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ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar held a vir-
tual meeting with H.E. Andrew Mitchell Britainâ€™s Minister of State in the
Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO).

PM, COAS, cabinet members, senior govt officials attend meeting

Govt unveils Economic Revival Plan to exploit
Pakistan’s potential, facilitate investment

Economy being steered towards growth with “bold decisions” says PM Shahbaz;
COAS assures full support for govt’s economic recovery plan; Emphasises
crucial role of this plan in securing Pakistan’s socio-economic prosperity

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Federal Government,
in the wake of economic
hardships confronting the
country, Tuesday unveiled
an elaborated ‘Economic
Revival Plan’ with a view to
capitalize Pakistan’s un
tapped potential in key sec
tors, fasttrack the develop
ment projects and facilitate
investment.

The Plan was unveiled
during a highlevel meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and attended
by the Chief of Army Staff
(COAS), chief ministers,
federal and provincial min
isters, and highlevel govern
ment officials, a PM Office
press release said. The Eco

nomic Revival Plan envis
ages capitalizing Pakistan’s
untapped potential in key
sectors of defence produc
tion, agriculture, livestock,
minerals, mining, informa
tion technology and energy,
through indigenous develop
ment as well as investments
from friendly countries.

To fasttrack the devel
opment of projects, the es
tablishment of Special In
vestment Facilitation Coun
cil (SIFC) has been under
taken to act as a ‘Single Win
dow’ interface for the po
tential investors as well as
to adopt a unified approach.

The setup will shorten
heretofore cumbersome and
lengthy business processes

through a cooperative and
collaborative ‘whole of the
government approach’ with
representation of all stake
holders. It is aimed at creat
ing horizontalvertical syn
ergy between the federation
and provinces; facilitating
timely decision making;
avoiding duplication of ef
fort; and ensuring swift
project implementation.

The highranking par
ticipation from federal and
provincial governments,
clearly manifests the na
tional resolve to turn around
the economy despite all
odds.

The COAS, speaking
on the occasion, assured the
Pakistan Army’s allout

support to complement the
government’s efforts for
Economic Revival Plan,
considered fundamental to
socioeconomic prosperity
of Pakistanis and reclaiming
Pakistan’s rightful stature
among the comity of na
tions.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
recalled that his government
inherited an economy which
was on the brink of collapse.
With bold and difficult de
cisions, it was now being
steered towards growth and
development, however,
there were massive chal
lenges ahead, he added.

He said exportoriented
foreign direct investments
held the key to economic

revival and the government
had, therefore, decided to
adopt a holistic/wholeof
government approach which
fostered partnerships within
the federal and provincial
governments for effective
implementation and execu
tion. The investors would be
given primacy and fasttrack
approvals, through a well
coordinated approach, he
added.

The prime minister ob
served that the expected in
vestments would create jobs
and livelihoods for the
youth and women, and ad
vised that the focus should
be on empowering young
and females to realise their
full potential.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif being briefed re-
garding the upgradation and rehabilitation project of Sikander e Azam Road.

Inaugurates Margalla Avenue, SikandarrAzam road

PM calls upon nation,
political parties to get

together for country’s uplift
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday called
upon the nation and all po
litical parties to work to
gether for bringing the coun
try out of crisis and taking
it to new heights of devel
opment.

He said the dream of a
prosperous and developed
Pakistan could only be ful
filled by rising above mu
tual differences, burying the
conspiracies, and maintain
ing rule of law in the coun
try.

Addressing the inaugu
ration ceremony of
Margalla Avenue here, the
prime minister said the
country possessed huge
natural resources as it had
the best minds and man
power as well.

“The only thing that
laps is the will to do”, he
said adding that although it
was a difficult task but not
impossible to bring the

country out of crisis.
He said all the initia

tives were being taken for
the development and pros
perity of people of
Islamabad and its attached
areas.

However, he said due
to the past government’s
criminal negligence, the citi
zens of the federal capital
had to wait for years to en
joy their due facilities.

He said last year was
devastating both in terms of
natural calamities and on
the political front as the
country faced devastating
floods and the political op
ponents hatched conspira
cies against the country.
Their agenda surfaced on
May 9, 2023 when every
one saw that what they did
was even never thought by
the enemy of Pakistan,” he
added.

He said despite the
challenges, the CDA Chair
man, former MNA Hanif

Abbasi and their team who
worked diligently to com
plete this project for which
the people of Islamabad
were waiting for years.

He said recently he vis
ited Baku, where he saw
smooth and clean roads and
beautiful landscape and
gardening along the roads.

He advised Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah to
take his team to Baku to get
their first hand experience
and apply in Pakistan as
well.

PM Shehbaz said to
day he also witnessed the
signing of an MoU for a
$3.48 billion Chashma
Nuclear Power Plant (C5)
which reflected the Chinese
resolve to support Pakistan
in difficult times.

He said Saudi Arabia,
Qatar and UAE were also
Pakistan’s unmatched
friendly countries that were
also supporting Pakistan at
this difficult time.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador-designate to Denmark, Shoaib Sarwar
called on President Dr. Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

Congress of US writes an open letter to Biden ahead of Modi’s visit
Points out towards issues of shrinking of political space, rise of religious intolerance, targeting of civil
society organisations and journalists and growing restrictions on press freedoms and internet access

ISLAMABAD: The Con
gress of US writes an open
letter to Biden ahead of
Modi’s visit to Washing
ton.
Dear President Biden:
We write in advance of
your meeting with Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during his upcoming
visit to the United States.
As the world’s oldest de
mocracy and the world’s
largest democracy, the
United States and India
have forged a close relation
ship based on strategic in
terests and shared demo
cratic values. India is an
important member of the
Quadrilateral Security Dia
logue (the “Quad”) and a
crucial partner for stabil
ity in the IndoPacific. We
support the trip Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin
took to New Delhi earlier
this month to finalize a
“Roadmap for U .S.India
Defense Industrial Coop
eration,” deepening our
strategic partnership.

Trade and investment
between the United States
and India continue to grow,
and there is an opportu
nity to greatly expand our
economic ties. We welcome
India ‘s potential increased
role in secure supply
chains for critical sectors
such as semiconductors
and pharmaceuticals.

And robust cultural
engagement lies at the
heart of our friendship, un
derscored by the immense
contributions of the In
dianAmerican diaspora
community in the United
States, many of whom still
have close and extended
family living in India. We
trust and expect that these
important dimensions of
the U.S.India partnership
 strategic, economic and
cultural  will be part of
your discussion when you
meet directly with Prime
Minister Modi.

As longtime support
ers of a strong U.S.India
relationship, we also be

lieve that friends can and
should discuss their differ
ences in an honest and
forthright way.

That is why we re
spectfully request that  in
addition to the many areas
of shared interests be
tween India and the U .S. 
you also raise directly
with Prime Minister Modi
areas of concern.

You have rightly said
that America must “lead
not merely by the example
of our power but by the
power of our example. “
You have once again made
respect for human rights,
press freedom, religious
freedom, and pluralism
core tenets of American
foreign policy. Moreover,
these tenets are necessary
to the functioning of true
democracy. In order to
these values with credibil
ity on the world stage, we
must apply them equally
to friend and foe alike, just
as we work to apply these
same principles here in the

United States.
A series of indepen

dent, credible reports re
flect troubling signs in In
dia toward the shrinking of
political space, the rise of
religious intolerance, the
targeting of civil society
organizations and journal
ists, and growing restric
tions on press freedoms
and internet access. Spe
cifically, the State
Department’s 2022 Coun
try Report on Human
Rights Practices in India
documents the tightening
of political rights and ex
pression.’ Similarly, the
State Department’s 2022
Report on International
Religious Freedom in India
details the worrisome in
crease of religious intoler
ance toward minorities and
religiously motived vio
lence by both private and
state actors.  Further, the
annual assessments com
piled by Reporters With
out Borders show that In
dia, a country that has been

known in the past for its
vibrant and independent
press, has fallen signifi
cantly in the rankings for
press freedom. And ac
cording to Access Now,
India ranks first in terms
of the most internet shut
downs for the fifth year in
a row.

Both the United States
and India enshrined human
rights—including free
speech, freedom of the
press, and religious free
dom—in our constitutions.
And we share a special
bond through moral lead
ers who shaped our histo
ries. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr, who gave his life
in pursuit of  building the
beloved community here in
the United States, was an
ardent student of the teach
ings of the Mahatma
Gandhi, known in India as
the “Father of the Nation.”
Both King and Gandhi had
the vision of building a
more perfect union among
people from different back

grounds, races and faiths
— Gandhi in India, and
King in the United States.
We share their vision.

We join you in wel
coming Prime Minister
Modi to the United States.
We want a close and warm
relationship between the
people of the United
States and the people of
India. We want that friend
ship to be built not only
on our many shared inter
ests but also on shared val
ues. We do not endorse any
particular Indian leader or
political party — that is
the decision of the people
of India — but we do stand
in support of the impor
tant principles that should
be a core part of American
foreign policy. And we ask
that, during your meeting
with Prime Minister Modi,
you discuss the full range
of issues important to a
successful, strong, and
longterm relationship be
tween our two great coun
tries.

President stresses economic
diplomacy to boost trade

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Tuesday underscored the
need to focus on economic
and trade diplomacy to en
hance the country’s ex
ports. He added that in
creasing exports and foreign
investment could help Pa
kistan overcome its eco
nomic challenges.

The President ex
pressed these views while
talking to Pakistan’s Am
bassadordesignate to Den
mark and HighCommis
sionerdesignate to
Rwanda, who separately
called on him, here at the
AiwaneSadr.

Talking to Ambassa
dordesignate to Denmark,
Shoaib Sarwar, the Presi
dent urged him to especially
focus on economic diplo
macy initiatives to boost
the country’s exports.

He highlighted that the
dairy and agriculture sector
were important areas where
Danish companies could be
invited to invest in Pakistan.

He said that Informa
tion Technology was also
another important area for
enhanced cooperation
where Pakistan’s tech com
panies could offer services
and solutions to Danish
companies.

He also asked the
newlyappointed envoy to
work towards inviting more
wind power companies
from Denmark to invest in
Pakistan’s energy sector,
besides further expanding
collaborations in the renew
able energy sector.

He expressed the
hope that recent exchanges
at the ministerial level
would further strengthen
the mutually beneficial ties
between the two countries.

Talking to Pakistan’s
High Commissionerdesig
nate to Rwanda, Naeem
Ullah Khan, the President
highlighted that Pakistan
attached great importance
to its bilateral ties with
Rwanda and both countries
enjoyed cordial relations.

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Ms. Hina Rabbani Khar
addressing during World Refugee day organized by the office of the United
Nations for Refugees at local hotel.

Appointment of 250 employees in PIA case:

When there is no aeroplane
how operation will run: SC

crew PIA is having at
present.

Additional Attorney
General (AAG) told PIA
has31 aircrafts and341
crew. Cabin crew is highly
essential.

Finance head PIA told
the court flights cannot be
run on various routes due
to non availability of crew.
The total loss o f  P IA
stands at 383 billion. In
last financial year loss to
the tune of Rs 88 billion
had occurred. If previous
year loss is separated from
PIT then improvement can
come.

Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan
while expressing annoy
ance remarked what are you
talking. When there are no
aeroplanes now then how
will you fly. Is PIA earning
profit. PIA acquires how
much grant from govern
ment.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Supreme Court (SC) has
summoned representatives
of auditor companies of
PIA in case pertaining to
permission for appoint
ment of 250 employees in
PIA.

The matter came up for
hearing before a two mem
bers bench of SC presided
over by Justice Ijaz ul
Ahsan Tuesday.

Counsel for PIA
Suleman Akram Raja has
sought permission from
SC through the petition
in respect of 250 cabin
crew .

The court had asked
questions about operations
and finance in previous
hearing. The replies to
court’s questions have been
filed.

Justice Ijaz ul Ahsan
inquired on this occasion
how much aircrafts and

Contempt of EC case:
ECP decides

to indict
Imran Khan

others
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has rejected
PTI objections in contempt
of Election Commission
(EC) case.

A 4member bench of
ECP has decided to indict
Imran Khan and other lead
ers.

A 4member bench of
ECP including member
Nisar Durrani has an
nounced reserved judgment
of contempt of EC case.

The ECP while reject
ing PTI objections has de
cided to indict PTI chair
man Imran Khan and other
leaders.

Dar holds virtual meeting
with Britain’s Minister

of State for FCDOC
ISLAMABAD (Online):
Finance Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar held
a virtual meeting with An
drew Mitchell, Britain’s
Minister of State in the For
eign, Commonwealth &
Development Office
(FCDO) today.

Andrew Mitchell,
Minister of State in the For
eign Commonwealth & De
velopment Office (FCDO),
expressed deep sorrow and
grief on the loss of lives of
a huge number of Pakistani
citizens in the recent boat
capsizing incident in
Greece. Finance Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar expressed gratitude for
receiving the condolences
and voiced that illegal hu
man trafficking has become
a huge issue worldwide and
needs to be curtailed at the
earliest.

Finance Minister Sena
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar
also apprised H.E. Andrew

Mitchell about the progress
on IMF talks with Pakistan
on the 9th review. He in
formed that Pakistan has
completed all prior actions
in time and is making con
tinuous progress in terms
of major economic indica
tors. He also informed H.E
Andrew Mitchell about the
pragmatic economic deci
sions being taken by the
incumbent government un
der difficult economic cir
cumstances and measures
the government has pro
posed to uplift the social
and economic well being of
the masses through the re
cent budget.

H.E. Andrew Mitchell
acknowledged that the gov
ernment of Pakistan has
been vigilant in bringing
economic stability through
various policy reforms. He
also assured of continuous
support and assistance of
the British Government to
Pakistan.

World Hydrography Day:

CNS seeks maritime
stakeholders’ role to
stimulate economy

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi on Tues
day urged all maritime
stakeholders to join Paki
stan Navy in its efforts of
raising awareness and ad
vancing hydrographic ac
tivities vizaviz safety of
navigation and stimulating
national economy through
enhanced maritime trade
and exploration.

The Naval Chief, in
his message on World Hy
drography Day (WHD),
said as per the United Na
tions Convention on Law

of the Sea (UNCLOS), Pa
kistan like other coastal
states was responsible for
hydrographic surveys and
production of nautical
charts/maps of its waters to
provide accurate nautical
information to the mariners.

He said in order to dis
charge national/interna
tional hydrographic obliga
tions with appropriately
vested authority, the Paki
stan Navy approached the
government for redesignat
ing Pakistan Navy Hydro
graphic Department
(PNHD) as National Hy
drographic Office.

Pakistan, Russia agree to
further diversify bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan and Russian
sides on Tuesday reiter
ated their strong desire to
deepen and diversify bilat
eral relations based on the
principles of mutual un
derstanding, trust and co
operation.

The fifth round of Pa
kistanRussia Bilateral
Political Consultations
was held here. Foreign
Secretary Dr. Asad
Majeed Khan and
Russia’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Andrey
Rudenko, led their respec
tive sides, Foreign Spokes
person said in a press re
lease.

Special Representa
tive on Afghanistan, Am
bassador Zamir Kabulov

was also part of the Rus
sian delegation.

The two sides engaged
in comprehensive and
productive discussions to
further strengthen bilat
eral cooperation and to
deepen understanding on
regional and global issues
of mutual interest. “The
talks encompassed a wide
range of topics including
political, economic, de
fence, energy and people
topeople contacts,” the
spokesperson said. The
two sides also expressed
satisfaction at the upward
trajectory of cooperation
in the field of energy and
agreed to expand coopera
tion in higher education,
culture and science and
technology.

Peshawar
mosque attack
mastermind

Sarbakaf dies
mysteriously

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The mastermind of a terror
ist attack on the Peshawar
Police Lines mosque and a
commander of Tehrike
Taliban Pakistan Sarbakaf
Mohmand has died myste
riously. According to
sources, the internal rift
between the terrorist out
fits has intensified which
also resulted into the death
of Sarbakaf Mohmand.

Some social media ac
counts claimed that
Sarbakaf was poisoned by
unidentified persons.
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Health for all
Though the situation may have improved since
the time of independence, Pakistan’s health in
dicators are hardly satisfactory. Far too many
Pakistanis die preventable, early deaths, while
debilitating diseases affect the quality of life and
productivity of millions. This is mostly because
despite the power wielders’ stated commitments
to improve the lot of the masses, human devel
opment is not a priority for our elite. When mem
bers of the elite fall sick, they can opt for the
best healthcare money can buy at private medi
cal facilities in the country, or better still, fly off
to foreign locales where they are healed in well
equipped hospitals, staffed by competent medi
cal professionals. For the middle and working
classes in this country, the choices are far fewer.
Should the common man get sick, he can either
pay through the nose and be admitted to a pri
vate hospital, or opt for suboptimal public health
facilities, or die a slow, painful death. To amelio
rate this dismal state of affairs, the HRCP has
rightly called for making health a fundamental
part of the Constitution. This call needs to be
heeded by local authorities as well as those in
parliament.

Though many of the rights enshrined in the
Constitution are denied to the people, incorpo
rating health in the nation’s basic law will at least
correct the direction. As the WHO states, health
is “a fundamental right of every human being”,
one that is unfortunately denied to millions of
Pakistanis. Our high rates of neonatal mortality
and child stunting, high burden of hepatitis C
and tuberculosis, as well as the fact that this
country is amongst the two remaining states in
the world where polio has not been eradicated,
point to only a few of our considerable health
challenges. However, all these problems can be
tackled, should the state prioritise people’s
health. Acknowledging health as a fundamental
constitutional right, as was done with educa
tion in the 18th Amendment, is the first step. This
needs to be followed up by strengthening pri
mary healthcare across the nation, specifically
in the lessdeveloped parts of rural Sindh and
Balochistan, where healthcare is available only
in rudimentary form.

If all goes as planned a general election will
be held in a few months. Therefore, as pointed
out by experts, political parties should commit
to making health a fundamental right in their
manifestos. Moreover, a multisector approach
is needed; better healthcare facilities and pro
fessionals will only make a difference when
people have cleaner air to breathe and pure wa
ter to drink. Affordable healthcare at public fa
cilities (and free for those who cannot pay) is an
achievable goal should the elite set their minds
to it. A secure and progressive Pakistan can only
emerge when its people are healthy, educated
and prosperous.

A close call Education & EQ

Naseer Memon

After keeping millions of
people on tenterhooks for
almost a week, Cyclone
Biparjoy petered out with
out inflicting much dam
age. Sindh’s coastal dis
tricts from Karachi to Badin
narrowly survived a cli
matic catastrophe as the
cyclone swerved in the
nick of time, avoiding land
fall on Sindh’s coast.

Having the same tra
jectory and climatic fea
tures, Biparjoy brought to
mind Cyclone 2A that bat
tered Pakistan’s coastal
communities in 1999. The
UN estimated that the cy
clone killed 189 people
while 150 were missing.

More than 138,000
houses collapsed, and 675
boats disappeared. Some
15,000 cattle heads and
sheep died. And 256,000
hectares (approximately
633,000 acres) of land was
affected.

One conspicuous im
provement this time was
the early warning and con
tinuous tracking of the cy
clonic movement. The Met
Office released regular up
dates detailing the
cyclone’s movement, in
tensity and potential im
pact on different areas till
it barrelled away from the
Sindh coast. Effective dis
semination of information
through electronic and
social media helped the
evacuation of over 70,000
people.

Had the cyclone
struck, it would have
erased much of the already
rickety infrastructure, in
cluding the straw huts in
habited by the poor. The
coastal villages of Thatta,
Sujawal and Badin lack
proper living facilities.

Footage aired on TV
laid bare the abject depri
vation of the coastal vil
lages and islands. Small

fishing boats or small
herds of cattle are their big
gest assets, and these
were exposed to danger.
These areas present a dis
tressing picture. Safe drink
ing water, sanitation, nutri
tion, electricity, roads, clin
ics and schools are con
spicuous by their absence.
Surviving on meagre in
comes, the dwellers of
these villages live a primi
tive life.

A poverty survey of
Badin district revealed that
the homes of 48 per cent
of the respondents had
wooden roofs; 46pc of the
people were without elec
tricity, 60pc had no sanita
tion facility, and 92pc were
using farm crops and ani
mal dung as cooking fuel.

No wonder 75pc of
households suffer from
multipronged poverty in
these three coastal dis
tricts, according to the
UNDP’s Multidimensional
Poverty Index. This socio
economic profile makes
coastal communities ex
tremely vulnerable to any
climate shock. Over the
past two centuries, some
two million people world
wide have died due to the
effects of tropical storms.
This region is among the
areas vulnerable to tropi
cal cyclones. The coast
lines of Pakistan, India,
Myanmar, Bangladesh,
Oman, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines have experi
enced cyclones of varying
intensities. The frequency
of cyclones in the Arabian
Sea has increased in recent
decades.

According to a study
published in the American
Meteorological Society
journal, 41 cyclonic storms
formed in the Arabian Sea
during 19792008, of which
23 made landfall, with tropi
cal depression or stronger
intensities. The average
lifetime of these storms was
3.4 days on a scale of one
to nine. During the period
19792008, the average
number of cyclonic storm
days per year over the Ara
bian Sea was 4.7. Data re
veals that the average cy
clone period increased
from 2.3 in 197991 to 6.4 in
19922008. This indicates

the rising incidence of cy
clones in the Arabian Sea.

Nevertheless, the
world has learnt to mitigate
risk to life and property.
Bangladesh is an inspiring
example of how improved
early warning systems and
appropriate infrastructure
can reduce the impact of
cyclones.

The country lost
718,000 of its inhabitants
to cyclones in the past 50
years. However, these fig
ures have now been dras
tically reduced. The Cat
egory 3 Cyclone Bhola
wreaked havoc in 1970,
claiming 500,000 lives.

A cyclone of similar
intensity, Amphan,
caused only 26 deaths in
2020. In 1970, the country
had only 42 cyclone
shelters; today, it has
12,000 functional cyclone
shelters serving 5m
people. Bangladesh has
remarkably improved its
early warning and evacu
ation systems. A functional
and effective governance
system is better able to re
spond to disasters.

A contrasting ex
ample is that of Myanmar,
where Cyclone Nargis
caused 140,000 deaths and
affected some 2.5m people
in 2008. Although Nargis
had been forecast a week
before it struck, due to the
government’s slackness,
the warning was not con
veyed to the vulnerable
communities in time.

This time, Pakistan
performed better on
early warning and rapid
evacuation. However,
more structural measures
are needed to avoid dam
age if a cyclone strikes
our coast. Increased so
cioeconomic resilience
of coastal communities,
cycloneresilient hous
ing, a sturdy network of
roads and dykes, a
dense shield of man
groves, improved cy
clone shelters and better
organised district disas
ter management authori
ties can provide relief if
a seatriggered disaster
strikes. Preparedness is
the key to avoiding
death and destruction.  
 Courtesy Dawn

Nazir A. Jogezai

Emotional intelligence, or
emotional quotient, is as
significant as intelligence
quotient. EQ, based on
social intelligence, is the
capacity to comprehend,
utilise and regulate one’s
emotions in constructive
ways to reduce stress,
communicate effectively,
empathise with others,
overcome problems, and
diffuse disputes. Research
also tells us about the
‘curse of emotion’,
whereby individuals with
a high EQ might arouse
negative feelings. How
ever, rational individuals
with higher EQ fare better
than those who are emo
tionally attached to an
opinion or ideology.

Contemporary learn
ing theories stress EQre
sponsive curricula, in
struction, assessment and
learning environments to
promote holistic develop
ment, including self
awareness, among the
students. Selfawareness
depends on the level of
mental autonomy, objec
tive selfanalysis, and de
cisionmaking abilities,
with teachers and parents
as support. However,
schools and homes tend
to promote the
memorisation of specific
knowledge, without con
sidering the students’ in
terests or potential. What
can only be called ‘in
structional policing’ de
mands obedience from the
students and often results
in physical or emotional
abuse, if the young learn
ers take no interest or re
sist. Meanwhile, parents
want to fulfil their own
dreams through their
children’s education.

With such a narrow
understanding of learning
at home and in schools,
students feel fear and anxi

ety, and are prone to nega
tive emotions — in con
trast to how it should be.
Research tells us that a
learner’s multiple intelli
gences, while possessing
their own strengths and
weaknesses, seldom func
tion independently of one
another. Musicalrhyth
mic, visualspatial, verbal
linguistic, logicalmath
ematical, bodilykines
thetic, interpersonal,
intrapersonal, and natural
istic intelligences are ex
amples. A creative, imagi
native youngster, though
possessing poor
memorisation powers,
may do very well in some
areas but may not get
good grades in an exam.
Notwithstanding their
skills, such children are
deemed failures.

Standardised tests
also largely function as an
evaluation model, measur
ing students, with varying
abilities, against fixed
knowledge standards.
There is nothing holistic
about the teaching ap
proach that supports
such tests. In fact, assess
ments must go beyond
merely quantifying what
has been learnt; it must
also highlight areas for de
velopment for both stu
dents and teachers. Re
grettably, teachers rely on
syllabus completion and
memorised material to set
exam questions. As a stu
dent, I recall having to rote
learn many ‘answers’. So
I had no idea what I was
reciting in front of my
teachers or why one stu
dent was praised while the
other was punished. We
must prioritise learning
keeping our youngsters’
EQ in mind. This could be
done through an enabling
atmosphere instead of be
ing made to face pressure
to deliver ‘A’ or ‘A’plus
grades. Schools must be
made aware of their stu
dents’ talents and adapt
their teaching methods
accordingly, rather than
subjecting them to ho
mogenous teaching meth
odologies and rote learn
ingbased assessments,
which can never handle
diverse intelligences and

modes of learning. Intelli
gence denotes acting pur
posefully, thinking ratio
nally and applying infor
mation rather than merely
storing it. It is more about
how to learn than what to
learn. Our curricula, text
books, teachers, in fact
the overall learning sys
tem, must consider diver
sity in terms of multiple in
telligences as each child
is different. The fear of fail
ure must be reduced by
sensitively addressing
children’s learning re
quirements.

More important is the
skill and courage to ask
questions. Learning
relies on asking logical
questions as opposed to
just searching for accurate
answers. The repression
of inquiry in the name of
obedience stifles the cour
age and curiosity of chil
dren and causes them
emotional harm. The cur
ricula, teachers and par
ents expect obedience,
which essentially means
executing an action on the
orders of an authority to
maintain a show of re
spect. Teachers and par
ents are the people clos
est to children, but they
are also people from
whom children hide a lot
of things. Respect is a
twoway street — be
tween teachers and stu
dents, and between par
ents and children. Up
dated scientific research
tells us that the students’
reflective learning experi
ences indicate an increase
in selfintrospection, emo
tional awareness, emo
tional regulation and un
derstanding others. Mov
ing from homogeneous
expectations to multiple in
telligences is the most ef
fective approach. We can
achieve this by allowing
adequate space for new
modes of learning that
stimulate our children’s in
tellectual capital rather
than memory, therefore
preparing pupils for life
than just for exams. We
need to raise our children
with greater EQ, so that
they remain productive for
themselves and society.  
 Courtesy Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul Haque witnessing con-
tract signing for TDM to IP and Copper wire to Optical Fiber Cable Migration of National Telecommu-
nication Corporation (NTC) Exchanges Phase 2.

MULTAN: DG IPO Pakistan, Shazia Adnan addressing during a ceremony
on Supporting Women Entrepreneurs in Embroidery and Related Carfts
Business through IP, Branding, and Commercialization Strategies orga-
nized by the Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan.

Launching of DCTS will boost trade
between UK, Pakistan, Syed Naveed
ISLAMABAD (Online):
In an effort to strengthen
economic ties with Paki
stan, the United Kingdom
has unveiled a new initia
tive called the Developing
Countries Trading Scheme
(DCTS), said, Federal Min
ister for Commerce, Syed
Naveed Qamar.

Qamar praised the
DCTS, which aims to pro
vide Pakistan and 64 other
countries with improved
trade opportunities through
tariff reductions and simpli
fied terms of trade.

While announcing the
launch of the DCTS, Syed

Naveed Qamar said, “Paki
stan will enjoy one of the
most generous sets of trad
ing preferences offered by
any nation in the world.

The scheme officially
replaced the UK’s
Generalised Scheme of Pref
erence (GSP) on June 19,
2023.

The current bilateral
trade between Pakistan and
the UK stands at a substan
tial $4.4 billion, and with the
implementation of the
DCTS, both nations antici
pate a significant boost in
trade volume and economic
cooperation, highlighted by

Minister Qamar.
It is projected that

Pakistan will save approxi
mately $120 million in ex
port tariffs under the
DCTS, which will facilitate
greater competitiveness for
Pakistani exporters in the
UK market.

This development is
seen as a positive step to
wards strengthening the
economic partnersh ip
between the two coun
tries.

Syed Naveed Qamar
said, under the DCTS, an
impressive 94% of goods
exported from Pakistan will

be eligible for dutyfree ac
cess to the UK.

This measure is ex
pected to encourage the ex
pansion of various sectors
within the Pakistani
economy, including textiles,
agriculture, and manufactur
ing, Minister Qamar’s re
marked.

Furthermore, Minis
ter Qamar acknowledged
that Pakistan’s “Enhanced
Preferences” status has
been retained, providing
the country with added
advantages in terms of
trade incentives and mar
ket access.

IT Ministry showcases
remarkable performance in

past five years: Minister
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Infor
mation Technology and
Telecommunication, Syed
Aminul Haque on Tues
day said that the Ministry
of IT has showcased re
markable performance in
the past five years, with the
initiation of several projects
and the continuous
progress of the department,
which has brought signifi
cant benefits to the nation.

During this period,
various institutions under
the ministry successfully
implemented ICT projects
of vital importance to pub
lic welfare and the
country’s development,
providing digital services to
more than 50 million indi
viduals nationwide he said
while addressing a cer
emony at the National Tele
communication Corpora
tion (NTC).

The minister also
spoke about the migration
of NTC’s exchanges to IP
(Internet Protocol) from
TDM (Time Division
Multiplexing) and copper
wires to optical fiber
cables.

The contract signing cer
emony for this transition took
place and was attended by
NTC’s Director Procurement
Kashif Nawaaz, and
Redtone’s Syed Ahsan Abbas,
along with NTC’s Managing
Director, Muraaj Gul.

Syed Aminul Haque
said that the Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication is
now embarking on another
revolutionary project under
the NTC.

According to the
project, the exchanges of
NTC will be converted to
IP (Internet Protocol) and
optical fiber cables from
TDM (Time Division
Multiplexing) and copper
wires in 26 major cities
across Pakistan, including
Karachi, Hyderabad,
Sukkur, Larkana, Dadu, and
Shikarpur, as well as other
cities in Punjab,
Balochistan, and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The minister further
added that this migration
will make NTC networks
more active, secure, and
faster than before. It will
significantly reduce com
plaints and technical issues
while also minimizing op
erational expenses.

Government institu
tions and departments, he
said, will be provided with
the best services and band
width in information and
communication technology,
along with data services.

Syed Aminul Haque
mentioned that the project
will cost more than Rs. 2
billion and is expected to be
completed within a year.
NTC will bear the entire

cost of the project, with
out any financial burden on
the national exchequer.

He highlighted a pre
vious project where 147
exchanges across the
country were converted
to IP and optical fiber
cables from TDM (Time
Division Multiplexing)
and copper wires, with a
cost of Rs 1.65 billion
from May 2018 to June
2020. The project has
been successfully com
pleted, and the related ex
changes are functioning
efficiently.

He expressed his sat
isfaction with the excellent
performance of NTC over
the past five years, which
has resulted in continuous
benefits.

He emphasized that
while upgrading its infra
structure to meet modern
demands, NTC is also
working for the welfare and
wellbeing of its employees.

The minister men
tioned a few noteworthy
projects, such as the estab
lishment of Disaster Recov
ery Centers in Lahore and
Islamabad with a cost of
Rs. 600 million from June
2019 to September 2021, as
well as the expansion of data
centers in Islamabad and
Lahore to meet growing de
mands with a cost of Rs.
647 million from March
2021 to June 2023.

Collector Customs says:
Technical glitches in
EFS to be removed

LAHORE (APP): Collec
tor Customs Lahore Saira
Agha on Tuesday assured
All Pakistan Textile Mills
Association (APTMA) of
removing the glitches in
Export Finance Scheme
(EFS) at the earliest to make
it user friendly to enhance
trading activities and im
prove the inflows of foreign
exchange in the country.

She was chairing a
workshop jointly orga

nized by the APTMA and
Collectorate of Customs
here at APTMA North
Zone office. Collector Cus
toms Sambarial Nayar
Shafiq and Additional Col
lector Farah Farooq also
accompanied her on the oc
casion. Chairman APTMA
North Zone Hamid Zaman,
Senior Vice Chairman
Kamran Arshad and Secre
tary General Raza Baqir
welcomed the team.

OGRA takes swift
action against violations

in LPG industry
ISLAMABAD (APP): In
a proactive move to en
sure compliance with
safety standards and
regulations in the Lique
fied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
industry, the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authori ty
(OGRA) Enforcement
Department, under the in
structions of Chairman
Masroor Khan,  con
ducted inspections on a
number of LPG plants in
collaboration with the lo
cal authority.

During the inspec
tions, a concerning dis
covery was made at one
part icular  LPG plant ,
which was found to be in
violation of OGRA guide
lines and compromising

safety measures, said a
news release on Tuesday.

The inspection re
vealed that  the LPG
plant, whose licensee is
responsible for adhering
to OGRA’s str ingent
guidelines, was engaged in
the filling of gas in sub
standard cylinders, bla
tantly disregarding safety
protocols that are in place
to protect the public and
ensure the safe handling
of LPG.

Furthermore, it was
discovered that cylinders
belonging to other repu
table companies, includ
ing PSO, were being ille
gally filled at this plant,
posing a serious risk to
consumers.

Swedish Embassy launches
report titled “Rebuild for

a resilient Pakistan”
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Embassy of Sweden in
Pakistan in partnership
with Business Sweden  the
Swedish Trade & Invest
Council hosted a report
launch event: “Rebuild for
a resilient Pakistan”.

The report discusses
how Team Sweden can
provide support in four
main categories: capacity
building; energy transi
tion; community infra
structure, transport  &
housing; and lastly, areas
around hazard monitoring,
forecasting and prediction

for a more proactive Paki
stan.

Henrik Persson, Am
bassador of Sweden to Pa
kistan, welcomed the
guests and said “Sweden
is committed to support
the people and govern
ment of Pakistan as they
continue to recover from
the widespread devasta
tion caused by the
country’s worst floods in
recent history. Rebuilding
basic infrastructure is of
high priority where Swe
den has the opportunity
to contribute with signifi

cant sustainable solutions
in a number of vital areas.
The report paints a pic
ture of a private sector that
is eager to help and that
sees opportunities coming
out of a difficult situation,
with a shared vision of co
operating to create the
right conditions for
growth and prosperity in
Pakistan for the future.”
Speaking at the occasion,
Emil Akander, Vice Presi
dent South and Southeast
Asia Business Sweden
said “Sweden is a power
house of innovation.
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Bilawal reiterates to follow
philosophy of Shaheed BB

Chairman Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari have reiterated to
follow the philosophy of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto for the su
premacy of the constitution
and parliament.

According to a news
statement issued by Media
Cell Bilawal House, Chair
man PPP paid tribute to the
first elected woman Prime
Minister of the Islamic
world, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, on her 70th
birth anniversary and said
that DukhtareMashriq
(Daughter of the East) was
a ray of light throughout her
life for the nation trapped
in darkness, and even today
her thoughts and philoso
phy are a beacon of light
for the country in difficult
situations.

He said due to the pre
vious regime, inflation and
unemployment have be
come uncontrollable in the
country, but to control
them and eradicate poverty,
the peoplefriendly phi
losophy of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
must be followed, adding
that in the past too, Paki
stan had to face difficult
situations many times, but
the people always believed
that no matter how tough
the situation, “Benazir
Aaegi, Rozgar Laaegi”

(Benazir will come, bring
employment).

“I assure the nation
that if the people gave the
mandate to our party in the
upcoming general elections,
the PPP government will
also create ample employ
ment opportunities in the
country, just like it was
done during the govern
ments of Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto,” he vowed.

Bilawal said that
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto was, truly,
a historymaking personal
ity and a movement, add
ing that if the plant of de
mocracy is growing in the

Benazir Bhutto was the first woman elected to lead
a Muslim state and was also Pakistan’s first, and

so far only, female prime minister

21st June: 70th birth anniversary of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto

Former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto’s 70th
birthday is being celebrated
today. Benazir Bhutto was
born on June 21, 1953, at
Karachi’s Pinto Hospital,
Pakistan. She was the eldest
child of former Premier
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and and
Begum Nusrat Bhutto.
Benazir served as the 11th
Prime Minister of Pakistan
in two nonconsecutive
terms from 1988 until 1990
and 1993 until 1996. She
was the first woman Prime
Minister of the Muslim
world.

She saw her country
unravel when her father’s
life was taken by the cruel
dictator. Then she wit
nessed her mother collect
the remnants of a hurting
nation, setting aside her
tragedy for the greater good
of the country.

Along with her mother,
the young and resilient first
daughter became a symbol

ing the country so that it
worked on laws, and not
the principle of “Might Is
Right.” Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto fought and won gen
eral elections to become the
first woman elected demo
cratically to lead a Muslim
country. The detractors of
democracy weren’t happy
with her election. But she
was just as unique as her
name. She stood firm
against all opposition and
continued her journey on
the path to democracy.

For the generation of
Pakistanis born after Gen
eral ZiaulHaq’s military
coup, Benazir was the
epitome of democracy and
diplomacy. Her political
objective was evident in her
slogan of ‘Ilm, Roshni, Sab
ko Kaam,’ coined for the
2007 Manifesto. She
wanted to establish a demo
cratic and a peaceful Paki
stan in which people can
live in harmony with equal

people and her country.
The fabric of Pakistani

democracy is inextricably
woven with her name. A
dictator like Pervez
Musharraf couldn’t keep
her away from her people
and her country for very
long. He had threatened her
“with dire consequences if
she returned to Pakistan” in
a phone call. He was re
sponsible for providing her
security as she came back
to her people, yet he replied
that provision of security
depended on “their mutual
understanding and rela
tions.” He not only failed
to ensure her security but
also played an active role
in endangering her life,
which led to her assassina
tion.

When she returned from
her exile in 2007 to a Paki
stan bloodied in terrorism,
the nation rejoiced and gave
her a hero’s welcome.

From Karachi to Kash

of resistance to the military
dictatorship of General
ZiaulHaq. Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto understood
the hardship of a righteous
life early on, as she was fre
quently put under house
arrest with her mother and
younger siblings.

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto understood the pain
his family would have to
suffer in the wake of his
extrajudicial hanging. In his
last letter to his daughter,
QuaideAwam writes,
“How does a condemned
prisoner write a letter of
birthday greetings to a beau
tiful and brilliant daughter
fighting for the life of her
father, being in bondage her
self, knowing that her
Mother is suffering the
same suffering as herself?
It is more than a matter of
communication. How
would the message of affec
tion and sympathy pass
from one prison bar to the
other, from one chain to the
other?”

Her father, Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s love
for Mohtarma Benazir was
overwhelming, comparable
only to his love for his coun
try and its people. He was
well aware of the dark era
that would ensue once he
wasn’t here anymore. He
was confident that she had
the talent, courage, and vi
sion to continue the mission

which he had been pre
vented from completing.

As he paid the price for
standing firm on his moral
principles and democratic
beliefs, Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto gave the respon
sibility in his death cell let
ter to his “dearest daugh
ter,” and she was thrust into
a leadership role, which she
undoubtedly lived up to.

Despite these heart
wrenching difficult condi
tions, Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto rose to the occasion
with grace, dignity, and
strength, undertaking land
mark steps for the peace and
progress of the country.

Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto continued the
legacy of her father as she
endeavored wholeheartedly
to make Pakistan a land of
her father’s dreams. A Pa
kistan, for which Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, her fa
ther had laid down his life.
Benazir felt and saw the
sorrows of her nation and
struggled to ensure democ
racy and justice, providing
equality to all, strengthen

opportunities to all. She
believed that Pakistan could
play an essential role in
bringing the world on one
platform and bring about
global peace.

It was during her gov
ernments, in 1988 and 1993
that for the first time in the
history of Pakistan, the
press and media were given
due rights by the freedom
of speech, and political op
ponents received due cov
erage. Political prisoners
were released, and student
unions were restored to en
sure the full effect of de
mocracy during the Prime
Ministership of Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto.

Under her leadership,
PPP strongly espoused
women’s rights and had
pledged to continue her
struggle. Shaheed Prime
Minister Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto empow
ered women and improved
the literacy rate. She
worked tirelessly to eradi
cate poverty, unemploy
ment, diseases and of
course, remove the black
stigma of terrorism from
Pakistan’s name. She was
the first Prime Minister in
the history of Pakistan to
introduce Lady Health
Workers (LHWs), women
only police stations, First
Women’s Bank, and ap
point lady judges to the
High Court.

She courageously
fought two military dicta
tors and emerged success
fully – an extraordinary, if
not unbelievable feat. She
rose to the daunting chal
lenges and obstacles in her
path, and openly chal
lenged the brutish govern
ments of General Ziaul
Haq and later General
Pervez Musharraf, nation
ally and internationally.
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
spent five years imprisoned
by her father’s tormentors
and tyrants who had im
prisoned the entire nation.
She spent many years in
solitary confinement and
was exiled from Pakistan.
And yet she rose. She rose
to become the Prime Min
ister of Pakistan, not once
but twice. Prime Minister
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
was ousted from legitimate
governments – twice – by
elements that could not tol
erate the forwardlooking
nation Pakistan was becom
ing under her guidance. She
never surrendered her vision
or gave up hope on her

mir, all of Pakistan wel
comed the Daughter of
Destiny, home to her
people. Her jalsas pulled in
massive crowds as the
people of Pakistan pre
pared to overthrow another
dictator, rallying together
under the leadership of
their beloved Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. On Octo
ber 18th, 2007, people
came out in droves in
Karachi for the most promi
nent political rally the na
tion had ever seen, welcom
ing her back as a ray of hope
against the dictator
Musharraf.

“I put my life in danger
and came here because I feel
this country is in danger.
People are worried. We will
bring the country out of this
crisis.” Said Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
during the Liaquat Bagh
jalsa on 27th December
2007 in Rawalpindi. These
astute words from what
was to be Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto’s last jalsa, because
she was brutally assassi
nated shortly after uttering
these words.

She dreamt of a pros
perous and developed Pa
kistan. However,
Mohtarma had also fore
seen the declining situation
of the world caused by in
creasing extremism and ter
rorism. She used to warn
the world against the pro
motion of the extremism
and militancy for any po
litical gain. She was of the
opinion that, “Extremism
today is a challenge. A chal
lenge we must collectively
seek to understand and
overcome before it over
comes and consumes us and
leaves destruction in its
wake.” Had the world lis
tened to Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
and understood her vision,
today the monster of ex
tremism and terrorism
would have been defeated
across the nation.

A suicide attacker took
the life of a brave, charis
matic, and visionary leader,
who lived and died for the
people of Pakistan.
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
fell victim to the dark forces
of tyranny and terrorism in
Pakistan. She was martyred
during the jalsa at Liaquat
Bagh, Rawalpindi. Ironi
cally, the first Prime Min
ister of Pakistan, Liaquat
Ali Khan was also martyred

at this very place
Once again, Pakistan

lost a dynamic leader, who
was later given the title of
ShaheedeJamhooriyat, as
her life was cruelly taken.
The days after her assassi
nation were long and dark,
as the nation became uncer
tain about its future. As fear
of a bleak and terrifying to
morrow set in, Pakistanis
wept.

From Karachi to
Peshawar, shops and busi
nesses closed early. Pro
testors set tires on fire on
the roads, expressing their
anger and frustration with
General Musharraf’s in
competence at protecting
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto.  Violence
also broke out in Lahore,
Multan, and Rawalpindi
where grieving supporters
and angry protestors took
to the streets. There were
widespread reports of self
immolation and mass hys
teria ensued. The nation was
inconsolable.

This was when Asif Ali
Zardari said ‘Pakistan
Khappay’ to everyone who
was disillusioned and dis
heartened. He held up the
ideals of democracy, pro
gressivism, and egalitarian
ism in Pakistan, and the
country will never forget
his untiring efforts for these
causes.

Mohtarma’s fearless
journey was cut short in the
form of her untimely assas
sination, which was a cow
ardly act by the extremists.
PPP continues its struggle
to make her dreams come
true. Benazir Bhutto was a
great visionary leader, who
was an inspiring beacon
not only for Pakistan, but
also for women all over the
world. We can promote her
vision by conducting re
search on different aspects
of her life particularly her
political career.

She always wanted to
empower women in the
country. The First
Women’s Bank and
Women’s police stations
are just a few projects to
name she introduced in Pa
kistan for females.

Meanwhile Central
President of Pakistan
Peoples Party’s Women

Wing and Member of Sindh
Assembly, Faryal Talpur
has said that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
won the hearts of the
people due to her political
wisdom, untiring struggle
and unparalleled sacrifices,
which will always be re
membered in the history.

In her statement issued
on the 70th birth anniver
sary of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, Faryal
Talpur said that a brave,
humble and historymaking
leaders like her are born af
ter the centuries.

She said that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
tremendously loved party
workers and the people of
Pakistan. The way she
played the role of a daugh
ter, wife, mother and leader
despite living a very hectic
and difficult life, is the best
example for all of us.

In fact, Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
played the role of a teacher
for us in every respect, and
taught us to fight for the
rights of the people, and not
to hesitate any kind of sac
rifice for their sake

Faryal Talpur said that
as the living nations never
forget their leaders, there
fore the Pakistani people
also remember her every
day. She congratulated the
entire nation, including
the people around the
world, on the 70th birth
day of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. She further
said that it is a matter of sat
isfaction for the entire na
tion that today Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is
actively and passionately
working for the prosper
ity of the people and the
glory of Pakistan by hold
ing the flag of her mission to
serve the people of Paki
stan.

country today, it is the fruit
of the long and tireless
struggle and sacrifices of
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto. He pointed
out that after the martyr
dom of the QuaideAwam
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto played a
key role in strengthening
democratic institutions in
the country and the promo
tion of equality in society.

The Chairman PPP
said that the best way to
pay homage to Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
is to follow her vision and
philosophy and associate
oneself with the struggle to

complete her incomplete
mission.

He said that the mis
sion of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto is to estab
lish the supremacy of the
constitution and law in Pa
kistan, strengthen demo
cratic institutions, eliminate
poverty from the country
and create a society where
tolerance, equality and har
mony prevail.

“The time has come for
every one of us  the patri
otic Pakistanis to put for
ward the ‘Benazir Agenda’
for the progress and devel
opment, prosperity, stabil
ity and upliftment of the
country,” he urged.

Remembering Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s Legacy
By Bashir Riaz

Sixteen years after the martyrdom of Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto, “Zinda hai BB, zinda hai” still echoes in political
rallies and every day, in the hearts of her partyworkers.
I often think that indeed, Shaheed BB still lives in our
thoughts and memories. Every year, June 21 is marked as
her birthday and cakes are cut to pay tribute to this
phenomenal woman, who was the pride of Pakistan na
tionally and internationally. Despite a known threat to
her life, she chose to return to her people for the sake of
democracy and rule of law. Her sacrifice will be remem
bered in the history of Pakistan forever as part of Bhutto
family’s irrefutable contribution towards the restoration
of democracy.

During her tenure as the Prime Minister, she created
employment opportunities and helped numerous people
who had nowhere else to turn to. She even financially
supported needy people from personal charity, such as
the caretaker of Pak Tea House, which was a space of
freedom where political, intellectual and artistic culture
flourished. Today, all those whose lives she touched re
member her with deep respect. Shaheed BB is an example
of a true leader who stays alive in the hearts of the people
long after leaving this world. Her generosity is also evi
dent in her ideology of reconciliation instead of revenge.

Today, this legacy of respect in politics should be a
lesson for everyone about promoting a culture of toler
ance in politics. There are countless instances from the
life of Shaheed BB that are a testimony to her courage and

struggles for democracy. She never gave in to the pres
sures of the military regime and firmly stood by her ide
ologies, almost as an article of faith— she protected her
vision with her life. On 14 January 1984, Shaheed BB
reached Heathrow airport in London after five years of jail
and housearrest where she received a very warm welcome
from her supporters. On this occasion, she spoke to the
media and said, “Pakistan is my homeland. I will live and
die there. I have come to Britain to seek medical treatment.
In Zia’s martial law, I stayed in confinement for five years
and now I am breathing freely in a free country. After
consultation with party leaders here, I will decide on the
future course of action. Pakistan People’s Party does not
belong to any single individual but it belongs to the people
of Pakistan. I will return to Pakistan as soon as my treat
ment ends.” After the surgery of her ear, she increased the
intensity of her struggle against the Zia regime in London.

Only a few days after arriving in London, I received a
call from Sanam Bhutto that BB was looking  for me.
Shaheed BB asked me if I wanted to work with her as her
spokesperson. I was humbled by this proposal and ac
cepted. I responded that I would try my best to do justice
to this position. It was her guidance that taught me a lot
and gave me a fulfilling mission in life.

The international media gave a voice to her struggle for
democracy on the world stage. A newspaper from Den
mark introduced Shaheed BB in these words, “Who knew
that a graduate of Harvard and Oxford, tall, slender and
sophisticated ‘Princess of the East’, would become a sym
bol of unity for the people of Pakistan?”

Whenever she spoke about her struggles against the
oppression of the military regime, there were never tears in

her eyes and she never wallowed in selfpity. When she
would talk about her time in jail, she always remembered
her party workers awaiting punishment in the Pakistani
jails. She never forgot the need to fight for her people,
staying true to the legacy of her father, Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. She said that we have to end this autocracy and
if this can be achieved by her going to jail then she would
do it again and again. She raised her voice for a democratic
Pakistan on multiple forums internationally and helped to
establish a strong base for the Pakistan People’s Party
around the globe.

In 1986, she rendered everyone speechless when dur
ing a television interview she said that despite the oppres
sive tactics of General Zia, she would not resort to politics
of revenge. The TV anchor repeated his question and asked
that despite the fact that Zia hanged her father and kept her
in jail, she will not take revenge? She replied she did not
believe in revenge and this was the difference between Zia
and her.

On 10 April 1986, when BB landed in Lahore, she
asked me to exit first and see the situation regarding police
behaviour. The area was surrounded by police and along
with some other party leaders, I became a part of the
historic welcome procession that reached MinarePaki
stan for a jalsa. In the general elections of 1988, the victory
of the Pakistan People’s Party was a watershed moment
when democracy won against terror and oppression.
Shaheed BB became the first woman Prime Minister in the
Muslim World, a proud moment for everyone who sup
ported a progressive and democratic Pakistan.

Shaheed BB had clearly decided that she would not
resort to any vengeful acts against the widow of General
Zia or his family. She instructed her party workers as well
to maintain an attitude of respect towards their rivals. She
set a unique example for the future political leaders of our
country, staying true to her great political stature, by for
giving her rivals. Her legacy is a lesson that verbal or physi
cal abuse, personally maligning opponents or other modes
of vengeance should be discouraged by political leaders.
They should remember the conduct of Shaheed BB and
refrain from stooping low to the level of common ruffians.

As I look back, I recall aspects of BB’s personality
that I was fortunate to witness personally. Her generous
and empathetic nature is evident from her behaviour with
others. She regularly celebrated my birthday until Decem
ber 2007, the year she passed away, and now only her
memories are left behind. In an international conference in
Portugal, she was paid tribute in these words, “Amongst
all the stars in the sky, you alone are the shining star.”
Only if Shaheed BB were alive today, the radiance of her
generous personality and political brilliance would have
lit our country on the world map many years ago. On this
occasion of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s birthday, let’s re
member this great political leader and her legacy of self
lessness, respect, and steadfastness on her ideology for
her land where the tree of democracy is flourishing today,
nourished with the blood of Bhuttos.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo along with several Federal
Ministers, Senior Officials of Islamabad Police and District Administration after the ground-breaking
ceremony of National Police Hospital in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf inaugurat-
ing the Ground-Breaking Ceremony of Bagh-e-Dastoor at D-Chowk.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Sweden to Pakistan
Emil Akander addressing during an event entitled
“Rebuild for a Resilient Pakistan” under the slo-
gan of Enabling a safe and sustainable Restoration
of Pakistan in Alliance with Sweden, at Serena
Hotel in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz laying the foundation stone of upgradation
and rehabilitation of Sikander e Azam Road.

ISLAMABAD: Charge d affairs the Embassy of
United Arab Emirates Rashid Al Ali handover food
packages to deserving People under the banner of
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foun-
dation, at Tarnol area in Federal Capital.

PTI should be awarded
punishment on May 9

incident: Khurram

ANF seize drugs
worth over $22m in

nationwide operations

PM assures utilization of resources
to strengthen, facilitate police force

Yadgar, Bagh-e-Dastoor, a
symbolic tribute to Pakistan’s

constitutional ideals: Raja
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Speaker National Assem
bly Raja Pervez Ashraf has
said that YadgareDastoor
& BagheDastoor were
envisioned as symbolic ini
tiatives intended to honor,
and uphold the principles
enshrined in Pakistan’s
constitution.

They would stand as
a testament to the country’s
unwavering dedication to
democracy, justice, and the
rule of law, he said while
presiding over the 8th meet
ing of the Advisory Com
mittee constituted to over
see the preparations of the
Golden Jubilee of the Con
stitution here in Parliament
House.

During the meeting,
the committee thoroughly
examined and deliberated
upon the proposed designs
of YadgareDastoor pre

sented by the Capital De
velopment Authority. After
extensive consultation and
voting among the Mem
bers, a final design was se
lected and approved.

The meeting also ap
proved the basic design of
BagheDastoor but in
structed CDA to present a
comprehensive working
design that encompassed all
aspects.

Furthermore, the con
cerned body was directed
to ensure that the design
aligns fully with the funda
mental structure of the
Constitution.

During the discussion
on the restoration of the
Old National Assembly
Hall, he emphasized neces
sity for collective efforts
from all stakeholders and
urged for the immediate

commencement of restora
tion process.

In response to the sug
gestion of the Speaker of the
National Assembly, the Ad
visory Committee formed
a twomember committee
to oversee the aspects of
awarding and technicalities
involved in the restoration
process. The Advisory
Committee emphasized
importance of strictly ad
hering to austerity mea
sures during the execution
of all commemorationre
lated activities, as was prac
ticed in the past.

Besides Speaker, the
meeting was attended by
MNAs Engr. Sabir Hussain
Kaim Khani, Dr.Nafisa
Shah, Mohsin Dawar,
Asiya Azeem , Senior of
ficers from NA, CDA,
NADRA and NCA.

Speakers for taking measures
to legalize border trade

IIUI, YJA hold
interactive dialogue on

media, academia linkage

Pakistan Hajj Mission’s
Aziziyah Hospital treating
over 5,000 pilgrims daily

IHC extends
stay order in
toshakhana

case
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday ex
tended its stay order till
tomorrow on the proceed
ing of trial court in the
toshakhana criminal case
against PTI’s Chairman
Imran Khan.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the case
wherein Imran Khan’s
Lawyer Khawaja Harris
continued his arguments.

Petitioner’s lawyer
gave references of various
court orders and said that it
was essential to move a
complaint within 120 days
after such incident.

He said that only the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) was autho
rized to file the complaint,
adding that proper proce
dure had not been followed
in this case.

The lawyer continued
his arguments after which
the court adjourned further
hearing of the case till to
morrow.

49 Corona cases
reported in week: NIH

IHC instructs
ECP to hear
objections

of PTI
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday set aside
the showcause notice of
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) in the
prohibited funding case and
instructed the body to de
cide the matter again after
hearing the objections of the
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI).

IHC’s Justice Babar
Sattar announced the ver
dict after hearing arguments
against the petition from
both sides. The court said
that all requirements for a
fair trial should be com
pleted.

At the outset of the
hearing, the court asked the
ECP’s official why the
commission continued pro
ceeding as per the judgment
of the larger bench.

ECP’s lawyer said that
no action had been initiated
against the petitioner under
the showcause notice,
adding that other witnesses
had been summoned for
testimony. The court re
marked that why not the
petitioner should be given
an opportunity to be heard.
The further hearing of the
case was then adjourned.

IHC summons
chairman

OGRA
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday sum
moned Chairman OGRA
Masroor Khan in a personal
capacity in a matter per
taining to his letter to the
IHC’s Chief Justice for the
meeting.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq, hearing the matter,
remarked that respect for
the judiciary should be ob
served. Chairman OGRA’s
lawyer on the occasion also
expressed regret in the mat
ter. In matters pertaining to
OGRA, the chief justice
remarked that the standing
committees shouldn’t use
the powers equal to the
courts as their prime re
sponsibility was to view
the legislation process.

Court initiates
procedure to
declare Swati

absconder
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
lower court here on Tues
day initiated a procedure to
declare PTI’s Leader Azam
Khan Swati as absconder
due to his continuous dis
appearance in controversial
tweet case. Special Judge
Central Muhammad Azam
Khan announced the verdict
and ordered to issue an ad
vertisement for summon of
the accused. The Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA)’official submitted
execution report to the
court regarding the summon
notices at the both resi
dences of Azam Swati.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Pakistan Hajj Medical
Mission’s main hospital
here at Aziziyah, in collabo
ration with Saudi authori
ties, has been providing
medical facilities to over
5,000 pilgrims daily.

Besides the main hos
pital, nine dispensaries
manned by some 521 doc
tors and paramedical staff
were providing free of
charge medical assistance to
the Hajj pilgrims in the holy
city, Brig Dr. Shahamad Ali,
Director of Pakistan Hajj
Medical Mission told APP
on Tuesday.

He said the Pakistani
pilgrims were residing in

nine sectors, each with its
own dispensary which re
mained open round the
clock to serve the pilgrims.

Dr Shamshad said a
sizeable number of Paki
stani pilgrims were elderly
or those with chronic con
ditions such as diabetes,
asthma, hypertension and
heart ailments, necessitat
ing frequent medical exami
nation and care throughout
their stay in Makkah and
Madinah.

He said the 32bed
hospital was equipped with
modern facilities such as a
stateoftheart laboratory,
xray machine, pharmacy
and dentistry services.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Health officials on Tuesday
said that 49 new
Coronavirus cases were re
ported during the last week
across the country.

As per the data shared
by the National Institute of
Health (NIH), the case posi
tivity ratio was 0.40 per
cent while five patients were
in critical condition. One
death was reported from
the Coronavirus last week
while 12,232 Covid19
tests were conducted.

Meanwhile, Minister
for National Health Ser
vices, Regulations, and Co
ordination, Abdul Qadir
Patel said the government
has strengthened the role of
Border and Health Services
in Pakistan to deal with any
subvariant of Covid19.

The minister said
there was a surveillance

system at all entry points
of the country including air
ports. There will be rapid
tests and screening of pas
sengers at all airports, he
added. He added 90 percent
of the country’s population
already got the Covid19
vaccine. “An efficient sys
tem with a proper manage
ment team is fully func
tional in the country to re
main vigilant and is ready
to make an emergency plan
to deal with any subvari
ant of Covid19,” the min
ister added. He said the Bor
der and Health Services Pa
kistan was ensuring the
implementation of interna
tional health regulations.

He said that in case of
any untoward situation,
the health system was fully
prepared to deal with any
subvariant of the Omicron
variant of Covid19.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday said the
incumbent government
would utilize all possible
resources to upgrade the
capacity and performance
of the Islamabad Capital
Territory Police by extend
ing different facilities.

Addressing a stone
laying ceremony of the Na
tional Police Hospital at
Police Lines, the prime min
ister appreciated the sacri
fices and contributions of
the police force.

He said the entire na

tion felt pride over the po
lice force as they were the
protectors of the nation
and expressed the confi
dence that the police force
would not tolerate any
lapse in maintaining law and
order.

The prime minister
assured to strengthen the
skills and capacity of the
police force and all the rec
ommendations in that  re
gard would be fulfilled de
spite economic constraints.

On the occasion, the
prime minister also un
veiled plaques for Dolphin
and SPU Headquarters and

an educational institute for
the families of the police
force projects. Minister for
Planning Ahsan Iqbal, Min
ister for Federal Education
and Training Rana Tanveer
Hussain, Minister for Inte
rior Rana Sanaullah, parlia
mentarians, ambassadors
and a large number of po
lice officers and jawans were
present.

Appreciating the ef
forts of interior minister, the
prime minister said the plan
for the establishment of
Dolphin force in Islamabad
should be immediately pre
pared on the pattern he had

introduced in the Punjab
province with the assistance
of Turkiye.

Instructors from
Turkiye should be brought
to impart training and a
comprehensive programme
in that regard should be in
troduced, he added.

The prime minister
further said that a hospital
for the police force and their
families in Islamabad
should have been con
structed in the past. Now,
the police force and their
families would be provided
with the latest health and
educational facilities.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The speakers at a semi-
nar titled ‘Develop-
ments in Balochistan’
Tuesday called for tak-
ing measures to legalize
border trade in the prov-
ince so that a major pie
of economy would
made formal.

The seminar orga-
nized by Islamabad
Policy Research Insti-
tute.

Former Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Jam
Kamal, Senator Anwar-
ul-Haq Kakar, former
federal minister
Zubeida Jalal, MNA
Danesh Kumar, MPA
Sanaullah Baloch and
Sarfaraz Bugti were the
panelist of the seminar,
said a news release.

President IPRI
Amb. Raza Muhammad
highlighted the need to
shorten distance be-
tween the elite and the
downtrodden in the

province, which was
ironically rich in natu-
ral resources and human
dynamics, urging upon
the need to sit together
and resolve differences.

Jam Kamal said
that the stakeholders
and common strata links
must be restored in or-
der to restore the
people’s confidence in
the province.

He said that pov-
erty level in Balochistan
was more in cost as
compared to other areas
of the country because
there was negligible in-
frastructure in the prov-
ince. “This leads to in-
surgency as deprivation
is cashed by vested
forces,” he elucidated.

Sarfaraz Bugti said
that small things could
make a bigger differ-
ence, and it was time to
start a new.

He said that unpar-
alleled development
was not specific to

Balochistan, but making
it an excuse for violence
was unacceptable.

He said that there
were two paradigms,
on e  se cur i ty  a nd
other development in
the  pr o vince .  MNA
Danesh Kumar talked
about the homogeneity
of the society, adding
there was no discrimina-
tion with the minorities,
especially Hindu popu-
lation of the province.

He demanded the
government to allocate
sufficient funds for
Balochistan to develop
the province at par with
other areas of the coun-
try. Kumar proudly
shared that minorities
were free to practice
their religion in the
province . Sanaullah
Baloch said that taking
into account the mega
development projects
were need of the hour to
uplift the lives of people
in the province.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In
ternational Islamic Univer
sity Islamabad (IIUI) and
Young Journalist Associa
tion (YJA) Tuesday agreed
to initiate mutual coopera
tion in the fields of profes
sional training, media dia
logues and academia and
media linkages.

An interactive dia
logue between IIUI and
YJA was conducted here at
the new campus of the uni
versity that was chaired by
President IIUI Dr. Hathal
Homoud Alotaibi.

It was also attended
by Vice President Female
Campus, Dr. Samina
Malik, Vice President Ad
ministration and Finance
Dr. Nabi Bux Jumani, Head
of the Department of Me
dia and Communication
Studies Dr. Inam ur
Rehman, Officers of Pro
tocol and Public Relations,
senior journalist  Zafar
Sipra , office bearers of
YJA including its President
Yousaf Khan, Sr. Vice
President, Hafiz Usman
Mughal, Vice President,
Adnan Arif, Secretary In
formation,  Fasiha Satti,
Members Governing
Body,  Zameer Asadi, Ms
Shama Danish and Ch.
Gulzar Naz.

Speaking on the occa
sion, Dr. Hathal Hamoud
Alotaibi said that the uni
versity had been put on
the track of academic ex
cellence and infrastructural

development in recent
three years.

He mentioned that the
university had shined in all
leading global university
rankings. The president
said that IIUI had a distinc
tive vision across the Mus
lim world and its services
were focused to address
the issues of societies
through research and dia
logue.

He said that the uni
versity had academic fig
ures and world acclaimed
experts  and they were nur
turing the Muslim World
youth as per modern
needs.

The president also
mentioned the importance
of media in dissemination
of the varsity’s vision as
well as he discussed the
positive use of social and
digital media. Talking about
the youth, the president
said the students were the
prime focus of university
and the IIUI was focusing
on producing skilled youth
equipped with the knowl
edge of latest market trends.
He said that since he joined
the university, the manage
ment faced several chal
lenges that were addressed
through the newly prepared
strategic plan.

Dr. Hathal assured of
maximum cooperation in
the joint collaborations
with the practicing journal
ists and encouraged the
ideas related to media.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Energy
Khurram Dastgir Khan on
Tuesday said the punish
ment should be awarded to
PTI workers and leaders
for violating the law and
order in the country on
May 9.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said the
PTI chief has promoted the
politics of agitation during
the period of last four
years, adding that May 9
incidents have eliminated
Pakistan TehreekeInsaf

(PTI) from the country’s
politics as its leaders and
party workers were found
guilty of committing crimes
by attacking state institu
tions.

Replying to a ques
tion, he said there is no rift
among the coalition groups
the PMLN despite politi
cal differences is running
the affairs of the govern
ment in a befitting manner.
Under the democratic sys
tem, he said difference of
opinion is the beauty of poli
tics and a routine matter.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Anti Narcotics Force
(ANF) has conducted a se
ries of successful operations
throughout the country, re
sulting in the seizure of a
significant amount of drugs
with an estimated value of
over $22 million in the in
ternational market.

The operations led to
the arrest of 38 individuals,
including two women and
two foreigners, while also
impounding 14 vehicles,
said a spokesperson of
ANF.

In total, the seized
drugs amounted to 731.615
kilograms and included vari
ous substances.

The breakdown of the
seized drugs is as follows:
53 kilograms of opium,
136.72 kilograms of heroin,
521.413 kilograms of hash
ish, 15.650 kilograms of
methamphetamine (also
known as ice), 4.750 kilo
grams of weed, and 82
grams of ecstasy tabs (140
tablets).

ANF Balochistan
conducted four operations,
resulting in the recovery of
240.75 kilograms of drugs
and 4 kilograms of sus

pected drugs.
Five individuals in

volved in drug smuggling
were arrested, and a vehicle
was impounded. The
seized drugs in Balochistan
included 50 kilograms of
heroin, 186 kilograms of
hashish, and 4.750 kilo
grams of weed.

ANF Punjab carried
out nine operations, lead
ing to the recovery of
215.132 kilograms of drugs.

Thirteen individuals,
including a woman, were
arrested, and four vehicles
were impounded. The
seized drugs in Punjab con
sisted of 33.600 kilograms
of opium, 0.720 kilograms
of heroin, and 180.812 ki
lograms of hashish.

In ANF Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), ten
operations resulted in the
recovery of 181.781 kilo
grams of drugs. Five indi
viduals involved in drug
smuggling were appre
hended, and two vehicles
were seized.

The seized drugs in
KPK included 14.400 kilo
grams of opium, 84 kilo
grams of heroin, 76.631 ki
lograms of hashish.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Defence presiding over a meeting of the committee at Parlia-
ment House.

PTA urges safe, responsible
use of social media

content, as it threatens cul
tural and ethical values.

Moreover, the online
platforms themselves are
vulnerable to various risks.
Users who are unaware of
local laws and community
guidelines often fall victim
to financial fraud, encoun
ter online predators.

, or engage in illegal
activities that can lead to
legal consequences.

To ensure public con
venience and safety, the ar
ticle stresses the impor
tance of following the nec
essary guidelines for the
responsible use of social
media. Users are advised
to exercise caution when
sharing content and pro
tect personal informa
tion. It emphasized that
while sharing information
on social media may only
take seconds, once up
loaded, it becomes a per
manent part of our digi
tal footprint and can be ex
ploited for negative pur
poses.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The
Pakistan Telecommunica
tion Authority (PTA) has
released guidelines high
lighting the significance of
safe and responsible use of
social media due to its in
creasing popularity and the
potential risks it poses to
public convenience.

In an article titled
“Principles, Responsibili
ties, and Ethics of Social
Media,” Director
Muhammad Farooq em
phasizes the profound im
pact of social media on so
ciety, both positive and
negative. While these plat
forms offer numerous ben
efits such as digital literacy,
access to local content, busi
ness opportunities, and in
stant information, they also
have the capacity to under
mine our social and moral
values. One of the primary
concerns highlighted in the
article is the challenge of
addressing false, defama
tory, misleading, inappro
priate, and hateinducing
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