
Ph: 2841470/2841473 REG: No. BC-116 B/ID-445 Vol:  XXIV No.  289, Zee’qad 19, 1444 AH   Friday June 09, 2023 Pages 12, Price Rs.15

Independent
Daily VOICE OF MASSES ABC Certified

Chief Editor: Syed Farooq Shah Quetta

      Simultaneously published from Quetta, Gwadar, Hub, Karachi, Islamabad

Member APNS & CPNE

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Ishaq Dar pre-
sents Economic Survey for fiscal year 2022-23 during a press conference.

LAHORE: Senior Politician Jahangir Tareen an-
nounces new political party named ‘Istehkam-e-
Pakistan Party’ (IPP) during a press conference.

ISLAMABAD: State Minister of Turkmenistan and Head of Turkmengaz,
Maksat Babayev and Minister of State for Metroleum of Pakistan, Dr.
Musaddiq Malik signing TAPI Joint Implementation Plan meanwhile Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnesses the signing.

QUETTA: Provincial Minister Mir Naseebullah Marri, MPAs Mir Zabid Ali
Reki,  Sana Baloch and Sardar Khan meeting with Speaker Balochistan
Assembly Mir Jan Muhammad Khan Jamali

TURBAT: Governor Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar presiding
over a review meeting during his visit of University of Turbat

QUETTA: Inspector General Prisons Shuja Kasi
meeting with Home Minister Mir Ziaullah Lango

Unveils Pakistan Economic Survey 2022-23

Govt rescued crippling economy, averted default
in face of serious inherited challenges: Dar

Says Rupee’s real value is around Rs 240/$; GDP posted a growth of 0.29% in FY23
ISLAMABAD (Online):
The government’s eco-
nomic team headed by Fi-
nance Minister Ishaq Dar
told  Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day while presenting the
Economic Survey 2022-23
that there is no quick fix,
but the decline of the
economy has been stopped
and the risk of default has
been averted.

He maintained his argu-
ment, however, that the
rupee’s real value is in the
240s against the dollar

“We have stopped the
decline of the economy and
have prevented Pakistan
from default. Now our ob-
jective is 3.5% growth for
next year,” said Dar. “The
baseline is core inflation,
which is in the range of 16-
20%. The world over the

core inflation is followed
and not the headline infla-
tion,” he added.

Unveiling the Eco-
nomic Survey, the finance
minister said that the fiscal
year 2022-23 was a diffi-
cult year for the economy.
There are 17 chapters in the
economic survey on differ-
ent sectors of the economy.
The report discusses in de-
tail sectoral, socio-eco-

nomic development, agri-
culture, manufacturing, en-
ergy, IT, capital market,
health, education and trans-
port sectors.

“Pakistan was the 24th
largest economy in 2017,
but has now dropped to the
47th position,” said Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar, adding
that, “For the restoration of
the economy, we have made
a plan, our objective is to

restore macroeconomic sta-
bility, we need to bring it
back to  what it  was in
2017.”

Higher international
commodity prices (crude
oil, edible oil, pulses etc),
global supply disruptions,
damages of major and mi-
nor crops due to flood, cur-
rency depreciation, admin-

Continued on page 2

BAP not to become part of federal budget session:

CM announces boycott of
federal budget session
of NA starting today

President BAP and Chief Minister directs members of National
Assembly and Senate not to participate in budget session; urges Asif
Ali Zardari, Maulana Fazlur Rehman, Sardar Akhtar Mengal and

other national leaders of province to support our stance
Independent Report

QUETTA: In yet another
major development after
boycott of the meeting of
National Economic Coun-
cil (NEC), the President of
ruling Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) and Chief
Minister, Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo  has an-
nounced to boycott of the
federal budget session of
the National Assembly due
to commence today (Fri-
day).

In an official statement
issued here on Thursday,
Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo has asserted that
the BAP would not become

part of the federal budget
session.

It may be mentioned
here that Chief Minister has
already boycotted the NEC
meeting held in Islamabad
couple of days earlier due
to “non-cooperative” and
“cold” attitude of the fed-
eral government towards
the province.

The Chief Minister
maintained that the mem-
bers of National Assembly
and Senators would not be
participating in the federal
budget session.

In this regard, clear di-
rectives have been issued to
the members of NA and

Senate belonging to BAP
for not attending the bud-
get session.

He warned that the
MNAs and Senators of the
party would be de-seated
on violation of the party
policy by taking disciplin-
ary action against them.

The Chief Minister
mentioned that the NEC’s
meeting was also boycotted
due to the “attitude” of the
federal government. And
the reason behind boycott
of the budget session is also
the cold attitude of the fed-
eral government with

Continued on page 2

Directs to launch Health Cards instantly:

CM bans holding of inaugural
ceremonies of development

projects in Balochistan
Independent Report

QUETTA: The Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Abdul
Quddus Bizenjo has imposed a ban on holding of the
inaugural ceremonies of the development projects in the
province.

According to an official communique issued here
on Thursday, the Chief Minister directed the provincial
ministers, members of provincial assembly and govern-
ment high ups to avoid from holding of the foundation
stone laying and inaugural sessions of the projects.

He asserted that the public works are done with the
resources of the masses and public exchequer. The credit
of these projects should not be given to anyone but it is
right of the people, adding he stressed.

The Chief Minister asserted that the inauguration
of public nature development projects is nothing but
sheer wastage of public resources and machinery

He also said that it doesn’t create a good impression
from publicity and pictures of the inauguration of projects
and solution of the problems is important instead of the
apparent publicity and show-off, he maintained.

He said that it is our responsibility to reach the fruits
of development process.

He said that the development projects are the right of
people and it is not a sort of any kindness.

Moreover, the Chief Minister directed to launch the
Balochistan Health Card Programme at the earliest. He
also directed not to hold any inaugural ceremony of the
initiation of Health Card Programme.

Governor visits Turbat University:

Concrete steps being taken to
materialize dream of literate

& developed Balochistan

TAPI project to strengthen
energy security of

Pakistan, region: PM
Pakistan, Turkmenistan sign joint
implementation plan to execute

TAPI gas pipeline project

CJP back in action to
revive ‘pre-May 9 position’

Protest of Govt & varsities’ teachers echoed in session:

Opposition leader accuses of
Govt. of not realizing funds

for current year PSDP Two policemen among
three martyred in Swat

Jahangir Tareen launches
Istehkam-i-Pakistan Party

with PTI defectors

Imran’s arrogance
& ego cause party’s

disintegration,
says Marriyum

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting on
Thursday said the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) dis-
integrated due to arrogance,
ego and stubbornness of its
chief who himself had de-
stroyed his own politics.

She cited a famous cou-
plet of an Urdu poet on her
Twitter handle, referring to
the current state of the PTI
and its chief.

“Dil Kay Phapholay
Jhal Uthay Seenay Kay
Dagh Sy, Is Ghar Ko Aag
Lag Gai Ghar Kay Chiragh
Sy,” the minister said in the
tweet while calling out the
PTI chief for his arrogance
and ego.

“The house of cards
based on the idols of arro-
gance, ego and selfishness
has faced a sudden col-
lapse. The PTI is now spir-
itless with the departure of
those who had laid the
party’s foundations,”
Marriyum said.

She said the “arrogant
man” had once stated that
joining or quitting of the
people did not matter for
the party but he himself
had now become a lesson
for others (after the depar-
ture of his party leaders).

Pakistan’s total
foreign reserves
reach $9.33bln

KARACHI (APP): The
total liquid foreign reserves
of Pakistan stood at
US$9,334.8 million while
reserves held by the central
bank reached  US$3,912.2
million.

The State Bank of Pa-
kistan, in a statement issued
here on Thursday, informed
that foreign reserves of the
central bank decreased by
US$179 million to
US$3,912.2 million due to
external debt repayment in
the week ended on June 02,
2023. Meanwhile, net for-
eign reserves held by com-
mercial banks  stood at
US$5,422.6 million, it
added.

GoB disburses
Rs 19.6b for

education
in FY 2022-23

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Balochistan govern-
ment has allocated an
amount of Rs 19.6 billion
for higher education and
secondary education, pro-
vided for 503 on-going and
237 new development
projects during the financial
year 2022-23.

According to Economic
Survey 2022-23 unveiled
here Thursday, the amounts
of Rs 8.8 billion and Rs 10.8
billion were earmarked for
the higher and secondary
education, respectively.

During the financial
year 2022-23, multiple
meas u r es  h ave  b een
taken in  the Education
sector including
Balochistan Education Sec-
tor Plan (2020-25), prior-
ity areas are governance and
management, reforming
data and research, access
and  p ar t ic ip a t ion ,
childcare and welfa re ,
assessment and examina-
tion and teaching and learn-
ing.

Cabinet meets
today to approve
federal budget

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal cabinet will meet
today (Friday) under the
Prime Minister (PM)
Shebaz Sharif to accord ap-
proval to the federal bud-
get for the next financial
year of 2023-24.

The meeting will take
place in parliament house.
Finance Minister (FM)
Ishaq Dar along with his
economic team will give
detailed briefing in the meet-
ing on the salient features
of budget.

The final decision
about enhancement in pay
and pension of government
employees will be taken
and approval thereof will
be accorded in this meeting.

ISLAMABAD (INP): Se-
nior politician Jahangir
Khan Tareen announced the
formation of a new politi-
cal party — Istehkam-e-
Pakistan Party — during
the party’s first joint press
conference in Islamabad on
Thursday.

He was flanked by
former PTI leaders Imran
Ismail, Aleem Khan and Ali
Zaidi, among others during
the press conference.

A day earlier, nearly
100 former PTI members of
the national and provincial
assemblies joined the new
party, expressing confi-
dence in Tareen’s leader-
ship.

“Today, we’re an-
nouncing formation of
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party.
Under one platform, we’re
together and will try to steer
Pakistan out of current cri-
ses,” Tareen said.

“Today, our nation

needs hope the most so this
country could achieve its
true potential. No one can
be allowed to attack state
institutions in  shape of
mobs. It is not just about
attacking institutions but
most importantly people
are losing hope.”

“We have to make a
Pakistan where establish-
ment, judiciary, political
forces and all stakeholders
are on the same page. We
all want to take Pakistan
towards prosperity,” he
added.

“Today, we need to
change how politics is con-
ducted in our country. It
needs a new direction. We
will make joint efforts to
achieve that.”

He emphasised that to
take Pakistan out of eco-
nomic turmoil, focus has to
be shifted towards increas-
ing exports and
incentivising the IT sector.

From Arif Ahmad
SWAT: Three persons, in-
cluding two police person-
nel, were martyred in the
firing by unknown persons
in the main city of Swat,
Mingora.

According to police
sources, three unidentified
armed men opened fire on
two policemen near
Mingora vegetable market,
as a result of which police
constables Umara Khan and
Ashraf were killed on the
spot. While Bank Security
Guard Musa Khan was in-
jured and shifted to Saidu
Sharif Hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.

According to police
sources, both policemen
were posted at Mingora
police station.

According to  SP
Farman Khan, the accused
fled after the incident and a
search operation has been
started to arrest them.

“Blockades have been

imposed on the entry and
exit routes of Swat and soon
the accused will be caught
by the police. This is an
incident of terrorism and
the terrorists will be ar-
rested soon.” He added

On the other hand, the
relatives of the martyred
police blocked Saidu Sharif
road and protested. The
protesters kept the bodies
on the road and raised slo-
gans against the incident.

The protesters said
that they had no enmity
with anyone, so the police
should present the accused
and arrest them immedi-
ately, bringing the facts be-
fore the people. Later, af-
ter talks with SP Farman
Khan, DSP Attaullah, DSP
Amjad, and Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Sohail Khan, the protest
ended.

The funeral prayers of

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The leader of
Opposition in Balochistan
Assembly, Malik Sikandar
Khan Advocate has stated
that amount of the current
financial year’s public sec-
tor development
programme (PSDP) and the
PSDP plus has not been
released yet.

He said that the work

on development projects
are stopped due to non-re-
lease of the funds. The
Opposition leader raised the
point while speaking on
budget proposals for the
next financial year during
the session of Balochistan
Assembly on Thursday.

The Speaker, Mir Jan

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar has stated
that concrete steps are be-
ing taken for materializing
the dream of educated and
developed province.

He said that education
is the basis of every kind of
development, this is why
the incumbent government
is determined to provide
quality education in the
province.

The Governor was
speaking on occasion of the
visit of Turbat University

on Thursday morning.
During the visit, he met

the Vice Chancellor of
Turbat University, Profes-
sor Dr. Jan Muhamad, Prin-
cipal Secretary to Gover-
nor, Abdul Nasir Dotani
and other faculty members
and staff.

He went round of dif-
ferent departments and sec-
tions of the University. He
was also briefed about the
overall performance and
functioning of the Univer-
sity.

Malik Abdul Wali
Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said
that being a critical compo-
nent of his government’s
vision, the TAPI gas pipe-
line project would ensure
energy security, economic
growth and prosperity in
Pakistan as well as the en-
tire region.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with a high rank-
ing delegation from
Turkmenistan, said the
Turkmenistan-Afghani-
stan-Pakistan-India (TAPI)
gas project was manifesta-
tion of the strategic coop-
eration between Pakistan
and Turkmenistan in the
energy sector.

The delegation was

headed by State Minister
and Head of TurkmenGaz
Maksat Babayev, a PM
Office press release said.

Welcoming the delega-
tion, the prime minister said
Pakistan and Turkmenistan
enjoyed brotherly relations
underpinned by common
history, culture and reli-
gion.

He said the leadership
on both sides had keen de-
sire to further promote eco-
nomic and commercial rela-
tions.

He underscored that
Pakistan could be a gateway
for quick access to
Turkmenistan’s rich energy
reserves.

The prime minister re-

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The remarks passed in the
last two days suggest that
the Supreme Court, led by
the chief justice of Paki-
stan (CJP), is trying to re-
vive its position before the
May 9 violence, triggered
by the arrest of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman.

The May 9 mayhem
had even pushed those
judges, who had tried hard
to hold the elections to the
Punjab Assembly on May
14, on the defensive.

Later, they had no
choice but to show re-
straint in matters wherein
confrontation between the
judiciary and other institu-
tions especially the parlia-
ment, executive, security
establishment, etc, could
have worsened.

Now it is being wit-
nessed that CJP Umar Ata
Bandial has listed petitions

against the federal
government’s formation of
an inquiry commission, led
by SC’s Justice Qazi Faez
Isa, to investigate the au-
dio leaks in  relation to
judges.

While the hearing of
the audio leaks commis-
sion case was underway,
CJP Bandial wondered
who had planted the audio
leaks on social media.

The bench allowed
Shoaib Shaheen, the law-
yer for one of the petition-
ers, Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) Presi-
dent Abid Zuberi, to
present his arguments that
the leaks were released on
social media after the SC’s
February 16 order wherein
the CJP was requested to
invoke his suo motu juris-
diction over the delay in
elections to  Punjab and
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-
P) assemblies.

Continued on page 2
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ISLAMABAD: Head of delegation of European Union Cooperation in Pakistan Sven Ruesch  meeting
with Balochistan Chief Secretary Abdul Aziz Uqaili in Balochistan House

Govt rescued crippling economy, averted default....

istrative price adjustment
and political uncertainty
are major factors respon-
sible for high inflation, said
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
on Thursday. The Pakistan
Stock Exchange’s (PSX)
market capitalisation in
2017 was $100 billion.

“For inclusive and re-
silient growth, we need a
resilient economy,” he said.

According to the fi-
nance minister, the govern-
ment is working on five Es
- exports, equity, empow-
erment, environment and
energy.

“The economic down-
fall has stopped,” said Dar,
“We are working to restore
economic activity now.”

Circular debt increased
per annum was Rs129 bil-
lion in our previous govern-
ment compared to Rs330
billion during FY2019-22,
he said. The total public
debt rose from Rs 25 tril-
lion in June 2018 to Rs 49.2

trillion in June 2022, repre-
senting a significant in-
crease of 97%.

“Under the governance
of the PTI (Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaaf) party, the
total debt during their ten-
ure surged from Rs 29.9 tril-
lion in FY2018 to Rs 59.8
trillion, marking an approxi-
mate doubling of the debt
(nearly 100% increase),”
lamented the finance min-
ister. He said that the final
nail in the economical cof-
fin was when commitments
were not kept after the vote
of no confidence.

Discussing the previ-
ous government’s perfor-
mance, Dar said that fiscal
deficit increased from 5.8%
in FY2018 to 7.9% of GDP
in FY2022, trade deficit
worsened to $39.1b from
$30.9b in FY2018, circular
debt increased from
Rs1,148b  to Rs2,467b ,
public debt increased from
63.7% to 73.9% of GDP
and total public debt in-

creased from Rs25 trillion
in June 2018 to Rs49.2 tril-
lion in June 2022 (a 97%
increase). Global GDP
growth has experienced a
decline of over 50% since
2021, slowing down from
6.2% in 2021 to 2.8% in
2023.

Continued from page 1

CM announces boycott of...

Balochistan, he maintained.
He said that we have no

grudge with the federal gov-
ernment, but we did it on
principle.

He regretfully pointed
out that Balochistan is fac-
ing severe financial prob-
lems, the basic reason of
which is non-cooperation of
the federal government.

Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo added that our con-
stitutional right is not be-
ing given despite the re-
peated contacts and re-
minders. He said that al-
though federal government
makes promises and assur-
ances, but there would be
no implementation on them.

He said that ours’ are
not undue demands, but
these are based on the con-
stitution. He reminded that
PPL has not been paying
our dues for several years,
which have exceeded from
Rs. 45 billion now.

What’s an irony that
PPL’s operation is contin-
ued in the Sui gas field with-
out any agreement with the
province.

He said that the admin-
istrative power of the PPL
company is with the fed-
eral government, but it (fed-
eral government) is not
taking any interest in pay-
ment of the dues against the
company, nor it is ready
to play its role in this re-
gard, he added.

He also mentioned that

the projects of Balochistan
included in the federal
PSDP are also delayed due
to non-availability of the
required funds. He charged
that the tenders of the fed-
eral projects are released,
but the funds are trans-
ferred anywhere else.

The Chief Minister
pointed out that the na-
tional highways in  the
province were severely
damaged during the last
year’s floods, but NHA
didn’t do any work for re-
habilitation of the affected
highways.

Similarly, at least eight
bridges were swept in the
floods, which otherwise
connect Karachi with
Quetta and central Asia.
These bridges are still in-
complete and the diver-
sions are used for traffic
there, he added.

He also referred the
Chaman-Karachi highway
the foundation stone of
which was laid by the
Prime Minister in a cer-
emony held at the CM sec-
retariat one year ago.

The Prime Minister
had announced that the
projects would be com-
pleted in 18 months, how-
ever, 20 percent work of
the project could not be
done yet.

The Chief Minister
also pointed out towards
the issue of NFC Award
saying that our due share is
not granted well in time.

Continued from page 1

as well as the Turkmen
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Atadjan Movlamov.

Later, the prime minis-
ter witnessed the signing of
“TAPI Gas Pipeline Joint
Implementation Plan (JIP)”
by Minister of State for
Petroleum Dr Musaddiq
Malik and Maksat
Babayev, State Minister
and Head of TurkmenGaz,
on behalf their respective
governments. The JIP is
aimed at accelerating the
work on the TAPI Gas
P ip elin e proj ec t.  Th e
TAPI project aims at trans-
porting natural gas from
Turkmenistan to Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, and India
through an 1814 kilometer
pipeline with a capacity to
transport 33 billion cubic
meters of natural gas annu-
ally.

the martyred police per-
sonnel in the Mingora fir-
ing incident were per-
formed at Kabal Police
Line in which six brigade
commander Sajid Akbar,
DIG Malakan d  N as ir
Meh m o o d  Sa t i,  DPO
Swat  Sh af iu llah
Gandapur and political
and social personalities
participated.

Following the firing
incident in Mingora, Swat
Bar Association and High
Court Mingora Bench Bar
Associatio n have an-
nounced a strike, both bar
associations will boycott
the court proceedings on
Friday while also register-
ing a protest against the
incident.

Two policemen...
Continued from page 1

Muhammad Jamali was in
the chair.

Malik Sikdanr de-
manded release of the nec-
essary funds for the devel-
opment projects. He also
proposed to prefer the live-
stock, water supply and
similar other projects in the
next financial development
programme.

Earlier, the opposition
MPA Nasarullah Zairay
pointed out towards the is-
sue of hunger strike being
observed by the govern-
ment teachers outside the
provincial assembly.

He said that the gov-
ernment teachers are ob-
serving hunger strike for
their demands as such its
notice should be taken.

On this, BNP’s MPA
Sanaullah Baloch alleged
that bureaucracy is creat-
ing hurdle in the summary
of demands of government
teachers. He demanded of
the Minister Education to
end the strike of govern-
ment teachers.

The Education Minis-
ter Mir Naseebullah Marri
said that the Finance de-
partment has objection on
the amount of up-gradation
of the teachers, however,
the issue would be re-
solved soon.

Referring the protest
of the teachers and em-
ploy ees  o f t he  pu blic
sec tor un iversities, the
Minister Education said
that there is an issue of the
salaries in the universi-
ties, but ironically,  re-
cruitment process is on
there. He said that he is
surprised that why the is-
sue of salaries in the uni-
versities is created all of
sudden?

Opposition leader ....
Continued from page 1

Concrete steps....
Continued from page 1

Kakar on the occasion said
that the focus of govern-
ment is on quality educa-
tion, and for we are taking
concrete measures to ma-
terialize the dream of edu-
cated and developed prov-
ince.

He said that 200 schol-
arships have been allo-
cated for the students of
co as ta l areas  t hrou gh
Higher Education Com-
mission. The initiative is
aimed at promoting higher
education in the areas, he
added.

The Governor appre-
ciated the Turbat Univer-
sity for playing part in pro-
motion of higher education
in the coastal areas besides
Turbat and adjacent locali-
ties.

However, he stressed
the need to improve the
educational standard and
research activities in the
higher education institu-
tions.

He also emphasized
that we need to pay seri-
ous attention on making
the public sector universi-
ties self-sufficient. For the
purpose, the public sector
universities would have to
generate their resources,
otherwise it would be very
difficult to run them in fu-
ture, the Governor main-
tained.

TAPI project to strengthen...
Continued from page 1
newed the commitment for
early implementation of
the project and hoped that
the TAPI gas pipeline
would be completed at the
earliest by optimizing all
available resources by all
relevant parties.

In order to expedite
work on various compo-
nents of the project, the
prime minister nominated
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister Dr
Jehanzeb Khan to work as
the focal person from the
Pakistan side as the head of
the Senior Coordination
Committee. The visiting
Turkmenistan delegation
also included Deputy Min-
ister of Energy Annageldi
Saparov, CEO and Chair-
man of BOD, TPCL,
Muhammetmyrat Amanov

Marriyum takes
notice of attack
on journalist’s

residence
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on
Thursday took notice of an
attack on the residence of a
senior journalist, Baqir
Sajjad, who claimed that his
house in Islamabad was at-
tacked by unidentified
people and took away cash
and jewellery.

“I have just spoken to
IG Police Islamabad regard-
ing this incident. He has
assured me that he will in-
vestigate this matter as a
matter of priority and will
speak to  Baqir Sajjad
shortly,” the minister said
in a tweet.
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi chairing a follow-up meeting on the rights and facilitation of
persons with disabilities (PWDs) at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

ISLAMABAD: Security personnel escort former Pakistan’s Prime Minster
Imran Khan at High Court.

ISLAMABAD: CEO Chromatic, Shariq Khan calls on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD: NCSW launches the Summary of ‘’National Report on the
Status of Women in Pakistan, 2023.

President for implementation of
job quota for differently-abled

in govt, private sectors
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Thursday emphasised the
need for implementation of
job quotas for persons with
disabilities (PWDs) in gov-
ernment and private sectors
to financially empower and
bring them into mainstream
of society.

The president, chair-
ing a follow-up meeting on
the rights and facilitation of
PWDs, said that almost 12-
14% of the country’s popu-
lation comprised of PWDs
and steps should be taken

for their skill development
as well as job placement in
public and private sectors.

The meeting was at-
tended by representatives
of the provincial govern-
ments, including Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, as well as the
senior officials of the min-
istries of human rights and
federal education and pro-
fessional training.

The representatives
of the provincial govern-
ments apprised the meet-
ing about the steps taken

by them for the education
of persons with disabilities,
teacher training, curriculum
development, skill develop-
ment, job quotas, and job
placement in different
fields. It was informed that
NAVTTC had enrolled al-
most 1700 differently-
abled people (DAPs) to
equip them with different
skills, besides providing
them with free transporta-
tion and boarding facilities.

Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training (M/o FE&PT) in-

formed that training mod-
ules for teachers had been
developed to inculcate atti-
tudinal sensitivities in them
towards students with dis-
abilities and enable them to
cater to the special educa-
tional needs of PWDs.

It was told that the
ministry would train 1000
teachers in this regard.

The representatives
of provinces shared infor-
mation regarding the total
number of registration cen-
tres in their respective prov-
inces.

Mushaal urges UN,
world to declare Yasin
prisoner of conscience

Islamabad Police hold
open katchehry to address

public issues

Pakistan Navy observes
World Oceans Day

Mutual strategy to fight diseases
committed at Pak-US dialogue

Marri for investing more
in nutritional needs of

most vulnerable population

Rs128.9b disbursed under
Benazir Kafaalat initiative
from July-March FY 2023

Govt intensifies efforts
to address malnutrition

challenges: Survey

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan and the United States
have affirmed their mutual
commitment to continue
close partnership in the
health sector to combat in-
fectious and non-communi-
cable diseases.

As per joint statement
on the 2023 Pakistan-U.S.
Health  Dialogue, both
countries also decided to
work jointly to reduce mal-
nutrition, strengthen the
primary health care system
and expand quality health
services across Pakistan,
and support Pakistan’s re-
covery from the devastat-
ing 2022 floods.

The United States and
Pakistan held the second
stand-alone U.S.- Pakistan
Health Dialogue on Thurs-
day, chaired by Abdul Qadir
Patel, Federal Minister for

National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordina-
tion and Isobel Coleman,
Deputy Administrator,
USAID.

Both countries ac-
knowledged their long his-
tory of bilateral partnership
in the health sector.

For decades, the
United States has invested
in Pakistan’s health sector
benefiting millions of Paki-
stanis. The United States
has extended technical and
financial assistance for pro-
viding clean drinking water
and sanitation services to
more than 300,000 people
across Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh
provinces. The United
States has donated more
than 79 million safe and ef-
fective COVID-19 vaccines
in  partnership with

COVAX, responded to
outbreaks of HIV, typhoid
fever, and other diseases in
Pakistan, and delivered
health services to nearly 11
million women and children
over the past seven years.

Pakistan has been a
strong partner in efforts to
improve access to quality
health services, increase
budget allocations for
health, and invest in infra-
structure to meet the health
needs of the people of Pa-
kistan. Through the Health
Dialogue, the two govern-
ments are committing to
work together in the ensu-
ing years to help Pakistan
continue to recover from the
2022 floods, strengthen
maternal and child health
and nutrition services, ad-
vance international health
regulations.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Various programs have
been undertaken to provide
nutrition services for the
wellbeing of marginalized
population groups in the
light of Pakistan Vision
2025 and government’s
commitments to global nu-
trition targets.

According to  Paki-
stan Economic Survey
2022-23, launched by Fed-
eral Minister for Finance
and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Thursday, the government
has intensified its efforts
to address the challenge of
malnutrition and mitigate
its long-term social and
economic consequences by
focusing on the most un-
derprivileged and vulner-
able population groups.

The government,
with the help of the inter-
national community, has
carried out several rescue
and relief activities such
as food assistance to the
a ffec ted po pu la tion .
Nonetheless, there is an
urgent need to scale up
nutrition interventions
aimed at  vulnerable
groups in order to save
lives and ensure nutrition
security.

Various interventions
and activities have been
carried out by the govern-
ment at the federal level
during FY2023 to upscale
nutrition security.

The formulation of a
multi-sectoral National
Nutrition Policy (MS-
NNP) has been initiated
with the support of nutri-
tion partners to serve as a
guiding document for
multi-sectoral nutrition
planning and programming
in order to substantially
reduce the level of malnu-
trition and to mainstream
nutrition in national socio-
economic development
plans.

Early Childhood De-
velopment (ECD) Policy
framework, index and stan-
dards are being finalized.

The ECD
policymakers’  course-
“Mapping ECD Entry
Points and Potential Inter-
vention” has been orga-
nized to  deliberate on
mainstreaming ECD inter-
ventions in government
development programs/
policies. Moreover, the
ECD governance struc-
ture has been established
at the federal and provin-
cial levels.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) has dis-
bursed a total of Rs128.9
billion under the Benazir
Kafaalat in itiative from
July-March, Fiscal Year
2023.

According to the Eco-
nomic Survey 2022-23 re-
leased on Thursday, BISP
is currently disbursing pay-
ments to around

9.0 million beneficia-
ries under the Kafaalat
scheme. BISP has dis-
bursed Rs 69 billion to 2.76
million families of flood-af-

fected areas to help them
recover their financial
losses.

A total of Rs 400 bil-
lion were provided to the
BISP to execute the Social
Protection programmes in
FY2023.

BISP is also imple-
menting a Wheat Seed
Subsidy programme to eli-
gible farmers with a dis-
bursement of Rs 5,000/-
per acre.

Till March 2023, a to-
tal of Rs 2.94 billion have
been disbursed to 122,687
farmers under this initiative.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Mushaal Mullick, wife of
jailed Kashmiri leader Yasin
Malik Thursday said that
the fascist Indian govern-
ment was hell-bent to com-
mit a “judicial murder” of
her husband and demanded
United Nations and the in-
ternational community to
declare him a prisoner of
conscience and protective
personality to prevent his
unlawful execution.

In a press statement,
she said the notorious
Modi-led government
wanted to eliminate Yasin
as India’s top anti-terrorism
investigation agency once

again sought his death sen-
tence in a fake and con-
cocted case.

Mushaal, who is also
the chairperson of Peace
and Culture Organiza-
tion, urged the UN Sec-
retary-General António
Guterres to urgently in-
tervene and avert plot of
the judicial murder of
Yasin, who  was b eing
merely targeted for his
political beliefs.

She said her husband’s
only crime was that he re-
fused to accept the Indian
dictates on Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

KARACHI (INP): The Pa-
kistan Navy  celebrated
‘World Oceans’ Day to fo-
cus on the maintenance and
development of the oceans
and coastal areas.

According to the Pa-
kistan Navy news release
on Thursday, oceans are
very important for mankind
as these are major sources
of sustenance of life on
earth and act as lungs to our
planet as they provide
more than 50% of the oxy-
gen produced on this
planet. They are also major
absorbers of greenhouse
gases and carbon dioxide.

World Oceans Day is
observed globally on June
8 to draw focus towards the
impact of human activities
on the health of our oceans
and sustained utilization of
the ocean’s resources.

This year’s theme for
World Oceans Day is
‘Planet Oceans: Tides are

Changing’ which aims to
highlight the challenges in-
volved in preserving the
health of oceans and mea-
sures to maintain an ecologi-
cal balance.

To signify the impor-
tance of preserving the
oceans, Pakistan Navy has
undertaken various initia-
tives which include beach
cleaning drives, mangroves
plantation campaigns, em-
ployment of Debris Collec-
tion Barges in harbor, ban-
ning the use of destructive
fishing nets, tackling oil
pollution at sea, and coor-
dinating with the industrial
community to reduce waste
dumping into the sea.

A number of events
including harbour and beach
cleaning at Karachi and
Gwadar were held to high-
light the spirit of the day
and demonstrate serious-
ness about the sustainable
use of oceans.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: In an effort
to prioritize public con-
cerns, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Opera-
tions, Malik Jameel Zafar,
emphasized the Islamabad
capital police’s commit-
ment to organizing open
katchehries.

During an open
Katchehry held at Golra
police stat io n, var io us
police officials, concilia-
tory committees, ulema,
and community leaders
gathered to discuss griev-
ances and propose solu-
tions.

The SSP Operations
promptly issued orders to
address participants’ issues
and assured them that their
suggestions would be taken

into consideration. Express-
ing determination to resolve
residents’ problems, SSP
Operations highlighted the
significance of these open
Katchehries in fostering di-
rect relationships with the
public.

Acknowledging the
positive impact of the
police’s improved strategies
in reducing crime, he urged
citizens to cooperate in
crime prevention and en-
couraged them to promptly
report any suspicious ac-
tivities.

The participants ex-
tended gratitude to  the
Islamabad Capital City Po-
lice Officer and DIG (Op-
erations) for organizing the
productive Open
Katchehry.

Smoke-free
Pak among

government’s
priorities: PM
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said
that the incumbent govern-
ment was striving to pro-
tect future generations from
the unhealthy habit of
smoking as a smoke-free
Pakistan was among its pri-
orities.

The prime minister, in
a meeting with CEO of
Chromatic Shariq Khan,
lauded the services of the
organisation for eliminating
of smoking in the country.

Shariq Khan apprised
the prime minister of his
firm’s anti-smoking cam-
paign as well as the To-
bacco Control Alliance for
Pakistan.

Senate body
on Interior

meets
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: A meeting
of the Senate Standing
Committee on Interior was
held on Thursday at Parlia-
ment House, Islamabad.
The meeting was chaired
by Senator Mohsin Aziz
and attended by Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri,
Senator Rana Maqbool
Ahmed, Senator Faisal
Saleem Rehman, Senator
Shahdat Awan, Senator
Kamil Ali Agha, Senator
Seemi Ezdi and Senator
Bahramand Khan Tangi
and senior officers from
the Ministries of Interior
and Law and Justice and
other concerned depart-
ments.

The meeting com-
menced with severe con-
demnation of 9 th May at-
tacks on military installa-
tions and monuments of
martyrs.

A resolution con-
demning such incidents was
passed unanimously by the
Committee with the recom-
mendation that the guilty
persons should not be
spared and they should be
punished under the law by
way of summary trial
whereas the innocent per-
sons may not be involved
in such cases.

C o m m it t ee  a c -
knowledged the sacri-
fices of LEAs in restor-
ing peace in  the coun-
try and urged that the
sacrifices of martyrs for
the homeland cannot be
forgotten and the des-
ecration of their monu-
ments was strongly con-
demned.

SCBA expresses
grave concern over
disappearance of
lawyer Riaz Rahi

ISLAMABAD (Online):
President Supreme Court
Bar Association (SCBA)
has expressed grave con-
cern over disappearance of
Riaz Hanif Rahi advocate
saying SCBA cannot keep
its eyes shut to the disap-
pearance of any of its mem-
ber.

We express severe ap-
prehension about safety
and security of lawyers.

SCBA stresses that
every citizen is entitled to
equal protection of law. It
is right of every one that
one should discharge the
obligations of one’s profes-
sion fearlessly.

The basic rights of ev-
ery citizen are safe under
the constitution and no one
is allowed to breach them.
Such type of disappearance
is tantamount to blatant
violation of basic human
rights.

Court adjourns
hearing on pleas
of Asad Umar,

Ali Nawaz
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
local court on Thursday
adjourned the hearing till
June 26 on a petition seek-
ing to remove Anti-Terror-
ism Act (ATA) clauses
from a case registered
against PTI leader Asad
Umar, Ali Nawaz Awan,
and others. ATC Judge Raja
Jawad Abbas Hassan heard
the case filed by Asad Umar
and Ali Nawaz Awan. The
court also granted a one-
time exemption.

Court extends
interim bail of
Sh. Rasheed

till July 8
ISLAMABAD (APP): A
local court on Thursday
extended the pre-arrest bail
of Awam Muslim League
(AML) chief and former
interior minister Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed till July 8,
in  a case registered by
Aabpara Police Station.

The judicial magistrate
Yasir Mehmood heard the
case filed by AML’s head
regarding his interim bail.
The court also granted one-
time exemption from ap-
pearance to Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed on his lawyer’s re-
quest during the hearing.
Petitioner’s lawyer Sardar
Shahbaz said that police had
raided at the houses.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social
S a f e t y / C h a i r p e r s o n
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Shazia
Marri Thursday highlighted
the need to invest more in
the nutrition of the most
vulnerable population of the
country.

As a partner in the
current unity government,
Pakistan Peoples Party has
been constantly pushing
the adaptive social protec-
tion agenda and emphasiz-
ing the need to focus on the
economic needs of the
people.

In a statement, the
minister said that it was ex-
tremely important to invest
in the development of a
country’s human capital
from all aspects and nutri-
tion was one of the major
aspects that we all need to
focus on. She further ex-
plained that through an in-
tervention by BISP, the gov-
ernment looks after the nu-
trition of its most vulnerable
population but more needs
to be done. Under the
Benazir Nashonuma Con-
ditional Cash Transfer Pro-
gram, the assistance is
linked with health and nu-
trition.



OPINION Daily Independent

Friday June 09, 2023

Page 04

Demographic laggards

The fall of the pied piper?

Au revoir, Noah Ghost in the machine

Zeba Sathar

The preliminary results of
the 2023 census show that
Pakistan has been growing
at an inexplicably high
intercensal population
growth rate since 2017. The
country’s demographic sta-
tistics present an alarming
picture. Fertility rates are
estimated at 3.6 children
per woman, a number that
has not changed much over
the last 15 years.

Meanwhile, other
countries in South Asia are
reaching replacement fertil-
ity levels (less than two
births per woman), with
population growth rates of
one per cent or less — thus
placing Pakistan among the
demographic laggards of the
region and possibly the
world.

These alarming statis-
tics merit serious introspec-
tion and discussion regard-
ing the behavioural patterns

of the population as well
as government policies in
the country.

After all, Pakistanis
are not culturally dissimi-
lar to the citizens of
Bangladesh or India — so
there is nothing intrinsic to
explain the vast divergence
in fertility behaviour. How-
ever, the policy response
of the other countries to
population growth has been
distinctly different from
ours.

Starting in the 1960s,
Pakistan did make efforts
to lower fertility in order
to restrain  population
growth rates, but successive
epochs of political instabil-
ity impeded the process.

It was one of the first
countries in the region to
announce a population
programme and it provided
leadership in five develop-
ment plans related to popu-
lation projections. How-
ever, the programme came
to a halt in the Ziaul Haq
period (1977-1988).

Despite the setback,
the country managed to re-
vamp its efforts and fertil-
ity rates fell quite rapidly
from six to four births per
women from 1991 to 1998.
It was a time when demo-
cratic governments made
passionate public state-

ments in support of family
planning.

Much beyond en-
dorsement, programmes
were financed and institu-
tional machinery mobilised
to measure the impact over
time by following up on
fertility rates. During that
period, the then prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto
launched the National Lady
Health Worker Programme
for Family Planning and
Primary Health Care. Till
today, it is one of the larg-
est community-based
programmes in the world.

So why has Pakistan
not been able to lower its
population growth in the
last 20 years?

It can be argued that,
as the years passed, the
country’s policy structure
— dominated by politi-
cians, the bureaucracy,
power groups and interna-
tional donors —
deprioritised fertility de-
cline.

It is also true that a
large part of the current
political leadership of Pa-
kistan believes that a higher
population size equates
with political and economic
power. This contradicts
worldwide evidence that
high population growth
rates impede economic

prosperity.
Other countries have

had to deal with financial
and governance challenges
similar to those of Pakistan,
like Indonesia and India, but
have worked around them
to achieve population sizes
that do not burden their
economy.

Neither has the distri-
bution of resources (such as
Pakistan’s National Finance
Commission Award for-
mula, which is  highly
skewed in favour of popu-
lation [82pc], thus reinforc-
ing the need for greater re-
sources for the increasing
population numbers), ob-
structed their efforts.

Unlike other coun-
tries, Pakistan has struggled
to implement strategic re-
forms pertaining to gover-
nance and structural issues,
such as instituting rewards
for provinces for lowering
population growth rate.

After the 18th Consti-
tutional Amendment was
passed in 2010, bureaucrats
found it difficult to cope
with the new administrative
landscape that gave prov-
inces autonomy over policy
areas including population
welfare and health.

The step curbed the
federal government’s ability
to develop a long-term vi-

sion and plans, and culmi-
nated in ambiguity between
the federal and provincial
governments regarding re-
sources and responsibility.

In the midst of this
lack of clarity, attention was
diverted away from the vi-
tal issue of balancing popu-
lation growth with
Pakistan’s resources and
development priorities.

While the donor agen-
cies’ discourse is focused on
issues, including maternal
mortality, malnutrition and
early childhood develop-
ment, the reproductive
health needs of women, es-
pecially fertility and fam-
ily planning, have not fea-
tured as their top single pri-
ority.

How then can we re-
solve this impasse?

Exceptional leadership
is required to design and
implement policies that
bring down fertility rates so
that Pakistan can have suf-
ficient resources to meet the
needs of its population.
Furthermore, a consensus
among the country’s key
stakeholders has to  be
achieved to ensure a shared
vision on population
growth that is reflective of
the different needs and dy-
namics of the population.

Population welfare

should not be reduced to
jargon. It needs to  be
adopted as a policy tool to
ensure the well-being of
every individual, especially
vulnerable groups such as
women and children.
Health services must extend
to those millions of fami-
lies whose children are mal-
nourished and out of
school. It will have to be
directed towards millions
of women who undergo
unwanted pregnancies and
complications during child-
birth.

The federal and provin-
cial governments must both
invest in structural reforms
and enhance fiscal space to
expand access to family plan-
ning services to improve the
shameful state of women’s
health. The Population Fund
mandated by the Council of
Common Interests in 2018,
which was aimed at financ-
ing greater family planning
coverage, has not been
operationalised. The Fund
should be expeditiously
utilised to meet the unmet
demand for family planning
services by incentivising pro-
vincial health programmes
and private-sector providers
for providing easily acces-
sible and efficient reproduc-
tive health services.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

F.S. Aijazuddin

The Biblical scriptures tell
us that Noah loaded his Ark
with a pair of every spe-
cies, especially rodents. He
calculated that if his Ark
was ever in danger of sink-
ing, rats would be the first
to jump ship.

The recent exodus of
the senior leadership from
the PTI is unparalleled in
the history of Pakistani
politics. Over the seven
decades of our dyslexic de-
mocracy, every political
party, whenever it came
under pressure, has chal-
lenged it, or withstood it,
or made sacrifices despite
it. None more so than the
Pakistan Peoples Party, to
whom prison became a
home away from home.

Never before, though,
have so many in the PTI
owed so much to so few; in
fact, to one sole benefactor
— their leader Imran Khan.
Yet, they have deserted him
with unseemly alacrity.
Even the leadership of the
Nazi Party in  Germany
waited until it was clear that
the Second World War had
been lost before they aban-
doned Hitler.

Here, the PTI high
command when in govern-
ment had postured, pre-
tending to be leaders with a
lofty mission to effect ‘true
change’ in the country.
Then, suddenly on a ca-
price, they quit parliament,
effectively abandoning their
constituencies, and, after
the shameful events of
May 9, within days, one
by one, they betrayed their
modern messiah.
Gethsemane became a rout.
Disciples became turncoat
Judases — all but one, that
is. The only one who re-
mains by him — his senior

vice chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi — con-
tinues to pledge his feigned
allegiance. What must
Imran Khan be feeling now,
when even a nonentity like
Usman Buzdar, whom he
disinterred from obscurity
and made chief minister
Punjab, resigns from the
PTI? Buzdar’s elevation in
2018 inevitably drew com-
parisons with the legendary
nomination by the Roman
emperor Caligula of his
horse, Incitatus, to the Ro-
man Senate. Mr Z.A.
Bhutto’s selection of G.M.
Khar as governor Punjab in
1971 evoked similar deri-
sion amongst those who
understood the pun on his
name.

Was the elevation of
both Khar and Buzdar a
deliberate slight to the
Punjabi elite, or simply an
extreme example of
cronyism?

Imran Khan’s faulty
selection of his team (some
of whom are padding up to
play for the other side)
makes one appreciate why
the Pakistan Cricket Board
uses a panel to select play-
ers who will play for the
nation. Favouritism has no
place in any game, espe-
cially not in one as danger-
ous as politics.

Recent machinations
have made it clear that Mr
Jahangir Tareen — the
Croesus kingmaker who
helped make Imran Khan
prime minister in 2018 —
is mobilising his resources
to create another realm. For
whom? For himself? Before
he can enter the fray,
though, he needs to be rid
of the ban that prohibits
him and Nawaz Sharif
(PML-N’s king across the
waters) from contesting
elections.

Once these gilded hand-
cuffs have been removed
from both of them — it has
to be before the next gen-
eral elections — one should
expect to see Nawaz Sharif
reigning in the presidency
and Jahangir Tareen (health
permitting) ruling if not
from, then certainly behind
the throne in Islamabad.

Switching loyalties or
changing parties is not a
Pakistani phenomenon. It
has happened wherever
there is a functioning de-
mocracy and a choice of
causes — in India, the
United States, even in the
United Kingdom, where, in
that mother of parliaments,
the father of parliament
Winston Churchill began as
a Conservative, crossed the
floor to become a Liberal,
and then returned to the
Conservatives.

Do such changelings
have a ‘predictably insecure
future’? As Churchill’s sub-
sequent career demon-
strated, apparently not. In
Pakistan, being a political
turncoat is almost a qualifi-
cation. Take the revolving
door loyalties of Sheikh
Rashid: 1988, the Islami
Jamhoori Ittehad; 1990,
against IJI ticket; in 1993,
PML-N; then PML-Q; his
own brainchild the Awami
Muslim League; and, most
recently, cohabitation with
the PTI.

Or the voluble Fawad
Chaudhry? All Pakistan
Muslim League; PPP, 2012;
PML-Q, 2013; PTI, 2016.

The list is endless, as
is the queue to quit the PTI.

Now, the issue in Pa-
kistan is not who wins the
next general election but
who thinks he is another
Kemal Ataturk or Recep
Erdogan, with a mandate
strong enough to rehabili-
tate the economy, to
modernise a hierarchical
society, and to put khaki
back in the barracks. It will
require a superhuman effort
in a nation that has no su-
perheroes, only papier-
mâché Caligulas.

The truth is that the
public has lost faith in
it s  po liticians  and  a ll
other organs of gover-
nance. They have seen it
too often to  take elec-
t io n s s e rio us ly.  They
can foretell from experi-
ence that when any mod-
e rn No ah reach es
Moun t Arara t, he will
find the same rats wait-
ing for him on dry land.
-- Courtesy Dawn

Rafia Zakaria

The already heated debate
around the potential and
pitfalls of artificial intelli-
gence reached fever pitch
last week, when some of the
most respected leaders
working in the field got to-
gether to say that AI was
improving at such a rate that
it could potentially lead to
an ‘extinction’ event. This
means that AI technology
is improving at a pace faster
than human beings can come
up with ways to govern
these new frontiers of ma-
chine capability. So what is
now ChatGPT and other
similar language-based
chatbots could soon make
the need for human
endeavours redundant.

Some of those to
sound the alarm are indus-
try leaders whose compa-
nies are benefiting from the
progress. Together, they
issued a statement released
by the Centre for Artificial
Intelligence Safety: “Miti-
gating the risk of extinction
from AI should be a global
priority alongside other so-
cietal-scale risks such as
pandemics and nuclear
war.” The executives who
signed on include Sam
Altman, who is the chief
of OpenAI, Demis
Hassabis the CEO of
Google DeepMind, and
Dario Amodei of
Anthropic.

Besides these leaders,
350 other researchers, en-
gineers and scientists also
signed on to the statement
because they too believe
that the risk of AI technol-
ogy progressing into
realms that are no longer
governable by human be-
ings is a very real possibil-
ity and even a likelihood.

Altman has suggested

that the world is in need of
an overseer agency to gov-
ern AI in the same way as
the International Atomic
Energy Agency monitors
the use of atomic technol-
ogy and prevents those it
sees as bad actors from ob-
taining technology that can
be used to  construct
bombs, which could de-
stroy the world. This par-
allel should particularly
resonate here in the sub-
continent, where the tech-
nology  to  build atomic
bombs has defined every-
thing for decades now.

Imagine if an arms
race for AI was also under-
way, with errant actors
threatening to use the most
menacing aspects of AI to
derail other countries’
transportation systems,
flight-operating systems,
utilities and all kinds of
other mechanisms. Just as
the constant threat of ter-
rorists getting control of
the atomic bomb frightens
people today, so too
would the prospect of AI
on the march towards hu-
man beings’  extinction
frighten people tomorrow.
Add to this the fact that
atomic governance was ac-
tually something initiated
at a moment when consti-
tutional liberalism reigned
and international coopera-
tion was considered valu-
able in itself, and the pic-
ture gets more worrisome
for many.

In today’s times, the
world cannot even agree
on basic means with which
to arrest the cataclysmic
pace of climate change. It
appears even more unlikely
that a whole new frontier
could be regulated and gov-
erned on the basis of com-
mon principles. A grim esti-
mation of this state of af-
fairs would be taking bets
on whether it would be a cli-
mate catastrophe and a too-
hot-to-inhabit planet, or AI-
induced extinction of the
human race that would end
the world as we know it
first.

Nevertheless, a word
must be said here about just
how tantalising AI-generated

tools are. When one Ameri-
can university professor was
questioned about how she
was dealing with students
using ChatGPT, she
shrugged her shoulders and
said she wasn’t doing any-
thing about it. Instead, she
responded, the quality of
writing taught in American
high schools had become so
poor and the legibility of stu-
dent papers was plummet-
ing at such a rate that she
would be pleased if they used
the tool and produced a read-
able paper.

Many in the group
called GenZ, who do not re-
member a time when the
internet did not exist, have
already accepted the tool and
put it to use doing all the
onerous non-creative sort of
writing, such as producing
instruction manuals or giv-
ing directions from one place
to another. It is not difficult
to envision a time when this
generation, saved from all the
‘from scratch’ tasks, will not
be able to imagine a world
without the existence of AI.

Some hope for AI can
be drawn from the fact that
Sam Altman and others in the
industry emphasise that the
reason to invest in AI tech-
nology is simply that it has
the potential to create a bet-
ter world. The ability to
synthesise vast troves of in-
formation — whether it is in
biomedicine, education or
energy — can drastically re-
duce waste of all sorts and
vastly improve the utilisation
of limited resources.

No one can stop AI
from being developed fur-
ther, and many say that it
is precisely its potential for
great good that is driving so
many companies into the
race to build better in a ma-
chine-run world.

At the same time, it is
also necessary to point to
just how large the gap be-
tween those with access to
technology and those with-
out it is becoming. Even as
AI promises new frontiers
of efficiency an d
optimisation, a drastic re-
duction in the utilisation
of labour is in sight.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Kamila Hyat

Let us be clear about one
thing: Imran Khan as a
sportsperson and cricket
captain for Pakistan was a
formidable figure and quite
naturally a hero for mil-
lions. These fans existed in
Pakistan and abroad. His
leadership style — a mix of
aggression and clever strat-
egies in some places — in-
spired others and turned
him into a major hero in the
country. It was this identi-
fication as a winner — and
as a leader — which helped
Imran begin his political
success. Of course, there
were many other factors
behind the events which
brought him to power in
2018, and he himself has
accepted his links with
state institutions this time.
Unfortunately for Pakistan
— indeed tragically for the
country — Imran’s style of
leadership did not work in
politics. His aggression

turned into something so
volatile that was rarely seen
before.

From politicians we
need diplomacy, patience,
and an ability to think be-
yond the single idea of cor-
ruption in a corrupt oppo-
sition. It appears that Imran
and his team did not have
these skills. He was essen-
tially a cult leader. We have
historically seen many a cult
figures in other parts of the
world. We had the Moonies
cult in Korea, Reverend Jim
Jones — who led his hun-
dreds of followers to
Guyana and ordered them
to drink ‘Kool-Aid’ laced
with poisonous substance
which killed 900 or so in-
cluding 300 children — and
other well-known cult lead-
ers like Charles Manson
and his ‘family’ which en-
gaged in murder and other
heinous events in the late
1960s.

Pakistan has over the
years had great politicians
– it would be a disservice
to compare Imran to any of
them. They include brave
figures such as Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan who spent
37 years of his life in jail
but remained firm on his
ideology. His son Wali
Khan followed essentially
in the same tradition spend-
ing a long period of time in

jail. In Balochistan, Abdul
Samad Khan spent the en-
tire period of the Ayub
Khan regime in jail because
he refused to change his
views or ideology. There are
other figures such as GM
Syed from Sindh who also
spent over 30 years in jail
not because of any politi-
cal activity but because au-
thorities did not like their
stance and found it best to
incarcerate them instead of
allowing a democracy with
true differences of opinion
within it to grow and de-
velop.

There are a few ques-
tions now: what will be-
come of the cult Imran led?
The fate of Imran himself
will be determined by the
courts, and by time. He
could be disqualified or
jailed, or he could be left to
continue whatever remains
of his career. But the way
May 9 was orchestrated –
presumably by the party –
leading people to attack
state buildings and installa-
tions on May 9 put at risk
the lives of both young and
older people, from lower-
income and middle-income
families in Lahore,
Rawalpindi and other
places. Some of these
people — in fact many of
them — remain behind bars
for stealing all kinds of ob-

jects, including a peacock.
Their families have no-
where to go and nothing to
show for what they engage
in or what they did. Cer-
tainly, no ideological belief
or any kind of principle was
invo lved. They simply
thought they were follow-
ing a man who acted as a
cult leader, and found them-
selves in an extremely dif-
ficult position: children and
young men who knew no
better and had never been
taught history or politics or
creative thinking at schools.

In the future, these
people will most likely
think a little harder. We al-
ready have some thinking
taking place even now.

There are those who
ask whether the May 9
events can be justified. Even
some who had a role to play
in them or who knew people
who participated, have con-
demned the assault on pub-
lic buildings, the burning of
an ambulance and the other
violent events which took
place. They see the attack
on sensitive buildings as
dangerous. In Punjab, a ma-
jority of people have high
respect for the armed forces
and recognize it as a major
defence force. The men in
uniform stand tall in their
eyes. We wonder how Imran
stands now that he has been

defeated and left to pick up
the pieces of his shattered
political career.

The events of the com-
ing days will be interesting.
We will closely analyze how
the groups already breaking
away from the PTI will take
a shape of their own. One
of them will, of course, be-
come the new ‘King’s
Party’. We do not know if
the Elahi family or Tareen
or someone else will become
the chosen leader of this
group. But it is likely that
the group will do well and
just as Imran was pushed
into power, they will receive
the same boost and similar
assistance in their effort to
acquire power. For Pakistan,
the real question is what
they will do with it and how
they will handle things.

There are other ques-
tions as well. It is quite ob-
vious that separation of
powers needs to be prac-
tised in the country. This is
extremely difficult and has
not happened throughout
Pakistan’s history of over
seven decades, with hybrid
regimes being the order of
the day — year after year
and decade after decade.
There is still too much
movement of various play-
ers on the chessboard to de-
termine precisely what has
to happen next and how.

But we know that Imran is
unlikely to play a major role
in Pakistan’s politics again.
Already, people are criticiz-
ing how he put the lives of
other people at risk while
protecting himself.

How he asked his sup-
porters to protect him in
Zaman Park, allowing them
to face the police while he
remained within his home
protected by his support-
ers who had come out on
May 9 in hundreds.These
‘hundreds of people’ will
not be enough to bring Khan
to power. The fact that
more people did not come
out shows that people
know right from wrong and
know that what happened
on that day is wrong and
should not have taken place.
This is  something from
which all political parties
can learn and gain wisdom.

The wisdom perhaps
should match that of men
from outside Punjab such as
Baba Jan from Gilgit-
Baltistan, who has protested
for the rights of people in
the region despite a long
term in jail. These are real
heroes. We need to recognize
them and put them aside
from mere cult figures such
as Imran and others like him
who we have seen through-
out our political history. --
Courtesy TheNews

Qureshi returns
PTI vice  chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi has been
granted his freedoms back.
Given how brazenly the state
has targeted the party’s lead-
ership while denying them
due rights and liberties, one
wonders why.

On Tuesday, he  simply
walked out of Adiala Jail after
a Lahore High Court bench
set aside his detention order.
There was no police escort
waiting for him outside to
whisk him away on an erst-
while unknown charge, as
has been the norm for other
PTI leaders.

Nor did he address a press
conference  to denounce
Imran Khan, the PTI, or poli-
tics altogether — the usual
price for liberty paid by those
who have deserted.

Instead, Mr Qureshi used
his brief appearance before
the media to reiterate his com-
mitment to stand by the PTI
chief’s side and to assert that
he still holds “the flag of jus-
tice” in his hands and wishes
to see the party succeed.

Those speculating that Mr
Qureshi had only been al-
lowed to walk because he was
needed to relay an important
message to Mr Khan may be
on to something.

Mr Qureshi had announced
a planned meeting with the
PTI chairman on Wednesday,
in which, he said, he would
be sharing his political analy-
sis and seeking guidance from
Mr Khan on the path forward.

There was speculation that
the message he was actually
taking to Mr Khan was simple:
excuse yourself from politics,
or continue to watch your
party be decimated by the
state.

If true, this would be a
tricky dilemma for Mr Khan.
Mr Qureshi was named heir
by Mr Khan himself; choice
number one would see him
seize the prize of the cam-
paigning and considerable ef-
fort put in by Mr Khan into
reviving his party post the
2022 vote of no-confidence.
Choice number two could
leave Mr Khan isolated and
perhaps years away from a
comeback to mainstream poli-
tics.

Presenting a popular pub-
lic leader with such choices
is, of course, unfair; not to
mention it is unlikely to dent
his actual power. The ‘minus-
ing’ of popular politicians has
been tried many times before,
with the usual result that it
creates lasting problems and
resentments instead of pro-
viding enduring solutions.

What our powerbrokers
continue to not understand
is that political legitimacy is
not conferred by the state
that it can be taken away by
it too. It is drawn from public
support and can only be con-
tested through the demo-
cratic process.

Taking the PTI chief out of
the elections process may
satisfy a few egos, but doing
so will also make those who
are lawfully entitled to make
the decision regarding his po-
litical future resentful of the
state. Why would anyone risk
alienating a very youthful
population for very short-
term goals? One hopes there
are better options on the table
instead.
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LAHORE: Evacuee Trust Property Board (ETPB) members warmly welcomed
to the Sikh pilgrims at Wagah as a large number of Sikh Yatrees arrived in
Pakistan through Wagha Border to participate in religious rituals on the
occasion of Joor Mela.Sikhs from across the country and abroad poured into
Gurdwara Punja Sahib in Hassanabdal on the 417th death anniversary of the
fifth of 11 Sikh gurus, Guru Arjan Dev Ji.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali
Shah exchanges views with Auditor General of
Pakistan, Mohammad Ajmal Gondal during
meeting held at CM House in Karachi.

PESHAWAR: Khateeb Masjid Muhabat Khan
Molana Tayyab Qureshi is addressing the press
conference.

SWAT: Funeral prayers of policemen who was martyred during firing by
terrorists near Sabzi Mandi being offered at Javed Iqbal Shaheed Police Line.

ABBOTTABAD: Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali addresses
to media persons during press conference held at Abbottabad press club.

KARACHI: Sindh Governor, Kamran Khan Tessori along with others are
laying Foundation Stone during ceremony of the new building of the Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation, held in KarachiSWAT: Funeral prayers of
policemen who martyred during firing by terrorists near Sabzi Mandi being
offered at Javed Iqbal Shaheed Police Line

Governor KP says:
Despite difficulties PDM’s
government will provide

relief in fiscal budget

CM gives Rs 1.5m each for
families of 8 accident victims

PKLI given responsibility of hospitals waste disposal

PHC CJ directs judicial
officers to dispose off

petty nature cases swiftly
PESHAWAR (APP):
Justice Musarrat Hilali, the
Chief Justice of Peshawar
High Court on Thursday
visited District Jail,
Judicial Lockup and
district courts, Hangu.

She inspected each
barrack personally and
heard the problems of the
prisoners in  detail. The
District and Sessions
Judge, Senior Civil Judge
(Admin) and District
Police Officer, Hangu
accompanied her during the
jail visit.

Some of the prisoners
complained about their
non-release due to the non-
availability  of sureties
despite their being
admitted to bail therefore
directions were issued for
completing their trials at
the earliest.

She directed the
judicial officers for paying
surprise visits  to  the
judicial lockup and
disposal of petty nature
cases at the earliest.

J ud icia l o f ficers
were further directed for
keep ing the  cas es  o f
under-trial prisoners and
family cases on the fast
t rack fo r t he ir ea rly
disposal.

She issued directions
to the Deputy
Commissioner and District
Police Officer, Hangu for
the operationalization of
the newly constructed
district Hangu jail as the
judicial lockup is presently
overcrowded and lacks
facilities.

Directions were also
issued for the proper
medical facilitation and
treatment of the inmates.
The Chief Justice presided
over a meeting with the
Judicial Officers of the
district judiciary Hangu.

The District &
Sessions Judge, Hangu
briefed the Chief Justice
regarding the pendency and
disposal of the district
Judiciary and steps are so
far taken for the
operationalization of
District Jail Hangu.

The chair appreciated
the performance of the
district judiciary regarding
disposal of the under-trial
prisoners and family cases.
It was further directed that
the judicial officers shall
pay surprise visits to  the
police stations so that
in no cent  p eop le  m ay
not be illegally detained
and tortured.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi has announced
Rs.1.5 million financial
assistance each for the
families of eight youths of
Ichhra, who died when
their jeep fell into River
Neelum.

During a meeting with
the families of the deceased
at CM office on Thursday,
he said the deceased youths
were a source of
dependence and support
for their families. Family
members of three injured
youths in an accident
namely Muhammad
Fahad, Moin Ali and
Muhammad Hasnain were
also present.

Mohsin Naqvi
remarked that financial

assistance on behalf of the
Punjab government was not
a substitute to the lives of
their loved ones.

The CM expressed
his deep sense of sorrow
and   gr ief  o ver  th e
sorrowful incident with
th e heirs  of  d eceas ed
youth Ghulam Miraan,
Azh ar  As hra f , Um air
Ahm ed,  Sh ah nawaz ,
Bila l J illani,  Waleed
Abrar, Raheel Mahmood
an d with  th e he irs of
Rahim Khan.

Mohsin Naqvi
offered Fateha for the
departed souls, consoled
with family members of the
deceased  and also prayed
to grant fortitude to the
heirs to bear the irreparable
loss.

Provincial Minister

for Heath Dr. Javed Akram
will himself monitor the
treatment of the injured.
Mohsin Naqvi lauded that
the Rescue-1122 worked
day and night to search the
dead bodies.

Meanwhile, In  an
effort to elevate healthcare
standards, the caretaker
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi has issued
instructions to enhance
hygiene protocols and
diagnostic procedures in
teaching hospitals.

Recognizing the
significance of scientific
waste management, the
CM has given in-principle
approval to delegate the
responsibility of hospital
waste disposal to  the
Pakistan Kidney and Liver
Institute (PKLI).

School health screening
program to be proved

game-changer: Minister

ABBOTTABAD (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali Thursday has
said that despite the fact
that PDM’s federal
government is  facing
difficult economic
conditions but fiscal budget
2023-24 will provide relief
to the public without the
assistance of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

He expressed these
views while talking to the
media at Abbottabad Press
Club.

The Governor further
said that the government
has already provided relief
to the masses in the prices
of flour, petroleum
product and pulses before
the budget. The federal and
provincial governments are
actively engaged in finding

solutions to the difficulties
faced by the nation, adding
he said.

Ghulam Ali stated that
the previous government
has ruined the healthcare
system and their every
step during the government
demanding probe, they
hired people to sit at home
and abuse others and
maligned institutions.

Talking about
provincial assembly
elections the governor said
that the Supreme Court of
Pakistan has also ordered
to hold the election on the
same day and urged the
political parties to decide
collectively, which is  a
positive development.

Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji
Ghulam Ali, said that the
PTI government has
misused public resources

by forming boards,
government institutions
should not exceed their
authority and neither they
should not neglect their
responsibilities.

He said  that the
incident of 9th May is the
result of the indoctrination
of the young generation for
the past 10 years which
has created hatred in the
minds of young people
against the army and
police.

Haji Ghulam Ali said
that the nation is living in
peace and progressing due
to the efforts of the
Pakistani army, rangers,
and police and after the
May incidents the nation
has proven that it stands
with the Pakistani army
and those who are
safeguarding the
constitution.

IGP directs authorities to
swiftly complete safe city,

police force welfare projects

KU inks MoUs, MLT
students to get internships

KARACHI (APP): The
University of Karachi and
CDC Laboratories,
Muhammadi Welfare
Foundation, One Health,
and Tabba Kidney
Institute signed four
different memoranda of
understanding (MoUs)
according to which
students enrolled in the
evening programme of the
physiology department
will get the opportunity to
work in private companies
as interns.

KU Vice Chancellor
Professor Dr Khalid
Mahmood Iraqi, Director
CDC Lab Musa Khan,

Chief Operating Officer
Muhammadi Welfare
Foundation Mehdi Rizvi,
Director One Health Dr
Ismail Vohra, and Managing
Director Tabba Kidney
Institute Dr Bilal Jamil
inked the MoU documents
at the VC Secretariat on
Thursday.

C h a i r p e r s o n
Department of Physiology
Dr Taseer Ahmed Khan
briefed the meeting that
according to these MoUs,
students enrolled in BS
Medical Laboratory
Technology in the evening
program would get the
internship opportunities.

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar here on Thursday
directed the authorities
concerned to complete all
the ongoing projects
including safe city
authority and police force
welfare projects within
shortest possible time
frame.

Addressing officers
and officials at Civil Lines,
Police Headquarters here he
said,”I am delighted to
inform that the hurdles in
the recruitment process
have been removed and
now, the children of the
martyrs are being provided
jobs.”Endowment fund for
the welfare for the
martyr’s families had been
established, he said adding,
the promotions of the cops
from constable to DSP were
pending but, now more
than 1000 promotions had

been made during last four
months.

Special legal aid fund
had been established to
provide help and
assistance to the families of
Police Officers and
Officials facing cases.

He said, “We will fight
bravely, serve the nation
and the country.”

Regional Police
Officer, Rawalpindi, Syed
Khurram Ali, City Police
Officer, Rawalpindi, Syed
Khalid Hamdani, DPOs of
Attock, Jhelum and
Chakwal, SSP Special
Branch, CTO Rwp, SSP
Patrolling, RO CTD Senior
Officers, SDPOs, SHOs
and personnel from all the
units of police were
present on the occasion.

The IGP said that
early  completion of
different projects including
Safe City Rawalpindi
would be ensured.

Edu. vital for eradicating
extremism, violence from

society: Dr. Ayaz
PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Coordination Officer
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Centre of Excellence on
Countering Violent
Extremism, Dr. Ayaz Khan
Thursday said  that
education played an
important role in
eliminating violence and
extremism from the society
and promoting peace and
tolerance.

He expressed these
views while addressing a
seminar organized at the
Institute of Education and
Research Peshawar.

Director of the
institute Prof. Dr.
Inamullah Khan and senior
educationists also
addressed the seminar
while faculty members and
students participated in it.

Director of
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Waqarullah of Centre of

Excellence and Assistant
Prof. Amjad Rebaa was also
present on the occasion.

Dr. Ayaz Khan said
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Centre of Excellence on
Countering Violent
Extremism had been
established under the
National Action Plan
(NAP), a historic document
signed by the consensus of
all s takeho lders  t o
eradicate extremism and
ter ro ris m f ro m  th e
country.

He said that today our
country and region were
facing the challenges of
extremism and violence,
which had threatened the
peace and stability of the
society.

Education and
educated youth could play
an important role in
eliminating extremism and
violence, he added.

Meeting held to review
performance of dept,

security measures

Plan to maintain
cleanliness during

Eid-ul-Azha discussed

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Punjab Health
Minister Dr. Javed Akram
has said that the present
government’s initiative
school health screening
project will be proved
historic and game changer.

This was expressed
by him while jointly
presiding over a meeting
with Health Minister Dr
Nasir Jamal, held in the
Department of Specialized
Healthcare and Medical
Education here on
Thursday.

He said  that the
program would protect the
present and future
generations from
dangerous diseases in the
province.

He said that for the
first time in the history of
Pakistan, children were

going to be screened on
such a large scale.

Caretaker Punjab
Minister of Primary and
Secondary Health Care
Department Dr. Jamal
Nasir said that the PHC
would audit all the
laboratories regarding the
health screening of
children.

Families of patients
suffering from dangerous
diseases like thalassemia go
through extreme pain every
day, he said. The minister
said  that parents could
save their children from
lifelong disabilities through
school health screening
program. Earlier, the
ministers reviewed the
measures regarding blood
screening of the 9th grade
students in educational
institutions of Punjab.

BAHAWALPUR (APP):
Secretary Local
Government South Punjab
Muhammad Amin Owaisi
Thursday said  that
maintaining cleanliness on
Eid-ul-Azha will be a
challenge and Bahawalpur
Waste Management
Company should complete
all the arrangements for
providing sanitation
facilities on Eid as soon as
possible.

He was chairing a
meeting held to discuss the
Eid operational plan in the
committee room of the
Local Government and
Community Development
Secretariat, South Punjab.

Chief Executive
Officer Bahawalpur Waste
Management Company
Muhammad Naeem Akhtar

said that the company has
a strategy for the proper
collection and
transportation of animal
waste.

He said  that all
company officers and
sanitary workers will
perform their duties during
the Eid ul-Azha holidays.
He said that 34 Eid camps
will be set up in all the
union councils. He said
that 90 vehicles of the
company will also be active
in the field.

The company will
deliver  100,000 free
plastic bags for disposing
of animal waste before Eid.
For public convenience,
awareness camps would be
organized and waste bags
will be provided to people
coming to buy animals.

30 cops pinned
promotional

badges
LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
on Thursday organized a
special ceremony at the
Central Police Office in
honor of the officers who
were recently promoted to
the rank of inspector.

The IG Punjab and
other senior police officers
pinned new ranks to 30
promoted inspectors from
various districts including
Lahore in the ceremony.

Dr Usman Anwar
congratulated all the
officers on their promotion
to the rank of inspector and
expressed good wishes for
the future. He said that
during this week, more than
8300 promotions have been
made across Punjab, 600
promotions in patrolling
police, service structure of
CTD has also been fixed.

Dr. Usman Anwar
said that the health profile
of police force is complete
and psychological profiling
of convicted personnel will
be undertaken now. He
reiterated that all resources
and funds are being
utilized for welfare,
promotion.

Excise Mardan
recovers 6kg

hashish from a
vehicle, 1 held

PESHAWAR (APP): The
officials  of the Excise
Department Mardan in a
successful operation on
Thursday, recovered six
kilograms of hashish from
the secret compartments of
the vehicle and arrested one
person.

According to detail,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Excise and Narcotics
Control Department has
conducted operations
against drug sellers, dealers,
smugglers and facilitators
as directed by Secretary
Ehsanullah and Director
General Excise Akmal
Khan Khattak.

BISE Multan to commence
annual exams from March

next year: Chairman

PIC implants
first pulmonary

valve in
teenager

without cut
PESHAWAR (APP):
Peshawar Institute of
Cardiology (PIC) has
successfully performed
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
first Pulmonary Valve
Implantation procedure in
a child without a cut.

PIC is the first public
sector cardiac hospital in
the province which has
achieved the milestone by
successfully  performing
the first-of-its-kind
implantation of a
pulmonary valve to a 17-
year patient and brightened
the life hopes of children
suffering from complex
heart diseases in  the
province, said a
spokesperson of PIC
Riffat Anjum. She said that
Prof Dr Ijaz Hussain, Head
of Pediatric Cardiology of
PIC along with his teams
performed the
implantation procedure.

KARACHI (APP):
Additional Inspector
General of Police - Karachi
Javed Alam Odho on
Thursday chaired a high-
level meeting at Karachi
Police Office (KPO) to
review the performance of
the department and
security measures.

Zonal Deputy IGPs,
DIGP- Admin, DIGP CIA,
DIGP - Traffic, District
SSPs, SPs Headquarters,
SPs Investigation and other
senior police officers
attended the meeting.

The zonal DIGPs
briefed the police chief
about the performance of
their zones and informed
about the security

measures of police lines
and headquarters and other
important installations.

During the meeting,
the law and order situation,
and actions against
fugitives and proclaimed
offenders were also
considered.

The officers
concerned were directed to
take stern actions against
the elements involved in
drug peddling, gambling,
gutka business and other
social evils including street
crime.

The police chief
issued orders to further
tighten the security  of
police headquarters, police
lines and police offices.

MULTAN (APP): Board
of Intermediate and
Secondary Education
(BISE) Multan will start
conducting annual exams
from March next year for
better scheduling and
keeping in view the weather
intestines.

Chairman BISE,
Hafiz Muhammad Qasim
announced this while
holding a news conference
here on Thursday.

Accompanied by
Controller Examination,
M. Hamid Saeed Bhatti and
Secretary Khurram

Quraishi, he informed that
the Board administration
had always tried their level
best to  make the best
arrangements for the
Secondary School
Certificate (SSC) and
Higher Secondary School
Certificate (HSSC) exams
adding that no private
educational organization
staffer was engaged for it
unlike other BISEs.The
Chairman highlighted a
number of initiatives taken
this year to make the
examination process more
transparent including water.

Wassan
announces
subsidy on

fertiliser for
flood affected

farmers
KARACHI (APP):
Adviser to Chief Minister
Sindh on Agriculture
Manzoor Wassan, on
Thursday, said that Sindh
government will provide a
subsidy of Rs.60000 to
flood-affected farmers on
fertilizer.

The fertilizer subsidy
would be provided to the
farmers owning one acre
to 12.5 acres of land in the
third p hase  of the
fin ancia l as sistance
initiat ive for farm ers
affected  by rains and
floods last year, Adviser
to CM said in a statement
issued here.

Floods of 2022
destroy ed  3.6 millio n
Acres of Kh arif crops
out of total 4.4 million
Acres  wh ile  fa rm ers
suffered a loss  to  the
tune of Rs.421 billion as
p er  con s e rva t ive
estimates.
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ISLAMABAD: Finance Miniter Ishaq Dar and the economic team presenting Economic Survey of
Pakistan for FY-2022-23 to Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

LAHORE: A delegation of All Pakistan Business Forum led by Syed Maaz
Mehmood photographed with Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rehman
after a meeting

RECA General Secretary Adil Bhatti presenting
the shield on the occasion of a meeting with
Minister of State for Finance Ayesha Ghos Pasha.

NIMA conducts seminar on sustainable resource and blue economy on the
occasion of world oceans day.

QUETTA: Pakistan Association of Exhibition Industry (PAEI) Chairman,
Khurshid Barlas addresses to media persons during press conference
regarding 2nd International Property Expo held at Chamber of Small
Industries in Quetta

KARACHI: Daily use items are being selling at
shop while people are being worried for purchasing,
as the price of daily used general items have
touched up to sky due to price hiking in country
and citizens are expecting relief in upcoming
Budget 2023-24,  at Jodia Bazar in Karachi.

Govt taking all possible
measures to make country
economically strong, stable

USAID official
Pak has tremendous potential

to overcome economic challenges

Naveed invites British
Pakistanis to invest in Pak

Round Table discussion
on ‘African Continental
Free Trade Area’ held

FBR tax collection
increases by 16.1% to

Rs 5637.9b in 10 months

Masood emphasizes
bolstering trade

potential with Texas

Bangladeshi envoy vows
on furthering trade ties

Economic Survey

Agriculture sector grew
1.55% in 2022-23

Property tax rate lowest
in Pakistan: Excise Minister

IT registers
phenomenal

upward growth
of 178%

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Over the past 5 years, a
phenomenal upward
growth of 178 percent in
Information Technology
and ITeS exports has been
witnessed at compound
annual growth rate of 30
percent, the highest growth
rate in comparison to all
other local industries in
services.

According to  the
Economic Survey 2022-23
launched by Minister for
Finance and Revenue Ishaq
Dar here on Thursday
Pakistan’s IT and ITeS
industry is exporting its
services to 170+ countries
and territories.

The USA is the largest
market accounting for
54.54 percent of the export
remittances receipts,
followed by the UK (7.99
percent), UAE (6.91
percent), Ireland (6.73
percent) and Singapore
(4.95 percent),
respectively. The top 20 IT
and ITeS export
destinations accounted for
97.05 percent of export
remittances, while the rest
only accounted for 2.95
percent only.

Pakistani freelancers
contributed foreign
exchange earnings through
remittances of US$ 269.8
million (IT: US$ 156.9
million and non-IT: US$
112.9 million) during July-
March FY2023. Pakistani
freelancers are earning
valuable foreign exchange
and impacting remote and
rural communities.

OGRA
determines
RLNG price

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) in  accordance
with the Policy Guidelines
of the Federal Government
has determined the
Regasified Liquified
Natural Gas (RLNG)
prices for sui companies
effective from June 01,
2023. as under:

The prices of both the
companies have decreased
up to  5.07% in
transmission and 5.09% in
distribution for SNGPL,
for SSGCL 5.22% in
transmission and 5.23% in
distribution have been
decreased in the month of
June 2023 as compared to
the prices of May 2023.

The  overall
d ec reas e  in  t erm s  o f
amo u n t fo r SNGPL
transmission is -0.6307
cents  an d d is t r ibu t io n
-0.6816 cen t s  an d  fo r
S S G C  t r a n s m is s io n
0.6 269 c en t s  an d  fo r
d i s t r i b u t io n  - 0 . 7 1 4
ce n t s .

activity at
Port Qasim

KARACHI (APP): Five
ships namely, Maersk
Pelepas, MSC Tian-ping,
Al-Karama, Orange Victoria
and Kanha carrying
Containers, Coal, Gas oil
and LPG, berthed at
Container Terminal, Bulk
Terminal, Oil Terminal and
Engro Terminal
respectively.

A total of 11 ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them five
ships, Maersk Pelepas,
MSC Tian-ping, Milaha
Ras Laffan, LNG Ogun and
Kanha sailed out on
Thursday morning, MT
RSG, Haj Mohammed and
Ji-Li-669 are expected to
sail on today.

Cargo Volume of
149,257tonnes, comprising
108,056 tones imports
Cargo and 41,201 tonnes
export cargo , including
containerized cargo carried
in 2,484 Containers (636
TEUs Imports and 1,848
TEUs export) was handled
at the port during last 24
hours.

PQA handling
cargo of Rs

31.53m tonne
FY 2022-23

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Port Qasim Authority
(PQA) was handling cargo
of Rs 31.53 million tonne
as compared to Rs 42.20
million tonne during the
corresponding period of
last year depicting a 25
percent decrease in handled
cargo compared to previous
fiscal year.

According to  the
Economic Survey on
Thursday, the total
tonnage handled contained
liquid cargo of Rs 13.18
million tonne, dry/break
bulk cargo  of Rs 9.24
million tonne and
containerized cargo of Rs
9.11 million tonne.

Additionally, the
PQA handled Rs 0.75
million.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
USAID Deputy
Administrator Isoble
Coleman on Thursday said
despite all facing
difficulties on economic
fronts, Pakistan had
tremendous potential to
overcome all the
challenges.

Talking to the media,
she said, “When I look at
Pakistan’s economy, yes I
see high inflation, but I also
see enormous
opportunities to see IT
sector exports grow and
enhance food security. The
US wants to see a stable
and prosperous Pakistan.”

Responding to
another question, she said
that Pakistan needed to

follow robust economic
reforms agenda to come out
of the current economic
crisis.

However, she said the
private sector and other
stakeholders during
meetings with her
expressed hope for coming
out from the current
economic challenges.

The USAID official
said she held meetings with
the private sector working
in various groups.  She said
the US and Pakistan
enjoyed cordial relations
for the last 75 years.

To a question, Isoble
Coleman said soon after her
arrival in  Pakistan she
visited flood-affected areas
and witnessed that the

situation on the ground
was not good enough.

She said flood-
affected areas of Sindh
province were facing the
worst situation due to
damaged infrastructure,
washed away crops and
livestock.

She said the USAID
had pledged an additional
$16.4 million in funding to
bolster the recovery and
resilience of communities
in Pakistan devastated by
the unprecedented floods
of 2022.She said  these
catastrophic floods
affected an estimated 33
million people, wreaking
havoc on vital
infrastructure, crops,
livelihoods, and livestock

across the nation.
The newly allocated

funds, she said, would
provide support to over 20
million individuals affected
by the floods, facilitating
their recovery, enhancing
risk reduction measures,
and fostering resilience.

“The assistance will
tackle the growing
challenges of food
insecurity, malnutrition,
and disease outbreak
prevention.” Moreover,
she said the funding would
empower humanitarian
partners to  deliver
nutritious meals to mothers
and children, aid in  the
reconstruction of local
infrastructure to mitigate
future disasters and expand.

LONDON (Online):
Commerce Minister
Naveed Qamar has invited
British Pakistanis to invest
in Pakistan to benefit from
profitable business
opportunities and business
friendly environment in the
country.

He was addressing a
reception hosted by High
Commissioner Moazzam
Ahmad khan at the Pakistan
High Commission London.

The event brough t
together UK
Parliamentarians, British
Pakistani community, and
businesspersons.

During his speech,
Minister Qamar called
upon the British Pakistanis
to explore the diverse
investment opportunities
in Pakistan and highlighted
the potential for lucrative
profits.

He gave an overview
of the favorable business
environment in Pakistan,
mentioning the presence of
successful British
companies operating in the
country.

The Minister
expressed his appreciation
for the positive
contributions of the
Pakistani diaspora in the
progress and development
of Pakistan, as well as their
instrumental role in
fostering strong bilateral
ties between Pakistan and
the United Kingdom.

Earlier, in  his
welcome remarks, High
Commissioner Moazzam
Ahmad Khan underscored
the deep-rooted and
longstanding relationship
between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom.

He regarded Minister

Qamar’s visit  as a
testament to the enduring
strength of this special
bond between the two
nations.

Highlighting the
remarkable progress made
in trade and investment, the
High Commissioner shared
that Pakistan’s exports to
the UK had surpassed the
historic milestone of $2
billion for the first time in
history.

This outstanding
achievement represents a
remarkable increase of
197%. The High
Commissioner also
expressed his admiration
for the invaluable
contributions of the
British Pakistani
community in supporting
Pakistan and fostering
friendly relations between
the two countries.

Independent Report
LAHORE: A delegation of
All Pakistan Business
Forum led by Syed Muaz
Mehmood called on
Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman here today at
Governor House Lahore. In
the meeting, measures
regarding promotion of
business and industries in
the country were
discussed.

Speaking on the
occasion, Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said  that the
government under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif is
taking all possible
measures to  make the
country economically and
economically strong and
stable. He said that the
business community is a
great source of generating
employment opportunities
in the country.

Governor Punjab said

that the economic
development and
prosperity of the country
comes with the promotion
of industrialization and
business. He said that in
this modern era, the use of
modern machinery in the
field of agriculture is
inevitable. Governor
Punjab said  that the
country gets a lot of foreign
exchange from cotton and
its related products. In
order to  promote the
textile sector and increase
exports, there is a need to
focus on the cultivation of
cotton crop.

He said  that the
government is making all-
out efforts to increase the
cultivation of cotton crop
and improve the quality of
the seed. Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that as the
Governor, he has formed a
consortium to strengthen
links between the industry
and the academia.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The African Missions in
Pakistan, in collaboration
with the Centre for
Afghanistan, Middle East
& Africa (CAMEA) at the
Institute of Strategic
Studies (ISSI), organized a
Round Table Discussion on
African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA).

The Heads of African
Missions in Pakistan and
Heads of Pakistan
Missions in Africa also
spoke on the occasion.
Senior Officers from the
Foreign  Office and
Ministry of Commerce,
academics, area specialists
and members of the
business community and
students participated in the
event.

In  his keynote
address, the Dean of the
African Group/
Ambassador of Morocco,
Mohammad Karmoune,
said that Africa had a
significant role to play in
driving inclusive growth

and sustainable
development globally.

“AfCFTA is the
common will of the 54
African countries to build
a common market for goods
and services, unlock the
potential for the
development of the
Continent, and increase the
inter-state trade among
African countries,” the
Envoy added.

He stressed that the
main objective of AfCFTA
was the Continent’s
economic integration and
development. While talking
about Pakistan, he said
that business communities
from Africa and Pakistan
can collaborate in order to
benefit from numerous
opportunities on the
Continent.He said that the
implementation of the
AfCFTA will undoubtedly
unveil an excellent
potential fo r fur the r
gro wth in  Pakis t an -
Afr ica t rad e  an d
economic relations.

WASHINGTON (Online):
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States Masood
Khan has called for
bolstering existing
potential of trade and
commerce and promotion
of people to  people
exchanges.

He made these
remarks while talking to
Salman Bhojani, elected
member House of
Representatives US State
of Texas, whom he received
at the Embassy in
Washington .

The Ambassador said
technology, oil and gas and
other sectors provided a
solid base to forge robust
business linkages and
bringing our people closer
to each other.

He felicitated Salman
Bhojani on being elected as
member of Texas
Assembly, observing that
his achievements and his

work make the entire
community proud.

Discussing his
priorities, Representative
Bhojani said that he was
working to bring the
communities together.

He said  that he
considered all Muslims and
Pakistanis living in Texas
as his constituents and was
focused on promoting love
and compassion among
them. Expressing
satisfaction over the
increasing number of Pak-
American parliamentarians
at the state as well as
federal level, Masood Khan
observed that the elected
representatives could play
a huge role in encouraging
Pakistani-Americans to
invest in Pakistan. They
can also facilitate Pakistani
students in  visiting the
United States and learn
from US expertise in
advanced disciplines.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR)’s net provisional tax
collection has increased by
16.1 percent during the
first ten months of the
fiscal year 2022-23 to Rs
5637.9 billion against Rs
4,855.8 billion same period
last year.

According to  the
Economic Survey 2022-23
launched here on
Thursday, the domestic
component of tax revenue
collected by the FBR
increased by 20.2 percent
and stood at Rs 4,886.1
billion in the first ten
months of the current
fiscal year as compared to
Rs 4,064.0 billion last year.

The net collection of
direct tax has registered a
growth of 44.2 percent
from Rs 1,743.7 billion to
Rs 2,514.9 billion during
July-April FY2023.

The bulk of the tax
revenues of direct taxes is

realized from income tax.
The major contributions of
income tax have come from
contracts, imports, and
profit payout.

The tax payments
with tax declaration and
collection on demand have
also shown high growth, it
added.

The gross and net
sales tax collection during
the period under review
has Rs 2327.5 billion and
Rs 2090 billion showing
growths of around 1.7
percent and 1.2 percent,
respectively.

Around 64 percent of
total sales tax was
contributed by sales tax on
imports during the same
period, while the rest was
contributed by the
domestic sector.

According to  the
Economic Survey, the
collection of  Federal Excise
Duty (FED) during the ten
months of FY2023.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Deputy High
Commissioner of
Bangladesh S. M.
Mahbubul Alam on
Thursday said Pakistan
and Bangladesh have
brotherly  relations and
efforts are being made to
strengthen bilateral trade
relations.

Addressing the
members of the Hyderabad
Chamber of Small Traders
and Small Industry
(HCSTSI) here, he said
there are more than twenty
trade, cultural, social, civil
aviation, and other
agreements between both
countries. Bangladesh is the
eighth largest population in
the world with a literacy
rate of more than 80
percent due to  free
scholarships and facilities
for students, he informed.

Responding to  the
request of HCSTSI
President Farooq
Shaikhani to facilitate the
visa process for
businessmen, he assured
that he would personally

write a letter to  the
Bangladesh Ministry of
Foreign  Affairs for the
issuance of visas to the
business community of
Hyderabad and hoped that
visas would be issued as
soon as possible so the
business community of
Hyderabad can participate
in trade and exhibitions in
Bangladesh.

He invited HCSTSI to
form a delegation to visit
the Bangladesh High
Commission in Karachi and
said Bangladesh is a global
market and the
businessmen of Pakistan
can take full advantage of
the trade policies of
Bangladesh.

He informed that
annual export of
Bangladesh is 50 billion
dollars, which he hoped
would increase to  100
billion dollars by 2030.
This is mainly because of
ready-made garments, he
said and added Bangladesh
is the second largest
exporter of ready-made
garments in the world.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The agriculture sector in
the country recorded about
1.55% growth during 2022-
23 as against the growth of
4.27 percent of the same
period last year.

According to  the
Economic Survey of
Pakistan 2022-23 launched
here Thursday, the
contribution of important
crops recorded at 18.23
percent to value addition in
agriculture sector and 4.18
percent to  GDP. Other
crops contributed 14.49
percent in value addition of
agriculture sector and 3.32
percent in GDP.

To lessen the miseries

of flood affects and revival
of the agriculture sector,
the government announced
Kissan  Package-2022,
consequent upon the
floods-2022, the Rabi
season crops have shown
higher yield, which
compensated the crop
damages of the Kharif
season, leading to  an
overall growth of
agriculture sector to 1.55
percent. During the period
under review, wheat output
grew by 5.4 percent as total
output reached to 27.63
million tons during current
season, whereas the
sugarcane output grew by
2.8 percent.

FAISALABAD (APP):
Caretaker Excise and
Communications Minister
Bilal Afzal has said that
although the property tax
rate was lowest in Pakistan
as compared to other
countries of the South
Asia, yet the people still
avoided from paying taxes.

He was addressing a
briefing arranged to review
performance of Excise &
Taxation Department
(ETD) Faisalabad here on
Thursday.

He expressed concern
over the collection of tax
less than its target and said
that ETD Faisalabad would
have to work hard to meet
tax collection targets. He
added that only those
inspectors who had

excellent performance
should be appointed in the
areas to overcome the issue
of low tax recovery rate. In
this connection, a special
media awareness campaign
should also be launched to
motivate the people for
paying taxes, he suggested.

The minister assured
that he would extend all
possible support to
resolve the shortage of
staff and other problems in
ETD Faisalabad. Director
Excise Noman Shaikh while
giving a briefing said that
the target of Rs.4.93 billion
was fixed this year and out
of it, 70 percent tax had
been co llec ted so far.
However, efforts were
accelerated to  achieve
the target.
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Food not reaching
needy, US suspends
food aid to Ethiopia

Tensions in US-Saudi
ties cloud Blinken

visit to Riyadh

CNN chief
Chris Licht

ends turbulent
run at network

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: Chris Licht,
the embattled head of CNN,
has stepped down “effective
immediately,” the network’s
parent company Warner
Brothers Discovery an-
nounced on Wednesday, as
the global news outlet
struggles to reverse a ratings
decline. After joining CNN
last year, Licht came under
fire for editorial decisions in-
cluding a recent town hall
meeting with former presi-
dent Donald Trump that was
dominated by cheering from
supporters and jeering at
moderator Kaitlan Collins.

Russia says top UN court
should dismiss Ukraine’s case

over Crimea and terrorism funding

Spain hatches plan to
win Macron over to

EU-Mercosur trade pact

UN commission accuses Israel of taking
aim at Palestinian human rights groups

Iran’s president
to visit three Latin
American countries

next week
Monitoring Desk

MEXICO CITY: Iranian
President Ebrahim Raisi
will visit Cuba, Nicaragua
and Venezuela next week,
Iran’s state news agency
IRNA announced on
Wednesday, adding that the
upcoming tour stemmed
from invites from the presi-
dents of each of the Latin
American nations.

IRNA said documents
to expand bilateral coopera-
tion will be signed between
Iran and the three countries
during Raisi’s visit, men-
tioning economic, political
and scientific issues. India rebukes Canada

over parade float showing
assassination of Indira Gandhi

4 children injured in knife
attack in French town, 2

in critical condition

US Supreme Court rules
for Jack Daniel’s in fight

over parody dog toy

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: A visit by the
U.S. Secretary of State to
Saudi Arabia drew little
Saudi media coverage on
Thursday at a time of
soured relations despite a
U.S. push to defuse rows
that have touched on oil
prices, human rights and
Riyadh’s opening to Iran.

Antony Blinken was
the second top U.S. official
to visit Washington’s clos-
est strategic ally  in  the
Middle East in less than a
month, following a May 7
trip by White House na-
tional security adviser Jake
Sullivan.

However, Blinken’s
meetings  with Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman, the kingdom’s de
facto ruler, and Gulf Coop-
eration Council foreign

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India’s for-
eign minister on Thursday
hit out at Canada for allow-
ing a float in a parade de-
picting the 1984 assassina-
tion of Indian Prime Min-
ister Indira Gandhi by her
bodyguards, perceived to be
glorification of violence by
Sikh separatists.

“I think there is a larger
underlying issue about the
space which is given to
separatists, to extremists,
to people who advocate
violence,” S. Jaishankar told
reporters in New Delhi
while commenting about
the tableau in a parade.

“I think it is not good
for relationships, not good
for Canada,” he said.

Canada’s High Com-
missioner for India also
condemned the incident at
a parade by Sikh activists
in the Canadian city  of
Brampton. Video circulated
in recent days on the
internet showed a tableau

from the parade featuring
Gandhi wearing a blood-
stained white saree with her
hands up as turban-clad
men pointed guns at her. A
poster behind the scene
read: “Revenge”.

“I am appalled by re-
ports of an event in Canada
that celebrated the assassi-
nation of late Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi,”
Cameron MacKay said on
Twitter.

“There is no place in
Canada for hate or for the
glorification of violence. I
categorically condemn
these activities.” Reuters
was not immediately able
to reach the organisers of
the parade for comment.
Indira Gandhi was assassi-
nated in 1984 by two Sikh
bodyguards after she al-
lowed the storming of the
holiest Sikh temple, aimed
at flushing out Sikh sepa-
ratists who demanded an
independent homeland to
be known as Khalistan.

Monitoring Desk
MADRID: Spain will ap-
peal to President Emmanuel
Macron’s ambition to make
the European Union a
“third pole” in world affairs
in its bid to secure vital
French backing for a stalled
EU trade deal with South
America, according to three
senior government and dip-
lomatic sources.

Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Pedro Sanchez believes
he has a window of oppor-
tunity to  revive the
Mercosur free trade agree-
ment (FTA) - which has
been frozen for four years -
during Spain’s forthcoming
presidency of the EU be-
cause of his close relation-
ships with Brazil’s Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva and Argentine Presi-
dent Alberto Fernandez,
government and diplomatic
sources said.

Sanchez, who will be
campaigning for reelection
at home, plans to announce
the next steps at a regional
summit on July 17-18 as
his presidency of the EU
begins, according to two
diplomatic EU sources and
two Spanish government

sources.
Macron has champi-

oned boosting the EU’s
“strategic autonomy”. He
said in April the union of
27 nations could become a
“third pole” in world af-
fairs, alongside the United
States and China.

Sanchez will attempt
to persuade him the
Mercosur pact would help
the EU to broaden its alli-
ances with other open,
democratic nations and to
“rebalance” the geopolitical
map, according to two se-
nior Spanish government
sources and two EU diplo-
matic sources.

The EU agreed to the
trade deal in principle in
2019 after two decades of
on-off talks with Mercosur
– which groups Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Paraguay and Uru-
guay. But before it takes
effect, blocs are negotiating
a so-called “side letter” that
pushes for more commit-
ments on climate change
and biodiversity.

In economic terms,
Europe stands to  gain
greater access to manufac-
tured goods, notably cars,
which face tariffs of 35%.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: A Syrian national
wounded four children and
an adult in a knife attack in
a French park on Thursday,
police said, leaving some of
the victims critically ill in
hospital. The attack, which
happened in the French al-
pine town of Annecy, was
carried out by a Syrian na-
tional with legal refugee sta-
tus in France, a police offi-
cial told Reuters.

“Children and one
adult are between life and
death. The nation is  in
shock,” French President
Emmanuel Macron said in

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: The US
Supreme Court on Thurs-
day gave a boost to Jack
Daniel’s in its trademark
dispute with a dog acces-
sory company that sold a
parody chew toy resem-
bling the distiller’s widely
recognized black-label whis-
key bottle.

The 9-0 decision
authored by liberal Justice
Elena Kagan threw out a
lower court’s ruling that the
pun-laden “Bad Spaniels”
vinyl chew toy sold by VIP
Products LLC is an “ex-
pressive work” protected
by the U.S. Constitution’s
First Amendment. Jack

Monitoring Desk
NAIROBI: The U.S.
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
said on Thursday it was
suspending food aid to
Ethiopia because its dona-
tions were being diverted
from people in need.

A spokesperson said
in a statement that USAID
had determined, in coordi-
nation with the Ethiopian
government, that a “wide-
spread and coordinated
campaign is diverting food
assistance from the people
of Ethiopia”. The statement
did not say who was be-
hind the campaign or who
the aid was being diverted
to. The United States is by
far the largest humanitarian

UAE and Cambodia
sign bilateral

trade deal
Monitoring Desk

DUBAI: The United Arab
Emirates and Cambodia
signed a bilateral trade agree-
ment on Thursday, the Gulf
state’s fifth such deal un-
der a trade strategy
launched in 2021.

Known as Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-
ship Agreements (CEPA),
the trade strategy is a key
pillar of the UAE’s economic
growth plans as it seeks to
reduce its dependence on fos-
sil fuels. The agreement with
Cambodia will reduce or re-
move tariffs, “eliminating bar-
riers to trade, and creating new
avenues for strategic invest-
ment,” Thani Al Zeyoudi,
UAE’s minister for foreign
trade tweeted. Non-oil trade
between the UAE and Cam-
bodia reached $407 million in
2022, with the aim of push-
ing this beyond $1 billion in
the next five years.

Daniel’s Properties Inc is
owned by Louisville, Ken-
tucky-based Brown-
Forman Corp (BFb.N).

The dispute pitted the
whiskey brand’s trademark
rights against legal protec-
tions for creative expres-
sion - in this case, a send-
up by Phoenix-based VIP
Products of Jack Daniel’s
Old No. 7 Tennessee whis-
key bottle featuring comi-
cal dog poop-themed
changes like a label reading
“the Old No. 2, on your
Tennessee Carpet.”

“This case is about
dog toys and whiskey, two
items seldom appearing in
the same sentence.”

donor to Ethiopia, where
more than 20 million people
need food aid, most of them
due to drought and a re-
cently-concluded war in
the northern Tigray region.

According to an inter-
nal briefing by a group of
foreign donors to Ethiopia
that was seen by Reuters,
USAID believes the food
has been diverted to Ethio-
pian military units.

“The scheme appears
to be orchestrated by fed-
eral and regional government
entities, with military units
across the country benefit-
ting from humanitarian as-
sistance,” said the docu-
ment from the Humanitar-
ian and Resilience Donor
Group (HRDG).

Finland’s Foreign
Minister Haavisto
to run for president

Monitoring Desk
HELSINKI: Finland’s For-
eign  Minister Pekka
Haavisto said on Thursday
he will run for president in
next year’s election, hoping
to succeed Sauli Niinisto
who is stepping down af-
ter two terms.

It will be Green Party
member Haavisto’s third
attempt at becoming
Finland’s head of state, hav-
ing been the runner-up in
both 2012 and 2018.

“Recently, many
Finns from very different
backgrounds have con-
tacted me and appealed for
me to become a candidate
in next January’s presiden-
tial election,” Haavisto told
a press conference, adding
that he would run as an in-
dependent.

A poll in  daily
Helsingin Sanomat on
May 22 found that 36%
of Finns favoured
Haavisto to become presi-
dent, making him a narrow
favourite ahead of Bank of
Finland Governor Olli
Rehn at 31% and foreign
policy think tank chief
Mika Aaltola at 24%.

Haavisto is expected
to step down as foreign
minister later this month
after the centre-left govern-
ment of which he is part lost
April’s parliamentary elec-
tion.

The first round of
Finland’s presidential elec-
tion is due on Jan. 28 next
year.

‘AI doctor’ better at
predicting patient

outcomes, including death
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: Artificial
intelligence has proven it-
self useful in reading medi-
cal imaging and even shown
it can pass doctors’ licens-
ing exams.

Now, a new AI tool has
demonstrated the ability to
read physicians’ notes and
accurately anticipate pa-
tients’ risk of death, read-
mission to hospital, and
other outcomes important
to their care.

Designed by a team
at NYU Grossman School
of Medicine, the software
is currently in use at the
university’s affiliated
hospitals throughout New
York, with the hope that
it will become a standard
part of health care.

A study on its pre-
dictive value was pub-
lished on Wednesday in
the journal Nature.

Lead author Eric
Oermann, an NYU neuro-
surgeon and computer sci-
entist, said that while non-
AI predictive models have
been around in medicine
for a long time, they were

hardly used in practice be-
cause the data they needed
requires cumbersome
reorganisation and format-
ting.

But  “ on e th in g
that’s common in medi-
cine everywhere, is phy-
sicians write notes about
wha t th ey ’ve seen  in
clinic, what they’ve dis-
cussed with patients,” he
said.

“So our basic insight
was, can we start with
medical no tes as our
source of data, and then
build predictive models
on top of it?” The large
language model, called
NYUTron, was trained on
millions of clinical notes
from the health records of
387,000 people who re-
ceived care within NYU
Langone hospitals be-
tween January 2011 and
May 2020.

These included any
records written by doc-
tors, such as patient
progress notes, radiology
reports and discharge in-
structions, resulting in a
4.1-billion-word corpus.

China, India must step back
from Himalayan border

confrontation: Indian FM

24 killed after
van falls into

ravine in
Afghanistan
Monitoring Desk

KABUL: Twenty-four
people, including 12 women
and eight children, died on
Wednesday when the van
they were travelling in fell
into a ravine in northern
Afghanistan, police said.

“Due to the neglect of
the driver, the vehicle devi-
ated from the road and fell
into a ravine. Twenty-four
people are dead,” said Den
Mohammed Nazari, a po-
lice spokesman in Sar e Pol
province.

No further details
were available about the
cause of the accident.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: India and
China must find a way to
step back from potential
confrontation in the west-
ern Himalayas, India’s for-
eign minister said on Thurs-
day, fearing that the
militarised, disputed border
could lead to conflict be-
tween the nuclear-armed
neighbours.

Both militaries have
fortified positions and de-
ployed large numbers of
troops and equipment in
the last three years, after a
clash in which 20 Indian
soldiers and four Chinese
soldiers were killed in hand-
to-hand fighting, without a
shot being fired.

“The two of us have
to find a way of disengag-
ing because I don’t believe
this present impasse serves
China’s interest either,”
Foreign Minister

UK’s Sunak, Biden to focus
on deepening economic ties
at White House meeting
Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: U.S.
President Joe Biden and
UK Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak will focus on deep-
ening close economic ties
between the United States
and Britain when they meet
at the White House on
Thursday, with Russia’s
war in Ukraine another big
topic for the NATO allies.

U.S. and British offi-
cials said the two leaders
will review a range of glo-
bal issues, including joint
economic and security in-
terests, artificial in telli-
gence, support for Ukraine,
and further action to accel-
erate the clean energy tran-
sition.

The meeting, their
fourth in as many months,
comes as Western officials
race to ascertain whether
Russia was responsible for
the destruction of the Nova
Kakhovka dam, which has
displaced thousands of
people and caused major
economic and environmen-
tal damage. Ukraine and
Russia have traded blame
for the dam’s destruction.

The two leaders will

Monitoring Desk
JERUSALEM: Investiga-
tors commissioned by the
U.N.’s top human rights
body on Thursday accused
Israel of “delegitimizing and
silencing civil society” by
outlawing Palestinian hu-
man rights groups and la-
beling their members as
“terrorists.”

The findings came in
the annual report by the
Human Rights Council’s
“Commission of Inquiry.”
The commission, led by a
three-member team of hu-
man rights experts, was es-
tablished in 2021 following
an 11-day war between Is-
rael and the Hamas militant
group in Gaza. Israel ac-
cuses the rights council, and

the commission, of being
unfairly biased.

The report also ac-
cused both Hamas and the
rival Palestinian Authority
in  the Israeli-occupied
West Bank of committing
rights violations. But it said
most of the violations it had
uncovered were committed
by Israel as part of a cam-
paign it says is aimed at
“ensuring and enshrining its
permanent occupation at
the expense of the rights of
the Palestinian people.”

Former U.N. human
rights chief Navi Pillay,
who leads the commission,
accused Israeli and Pales-
tinian authorities of “limit-
ing the rights to freedom of
expression and peaceful

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
told reporters in  New
Delhi.

“The fact is the rela-
tionship is impacted, and
the relationship will con-
tinue to be impacted. If
there is any expectation that
somehow we will normalise
while the border situation
is not normal, that’s not a
well-founded expectation,”
he said.

Several rounds of mili-
tary and diplomatic talks
have helped ease tensions
between the two opposing
armies, but Jaishankar had
in March described the situ-
ation there as fragile and
dangerous.

Jaishankar said the
two governments remained
in touch, and there were
several military and diplo-
matic mechanisms in place
for both sides to communi-
cate.

association.” “We were par-
ticularly alarmed by the
situation of Palestinian hu-
man rights defenders, who
are routinely subject to a
range of punitive measures
as part of the occupation
regime,” she said. In 2020
and 2021, Israel designated
seven Palestinian rights
groups as terrorist groups,
effectively outlawing them.
It later raided and shut some
of their offices.

Israel says the groups
are connected to the Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation
of Palestine — a secular,
left-wing movement with a
political party as well as an
armed wing that has carried
out deadly attacks against
Israelis.

field questions at a joint
news conference after their
meeting, an opportunity
not afforded to every world
leader who visits the White
House, and will also issue a
joint statement, officials
said.

Biden and Sunak last
met in Hiroshima, Japan, at
the Group of Seven sum-
mit last month. They also
met in Belfast in April and
in San Diego in March at a
trilateral event marking the
defense partnership of the
U.S., Australia and Britain.

The two will discuss
joint U.S.-UK leadership on
critical and emerging tech-
nologies, as well as coordi-
nated efforts to strengthen
both countries’ economic
security, White House
press secretary Karine
Jean-Pierre said  on
Wednesday. The discussion
will touch on artificial in-
telligence safety, Britain an-
nounced late Wednesday,
saying it would host the
first summit on the issue
this autumn to discuss how
the risks of AI can be miti-
gated through internation-
ally coordinated action.

Monitoring Desk
THE HAGUE: Russia urged
judges at the United Na-
tions’ highest court on
Thursday to throw out a
case brought by Ukraine
against Moscow over the
2014 annexation of the
Crimean Peninsula and the
arming of rebels in eastern
Ukraine before Russia’s
full-scale invasion in Febru-
ary 2022. “We appear be-
fore you today in order to
demonstrate that Ukraine’s
application must be dis-
missed because it is with-
out any legal foundation.
Nor does it have any factual
evidence to back it,” Rus-
sian Ambassador to the
Netherlands Alexander
Shulgin told judges at the In-
ternational Court of Justice.

Lawyers for Ukraine
said as hearings in the case
opened Tuesday that Russia
bankrolled a “campaign of in-

timidation and terror” by
rebels in eastern Ukraine start-
ing in 2014 and sought to re-
place Crimea’s multiethnic
community with “discrimi-
natory Russian nationalism.”

Ukraine filed the case
in 2017, asking the world
court to order Moscow to
pay reparations for attacks
and crimes such as the shoot-
ing down of Malaysia Air-
lines flight MH17 by a Rus-
sian missile fired from terri-
tory controlled by Moscow-
backed rebels on July 17,
2014, killing all 298 passen-
gers and crew. The Ukrainian
government alleges that Rus-
sia breached two treaties: the
International Convention for
the Suppression of the Fi-
nancing of Terrorism and the
International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination.

Addressing the terror-
ism funding allegation,

Michael Swainston, a British
lawyer representing Russia,
said Ukraine’s legal team failed
to establish that actions by
pro-Moscow rebels in east-
ern Ukraine could be consid-
ered terrorism. “It is impera-
tive to distinguish between
terrorists who deliberately tar-
get civilians and soldiers who
foresee that civilians will be
killed as collateral damage
while striking a military tar-
get,” Swainston said. “The
former is a war crime, while
the latter represents lawful
conduct. And of course, sol-
diers also make mistakes.”

He also disputed that
the downing of MH17 could
be considered an act of ter-
rorism and sought to under-
mine findings by a Dutch
court that last year convicted
two Russians and a pro-
Moscow Ukrainian of mul-
tiple murders for their roles
in downing the Amsterdam.

a statement on Twitter, call-
ing the attack “an act of
absolute cowardice”.

French Interior Min-
ister Gerald Darmanin said
on Twitter that the attacker
had been arrested.

Two children and one
adult are in life-threatening
condition, while two chil-
dren were slightly hurt,
police said.

Witnesses said at least
one child involved was in a
stroller.

BFM TV showed
footage of several police-
men overpowering an indi-
vidual in a park.

French police personnel maintain a secure cordon in Annecy, south-eastern
France, following a mass stabbing in the French Alpine town.

Antoine Armand, center, deputy for the Savoie region, in the French Alps,
speaks at the National Assembly.

French Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne and French Interior and Overseas Minis-
ter Gerald Darmanin leave the Haute Savoie prefecture in Annecy, French Alps.

Police said in a statement arrests have been made on suspicion of breaching
public peace.

ministers were relegated to
the inside pages of Al-
Watan and Okaz, the two
major newspapers in Saudi
Arabia.

Their front pages were
devoted to unrelated top-
ics including the arrival of
star French football striker
Karim Benzema in Jeddah
to join the Al Ittihad club.

Blinken and the crown
prince, widely known as
MbS, had “open, candid”
talks for an hour and 40
minutes, a U.S. official said,
covering topics including
the conflict in neighbouring
Yemen, the war in Sudan,
Israel, and human rights.
The semi-official English-
language daily Arab News
covered Blinken’s com-
ments in his talks at GCC
headquarters, including
those touching on Yemen.
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QUETTA: Relatives of missing persons are hold-
ing pictures of victims during a seminar.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing the National Vice Chancellors Peace Conference.

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Tessori ex-
changing views with Governor Balochistan Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar at Governor House.

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Turkmenistan headed by Mr. Maksat Babayev,
State Minister and Head of Turkmengan calls on Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif.

QUETTA: A group photo of participants of a seminar held in connection with
launching of Community Led Local Governance Policy

Tribal elders of Zhob meeting with Provincial Advisor Information Mitha Khan Kakar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Health Abdul Qadir Patel and USAID Deputy Administrator Isobel
Coleman with Pakistan and U.S officials Participating in Pak-U.S Health dialogue.

President Dr. Alvi says

Universities must keep students
away of extremism, violence

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Thursday called upon the
universities to play an ac-
tive role in preventing in-
tolerance, extremism and
violence among students
and guide them towards a
positive mindset.

The universities, he
said, should arrange regular
capacity-building training
sessions for their manage-
ment and faculty members
to inculcate in students the
ability to resolve conflicts
and extremism.

Addressing the Na-
tional Vice Chancellors’
Peace Conference, the
president said banning the
students’ unions in univer-
sities was not a solution and
stressed that there was a
need to change their mindset
through proper teaching
methodologies.

He said  the step
would ensure the reforma-
tion of students to help
them contribute towards
the country’s better future,
sustainable peace and pros-
perity.

President Alvi
stressed the need for pro-
moting ethics, morality,
empathy, forgiveness and
tolerance among the stu-
dents. He said the students
must not be indulged in ac-
tivities which created stress
among them.

To overcome the on-
going crisis, he said, priori-
ties should be defined in
streamlining the country’s
economy, reducing inflation,
poverty and the rule of law.

The president hoped
that the challenging times
would pass soon and the
country would witness ex-
ponential growth within

five to seven years. The
country will stand on
strong footings again, he
said. The two-day confer-
ence was jointly organised
by Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), Pakistan,
National Counter-Terror-
ism Authority (NACTA)
and Shaoor Foundation for
Education and Awareness
(SFEA). The conference
themed “Academic Dis-
course on Countering Ex-
tremism - The Way For-
ward” is a significant mile-
stone in the implementation
of the Peace, Advocacy and
Community Engagement
through Transformation
(PACT) for Tolerance
project, which is built on a
foundation of collaboration
and cooperation between
SFEA, HEC Pakistan,
NACTA, and other policy-
level stakeholders.

PM approves ‘revolutionary
program’ for uplift of youth,
farmers, women in budget

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday ap-
proved the inclusion of a
‘revolutionary programme’
in the upcoming budget
2023-24 for the uplift of
youth, women and farmers.

As per the prime
minister’s directives, the
funds have been allocated
in the upcoming budget for
projects on the welfare of
youth and women as well
as for agriculture tube-
wells.

According to a PM
Office statement, in the next
fiscal year, the youth
would be provided interest-

free loans and endowment
fund would be established
for education and sports.

The prime minister
approved the establishment
of Pakistan Endowment
Fund for Education on the
pattern of Punjab Endow-
ment Fund.

Under the Fund, the
intelligent but poor stu-
dents from across the coun-
try, would be given educa-
tional scholarships.

The funds have been
allocated Prime Minister
Youth Programme to extend
small loans to the youth.

The government has
also specified funds to im-

part skill training to the
youth, including in infor-
mation technology.

The upcoming budget
would also have funds for
the distribution of 100,000
laptops among youth, be-
sides extending financial
support to the IT startups.

The government has
made budgetary allocations
for the promotion of sports
activities among youth and
to encourage their participa-
tion.

The upcoming budget
will also feature the funds
allocations for a
programme to achieve the
economic empowerment
of women.

The prime minister
also approved a programme
for the solarisation of agri-
culture tube-wells which
would be implemented in
the second phase of PM’s
Kissan Package.

Hunting of rare birds & animals banned:

GoB cancels all allotments of birds’
hunting areas in Balochistan

 
CM declares there would be no permission of hunting of rare birds to any local or
foreigner in province; directs concerned authorities to ensure implementation on

UN Charter and Balochistan Wildlife Protection Act

Balochistan govt keen to
implement Balochistan

Disability Act 2017

Ahsan Iqbal says:

No comparison of figures &
targets due to 2022-23 as
‘a year of force majeure’

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal on Thursday said dur-
ing the current fiscal year
Pakistan faced unprec-
edented financial and natu-
ral calamities, so it was not
a ‘normal year.”

Addressing a news
conference while launching
the Pakistan Economic Sur-
vey 2022-23 along with
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, he
termed the FY 2022-23 “the
year of force majeure due
to the extraordinary situa-
tion confronted by the
country after the previous
government allowed $84
billion unnecessary im-
ports, $50 billion trade defi-
cit, the Finance Division’s
inability to pay any penny
for the last quarter of 2021-
22 and devastating floods

of the last year.
Elaborating what he

called “unprecedented trag-
edies”, the minister said the
country faced $50 billion
trade deficit mainly be-
cause of the $84 billion
imports, which the previ-
ous government of Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI)
allowed in its last year for
luxury items and to oblige
friends.

“The $84 billion im-
ports pushed the country
into the severe economic
crisis that has eaten away
all the foreign exchange re-
serves.”

The second tragedy,
the minister said, was the
Finance Division’s inability
to issue any development
budget [zero] for the last
quarter of 2021-22 due to
the non-availability  of
funds because of failed eco-
nomic policies of the PTI
government.

Independent Report
QUETTA:  In a major de-
velopment, the Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
cancelled all allotments of
the birds’ hunting areas all
over the province.

This was announced in
an official hand out issued
here on Thursday.

According to the offi-
cial communique, the pro-
vincial government has the

authority to allot of the
hunting areas or cancel it
under the 18th constitu-
tional amendment. More-
over, on this, the Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo as-
serted that we would
wholeheartedly defend our
right and power in this re-
gard. He said that the gov-
ernment has the constitu-
tional and legal protection

of using its very that au-
thority, and the
government’s decision can
not be challenged at any le-
gal forum. In addition to
this, the Chief Minister de-
clared that there would also
be ban on trophy hunting
in the province.

Mir Abdul Quddus
Bizenjo maintained that
there is no need of earning
money and establishing re-

lations at the cost of life of
innocent birds and animals.
The Chief Minister said
that if anyone has any
doubt about the decision of
government, then one may
contact with the Forests
and Wildlife Department.
Earlier, taking action for pro-
tection of the rare birds and
animals, the Chief Minister
declared the land of Balochistan
prohibited for the hunting.

Community Led Local
Governance Policy”
officially launched

Kickboxer
Rind calls on
Jan Jamali

QUETTA (APP):
Kickboxer Shazaib Rind
called on Speaker
Balochistan Assembly Mir
Jan Muhammad Jamali here
on Thursday. Jamali con-
gratulated Rind for his excel-
lent performance in the light-
weight 68 kg kickboxing
competition in the United
States of America. He said
that the youth of Balochistan
were now shining the name
of Pakistan’s green crescent
flag all over the world.

Wang Wenbin says

China-Pak-Iran trilateral
meeting successful step to
enhance regional security

QUETTA (APP):
Balochistan government is
keen to implement
Balochistan Disability Act
2017 and initiated the de-
velopment of Rules of
Business for its successful
implementation.

The initiative will help
transform the Disability
Act into practical guidelines
to ensure effective imple-
mentation of the Disability
Act 2017, said a news re-
lease issued here Thursday.

Balochistan is the pio-
neer in the approval of the
Disability Act in 2017 but
the Act has not been fully
implemented due to the ab-
sence of Rules of Business.

In their efforts to-
wards ensuring the inclu-
sion of the rights of persons

with disabilities in
Balochistan, the provincial
Social Welfare Department
along with Sightsavers held
a two-day consultative
workshop on the develop-
ment of Rules of Business
for Disability Act 2017.

Muhammad Saleem
Khosa, Director General
Social Welfare Department
appreciated Sightsavers
and other stakeholders in-
cluding HANDS, CBID
Network, TSO and Quetta
Online on this much-
needed support especially
consultations with people
with disabilities. He said
that it would help in ensur-
ing the rights of persons
with disabilities creating an
equal access to opportuni-
ties and services for them.

BEIJING (APP): Chinese
Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Wang Wenbin on
Thursday said the first
meeting of China-Pakistan-
Iran trilateral consultation
on counter-terrorism and
security was a successful
step taken by the three
countries to enhance re-
gional security and stabil-
ity.

“On June 7, Director-
General Bai Tian of the De-
partment of External Secu-
rity of China’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs held in
Beijing the first meeting of
the China-Pakistan-Iran
trilateral consultation on
counter-terrorism and secu-
rity  at directors general
level,” he said during his
regular briefing while shar-

ing information about the
meeting.

He said Seyed Rasoul
Mosavi, Assistant to the
Foreign Minister and Di-
rector General of South
Asia of Iran’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and Abdul
Hameed, Director General
on Counter Terrorism of
Pakistan’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs attended the
meeting.  China’s Assistant
Foreign Minister Nong
Rong met the heads of Pa-
kistani and Iranian delega-
tions, he added.  The
spokesperson said the three
sides held in-depth ex-
change of views on the re-
gional counter-terrorism
situation and joint efforts
to tackle the cross-border
movement of terrorists.

NAB found more
evidence in Al-Qadir
Trust case: Irfan Qadir

Economic Survey

Remarkable progress
achieved on CPEC

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The transport infrastruc-
ture sector in China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) has achieved re-
markable success, said Pa-
kistan Economic Survey
2022-23 released on Thurs-
day. It added that realizing
the importance of modern
transportation infrastruc-
ture, the CPEC offers Pa-
kistan a unique opportu-
nity to integrate with the
regional markets.

On the Eastern Align-
ment (roadway projects lo-
cated in Sindh and Punjab),
the groundbreaking of the
Sukkar-Hyderabad (M-6)

section of the motorway
was done in  December
2022. On the Western Align-
ment (projects located in
Northwestern Punjab, KP,
and Baluchistan), the
groundbreaking of the
D.I.Khan- Sagu section of
N50 was also done during
the same period, said the
budgetary document.
Moreover, the construction
work on the 298 km Zhob to
Kuchlak road project was in
progress. Also, other projects
such as Khuzdar-Basima (110
km), Nokundi-Mashkhel
(103 km), and Hoshab-
Awaran M-8 (146 km) were
under implementation.

Pakistan will continue
to support Kashmiris’

struggle: FO

50 dead in ‘suicide blast’
at ex-governor’s funeral

in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD (INP): The
Foreign Office Spokesper-
son, Mumtaz Zahra Baloch,
has said that Pakistan will
continue to  extend its
moral, political and diplo-
matic support to the
Kashmiris in their just and
peaceful struggle for settle-
ment of the Kashmir dis-
pute.

Addressing the
weekly press briefing in
Islamabad on Thursday,
she expressed concern over
the prevailing situation in

Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said, “We are re-
minded of the plight of the
Kashmiri children, who
continue to suffer because
of continued siege and bru-
tal oppression by the In-
dian forces.”

She said an entire gen-
eration of Kashmiri children
has grown up in a climate
of fear, violence and repres-
sion.

Monitoring Desk
KABUL: A devastating
blast rocked a mosque in
Afghanistan’s Badakhshan
province where funeral
prayers of the province’s
former deputy governor
were being offered on
Thursday.

According to local
sources, some 50 people
died while 25 others sus-
tained injuries during the
blast at Nabawi mosque in
the Hesa-e-Awal area of
Faizabad.

Eyewitnesses re-
vealed that the explosion
was triggered by a suicide

bomber who targeted the
congregation directly.
Among the victims was
Mulvi SaifUllah Samim, the
former police chief of
Baghlan province.

“The locals estimate
that the blast claimed the
lives of around 50 people,
including senior officials
and Samim, the ex-police
chief.

The wounded were
promptly transported to
Faizabad hospital for urgent
medical treatment,” stated
a local resident, claiming
that the blast was carried
out by a suicide bomber.

Independent Report
QUETTA. A step towards
development and prosper-
ity of Balochistan, Under
the Banner of Balochistan
Local Government and Ru-
ral Development Depart-
ment the “Community Led
Local Governance Policy”
has been officially launched
. On this occasion a grand
ceremony was organized in
Provincial capital Quetta.

This Policy shows the
commitment of the
Balochistan Government to
foster a more inclusive and
participatory approach to
local governance, one that
fully recognizes the needs
and builds on the strengths
of communities and citi-
zens. Secretary Local Gov-
ernance Rural Development
Mr Dostain Jamaldini
launched  the CLLG policy
through digital launching.

Honorable guest
Member provincial Assem-
bly and chairman standing
Committee local govern-
ment Qadir Nail expressed
his views and said that It

gives me great pleasure to
be here today to address
such an esteemed gathering
at the launch of the Com-
munity Led Local Gover-
nance Policy Launch Event.
As we all know, governance
is a critical issue facing the
entire country, particularly
the Balochistan province
where the problem of gov-
ernance is contributing to
many socio-economic and
political problems and di-
rectly impacts the daily life
of its ordinary citizens. In
order to ensure that the gov-
ernment is able to provide
its citizens with the neces-
sary services and amenities,
it is essential that the prob-
lems of governance are ad-
dressed.

. The Local Govern-
ment Act 2010 of
Balochistan was an impor-
tant step towards improv-
ing local governance in the
province. However, with
the passage of time further
reforms were needed to im-
prove the functioning of the
system.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Account-
ability  Irfan Qadir on
Thursday said the National
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB) had found more evi-
dence in connection with the
Al-Qadir Trust corruption
case. Addressing a press
conference, the SAPM said
the accountability watch-
dog had traced transactions
worth Rs 4.50 billion from
the accounts of Farhat
Shehzadi, the friend of
former prime minister’s
wife, and efforts were un-
derway to bring her and her
husband back from abroad
for further investigation.

The NAB Ordinance

stressed for across the
board accountability and
there was no sacred cow
“when it comes to account-
ability”, he added.

SAPM Iran Qadir said
the matters of superior
court judges could be re-
ferred to NAB if they had
“criminal overtones or an
element of corruption”.

He viewed that the ju-
dicial system was being ma-
nipulated by certain people
on the outside and that there
were indications of an ele-
ment of corruption. The gov-
ernment while considering
such matters exercised ex-
treme caution regarding the
formation of the commission
to investigate the matter.

Sanjrani
terms his visit

to Russia a
historic one

ISLAMABAD (Online):
During his four-day visit to
Russia, Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
held meetings with Russian
Parliamentarians and Gov-
ernment officials  to
strengthen ties between the
two nations. Notably,
Chairman Sanjrani met with
Deputy Prime Minister
Alexandar Novak,  Chair-
man of the state, VV
Volodin, and paid respects
at the monument of the un-
known soldiers near the
Kremlin  wall by laying
flowers.

In addition to these
engagements, Chairman
Sanjrani delivered a signifi-
cant address at the plenary
session of the Federation
Council of the Federal As-
sembly of the Russian Fed-
eration, marking a new
chapter in the development
of bilateral relations.

During the meetings,
Chairman Senate
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
emphasized the importance
of Pakistan’s historical and
political relationship with
Russia. He highlighted the
role of regional relations in
promoting social and eco-
nomic development and ex-
pressed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to the vision of re-
gional progress. The pur-
pose of the visit was to el-
evate bilateral relations to
new heights.

Khattak mulls
forming ‘new
political party’
ISLAMABAD (INP): Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) senior leader Pervez
Khattak, who recently re-
signed from the president
of the party’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter over
the May 9 violent protest,
has decided to form a new
political party, sources said
on Thursday. Sources privy
to the development said
PTI deserters are expected
to join the new political
setup led by senior politi-
cian Pervez Khattak.
Khattak has claimed that more
than 50 former members of
parliamentarians (MPs) are in
contact with him and would
join his new political set-up,
say sources.


