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Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of coalition
partners for consultation on proposals for Public Sector Development
Programme 2023-24 at Islamabad

KARACHI: Peoples Party (PPP) Sindh President,
Senator Nisar Ahmed Khuhro addresses to media
persons during press conference held at PPP Me-
dia Cell Bilawal House in Karachi.

IRAQ: Minister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
his counterpart Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein, sighing the MOUs
during Minister of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto Zardari visit
for bilateral relations in various fields of cooperation.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a cabinet meeting at CM House.

Sindh cabinet approves procurement
of 60 ambulances, breastfeeding

law,  Hindu Marriage Act

Bilawal, deputy PM of
Iraq discuss boosting

bilateral relations

Public welfare, business friendly
policies focus of budget: PM

Says special measures in budget for relief to poor, middle classes

Court not to interfere in
economic matters: CJP

Single-use plastics to be
banned in PM Secretariat,
federal ministries: Sherry

PPP nominates unelected
Murtaza Wahab for
mayor Karachi slot

Senator Karim, Sindh
governor discus political,

economic situation of country

Hina meets members of
Norway’s parliamentary
body on foreign affairs

Bilawal
congratulates all
PPP nominees
including Mayors

of Karachi,
Hyderabad

KARACHI (APP): The
Chairman of Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari has con-
gratulated all PPP nominees
including Mayor of Karachi
and Hyderabad here on
Monday.

While taking to Twit-
ter, he felicitated Murtaza
Wahab on his nomination as
the Mayor of Karachi and
Kashif Shoro as the Mayor
of Hyderabad.

He said, ‘I have full
faith that Shoro and Wahab
will be the first but not the
last PPP mayors of our two
great cities.’

Govt committed to phase
out use of plastic items

from routine life: Marriyum

Gen (Retd)
Bajwa mistreated

in France
PARIS (Online): An inci-
dent of maltreatment has
taken place with former
army chief Gen (Retd)
Qamar Javed Bajwa and his
wife abroad.

The unidentified man
who is involved in mistreat-
ment was apparently  Af-
ghan. According to media
reports It can be seen from
video which   went viral on
social media that former
army chief is sitting with
his wife outside a building
in foreign country. It is be-
ing said that he is with his
wife in France.

In the meantime a man
gets close to him while mak-
ing video. Gen (Retd) Qamar
Bajwa  says I am not army
chief. The former army chief
while stopping this man
from making video says “
don’t make video. I just call
police. The  man says “ call
in police. Then he starts hurl-
ing abuses. Upon it former
army chief ignores this man
and he remains engaged in
talks  with his wife.

Shohada laid
to rest with
full military

honours, ISPR
RAWALPINDI (Online):
Funeral prayers of Lance
Naik Mairaj  Uddin
Shaheed 23 years,  resident
of D.I Khan and Naik
Zaheer Abbas 38 years,
resident of District
Khushab who embraced
shahadat in  North
Waziristan while fighting
gallantly with terrorists ,
were offered at their re-
spective hometowns.

The Shaheeds were
laid to rest with full mili-
tary honours. Senior serv-
ing & retired officers / sol-
diers, relatives and a large
number of people attended
the funerals.

KARACHI (APP): The
Sindh Cabinet Monday met
under the chairmanship of
the Chief Minister and ap-
proved procurement of 60
ambulances, including 30
mobile medicals, cleared the
breastfeeding law to ensure
breastfeeding of children
for three years, and up-
graded posts of JPMC from
grade 9 to 14 and onward.

The meeting was held
at CM House and was at-
tended by provincial min-
isters, advisors, special as-
sistants, chief Secretary
Sohail Rajput, AG Sindh
Hassan Akbar, PSCM

Fayaz Jatoi, and others.
Sindh Minister Health

Dr Azra Pechuho briefing
the cabinet said that there
was a need for the procure-
ment of 60 ambulances, in-
cluding 30 mobile medical
vans and five mobile labora-
tories for which Rs 2 billion
were required. The cabinet
was told that the purpose
of procuring ambulances,
medical vans, and laborato-
ries was to link Gaucher’s
Diseases (GDs) with Pri-
mary/Secondary care; rapid
medical assessment and
treatment; transport pa-
tients, supporting mass ca-

sualty incidents. It was
pointed out that Mobile
medical units would be uti-
lized where medical facilities
were limited or inaccessible.

The mobile laboratory
would be used in disease
outbreak investigation,
rapid diagnostic testing, sur-
veillance and monitoring,
environmental testing, and
support for field hospitals
and medical teams. The am-
bulances would be included
in the fleet of Rescue 1122.
The cabinet approved the
request and funds for the
purpose. The cabinet dis-
cussed and approved the

Sindh Protection and Promo-
tion of Breast Feeding and
Young Child Nutrition Act,
2023. Dr. Azra said that it was
expedient to ensure safe and
adequate nutrition for infants
and young children up to the
age of 36 months by promot-
ing protecting and support-
ing breastfeeding, promoting
healthy diets to prevent obe-
sity and non-communicable
diseases and regulating the
marketing and promotion of
designated products including
breast milk substitutes of
feeding bottles, valves for
feeding bottles, nipple
shields, teats, and pacifiers.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Monday said the fo-
cus of the budget for the fi-
nancial year 2023-2024 will
be progress, public welfare
and business-friendly poli-
cies. He was speaking at a
high-level consultative meet-
ing with the allied parties here
on the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP).

He said the size of
PSDP in the budget would
be increased from Rs 700
billion to Rs 950 billion in
the next financial year to
spur economic growth and
create job opportunities.

He said the next finan-
cial year would be the year
of economic progress for
Pakistan, adding economic
conditions were difficult
and the government was
adopting a policy of utiliz-
ing available resources in

the best possible manner.
The PM said substan-

tial funds would be allocated
in the new budget for the re-
construction and rehabilita-
tion of the flood-affected ar-
eas. During a briefing, the
participants of the meeting
were told that the long-de-
layed National Flood Re-
sponse Programme would
be restarted after a lapse of
many years.

He said despite the
damage caused to the na-
tional economy by the pre-
vious government, his gov-
ernment worked hard and
brought economic stability.

He said he considered
consultation with the allied
parties very important,
adding last year for the first
time in the history of Paki-
stan, the 13-parties alliance
saved the state by putting
in danger their own politics.

“We cannot find this
kind of effort to save the
country’s economy, any-
where in the world.”

He said Pakistan was
saved from economic de-
struction and agents of
chaos. Federal Ministers
Ishaq Dar, Ahsan Iqbal,
Moulana Asad Mehmood,
Rana Tanvir Hussain,
Maulana Abdul Wasey, Syed
Aminul Haque, Agha Hassan
Baloch, Sardar Israr Tareen,
Advisor to PM Ahad
Cheema, Ministers of State
Hashim Notezai, Ehsanullah
Reki, member National As-
sembly and Convener
Muttahida Qoumi Move-
ment Dr Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui, MNAs Aslam
Bhotani, Mohsin Dawar and
member Awami National
Party Sardar Hussain Babak
and officers concerned at-
tended the meeting.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial on
Monday said the court
would not interfere in eco-
nomic matters as it did not
have the required expertise.

The CJP expressed
these views while heading
a three-member bench
which heard a case related
to the K-Electric’s (KE)
privatization.

During the course of
proceedings, CJP Bandial
asked the petitioner’s law-
yer Rashid Rizvi to ap-
proach the high court con-
cerned in the matter.

He said the Parliament
had made two laws related
to the clause 3 of Article 184
and asked whether any old

cases were scheduled for
hearings so the issue could
be observed live.

Advocate Salahuddin
said an application had been
filed against the KSC
Labour Union. Upon this,
Justice Ayesha Malik said
the matter was not before
the court as yet.

The petitioner’s law-
yer pleaded that the hear-
ing should be adjourned till
next week. To this, Chief
Justice Bandial said that the
court would be on holidays
from next week and judges
would not be available. He
directed the lawyer to re-
ceive instructions before
the next hearing. Subse-
quently, the case was ad-
journed till Tuesday.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb has
said that government is
committed to curb phase
out use of plastic made
items from routine life to
preserve the planet earth
from looming threat of cli-
mate change. In a statement
on Monday in connection
with the World Environ-
ment Day, she said, “Phas-
ing out plastic shopping
bags, plates, spoons, forks,
containers, cups, bowls,
knives, and similar single-
use items is the
government’s foremost pri-
ority.”

Theme for the World
Environment Day 2023 is
under the campaign
#BeatPlasticPollution,
‘Ecosystem Restoration’.

Marriyum Aurangzeb
further stated that use of
straws, lids and wraps for
drinks would also have to
be curbed at all cost for
protecting the environment
and biodiversity in the eco-
system.

The plan worked out
by the Ministry of Climate
Change to curb use of dis-
posable items was a crucial
step in the right direction,
she said adding that the
businesses community had
also assured their coopera-
tion in this regard, but the
citizens would have to
abandon plastic crockery
and other items.

The information min-
ister said today there was a
need to renew commitment
for ending environmental
pollution caused by plastic
and its products.

BAGHDAD (INP): Fed-
eral Minister for Foreign
Affairs Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari called on Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister of Iraq, Dr. Fuad
Hussein on Monday and
discussed with him matters
relating enhancing bilateral
relations between their
countries.

During the meeting,
the two sides agreed to en-
hance relations between
Pakistan and Iraq in diverse
and multidimensional areas
including diplomatic ties.

Foreign Minister who
arrived in Iraq three-day
visit was received by
Deputy Foreign Minister
Muhammad Hussain Bahr-
ul-Uloom, Pakistan’s am-
bassador to Iraq Ahmed
Amjad Ali, and senior offi-
cials of the embassy.

During his visit to

Iraq, Bilawal will hold meet-
ings with the political lead-
ership of the country. He
will lay the foundation-
stone of the Pakistan em-
bassy besides a visit to
Ziaraat.

Spokesperson of the
Foreign Ministry said that
Bilawal was undertaking
visit on the invitation of
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Iraq,
Dr. Fuad Hussein.

The foreign minister is
accompanied by PPP lead-
ers including Faisal Karim
Kundi, Sharjeel Memon,
Nasir Hussain Shah,
Nadeem Afzal Chan,
Mukesh Chawla and Qasim
Naveed Qamar.

Last week, Bilawal
reached Amman to attend
the royal wedding on the
invitation of royal family of
Jordan.

KARACHI (APP): A del-
egation led by the Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister (SAPM) with the
status of Federal Minister
Senator Dr. Hafiz Abdul
Karim called on the Sindh
Governor Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori here
on Monday.

They discussed the
overall political and eco-
nomic situation of the coun-
try, development projects
of the federal government

in the Sindh province, and
other issues of mutual in-
terest.

Kamran Tessori said
that the incidents of May 9
had been condemned by
everyone. He urged the
masses to work together
for the betterment and de-
velopment of the country.

Senator Dr. Hafiz
Abdul Karim said that
the whole nation stood
sh ou ld er  t o  sh ou ld er
with its army.

OSLO (APP): Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs
Hina Rabbani Khar on
Monday held a meeting
here with members of Nor-
wegian Parliament’s Com-
mittee on foreign affairs and
defence led by Chairperson
Ine Søreide.

In the meeting, re-
gional and global issues of
mutual concern and risks

to global peace were dis-
cussed.

The minister of state
urged Norway to play a due
role in the resolution of in-
ternational conflicts.

Hina Rabbani Khar
arrived in Oslo yesterday.
She is currently on a four-
country visit to Europe in-
cluding Denmark, Sweden
and Belgium.

KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh’s ruling party Paki-
stan Peoples Party (PPP)
has nominated unelected
candidate Murtaza Wahab,
the provincial
government’s spokesper-
son for post of Karachi
mayor. PPP has become the
single largest party with
155 members, including the
reserved seats, in the 367-
strong house and elections
for the mayor Karachi slot
are scheduled to be held on
June 15.

As no single party has
a simple majority of 179
votes in the house at
present, the count that is
needed to ascertain who
wins the coveted seat of the
port city’s mayor. As per
the latest statistics, the to-
tal number of the PPP,

PML-N and JUI-F is 175.
In the 367 house, the

Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) has
emerged as the second larg-
est party with total 130
seats, including the re-
served seats, while Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
bagged a total 63 seats. The
alliance between the two
parties stands at 193. Ap-
parently, the alliance has
enough numbers to win the
coveted seat but the PPP
has been claiming that a
“jiyala” will rule the me-
tropolis this time.

Sindh Local Govern-
ment Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah said that no
one is pressurised but if
someone decides to vote
as per their “conscience”
then they will respect
their decision.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination Sena-
tor Sherry Rehman on
Monday announced that
the government has decided
to ban single-use polythene
items in Prime Minister
Secretariat, federal minis-
tries and in all the divisions
to end non-degradable plas-
tic use as model for the na-
tion to embrace behavioural
change for beating plastic
pollution.

Addressing a seminar
in connection with the
World Environment Day at
Shaheed Bhutto Founda-

tion (SBF), the federal min-
ister informed that the ban
would be imposed from to-
day at PM Secretariat and
federal government divi-
sions would be directed to
ensure refillable water
bottles and containers for
official use.

Senator Rehman in-
formed that the prime min-
ister has endorsed it and
regulations would be re-
leased in the evening.

However, the plastic
manufacturers have di-
rected to stop manufactur-
ing of non-degradable plas-
tics and by August 1, 2023
it would be discontinued.

Storm drains will help to control the
situation during rainfall: Nasir Shah

Independent Report
KARACHI: Provincial
Minister for Local Govern-
ment Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah has said that KDA will
construct a storm drain
from 4K Chowrangi to Lyari
river Yusuf Goth Gadap
town with the support of
the Sindh Government and
construction of storm drain
will help to control the situ-
ation during rains. He added
that the Sindh Government
is working day and night to
complete countless
projects in the city of
Karachi on an urgent basis
and the effects of the posi-
tive initiatives of the Gov-
ernment of Sindh will be

visible soon.
He said while laying

the foundation stone of
storm drain at 4K
Chowrangi to Lyari River
Yusuf Goth Gadap Town.

He accompanied by Sena-
tor Waqar Mehdi, Minister
Labor and Human Re-
sources Saeed Ghani, MNA
Shahida Rahmani, Secre-
tary LG Najam Ahmad

Shah, Director General
KDA Syed Muhammad Ali
Shah, CM Coordinator
Shehzad Memon and MC
KMC Syed Shujaat. These
views were expressed by
Sindh Local Government
Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah while laying
the foundation stone of 4K
Chowrangi to Lyari Nadi
Yusuf Goth Gadap Town
Barsati Nala. KDA Super-
intendent Engineer Abdul
Muttalib Manan informed
the details and said that
the length of the storm
drain is about 15000 run-
ning feet while the pipe-
line of 15, 24, 36, 48, 72
dia inches will be laid.

KARACHI: Provincial Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langu metting with Sindh Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori.
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Environment Day
Our world is not reusable nor can it be made per-
ishable. As the plastic tide spins out of control,
World Environment Day, being observed this year
with a focus on plastic pollution, is a requisite to
stem it. An alarming level of plastic — 8m to 10m
tonnes — spills into the oceans each year, be-
coming a devastating rogue wave for the ecosys-
tem. Take the North Pacific Ocean where a mass
of litter comprising common trash, belongings and
fishing equipment is known as the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch. There isn’t much comfort for life
above water either: UNEP sounded the alarm last
month when it stated that, considering the invis-
ible “microplastic fragments” plaguing the high-
est peaks and the ocean floors, single-use plas-
tics and disposable consumption must drop to
half as the next few years are precarious. These
were identified in “blood, breast milk and placen-
tae” — foreboding signs of a noxious marine and
animal feed and food chain. The report also pro-
nounced plastic as the source of 19pc of global
greenhouse emissions by 2040; it presented a ‘re-
use, recycle and diversify’ approach for used ma-
terials to meet the diminution target.

The same month, climate ministers at the G7
summit vowed to halt surplus plastic pollution
in their nations by 2040. However, the most sig-
nificant development that can set the path to
recovery was in Paris — some 200 countries
came together and assented to negotiate an in-
ternational treaty which plugs the plastic crunch,
similar to the Paris Agreement on climate change.
The charge of mapping an agenda to lessen glo-
bal plastic excess fell squarely on the shoulders
of UN affiliates. Likely to be settled by the end
of 2024, the accord should translate into a pow-
erful, stringent plastic policy with legal teeth,
resolute on restoring the globe. Closer to home,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan have banned
single-use plastic fare. But Pakistan and India’s
undertaking to phase out expendable plastic has
sunk.

Pakistan’s pollution laws — Section 11 of
PEPA forbids the discharge of effluents, waste
and air pollutants — are met with oblivion. And
resistance from retailers and consumers defeated
the government’s SRO to ban plastic bags in
2020. In April, the climate change ministry dis-
closed that the production level of plastic waste
was 3m tonnes and, according to UNEP, only
3pc is recycled. If unaddressed, this will stand
at 12m tonnes by 2040. A World Bank survey in
2022 claimed 10,000 tonnes of macro-plastics
flow through the Indus into the sea annually.
Meanwhile, untreated sewage and solid refuse
continue to ravage Karachi’s marine ecology. The
fatal threat of toxic plastic, which makes flora,
fauna and humans sick, must emerge as a rebel
yell for environmentalists and media. Also, with-
out a habit revolution, a plastic ban is just the
tip of a rapidly dissolving iceberg.

Ease the pain It’s an ant’s life

Muna Khan

Is there a more dismissive
response to pain than
hearing someone tell you
‘it’s all in your head?’ As
someone who has suf-
fered chronic pain for at
least a decade, I can’t tell
you how upsetting it is.

I’ve often felt dis-
missed by doctors treat-
ing my pain from a limited
perspective, ie looking at
the painful part and not
the whole body. A few
healthcare professionals
have told me how they’re
seeing more patients with
complaints similar to mine,
especially since Covid,
but can’t explain why. I
think it’s pretty clear that
stress levels amplified
during the pandemic
haven’t receded.

I’ve tried just about
every pain relief method
shared by friends and
family — from myofascial
massages to acupuncture
to physical therapy, oste-
opathy, cupping to hyp-
nosis, even sound heal-
ing. I also tried psychedelic
microdosing. Each pro-
vided various levels of
temporary relief. I know
stress aggravates pain but
if any reader has a tip on
how they manage stress
that doesn’t involve leav-
ing the country or switch-
ing off the news, let me
know.

So it was with some
trepidation that I read
Rachel Zoffness’ Pain
Management Workbook
after hearing her on a
podcast. While her book
does not provide magic
cures, nor has it changed
my life, it has shifted my
attitude.

Her basic premise is
that the causes of pain are
a mix of biological, psy-
chological and sociologi-
cal factors. Treating lower
back pain in isolation, for

example, won’t provide
long-term relief; one’s
emotional health has to
be taken into consider-
ation. How a person views
their own pain is of equal
import. The section on
pain dial — imagining
your pain as a volume
button — and how to
control it, was particularly
useful.

“Any time your brain
perceives or beli-eves that
your body is in danger,
the pain dial is turned up,
so pain volume is loud —
loud enough to grab your
attention, change your
behaviour, and get you
out of harm’s way. How-
ever, if your brain deter-
mines that your body is
safe, the dial is turned
down — so pain volume
is lower, and warning sig-
nals are quieter,” she
writes.

When your body is
stressed, it tenses and
tightens and “cerebral
cortex and limbic system
(which control thoughts
and feelings) send signals
to your pain dial, turning
it way up”, she adds. The
same is true when your
mood is low or you have
negative thoughts or
when your attention is fo-
cused on pain.

In the good news
though, the opposite is
also true. When your
stress is low, you are
happy, your mood is high,
your brain determines
“little protection is
needed”, turning pain
volume low.

“Thoughts, beliefs,
emotions, perceptions,
coping behaviours, and
context can adjust pain
volume,” she writes.

The trick then is to
focus on keeping the pain
volume low, and she sug-
gests many activity-based
things — from being out-
doors, to more socialising
— and reduced screen time.
I can attest to how this has
helped me tremendously in
pain management but they
are difficult goals, espe-
cially when everyone you
know shares your anxiety
about the uncertainty in the
country.

Is it possible to turn

the dial lower when you
worry about a near eco-
nomic collapse that awaits,
the tensions in families for
opposing political views,
the lack of opportunities for
the youth and so forth?

While Dr Zoffness
does not have an answer
specific to the pain Paki-
stanis are afflicted with —
neither, it seems, does the
PDM government — she
says having a dee-per un-
derstanding of the science
behind pain, and coping
behaviours, allows one a
greater control of their pain.
She explains cognitive
behavio-ur therapy and
how it has hel-ped people
imp-rove their lives, red-uce
dependency on
me-d-ication and lower
their pain dials.

Perhaps the most use-
ful part of the book is the
tools she offers, like the
school exercise book where
you fill in the blanks to
questions that will give you
insight into your emotional
state and help you
recalibrate your relation-
ship to pain. It may seem
simplistic but putting things
down on paper, like how
you react to certain situa-
tions, can be very useful,
even cathartic, maybe sur-
prising. Seeing those words
on paper helped me make
lifestyle changes. I spend
10 minutes in direct sunlight
upon waking to manage cir-
cadian rhythms in a bid to
help improve sleep hygiene.

Pain is debilitating. It
can lead to isolation and
reduced activities; it can
impact your work and all
your relationships. I espe-
cially chose to write this
piece given the situation
in Pakistan, a nation in per-
petual crisis mode, be-
cause the environment im-
pacts mood and the body.
Many may not understand
how pain is the body’s
warning system.
Zoffness’ action focused
book offers useful tech-
niques and tips without
sounding new age-y.
More importantly, it of-
fers hope that life with-
out chronic pain is pos-
sible provided you’re
willing to do the work.  -
- Courtesy Dawn

Zarrar Khuhro

There are some clips that
go viral time and again, be-
cause they’re absolutely
incredible. One such clip
on social media feeds is
from a 2006 documentary
named Ants! Nature’s se-
cret power in which sci-
entists discovered a mas-
sive abandoned ant city
somewhere in Brazil and
proceeded to pump it full
of 10 tons of cement over
three days so that they
could take a look at its in-
ner working.

The ant megapolis,
which had been created
by leafcutter ants by dis-
placing over 40 tons of
dirt was a masterpiece in
construction which cov-
ered an area of 46 square
met-res and reached
about 8m below the sur-
face. Dubbed the “ant
equivalent of the Great
Wall of China”, this
megacity conta-i-ned
subterranean highways
linking the main chambers
with ‘side roads’ connect-
ing the highways. The ant
city comes complete with
dedicated fungus gar-
dens where the ants grew
their own food and sepa-
rate re-fuse pits to avoid
disease and contamina-
tion.

The design was so in-
telligent that it emerged
that the entire colony, its
chambers and routes were
built in the most effici-ent
and sustainable way pos-
sible: minimising commute
time and maximising ven-
tilation to keep its resi-
dents cool and healthy. It
was a more sustainable
design than most above-
ground cities we live in.
As per the documentary’s
narrator: “Everyth-ing
looks like it has been de-
signed by an architect
with a single mind … the
collective will of the ant

colony, the superorgan-
ism.” A superorganism is
defined as a “group of
synergetically interacting
organisms of the same
species”, or, simply put, a
group of organisms acting
in concert to fulfil the will/
meet the needs of the col-
lective. Apart from ants,
bees and termites are also
examples of superorgan-
isms, as are some fungal
networks. Recently, the
shocking discovery was
made that in the mouths
of those afflicted with se-
vere tooth decay, microbes
and fungi can combine
into a superorganism that
can then sprout ‘limbs’ al-
lowing it to ‘walk’ and
‘leap’ over teeth surfaces
— an ability that the indi-
vidual organisms do not
have, thus proving that
the sum is truly greater
than its parts.

The concept of su-
perorganisms has also
helped scientists better
understand the human
biome, in particular the
complex and still little un-
derstood way in which
microbes and bacteria
within our body interact.
The field of cybernetics,
working on the concept of
‘distributed intelligence’,
has also found interesting
applications for this con-
cept in yet another ex-
ample of man learning
from nature.

And there’s a lot to
learn, especially in the field
of architecture; the way
that insects like termites
use collective, distributed
intelligence to collaborate
to build enduring, sustain-
able structures has in-
spired scientists at
Harvard to work on devel-
oping an army of bug bots
of their own. Dubbed
TERMES, this miniature
automated team of robots
works together to build
castles, pyramids and
towers out of foam blocks
without any supervision,
even constructing stair-
cases when they need to
reach a higher level, and
responding to unexpected
changes in the structure
or the environment spon-
taneously without any
need to ‘talk’ to one an-

other — exactly how bees,
ants and termites work by
utilising a process of im-
plicit communication
known as ‘stigmergy’.

This means that, un-
like systems where
swarms of robots need a
central operator giving
them instructions, these
robots can work more or
less independently and
can pick up where one
leaves off. The scient-ists
hope to use this model to
one day have the robots
construct emergency
housing in remote/ disas-
ter-stricken areas, placing
sa-n-dbags where floods
are expected, or even to
perform simple construc-
tion tasks on the moon or
on Mars.

But before we get
ahead of ourselves, it’s in-
structive to study how in-
sects instinctively come up
with efficient designs, and
then to apply those prin-
ciples to human design.
Take spider webs, the de-
sign of which parallel the
way humans construct
suspension and cable-stay
bridges. The way that spi-
der webs can catch flies
travelling at high speeds
without breaking can ben-
efit the designers of aircraft
carriers aiming to secure
planes landing at high
speeds. Termite mounds
have also inspired archi-
tects, with the Eastgate cen-
ter in Zimbabwe mimicking
the cooling techniques em-
ployed in termite mounds,
using air pockets that drive
natural ventilation, thus
cooling the building with
outside air. Considered the
first building to use natural
ventilation on this scale, the
Eastgate Centre consumes
a fraction of the energy that
other buildings of this size
do. Then there’s the hon-
eycomb, perhaps nature’s
most efficient design,
which is being incorpo-
rated into products like bi-
cycle helmets and car
bumpers. In fact, the latest
tyres for US military ve-
hicles are based on the
honeycomb design and
are capable of surviving
an IED attack and keep
chugging away.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired the
meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet.

FAISALABAD: Federal Minister for Power Engineer Khurram Dastgir Khan
is addressing a gathering after lying foundation stone for the construction
of 500/132-KV grid station of Allama Iqbal Industrial City (AIIC) near
Sahianwala.

ECC approves over Rs 422bln
supplementary grants

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC), in
addition to other decisions on
Monday, approved
Supplementary and
Technical Supplementary
Grants (TSG) of Rs 422.3
billion in favour of various
divisions.

Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar chaired the ECC
meeting.

The meeting was
attended by Federal

Minister for Industries and
Production Syed Murtaza
Mahmud; Member of the
National Assembly
(MNA) and former prime
minister Shahid Khaqan
Abbasi ; Minister of State
for Finance and Revenue
Dr Aisha Ghous Pasha;
Minister of State for
Petroleum Musadik
Masood Malik; Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister (SAPM) on
Finance Tariq Bajwa;
SAPM on Revenue  Tariq
Mehmood Pasha; federal

secretaries and other senior
officers.

The ECC accorded
approval to the summary
of Ministry of
Communications for
issuance of Government of
Pakistan’s (GoP) guarantee
amounting to Rs 9,500
million for the construction
of Hyderabad-Sukkur
Motorway on build-
operate-transfer basis.

The committee also
approved Rs 12 billion for
the National Disaster
Management Authority for

procurement of relief items
to restock/replenish its
reserves in order to be
better  prepared to
respond to any impending
disaster.

The ECC on the
summary of Ministry of
National Health Services,
Regulations and
Coordination approved
fixation of maximum retail
prices ( MRPs)  of 49 new
drugs on the basis of being
lower as compared to their
prices in the neighbouring
countries.

Khurram Dastgir lays
foundation of 500/132kV
grid station in Faisalabad

FAISALABAD (INP):
Federal Minister for
Energy (Power Division)
Engineer Khurram Dastgir
Khan laid the foundation
stone of 500/132-kV grid
station at Allama Iqbal
Industrial City (AIIC),
Sahianwala, here on
Monday.

He said that Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and its leadership
believed in serving mass. It
always preferred to initiate
development projects in the
country so that life standard
of masses could be

improved by providing
them with basic amenities
at their doorsteps. He said
that the PML-N
government had launched a
number of mega projects
including transmission
lines, new grid stations,
industrial cities and CPEC
in addition to eliminating the
menace of terrorism and
load-shedding during its
tenure 2013-18. Later, the
incompetent rulers were
imposed on the country,
who did not launch even a
single public welfare or
development scheme. He

said that the incompetent
rulers had committed
criminal negligence which
increased price of
development projects
manifold and now the
nation was facing its
consequences.

He said that the PML-
N government established
new grid stations near
Painsara and Lalian few
months ago, which saved
Rs1.5 billion for FESCO. If
these schemes were not
completed, the people had
to pay this amount in their
electricity bills.

Inflation rooted in system,
will continue to hurt masses
in next FY: Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Former President of the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Butt said on Monday that
inflation is deeply rooted
in the system and it will
continue to damage the
interests of masses with
full force in the next
financial year to increase
public anxiety.

In a statement issued
here, he said that the
merciless inflation has
broken the backs of the

people and pushed
millions of people below
the poverty line. People in
rural  areas are more
affected by the inflation
than people in urban areas,
which is unfortunate, he
added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt
said that  as per data
released by the
government, inflation has
reached 38 percent in the
month of May, which is
the highest level in the
history of the country and
in South Asia.

Govt plans to upgrade major
airports at par international

standards: Saad Rafique
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for
Railways and Aviation
Khawaja Saad Rafique has
said that the PML-N-led
government had planned to
upgrade the country’s
major airports with the
addition of modern
facilities for passengers to
bring the airports at par
with international
standards. Talking to a
private news channel on
Monday, the minister said,
“We will provide
maximum basic facilities to

passengers in airports and
railway stations and
generate more revenue for
the department aiming to
drive it to self-sufficiency.”

Apart from this, the
government was also
planning to upgrade
security checks at railway
stations, he added.

Rafique said the
government was taking
several steps to improve
the performance of airport
authority and Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA) services and would

provide maximum facilities
to the passengers.

He said that a contract
had been signed with the
New York City
government to operate the
renowned Roosevelt Hotel
of the PIA situated in New
York (USA) for three years.

The minister further
said that three international
airports, including Lahore,
Karachi and Islamabad,
were being outsourced and
made it clear that
“outsourcing did not mean
privatisation”.

China to expand 5G
application scenarios,

boost R&D on 6G
ISLAMABAD (APP):
China’s Industry and
Information Technology
(IIT) Minister Jin
Zhuanglong on Monday said
that his country would speed
up the construction of virtual
private networks in the 5G
industry and enrich the 5G
application scenarios.
“China will improve the
coverage of high-quality
networks such as 5G and
gigabit optical networks by
continuously optimizing the
infrastructure layout, and
building a batch of 5G
factories,” Jin said at the
opening forum of the 31st PT
Expo China in Beijing.

Chairman of China
Telecom Ke Ruiwen said,
“The company has been
building an all-optical
network, with gigabit optical
networks now covering more
than 300 cities,” China.org
reported. China Mobile,
another telecom giant in
China, said, “It has led nearly
200 international standards
for 5G and applied for more
than 4,100 patents.”
According to China Tower,
“The company has made
more than 200,000
communication towers
smarter by equipping them
with 5G and artificial
intelligence.”

Senate body on
Aviation meets

ISLAMABAD (Online):
The meeting of the Senate
Standing Committee on
Aviation was held on
Monday at Parliament
House, Islamabad.
Members were briefed on
various issues that
currently being faced by
the Aviation Sector in
Pakistan.

The meet ing was
presided over by Senator
Hidayatullah. Members
of the Committee who
attended were Senator
Saleem Mandviwala ,
Senator  Syed
Muhammad Sabir Shah,
Senator Umer Farooq,

Senator Faisal Saleem
Rahman and sen ior
officers  from the
Ministry of Aviation.

Matters taken up by
the Committee included
bidding process of the
Allama Iqbal International
Airport, Remittances due
to ticket sales not being
allowed to remit foreign
exchange, Action against
those appointed in PIA
on fake degrees, setting
up secur i ty agencies
counters in one place at
different  airports and
Distance of the Islamabad
Airport building from the
parking lot.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): Two
ships  namely,  Chem-
Leona and Kar imata ,
carrying 17,850 tonnes of
palm o il  and 50,779
tonnes of mogas, berthed
at Liquid Terminal and
Oil  Terminal
respectively on Sunday.

Meanwhile, seven
more ships, Budapest
Express, RSG, Jiu-Li-669,
Saver-1, Valiant, Ullswater
and Alexandra Kosan,
scheduled to load/offload
containers, bitumen, palm
oil, coal, LPG and chemicals
also arrived at the outer
anchorage of the port
during the last 24 hours.
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May 9 vandalism exposes evil
face of attackers: Sajid Turi

PESHAWAR (APP):
Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and
Humans Resource
Development, Sajid
Hussain Turi on Monday
said that May 9 vandalism
had exposed the evil face
of the attackers and
elements involved in the
ransacking of national
installations could not
escape from the law.

He strongly
condemned the ransacking
of public, government and
defence installations on
May 9 and10 vandalism
and said that the burning
of Radio Pakistan
Peshawar’s historic
building showed that the
attackers had “no regard for
cultural heritage and
media”.

He expressed these
views during his visit to
the burnt building of Radio
Pakistan Peshawar and
expressed solidarity with
employees of the national

broadcaster and Associated
Press of Pakistan
Corporation.

Sajid Turi said the
ransacking and burning of
Radio Pakistan Peshawar,
Jinnah House Lahore and
defence installations on
May 9-10 exposed the
barbaric mindsets of the
rioters.

He said that former
president Asif Ali Zardari
had raised the slogan of
“Pakistan Khapay” after
the martyrdom of Benazir
Bhutto Shaheed in 2007
and PPP had always raised
the national flag sky high.

The federal minister
said the destruction and
damages of the May 9
vandalism were beyond
immigration and the
culprits could not escape
from the clutches of law.

He said Radio
Pakistan Peshawar was a
historic station established
on March 6, 1935, from
where the announcement

of Pakistan’s independence
was aired on midnight of
August 13-14, 1947.

Sajid Turi said he
would talk to PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
about the devastations
caused to the Radio
Pakistan Peshawar ’s
building and announced
five motorcycles for the
national broadcaster.

Later, talking to APP,
the federal minister said
that the government in the
last year had sent over
9,50,000 skilled labourers
abroad for employment.

The minister said the
death grant of overseas
Pakistanis had been
increased from Rs 600,000
to Rs 800,000 and the
dowery grant from Rs
400,000 to Rs 600,000.

Sajid Turi said that
800,000 children of
overseas Pakistanis and
62,000 students of other
Pakistanis were enrolled in
his ministry schools.

PESHAWAR: Media briefing by Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistani & Human Resource Development
Mr. Sajid Hussain Turi at Radio Pakistan.

13th Sartyoon Sang
Crafts exhibition

inaugurated

Seminar on ‘Heart Health’
held at Iqra University on
World Hypertension Day

Two robbers
netted

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Rangers Sindh and Po-
lice in a joint intelligence-
based operation in the
Orangi Town area arrested
two of a robbers’ gang and
recovered illegal arms and
ammunition from their
possession.

According to a news
release on Monday, the ar-
rested were identified as
Ameer Nawab and Yousuf
alias Raja.

The arrested accused
revealed that they along
with their other accom-
plices committed more
than 70 robberies in Orangi
Town,  Nazimabad,  SITE
Area and other areas dur-
ing which they snatched
150 mobile phones and
cash Rs. 0.2 million. Raids
were being conducted to
arrest their other accom-
plices.

Arrested along with
recovered arms and ammu-
nition were handed over to
the police for further legal
proceedings.

KARACHI (APP): Provin-
cial Secretary for Social
Welfare, Dr Sheeren
Mustafa Narejo on Mon-
day inaugurated the four
day 13th‘ SRSO Sartyoon
Sang Crafts’ exhibition at a
shopping mall, here.

Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) SRSO,
Muhammad Dittal Kalhoro
Rural Women Artisans and
others were present, said a
statement on Monday.

The four-day exhibi-
tion is organized by the
Sindh Rural Support Orga-
nization (SRSO) with the
collaboration of the Sindh
government and its partners
displaying the work of
thousands of women arti-
sans of Sindh with an aim
to provide market linkages
to rural women and arti-
sans. She appreciated the
endeavours of Sindh Rural
Support Organizations for
poor and destitute commu-

nities and voiced her expec-
tation of the continuation
of such support for rural
communities of Sindh.

She purchased wares
from artisan women who
came from remote villages
in different districts of the
province and appreciated
their work.

The first day of the ex-
hibition received an over-
whelming response from lo-
cal and international visi-
tors. Appreciating the exhi-
bition, Secretary SW Sindh
said arranging such activity
to promote artisans, handi-
crafts and Sindh’s culture
was a great effort being made
by the SRSO.

The Craft Exhibition
is being organized by SRSO
for the last twelve years
with the motive to support
ethical fashion and to pro-
mote the crafts of some of
the most marginalized
women in the province.

KARACHI (APP): Iqra
University’s North Cam-
pus organized a seminar
on the importance of heart
health ,  focusing on
‘World Hypertension
Day’ under the auspices
of the Pakistan Hyper-
tension League.

The seminar aimed
to raise awareness about
the adverse effects of hy-

pertension, with the dis-
tinguished cardiologist,
Secretary-General of the
Pakistan Hypertension
League Professor Dr.
Abdul Rashid Khan ex-
pressing his thoughts on
the hypertensive com-
plications, which greatly
enligh tened the audi-
ence, said a statement on
Monday.
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LAHORE: President Jamiat Ullema e Islam,
Maulana Fazal Ur Rehman and Federal Minister
for Communication Maulana Asad Mehmood calls
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

KARACHI: University of Karachi Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Dr. Khalid Mahmood Iraqi addresses
during seminar in connection of World Environ-
ment Day, held at university premises in Karachi.

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy personnel and students
of Bahria University cleaning the beach to create
awareness for safe and healthy environment on the
occasion of World Environment Day, in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf in a group photo with participants at
seminar’’ Reclaiming the space: Reading the Constitution from Women’s perspective organized by WPC.

KARACHI: Sindh Technical Education and Voca-
tional Authority Managing Director, Dr. Mustafa
Suhag in meeting with President of All Pakistan
Memon Federation Shabbir Haroon and Hanif
Memon, held at his office in Karachi.

HYDERABAD: Participants are holding aware-
ness rally against Drugs and demand to make the
city drug free organized by District Police
Hyderabad, in Hyderabad.

Governor Sindh’s speech
at the opening ceremony
of the cricket tournament

Independent Report
KARACHI: Sindh Governor Kamran Tissori has said
that Upleta Memon Association deserves his heartfelt fe-
licitations for providing a great source of entertainment
for the youth.

KARACHI: A delegation led by the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) with the status of Federal Minister Senator Dr. Hafiz Abdul Karim
called on the Sindh Governor Mohammed Kamran Khan Tessori.

Pakistan ‘very hopeful’ of
sealing IMF deal in June: PM

President directs COMSATS to
allow student to complete degree

Ensuring gender parity
pivotal for socio-economic

progress: NA Speaker

It is not in my knowledge
who is in contact with whom:

Qamar Zaman Kaira

SSWMB to set up more
plants for waste recycling

materials: Imtiaz Shah

Over 74,000
citizens of Karachi
deprived of bikes

in 16 months
KARACHI (INP): Bike
lifters/snatchers deprived
more than 74,000 citizens
of Karachi of their motor-
cycles during last 16
months. IG Sindh Ghulam
Nabi Memon holds drug
addicts and drug sellers re-
sponsible for incidents.

According to details,
on May 22, a vehicle was
stolen from PIB area of
Karachi late night. The citi-
zen acquired motorcycle of
a neighbour for lodging a
complaint in police station.
However, on the way, the
bike snatcher deprived him
of motorcycle also. Within
half an hour, the citizen was
deprived of both car and
motorcycle.

IG Sindh Ghulam
Nabi Memon said that a
well organized gang of drug
addicts and drug pushers
was behind the bikes
snatching/lifting incidents.

Sindh police to
establish new
unit to tackle
incidents like

May 9
KARACHI (INP):  To con-
trol incidents like May 9,
Sindh Police took measures
and decided to establish a
new unit to prevent such
incidents from occurring in
the future.

In a recent develop-
ment, the authorities have
granted an approval to
Sindh police for the forma-
tion of an international-style
Anti-Riot Force, replacing
the existing Sindh Reserve
Force.

The Crowd Manage-
ment Unit consisting of
3,000 highly trained per-
sonnel. This specialized
unit will be responsible for
maintaining order and en-
suring public safety during
large gatherings and events.

Karachi generates 3800
tons of plastic waste every
day:  Prof. Dr Moazzam

PTI MPA from
Sindh quits

party, politics
KARACHI (INP):  An-
other Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) MPA from
Sindh Malik Shehzad Awan
on Monday announced to
part ways with the party
and quitting politics after
condemning the May 9 vio-
lence.

Addressing a press
conference at the Karachi
Press Club, Malik Shehzad
Awan strongly condemned
the attacks on the military
installations following the
arrest of the PTI chairman
and former prime minister.

He demanded strict
action against those found
guilty of the attacks.

Elections to be
postponed for

another 6
months, PPP
leader claims

KARACHI (INP): Paki-
stan People’s Party leader
and Adviser to Chief Min-
ister Sindh on Agriculture
Maznoor Wassan, known
for his political forecasts,
ruled out possibility of
martial law in the country.

He said, “I don’t see
the holding of general elec-
tions on time and there are
chances elections could be
postponed from six months
to a year.”

He said that a time will
be sought for holding ac-
countability then elections
will be held.

KMC takes steps for
plantation in Karachi to combat
environmental challenges: Dr. Syed

POA EC organizes
a tree-plantation

drive
KARACHI (APP): On the
occasion of World Environ-
ment Day, Pakistan Olym-
pic Association Environ-
ment Commission (POA
EC) in collaboration with
Karachi Port Trust (KPT)
on Monday organized a
tree plantation drive in the
vicinity of KPT Sports
Complex.

Special Olympics Pa-
kistan Chairperson Ronak
Lakhani, Environment
Commission Member
Tehmina Asif, KPT Man-
ager Sports Major (Rtd)
Mehmood Riaz, a well-
known actress of PTV
Sarwat Gilani and other
guests planted saplings
along with special children.

Commissioner chairs meeting
regarding beautification

work of Gajra Wah Canal

Commissioner, DC
inaugurate Protective
Vaccination Campaign

PPP nominates
Kashif Shoro
as candidate

for Hyderabad
mayorship

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Peoples Party on
Monday nominated Kashif
Shoro as the candidate for
the slot of mayorship of
Hyderabad Municipal Cor-
poration (HMC) while
Saghir Ahmed Qureshi has
been nominated for the
deputy mayorship of the
same.

This was announced
by PPP Sindh President
Nisar Ahmed Khuhro in a
press conference held in
Karachi.

Police
shootout near

Sukkur Airport
SUKKUR (INP): Sukkur
SSP Sanghaar Malik said
that an encounter took place
near the Sukkur Airport
limits Bachao Band.

Police managed to cap-
ture a robber named Shabir
Mirani in injured condition
while his accomplice man-
aged to escape.

He said that second
encounter took place in
Section-A police station
limits in which an alleged
robber Shaukat Bugti was
arrested in injured condi-
tion. Police claimed to re-
cover pistols and bullets
from arrested robbers while
arrested bandits were
wanted in theft, robbery
and other serious cases.

World Envi-
ronment Day
observed in

Naushehroferoze
NAUSHEHROFEROZE
(APP):On the directives of
Sindh Minister for Environ-
ment, Climate Change
Muhammad Ismail Raho,
Director General

Sindh Environmental
Protection Agency (SEPA)
Naeem Ahmed Mughal and
Incharge SEPA Shaheed
Benaziarabad  Gul Amir
Sumbul, a rally was taken
out to in connection with
World Environment Day.

According to a hand-
out issued by the district
information office.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
President Dr Arif Alvi has
directed COMSATS Uni-
versity to provide its stu-
dent with a chance to com-
plete his education as his
future was at stake because
his admission was cancelled
by the university after he
had already completed 7
out of 8 semesters of his
degree.

It should mentioned
here that the COMSATS
had cancelled Mr Hammad
bin Zain’s admission after
3.5 years on the ground
that he was not eligible for
admission to the university

in 2017 as he had obtained
fewer marks than required.

President Alvi said
that it was surprising that
the administration of the
University could make
such a huge error by grant-
ing him admission and
then informing him, after
a lapse of 3.5 years, that
he was not eligible for ad-
mission. He noted that the
student paid his requisite
fees for 8 semesters and
diligently completed the
semester  course.  He
added that justice de-
manded that COMSATS
should rectify the situa-

tion by allowing the stu-
dent to complete his de-
gree program.

The President issued
these directives while ac-
cepting a representation
filed by Mr Hammad bin
Zain (the complainant)
against the orders of the
Wafaqi Mohtasib (WM).
The complainant had filed
a complaint against
COMSATS before WM,
stating that it was the re-
sponsibility of the Univer-
sity to check the eligibility
criteria and that he should
have been denied admis-
sion in 2017, if he did not

meet the requirements. The
Mohtasib, in its decision,
did not provide any relief
to the complainant and
only ordered COMSATS
to conduct an inquiry into
the whole situation and
hold the guilty officers/of-
ficials responsible for their
negligence.

Dr.  Alvi  rejected
Wafaqi Mohtasib’s deci-
sion by observing that the
student was studying in
the BS (Business Admin-
istration) program and
had already completed
3.5 years of his degree
program.

NAWABSHAH (APP): In
order to overview the beau-
tification work on both
sides of the Gajrah Wah Ca-
nal passing through
Nawabshah City,

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Abbas Baloch
chaired a meeting at his of-
fice.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Kanwal Nizam, SE
Education Works Shafi
Muhammad Channar, XEN
Education Works Ghulam
Murtaza Abbasi, Forest
Officer Mushtaque Ahmed
and other concerned offi-
cials attended the meeting.

On the occasion, the
Commissioner instructed
officials of the Education
Works department to expe-
dite the beautification work
on both sides of Gajrah
Wah Canal, adding that the
scheme shall be completed
as soon as possible for the

entertainment of citizens.
Commissioner strictly

directed that trees on both
sides of the canal shall not
be cut in any case as trees
help reduce temperature.
Briefing the Commissioner,
XEN Education Works,
Ghulam Murtaza Abbasi
informed that on the direc-
tives

of Sindh Government
parks, walking track, food
street, swings for children
and other entertainment fa-
cilities are being arranged on
both sides of the canal at a
cost of Rs150 million,
which would be complete
by year-end.

He said the cutting of
trees has been stopped.

Later Commissioner,
Deputy Commissioner and
concerned officials canal
beautification site and in-
spected the ongoing beau-
tification work.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Advisor to Prime Minister
(PM) on  Kashmir affairs
Qamar Zaman Kaira has
said it is not in his knowl-
edge who is in contact with
whom.

He said this while talk-
ing to a private TV channel
here Monday.

Expressing the possi-
bility that Karachi mayor
will be jiala he said all par-
ties should together go to-
wards solution of Karachi
problems.

He held several people
have joined PPP and more
are joining it.

Whichever party or
parties form government in
future, all will have to leg-
islate keeping in view the
national interest.

He went on to say
population census is a con-
stitutional process. PPP too
had placed its reservations
in federal government. If
there are mistakes in popu-
lation census these should
be rectified.

We are opposed to
banning  political parties, he
said adding people are join-
ing PPP. People have come
to know about PTI, there-
fore, they are returning.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The National Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf
while appreciating the ac-
tive participation of women
Parliamentarians in the
country’s August House
Monday stressed the need
for ensuring gender parity
for socio-economic
progress. “Social progress
and development are
interlinked with women’s
inclusion in every sphere of
life,” said the NA Speaker

while inaugurating the
seminar, “Reclaiming the
Space: Reading the Consti-
tution from Women’s Per-
spective” organized by the
Women Parliamentary Cau-
cus (WPC). He said the
struggle of Pakistani Parlia-
mentarians to further the
cause of democracy is
unmatchable in the annals
of world political history.
“The need of the hour is to
focus on the implementa-

tion of laws regarding en-
suring gender equality in
every sphere of life,” he re-
marked.

The NA Speaker said
he has been honoured and
proud to learn politics from
the unmatchable and astute
leadership of Mohtrama
Shaheed  Benazir Bhuttoo.
While demanding for estab-
lishment of a Women Fed-
eral Ministry for empow-
ering women, he said, “It is
time that our men must
come forward for empow-
ering their women”. Raja
Pervez Ashraf emphasized
the need for direct elections
of women Parliamentarians
and said the text of the Con-
stitution is above gender
discrimination.

Shahida Rehmani
General Secretary of WPC
stressed the need for gen-
der parity and gender
equality as enshrined in
the constitution.

ANKARA (Online): Paki-
stan is “very hopeful” of
finalizing a deal with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) this month, accord-
ing to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

“We are still very
hopeful that the IMF pro-
gram will materialize. Our
ninth review by the IMF
will match all terms and
conditions and, hopefully,
we’ll have some good news
this month,” Sharif told
Anadolu in an exclusive in-
terview in the Turkish capi-
tal Ankara.

Sharif was in Ankara
for President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s inaugu-
ration, one of dozens of
heads of state and govern-

ment who attended
Saturday’s ceremony.

Islamabad has been
negotiating with the IMF
since early February for the
release of $1.1 billion, part
of a $6.5 billion bailout
package inked in 2019 by
the previous government of
former Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

In total, about $2.7
billion are left to be dis-
bursed from the package,
which is scheduled to ex-
pire this month.

At the end of May,
Sharif requested IMF
Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva to
help revive the stalled fa-
cility, but asserted that Pa-
kistan does have a backup

plan in place. “We have met
all conditionalities. I repeat,
each and every requirement
of the IMF as prior actions
has been met,” Sharif told
Anadolu.

“Some of those ac-
tions are usually met after
the board’s approval, but
this time the IMF required
that those actions be met
before the board’s approval,
so we have met them.” On
contingency plans in case
the IMF talks fall through,
Sharif emphasized the re-
silience and fortitude of the
Pakistani nation.

He said the people of
Pakistan have faced chal-
lenges in the past, and if
needed, will “tighten our
belt” and rise again.

KARACHI (APP): Man-
aging Director Sindh Solid
Waste Management Board
(SSWMB), Imtiaz Ali Shah,
on Monday, said that more
recycling plants will be set
up in other districts of
Karachi after success of the
waste recycling pilot
project. The Managing Di-
rector SSWMB, in a state-
ment issued here on Mon-
day in connection with
World Environment Day,
informed that SSWMB
achieved significant
progress in recycling waste
under Haryali Hub project,
an initiative carried out in
collaboration with Tear
Fund on a pilot basis.

“We have waste recy-
cling plants installed at two
Garbage Transfer Station
(GTS) at Baldia and Sharafi
goth and both of pilot
projects were already recy-
cling waste into organic
compost fertilizer, plastic
granules, and plastic

flakes,” Imtiaz Shah in-
formed adding that now
plastic dust bins had been
made from the plastic gran-
ules produced by convert-
ing polythene bags into
granules which could also
be used for making other
plastic items.

He said that SSWMB
was taking all possible
steps to protect the city
from environmental pollu-
tion and Sindh
government’s waste-to-en-
ergy project has also been
started in a phased manner.

He further said that
environmental pollution
from plastic was increasing
and immediate measures
were required to eliminate
the threat.

Imtiaz Shah vowed
that after the success of the
waste recycling pilot
project, the initiative would
further be expanded and re-
cycling plants would be set
up in other districts as well.

KARACHI (APP): Karachi
generates 20, 000 to 24, 000
tons per day of municipal
solid waste of which 19 per-
cent is plastic waste gener-
ated every day which is
3800 tons per day and 1.39
million tons per year. Plas-
tic pollution in the marine
environment is the cause of
several hazardous and eco-
logically damaging effects.

These views were
shared by the Director of
the Institute of Environ-
mental Studies of the Uni-
versity of Karachi Profes-
sor Dr Moazzam Ali Khan
while addressing a one-day
seminar on World Environ-
ment Day on Monday.

The theme of this
year’s World Environment
Day is ‘beat plastic pollu-
tion’. He said that since
1950, about 8.3 billion tons

of plastic have been pro-
duced globally and 6.3 bil-
lion tons of plastic waste
have been generated of
which nine percent was re-
cycled, 12 percent inciner-
ated, and 79 percent accu-
mulated or abandoned in the
environment.

The KU-IES in col-
laboration with the non-
governmental organizations
Helping Hands, Soorty En-
terprises, Ertex, Islamic
Relief, and Farozaam Envi-
ronment Magazine ar-
ranged the seminar at the
Institute to spread aware-
ness regarding the hazards
created by pollution. Pro-
fessor Dr Moazzam Ali
Khan said that most of the
plastic components do not
bio-degrade, instead, they
are defragmented as
microplastics.

He said that the common man benefits from welfare
projects and this is also the basis of welfare society.

In this context, the aims and objectives and wel-
fare measures of Upleta Memon Association are very
impressive.

Governor Sindh said that the managing committee
and officials of Upleta Memon Association deserve con-
gratulations for providing an excellent source of enter-
tainment for the youth.

KARACHI (APP): Ad-
ministrator Karachi Dr.
Syed Saifur Rahman on
Monday said that sea and
air pollution and increased
temperature are the indica-
tors of climate change all
over the world. We need to
change our way of think-
ing and behavior to bring
this pollution on a lower
level and KMC is taking
steps to plant trees in all
open places in Karachi to
combat environmental
challenges and climate
change.

He said this while ad-
dressing a function orga-

nized by Federation of Pa-
kistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry
(FPCCI) sub-committee on
environment and climate
change and Karachi Metro-
politan Corporation at
Bagh Ibn Qasim on the oc-
casion of World Environ-
ment Day.

He said that the pur-
pose of observing World
Environment Day is to raise
awareness and intensify ef-
forts at the international
level to protect the planet
from the dangers posed by
plastics and other hazard-
ous chemicals.

NAWABSHAH (APP):
Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirabad Division
Muhammad Abbas Baloch
accompanied by Deputy
Commissioner Kanwal
Nizam on Monday formally
launched the ‘12-day Protec-
tive Vaccination Campaign’
by cutting the ribbon at
Mother and Child Hospital.

The commissioner said
that the objective of vaccina-
tion launched by the Sindh
government was to prevent
mothers and children from
getting infected with differ-
ent disastrous diseases. He
said that it was now the re-
sponsibility of parents to
cooperate with vaccination
teams of the health depart-
ment and get their children
vaccinated against measles,

Rubella and other diseases.
He directed officials of the
health department to utilize
all available resources in safe-
guarding the district from dis-
eases children and ensure that
not a single child is left non-
vaccinated.

On the occasion Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr
Daulat Jamali informed that
the 12-day protective vacci-
nation formally launched to-
day would continue till June
17, 2023. He said that all ar-
rangements are finalized to
make the vaccination cam-
paign successful. DHO said
that during the campaign
more than 24000 children of
new born to two years old
would be vaccinated as rou-
tine immunization while
61000 children.


