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First Russian oil ship
docks at Karachi port

PM terms development ‘beginning of a new relationship
between Pakistan and Russian Federation’

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Sunday said that the first
cargo of discounted crude
from Russia has arrived in
the country, adding that the
discharge of oil will com-
mence today (June 12).

“I have fulfilled another
of my promises to the na-
tion. Glad to announce that
the first Russian discounted
crude oil cargo has arrived
in Karachiand will begin oil
discharge tomorrow,” the
premier tweeted. “Today is

atransformative day. We are
moving one step at a time
toward prosperity, eco-
nomic growth, energy secu-
rity, and affordability,” PM
Shehbazsaid. He stated that
the arrival of the first-ever
Russian oil cargo in Pakistan
was thebeginning ofa “new
relationship between Paki-
stan and the Russian Fed-
eration”.

“I commend all those
who remained part of this
national endeavor and con-
tributed to translating the

promise of Russian oil im-
port into reality,” the prime
minister added.

Last year, Finance Min-
ister Ishaq Dar had an-
nounced that the country
was considering buying dis-
counted Russian oil, point-
ing out that neighbour India
had been purchasingoil from
Moscow and Islamabad also
had a right to explore the
possibility. Subsequently,
State Minister for Petroleum
Musadik Malik had flown to
Moscow for talks on issues

including oil and gas supplies
after which the govemment an-
nounced that twould purchase
discounted crudeoil, petrol, and
diesel fiom Russia.

InJanuary 2023, a Rus-
sian delegation arrived in
Islamabad for talks to
finalise the deal. During the
three-day meeting, the
countries decided to ad-
dress all technical issues —
insurance, transportation
and payment mechanism
— to sign an agreement by
late March this year.
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KARACHI: Sindh ChiefMinister Syed Murad Ali Shah holding a post-bud-

get press conference at the Sindh Assembly’s auditorium.

Bilawal asks
to particip

PPP activists
ate in relief

activities in rain hit areas

KARACHI (INP): Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has expressing deep
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives and
property damages due to
rain followed by strong
wind, thunderstorm in vari-
ous districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has directed
the authorities concerned
for facilitating the affectees.
A statement issued by
mediacell of Bilawal House
on Sunday, the Chairman
Pakistan Peoples Peoples
Party (PPP) said that his
sympathies were with the
families of the victims of
the miserable incidents.
Bilawal asked the of-

fice bearers and activists of
party to coordinate with
administration and actively
participate in the rescue and
relief activities in rain hit
areas of the two province

especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
He said that due to cli-

mate change, monsoon in
Pakistan was proving to be
tragic as the country had to
face worst situation.

The foreign minister
said that though hundreds
of thousands people were
rescued during tragic inci-
dents relating monsoon but
the affectees were still wait-
ing for the pledged finan-
cial assistance.

Nominations of Murtaza
Wahab, Hafiz Naeem,
others approved

KARACHI (INP): The Returning Officer on Sunday con-
ducted scrutiny of nomination papers of the candidates
forKarachi's Mayor and Deputy Mayor s election.

The RO after scrutiny approved nomination papers
of Murtaza Wahab, the People’s Party’s candidate for
mayor. The RO also approved nomination of Najmi Alam,

PPPs covering candidate, for Mayor s election.

W

PPP’s deputy mayor s candidate for Karachi, Salman

Murad's nomination papers were also approved.
The RO also approved, the nomination papers of
Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman, the Jamaat Islami s candidate

for Karachi s mayor electio

n.

The election official also approved papers of other
candidates of JI Saifuddin advocate, Qazi Sadruddin and

Junaid Mukati.

Red alert along coastal areas
as ‘Cyclone Biparjoy’ just

770km away

KARACHI (INP): Authori-
ties in Sindh and Balochistan
have issued red alert and
banned fishingand swimming
along the coastal areas after
the Very Severe Cyclonic
Storm (VSCS) “BIPARJOY”
over eastcentral Arabian Sea
is maintaining its intensity and
ishardly 770kilometers away
from Karchiand 750km from
Thatta.

The administration of
the southern port city of
Karachi imposed a com-
plete ban on going into
open sea for sailing, fish-

from Karachi

ing, swimming or bathing
under Section 144.

The ban was imposed
after the Pakistan Meteo-
rological Department
(PMD) issued an alert, ad-
vising fishermen not to
venture in open sea from
Monday, 12 June 2023 on-
wards tillthe system is over
as the “Arabian Sea condi-
tions may get very rough/
high accompanied with high
tides along coast”. The
tides could rise up to 10 feet
as soon as the cyclone strike
the coastal belt.

PM grieved over
loss of lives in
Punjab, KP rains

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Sunday expressed
grief and sorrow over the
recent loss of precious hu-
man lives in rainstorms in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Punjab.

In a statement issued
on Twitter, he said rescue
departments and relief
teams were working to help
the affected people.

Without any doubt,
these were effects of climate
change resulting in damage
caused by unusual hail-
storms, untimely rains and
melting of glaciers, he
added.

These weather
events were not only caus-
ing loss of lives and prop-
erty but were also badly
affecting agriculture and
economy, he said adding
Pakistan was one of the
countries which were
worst affected by climate
change.

The PM said at
present the whole world
was facing the negative ef-
fects of climate change.

Electricity short
fall reaches
to 5588MW

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Electricity short fall reached
to 5588Mega Watt (MW)
as total production is
18412MW and demand is
24000MW.

8hours load shedding
is continue in various parts
of country.

According to sources
of power division 4500MW
is producing through hydra
electric plants. Government
thermal power plant is pro-
ducing 1650MW and pri-
vate power stations produc-
tion is 11900MW. Solar
penal is producing 80MW
electricity and Wind power
plant is producing 250MW.

Begas is producing
32MW electricity.

PM hopeful to
reach agreement
with IMF in June

LAHORE (APP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
Sunday expressed hope that
Pakistan will reach agree-
ment with International
Monetary Fund (IMF) in
June to get the remaining
loan as his government had
met all the conditions with
sincerity. Speaking at a cer-
emony at Sabzazar Sports
Complex here, he said he had
a long conversation with
chief of IMF recently and
he assured that the govemn-
ment would meet conditions
for the loan and provide the
required information about
budget.

He said Pakistani na-
tion was vibrant and was
capable of meeting all the
comingeconomic challenges
in case of any further delay
in the IMF programme.

He said despite all the
economic difficulties, the
federal government raised
thesalaries of employees by
30 to 35 percent, increased

increased minimum wage
from Rs 25000 to Rs 32000.
The government was aware
of the economic difficulties
of the poor people, he
added. He said major funds
were allocated for the sec-
tors of agriculture and infor-
mation technology in the
federal budget presented by
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar,
adding the budget would
provide reliefto the common
man and create jobs.

The prime minister
said he assumed govern-
ment in April 2022 amid
very tough economic con-
ditions. Last year, the gov-
ernment of Imran Niazi
broke the agreement with
International Monetary
Fund and the coalition gov-
ernment had to face the
challenge of rising commod-
ity and oil prices in the in-
ternational market and then
it spent huge funds for the
relief and rehabilitation of
people affected by the dev-
astating funds.

pension by 17 percent and

LAHORE: Prime Minister Mian Muhammad
Shehbaz Shareef is addressing during his visit at
Sabzazar Sports Complex.

Pak not responsible for
climate change still becomes
‘Ground Zero’: Sherry

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change, Sherry
Rehman has said that Paki-
stan is not responsible for
the climate change but it has
still become the ‘Ground
Zero’ of the climate change.

Taking to her twitter
handle on Sunday, she
tweeted: “Deeply grieved
over the loss 0f 29 precious
lives in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
rain related incidents.
Equally shares the grief of
the victim family. Pray for
earlier recovery of the in-
jured.”

Sherry Rehman lauded
the Pakistan Army, PDMA
and other related local or-
ganizations for their instant
action, launched rescue and
relief activities after the di-
saster.

After Sindh, pre-

monsoon showers, gusts
and disaster caused by
them in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
was matter of grave con-
cern, she added.

The minister climate
change said that windstorm,
heavy rain and hailstorm
adversely affected human
being, cattle, standing
crops, dilapidated buildings
and wood-stone made
houses.

The PPP leader said
that all provincial govern-
ment and concerned orga-
nizations have been di-
rected to remain vigilant for
tackling the climate change
related incidents.

Sherry Rehman said
Sindh and Balochistan gov-
ernments has also been di-
rected for advance emer-
gency measures regarding
‘Cyclone Hyper Biparjoy’.
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KARACHI: People are seen at

Seaview beach despite alerts to remain away

ahead of the Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm Biparjoy, in Karachi.

A man to cry ‘alone at home’
after election to Mayor of
Karachi: CM Murad

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah while alluding to
JI Karachi Emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on Sun-
day said thata man shall be
crying ‘alone athome’ after
June 15, the day when the
elections to Mayor of
Karachi will take place.

He said the man
claimed that they had man-
date but on the other hand
he denied the holding of the
elections.

While addressing a
Post-Budget press confer-
ence at Sindh Assembly
auditorium, he said that it
was the responsibility of
the Sindh government to
present the elected local
bodies representatives,
who were under arrest and
facing criminal charges on
the day of the election to

Mayor of Karachi.

Syed Murad Ali Shah
said this would be the first
time in the history that their
elected local bodies repre-
sentatives would be serv-
ing the people across the
province.

He said, ‘It will be our
local government in Sindh
for the first time.’

While speaking on the
budget, he said that budgets
were being presented since
1937 and this was the 59*
budget.

He said that the cause
ofthe development in Sindh
was only due to the stabil-
ity in the province.

He said that the Paki-
stan People’s Party would
bring stability in the coun-
try.

He said that the total
outlay of the budget esti-

mated for the next financial
year 2023-24 was Rs2.25
trillion.

The Chief Minister
said that the estimated de-
velopment budget was over
Rs700 billion.

He said that there
were four major compo-
nents of the budget, which
included education, health,
law and order and local bod-
ies.

He also enumerated a
number of schemes and
projects for Karachi includ-
ing K-IV and other
projects.

Syed Murad Ali Shah
said that they had worked
more and more over devel-
opment side in the ongoing
year compared to the pre-
vious years and hoped that
the next financial year
would be much better.

Maryam says
‘PTI can now
easily fit in
a Qingqi’ after
defections
Monitoring Desk
SHUJABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Senior Vice Presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz took
a jibe at the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) say-
ing the entire opposition
party can fit in a Qingqi
rickshaw following defec-
tions in the wake of May 9

violence.

“Today he himself is
the president, general sec-
retary, chief organiser and
spokesperson of the party
and the only candidate of
his party,” she said while
referring to PTI chief Imran
Khan.

The ruling party
leader made these remarks
while addressing the PML-
N’s youth convention in
Punjab’s Shujabad city on

Sunday.
At the rally, the PML-
N stalwart was also

coronated with gold tiara
studded with beautiful
pearls.

Unlike PTI, Maryam
said the PML-N did not
dismantle because “it is the
people’s party and not a
fake party”.

She said the PTI
“which was formed after
the hard work of 26 years,
disintegrated in 26 min-
utes”.

Fire broke in
K.E grid station,
electricity
suspended in

many areas

KARACHTI (Online): K.
Electric grid station caught
by fire due to which elec-
tricity suspended in many
areas in Sunday.

K.E spokesman rec-
ognized that grid station
that is linked with defence
was affected by fire broke.
Firebroke in one part of grid
station and explosion was
heard.

However fire taken in
control immediately after it
broke.

Further spokesperson
said grid station is closed
for time being which will be
restored soon.

Three to four hours
are need to repair the grid
station: spokersperson K.E

Over Rs112514.1mlin
tax collected:
Mukesh Chawla

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Minister for Excise, Taxa-
tion and Narcotics Control
Mukesh Kumar Chawla
while releasing the details
oftax collection in the cur-
rent fiscalyear, has said that
in the current fiscal year
from July 2022 to May
2023 a total  of
Rs112514.159 million in
tax has been collected.
According to the de-
tails, Rs 9,476.699 million
in terms of motor vehicle
tax, Rs 66,690.691 million
in the form of infrastructure
cess, Rs674.931 million in

the form of professional tax
and Rs3.417 million in the
form of cotton fee while the
remaining amount was re-
ceived in the form of other
taxes. The Provincial Min-
ister expressing his satis-
faction over the overall situ-
ation of tax collection said
that the Excise department
had achieved more than 90
per cent tax targets and
hopefully they would get
over 100 per cent tax tar-
gets by June 30.

He advised tax default-
ers to take advantage of the
online tax filing facility.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori presenting bucket to Italian Consul Gen-
eral Danilo Giurdanella.

Cyclone Biparjoy:

Karachi commissioner
orders removal of
billboards

KARACHI (INP):
Karachi Commissioner
Igbal Memon has directed
authorities concerned to
remove all billboards from
the city in view of the
Arabian Sea Cyclone
‘Biparjoy’ that has inten-
sified into an “extremely
severe cyclonic storm”.

In a letter written to
all deputy commissioners,
Memon has directed that
all signboards on buildings
and rooftops be immedi-
ately removed.

Healso ordered that all
deputy commissioners
must remain active in their
respective areas and do
safety measures in view of
the rain forecast and gusty
winds under the influence
of Cyclone Biparjoy. ‘Cy-
clone 760km away from
Karachi’

Arabian Sea Cy-

clone ‘Biparjoy’ that has
intensified into an “ex-
tremely severe cyclonic
storm” on Sunday morn-
ing has been 760 kilome-
ter away from Karachi,
the Met Office said.

The cyclonic storm
now lies at a distance of
about 760km south of
Karachi, 750km south of
Thatta and 860km
southeast of Ormara, ac-
cording to the weather
report.

The cyclonic
storm’s trajectory will
likely to remain north-
wards. Maximum sus-
tained surface winds are
140-160 Km/hour gusts
150 Km/hour around the
system center and sea
conditions being phenom-
enal around the system
center with maximum
wave height 30-40 feet.
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Economic woes of
Balochistan: role
of federal govt.

In the wake of strong stance adopted by the Chief Min-
ister Balochistan, Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo against what
it has been termed the “non-cooperative” and “callous”
mindset of the federal government, the Prime Minister
Muhammad Shahbaz Shariftook righteous decision and
action to resolve the otherwise burning financial issues of
the province. A 13-member high-powered parliamentary
committee has been formed on special directives of the
Prime Ministerto look into the financial and other related
matters Balochistan province and obviously the incum-
bent government led by the Chief Minister Bizenjo has
been facing for quite sometimes. The committee led by
Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani consists of
the Federal Finance Minister, Muhammad Ishaq Dar,
Federal Minister Planning and Development, Ahsan Igbal,
Law and Parliamentary Minister, Azam Tarar, as well as
the Ministers of Petroleum, Science and Technology, Agha
Hasan Baloch (also from Balochistan) and few others
besides the central leader of the JUI, Senator Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, Senator Manzoor Ahmed Khan
Kakar and MNA Nawabzada Khalid Khan Magsi.

As per the official reports, the committee would
take up the financial issues of the province besides the
arrears against the federal government and Pakistan Pe-
troleum Limited (PPL) and gas mining lease agreement,
and so other related matters. The committee would also
prepare recommendations to resolve the issues being
faced by the province almost within two weeks.

The Premier has also directed the Ministry of Pe-
troleum for release of the dues of Balochistan payable
against the PPL. Till ours going to the press, a summary
has already been prepared by the concerned Ministry
for the clearance of PPL dues to the province, which
have exceeded from Rs. 45 billion, as per the official
reports in the province. And now when all these very
positive developments have taken places, it is high time
forthe federal government to act favourably and instantly
as committed by the Prime Minister and come to the
rescue of Bizenjo-led government resolving the financial
problems of the province with the award of its due con-
stitutional share in the NFC Award; release of funds for
the federal funded development projects included in its
PSFP; payment of the arrears against PPL, inclusion of
more public welfare and interest projects from Balochistan
in the new federal PSDP, renewal of the lease agreements
of mining with the concerned companies as per the policy
(after 18thamendment) and release of special grant of Rs.
10 billion as announced by the PM for flood affected
people and areas, on top of the list. Needless to mention
here is that all these issues and demands of the province
are based on reality and justified. One can hope that PM
would keep strict vigil on compliance of his directives so
as to remove the grievances of the Balochistan govern-
ment and obviously of people of the province. Undoubt-
edly, it would also help the government to prepare a real
public-friendly and development-oriented provincial bud-
get for the next financial year. In addition to his, the
federal government should also include additional de-
velopment schemes of the province in new federal PSDP
besides ensuring execution of the previous and current
projects of the road sector, most importantly the dual
carriage Chaman-Quetta-Karachi highway.

Winners and losers

Muna Khan

Do not read this piece if
you plan to watch the TV
series Succession which
aired its final episode last
month and has been the
subject of much talk
among arts critics and so-
cial media users. A lot of
that talk on Twitter cen-
tres on what will TV be like
without Succession be-
cause everything about it
was so good — the writ-
ing and performances
were truly outstanding.
The premise of the
show seems simple: three
children compete to in-
herit their father, Logan
Roy’s media company
Waystar Co; meanwhile
the father toys with each
child, letting them think
they will inherit the earth
even though he thinks
they’re all incompetent.
Pretty much everyone on
the show is varying de-
grees of self-absorbed,
entitled and/or ruthless.
Given my interest in
the media, I felt the show
proved a prescient warn-
ing to media companies
trying to become the next
big thing. Companies like
Vice and Buzzfeed which
launched big but weren’t
able to bring in the rev-
enue and ultimately shut
shop — as happened to a
fictional company in Suc-
cession early on in the
series. Even in fiction, digi-
tal outlets have it tough
and come off as ill-
thought-out be it business
models, or content like the
Roy children’s idea for
The Hundred which one
Roy son described as
“Substack meets
Masterclass meets the
Economist meets the New
Yorker”. Even the rich
struggle to come up with
original ideas but it
doesn’t stop them from
trying to be the next big

thing. As I write this, two
women in New York, who
launched a physical news-
paper for Gen Z in 2020
and shut it down in No-
vember last year, have
launched a website called
Byline. It’s a strange ham-
ster wheel on the media cir-
cuit.

World-over, the old
guard struggles to keep
up with the dizzying speed
of advancements taking
place in the communica-
tion industry. Coming out
on top is all that matters.
Succession gives us a
small peek into what kind
of lines media owners are
willing to cross to stay rel-
evant or to build and main-
tain relationships with
business interests, politi-
cians; to ensure they’re
setting agendas across
the news industry. It also
tells us how rich these
media owners are. Audi-
ences may know the par-
tisanship of channels in
Pakistan but there’s little
documented about their
other business interests or
the nature of their rela-
tions with political parties
or non-state actors. What,
for example, are some
non-legacy media compa-
nies thinking as elections
approach. Who will de-
liver fair and balanced re-
porting at a time of severe
restrictions? What is the
cost of all this to demo-
cratic process?

I bring up elections
because of that episode in
Succession in which the
Roy sons make a call dur-
ing presidential elections
which has dangerous
consequences. That the
brothers know that their
call favouring a dema-
gogue candidate will
have devastating impact
on civil liberties is a re-
minder of what people
are willing to do for
power. That it happens
in the echelons of media
business not interested
in basic principles of
journalism is depressing.
And frightening.

I can only hope
news companies in the
US, at least, have learned
from the Fox vs Domin-
ion case — wherein Fox

aired claims about a ‘sto-
len’ election — and how
Murdoch paid $787m to
settle. There are conse-
quences to airing lies. Let
that be a reminder to
friends posing as jour-
nalists in Pakistan
choosing profit over the
public’s right to informa-
tion.

Succession is also
about what the Roy chil-
dren are willing to do to
be chosen by their father
to steer the company.
They are not the usual
dysfunctional siblings
one comes across on
TV; they are competitors
vying for their father’s
affection. While there’s
no violence, the show is
brutal. The father’s treat-
ment of his children, and
subordinates, is simply
ruthless. Succession as
a concept seems to have
little to do with compe-
tence or business fore-
sight but how subservi-
ent a person is willing to
be.

Many critics have
called Succession a sat-
ire on the media. I think
it’s shown how broken
the media is, how no one
really wins. Ultimately
the announcement of
the successor is not a
triumphant moment be-
cause the win is not
earned, maybe not even
deserved — if we value
deserving from an ethi-
cal viewpoint. Did the
victor prove competence
or was their hard work
about playing to the gal-
lery? Did the children
play fair in their dealings
with each other? Ac-
cording to Jon Allsop in
the Columbia Journalism
Review, “fundamentally
the characters are trying
to use money and power
to fill voids within them-
selves — consequences
for the masses be
damned”.

Succession shows
us how the powerful do
not fear the impact of
their decisions in the
newsroom, and care
only for their interests,
their profit. This should
worry us all, in the real
world. -- Courtesy Dawn

Menace of tuitions

Neda Mulji

Fourteen-year-old Faiz
leaves school at a quarter
to two. There is just
enough time for him to
have lunch at home and
be out again. His real day
has just begun. Many
children like him attend
school, followed by a
round of tuitions that
sometimes takes them up
to their bedtime. Students
have accepted it. Parents
are caught in the vicious
cycle of fear that their child
will not manage the de-
sired grades unless they
invest in tutoring. Teach-
ers know that the respon-
sibility for the students’
results rests on someone
else’s shoulders. The
teacher-student-parent
team that should work to-
gether to support stu-
dents has come apart at
the seams, given the
growing power of tutors
who now function as a
parallel school market.

The demand for the
more popular tutors rises
with the success of their
students, be it in high-
stakes exams or entry into
a competitive private
school. One wonders
what it is about teaching
at schools that makes ex-
ternal tutoring necessary.
Are we not giving stu-
dents enough individual
attention in class? Are the
teachers no longer skilled
enough to support chil-
dren of varying ability?
Are teachers no longer
held responsible for deliv-
ering results?

Regardless of the rea-
sons, there is much that
schools can do to combat
the menace of the ‘tuition
culture’. Schools can suc-
cessfully create time to
give extra help to students
who need it. Often, this
may mean overtime pay
for teachers who stay

back after school and run
a booster programme or
use library hours to teach
students. Most students
can bounce back with a
little help and don’t need
ongoing tutoring. Those
that do, may have slipped
through the cracks and
developed learning gaps
in concepts along the way.
Learning gaps usually
occur when a struggling
student doesn’t get timely
help and attention. One
reason for this may be the
lack of teaching assis-
tants; often a single
teacher is expected to
manage a large number of
students. Classrooms are
not designed to facilitate
pair or group work, which
is essential for collabora-
tive learning. Digital learn-
ing is not incorporated in
our teaching methods,
which continue to rely on
the expertise of a single
teacher.

Historically, in our
classrooms, students get
very little opportunity to
do any hands-on activi-
ties that allow learning
through discovery. Most
of their learning comprises
listening to the teacher,
note-taking, and answers
copied from the board. In
doing so, we skip the es-
sential steps of involving
students in a proactive
learning experience, which
is a gap that private tutors
manage to fill. Not only do
students get to sit in small
groups and have their tu-
tors’ individual attention,
but they also talk, ques-
tion, practise and correct
their work together with
their peers, test their un-
derstanding and then
complete the written
work. They also tap into
internet links with quick
quizzes and interactive
learning opportunities.

The entire experi-
ence reinforces their
learning and improves
their confidence in their
ability to tackle the sub-
ject demands. The same
students who are left
frustrated in class spring
into action with tutors.
There is lots going on at
tuitions that is working
well enough to pay its

dividends. School manag-
ers may benefit from rep-
licating some of those
factors from the tuition
model. Most students
find themselves comfort-
able asking their tutors re-
petitive questions — no
question is too silly to be
answered. If schools
could manage to provide
a comfortable, non-
judgemental environment
where every student is
consistently supported
with follow-up, perhaps
we would see different re-
sults.

In most classes,
teachers follow a strict
schedule that is quite like
a moving tide that waits
for no one. Those that
learn to ride the tide are
the lucky few. If we were
to focus more on quality
of content taught rather
than the quantity, and if
the students were in-
volved in learning as an
experience and not a
chore, perhaps external
tutoring would not be re-
quired at all.

In most jobs there
are targets and key per-
formance indicators; at
universities students get
to evaluate their teachers.
Career progression, pay
raises and bonuses are
tied to these evaluations
and research publica-
tions. Unfortunately, for
most schoolteachers little
training and few research
targets exist. Not much is
done to follow up on the
quality of teaching and
associated skills. Many
schools are hesitant to
invest in teacher training
due to the high turnover.
Not surprisingly, schools
that have done well are
those that manage to
train, retain and reward
teachers for their hard
work.

Revisiting frame-
works of reward and
recognition, improving
appraisal methods and
raising performance ex-
pectations may be part
of the solution. If teach-
ers rise to the challenge,
it may well reduce the
unnecessary workload
on students. -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Commerce News

Pak-American businessman to
head US Small Business Admin.

Monitoring Desk
NEW YORK: President
Joe Biden’s administration
has installed Dilawar Syed,
a notable Pakistani-
American businessman, in
the office of deputy
administrator for the US
Small Business
Administration (SBA),
despite strong opposition
from Republicans.

Syed was named for
this position by President
Biden in January and was
confirmed by a 54-42
Senate vote on Thursday.
Five Republicans also
voted to confirm him.
Currently, he is the
highest-ranking Muslim
official in the US
government.

The development
was announced by the
chair of the Senate
Committee on Small
Business and

Cardin, according to the
Senate’s website.

Commenting on
Syed’s prowess for the
position, Cardin issued the
following statement:
“Small businesses across
the country will benefit
from Mr Syed’s
confirmation. The vacancy
caused harm to small
business owners
throughout our nation who
depend on SBA to be fully
staffed in order to access
capital, contracting
opportunities, and
entrepreneurial
development training.”

He added that
throughout the
confirmation process, Syed
displayed remarkable
patience and perseverance
despite  unwarranted
delays, baseless
accusations, and unrelated
controversies.

“I am confident that

America’s small
businesses and the
communities they

support will benefit from
him in this role. We look
forward to working with
Deputy Administrator
Syed to build on the small
business boom seen under
the Biden-Harris
Administration,” he added.

American Senator
Chuck Schumer, taking to
Twitter, also lauded Syed’s
appointment for the
position.

“There’s no better
person to serve the
interests of small business
than someone who was a
successful business owner
himself,” he tweeted,
highlighting that Syed is the
“highest-ranking Muslim-
American official in the
executive branch.”

Syed, himself also
thanked Biden for showing
confidence in him.

Entrepreneurship, Ben
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RAWA LPINDI: Workers busy producing kl;as

from wood pieces with the help of machine to be
used in making of room cooler at his workplace.

PBF lauds agriculture,
IT initiatives in federal
Budget 2023-24

LAHORE (APP): The
Pakistan Business Forum
(PBF) has appreciated the
initiatives announced in the
federal budget for
promotion of agriculture
and IT sectors. Sharing the
Forum’s viewpoint on
federal budget with media
here  Sunday, PBF
Secretary Information and
Spokesperson Zainab Jatoi
said the economy was
already under pressure due
to last year’s floods and the
war between Ukraine and
Russia. However, the

government had taken a lot
of measures in the budget
which would help the IT,
SME, and agriculture
sectors grow. In this
financial plan, she
mentioned that farming
sector had been allotted Rs
5 billion for arrangement of
sponsored advances to the
agri business, while Rs 6
billion earmarked for the
concession on imported
urea, adding that charges
and obligations on import
of value seeds had been
annulled.

Uniform fare
chartissued
for non-AC

transport

services

FAISALABAD (APP):
Secretary Regional
Transport  Authority
(RTA) Abdul Jabbar has
issued uniform fare chart
for non-airconditioned

transport services in
Faisalabad.
Speaking in a

meeting of transporters
on Sunday, Assistant
Administrator General
Bus Stand (GBS) Rana
Habibullah said the RTA
secretary released
uniform fare chart for
non-AC Wage and Bus
Services and the fare chart
would be implemented in
letter and spirit.

He said that
overloading and
overcharging was an offence
and itwould notbe tolerated
at any cost.

He said that a special
team would start checking
of fares in busesand wagons
from Monday and
whosoever was found
involved in overcharging
would be handed down
heavy fine in addition to
impounding ofhis vehicle.

Doy

KARACHI: Sacrificial animals wait for their buyers ata makeshift sacrificial

—

animals market established for the upcoming festival Eid-ul-Azha, at
Northern Bypass road in Karachi.

Chances of huge economic
development in Punjab:
Dy chief US embassy

FAISALABAD (Online):
Deputy Chief of US
embassy Andrew Schofer
said huge chances of
economic development are
present in Punjab province.
He said program
started with economic and
technical support of US
will ease Pakistani youth
relation with international
community. Expertise in
English language will not
only improves their
entrepreneurial skills but
also helpful to get
international level job.
Deputy chief of US

mission in Pakistan
expressed these views
during his address to over
400 students’ career expo
who completed their
English  course in
University of Education
Faisalabad campus.

He along with US
counselor general Willaim
K. Makeneole, Faisalabad
chamber of commerce and
industry president Dr.
Khurram and vice
chancellor of University of
education Faisalabad cut
the inauguration ribbon of
the expo.

People from
various segments
of society

welcomes budget

SARGODHA  (APP):
People from all segments of
society including economists,
professor, students,
journalists and citizen have
welcomed the federal
government budget for fiscal
year 2023-24, and termed it
balanced and pro-people.
They expressed their hope
that it would make a positive
impact on living standards
of masses. Assistant
Professor at University of
Sargodha Shahid Malik
appreciated the government
for allocating huge amount
in developmental projects
and energy sector.

Ishaq Dar says govt
announces massive
relief for salaried class

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar Sunday said 35 per
cent increase in the ad-hoc
relief allowance for federal
government employees in
grades 1-16 was a massive
relief given for the salaried
class during budget 2023-
24.

Similarly, employees
in grades 17-22 will receive
a 30 per cent raise in their
ad-hoc relief allowance,
said Dar while talking to a
private news channel,
adding the government has
made extensive efforts to
provide maximum relief to
the masses. To a question
he criticized the previous
government of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) for
formulating weak policies.
He stated that these
policies had caused
significant difficulties for

the masses in their daily
lives, leading to financial
constraints for the country.

Minister Dar
emphasized that the
coalition government of
Pakistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) was taking all
necessary measures to re-
negotiate  with  the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) on more
favorable terms and
conditions. He expressed
hope that the IMF would
be satisfied with Pakistan’s
progress, as the country has
fulfilled the necessary
requirements. Furthermore,
He expressed optimism that
Pakistan would achieve the
growth rate set by the
government, indicating a
positive outlook for the
nation’s economic
development in the
coming year.

-

MULTAN: Women are busy sorting good quality
onions at the vegetable Market.

BRI becomes

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The Built and Road
Initiative (BRI) has entered
into its tenth year and has
become an important
engine of development and
regional connectivity
around the world
especially in African
continent.

More than 150
countries have joined the
BRI which is good omen for
immense socio-economic
integration, infrastructure
development and regional
connectivity, accordingto a
report carried by Gwadar
Pro on Sunday. It seems
thattwo different forces are
competing in today’s
African continent. China
represents spirits of

an important engine of development in African continent

cooperation, coordination
and collaboration whereas,
the West stands for conflict,
contradiction and
conspiracy.

According to Chinese
official figures, China has
been Africa’s largest trading
partner for 13 consecutive
years since 2009, and the
trade volumebetween China
and Africa exceeded $260
billion in 2022. It seems that
the BRI has positive
economic implications for
developing countries of the
African Continent.
Moreover, a total of 52
African countries and the
African Union Commission
have signed BRI cooperation
documents with China.

Despite false, fake

and fictional western
propaganda, BRI is now
carrying out numerous
mega projects of
infrastructural
development, railways,
energy, industrialization
and ICT in various
countries of Africa.
Unfortunately, even
today, colonialism is still
deeply rooted in Western
mentality regarding Africa,
with their eyes fixated on the
Continent’s natural
resources and raw material.
The growth of African
countries and the livelihood
of African peoplehave never
been on the priority list of
the hypocritical western
powers. Now there is an all-
around competition between

the Chinese concept of
community with shared
future, global development
initiative, global security
initiative and last but not
least global civilizational
initiative and the US and
EU’s perpetual
colonialization, Chinese
constant and continued
economic generosity and the
western chronic genocides
and discrimination towards
African Blacks.

China and African
countries have been
witnessing close trust
cooperation, political
consultation and economic
coordination during last ten
years. The end of last
month, Special Envoy of
Chinese President Xi

Jinping and Vice Chairman
of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s
Congress Peng Qinghua
attended Nigerian President
BolaTinubu’s inauguration
ceremony which vividly
reflected true spirits of
trust, harmony and respect
between two sides.

Even  respective
political leaders and foreign
ministers from a number of
African countries,
including the Democratic
Republic of the Congo,
Eritrea, Ethiopiaand Sierra
Leone visited Beijing which
has successfully translated
political cooperation into
sustainable cooperation in
the diverse economic
sectors.
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CM Punjab reviews
progress on Darbar Bibi
Pak Daman project

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi presided over a
meeting at his office in
which progress on the
construction and extension
of Darbar Bibi Pak Daman,
along with its renovation
project, was reviewed.

He directed the
authorities concerned that
the colour of religious
sanctity and esteem should
be kept prominent in the
new design of the building.
He ordered for completing
the construction, extension
and renovation project
before the month of
Muharram-ul-Haram.

It was informed
during the briefing that the
steel structure of the
central dome of'the Darbar
Bibi Pak Daman had been
completed. A central dome
and three small domes in
the Darbar would bestow
a religious and historical
sanctity to the building.
Wood and marble work was
going on speedily.

Renowned architect
Nayyar Ali Dada presented
a model of the project to
the caretaker chief
minister.

Communication and
Works secretary apprised
the CM about progress on
the project.

HYDERABAD: Activists of Jamat-e-Isla

Meanwhile, Caretaker
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Nagqvi visited the
Punjab Agriculture, Food
and Drug Authority
project to review ongoing
construction works.

He inspected
construction work of
auditorium, sample
centres,labs, meeting room,
other sections and
expressed satisfaction over
the pace of work. While
directing the authorities
concerned to continue
construction work at the
same speed, he said that the
project of  public
importance should be made
functional at the earliest.

i)

are holding protest demonstration against
stolen of party mandate in mayoral elections
in Karachi, in Hyderabad.

CS KP inquires after
health of injured in
rain related incidents

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief
Secretary Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Nadeem
Aslam Chaudhry along
with Deputy Speaker
National Assembly Zahid
Durrani Sunday visited
District Headquarter
Hospital Bannu and
inquired after health of
injured due to overnight
heavy rain, wind and storm
that killed 15 persons and
more than 100 injured in
the district.

In district Lakki
Marwat, five persons were
killed including children
and women while 42

others reported as injured,
in district Karak four
persons were killed while
a child was killed in Dera
Ismail Khan and two
women were injured as
result of strong wind,
heavy rain and storm.

Chief Secretary KP
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry
directed District
Headquarters Hospital
officials to take good care
of the injured and ensured
them all facilities. Both CS
KP and Deputy Speaker
Zahid Durrani met with the
injured persons admitted in
the hospital.

Woman, small
girl among five
perished in rain

related incidents

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): A woman and a
small girl among five
people were perished
in Dera Ismail Khan
district due to rain,
thunder storms, said
Rescue 1122
spokesman here on
Sunday.

Rescue 1122
Media Coordinator
Aizaz Mahmood said
the thunder storms,
rains caused loss of
lives and damages of
infrastructure in the
district and its
suburbs on Saturday
evening. He said a six-
year-old boy son of
Saif Ullah resident of
Kacha Mallikhel was
died after a palm tree
fell on him in Kirri
Khaisur area due to
heavy rain and gusty
winds. The child was
immediately shifted
to Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission
(PAEC) Hospital,
Chashma, Mianwali
where he pronounced
dead. In another
incident three women
namely Khadija Bibi
daughter of Sarmad.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif beiﬁ briefed about

Sabzazar Sports Complex.

Kundi expresses grief
over loss of lives
during rains in KP

DERA ISMAIL KHAN
(APP): State Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety Faisal Karim
Kundi on  Sunday
expressed his grief and
sorrow over the loss of
lives and property during
the rain-related incidents
in different areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

In a statement, the
state minister said his heart
was saddened by the loss
of precious human lives
due to rains in many areas
of the province. He also
condoled with the bereaved
families and sympathized

with the affected people.

He prayed to the
Almighty for the elevation
of ranks of the deceased in
paradise and for the early
recovery of those who got
injured in the rainstorms.

He said that the
federal government and
related institutions were in
contact with the provincial
government and the local
administrations to help the
victims.

He said that steps
would be taken to
compensate the farmers for
the damages caused to their
crops and orchards.

IGP KP inaugurates
newly constructed modern
CTD Regional HQ Dera

PESHAWAR (APP):
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Akhtar

Hayat Khan Gandapur
Sunday inaugurated the
newly constructed modern
RegionalHeadquarters CTD
Dera Ismail Khan building.
During the inauguration
ceremony Additional IGC
TD Shaukat Abbas,
Regional Police Officer
Dera Abdul Ghafoor
Afridi, District Police
Officer Dera Abdul Rauf
Babar Qaisrani, SPCTD
Region-I Fazal Wahid,

SPCTD-II Izhar Shah and
CTD officers and district
police officials were also
present. Regional Police
Officer Dera Abdul Ghafoor
Afridi gave adetailed briefing
to Inspector General of
Police KP Akhtar Hayat
Khan Gandapur about the
CTD building. During this,
IGP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Akhtar Hayat Khan
Gandapur reviewed the
internal and external security
of the police station CTD
and while visiting different
parts of the Police Station
building.

Caretaker CM
seeks report
on student

molestation

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi has
taken notice of an alleged
kidnapping and
molestation  incident
involving a girl student in
Hafizabad and sought a
report from the Inspector
General of Police (IGP).

According to the CM
house sources, the
caretaker CM directed that
the affected girl should be
provided justice and the
abscondingaccused should
be brought to book at the
earliest. He said the culprit
deserved strict punishment
under the law.

Rs 11.4m given
for treatment
of 22 cops

LAHORE (APP): The
police welfare branch has
released more than Rs 11.4
million for treatment of 22
police employees suffering
from dangerous diseases.
A spokesperson said
on Sunday a meeting of the
Punjab Police Medical
Financial Assistance was
held on June 9, in which
Constable Amir Shehzad
was given Rs 1 million for
liver treatment, driver
Constable Mukhtar
Ahmed was given Rs 1
million for kidney
transplant of his son, traffic
Warden Syed Munir Afzal
was given Rs 1 million for
his wife’s cancer treatment.

Nawaz to return home
before polls: Mugam

PESHAWAR  (APP):
Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Political &
Public Affairs, National
Heritage and Provincial
President PML-N Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Engineer
Amir Mugam on Sunday
said that general elections
would be held in October
and the party supremo
Nawaz Sharif will return
home before it.

He was talking to
journalists here at the
headquarters of Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) on Sunday
wherein he presided over a
high-level meeting regarding
the restoration of the power
supply system on an
emergency basis after the
destruction of the power
transmission system due to

LAHO
addressing a Press conference.

heavy rains in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. He was given
a detailed briefing by the
management ofboth PESCO
and Tribal Electric Supply
Company (TESCO)
regarding losses inflicted on
the power transmission
system in the province.
The PM’s aide said
that the people have now
acknowledged that the
panacea for all problems
and Imran Khan lying with
only Nawaz Sharif and
PML-N. AmirMuqgam said
that rehabilitation work on
the restoration of rain
affected power supply
system was in full swing
and all staff from Chief
Executive Officers (CEOs)
to Lineman level of both
power distribution
companies is in the field.

=

Latif

Info Minister says:
Govt toreach every

citizen affected by
recent rain-storm

PESHAWAR (APP): The
provincial government will
reach every citizen affected
by therecent storm and rains,
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
Information, Auqaf, Hajj,
Religious and Minority
Affairs Barrister Feroze Jamal
Shah Kakakhel said, in a
statement, issued here on
Sunday.

Financial assistance is
being given to the families of
the deceased and the survey
of damages caused by wind
and rains has started,
Caretaker Minister for
Information and Augqaf
added. Barrister Feroze Jamal
said that the caretaker

provincial government has
taken immediateand pragmatic
steps to help the citizens in
the affected districts. On the
direction of caretaker Chief
Minister Muhammad Azam
Khan, rescue and relief
activities have been started
immediately and funds have
already been released. The
provincial government will
reach out to every citizen
affected by the recentwind and
rain. The caretaker provincial
ministersaid that the provincial
government has immediately
released Rs. 40 million for the
affected districts so that the
rescue and relief activities
would continue there as
quickly as possible.

International News

European leaders offer
more aid to Tunisia amid
efforts to curb migration

Monitoring Desk
TUNIS: European leaders
visiting Tunisia held out the
promise of more than 1 bil-
lion euros in financial aid as
wellas investments in under-
sea data cables and renew-
able energy Sunday in an ef-
fort to restore stability to the
North African country —
and to stem migration from
its shores to Europe.

Tunisia’s increasingly
autocratic president hosted
the leaders of Italy, the
Netherlands and the Euro-
pean Commission for talks
aimed at smoothing the way
for an international finan-
cial bailout of the increas-
ingly troubled country.
Support from Tunisian
President Kais Saied is cru-

cial to any European Union
deal to curb migration.

On the eve of the talks,
Saied madean unannounced
visit to a migrant camp in
the coastal city of Sfax, a
central jumping-off point
for boat journeys crossing
the Mediterranean to Italy.
Saied spoke with families
living in the camp, and
pleaded for international aid
for Africans who converge
on Tunisia as a transit point
to reach Europe.

His caring words, and
sympathetic images
posted on the president’s
Facebook page, contrasted
sharply with Saied’s stance
earlier this year, when he
stoked racist abuse of
Black African migrants in

Tunisia with a speech rail-
ing against a perceived plot
to erase his country’s Arab
identity. The president
and Tunisian Prime Min-
ister Najla Bouden met
Sunday with Italian Pre-
mier Giorgia Meloni,
Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte and European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen.

After the talks, von
der Leyen announced a
five-point program to sup-
port Tunisia, including up
to 1.05 billion euros ($1.1
billion in aid for Tunisia’s
indebted budget. The plan
will be discussed with all
27 EU countries at their
next summit in late June,
she said.

Honduras opens
embassy in China after
cutting ties to Taiwan

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Honduras
opened an embassy in
China on Sunday, Chinese
state media reported, after
the Central American na-
tion cut diplomatic relations
with Taiwan earlier this
year.

The embassy in

Beijing was opened by for-
eign ministers from the two
countries, state broadcaster

S

oldmbian

militai‘y soldiers

CCTV reported.

Honduran President
Xiomara Castro is in China
for a state visit, during
which she is to meet with
her Chinese counterpart, Xi
Jinping, state media have
reported.

Tegucigalpa in March
ended its decades-long re-
lationship with Taipei and
established diplomatic ties
with Beijing.

atten to child survivrs from a Cessna

Four Colombian
children found
alive after 40 days

Monitoring Desk
BOGOTA: Four Indig-
enous children who had
been missing for more than
a month in the Colombian
Amazon rainforest were
found aliveand flown to the
capital Bogota early on Sat-
urday. The children, who
survived a smallplane crash
in the jungle, were trans-
ported by army medical
plane to a military airport.
They were taken off the
plane on stretchers.

06

plane that crashed on May 1 in the jungle in this handout photo released.
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Dutch Prime Minister MaRtte, Eopean Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen, Tunisian President Kais Saied, and Italian Premier Giorgia
meloni meet in Tunis.

Iran’s Khamenei urges cooperation
with UN nuclear watchdog

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme
leader on Sunday urged
continued cooperation with
the UN nuclear watchdog,
while warning against suc-
cumbing to “bullying”
based on “unfounded
claims”.

“Cooperation with the
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) within
the framework of safe-
guards regulations should
be maintained,” Ayatollah
AliKhamenei said during a
meeting with Iranian
nuclear scientists, experts
and officials.

In his Sunday speech,
the supreme leader said
agreements could be
reached in certain fields, but
stressed that “the existing
infrastructure ofthe nuclear
industry should not be
touched”. Iran’s Atomic
Energy Organisation “need
not succumb to the pres-
sure of unfounded claims
and demands based on bul-
lying”, Khamenei said,
without specifying the de-
mands or claims. Iran’s
nuclear programme has long
been the subject of scrutiny
from Western powers, re-
sulting in sanctions that

have crippled the country’s
economy. A 2015 nuclear
accord between Iran and
world powers gave the Is-
lamic republic relief from
international sanctions in
return for curbs on its
atomic programme.

But in 2018 the
United States unilaterally
withdrew from the deal and
reimposed  sanctions,
prompting Tehran to walk
back its own commitments
to restrict nuclear activity
including uranium enrich-
ment. Efforts to revive the
deal have so far failed to
yield results.

China operating spy
base in Cuba for
years, says US official

Monitoring Desk
WASHINGTON: China
has been operating a spy
base in Cuba since 2019 to
enhance its intelligence-
gathering capabilities
worldwide, according to a
US official from the Biden
administration.

The official revealed
that the US intelligence
community has long been
aware of China’s spying
activities in Cuba and its
broader efforts to estab-
lish similar operations glo-
bally. The Biden adminis-
tration has been actively
working to counter

China’s expansion of es-
pionage operations, mak-
ing progress through dip-
lomatic channels and un-
specified actions.

The existence of the
Chinese spy base was
confirmed after a report
by The Wall Street Jour-
nal stated that China and
Cuba had reached a pre-
liminary agreement to
build an electronic eaves-
dropping station on the
island.

However, both the
White House and Cuban
officials disputed the accu-
racy of the report.

IS militants kill
2 Iraqi soldiers,
wound 3 others
in northern Iragq,

officials say

Monitoring Desk
BAGHDAD: Islamic State
group militants attacked an
Iraqi army position in the
northern governorate of
Kirkuk, killing two military
officers and wounding three
soldiers, Iraq’s security
media office said in a state-
ment Sunday. The Iraqi Se-
curity Media Cell said mili-
tants belonging to the ex-
tremist group late Saturday
targeted the military posi-
tion in the district of Dibis
with light and medium
weapons but did not pro-
vide further details.

Saudi Arabia seeks
cooperation with China,
‘ignores’ Western worries

Monitoring Desk
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia
wants to collaborate, not
compete, with China, the
kingdom’s energy minister
declared on Sunday, saying
he “ignored” Western suspi-
cions over their growing ties.

As the world’s top oil
exporter, Saudi Arabia’s bi-
lateral relationship with the
world’s biggest energy con-
sumer is anchored by hy-
drocarbon ties. But coop-
eration between Riyadh and
Beijing has also deepened
in security and sensitive
tech amid a warming of po-
litical ties— to the concern
of the US.

Asked about criticism
of the bilateral relationship
during an Arab-China busi-
ness conference, Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman said:
“I actually ignore it because

.. as a business person ..
now you will go where op-
portunity comes your way.”

“We don’t have to be
facing any choice which has
to do with (saying) either
with us or with the others.”

Chinese entrepreneurs
and investors have flocked
to Riyadh for the confer-
ence, which came days af-
ter a visit by US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken. In
March, state oil giant Saudi
Aramco (2222.SE) an-
nounced two major deals to
raise its multi-billion dollar
investment in China and
bolster its rank as China’s
top provider of crude.
They were the biggest an-
nounced since Chinese
President XiJinping’s visit
to Saudi Arabia in Decem-
ber where he called for oil
trade in yuan.

Fighting resumes in
Sudan’s capital after
24-hour truce expires

Monitoring Desk
KHARTOUM: Clashes
and artillery fire were re-
ported in parts of Sudan’s
capital early on Sunday
soon after the end of a 24-
hour ceasefire that had
brought a brief lull in eight
weeks of fighting between
rival military factions.

Witnesses said fight-
ing had resumed soon after
the ceasefire expired at 6
a.m. (0400 GMT) in the
north of Omdurman, one of
three adjoining cities, along
with Khartoum and Bahri,
which make up the capital
around the confluence of the
River Nile.

Residents said there
had been artillery fire in the
Sharq el-Nil area on the east-
ern outskirts of the capital,
while blasts and clashes
were reported in Khartoum.

Warbetween Sudan’s
army and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) broke out on April
15 over tensions linked to
an internationally backed
plan for atransition towards
civilian rule.

The conflict has dis-
placed more than 1.9 mil-

lion people, triggering a
major humanitarian crisis
that threatens to spill across
a volatile region.

Fighting has been con-
centrated in the capital,
much of which has become
a war zone plagued by loot-
ing and clashes.

Unrest has also flared
elsewhere including the
western region of Darfur,
already suffering from a
conflict that peaked in the
early 2000s.

Residents and activ-
ists have reported a further
deterioration in recent days
in El Geneina, near the bor-
der with Chad, and new
waves of attacks by Arab
nomadic tribes with ties to
the RSF. The city has been
largely cut off from tele-
phone networks for several
weeks.

Another affected city
is El Obeid, capital of
North Kordofan State
southwest of Khartoum
and on a major route to
Darfur. Residents say it is
effectively under a state of
siege due to the conflict,
with supplies of food and
medicine cut off.
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CM urges people not to come out
of their homes unnecessarily if
cyclone ‘Biparjoy’ hits coast

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Sunday said
that cyclonic storm,
‘Biparjoy’ is likely to hit
the cities and towns of the
coastal belt between June
13 to 17, which may cause
heavy rains in Badin,
Sujawal, Umkot,
Tharparkar, and Karachi.
He urged the people
not to come out of their
homes unnecessarily if the
storm hits the coastal belts.
While quoting Paki-
stan Met Office warning,
he said that the very se-
vere cyclonic storm
(VSCS) ‘BIPARJOY’ over
east-central Arabian Sea
has further intensified
into an extremely severe
cyclonic storm (ESCS),
moved Northward during
the past 12 hours, and

now lies near at about 760
km south of Karachi,
740km south of Thatta
and 840km southeast of
Ormara.

He said that under the
existing upper-level steer-
ing winds, the ‘BIPARJOY”
was most likely to track
further Northward until
June 14 morning, then
recurve Northeastward and
cross between Keti Bander
and Indian Gujarat coast on
June 15 afternoon.

He said that thunder-
storm rain with few heavy
falls likely in Karachi,
Hyderabad, Tando
Muhammad Khan, Tando
Allahyar, Mirpurkhas
districts from June 13, 14
and 16.

Murad Shah said that
high-intensity winds may
cause damage to loose and

vulnerable  structures
(Kutcha Houses).

The Storm surge is ex-
pected at Keti Bander. The
Arabian Sea conditions may
get very rough high accom-
panied by high tides along
the coast, therefore fisher-
men have been advised not
to venture into the open sea.

The chief minister
said that Thatta, Sujawal,
and Badin had more danger.
He had sent Commissioner
Hyderabad to evacuate
people, if necessary.

He further said that the
Karachi Commissioner had
also been directed to secure
billboards. He said that he
was in touch with Corps
Commander Karachi, DG
Rangers, and GOC
Hyderabad to develop
close coordination to avoid
any untoward incident.

KARACHLI: Sindh Governor Kamran Khan Tessori in group photo with par-
ticipants of a ceremony organized by Children of Adam at Governor House.

Italian CG, Ombudsman
call on Sindh CM

KARACHI (APP): Italian
Consul General Danilo
Giurdanella and Ombuds-
man of Lazio, Italy Marino
Fardelli called on Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah at the CM House
here on Sunday.

Marino Fardelli, who
is also President of the Na-
tional Coordination of Ital-
ian Civic Ombudsmen is
visiting Karachi on the spe-
cial invitation of the Pro-
vincial Ombudsman Sindh
Ajaz Ali Khan.

The chief minister
welcomed the distinguished
guests and appreciated the

role of the Office of Om-
budsman in grievance
redressal for the public.

The Italian Ombuds-
man suggested signing
MoU with the Sindh Om-
budsman for cooperation
between the two Ombuds-
men offices, which the chief
minister approved.

The CM directed the
provincial ombudsman to
complete the required for-
malities for signing the
MOU.

Provincial Ombuds-
man Ajaz Ali Khan pre-
sented Annual Report 2022
to the chief minister.

ADC chairs meeting to
review arrangement for
facing Cyclone , Biparjoy

BADIN (APP): Additional
Deputy Commissioner-I
Najeeb-u-Rehman Jamali
on Sunday presided over a
meeting to review precau-
tionary measures to cope
with Cycloneand torrential
rain as predicted by the me-
teorological department.
Lt.Col (retd) Nouman
Khalil, Major Ahsan, ADC-
ii Waqar Ahmed Kalwar,
DHO Dr. Sher Muhammad
Noohriyo, DEO Secondary
Allah Dino Malah, Agricul-
tural Director Agriculture
Imtiaz Ali Bhutto, District
Information officer Sarfraz
Samon and officers of other
relevant departments were
also present in the meeting.
ADC said that saving
the lives of people was our
top priority, however,
steps should be taken for
livestock and other valu-
ables and no laxity would
be tolerated in this regard.

He said that the Meteoro-
logical department has pre-
dicted Cyclone as well as
torrential rain which could
cause urban flooding.

He urged Municipal
and civic agencies to carry
out cleanliness drives to re-
sist urban flooding by us-
ing heavy machinery. He
advised people residing
near LBOD to shift to other
places.

ADC said that the
District administration has
prepared a contingency
plan to face Cyclone while
control rooms have also
been set up with Telephone
numbers 0297920020 and
0297920013.

Lt.Col (retd) Nouman
Khalil apprised the meet-
ing that Pakistan Army was
fully prepared to face any
untoward situation and
would extend every help to
the District administration.
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HYDERABAD: Administratorof HMIC Mohammad

Farooq khan showering water on the plant after
planting during plantation campaign organized by
Caritas Pakistan at nursery park.

Green Line engine derails,
Fareed Express
escapes collision

KARACHI (INP): The
Rawalpindi-bound Green
Line and the Fareed Express
moving in the opposite di-
rection narrowly escaped
an accident after the
former’s engine derailed
near Ghotki — a town in
northem Sindh, which bor-
ders Punjab.

According to details,
the Green Line’s engine de-
railed at a time when it was
crossing the Freed Express,
heading towards Karachi,
near the Ghotki Railway
Station.

Fortunately, not only
all the Green Line’s car-
riages remained safe but also
the its engine didn’t hit the
Fareed Express. Asa result,
all the passengers and staff

of the two trains remained
safe. The Green Line is cur-
rently stuck at the Ghotki
Railway Station’s loop line
and the Pakistan Railways’
officials say a relief train
has been sent to the spot
from Rohri to clear the
track, as problems are be-
ing faced in the trains
movement.

Ghotki is located on
the main line that connects
Pakistan’s southernmost
city of Karachi with other
parts of the country includ-
ing Multan, Lahore,
Rawalpindi and Peshawar.

That’s why the
Peshawar-bound Khyber
Mail has been stopped at
Pano Aqil — a town south
of Ghotki.

‘Not seeing
elections in
October’, says
Raja Riaz
LAHORE (INP): Opposi-
tion Leader in National As-
sembly Raja Riaz on Sun-
day hinted at the delay in

the general elections.

“Not seeing general
elections in October,” Raja
Riaz told a private Tv news
channel.

First, we have to make
Pakistan economically
strong and then go for elec-
tions, the opposition leader
said and added that consti-
tutionally the tenure of gov-
emment can be extended up
to 6 months.

I will support the ex-
tension of the assembly
and the government if the
matter is moved to NA,
he announced. Comment-
ing on the release of PTI
Vice Chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, Riaz
said “You can say he is
not leaving PTL.”

PML-N laying
‘landmines’

for next govt:
Sh. Rasheed

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Awami Muslim League
chief and former interior
minister Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed on Sunday said
that new budget was an
agenda of creating prob-
lems for the next govern-
ment. In his statement on
the social networking site
Twitter, Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmed said that Shehbaz
Sharif admitted his failure
but laid landmines for the
next government. Shehbaz
spoke to the head of IMF
for an hour but the result
was Zzero.

He said the aid of
Saudi Arabia and the UAE
was still in limbo. There
are many parties who
wanted to get into power
corridors, he added. “PDM
is falling apart. PML-N and
PPP are going to face off
soon, Dawn Leaks,
Memogate, Panama Pa-
pers are their real assets,”
said the AML head.

The former minister
said that those who
changed faces and parties
made their decision in
haste.

KARACHTI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah meets with the Presi-

B

dent of National Coordination of Italian Ombudsman Mr. Marino Fardeli who
happens to be the Ombudsman of Lazio Region of Italy here at CM House.

Pak-Turkiye bilateral cooperation
in diverse fields to open vistas
of economic prosperity: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif on Sunday said that
the enhanced bilateral coop-
eration between Pakistan
and Turkiye through joint
investment and ventures
would prove ‘a win win’
situation for the both coun-
tries.

In an interview with
Haber Global, a Turkish Tv
channel, the prime minister
highlighted that a target of
bilateral trade to the tune
of $5 billion, in the next
three years, between the
two countries was very
much achievable.

The prime minister
said that the areas of solar

and hydro power energy in
Pakistan possessed huge
potential and the Turkish
investors could avail of this
opportunity.

“I want to assure as
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan to do everything to
facilitate Turkish inves-
tors. There is great scope
between the two countries
to make this wonderful
journey more successful,”
he added.

The prime minister
opined that respective
sectors of Turkiye had
potential in these areas of
Pakistan and it could play
its role.

Our labour was more
skilled and if they have

Turkish investment, it
would be a well combina-
tion, thus opening vistas of
opportunities for joint ven-
tures, he added.

The prime minister,
to another query, replied
that the railroad network
between Pakistan, Iran
and Turkiye could play
a very important role
which required improvi-
sation.

It would definitely re-
sult in reduction of the cost
of transportation and mak-
ing their production of
goods very compatible in
the global markets, he said,
adding that his aim was
make this network more
efficient.

Govt making efforts to
re-negotiate with IMF on
more favorable terms: Dar

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Finance Minister
Muhammad Ishaq Dar said
the government is taking
necessary measures to re-
negotiate with International
Monetary Fund on more
favorable terms and condi-
tions.

Talking to a private
news channel, he expressed
hope that the IMF would
be satisfied with Pakistan’s
progress, as the country
has fulfilled the necessary
requirements.

Ishaq Dar expressed

optimism that Pakistan
would achieve the growth
rate set by the government,
indicating a positive out-
look for the nation’s eco-
nomic development in the
coming year.

The Finance Minister
said the federal government
has given a massive relief
to the salaried class in the
new budget by announcing
35 per cent ad-hoc relief al-
lowance for its employees
in grade one to 16 and 30
percent for employees in
grades 17 to 22.

LAHORE: Prime Minister’s Special Representa-
tive Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi ad-
dressing during Istehkam Pakistan Ullema

Mashaikh conference.

PML-N decides to start
election campaign
across country

LAHORE (Online): Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PMLN) has de-
cided to kick off his elec-
tion campaign across the
country. Nawaz Shareef is-
sued instructions to form
manifesto committee to de-
sign election manifesto. Ac-
cording to sources Prime
Minister Shabaz Shareef
met vice president Maryam
Nawaz on Sunday.
Maryam Nawaz gave
Nawaz Shareef’s message
to Prime minister: source.
Former chief minister
Hamza Shahbaz and
Suleman Shahbaz were also
present in this meeting.
Sources told, in mes-
sage Nawaz Shareef said
party narrative must be de-

signed in keeping in view
the youth. Easy loan and
plan to create jobs also be
made part of narrative.
Nawaz Shareefsaid policies
of political party who dam-
aged country must be
brought to the people.

On the other said re-
port also summoned from
provincial presidents of
Punjab and KP for allotment
party ticket. Pmln have
chances to make election al-
liance in Sindh and
Balochistan. Earlier prime
ministeralso chaired a impor-
tant meeting of Pmin. Meet-
ingwas attendingby Maryam
Nawaz, federalministers Saad
Rafique, Rana Sanaullah,
Azam Nazir Tarar, Malik
Ahmed and Ata Tarar.

Administrator_inspects sewerage works:

A lot of measures have been taken
to resolve sewerage problems in
district east: Syed Shakeel Ahmed

Independent Report
KARACHI: Administrator
DMC East Syed Shakeel
Ahmed said that the solu-
tion of sewerage problems
in Fatima Jinnah Colony
UC-14 is a big task because
for a long time the residents
of the area were suffering
due to sewerage problems
and now this long-standing
problem of residents is be-
ing resolved.

He expressed these
views while inspecting the
ongoing development
works in the said area.

He further said that a
lot of work has been done
for the improvement of
sewerage infrastructure in
The District East for which
he is also grateful for the
cooperation of the Water
and Sewerage Board, due to

the cooperation of the in-
stitutions many problems
of residents is being re-
solved , technical skills are
also being taken care of in
resolving the sewerage
problems, which will ben-
efit theresidents ofthe area
for a long time.

inspection wherever devel-
opment works are being
carried out in district east
which main objective is
ensuring timely and quality
development works.

He was accompanied
by Assistant Executive En-
gineer Saleem Farooquiand
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other officers.
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PM condoles
loss of lives
in Kazakhstan

forest fire

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifon Sunday expressed
deep griefover the death of
14 people in a forest fire in
Kazakhstan.

In a tweet on social
media platform Twitter, he
said, “Deeply grieved to
learn of the death of 14
people in a forest fire in
Kazakhstan. On behalf of
the government and people
of Pakistan, I extend my
heartfelt condolences to
H.E. President Kassym-
Jomart Tokayev and the
bereaved families on the loss
of precious lives. Prayers
for the speedy recovery of
the injured.”

Hospital
discharges
Ch Pervaz,

shifted to Jail

LAHORE (Online): Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
president Chaudhry Pervaz
Elahi has been discharged
from hospital and shifted
back to jail on Sunday.

Last night he was
shifted to Punjab institute
of cardiology (PIC) due to
sudden feeling of unwell
where he was carried out
under various medical tests.

After satisfactory
medical reports he was dis-
charged from hospital and
shifted to jail.

Federal govt
notices demand
of NW disabled

persons by
explosions

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Federal government
took notice of protest
camp of North
Waziristan (NW)
people who disabled
by explosions estab-
lished outside of
Islamabad National
Press Club (NPC).

Special assistant
to prime minister
Faisal Karim Kundi
arrived in the camp
and held talks with
demonstrating
people.

Faisal Kareem
Kundi took action im-
mediately and wrote
letter to bait-ul-mall
for aid to victims.

Advisor also gave
victims assurance
the help of Benazir
Income Support Pro-
gram (BISP).

On this occasion
protestors from North
Waziristan thanked
government notice.

People disabled
by explosions in
North Waziristan
are more than 1200.
Prime minister’s as-
sistant directed
bait-ul-mall to held
survey.

He said People
Party will never let
brothers of Waziristan
alone. Party stands by
the victims of land
mines. Government
will do what he can
to give rights to the
people who victims of
the landmines explo-
sions.

Call for accountability:

Ulema moot urges
expose of perpetrators
behind May 9 attacks

LAHORE (APP):In a joint
declaration, Pakistan Stabil-
ity Ulema-Mashaykh Con-
ference, held here at Al-
Hamra Hall on Sunday
urged for the exposure of
all those involved in the
May 9 attacks on the Paki-
stan Army and security
agencies.

Led by Chairman of
Pakistan Ulema Council
(PUC) Hafiz Muhammad
Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi,
the conference brought to-
gether religious, political,
and minority leaders from
across the country express-
ing their strong opposition
to campaigns against Paki-
stan and its security forces
in thename of human rights.

They urged the gov-
ernment to take legal action
against those spreading
propaganda targeting state
nstitutions.

Highlighting the grav-
ity of the May 9 events,
the declaration announced
the PUC’s decision to con-
vene an all-party conference

immediately after the Hajj
pilgrimage to address the
current situation in the coun-
try.

Besides Ashrafi who
is also the president of In-
ternational Interfaith Har-
mony Council, the promi-
nent religious scholars, in-
cluding Allama Abdul Haq
Mujahid, Maulana
Muhammad Rafiq Jami,
and Maulana Nouman
Hashir addressed the con-
ference, which saw the par-
ticipation of over 1,000 rep-
resentatives from different
religious schools of
thought, religions and vari-
ous segments of society.

The joint declaration
strongly condemned the
May 9 events and ex-
pressed solidarity with the
families of the martyrs. The
conference demanded the
arrestand punishment of all
individuals involved in the
attacks, emphasizing that
no one should be spared,
and innocent people should
not be wrongfully detained.

KARACHI: Jamat-e-Is

addresses to his supporters during protest demon-

ef, Siraj-ul-Haq

stration against stolen of party mandate in may-
oral elections, at Shahrah-e-Quaideen in Karachi.

Khurram Dastgir lays
foundation stone of new
132-KV grid station

GUJRANWALA (APP):
Federal Minister for En-
ergy (Power Division) En-
gineer Khurram Dastgir
Khan laid a foundation
stone of the new 132-KV
Grid Station namely
Ghulam Dastgir Khan Grid
Station here on Sunday.
The grid station cost-
ing Rs 1.06 billion would
be completed in a record
period of three and a half
months. Gujranwala Elec-
tric Power Company
(GEPCO) Board of Direc-
tors’ Chairman Muhammad
Shuaib Butt, Chief Execu-
tive Officer Engineer
Muhammad Ayub, Project
Director Faisal Nafees
Yusuf were also present.
General Managers

Mazhar Naveed, Rana
Ishtiaq Ahmed, Chief Engi-
neers Naveed Anjum
Cheema, Muhammad
Ashiq Jatt, Imtiaz Ahmed
Cheema, Managers Sheikh
Amanullah, Muhammad
Buta Gurayah, Shahbaz
Ahmed Sekhu, Ghulam
Ghos and Regional Chair-
man Wapda Hydro Union
Waliur Rehman Khan, and
others were present on the
occasion.

Addressing the cer-
emony, the energy minister
said that the construction
work of 132-KV Ghulam
Dastgir Khan grid station
had been started and the
project would be com-
pleted in the shortest pos-
sible time.

HWA for protecting
children from worst
forms of Child Labour

HYDERABAD (APP):
President Hari Welfare As-
sociation Akram Khaskheli
said that Sindh has intro-
duced better laws to mini-
mize child labour and reduce
the number of out-of-
school children.

In a statement in the
context of world child
labour day, he said that in
the last 10 years, from
2013 to 2023, around 3727
children along with their
adult family members were
released from the custody
oflandlords in Sindh which
constitute 34 %of the total

bonded labourers released
in the agriculture sector.

President Hari Wel-
fare Association (HWA)
Akran Khaskheli said that
in 2022, the total number
of released children in the
agriculture sector was 198,
which is the lowest re-
ported data as compared to
the previous years.

The main cause of the
lowest reporting of
bonded labour cases was
to draw the attention of
the media to rain and flood
catastrophes started from
August 2022.

LARKANA: Viewnof wreckﬁge and worst of condi-

tion the bridge, needs the attention of concerned
authorities, as its creating problems for commut-
ers and they demand to concerned department to
construction work as soon as possible, in Larkana

District admin ask concerned
authorities to remove
billboards, signboards in
view of cyclone

HYDERABAD (APP):
The district administra-
tion of Hyderabad has
asked the concerned au-
thorities to remove on
top priority all the bill-
boards and signboards in
view of the impending cy-
clone.

The directives were
conveyed here on Sunday
in a letter addressed to the
Regional Director of
Sindh Building Control
Authority (SBCA), the
Municipal Commissioner
of Hyderabad Municipal

Corporation (HMC), the
Executive Officer of Can-
tonment Board
Hyderabad (CBH) and 3
other municipal officials.

The offices had been
asked to remove bill-
boards and signboards
from all public places to
avoid any untoward inci-
dent.

They had also been
directed to keep the
standby generators ready,
which might be required
for dewatering the rain-
water.
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