karachi’s Pinto Hospital,
Pakistan. She was the eldest
child of former Premier
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and and
Begum Nusrat Bhutto.
Benazir served as the 11th
Prime Minister of Pakistan
in two non-consecutive
terms from 1988 until 1990
and 1993 until 1996. She
was the first woman Prime
Minister of the Muslim
world.

She saw her country
unravel when her father’s
life was taken by the cruel
dictator. Then she wit-
nessed her mother collect
the remnants of a hurting
nation, setting aside her
tragedy for the greater good
of the country.

Along with her mother,
the young and resilient first
daughter became a symbol

> L PR

of resistance to the military
dictatorship of General
Zia-ul-Haq. Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto understood
the hardship of a righteous
life early on, as she was fre-
quently put under house
arrest with her mother and
younger siblings.

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto understood the pain
his family would have to
suffer in the wake of his
extrajudicial hanging. In his
last letter to his daughter,
Quaid-e-Awam writes,
“How does a condemned
prisoner write a letter of
birthday greetings to a beau-
tiful and brilliant daughter
fighting for the life of her
father, being in bondage her-
self, knowing that her
Mother is suffering the
same suffering as herself?
It is more than a matter of
communication. How
would the message of affec-
tion and sympathy pass
from one prison bar to the
other, from one chain to the
other?”

Her father, Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s love
for Mohtarma Benazir was
overwhelming, comparable
only to his love for his coun-
try and its people. He was
well aware of the dark era
that would ensue once he
wasn’t here anymore. He
was confident that she had
the talent, courage, and vi-
sion to continue the mission

which he had been pre-
vented from completing.
As he paid the price for
standing firm on his moral
principles and democratic
beliefs, Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto gave the respon-
sibility in his death cell let-
ter to his “dearest daugh-
ter,” and she was thrust into
aleadership role, which she
undoubtedly lived up to.
Despite these heart
wrenching difficult condi-
tions, Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto rose to the occasion
with grace, dignity, and
strength, undertaking land-
mark steps for the peace and
progress of the country.
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto continued the
legacy of her father as she
endeavored wholeheartedly
to make Pakistan a land of
her father’s dreams. A Pa-
kistan, for which Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, her fa-
ther had laid down his life.
Benazir felt and saw the
sorrows of her nation and
struggled to ensure democ-
racy and justice, providing
equality to all, strengthen-

ing the country so that it
worked on laws, and not
the principle of “Might Is
Right.” Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto fought and won gen-
eral elections to become the
first woman elected demo-
cratically to lead a Muslim
country. The detractors of
democracy weren’t happy
with her election. But she
was just as unique as her
name. She stood firm
against all opposition and
continued her journey on
the path to democracy.
For the generation of
Pakistanis born after Gen-
eral Zia-ul-Haq’s military
coup, Benazir was the
epitome of democracy and
diplomacy. Her political
objective was evident in her
slogan of ‘Ilm, Roshni, Sab
ko Kaam,’ coined for the
2007 Manifesto. She
wanted to establish a demo-
cratic and a peaceful Paki-
stan in which people can
live in harmony with equal

S

opportunities to all. She
believed that Pakistan could
play an essential role in
bringing the world on one
platform and bring about
global peace.

It was during her gov-
ernments, in 1988 and 1993
that for the first time in the
history of Pakistan, the
press and media were given
due rights by the freedom
of speech, and political op-
ponents received due cov-
erage. Political prisoners
were released, and student
unions were restored to en-
sure the full effect of de-
mocracy during the Prime-
Ministership of Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto.

Under her leadership,
PPP strongly espoused
women’s rights and had
pledged to continue her
struggle. Shaheed Prime
Minister Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto empow-
ered women and improved
the literacy rate. She
worked tirelessly to eradi-
cate poverty, unemploy-
ment, diseases and of
course, remove the black
stigma of terrorism from
Pakistan’s name. She was
the first Prime Minister in
the history of Pakistan to
introduce Lady Health
Workers (LHWs), women-
only police stations, First
Women’s Bank, and ap-
point lady judges to the
High Court.

She courageously
fought two military dicta-
tors and emerged success-
fully — an extraordinary, if
not unbelievable feat. She
rose to the daunting chal-
lenges and obstacles in her
path, and openly chal-
lenged the brutish govern-
ments of General Zia-ul-
Haq and later General
Pervez Musharraf, nation-
ally and internationally.
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
spent five years imprisoned
by her father’s tormentors
and tyrants who had im-
prisoned the entire nation.
She spent many years in
solitary confinement and
was exiled from Pakistan.
And yet she rose. She rose
to become the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, not once
but twice. Prime Minister
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
was ousted from legitimate
governments — twice — by
elements that could not tol-
erate the forward-looking
nation Pakistan was becom-
ing under her guidance. She
never surrendered her vision
or gave up hope on her

people and her country.

The fabric of Pakistani
democracy is inextricably
woven with her name. A
dictator like Pervez
Musharraf couldn’t keep
her away from her people
and her country for very
long. He had threatened her
“with dire consequences if
she returned to Pakistan” in
a phone call. He was re-
sponsible for providing her
security as she came back
to her people, yet he replied
that provision of security
depended on “their mutual
understanding and rela-
tions.” He not only failed
to ensure her security but
also played an active role
in endangering her life,
which led to her assassina-
tion.

When she returned from
her exile in 2007 to a Paki-
stan bloodied in terrorism,
the nation rejoiced and gave
her a hero’s welcome.

From Karachi to Kash-

mir, all of Pakistan wel-
comed the Daughter of
Destiny, home to her
people. Her jalsas pulled in
massive crowds as the
people of Pakistan pre-
pared to overthrow another
dictator, rallying together
under the leadership of
their beloved Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. On Octo-
ber 18th, 2007, people
came out in droves in
Karachi for the most promi-
nent political rally the na-
tion had ever seen, welcom-
ing her back as aray ofhope
against the dictator
Musharraf.

at this very place

Once again, Pakistan
lost a dynamic leader, who
was later given the title of
Shaheed-e-Jamhooriyat, as
her life was cruelly taken.
The days after her assassi-
nation were long and dark,
as the nation became uncer-
tain about its future. As fear
ofa bleak and terrifying to-
morrow set in, Pakistanis
wept.

From Karachi to
Peshawar, shops and busi-
nesses closed early. Pro-
testors set tires on fire on
the roads, expressing their
anger and frustration with
General Musharraf’s in-
competence at protecting
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. Violence
also broke out in Lahore,
Multan, and Rawalpindi
where grieving supporters
and angry protestors took
to the streets. There were
widespread reports of self-
immolation and mass hys-
teria ensued. The nation was
inconsolable.

This was when Asif Ali
Zardari said ‘Pakistan
Khappay’ to everyone who
was disillusioned and dis-
heartened. He held up the
ideals of democracy, pro-
gressivism, and egalitarian-
ism in Pakistan, and the
country will never forget
his untiring efforts for these
causes.

Mohtarma’s fearless
journey was cut short in the
form of her untimely assas-
sination, which was a cow-
ardly act by the extremists.
PPP continues its struggle
to make her dreams come
true. Benazir Bhutto was a
great visionary leader, who
was an inspiring beacon
not only for Pakistan, but
also for women all over the
world. We can promote her
vision by conducting re-
search on different aspects
of her life particularly her
political career.

She always wanted to
empower women in the
country. The  First
Women’s Bank and
Women'’s police stations
are just a few projects to
name she introduced in Pa-
kistan for females.

Meanwhile Central
President of Pakistan
Peoples Party’s Women

g

“I put my life in danger
and came here because I feel
this country is in danger.
People are worried. We will
bring the country out of this
crisis.” Said Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
during the Liaquat Bagh
jalsa on 27th December
2007 in Rawalpindi. These
astute words from what
was to be Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto’s last jalsa, because
she was brutally assassi-
nated shortly after uttering
these words.

She dreamt of a pros-
perous and developed Pa-
kistan. However,
Mohtarma had also fore-
seen the declining situation
of the world caused by in-
creasing extremism and ter-
rorism. She used to warn
the world against the pro-
motion of the extremism
and militancy for any po-
litical gain. She was of the
opinion that, “Extremism
today is a challenge. A chal-
lenge we must collectively
seek to understand and
overcome before it over-
comes and consumes us and
leaves destruction in its
wake.” Had the world lis-
tened  to Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
and understood her vision,
today the monster of ex-
tremism and terrorism
would have been defeated
across the nation.

A suicide attacker took
the life of a brave, charis-
matic, and visionary leader,
who lived and died for the
people of Pakistan.
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
fell victim to the dark forces
of tyranny and terrorism in
Pakistan. She was martyred
during the jalsa at Liaquat
Bagh, Rawalpindi. Ironi-
cally, the first Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, Liaquat
Ali Khan was also martyred

Wing and Member of Sindh

Assembly, Faryal Talpur
has said that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
won the hearts of the
people due to her political
wisdom, untiring struggle
and unparalleled sacrifices,
which will always be re-
membered in the history.

In her statement issued
on the 70th birth anniver-
sary of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, Faryal
Talpur said that a brave,
humble and history-making
leaders like her are born af-
ter the centuries.

She said that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
tremendously loved party
workers and the people of
Pakistan. The way she
played the role of a daugh-
ter, wife, mother and leader
despite living a very hectic
and difficult life, is the best
example for all of us.

In fact, Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
played the role of a teacher
for us in every respect, and
taught us to fight for the
rights of the people, and not
to hesitate any kind of sac-
rifice for their sake

Faryal Talpur said that
as the living nations never
forget their leaders, there-
fore the Pakistani people
also remember her every
day. She congratulated the
entire nation, including
the people around the
world, on the 70th birth-
day of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. She further
said that it is a matter of sat-
isfaction for the entire na-
tion that today Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is
actively and passionately
working for the prosper-
ity of the people and the
glory of Pakistan by hold-
ing the flag of her mission to
serve the people of Paki-
stan.

ilawal reiterates to follow

philosophy of Shaheed BB

Chairman Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari have reiterated to
follow the philosophy of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto for the su-
premacy of the constitution
and parliament.
According to a news
statement issued by Media
Cell Bilawal House, Chair-
man PPP paid tribute to the
first elected woman Prime
Minister of the Islamic
world, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, on her 70th
birth anniversary and said
that Dukhtar-e-Mashriq
(Daughter of the East) was
aray of light throughout her

(Benazir will come, bring
employment).

“I assure the nation
that if the people gave the
mandate to our party in the
upcoming general elections,
the PPP government will
also create ample employ-
ment opportunities in the
country, just like it was
done during the govern-
ments of  Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto,” he vowed.

Bilawal said that
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto was, truly,
a history-making personal-
ity and a movement, add-
ing that if the plant of de-
mocracy is growing in the

country today, it is the fruit
of the long and tireless
struggle and sacrifices of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. He pointed
out that after the martyr-
dom of the Quaid-e-Awam
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto played a
key role in strengthening
democratic institutions in
the country and the promo-
tion of equality in society.

The Chairman PPP
said that the best way to
pay homage to Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
is to follow her vision and
philosophy and associate
oneself with the struggle to

complete her incomplete
mission.

He said that the mis-
sion of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto is to estab-
lish the supremacy of the
constitution and law in Pa-
kistan, strengthen demo-
cratic institutions, eliminate
poverty from the country
and create a society where
tolerance, equality and har-
mony prevail.

“The time has come for
every one of us - the patri-
otic Pakistanis to put for-
ward the ‘Benazir Agenda’
for the progress and devel-
opment, prosperity, stabil-
ity and upliftment of the
country,” he urged.

life for the nation trapped
in darkness, and even today
her thoughts and philoso-
phy are a beacon of light
for the country in difficult
situations.

He said due to the pre-
vious regime, inflation and
unemployment have be-
come uncontrollable in the
country, but to control
them and eradicate poverty,
the people-friendly phi-
losophy of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
must be followed, adding
that in the past too, Paki-
stan had to face difficult
situations many times, but
the people always believed
that no matter how tough
the situation, “Benazir
Aaegi, Rozgar Laaegi”

Remembering Shhd Benazir Bhutto’s Legacy

By Bashir Riaz

Sixteen years after the martyrdom of Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto, “Zinda hai BB, zinda hai” still echoes in political
rallies and every day, in the hearts of her party-workers.
I often think that indeed, Shaheed BB still lives in our
thoughts and memories. Every year, June 21 is marked as
her birthday and cakes are cut to pay tribute to this
phenomenal woman, who was the pride of Pakistan na-
tionally and internationally. Despite a known threat to
her life, she chose to return to her people for the sake of
democracy and rule of law. Her sacrifice will be remem-
bered in the history of Pakistan forever as part of Bhutto
family’s irrefutable contribution towards the restoration
of democracy.

During her tenure as the Prime Minister, she created
employment opportunities and helped numerous people
who had nowhere else to turn to. She even financially
supported needy people from personal charity, such as
the caretaker of Pak Tea House, which was a space of
freedom where political, intellectual and artistic culture
flourished. Today, all those whose lives she touched re-
member her with deep respect. Shaheed BB is an example
ofa true leader who stays alive in the hearts of the people
long after leaving this world. Her generosity is also evi-
dent in her ideology of reconciliation instead of revenge.

Today, this legacy of respect in politics should be a
lesson for everyone about promoting a culture of toler-
ance in politics. There are countless instances from the
life of Shaheed BB that are a testimony to her courage and

struggles for democracy. She never gave in to the pres-
sures of the military regime and firmly stood by her ide-
ologies, almost as an article of faith— she protected her
vision with her life. On 14 January 1984, Shaheed BB
reached Heathrow airport in London after five years of jail
and house-arrest where she received a very warm welcome
from her supporters. On this occasion, she spoke to the
media and said, “Pakistan is my homeland. I will live and
die there.  have come to Britain to seek medical treatment.
In Zia’s martial law, I stayed in confinement for five years
and now I am breathing freely in a free country. After
consultation with party leaders here, I will decide on the
future course of action. Pakistan People’s Party does not
belong to any single individual but it belongs to the people
of Pakistan. I will return to Pakistan as soon as my treat-
ment ends.” After the surgery of her ear, she increased the
intensity of her struggle against the Zia regime in London.

Only a few days after arriving in London, I received a
call from Sanam Bhutto that BB was looking for me.
Shaheed BB asked me if I wanted to work with her as her
spokesperson. I was humbled by this proposal and ac-
cepted. I responded that I would try my best to do justice
to this position. It was her guidance that taught me a lot
and gave me a fulfilling mission in life.

The international media gave a voice to her struggle for
democracy on the world stage. A newspaper from Den-
mark introduced Shaheed BB in these words, “Who knew
that a graduate of Harvard and Oxford, tall, slender and
sophisticated ‘Princess of the East’, would become a sym-
bol of unity for the people of Pakistan?”

Whenever she spoke about her struggles against the
oppression of the military regime, there were never tears in

her eyes and she never wallowed in self-pity. When she
would talk about her time in jail, she always remembered

er party workers awaiting punishment in the Pakistani
jails. She never forgot the need to fight for her people,
staying true to the legacy of her father, Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. She said that we have to end this autocracy and
if this can be achieved by her going to jail then she would
do it again and again. She raised her voice for a democratic
Pakistan on multiple forums internationally and helped to
establish a strong base for the Pakistan People’s Party
around the globe.

In 1986, she rendered everyone speechless when dur-
ing a television interview she said that despite the oppres-
sive tactics of General Zia, she would not resort to politics
ofrevenge. The TV anchor repeated his question and asked
that despite the fact that Zia hanged her father and kept her
in jail, she will not take revenge? She replied she did not
believe in revenge and this was the difference between Zia
and her.

On 10 April 1986, when BB landed in Lahore, she
asked me to exit first and see the situation regarding police
behaviour. The area was surrounded by police and along
with some other party leaders, I became a part of the
historic welcome procession that reached Minar-e-Paki-
stan for a jalsa. In the general elections of 1988, the victory
of the Pakistan People’s Party was a watershed moment
when democracy won against terror and oppression.
Shaheed BB became the first woman Prime Minister in the
Muslim World, a proud moment for everyone who sup-
ported a progressive and democratic Pakistan.

Shaheed BB had clearly decided that she would not
resort to any vengeful acts against the widow of General
Zia or his family. She instructed her party workers as well
to maintain an attitude of respect towards their rivals. She
set a unique example for the future political leaders of our
country, staying true to her great political stature, by for-
giving her rivals. Her legacy is a lesson that verbal or physi-
cal abuse, personally maligning opponents or other modes
of vengeance should be discouraged by political leaders.
They should remember the conduct of Shaheed BB and
refrain from stooping low to the level of common ruffians.

As I look back, I recall aspects of BB’s personality
that I was fortunate to witness personally. Her generous
and empathetic nature is evident from her behaviour with
others. She regularly celebrated my birthday until Decem-
ber 2007, the year she passed away, and now only her
memories are left behind. In an international conference in
Portugal, she was paid tribute in these words, “Amongst
all the stars in the sky, you alone are the shining star.”
Only if Shaheed BB were alive today, the radiance of her
generous personality and political brilliance would have
lit our country on the world map many years ago. On this
occasion of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s birthday, let’s re-
member this great political leader and her legacy of self-
lessness, respect, and steadfastness on her ideology for
her land where the tree of democracy is flourishing today,
nourished with the blood of Bhuttos.
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Health for all

Though the situation may
have improved since the time
of independence, Pakistan’s
health indicators are hardly
satisfactory. Far too many Pa-
kistanis die preventable, early
deaths, while debilitating dis-
eases affect the quality of life
and productivity of millions.
This is mostly because de-
spite the power wielders’
stated commitments to im-
prove the lot of the masses,
human development is not a
priority for our elite. When
members of the elite fall sick,
they can opt for the best
healthcare money can buy at
private medical facilities in the
country, or better still, fly off
to foreign locales where they
are healed in well-equipped
hospitals, staffed by compe-
tent medical professionals.
For the middle and working
classes in this country, the
choices are far fewer. Should
the common man get sick, he
can either pay through the
nose and be admitted to a
private hospital, or opt for
suboptimal public health fa-
cilities, or die a slow, painful
death. To ameliorate this dis-
mal state of affairs, the HRCP
has rightly called for making
health a fundamental part of
the Constitution. This call
needs to be heeded by local
authorities as well as those
in parliament.

Though many of the rights
enshrined in the Constitution
are denied to the people, in-
corporating health in the
nation’s basic law will at least
correct the direction. As the
WHO states, health is “a fun-
damental right of every hu-
man being”, one that is un-
fortunately denied to millions
of Pakistanis. Our high rates
of neonatal mortality and
child stunting, high burden
of hepatitis C and tuberculo-
sis, as well as the fact that
this country is amongst the
two remaining states in the
world where polio has not
been eradicated, point to only
a few of our considerable
health challenges. However,
all these problems can be
tackled, should the state
prioritise people’s health. Ac-
knowledging health as a fun-
damental constitutional right,
as was done with education
in the 18™ Amendment, is the
first step. This needs to be
followed up by strengthening
primary healthcare across the
nation, specifically in the
less-developed parts of rural
Sindh and Balochistan, where
healthcare is available only in
rudimentary form.

If all goes as planned a
general election will be held
in a few months. Therefore,
as pointed out by experts, po-
litical parties should commit
to making health a fundamen-
tal right in their manifestos.
Moreover, a multisector ap-
proach is needed; better
healthcare facilities and pro-
fessionals will only make a dif-
ference when people have
cleaner air to breathe and
pure water to drink. Afford-
able healthcare at public fa-
cilities (and free for those who
cannot pay) is an achievable
goal should the elite set their
minds to it. A secure and pro-
gressive Pakistan can only
emerge when its people are
healthy, educated and pros-
perous.

If China and US normalise ties

Jawed Naqvi

John Pilger warned in a
documentary about an im-
minent US war on China.
There are those that worry
it could erupt between
China and India even
sooner. Both scenarios
could be right, and both are
hopefully wrong. That the
world economy is grap-
pling with a looming reces-
sion doesn’t help and it
would be naive not to see
its hand in the tragic Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict.
However, on the eve
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s first state visit to
the US this week, it was
interesting to see Secretary
of State Antony Blinken in
Beijing, the highest-ranking
visit by a US official to
China in years. That he was
accorded an unscheduled
meeting with President Xi
Jinping could signal where
the two countries are seek-

ing to be with each other,
despite the baggage of re-
cent history.

Moreover, Xi is al-
most certainly planning to
be at this year’s APEC meet-
ing in San Francisco in No-
vember. That’s when the
heat would be building in
the US presidential race.
Spin-offs for President Joe
Biden’s electoral calculus in
Xi’s visit can’t be dis-
counted, depending on the
news Blinken carries home
from his meetings with top
Chinese diplomats and Xi
himself. The fact that Bill
Gates was accorded a meet-
ing with Xi a day before
Blinken’s arrival may indi-
cate the side the bread is
buttered for Sino-US ties.
To reinforce the trajectory,
Elon Musk just left Beijing
singing praises of China.

Unlike the current In-
dian dispensation, which
leans on Mr Modi for ev-
ery important diplomatic
messaging or economic ne-
gotiation, the Chinese op-
erate at several fronts and
at various levels. China’s
prime minister began key
visits to Germany and
France while his foreign
minister dealt with Blinken.
Among the objectives is to
remind Europe of the peril
it has landed itself in by

mindlessly following the US
dog-whistle on Ukraine, in
most cases less than enthu-
siastically.

A tentative de-linking
of economic perspectives
seems visible. Consider the
fact that while the US Fed
has not raised its interest
rates this time around, in-
dicating some degree of eco-
nomic stabilisation, music
to Biden’s ears, European
banks had to tweak the
rates still higher to combat
their inflation. In this chaos,
the Chinese are looking the
most composed, relatively.
Whatever be the substance
of the Blinken talks, Beijing,
like Arjuna the warrior
prince in the epic
Mahabharata, has kept its
sights riveted to the eye of
the moving fish to shoot the
arrow at. The fish is Tai-
wan, a non-negotiable real-
ity for the Xi presidency.

Still, the Chinese are
diligently following the
Modi visit but without any
evident malice towards
New Delhi. The Global
Times works under the
Chinese Communist Party.
There were two useful com-
ments the paper offered on
India’s burgeoning ties with
Washington. A pocket car-
toon showed an elephant
and a panda as boxers in the

ring, gloves on, and raring
to go at each other, while
Uncle Sam, playing the ref-
eree albeit from outside the
ring, is shouting: “Fight.
Fight. Fight.” There’s no
mistaking who or what the
two boxers represent.

In a separate commen-
tary on the visit, the paper
applauded India’s industrial
prowess and its growing
economic sinews. It also
had some handy advice,
which could be dismissed
as gratuitous had it not
ticked several boxes, which
are of concern to a whole
host of Indians.

The Global Times
noted that India’s economy
has developed rapidly,
achieving a robust growth
of 7.2 per cent last year.
“Clearly, India is entering a
period of rapid growth.
The government attempts
to drive growth through
pushing several long-term
projects, reforms to build a
robust financial system and
increase supply-side ad-
justments,” the paper said,
but it also cautioned.
“These correct choices also
make it necessary for India
to make profound changes
for the competence of the
population and the labour
force in the future, essen-
tially a secularised spiritual

overhaul, which can build a
solid foundation for India’s
opening up. This is the
way India can become a
leading global economy;
and what can the US’ strat-
egy bring to India?
Moreover, India
needs all-embracing reforms
like China’s. Had China not
adopted a ‘two-wheel drive
policy’ of reform and open-
ing-up more than 40 years
ago, it would not be the sec-
ond-largest economy in the
world. “The status of China
and India in the world will
depend on their respective
attitudes toward embracing
the world.” Sage advice.
Mr Modi is being ac-
corded a rare second ad-
dress to the US Congress
during the trip. Five previ-
ous prime ministers have
addressed the Congress,
once each, beginning with
Jawaharlal Nehru. The is-
sues have been constant,
but the finesse with which
they were presented varied.
Indira Gandhi was received
with aplomb by Ronald
Reagan but denied the op-
portunity the others got
of speaking to the Con-
gress, retribution for her
defence pact with the
USSR. The pact’s ben-
efits have not stopped ac-
cruing, however, includ-

ing to Modi’s India, as
enshrined in special ties
with Moscow. Nehru had
a clearer idea of what In-
dia sought without com-
promising its sover-
eignty.

“I have come here on
a voyage of discovery of
the mind and heart of
America and to place be-
fore you our own mind
and heart,” he told the US
Congress in 1949.

“We realise that
self-help is the first con-
dition of success for a
nation, no less than for an
individual. We are con-
scious that ours must be
the primary effort and we
shall seek succour from
none to escape from any
part of our own respon-
sibility. But though our
economic potential is
great, its conversion into
finished wealth will need
much mechanical and tech-
nological aid.

“We shall, therefore,
gladly welcome such aid
and cooperation on terms
that are of mutual benefit.
... But we do not seek any
material advantage in ex-
change for any part of our
hard-won freedom.” That
hard-won freedom will be
on test during the Modi
trip. -- Courtesy Dawn

Mosharraf Zaidi

The capsizing of a fishing
trawler off the coast of
Greece has shocked many
around the world. At least
78 have died and several
hundred remain missing.

Pakistan was report-
edly the most well repre-
sented nation on the boat.
The Foreign Office has re-
ported that 12 Pakistanis
have been identified among
those whose bodies have
been found — many more,
perhaps hundreds, remain
unaccounted for. CNN has
reported a Pakistani official
source claiming that 300
Pakistanis may have died.
Already the dissembling
and performative aches and
pains of a helpless and hap-
less state and societal elite
has begun.

As I'write these words
on the ‘day of mourning’ for
the middle-class men and
women that died fleeing this
place, the outcome of the

Drowning to live

inquiries, the outrage and
the flagellation in the dis-
course is the only thing
about Pakistan that is guar-
anteed. The third-tier crimi-
nals that are the last mile of
the supply chain that ends
with Pakistanis jumping off
HMS Sohni Dharti will
face some jail time, maybe
even serious jail time. But
the first-tier criminals that
are the plantation owners,
the executive producers, the
lead conductors and chief
engineers of this tragic Rock
Bottom Enterprise? They
will continue to spray
Zippo lighter fluid across
the length and breadth of
the land, burning down
whatever semblance of or-
der remains.

For evidence, one need
not look further than the
budget document foisted
upon the country last week.
Ishaq Dar is seized by the
interests of the PML-N,
we are told. Of course, he
will do what he is doing. But
what is it exactly that he is
doing? He is essentially try-
ing to find enough oxygen
for the state to survive past
the expiry date of the cur-
rent government. What
happens to Pakistan the
day after? Ishaq Dar, we are
told, doesn’t care —he is the
one that keeps telling us, in
his charming Shahzeb

Khanzada side manner.
This is a strange flex for the
Pakistani elite to keep trot-
ting out. “I was wronged”
and now “I don’t care”. Or
the more powerful, “Itisn’t
right, but the country must
be saved”.

The newest means of
saving Pakistan is to con-
vert the most passionate
consumers of the fictions
that the military itself manu-
factured into the most toxic
critics of the same military.
Why would a country
hound the honourable law-
yers that it is lucky to have?
How does this keep hap-
pening? What are the short-
, medium- and long-term
effects of the constant
throwing of the constitu-
tion into the shredder? It is
exit.

I was first given the
gift of Albert Hirschman’s
‘Exit, Voice and Loyalty:
Responses to Decline in
Firms, Organizations and
States’ by a professor that
instituted the essay as part
of my masters in 1999. By
that time, Exit, Voice and
Loyalty was almost thirty
years old — older than me
then, and much older than
the Pakistani median age of
23.

Hirschman’s frame-
work helps us understand
what motivates the dy-

namic between individuals
and systems in terms of
sticking to a system versus
choosing to leave it. Voice
and loyalty are, therefore,
really important elements
in determining the ultimate
outcome. If you have a
voice in a system, and this
voice matters, and you use
it, and this use ends up
making a difference, this is
likely to limit the chances
of your exit. Concurrent to
this, in Hirschman’s own
words, “The importance of
loyalty from our point of
view is that it can neutral-
ize within certain limits the
tendency of the most qual-
ity-conscious customers or
members to be the first to
exit.”

Put more simply, if
you have loyalty to a sys-
tem, you are likely to be able
to endure failures or weak-
nesses in the system. Both
these elements — the ele-
ment of voice and the ele-
ment of loyalty — are how-
ever bounded and limited.
No real-life situation is
ever analogous to the
frameworks constructed
on desks, or laptops, or in
laboratories, or in board-
rooms.

But Exit, Voice and
Loyalty offers a powerful
means of assessing, dis-
passionately what hap-

pened prior to the capsiz-
ing of that fishing trawler
off the coast of Greece,
the choices made by con-
sumers of ‘dunkie’, the
market failures that enable
illegal and extremely risky
migration, and the quan-
tum of effort that states
like Pakistan are now be-
ing forced to invest in
keeping some people out-
side its borders and other
people within.

Despite being given
enormous leeway by my
editors, this column can-
not fully explore the en-
tire spectrum of these
questions — but we can
make three quick observa-
tions that have a relatively
rich evidence base. The
first is the kind of median
age Pakistani that ends up
‘dunkie lagana’ on those
fishing trawlers and boats
that transport people from
North Africa (especially
Libya) across the Mediter-
ranean to the land of
honey and milk — aka
Giorgia Meloni’s Italy or
Kyriakos Mitsotkis’s
Greece.

It is really quite
simple: bottom quintile
Pakistanis cannot afford to
get themselves on these
economic opportunity
cruise lines. Without pay-
ing illegal human smug-

glers several hundred thou-
sand, and often several
million rupees, you sim-
ply cannot get to the bor-
der, what to say of getting
on and off the trucks,
planes, trains and automo-
biles that end with em-
barking upon the boats
and ships of death that are
plying the Mediterranean.
That kind of money is
available only to those
that have assets that can
be converted into the hard
cash that then gets con-
verted into the illusion of
a better life in Europe or
beyond.

The primary ques-
tion this should prompt
for Imran Khan, Nawaz
Sharif, Asif Ali Zardari and
the spectrum of officers
and offices of the state —
deep and shallow — is why
those intergenerational as-
sets (usually land) is so
readily being sold for such
a high stakes gamble in
which losing means
drowning at sea, or being
shot during a daring bor-
der crossing, or suffocat-
ing whilst in the air or in a
box somewhere hiding
one’s way from the Is-
lamic Republic of Paki-
stan, to the inflation, rac-
ism and demographic defi-
cit of 21% century Europe.
-- Courtesy TheNews

A close call

Naseer Memon

After keeping millions of
people on tenterhooks for
almost a week, Cyclone
Biparjoy petered out with-
out inflicting much damage.
Sindh’s coastal districts
from Karachi to Badin nar-
rowly survived a climatic
catastrophe as the cyclone
swerved in the nick of time,
avoiding landfall on Sindh’s
coast.

Having the same trajec-
tory and climatic features,
Biparjoy brought to mind
Cyclone 2A that battered
Pakistan’s coastal commu-
nities in 1999. The UN esti-
mated that the cyclone killed
189 people while 150 were
missing.

More than 138,000
houses collapsed, and 675
boats disappeared. Some
15,000 cattle heads and
sheep died. And 256,000
hectares (approximately
633,000 acres) of land was
affected.

One conspicuous im-
provement this time was
the early warning and con-
tinuous tracking of the cy-
clonic movement. The Met
Office released regular up-
dates detailing the cyclone’s
movement, intensity and
potential impact on differ-
ent areas till it barrelled
away from the Sindh coast.
Effective dissemination of
information through elec-
tronic and social media
helped the evacuation of
over 70,000 people.

Had the cyclone
struck, it would have erased
much of the already rickety
infrastructure, including the
straw huts inhabited by the
poor. The coastal villages of
Thatta, Sujawal and Badin
lack proper living facilities.

Footage aired on TV
laid bare the abject depriva-

tion of the coastal villages
and islands. Small fishing
boats or small herds of cattle
are their biggest assets, and
these were exposed to dan-
ger. These areas present a
distressing picture. Safe
drinking water, sanitation,
nutrition, electricity, roads,
clinics and schools are con-
spicuous by their absence.
Surviving on meagre in-
comes, the dwellers of these
villages live a primitive life.

A poverty survey of
Badin district revealed that
the homes of 48 per cent of
the respondents had
wooden roofs; 46pc of the
people were without elec-
tricity, 60pc had no sanita-
tion facility, and 92pc were
using farm crops and animal
dung as cooking fuel.

No wonder 75pc of
households suffer from
multipronged poverty in
these three coastal districts,
according to the UNDP’s
Multidimensional Poverty
Index. This socioeconomic
profile makes coastal com-
munities extremely vulner-
able to any climate shock.
Over the past two centuries,
some two million people
worldwide have died due to
the effects of tropical
storms. This region is among
the areas vulnerable to
tropical cyclones. The
coastlines of Pakistan, India,
Myanmar, Bangladesh,
Oman, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines have experienced
cyclones of varying intensi-
ties. The frequency of cy-
clones in the Arabian Sea has
increased in recent decades.

According to a study
published in the American
Meteorological Society jour-
nal, 41 cyclonic storms
formed in the Arabian Sea
during 1979-2008, of which
23 made landfall, with tropi-
cal depression or stronger
intensities. The average life-
time of these storms was 3.4
days on a scale of one to
nine. During the period
1979-2008, the average
number of cyclonic storm
days per year over the Ara-
bian Sea was 4.7. Data re-
veals that the average cy-
clone period increased from
2.3 in 1979-91 to 6.4 in

1992-2008. This indicates
the rising incidence of cy-
clones in the Arabian Sea.

Nevertheless, the
world has learnt to mitigate
risk to life and property.
Bangladesh is an inspiring
example of how improved
early warning systems and
appropriate infrastructure
can reduce the impact of
cyclones.

The country lost
718,000 of its inhabitants to
cyclones in the past 50
years. However, these fig-
ures have now been drasti-
cally reduced. The Category
3 Cyclone Bhola wreaked
havoc in 1970, claiming
500,000 lives.

A cyclone of similar
intensity, Am--ph--an,
caused only 26 deaths in
2020. In 1970, the country
had only 42 cyc-1-o--ne
shelters; today, it has
12,000 functional cyclone
she-I-ters serving Sm people.
Bangladesh has remarkably
imp-roved its early warning
and evacuation systems. A
functional and effective gov-
ernance system s better able
to respond to disasters.

A contrasting example
is that of Myanmar, where
Cyclone Nargis caused
140,000 deaths and affected
some 2.5m people in 2008.
Although Nargis had been
forecast a week before it
struck, due to the
government’s slackness, the
warning was not conveyed
to the vulnerable communi-
ties in time.

This time, Pakistan
performed better on early
warning and rapid evacua-
tion. However, more struc-
tural measures are needed to
avoid damage if a cyclone
strikes our coast. Increased
socioeconomic resilience of
coastal communities, cy-
clone-resilient housing, a
sturdy network of roads and
dykes, a dense shield of
mangroves, improved cy-
clone shelters and better
organised district disaster
management authorities can
provide relief if a sea-trig-
gered disaster strikes. Pre-
paredness is the key to
avoiding death and destruc-
tion. -- Courtesy Dawn
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Nazir A. Jogezai

Emotional intelligence, or
emotional quotient, is as
significant as intelligence
quotient. EQ, based on so-
cial intelligence, is the ca-
pacity to comprehend,
utilise and regulate one’s
emotions in constructive
ways to reduce stress, com-
municate effectively,
empathise with others,
overcome problems, and
diffuse disputes. Research
also tells us about the ‘curse
of emotion’, whereby indi-
viduals with a high EQ
might arouse negative feel-
ings. However, rational in-
dividuals with higher EQ
fare better than those who
are emotionally attached to
an opinion or ideology.

Contemporary learn-
ing theories stress EQ-re-
sponsive curricula, instruc-
tion, assessment and learn-
ing environments to pro-
mote holistic development,
including self-awareness,
among the students. Self-
awareness depends on the
level of mental autonomy,
objective self-analysis, and
decision-making abilities,
with teachers and parents
as support. However,
schools and homes tend to
promote the memorisation
of specific knowledge,
without considering the
students’ interests or po-
tential. What can only be
called ‘instructional polic-
ing’ demands obedience
from the students and of-
ten results in physical or
emotional abuse, if the
young learners take no in-
terest or resist. Meanwhile,
parents want to fulfil their
own dreams through their
children’s education.

With such a narrow
understanding of learning at

home and in schools, stu-
dents feel fear and anxiety,
and are prone to negative
emotions — in contrast to
how it should be. Research
tells us that a learner’s mul-
tiple intelligences, while
possessing their own
strengths and weaknesses,
seldom function indepen-
dently of one another. Mu-
sical-rhythmic, visual-spa-
tial, verbal-linguistic, logi-
cal-mathematical, bodily-
kinesthetic, interpersonal,
intrapersonal, and natural-
istic intelligences are ex-
amples. A creative, imagi-
native youngster, though
possessing poor
memorisation powers, may
do very well in some areas
but may not get good grades
in an exam. Notwithstand-
ing their skills, such chil-
dren are deemed failures.

Standardised tests
also largely function as an
evaluation model, measur-
ing students, with varying
abilities, against fixed
knowledge standards.
There is nothing holistic
about the teaching ap-
proach that supports such
tests. In fact, assessments
must go beyond merely
quantifying what has been
learnt; it must also highlight
areas for development for
both students and teachers.
Regrettably, teachers rely
on syllabus completion and
memorised material to set
exam questions. As a stu-
dent, I recall having to rote
learn many ‘answers’. So |
had no idea what I was re-
citing in front of my teach-
ers or why one student was
praised while the other was
punished.

We must prioritise
learning keeping our young-
sters” EQ in mind. This
could be done through an
enabling atmosphere in-
stead of being made to face
pressure to deliver ‘A’ or
‘A’-plus grades. Schools
must be made aware of their
students’ talents and adapt
their teaching methods ac-
cordingly, rather than sub-
jecting them to homogenous
teaching methodologies and
rote learning-based assess-
ments, which can never

EQ

handle diverse intelligences
and modes of learning. In-
telligence denotes acting
purposefully, thinking ra-
tionally and applying infor-
mation rather than merely
storing it. It is more about
how to learn than what to
learn.

Our curricula, text-
books, teachers, in fact the
overall learning system,
must consider diversity in
terms of multiple intelli-
gences as each child is dif-
ferent. The fear of failure
must be reduced by sensi-
tively addressing children’s
learning requirements.

More important is the
skill and co--u-rage to ask
quest-ions. Learn-ing rel-ies
on asking logical questions
as oppo-sed to just search-
ing for accurate ans-wers.
The rep-ression of inquiry
in the name of obedience
stifles the courage and curi-
osity of children and causes
them emotional harm. The
curricula, teachers and par-
ents expect obedience,
which essentially means
executing an action on the
orders of an authority to
maintain a show of respect.
Teachers and parents are the
people closest to children,
but they are also people
from whom children hide a
lot of things. Respect is a
two-way street — between
teachers and students, and
between parents and chil-
dren. Updated scientific re-
search tells us that the stu-
dents’ reflective learning
experiences indicate an in-
crease in self-introspection,
emotional awareness, emo-
tional regulation and under-
standing others. Moving
from homogeneous expec-
tations to multiple intelli-
gences is the most effective
approach. We can achieve
this by allowing adequate
space for new modes of
learning that stimulate our
children’s intellectual capi-
tal rather than memory,
therefore preparing pupils
for life than just for exams.
We need to raise our chil-
dren with greater EQ, so
that they remain productive
for themselves and society.
-- Courtesy Dawn
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Announces 35pc adhoc relief for Govt employees

KP Govt authorizes
Rs462.426bn expenditure
for four months

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa care-
taker Government here on
Tuesday authorized
Rs462.426 billion expendi-
ture for four months (July
1 to October 31, 2023) and
announced 35 percent
adhoc relief allowance for
its employees BS 1 to 16
and 30 percent from BS 17
and above and 17.5percent
in pension of all pension-
ers.

Presenting the salient
features of authorized ex-
penditure for the above
four months, Adviser to the
chief minister for finance
and energy, Himayat Ullah
Mayar here said that
Rs350.041 billion was fixed
as total authorized current
expenditure, Rs309.498 bln
for settled current expendi-
ture, Rs40.543 bln for
newly merged areas
(NMA) current expendi-
tures for the said four
months.

On the development
side, he said the authorized
development expenditure
for July 1 to October 31,
2023, is Rs112.385 billion,
the settled development
expenditure is Rs92.122
bln and NMA’s Rs20.263
bln for the said months.

As many Rs8.667 bln
expenditure for the Annual
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KARACHI: Inspector Geeral

Development Programme,
Rs1.263 bln for FPA and
Rs10.333 bln for Acceler-
ated Implementation Pro-
gram of NMAs were autho-
rized for the said four dis-
tricts.

The Adviser an-
nounced 50pc increase in
traveling allowance for all
Provincial Government
employees, 100pc increase
in special conveyance al-
lowance for disabled em-
ployees and an increase in
orderly allowance from
Rs14,000 per month to
Rs25,000 per month.

Besides 50pc increase
in deputation allowances
and 100pc in secretariat
performance allowance, the
Adbviser also announced the
extension of executive al-
lowance to officers of spe-
cial duty an increase of mini-
mum wages from Rs26,000
per month to Rs32,000pm
and ration allowance of po-
lice and jails from Rs681pm
to Rs1000pm respectively.

The KP Adviser for
Finance said that 10 percent
of the allocated funds
would be released posi-
tively for ongoing projects
of a sector at the start of
fiscal year and the adminis-
trative department would
ensure releases for the
completion of ongoing

schemes while subsequent
releases would be made on
the provision of utilization
certificate of at least 90 per-
cent of the already released
fund.

He announced a com-
plete ban on new schemes
and no release to be made
in the names of individuals
with respect to umbrella
schemes.

Himayat Ullah said
that 100 percent release in
salaries and utility charges
besides financial assistance
to the families of deceased
in Government Service
would be provided.

He said that 25 per-
cent releases shall be made
to all medical teaching in-
stitutions.

The Adviser an-
nounced a complete ban on
recruitment, creation of new
posts excluding completed
development projects, pur-
chase of vehicles except for
ambulances, earth moving
machinery and fire trucks,
participation in seminars
on Govt funds and work-
shops on five stars hotels
and abroad treatment on
govt expenses.

He said no appoint-
ment would be made against
vacant posts except by
promotion and no recruit-
ment in dying cadre.

of Poc

(IGP) Sindh, Ghulam Nabi Memon

presides over the high level meeting held at CPO Headquarters in Karachi.

Minister inspects pace
of work on irrigation
sector projects

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Irrigation Minis-
ter Haji Fazl Elahi visited
Warsak Left Bank System
in district Khyber and in-
spected the pace of work
on ongoing projects and re-
lated Kabul Canal Head and
the Warsak system on the
right bank of Kabul River.

Chief Engineer
(South) Engineer Yasin
Khan, and Superintending
Engineer Peshawar Engineer
Baatur Zaman Khan were
also present along with the
Provincial Irrigation Minis-
ter.

Executive Engineer
Peshawar Canal Division

Peshawar Engineer Saifullah
Khan and Executive Engi-
neer Warsak Canal Division
Peshawar Engineer
Mamreez Khan along with
their staff gave a detailed
briefing to the Provincial
Irrigation Minister.

The minister appreci-
ated the progress of work
with the operation/mainte-
nance of infrastructure.
While giving instructions,
he said that the good work
should be continued and
the quality should be given
full attention so that the Ir-
rigation Department and
the public can get the ben-
efits.

Haji Fazal Elahi, in a

US academia, local
ulema join hands for
interfaith harmony

PESHAWAR (INP): A del-
egation of US academia led
by Dr Chris Gnanakan
joined hands with members
of the Imamia Council
Peshawar on a productive
dialogue on interfaith and
inter-religious harmony,
said a press release issued
here on Tuesday. The meet-
ing, jointly initiated by the
‘Imamia Council’ and the
‘Qoumi Aman Jirga,”aimed
to foster understanding and
cooperation among people
of different faiths.

Dr Chris Gnanakan, a
renowned Professor of
Theology and Global Stud-
ies at Liberty University
and Director of Leadership
Development for Christar
is known for his inspira-
tional approach in motivat-
ing, mobilizing people into
the fields and mentoring the
next generation. His pres-

ence at the meeting brought
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authorities.

CH: Aview of the massive traffic m outsi
ket due to the over parking of cars, which needs the attention of concern

valuable insights into the
role of religion and its im-
pact on humanity. During
the dialogue, speakers from
various religious schools of
thought shared their per-
spectives on interfaith har-
mony, emphasizing its im-
portance in promoting
peace and understanding.
Sharing his views
Allama Abid Hussain
Shakiri said that interfaith
harmony is a crucial ele-
ment in fostering peaceful
coexistence among differ-
ent religious communities.
It allows appreciating and
sharing of values and work-
ing together towards a bet-
ter future. Allama Syed
Jameel ul Hassan Shirazi
said that the essence of in-
ter-religion harmony lies in
recognizing and respecting
the diversity of religious
beliefs while promoting
dialogue and cooperation.

Jinnah House attack:
ATC remands
17 accused in

police custody

LAHORE (APP): An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Tuesday handed over 17
accused to police on 7-day
physical remand in Jinnah
House attack case.

Earlier, the police pro-
duced 19 accused before
ATC Judge Abher Gul
Khan after an identification
parade.

The investigation of-
ficer submitted that 17 ac-
cused were identified but
two accused could not be
identified in an identifica-
tion parade held at the jail.
He requested the court to
grant physical remand of 17
accused for investigation.

At this, the court dis-
charged accused, Nacemul
Haq and Arslan, from the
case after not being identi-
fied.

Huge quantity
gutka seized,

one arrested

KARACHI (APP): The
district Keamari Police on
Tuesday seized a huge
quantity of hazardous
gutka from an empty plot
and arrested an involved
accused.

According to SSP
Keamari Fida Hussain
Janwari, a team of
Saeedabad Police Station in
araid recovered 4650 pack-
ets of hazardous gutka
from an empty plot in Sec-
tor 12F, Saeedabad area.

An accused identified
as Ali Muhammad was ar-
rested from the spot while
his other accomplice
namely Raheel managed to
escape. The accused used
to bring the gutka from Hub
and conceal it in the plot.
They used to supply it in
late night hours. A case had
been registered and further in-
vestigations were underway.
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Governor

Haji Ghula

regarding people complaints about load shedding of electricity and Gas.

mAli prsides ovr the meeting of WAPDA and Sui Gas officials

———

Kundi takes notice of
public complaints
about BISP payments

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Minister of State for
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Faisal Karim
Kundi on Tuesday took
notice of the public com-
plaints regarding recent
payments of the Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP).

In a statement, the
minister said an inquiry was
being conducted against
Bank Al-Falah to probe its
links down and other sys-
tem issues on payment cen-
ters in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

He said the poor
people were facing difficul-
ties due to non payment of
their stipend, adding, the
high ups of the bank were
contacted in that regard.

The BISP secretary
was investigating the
matter of non-payment
of stipend to women for
two days, he men-
tioned.

Faisal Kundi said the
strict action would be taken
against the bank involved in
this negligence.

“No inappropriate
behavior will be tolerated
towards the beneficiary
women of BISP across the
country,” he added.

He said the police of-
ficials guilty of violence
against women in Charsada
had been suspended imme-
diately and the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Inspector
General of Police also or-
dered an inquiry against
that police personnel.

CJ PHC pays maiden
visit to district court
Khyber

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Justice, Peshawar High
Court on Tuesday visited
District Courts Khyber.

It was a historical
maiden visit of a female
Chief Justice to a merged
district.

During her visit, she
inaugurated the extension of
sub-jail Barra, the project
of rehabilitation of Courts
and allied facilities at Dis-
trict Courts, Jamrud and
lastly, sub-Jail Jamrud was
thoroughly visited.

At Bara, her ladyship
was warmly received by the
District and Sessions Judge,
Inspector General of pris-
ons, Deputy commissioner,
DPO and XEN C&W.

After inaugurating the
extension block of Sub Jail
Bara, the District and Ses-

sions Judge in his welcome
remarks felicitated her lady-
ship for becoming the voice
of the voiceless and savior
of the neglected section in
the justice system.

The extension of sub-
jail Barra was termed a
“blessing” by the inmates
who previously were living
in pigeonholes and had no
access even to sunlight.

With this extension,
the foremost misery of the
inmates regarding provision
of space was resolved on
one hand while on the other
a suitable environment was
ensured to them.

The Chief Justice ex-
pressed her satisfaction,
however impressed upon
1G Prisons to provide edu-
cational and sporting facili-
ties for the prisoners.

WHO Representative Donates
Medicines worth Rs 60 min
to KP health department

PESHAWAR (APP): Dr.
Palitha Mahipala, World
Health  Organization
(WHO) Representative in
Pakistan, Tuesday visited
the Director General Health
Services (DGHS) in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
inaugurated the
organization’s camp office
located within the DGHS
premises, emphasizing the
importance of close coor-
dination between WHO
and the health department.

In a significant gesture
of support, Dr. Mahipala
handed over essential medi-
cines worth Rs 60 million
to Dr. Shaukat Ali, the Di-
rector General of Health
Department in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

DG Health, Dr.
Shaukat Ali, expressed his
gratitude for the generous
contribution from WHO,
recognizing the critical role

Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee
delegation calls

on Governor

KARACHI (APP): A del-
egation of Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee led by its
Chairman Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad called on
Sindh Governor
Mohammed Kamran Khan
Tessori at the Governor
House here on Tuesday.

The delegation in-
cluded Regional Ruet-e-
Hilal Committee members,
the DG Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs, the chief me-
teorologist, and others.

They discussed with
the Governor the need for
agreement on the crescent
regarding important
months, and other issues of
mutual interest.

e

KARACHI: View of site after fire eruption incident in a slum due to unknown

reasons, while residents restored their makeshift houses, at Super Highway
road nearby Jamali Bridge.

KIU, Edu dept join forces
to strengthen quality
edu. thru digital platform

GILGIT (Online): Under
the esteemed guidance of
the Chief Secretary and
Vice-Chancellor, the De-
partment of Education and
KIU’s Local Challenge
Fund (LCF) project team,
led by Dr Aftab Ahmed
Khan, have joined forces
to provide cutting-edge
Campus Management
Systems to eight govern-
ment schools in Gigit-
Baltistan.

It said that this signifi-
cant step forward will le-
verage digital tools to im-
prove the teaching and

learning experience for stu-
dents, faculty, and admin-
istrative staff, said a press
release.

“Recognizing the
paramount importance
of equipping students
and educators with the
necessary skills for the
digital age, the collabora-
tion will also entail com-
prehensive training pro-
grams.”

It informed that the
LCF project team will fa-
cilitate training sessions to
ensure a seamless transition
to the new digital platforms.

Caretaker minister
Javed inaugurates
Vs conference

LAHORE (INP): Caretaker
Provincial Health Minister
Dr Javed Akram inaugu-
rated a four-day conference
on ‘Leadership and Man-
agement of Vice Chancel-
lors’ organized by Punjab
Higher Education Commis-
sion at a local hotel on Tues-
day.

Chairman Punjab
Higher Education Commis-
sion Dr. Shahid Munir and
vice chancellors of various
universities attended the
conference. PHEC Chair-
person Prof Dr Shahid
Munir highlighted the ob-
jectives of the Vice Chan-
cellors’ Leadership Confer-
ence. The provincial health
minister said that the qual-

ity of universities could be
further improved by utiliz-
ing administrative skills.

He said the Depart-
ment of Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education was also intro-
ducing a leadership
programme for doctors.
“We are trying to provide
better healthcare facilities to
patients coming to the gov-
ernment hospitals of
Punjab” he added. Chair-
man Punjab Higher Educa-
tion Commission Prof. Dr.
Shahid Munir said the pur-
pose of vice chancellors’
training was to improve the
efficiency of responsibili-
ties and administrative
skills.

8 injured in
fire erupted in

Legnum Tower

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Eight persons including
two children here on Tues-
day were injured due to a
fire in Legnum Tower .
According to details
released by the spokesper-
son Rescue 1122, the inci-
dent took place on the 10th
floor of the tower located
in DHA-2. Fire brigade and
rescue personnel reached
the spot and took part in
rescue operations, the in-
jured have been shifted to
the hospital after first aid.
The injured were identified
as Kashif 29, Tachir
Mehmood 40, Asia bibi 38,
Sarim Mehmood 10, Sana
Mehmood 6, Hammad 20,
Haider Shah 23 and
Zeeshan 18 who received
injuries due to the fire.

Police arrest
24 suspects,
hashish

recovered

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): Dera police have
arrested 24 suspects recov-
ering hashish during search
and strike operations con-
ducted in different areas.

According to a police
spokesman, the operation
was conducted in the area
of Zafarabad Colony,
Gandapur Chowk, Sher
Shah Suri Town, Wanda
Dhawa and adjoining areas
in the limits of Dera Town
police station under the
leadership of SDPO
Muhammad Saleem Baloch
along with SHO Khalid
Javed Lashari.

it would play in addressing
healthcare needs in the re-
gion. The donated medi-
cines from WHO Pakistan
include Artemether, Pri-
maquine, Glucan time injec-
tions (46,500 quantity),
Malaria kits PF/PV, and
other essential medicines.

Considering recent
windstorm incidents in
Banu, DI Khan, Lakki
Marwat, and Karak, result-
ing in injuries and increased
health-related needs.

The WHO also pro-
vided essential medicines
specifically for the affected
patients to the Department

of Health in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
Director General

Health KP, also conveyed
his appreciation for the
support received from
WHO in times of need, par-
ticularly highlighting their
prompt and continuous as-
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sistance during flood re-
sponse efforts.
Additionally, recog-
nizing the cases of leishma-
niasis, Dr. Mahipala do-
nated Glucan time injections
to address the disease.
This contribution fur-
ther demonstrates WHO’s
commitment to combating
illecnesses and promoting
public health in Pakistan.
Dr. Palitha Mahipala also
visited the Lady Reading
Hospital, the largest
healthcare facility in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province.
Inaugurating the Nu-
trition Stabilization Center
(NSC) supported by WHO
Pakistan, Dr. Mahipala
emphasized the critical role
it would play in providing
life-saving treatment and
care to severely acute mal-
nourished (SAM) children
and improving the health of
families in the area.

ACHI: Newly Elected Mayor, Barrister

Murtaza Wahab and Deputy Mayor Salman Abdullah
Murad address to media persons during press con-

ference held.

Wall-chalking, plastic bags
to be completely banned in
Karachi: Mayor Karachi

KARACHI (APP): Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab has said that
Karachi will be made a
‘Clean & Green’ city after
removing wall-chalking and
banning plastic bags in the
city by ensuring strict
implementation of laws.

He said this while pre-
siding over a meeting of de-
partmental heads after
reaching the KMC head of-
fice on Tuesday. He said
that one window operation
will be started to provide
services and other facilities.

On this occasion,
Deputy Mayor Salman
Abdullah Murad said that
we thank the citizens of
Karachi for the trust they
have placed in us.

He said that his first
priority is to stabilize
Karachi Metropolitan Cor-
poration (KMC) finan-
cially while cleaning of
drains is the topmost chal-
lenge at this time, therefore
measures should be taken
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to deal with the rains of the
monsoon season. The citi-
zens will see a change, in
the next hundred days, he
added. On this occasion,
Deputy Mayor Karachi
Salman Abdullah Murad
and Municipal Commis-
sioner KMC Syed Afzal
Zaidi were also present.

Mayor Karachi Bar-
rister Murtaza Wahab re-
ceived a warm welcome on
his arrival at the head office
of KMC with deputy
mayor Salman Abdullah
Murad as the officers and
other employees of KMC
greeted and showered with
rose petals.

Barrister Murtaza
Wahab said that in order to
improve the basic infra-
structure of the city, main-
tenance of roads and provi-
sion of street lights will be
done on a priority basis.
KMC hospitals will be im-
proved so that citizens can
get proper medical facilities
there, he added.

LAHORE: Youngsters jumping and bathing in ca-
nal during hot weather in Provincial Capital.

Regional Head Sukkur
listened complaints against
SPECO, SSGC in Larkana

LARKANA (APP): On the
special directives of Fed-
eral Ombudsman Ejaz
Ahmad Qureshi, Regional
Head Federal Ombudsman
at Sukkur Syed Mehmood
Ali Shah heard complaints
against Sukkur Electric
Supply Company
(SPECO) and Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC) in
Open Court held at the
Provincial Ombudsman’s
Office, Larkana, on Tues-
day.

Revenue Officer
SEPCO Larkana, R.O
SEPCO Kambar-
Shahdadkot, Executive En-
gineer (Rural) SEPCO and
other related officers,
while on behalf of Sui
Southern Gas Company
(SSGC), Deputy Chief
Manager Larkana, other
officers of SSGC Larkana
and petitioners also ap-
peared and presented their
issues against SEPCO and
SSGC including complaints
of over-reading and deduc-

tion.

Regional Head Syed
Mahmood Ali Shah re-
viewed the complaints re-
ceived and 35 complaints
were presented against
SEPCO of which 30 com-
plaints were decided on the
spot. while 04 were sent to
NEPRA and 01 applica-
tions will be decided at the
next hearing.

However, 20 com-
plaints were received
against SSGC and 20 were
reviewed and decided.

Regional Head Syed
Mahmood Ali Shah di-
rected the officials of
SEPCO and SSGC that
their overbilling and de-
tection bills should be
deducted and their prob-
lems and grievance
should be resolved
within 30 days.

He also directed the
SEPCO authorities to take
strict legal action against
the meter readers for over-
reading.



http://www.foxitsoftware.com/shopping

Daily

qoice of Masee

Wednesday June 21, 2023 CnmmEncE_\]Ems

|Page
06

— .

i

Eﬂ---.hn .

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul Haque witnessing con-
tract signing for TDM to IP and Copper wire to Optical Fiber Cable Migration of National Telecommu-
nication Corporation (NTC) Exchanges Phase 2.

Launching of DCTS will boost trade
between UK, Pakistan, Syed Naveed

ISLAMABAD (Online):
In an effort to strengthen
economic ties with Paki-
stan, the United Kingdom
has unveiled a new initia-
tive called the Developing
Countries Trading Scheme
(DCTS), said, Federal Min-
ister for Commerce, Syed
Naveed Qamar.

Qamar praised the
DCTS, which aims to pro-
vide Pakistan and 64 other
countries with improved
trade opportunities through
tariff reductions and simpli-
fied terms of trade.

While announcing the
launch of the DCTS, Syed

Naveed Qamar said, “Paki-
stan will enjoy one of the
most generous sets of trad-
ing preferences offered by
any nation in the world.

The scheme officially
replaced the UK’s
Generalised Scheme of Pref-
erence (GSP) on June 19,
2023.

The current bilateral
trade between Pakistan and
the UK stands at a substan-
tial $4.4 billion, and with the
implementation of the
DCTS, both nations antici-
pate a significant boost in
trade volume and economic
cooperation, highlighted by

Collector Customs says:
Technical glitches in

EFS to be removed

LAHORE (APP): Collec-
tor Customs Lahore Saira
Agha on Tuesday assured
All Pakistan Textile Mills
Association (APTMA) of
removing the glitches in
Export Finance Scheme
(EFS) at the earliest to make
it user friendly to enhance
trading activities and im-
prove the inflows of foreign
exchange in the country.

She was chairing a
workshop jointly orga-
nized by the APTMA and
Collectorate of Customs
here at APTMA North
Zone office. Collector Cus-
toms Sambarial Nayar
Shafiq and Additional Col-
lector Farah Farooq also
accompanied her on the oc-
casion.

Chairman APTMA
North Zone Hamid Zaman,
Senior Vice Chairman
Kamran Arshad and Secre-

tary General Raza Bagqir
welcomed the team. Tech-
nical staff from member
mills also attended the
workshop.

Collector Customs
Lahore said that all steps
were being taken to pro-
mote the EFS, as it was
very close to their hearts.
She said the prime objec-
tive of the Scheme was to
streamline the exports in
order to earn precious for-
eign exchange for the coun-
try.

According to her, the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) would ensure all
measures to make the EFS
user friendly for the export-
ers community.

“The queries raised in
today’s workshop would
help in removing the dis-
crepancies in the scheme,”
she maintained.

KARACHI Res1dents of PECHS Soc1ety Block 2
are holding protest demonstration against prolong
electricity load shedding in their area, outside K-
Electric office in Karachi.

Zong 4G launches IDD
Saudi Arabia Mobil Bundles
for Intl Callers during Hajj

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Zong 4G, the leading tele-
communications operator
in Pakistan, has introduced
arange of International Di-
rect Dialing (IDD) Saudi
Arabia Mobily Bundles,
empowering international
callers during the sacred
journey of Hajj.

Understanding the sig-
nificance of staying con-
nected with loved ones
while embarking on this
spiritual pilgrimage, Zong
4G offers affordable IDD
bundles exclusively for
calls to Saudi Arabia on the
Mobily network said a
news release issued here on
Tuesday.

These bundles ensure
seamless connectivity for

QUETTA Veno sells fruits to earn his livelihood
for support his family, at a roadside located on
Anscomb road in Quetta.

individuals throughout the
Hajj season and beyond.

Zong 4G recognizes
the need for reliable and
cost-effective communica-
tion, especially during im-
portant events like Hajj.
The IDD Saudi Arabia
Mobily Bundles enable
customers to effortlessly
connect with their families
and friends, sharing pre-
cious moments and seeking
blessings from afar.

One of the standout
features of Zong 4G’s of-
fering is its competitive
rates. Customers can enjoy
the most attractive rates
available in the market, en-
suring cost-effective com-
munication with their loved
ones in Saudi Arabia.

IT Ministry showcases
remarkable performance in
past five years: Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation Technology and
Telecommunication, Syed
Amin-ul- Haque on Tues-
day said that the Ministry
of IT has showcased re-
markable performance in
the past five years, with the
initiation of several projects
and the continuous
progress of the department,
which has brought signifi-
cant benefits to the nation.

During this period,
various institutions under
the ministry successfully
implemented ICT projects
of vital importance to pub-
lic welfare and the
country’s development,
providing digital services to
more than 50 million indi-
viduals nationwide he said
while addressing a cer-
emony at the National Tele-
communication Corpora-
tion (NTC).

The minister also
spoke about the migration
of NTC’s exchanges to IP
(Internet Protocol) from
TDM (Time Division
Multiplexing) and copper
wires to optical fiber
cables.

The contract signing
ceremony for this transition
took place and was attended
by NTC’s Director Pro-
curement Kashif Nawaaz,
and Redtone’s Syed Ahsan
Abbas, along with NTC’s
Managing Director, Muraaj

Gul.

Syed Aminul Haque
said that the Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication is
now embarking on another
revolutionary project under
the NTC.

According to the
project, the exchanges of
NTC will be converted to
IP (Internet Protocol) and
optical fiber cables from
TDM (Time Division
Multiplexing) and copper
wires in 26 major cities
across Pakistan, including
Karachi, Hyderabad,
Sukkur, Larkana, Dadu, and
Shikarpur, as well as other
cities in Punjab,
Balochistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The minister further
added that this migration
will make NTC networks
more active, secure, and
faster than before. It will
significantly reduce com-
plaints and technical issues
while also minimizing op-
erational expenses.

Government institu-
tions and departments, he
said, will be provided with
the best services and band-
width in information and
communication technology,
along with data services.

Syed Aminul Haque
mentioned that the project
will cost more than Rs. 2
billion and is expected to be
completed within a year.

NTC will bear the entire
cost of the project, with-
out any financial burden on
the national exchequer.

He highlighted a pre-
vious project where 147
exchanges across the coun-
try were converted to IP
and optical fiber cables from
TDM (Time Division
Multiplexing) and copper
wires, with a cost of Rs 1.65
billion from May 2018 to
June 2020. The project has
been successfully com-
pleted, and the related ex-
changes are functioning ef-
ficiently.

He expressed his sat-
isfaction with the excellent
performance of NTC over
the past five years, which
has resulted in continuous
benefits.

He emphasized that
while upgrading its infra-
structure to meet modern
demands, NTC is also
working for the welfare and
well-being of its employees.

The minister men-
tioned a few noteworthy
projects, such as the estab-
lishment of Disaster Recov-
ery Centers in Lahore and
Islamabad with a cost of
Rs. 600 million from June
2019 to September 2021, as
well as the expansion of data
centers in Islamabad and
Lahore to meet growing de-
mands with a cost of Rs.
647 million from March
2021 to June 2023.

HYDERABAD Benanr Income Support Programme (BISP) beneﬁclarles
standing in a queue to get the cash money from BISP center at Latifabad.

Swedish Embassy launches
report titled “Rebuild for
a resilient Pakistan”

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Embassy of Sweden in
Pakistan in partnership
with Business Sweden - the
Swedish Trade & Invest
Council hosted a report
launch event: “Rebuild for
a resilient Pakistan”. The
report discusses how Team
Sweden can provide sup-
port in four main categories:
capacity building; energy
transition; community in-
frastructure, transport &
housing; and lastly, areas
around hazard monitoring,
forecasting and prediction

for a more proactive Paki-
stan.

Henrik Persson, Am-
bassador of Sweden to Pa-
kistan, welcomed the
guests and said “Sweden is
committed to support the
people and government of
Pakistan as they continue
to recover from the wide-
spread devastation caused
by the country’s worst
floods in recent history.
Rebuilding basic infrastruc-
ture is of high priority where
Sweden has the opportu-
nity to contribute with sig-

nificant sustainable solu-
tions in a number of vital
areas. The report paints a
picture of a private sector
that is eager to help and that
sees opportunities coming
out of a difficult situation,
with a shared vision of co-
operating to create the right
conditions for growth and
prosperity in Pakistan for
the future.” Speaking at the
occasion, Emil Akander,
Vice President South and
Southeast Asia Business
Sweden said “Sweden is a
powerhouse of innovation.

Roundtable Conference on Pak options for economic turnaround

LAHORE (APP): The cur-
rent economic situation is
difficult and demands a
concrete planning to start
an upward growth trajec-
tory. These views were ex-
pressed by the experts
while speaking at a
Roundtable Conference on
Pakistan’s Options for Eco-
nomic Turnaround here at
Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry. LCCI
President Kashif Anwar,
Vice President Adnan
Khalid Butt, Head of Eco-
nomic Department, LUMS
Dr. Syed Ali Hasnain and
Chairman Economic Affairs
Committee of Jamaat-e-
Islami Asif Lugman Qazi
spoke on the occasion.

LCCI President
Kashif Anwar said that the
country is currently facing
serious economic challenges
which demands immediate
Charter of Economy by the
political parties.

LCCI President also
emphasized on political
stability, economic restruc-

turing, tax on agriculture,
agricultural  reforms,
privatization of State
Owned Enterprises, self
reliance, expert opinion,
mines and mineral policy,
ease of doing business, ad-
ministrative measures, ex-
pansion of tax base, human
capital development, reduc-
tion in expenditures, Islamic
system and increase in pro-
ductivity.

He said that recently,
the federal government has
presented the Finance Bill
2023-24. There is an urgent
need to look at the current
situation of the economic
problems being faced by
the country with a compre-
hensive approach apart
from the budget because the
country cannot afford any
more economic depression.

He said that until the
problems of the local indus-
try are not resolved, the
economy could not grow.
He said that industries have
to import a lot of raw ma-
terials, essential compo-

nents and various machin-
ery which are not available
in the country, on which
they have to pay regulatory
duties, customs duties and
additional customs duties,
which need to be eliminated.
Besides reducing the rate of
withholding tax for busi-
nesses, the issues of pend-
ing refunds and multiple
audits should be resolved.

The LCCI President
said that currently taxpay-
ers have to undergo mul-
tiple audits of income tax
and sales tax. “We appeal
that the number of these
audits should be reduced.
Apart from this, taxpayers
have to bear all the audits,
penalties, surcharges, bank
attachments, inquiries,
statements, returns, with-
holding of registered per-
sons, penalty for late filing
of statements/income tax
returns and many other is-
sues,” he maintained. Pen-
alties and surcharges should
be immediately reduced for
taxpayers.

Kashif Anwar said
that the promotion of in-
dustrialization in the coun-
try is almost impossible
without reducing the cost
of doing business. The in-
dustries are facing problems
like high policy rate in his-
tory which has reached 21
percent, inflation rate is 38
percent, high energy cost,
devaluation of rupee. In this
situation, it has become
more difficult for the ex-
porters to compete in for-
eign markets. There is aneed
to work on an emergency
basis in this regard as well.

He appreciated the
government’s initiative to
issue SRO to promote bar-
ter trade with Iran, Af-
ghanistan and Russia. “We
request that the implemen-
tation of this SRO should
be ensured so that the pres-
sure on domestic currency
can be reduced due to short-
age of dollars.”

He said that the the
government also needs to
attract private investment

to build new dams and res-
ervoirs. “We should also
expand the solar energy
network as we still get less
than five percent of our en-
ergy needs from it. Pakistan
has to import more than US
$ 20 billion worth of crude
oil to meet its needs.”

He said that the out-
standing debts & liabilities
of Public Sector Enter-
prises have reached Rs
2141 billion in March 2023,
which is a huge burden on
the country’s economy. A
clear plan for reduction
should be drawn up.

Kashif Anwar said
that inconsistency in eco-
nomic policies has a big role
in the economic crisis in the
country. He said that
Lahore Chamber has in-
formed the leaders of almost
all the major political par-
ties of Pakistan through let-
ters in view of the economic
situation of the country
that they have to correct the
current economic situation
of the country.

Minister Qamar.

It is projected that
Pakistan will save approxi-
mately $120 million in ex-
port tariffs under the
DCTS, which will facilitate
greater competitiveness for
Pakistani exporters in the
UK market.

This development is
seen as a positive step to-
wards strengthening the
economic partnership
between the two coun-
tries.

Syed Naveed Qamar
said, under the DCTS, an
impressive 94% of goods
exported from Pakistan will

upportmg
urs in Embroidery

Business Through

Property,
and.Commercialization

tistan

be eligible for duty-free ac-
cess to the UK.

This measure is ex-
pected to encourage the ex-
pansion of various sectors
within the Pakistani
economy, including textiles,
agriculture, and manufactur-
ing, Minister Qamar’s re-
marked.

Furthermore, Minis-
ter Qamar acknowledged
that Pakistan’s “Enhanced
Preferences” status has
been retained, providing
the country with added
advantages in terms of
trade incentives and mar-
ket access.

MULTAN: DGIPO Pakistan, Shazia Adnan addressing during a ceremony
on Supporting Women Entrepreneurs in Embroidery and Related Carfts
Business through IP, Branding, and Commercialization Strategies orga-
nized by the Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan.

Rupee gains 04
paisas against
US Dollar in

interbank

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistani Rupee on Tuesday
gained 04 paisas against the
US Dollar (USD) in the in-
terbank trading as it closed
at Rs 287.21 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs 287.25.

However, according to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood at
Rs 290.5 and Rs 293 re-
spectively.

The price of the Euro
went up by Rs 0.7 to close
at Rs 313.98 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 313.91,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

Gold prices
decline by
Rs.200 to
Rs220,500

per tola

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs.200 and was sold at
Rs.220,500 on Tuesday
against its sale at Rs.
220,700 the previous day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also de-
creased by Rs.171 to
Rs189,043 from Rs.
189,214 whereas the price
of 10 grams 22 karat gold
went down to Rs.173,290
fromRs. 173,447, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers Associa-
tion reported.

PSX gains
31 points

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The 100-index of the Paki-
stan Stock Exchange (PSX)
gained 31.81 points on
Tuesday, a slight positive
change of 0.08 per cent,
closing at 40,653.03 points
against40,621.22 points the
previous day. A total of
124,856,236 shares were
traded during the day as
compared to 179,780,375
shares the previous day,
whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs.4.031 billion
against Rs. 5.624 billion on
the last trading day. As
many as 311 companies
transacted their shares in
the stock market; 106 of
them recorded gains and
179 sustained losses,
whereas the share price of
26 companies remained un-
changed. The three top-
trading companies were K-
Electric Ltd with 9,921,992
shares at Rs.1.59 per share.
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OGRA takes swift
action against violations
in LPG industry

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ina
proactive move to ensure
compliance with safety
standards and regulations in
the Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPQ) industry, the
Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA) En-
forcement Department, un-
der the instructions of
Chairman Masroor Khan,
conducted inspections on a
number of LPG plants in
collaboration with the local
authority.

During the inspec-
tions, a concerning discov-
ery was made at one par-
ticular LPG plant, which
was found to be in viola-
tion of OGRA guidelines
and compromising safety
measures, said a news re-
lease on Tuesday.

The inspection re-
vealed that the LPG plant,
whose licensee is respon-
sible for adhering to
OGRA’s stringent guide-
lines, was engaged in the fill-
ing of gas in sub-standard
cylinders, blatantly disre-
garding safety protocols
that are in place to protect
the public and ensure the

safe handling of LPG. Fur-
thermore, it was discovered
that cylinders belonging to
other reputable companies,
including PSO, were being
illegally filled at this plant,
posing a serious risk to con-
sumers.

Immediately upon un-
covering these violations,
the plant in question was
promptly sealed by OGRA
to prevent any further non-
compliant activities and to
protect the welfare of the
public. The OGRA has ini-
tiated legal proceedings
against the licensee of the
plant, ensuring that the re-
sponsible party will be
held accountable for their
actions. A spokesman for
OGRA, Imran Ghaznavi
emphasized the importance
of maintaining the highest
standards of safety and
compliance within the LPG
industry.

He said, “OGRA re-
mains committed to safe-
guarding the interests of
consumers and ensuring
their well-being. We will not
tolerate any compromise
on safety standards.

Chinese car maker to
continue production
despite challenges

BEIJING (APP): Vice
President of Great Wall
Motors Shi Qingke said that
his company encountered
car parts shortages, similar
to most of other automo-
tive companies. However,
the problem has been con-
siderably mitigated, and
there is no issue with the
supply chain.

“Starting this year,
Pakistan has encountered
challenges in the automo-
tive industry. Many im-
port-dependent industries
and manufacturing sectors
are grappling with pro-
duction shutdowns and
halts,” explained the vice
president of Great Wall
Motors.

Last year on Septem-
ber 1st, in an event held in
Lahore, Great Wall Motors
(GWM)’s first factory in
Pakistan officially com-
menced production, with
an annual production ca-
pacity of 20,000 units.
Adding to the excitement,
on November 17, the
GWM Haval H6 HEV
made its official debut in
Lahore.

This

news sent

shockwaves through the
industry as it signifies sev-
eral groundbreaking
achievements, notably be-
ing the “first locally as-
sembled new energy hybrid
model” in Pakistan.

“Great Wall Motors is
the first brand to achieve
local assembly of hybrid
vehicles in Pakistan, sur-
passing even Japanese
brands, which have been
deeply rooted in Pakistan
for over 30 years,” Shi
shared.

He further stated,
“Moving forward, GWM
will progressively introduce
plug-in hybrids and fully
electric models, bringing the
latest in new energy tech-
nology to Pakistan and fa-
cilitating the country’s tran-
sition from traditional fuel-
powered vehicles to new
energy vehicles.”

Since the implantation
of'the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, Pakistan,
with its immense market
potential and economic vi-
tality driven by a popula-
tion of 220 million, has at-
tracted the attention of nu-
merous foreign investors.

LAHORE: Vendors displaying the sacrificial animals to 'attract the custom-
ers at Johar Town in connection with upcomming Eidul Azha.
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Germany prods China on
Ukraine war as leaders pledge
to work together on climate

Monitoring Desk
BERLIN: Germany’s chan-
cellor pressed China to lean
harder on Russia over its
war in Ukraine on Tuesday,
while leaders from both
countries pledged to work
together to combat climate
change as two of the
world’s biggest carbon di-
oxide emitters.

Chancellor  Olaf
Scholz and about half ofhis
Cabinet hosted a delegation
led by Chinese Premier Li
Qiang, making his first for-
eign trip since becoming
China’s No. 2 official in
March, as the two nations
held high-level government
consultations for the sev-
enth time.

The meeting in Berlin
comes a day after Chinese
President Xi Jinping met
with U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, indicating
an effort by Beijing to reach
out to the West and im-

."}. I

prove frosty relations.

Germany is keen to
maintain good ties with
China, its biggest trading
partner, despite wariness
over Beijing’s growing
assertiveness and refusal to
criticize the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine. Germany’s
recently published national
security strategy describes
China as “a partner, com-
petitor and systemic rival.”

Scholz prodded the
Chinese delegation to do
more to persuade Russia to
end the war in Ukraine.

“I appealed again to
the Chinese government to
exert its influence even
more strongly on Russia in
this war,” he said, standing
alongside Li. “As a perma-
nent member of the U.N.
Security Council, China
carries a very special duty
here.”

“It is important that
China continues not to de-

liver weapons to the aggres-
sor, Russia,” Scholz said,
adding that he is “thankful”
that China continues to make
clear there must be no threat
to use nuclear weapons.

Li didn’t respond di-
rectly or mention Ukraine
in his statement. The two
leaders took no questions.

Germany and China
agreed at Tuesday’s meet-
ing to set up a “climate and
transformation dialogue.”
Scholz pointed to extreme
weather events such as
droughts in China and
floods in Germany to illus-
trate the importance of ac-
tion.

In their agreement, the
two sides pledged to work
on achieving “practical re-
sults in the field of green
and low-carbon develop-
ment” that include combat-
ing emissions in the indus-
try, energy and transport
sectors.

i

Tunisian President Kais Saied welcomes French Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin and German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser to the presidential
palace in Carthage, Tunisia.

If grain deal ends, UN
pledge on Russian
exports ‘will go on’

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russian
deputy foreign minister
said on Monday that even
ifa deal allowing shipments
of Ukrainian grain via the
Black Sea ends, Russia’s
agreement with the United
Nations to ease its own ex-
ports will stay in force,
state news agency RIA re-
ported on Monday.

Moscow has repeat-
edly said it sees little chance
ofagreeing an extension of
the Black Sea Grain Initia-
tive beyond July 18, be-
cause it says Western sanc-
tions are thwarting its own
UN-backed attempts to ex-
port both grain and
fertiliser.

Asked by RIA if the
collapse of the grain deal
would invalidate its memo-
randum with the UN,
Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Gru-shko said:

“No, it will not.” After in-
vading leading grain ex-
porter Ukraine last year,
Russia blockaded its Black
Sea ports, contributing to a
global surge in food prices.

To help persuade
Russia to allow grain ships
safe passage under the
Black Sea initiative last
July, a separate three-year
agreement was also struck
in which the UN agreed to
help Russia with its food
and fertiliser exports. But
Moscow has repeatedly
complained that Western
sanctions imposed in re-
sponse to the invasion con-
tinue to create financial, lo-
gistical and insurance ob-
stacles to its shipments.

Kyiv on Monday ac-
cused Hungary of barring
access to eleven Ukrainian
prisoners of war that Rus-
sia handed over to the EU
country.

UN official praises Kenya’s
refugee integration
program, says $200 million
pledged, more needed

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: The top U.N.
official for refugees praised
Kenya’s plans Tuesday for
an integration program that
would aim to make refugees
self-sufficient, as he met
with the Kenyan president
on World Refugee Day.

Kenya hosts more
than 600,000 refugees,
hailing from 23 countries,
including neighboring So-
malia, South Sudan and
Ethiopia. The majority
live in Dadaab and
Kakuma camps, north of
the country. The camps
are overcrowded and ba-
sic services are over-
stretched.

The U.N. High Com-
missioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi, who met
with Kenya’s President
William Ruto on Tuesday,
told The Associated Press
that Kenya’s planned in-
tegration program was a
more sustainable ap-
proach as opposed to the
current camp system that

heavily relies on aid. He
said that $200 million was
pledged to the program
and more was needed.
However, no clear timeline
for its kick-off.

Grandi added that a
model of the integration
program was set up in
Turkana County a few
years ago and that the refu-
gee community is already
reaping the benefits.

He praised the
Kenyan government, which
he said was able with U.N.
support to help refugees
move from “temporary
places where people live on
assistance, on aid” to a
“self-sustaining settlement,
well-integrated in the local
community.”

Kenya’s Prime Cabi-
net Secretary Musalia
Mudavadi, who attended
the event, said that through
promoting “the socio-eco-
nomic inclusion of refugees,
we are collectively prepar-
ing them” for voluntary re-
turn to their countries.

France to shut
down climate
NGO after

protest violence

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: French authorities
are expected shortly to is-
sue a decree shutting down
a climate activist group af-
ter demonstrators clashed
with police over a contro-
versial irrigation project
that left one man in a coma.

Government spokes-
man Olivier Veran accused
the Uprisings of the Earth
(SLT) coalition of encour-
aging the violence at the
March protests near Sainte-
Soline in western France,
where authorities said
around 30 officers were
also injured.

“You don’t dissolve an
association because of its
ideas. You dissolve it be-
cause there is violence or a
risk for public safety,” Veran
told CNews television. SLT
had vowed to fight the
shutdown order, saying on
its website: “You cannot
dissolve a movement. You
cannot dissolve a revolt.”

Romanian
prosecutors
send Andrew
Tate to trial
for human
trafficking

Monitoring Desk
BUCHAREST: Romanian
prosecutors sent social me-
dia influencer Andrew Tate,
his brother Tristan and two
other suspects to trial on
Tuesday on charges of hu-
man trafficking, rape and
forming a criminal gang to
sexually exploit women.

The Tate brothers and
two Romanian female sus-
pects are under house ar-
rest pending a criminal in-
vestigation into abuses
committed against seven
women - accusations they
have denied.

The brothers, former
kickboxers who have U.S.
and British nationality, are
the highest profile suspects
to be sent to trial for hu-
man trafficking in Romania.

Tate has millions of
online fans, mostly young
men, who follow his pro-
motion of an ultra-mascu-
line, luxurious lifestyle.
Critics accuse him of mi-

sogyny.

Evacuees from Sudan wait upon arrival at Baghdad International Airport.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz and Chinese Premier Li Qiang, brief the
media following government consultations of the both countries at the chan-
cellery in Berlin, Germany.

Kremlin says after Xi-Blinken talks
it’s confident in China-Russia ties

Monitoring Desk
MOSCOW: Russia is not
worried about potential
U.S. attempts to influence
China’s policy towards
Moscow, the Kremlin said
on Tuesday, commenting
on U.S. Secretary of State
Anthony Blinken’s visit to
Beijing where he held talks
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping.

During a rare visit to
Beijing by Blinken, China
and the United States
agreed on Monday to
stabilise their intense ri-
valry so it did not veer into
conflict, but failed to pro-
duce any major break-
through. Blinken said how-
ever that he had asked the

Chinese government to be
very vigilant about the pos-
sibility that Chinese firms
may be providing Russia
with technology that it
could use in its war in
Ukraine, something Mos-
cow calls a “special mili-
tary operation.”

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said that
Beijing had the sovereign
right to forge ties with other
countries and that the pro-
cess of trying to build pre-
dictable relations between
China and the United
States was an important
one. Russia did not think
there was a risk of U.S.-
China talks causing prob-
lems for Moscow, he said.

“Our strategic part-
nership relationship with
China make us confident
that (Beijing’s) develop-
ment of relations with other
countries will never be
aimed against our country,”
Peskov said.

Hit with sanctions by
the United States and the
European Union over
Ukraine, Russia has sought
in Beijing a market for its
energy exports and a part-
nership in a global anti-
Western axis that would
challenge the existing
world order. Xi visited
Russia in March, pledging
friendship, but maintaining
an “impartial position” on
the Ukraine conflict.

West Bank toll rises
with deaths of two
Palestinians

Monitoring Desk
WEST BANK: A Palestin-
ian died on Tuesday from
gunshot wounds sustained
in an earlier Israeli raid, the
Palestinian health ministry
said after announcing an-
other man was killed else-
where in the occupied West
Bank.

Amjad Aref Jaas
“died from critical
wounds to the abdomen
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sustained from live occu-
pation (Israeli) fire” in
the northern West Bank
city of Jenin, a ministry
statement said.

The 48-year-old’s
death raises to six the num-
ber of Palestinians killed in
Monday’s hours-long raid
by Israeli troops, which
wounded more than 90 Pal-
estinians according to
health officials.
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UN chief urges
Israel to halt,
reverse settlement

decisions

Monitoring Desk
UNITED NATIONS: U.N.
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres on Monday urged
Israel to halt and reverse
what he described as trou-
bling and alarming decisions
on settlement activity in the
occupied West Bank, a
U.N. spokesperson said.

“The Secretary-Gen-
eral reiterates that settle-
ments are a flagrant viola-
tion of international law.

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi speaks dur-
ing a press conference accompanied by Governor of Garissa County Nathif
Jama Adam and Principal Secretary for Immigration and Citizens Services
Julius Bitok in Nairobi, Kenya on the occasion of World Refugee Day.

Modi says criticism of
India’s stance on Russia
not widespread in US

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
said that India’s stance on
Russia in the Ukraine con-
flict has not faced wide-
spread criticism in the
United States. Asked in an
interview with the Wall
Street Journal about critical
comments in the US for not
taking a more forceful stance
against Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, Modi said: “I don’t
think this type of percep-
tion is widespread in the
Us.””

“I think India’s posi-
tion is well known and well
understood in the entire
world. The world has full

confidence that India’s top-
most priority is peace,” he
said. Modi left on Tuesday
on a state visit to the US
billed as a turning point for
bilateral relations, with
deeper cooperation in de-
fence and high technology in
focus. New Delhi has re-
fused to condemn its old ally
Russia for the war in
Ukraine and has increased
its trade with Moscow to
record levels, driven largely
by imports of Russian oil.
US President Joe Biden has
been eager to strengthen re-
lations with India as part of
his bid to win what he has
framed as a contest between
free and autocratic societies.

Europe is fastest warming

continent,

Monitoring Desk
GENEVA: Europe is now
the fastest warming conti-
nent on the planet, with the
temperature having risen by
about twice the global av-
erage since the 1980s, ac-
cording to a joint report by
the World Meteorological
Organisation and the Euro-
pean Union.

Europe’s summer last
year was the hottest on
record and caused thou-
sands of deaths, scientists
confirmed, while warning
that such events could be-
come more routine.

The report on the state
of climate said heat waves
led to some 16,000 excess
deaths last year in Europe,
said the report, which was
published on Monday.

“Unfortunately, this
cannot be considered a one-

says study

off occurrence or an oddity
of the climate,” said Dr
Carlo Buontempo, Direc-
tor, Copernicus Climate
Change Service.

“Our current under-
standing of the climate sys-
tem and its evolution in-
forms us that these kinds
of events are part of a pat-
tern that will make heat
stress extremes more fre-
quent and more intense
across the region,” he said.

Scientists have warned
ofrecord high temperatures
ahead across the world as
excess warming from cli-
mate change mixes with a
tip towards El Nino.

The reason Europe is
warming faster than other
continents has to do with
the fact that a large part of
the continent is in the sub-
Arctic and Arctic.

Trump’s
lawyers ordered
not to release

documents

Monitoring Desk
TALLAHASSEE: A US
judge in Florida on Mon-
day ordered defence law-
yers for former President
Donald Trump not to re-
lease evide-nce in the clas-
sified documents case to the
media or the public, accord-
ing to a court filing.

The order from US
Magistrate Judge Bruce
Reinhart also put strict con-
ditions on Trump’s access
to the materials. “The Dis-
covery materials, along
with any information de-
rived therefrom, shall not
be disclosed to the public
or the news media, or dis-
seminated on any news or
social media platform.

Paris air show:
India centre
stage as another
big jet deal lands

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India domi-
nated the Paris Airshow for
a second day on Tuesday,
as Air India finalised a huge
order for 470 planes from
Airbus and Boeing. The
agreement, when sketched
out in February, was the
largest-ever plane deal by
the number of aircraft. But
it was surpassed on day
one of the Paris show by
Indian rival IndiGo’s order
for 500 Airbus narrowbody
jets. Finalising the deal puts
it in the aerospace
industry’s order backlogs as
firm orders. Until now, it
was only a preliminary
deal. Efforts by Indian air-
lines to keep pace with the
world’s fastest-growing
aviation market.

Turkish drone strike Kkills

2 Kurdish local officials

and their driver in north
Syria, officials say

Monitoring Desk
BEIRUT: A Turkish drone
attack killed two Kurdish
local officials and their
driver in northeast Syria on
Tuesday in the latest such
strike in the war-torn coun-
try, officials said, as talks
on Syria’s conflict began in
Kazakhstan. The Kurdish-
led authority in northeast
Syria said Tuesday’s strike
hit a car near the town of
Qamishli, killing the co-
chairperson of the town’s
council, Yusra Darwish,
and her deputy, Liman
Shweish, as well as their
driver. An additional local
officials was wounded in
the attack.

The attack is the latest

in a series of such strikes by
Turkey’s military that has
been targeting Kurdish offi-
cials and fighters in north-
cast Syria for months. Tur-
key says the main Syrian
Kurdish militia is allied to
the outlawed Kurdish
group, the Kurdistan Work-
ers’ Party, PKK, has led an
insurgency against Turkey
since 1984, which has killed
tens of thousands of people.
The authority said in a
statement that the four
were visiting institutions
run by the Kurdish-led Au-
tonomous Administration
of North and East Syria
when they came under
drone attack while on the
road outside Qamishli.

Australians say they
would support Taiwan
if China attacked

Monitoring Desk
SYDNEY: Australians
would support responding
to a Chinese attack on Tai-
wan with economic sanc-
tions, arms supplies or us-
ing the navy to prevent a
blockade, but don’t sup-
port sending troops, an
opinion poll to be released
Wednesday finds.
Canberra says it is opposed
to any unilateral attempt to
change the status quo in
Taiwan, while the United
States has long stuck to a
policy of “strategic ambi-
guity” over whether it
would respond militarily to
an attack on the island,
which Beijing has refused
to rule out.

Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese told Asia’s
top security meeting in
June that Australia sup-
ports dialogue between the
United States and China
because a conflict in the
Taiwan Strait would be
“devastating for the
world”.

The annual Lowy In-
stitute poll of public atti-
tudes to the world found
82% of those surveyed

supported the security al-
liance with the U.S., al-
though three-quarters also
think that means Australia
would be drawn into the
war in Asia.

The prospect of a mili-
tary conflict between the
United States and China
over Taiwan was seen as a
“critical threat” by 64% of
Australians surveyed, wor-
rying twice as many people
as two years ago. The top
threat cited, by 68% per-
cent of respondents, was
cyber attacks from other
countries.

Ryan Neelam, director
of public opinion at the for-
eign policy think tank, said
the poll showed Austra-
lians are “cautious about
conflict”, but willing to sup-
port Taiwan without be-
coming a ground combatant.

“When it comes to a
specific scenario where Tai-
wan is under military threat
and the U.S. is engaged,
Australians feel quite for-
ward-leaning about taking
action to support Taiwan
when it comes to accepting
refugees, imposing sanc-
tions on Beijing.

Islamic State affiliate
expanding reach in DR
Congo, UN experts say

Monitoring Desk
KINSHASA: A Ugandan
armed group that killed
dozens of school children
last week is expanding its
operations in Democratic
Republic of Congo with
funding from Islamic State,
a United Nations group of
experts said on Tuesday.

The Allied Democratic
Forces (ADF) started as an
uprising in Uganda but has
been based in neighbouring
Congo since the late 1990s.
It pledged allegiance to Is-
lamic State in 2019.

The ADF killed at
least 37 people in an attack
on a school in western
Uganda near the Congolese
border on Friday night.

Despite a joint opera-
tion against it by the Con-
golese and Ugandan armies,
the ADF has sent scouts
and fighters to plan attacks
hundreds of kilometres be-
yond its normal area of op-
erations in eastern Congo,
the experts said in a report
to the U.N. Security Coun-

cil. “In North Kivu, Opera-
tion Shuja had an impact on
the sanctioned armed
group. Nonetheless, ADF
pursued expansion beyond
North Kivu and Ituri prov-
inces and continued to con-
duct deadly attacks on ci-
vilians,” the report said.

The ADF has in-
creased its activity in South
Kivu province in recent
months and sought to re-
cruit and conduct attacks in
capital Kinshasa and in
Haut-Uele province, it said.

“It should be noted
that (their) objective is to
carry out acts of terror that
make big publicity,”
Congo’s  government
spokesperson  Patrick
Muyaya told a press brief-
ing on Monday.

He said the army was
making progress against the
ADF through its joint op-
erations with Uganda, par-
ticularly in the group’s
strongholds where it has
destroyed training centres
and other sites.

UNICEF warns of
food shortages at
overcrowded Haiti camp

Monitoring Desk
PORT-AU-PRINCE: Hai-
tian children face a severe
lack of food, medical sup-
port and education, the
head of the United Nation’s
children’s agency UNICEF
said in the capital Port-au-
Prince on Monday, hours
after heavy shooting rang
out near a packed camp of
displaced persons.

Heavily armed gangs
have expanded their turfand
now control communities
accounting for some two
million people, according to
U.N. estimates, mostly
women and children living
amid frequent extra-judicial
killings and sexual violence.

This has fueled a hu-
manitarian crisis the agency
believes has internally dis-
placed over 165,000
people, while driving many
to attempt a dangerous es-
cape by boat.

“Children are mal-
nourished, they need help
and the world needs to pay
attention,” UNICEF Execu-
tive Director Catherine
Russell said in an interview
after visiting the New
Church of God of Deliver-
ance camp, which now har-
bors 120 families from hard-

hit neighborhoods, includ-
ing 239 children.

The children desper-
ately need healthcare like
immunizations, and school-
ing, she added: “Adults
need to stop fighting and
take care of children.”

“We hope we won’t be
hosting any more kids be-
cause there is no more room,”
said Stephanie Pierre, who
manages the crowded camp
that serves as a mobile clinic
distributing sanitation Kkits
and information about chol-
era. Atameeting on Haiti last
week, Russell said UNICEF
has documented an unprec-
edented 30% increase in Hai-
tian children suffering from
severe wasting from last year,
making them far more vulner-
able to dying from cholera,
which reemerged in October.

The agency estimates
over 100,000 children are at
immediate risk of starving to
death, out of total estimated
population of around 12 mil-
lion. “The time for action is
long overdue,” said Russell
ahead of a July summit of
European, Caribbean and
Latin American states she de-
scribed as an opportunity for
the world “to rally around
Haiti with investments.
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President stresses economic
diplomacy to boost trade

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Tuesday underscored the
need to focus on economic
and trade diplomacy to en-
hance the country’s ex-
ports.

He added that increas-
ing exports and foreign in-
vestment could help Paki-
stan overcome its economic
challenges.

The President ex-
pressed these views while
talking to Pakistan’s Am-
bassador-designate to Den-
mark and High-Commis-
sioner-designate to
Rwanda, who separately
called on him, here at the
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Talking to Ambassa-
dor-designate to Denmark,
Shoaib Sarwar, the Presi-
dent urged him to especially
focus on economic diplo-
macy initiatives to boost
the country’s exports.

He highlighted that the
dairy and agriculture sector

were important areas where
Danish companies could be
invited to invest in Pakistan.

He said that Informa-
tion Technology was also
another important area for
enhanced cooperation
where Pakistan’s tech com-
panies could offer services
and solutions to Danish
companies.

He also asked the
newly-appointed envoy to
work towards inviting more
wind power companies
from Denmark to invest in
Pakistan’s energy sector,
besides further expanding
collaborations in the renew-
able energy sector.

He expressed the
hope that recent exchanges
at the ministerial level
would further strengthen
the mutually beneficial ties
between the two countries.

Talking to Pakistan’s
High Commissioner-desig-
nate to Rwanda, Naeem
Ullah Khan, the President

highlighted that Pakistan
attached great importance
to its bilateral ties with
Rwanda and both countries
enjoyed cordial relations.

He stated that there
was great potential for co-
operation in agriculture,
food security and human
resource development,
which should be fully
tapped. He asked the en-
voy to further improve
trade and commercial rela-
tions by facilitating import-
ers and exporters, besides
reaching out to Rwandan
businessmen to explore the
Pakistani market.

The president also
urged the envoys to high-
light the atrocities and hu-
man rights violations being
committed by India in the
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) as well as perse-
cution of minorities, par-
ticularly Muslims and
Christians.
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Mushahid says

Strengthening Iran
ties key to Border &
Energy Security

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Defence, chaired
by Senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed, convened a
meeting today to address
important issues pertaining
to national security and the
well-being of the citizens.
Senators Walid Iqbal,
Hidayat Ullah, Mushtaq
Ahmad Khan, Dr Zarqa
Suharwardy Taimur, Engr
Rukhsana Zuberi,
Palwasha Mohammad Zai
Khan and Mover; ex-Sena-
tor Muhammad Zahid
Khan attended the meeting.
Secretary Ministry of De-
fence Lt Gen (Retd)
Hamood Uz Zaman
HI(M), Additional Secre-
tary Ministry of Defence,
Major General Khurram
and DG, Military Lands &
Cantonments, Major Gen-
eral Tariq, and CEO
Rawalpindi Cantonment,
also participated.

The meeting com-
menced with Fateha offered
for the souls who lost their
lives in the Greece boat trag-

edy. The Committee ex-
tended their heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved
families and expressed soli-
darity with them during
this difficult time.

The meeting dis-
cussed in detail the unau-
thorized commercial activi-
ties in Westridge,
Rawalpindi Cantt. The Di-
rector General Military
Lands and Cantonments
(ML&C) delivered a de-
tailed presentation, high-
lighting the steps taken to
address the issue. He in-
formed the committee that
the department has been
actively combating illegal
activities and commercial-
ization. However, due to a
Supreme Court order issued
on 5th January 2022, the
ML&C has been restrained
from taking action against
school premises. The DG
ML&C assured the com-
mittee that once the Can-
tonment Board (Amend-
ment) Act 2023 is passed
by the Parliament, stringent
measures.

QUETTA: Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) Leader, Nasrullah Khan Zayrai ad-
dresses to media persons during press conference,
at Quetta press club.

Violent incident in Quetta
provokes transportation
Union’s outrage

By Nasir Shahwani
QUETTA: Haji Malik Shah
Jamaldini, President of the
All Quetta Transport
Union, and Haji Abdul
Malik Mohammad
Hassani, General Secretary,
jointly expressed their con-
cerns in a statement regard-
ing the recent disturbing in-
cident in the Qila Saifullah
area.

They revealed that the
extortionist group, alleg-
edly associated with the
Coordinator for the Chief
Minister of Balochistan, set
ablaze a truck, including its
cargo, as a retaliation for
not receiving the demanded
extortion money. The lead-
ers vehemently condemned
the incident and empha-
sized the Baloch people’s
unwavering display of pa-
tience and tolerance.

They further added
that regrettably this is not
the first time that such an
incident has taken place in
the same area, adding that
previously, the Baloch
nation’s resilient spirit was
tested when a bus was set
on fire.

“The recent cowardly
act of the extortionist mafia
threatens to disrupt the
peace in the region. No in-
cident of this nature has
been reported in the Baloch

Belt so far, where vehicles
from Pashtun tribes pass
without any extortion de-
mands. Instead, they are
warmly welcomed and hos-
pitably treated. However,
when our vehicles traverse
their routes, extortion ac-
tivities commence. If such
incidents persist in the
Baloch Belt, it could lead
to a state of conflict in the
province.

These actions raise
questions about the inten-
tions of these individuals
and their negative impact
on the province’s overall
situation,” they said.

They said that while
all business activities of
Pashtun tribes are currently
operating smoothly in the
Baloch Belt without any
trouble, the targeting of
Baloch vehicles on a spe-
cific route raises several
concerns, adding that stone
pelting has become a regu-
lar occurrence on Baloch
buses, causing damage and
loss.

The leaders further
added that the provincial
government has been inef-
fective in addressing these
issues and added that the
claims made by the Chief
Minister and Chief Secre-
tary have proven to be
baseless.

Peshawar
mosque attack
mastermind
Sarbakaf dies

mysteriously

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The mastermind of a terror-
ist attack on the Peshawar
Police Lines mosque and a
commander of Tehrik-e-
Taliban Pakistan Sarbakaf
Mohmand has died myste-
riously. According to
sources, the internal rift
between the terrorist out-
fits has intensified which
also resulted into the death
of Sarbakaf Mohmand.
Some social media ac-
counts claimed that
Sarbakaf was poisoned by
unidentified persons.
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AD: Minister of St

ate for Foreign &ffairs, Ms. ﬁma Raan Khar

addressing during World Refugee day organized by the office of the United
Nations for Refugees at local hotel.

Speakers for taking measures
to legalize border trade

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at a seminar
titled ‘Developments in
Balochistan’ Tuesday
called for taking measures
to legalize border trade in
the province so that a ma-
jor pie of economy would
made formal.

The seminar orga-
nized by Islamabad Policy
Research Institute.

Former Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Jam
Kamal, Senator Anwar-ul-
Haq Kakar, former federal
minister Zubeida Jalal,
MNA Danesh Kumar,
MPA Sanaullah Baloch and
Sarfaraz Bugti were the
panelist of the seminar, said
anews release.

President IPRI Amb.
Raza Muhammad high-
lighted the need to shorten
distance between the elite
and the downtrodden in the
province, which was ironi-
cally rich in natural re-

sources and human dynam-
ics, urging upon the need to
sit together and resolve dif-
ferences.

Jam Kamal said that
the stakeholders and com-
mon strata links must be
restored in order to restore
the people’s confidence in
the province.

He said that poverty
level in Balochistan was
more in cost as compared
to other areas of the coun-
try because there was neg-
ligible infrastructure in the
province.

“This leads to insur-
gency as deprivation is
cashed by vested forces,”
he elucidated.

Sarfaraz Bugti said
that small things could make
a bigger difference, and it
was time to start a new.

He said that unparal-
leled development was not
specific to Balochistan, but
making it an excuse for vio-

lence was unacceptable.

He said that there
were two paradigms,
one security and other
development in the
province.

MNA Danesh Kumar
talked about the homogene-
ity of the society, adding
there was no discrimination
with the minorities, espe-
cially Hindu population of
the province.

He demanded the gov-
ernment to allocate suffi-
cient funds for Balochistan
to develop the province at
par with other areas of the
country.

Kumar proudly
shared that minorities were
free to practice their religion
in the province .

Sanaullah Baloch said
that taking into account the
mega development projects
were need of the hour to
uplift the lives of people in
the province.

Governor assures possible
resources to historic
Lady Dufferin Hospital

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has as-
sured that every possible
resources would be pro-
vided to the historic Lady
Dufferin Hospital Quetta so
as to maintain its quality
services.

The assurance was
made by the Governor
while speaking to the Board
of Directors of the Lady
Dufferin Hospital who
called on him under leader-
ship of Sardar Yahya Khan
Nasar, here at the Gover-
nor House on Tuesday.

The Governor said
that several hospitals have
been serving the masses
since the British raj in the
provincial metropolis and
Lady Dufferin Hospital is
prominent among them.

He said that it is in-
cluded in priorities of the
government to provide
medical facilities to the
common men. Malik Abdul
Wali Kakar maintained that
there is more room of con-
struction and expansion in
the Lady Dufferin Hospi-
tal located in middle of the
city. There is also a need to
of new constructions for
treatment and care of the
maximum patients in the
Hospital, adding he
stressed.

The Governor ap-
pealed to the philanthro-
pists particularly the inter-
national agencies working in
the healthcare sector to take
wholehearted part in sup-
porting such institutions.
He assured the delegation
of his full cooperation for
expanding the Hospital.

President approves
Trained Paramedical

Staff Facility Bill, 2023

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Tuesday gave his assent to
the Trained Paramedical
Staff Facility Bill, 2023.
Under the Bill, the
availability of trained para-
medical staff to provide
first aid to children in pub-
lic and private schools of
Islamabad had been made
mandatory, a news release
issued by the President
House Press Wing said on
Tuesday. All the private
schools in Islamabad will

PTA urges safe, responsible
use of social media

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA)
has released guidelines high-
lighting the significance of
safe and responsible use of
social media due to its in-
creasing popularity and the
potential risks it poses to
public convenience.

In an article titled
“Principles, Responsibili-
ties, and Ethics of Social
Media,” Director
Muhammad Farooq em-
phasizes the profound im-
pact of social media on so-
ciety, both positive and
negative. While these plat-
forms offer numerous ben-
efits such as digital literacy,

access to local content, busi-
ness opportunities, and in-
stant information, they also
have the capacity to under-
mine our social and moral
values. One of the primary
concerns highlighted in the
article is the challenge of
addressing false, defama-
tory, misleading, inappro-
priate, and hate-inducing
content, as it threatens cul-
tural and ethical values.

Moreover, the online
platforms themselves are
vulnerable to various risks.
Users who are unaware of
local laws and community
guidelines often fall victim
to financial fraud, encoun-
ter online predators.
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QUETTA: A delegation led by MPA Akbar Mengal meeting with Governor
Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

Electricity tariff
for DISCOs,
K-Electric
consumers
likely to go up

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Power tariff in respect of
consumers of DISCOs and
K-Electric is likely to go up.

The electricity tariff
for DISCOs consumers is
likely to scale up by Rs
2.05 per unit and for K-Elec-
tric consumers Rs 1.49 per
unit. Authority will give fi-
nal decision in this regard
after hearing the applica-
tions on July 05. CPPA has
filed two applications in
NEPRA seeking increase in
power tariff for DISCOs
consumers by Rs 2.05 per
unit and K-Electric consum-
ers Rs 1.49 per unit.

World Hydrography Day:

CNS seeks maritime

stakeholders’ role to
stimulate economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral ~Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi on Tues-
day urged all maritime
stakeholders to join Paki-
stan Navy in its efforts of
raising awareness and ad-
vancing hydrographic ac-
tivities viz-a-viz safety of
navigation and stimulating
national economy through
enhanced maritime trade
and exploration.

The Naval Chief, in
his message on World Hy-
drography Day (WHD),
said as per the United Na-
tions Convention on Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS), Pa-
kistan like other coastal
states was responsible for
hydrographic surveys and
production of nautical
charts/maps of'its waters to
provide accurate nautical
information to the mariners.
He said in order to dis-
charge national/interna-
tional hydrographic obliga-
tions with appropriately
vested authority, the Paki-
stan Navy approached the
government for re-designat-
ing Pakistan Navy Hydro-
graphic Department
(PNHD) as National Hy-
drographic Office.

BPPRA, GPP joined forces to introduce
a three-week diploma program

Independent Report
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Public Procure-
ment Regulatory Authority
(BPPRA) and the Gover-
nance and Policy Project
(GPP) have joined forces to
introduce a three-week di-
ploma program in Procure-
ment and Supply Chain

across various departments
in the province.

In a certificate distri-
bution ceremony held in
Quetta on Monday,
BPPRA recognized the ef-
forts of participants who
successfully completed the
training program. This
marks the first-ever initia-
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Management. The initia-
tive, conducted in partner-
ship with the Institute of
Management Sciences
(IMSciences) in Peshawar,
aims to enhance the skills
and knowledge of individu-
als involved in public pro-
curement management
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tive of its kind supported
by a foreign-funded project,
and the Governance and
Policy Project ensured its
successful execution with

the collaboration of
BPPRA.
The diploma program,

initiated at BPPRA’s ca-

pacity-building section
with the assistance of GPP
Balochistan, brought to-
gether resource persons
from both BPPRA and IMS
Peshawar. Faculty mem-
bers from universities in-
cluding Lorai, Turbat,
Gwadar, UOB, SBK,
BUITEMS, Lasbela, and
government officials from
various procurement de-
partments actively partici-
pated in the training. The
comprehensive program
covered topics such as Sup-
ply Chain Management,
Warehousing, Logistics,
Bidding, Tendering, and the
BPPRA Rule 2014.

The program’s short-
term goal focused on train-
ing faculty members from
different universities to cre-
ate a pool of skilled train-
ers who can continue deliv-
ering similar programs. The
long-term vision is to es-
tablish a complete graduate
and post-graduate program
in Procurement and Supply
Chain Management across
universities in Balochistan.
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ensure the availability of
paramedical staff in their
premises to provide medi-
cal assistance to the chil-
dren who need it. The Fed-
eral Government will ensure
the availability of para-
medical staff in all govern-
ment schools to provide
medical assistance to the
children. In case of viola-
tion, a fine of up to Rs
100,000 after the first warn-
ing, and imprisonment of up
to six months thereafter can

ISLAMABAD: Chairm

an Senate Muhammad Sadiq Sanjraniin a meetig

with Ilyas Masih, President of All Neighbors International and Dr. Chris
Gnanakan, American Professor at Parliament House.

Naeem condoles
over loss of
precious lives in
Greece boat
incident
QUETTA (APP): The cen-
tral senior leader of Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N)
Chaudhry Naeem Karim on
Tuesday expressed deep
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives in the
Greece boat accident in
which young people be-
longing to Azad Kashmir
district Kotli, Khoi Ratta
and different areas of

Punjab were killed.

In a statement issued
here, Chaudhry Naeem
Karim said that after the
Greece boat accident, Paki-
stan Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and Federal Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
took notice of this incident
and ordered an indiscrimi-
nate crackdown against hu-
man trafficking and those
who illegally send young
people abroad and so far
many agents have been ar-
rested for illegally sending

Youth is asset of

country:

QUETTA (INP): Former
Caretaker Chief Minister of
Balochistan and Chief of
Sibi, Nawab Ghous Bakhsh
Khan Barozai said, “Youth
is the asset of the country
and the nation. The govern-
ment does not want to take
all possible steps to bring
the people, agents, and
companies responsible for
the death of the person to
account. There is a place to
think that why the govern-
ment has not suppressed
such elements till now ?”.

He expressed these
thoughts while talking to
the national news agency
INP.

On this occasion,
Nawabzada Baru Khan
Barozai, @ Nawabzada
Shamun Khan Barozai, and
other heads of the nations
were also present.

Nawab Ghous Bakhsh
Khan said that the tragedy
in Greece was the result of
the incompetence of our
rulers, the bodies lying on
the shores of Greece were
our own.

Expressing grief and

Barozai

kistani youth in a boat inci-
dent, he said that concrete
and effective measures
must be taken to prevent
such actions and the gov-
ernment should take strict
action against such persons,
agents and companies so
that such illegal work will
not be done again.

He said that parents
should teach their children
and discourage them from
going to other countries by
illegal methods. Job oppor-
tunities should be provided
so that people would get
employment opportunities
through legal means. He ex-
pressed his heartfelt sym-
pathy to the families of the
Pakistani youths who died
in the boat accident in
Greece and said that the
nations were saddened.

In this hour, he is an
equal sharer with his broth-
ers, while expressing his
condolences to the families
of all those who lost their
lives in the accident, he also
prayed to Allah to raise the
ranks of the deceased and
grant patience to the be-
reaved.

people abroad.
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2616 children
affected by

measles in
KP; 22 died

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Health Department Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Tuesday
said that the measles out-
break in the province
claimed 22 lives and af-
fected 2616 children during
the first five months of the
current year. In a report re-
leased here, the department
said that Dera Ismail Khan
was the most affected dis-
trict where 462 cases of
measles were reported and
13 children died, adding that
317 positive cases were re-
ported from Charsadda,
226 Peshawar, 166 Bajaur
and 161 from Mardan.

Similarly, a total 171
children were infected by
measles in Nowshera, Lakki
Marwat, and Karak and 136
in Peshawar and Swabi.

The health department
said that the scale of the
measles outbreak of this
year was greater than the
cases reported throughout
the last year.

Jaffar Mehtarzai,
others join PPP

Independent Report
KUCHLAK: A joining cer-
emony was held at Kuli
Sahibzada Bagh Nishat
Kuchlak organized by
People’s Party Tehsil
Kuchlak, tribal youth Jafar
Khan Mehtarzai along with
dozens of his colleagues
announced joining the
People’s Party.

Provincial Deputy
General Secretary Mir
Sanajtak, President of
Quetta Mir Naseebullah
Shahwani, Provincial Fi-
nance Secretary and Focal
Person of Pakistan Malik
Abdul Hameed Kakar, Vice
President of Quetta Mir
Ahmed Longu, President of
Tehsil Kuchlak
Muhammad Sadiq Kakar,
Vice President of Quetta
Haider Khan Durrani, Ex-
ecutive member Mir
Manoor Longu, Senior Vice
President of Quetta Youth
Organization Bashir Ahmad
Kakar, Jafar Khan Kakar,
Deputy General Secretary
of Quetta Division

Muhammad Igbal Kakar,
Zahoor Ahmad Raisani and
others said in a joining state-
ment that the coming era
will belong to the People’s
Party. People’s participa-
tion is a manifestation of
the aspirational leadership
of the People’s Party and
the confidence in the posi-
tive policies,”.

Today’s joining is a
sign of the strength of the
party not only at the pro-
vincial, and district but also
at the tehsil and village lev-
els and the People’s Party
will not disappoint the na-
tion by coming to power.
Kuchlak and the elected
representative of constitu-
ency PB24 have received
more funds for develop-
ment projects more than 6
billion, but the incompe-
tent and corrupt parlia-
mentary secretary squan-
dered them and promoted
the contract and contract-
ing system by committing
corruption and commis-
sion, they added.
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