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KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori addressing during inaugu-
ral ceremony of Cricket tournament organized by Upleta Memon Association.

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah presides over a meeting
regarding Karachi Circular Railways (KCR), held at CM House in Karachi.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate
Change Senator Sherry Rehman addressing the
concluding session of the second day of the Lead-
ers in Islamabad Business Summit.

ISLAMABAD: Honourable Mr. Justice Umar Ata
Bandial, Chief Justice of Pakistan administering
the oath of office to Honourable Mr. Justice Iqbal
Hameed-ur-Rehman, former Judge of the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, as Chief Justice of the Federal
Shariat Court at Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Chief Secretary Sindh
reviews public-private
partnership projects

KARACHI: Chief Secretary Sindh, Dr. Mohammad Sohail Rajput, pre-
sided a meeting to review the progress on public-private partnership
projects in the province.

AGP tells Supreme Court

Government to review
legislation aimed at

trimming CJ’s powers
CJP Bandial welcomes govt decision says Government should
consult with the SC when making laws related to the judiciary

KARACHI: President Dr. Arif Alvi along with Begum Samina Arif Alvi holding a meeting with delega-
tion of Association of Retarded Children Karachi and special children at Governor House.

CJP constitutes Arbitration
Law Review Committee

President Alvi for boosting
cooperation to synergise efforts
for differently abled children

Murad takes up KCR project to
resolve its land issues

Siachen glacier world’s
highest battlefield melting
faster: Sherry Rehman

Peoples Bus Service
to get mobile app

soon: Sarjeel

Sindh govt
imposes ban on
CNG cylinders
in public, private

vehicles
KARACHI (INP): The
Sindh government in order
to ensure safety of passen-
gers has imposed a ban on
use of CNG cylinders in
public and private vehicles.

Directives have been
issued to Motorway po-
lice, traffic police, district
administration and officers
concerned to take action
against violators.

Spokesman of the
provincial government said
that the initiative was taken
over surge in injuries to pas-
sengers in CNG cylinders
explosion related incidents.

Govt to provide solar
system to residents of Thar

Anti-corruption,
Punjab police

arrests Ch
Prevaz Elahi

LAHORE (Online): Anti-
Corruption Punjab and
Punjab Police arrested
Former chief minister
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaz
Elahi from his residence.

The arrest was made
when he was going some-
where in his car. Corruption
cases are filed on Ch Pervaz
Elahi in Mandi Bahudin and
Gujranwala. Pervaz Elahi was
not appearing in court after
the cancellation of his bail.
Keep clear that anti-corrup-
tion court dismissed his in-
terim bail. Heavy contingents
reached to Elahi residence
Gulbarg. Anti Corruption
team was also along with po-
lice however they fail to ar-
rest him.

Once again taking ac-
tion anti corruption and
Punjab police arrested him
from Zahoor Elahi Palace.
Afterward Zahoor Elahi
Palace was surrounded by
police.

On the other side Anti-
corruption also recognized
the arrest of Pervaz Elahi.
Punjab interim information
minister Amir Mir said he
was wanted to anti-corrup-
tion. They arrested him.

Rupee recovers
sharply in open
market trade
against USD

KARACHI (Online): Paki-
stani currency made a re-
markable recovery of al-
most 5.5%, or Rs16, in a
single day to a one-week
high at Rs295 against the
US dollar in the open mar-
ket at around midday on
Thursday.

The currency had
closed at Rs311 against
the greenback on Wednes-
day, according to the Ex-
change Companies Asso-
ciat ion of Pakistan
(ECAP).

Accordingly, the gap
in the rupee-dollar ex-
change rate between inter-
bank and open markets
narrowed down to about
Rs10 compared to around
Rs27 a day ago.

In the interbank mar-
ket, the currency has con-
tinued to stabilise around
Rs285/$ for the past couple
of weeks.

KARACHI (APP): Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi, on
Thursday, stressed upon
coordination and coopera-
tion among all stakeholder
and organisations working
for differently abled chil-
dren to synergise their ef-
forts so that rehabilitation
of special children could be
carried out in a holistic and
inclusive manner.

The president ex-
pressed these views in a meet-
ing with representatives of
Association of Retarded
Children Karachi (ARCK)

here at Sindh Governor
House. First Lady Begum
Samina Arif Alvi was also
present in the meeting.

Dr. Arif Alvi noted
that government as well as
charitable organisations had
taken a range of measures
for rehabilitation, education
and vocational training of
special children and their
financial empowerment and
integration in the society.

He said that differ-
ently-abled children above
the age of 9 years could be
registered with NADRA

with special status that en-
abled their access to spe-
cial facilities being offered
by the government.

Awareness about the
special children and their
specific needs had raised in
previous years but consid-
ering the number of such
children in the country
more initiatives and inter-
ventions were required, he
maintained.

The president appre-
ciated ARCK for its contri-
butions for the cause of edu-
cation, training and rehabili-

tation of retarded children
for more than 50 years and
encouraged the association
to look into possibility of
joining other organisations
working for the same cause
to strengthen their efforts
and outreach. Begum
Samina Arif Alvi, at the oc-
casion, also emphasized the
need of coordination among
all relevant associations and
organisations to reinforce
the efforts aimed at reha-
bilitation of special children
through education and vo-
cational training.

ISLAMABAD (APP): At-
torney General for Pakistan
(AGP), Mansoor Usman
Awan on Thursday said
that the federal government
had decided to reconsider
the Supreme Court Practice
and Procedure Bill.

He expressed these
views before eight-member
larger bench of the Supreme
court headed by Chief Jus-
tice Umar Ata Bandial and
comprising Justice Ijaz Ul
Ahsan, Justice Munib
Akhtar, Justice Sayyad
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi,
Justice Muhammad Ali
Mazhar, Justice Ayesha A
Malik, Justice Syed Hasan

Azhar Rizvi and Justice
Shahid Waheed which heard
the petitions challenging SC
Practice and Procedure Bill.

During the course of
proceedings, the Attorney
General said that this law
also dealt with many other
issues.

He said that there
were two laws, one was the
Supreme Court Review of
Orders and Judgments Act
and the other was the Su-
preme Court Practice and
Procedure Act, both the
laws had similar provisions
for review and hiring a law-
yer. Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial said that it was good

that the Parliament and the
government were amending
similar laws.

The government
should consult the Supreme
Court regarding the legisla-
tion of the judiciary, he
added.

The attorney general
said that the Supreme Court
(Practice & Procedure) Act,
2023 was more extensive
and included provisions re-
lated to the internal affairs
of the court.

It was necessary to
arrive at a solution regard-
ing which of the two legis-
lations could be relied
upon, he stressed.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Taking cognizance of the
gaps in existing legal frame-
work on arbitration being
domestic in nature, absence
of arbitration friendly rules
and time-consuming proce-
dures, Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Umar Ata
Bandial has constituted the
Arbitration Law Review
Committee.

This project is an ini-
tiative of the Law and Jus-
tice Commission of Paki-
stan and the committee is
mandated to analyze the
existing legislation on the
arbitration in Pakistan and
recommend suitable mea-
sures, including the holistic
legislation aligned with In-
ternational and regional best
practices on arbitration, an
SC news release said on
Thursday. Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, Judge
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
who is Chairman of the Ar-
bitration Law Review

Committee, convened its
first meeting on Thursday
in the Supreme Court.

M u h a m m a d
Makhdoom Ali Khan, Se-
nior Advocate Supreme
Court, Feisal Hussain
Naqvi, Advocate Supreme
Court, Ms. Riffat Inam Butt,
Secretary Law and Justice
Commission of Pakistan,
Muhammad Khashih-ur-
Rehman, AS/EDGII, Board
of Investment, Islamabad,
and Ms Ambreen Abbasi,
Senior Legislative Advisor,
Ministry of Law and Jus-
tice being members partici-
pated in the meeting. The
committee examined the
gaps in the prevailing legal
framework and considering
the international best prac-
tices and regional experi-
ences, expressed the need to
update and modernize the
existing legislation with the
contemporary international
legal frame work on arbitra-
tion and mediation.

KARACHI (INP):  Sindh
Transport & Mass Transit
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon on Thursday di-
rected authorities con-
cerned to complete mobile
app work for the Peoples
Bus Service.

The minister issued
these directives while chair-
ing a transport department
meeting here. In the meet-
ing, the minister was briefed
on the operation of the bus
service, its new routes, and
the establishment of a com-

mand & control room.
The transport minis-

ter further directed authori-
ties concerned to activate
the intelligent transport
system (ITS) in all the
buses of the service.

He said the mobile
app will facilitate citizens
in tracking buses in real-time
and make payments online,
while CCTV cameras,
screens, live tracking and
monitoring facilities will be
activated with the installa-
tion of the ITS in the buses.

KARACHI (INP): Sindh
government decided to pro-
vide solar system to the resi-
dents of Thar under the
royalty fund received in
exchange of Thar Coal.

According to details,
Provincial Minister for En-
ergy Imtiaz Ahmed Shaikh
has stated that royalty
funds received in exchange
of Thar Coal Block 2 will
be spent on installing solar
systems on the homes of
Thar residents.

The 15th Thar Foun-
dation Board meeting was
held under the chairmanship
of Sindh’s Energy Minister,
which discussed detailed
exchanges for providing
public facilities under the
Thar Foundation.

The provincial minis-
ter for Energy, Imtiaz
Ahmed Shaikh, mentioned
that on the directives of
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari and Chief
Minister Sindh Murad Ali
Shah, the royalty funds re-

ceived from Thar Coal
Block 2 will be spent on
installing solar systems in
the homes of Thar resi-
dents.

This step aims to en-
sure uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply, including
water supply, to the resi-
dents of Thar.

In the meeting, it was
informed that under the
Thar Foundation, the es-
tablishment of 28 schools
has been implemented un-
der the TCF (The Citi-
zens Foundation). Out of
these, 23 schools are fully
operational, meanwhile,
different programs has
been launched for the train-
ing of school teachers.

The schools have fa-
cilities for sports, espe-
cially cricket, to provide a
healthy environment for
children. In terms of skill
development, training pro-
grams for hotel manage-
ment, tourism, vocational
training for women.

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah has once again
taken up Karachi Circular
Railway (KCR) Project and
directed the Board of Rev-
enue (BOR) to resolve all its
land issues so that a joint
working group with Chinese
authorities and the federal
government could be consti-
tuted for further action. This
emerged in a meeting held
under his chairmanship here
at CM House, said a state-
ment on Thursday.

The meeting was at-
tended by Minister of In-
formation & Transport
Sharjeel Memon, Advisor
Law Murtaza Wahab, Chief
Secretary Sohail Rajput,
Chairman P&D Hassan
Naqvi, SMBR Baqaullah
Unar, Secretary to CM
Raheem Shaikh, Secretary

Transport Saleem Rajput,
and others.

Sindh Minister for
Transport Sharjeel Memon
briefing the chief minister
said that the project was
put on the back burner dur-
ing the tenure of the PTI
government. Otherwise, the
project was most impor-
tant to resolve the transport
problem of the city.

Chairman P&D told
the chief minister that the
federal government, with
the efforts of the chief min-
ister, has sent the feasibil-
ity of the KCR to Chinese
authorities through the
Ministry of Planning &
Commission of Pakistan.

Sharjeel Memon said
that inclusion of KCR in
CPEC and handing over of
KCR Right of Way (RoW)
to the Government of

Sindh, the Chairman/ Sec-
retary of Railways consti-
tuted a four-member com-
mittee of Railway Officers
to finalize the modalities
regarding handing over of
Pakistan Railway/ KCR
land to the provincial gov-
ernment. The highlights of
the TORs of the Commit-
tee include negotiation of
equal value of alternate and
proposed land and future
use of land. Sindh Minister
for Transport said that
there was an issue of around
40 acres of land for which
Railway authorities wanted
to have an alternate land.

At this, the chief min-
ister directed SMBR
Baqaullah Unar to work out
details of the land the Rail-
way Authorities wanted to
retain or it’s alternate, and
report to him.

Independent Report
KARACHI:   Chief Secre-
tary Sindh, Dr. Mohammad
Sohail Rajput, presided a
meeting to review the
progress on public-private
partnership projects in the
province. The meeting was
attended by the Syed Qasim
Naveed Qamar, Special As-
sistant to the Chief Minis-
ter of Sindh for Public-Pri-
vate Partnership Projects,
Senior Member Board of
Revenue Baqaullah Unar,
Commissioner Karachi
Muhammad Iqbal Memon,
Secretary Local Govern-
ment Syed Najam Ahmed
Shah, Secretary Finance
Sajid Jamal Abro, Director
General PPP Unit Assad
Zamin, while All divisional
commissioner, DIGs,
Deputy Commissioners and
SSPs have attended the
meeting Via video link.

The meeting reviewed
various projects, including
the construction of Malir
Expressway, M9-N5 Link
Road, Ghothki Kandhkot
Bridge, Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) and other sig-
nificant initiatives. Speaking

on the occasion the Chief
Secretary Sindh said that
Sindh’s Public Private Part-
nership Unit is far ahead of
many countries as it has
successfully completed
various mega projects. He
urged the officers to use all
their abilities for timely
completion of remaining
PPP projects. He said that
the Sindh Government be-
lieves in providing facilities
to the people at their door-
step and the construction
of these roads and bridges
will bring prosperity to the
respective areas and pro-
vide employment opportu-
nities. Chief Secretary
Sindh took note of the is-
sue of debris dumping in
Malir River and issued a
directive to the Commis-
sioner of Karachi to lodge
FIRs against the respon-
sible individuals.

It was highlighted dur-
ing the meeting that unautho-
rized encroachments con-
tinue to surround Ghothki
Kandhkot Bridge, on this the
CS directed concerned
Deputy Commissioners to
remove the encouragement.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change Senator Sherry
Rehman on Thursday said
Siachen was the highest
battlefield in the world, and
the Siachen glacier was
melting very fast which was
directly jeopardising the lo-
cal communities facing se-
vere glacial lake outburst
floods (GLOFs).

She was addressing
the concluding session of
the second day of the Lead-
ers in Islamabad Business
Summit titled “Changing
Narratives”.

Senator Rehman said
when glacial lakes erupt,
they wash away bridges
and small dams. The gov-
ernment was informing the
local communities on im-
pending risk of GLOF
through an early warning
system being put in place
that indicated expected
GLOF event.

She added that water
scarcity would not happen
now, but there was a need
to control the use of this
water. “Pakistan is facing

serious environmental chal-
lenges and is not ready for
future in terms climate and
environment. It has suffered
heavy losses,” Sherry
Rehman said. She queried,
“Are developed countries
doing anything for climate
financing?” However, a con-
ference on climate financing
in France would be held in
June, she added. Interna-
tional financial institutions
were created to support de-
veloping countries, whereas
the conference in France
would restructure the global
financial system, including
credit finance, she said.

Sherry Rehman Paki-
stan had earned a chance in
COP-27 and had consolidated
a group at the international
level to highlight the cause of
appropriate climate finance to
cope with climate change.
“Droughts and floods are the
best examples of climate
change. Pakistan will meet en-
vironmental pollution targets,
it has pollution issues at the
local level, but it has no role in
global carbon emissions driv-
ing global warming,” she said.
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Free, fair & timely
The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf has been made to
suffer a steep price for the events of May 9. It
appears deflated in the wake of a sweeping crack-
down against its most ardent supporters and
sympathisers, and has been depleted by the exo-
dus of several key leaders from its ranks. How-
ever, it would be a mistake to write the party off
just yet.

It may be diminished, but it is not defeated.
Imran Khan enjoys remarkable public support for
his cause. The PTI chairman recently told his sup-
porters that, despite whatever they may be suf-
fering today, they have already won the narrative
war.

He believes his party’s message has reso-
nated so deeply with millions of Pakistanis that it
will remain alive in the hearts of a vast cross-
section of the citizenry. This majority may have
been forced into silence, but they will not so eas-
ily forget this message. He may not be wrong.

Mr Khan, his party and its supporters may
have made some grievous missteps and mistakes
in recent weeks. The right way to punish them
would be to do so through the criminal justice
system.

We are living in an age of unprecedented
hyperconnectivity, where every act of oppres-
sion and resistance gets documented, dissemi-
nated and archived for future reference. Exces-
sive measures by the state will only turn them
into bigger martyrs in the eyes of ordinary people.

One cannot put a lid on the brewing storm by
rounding up a few thousand PTI supporters or
arresting and re-arresting the party’s leaders. With
the challenges the country is facing, especially
those arising from its fast-sinking economy, the
situation represents a ticking bomb. Very soon,
the hungry and the desperate will be joining the
political workers on the streets.

Against this backdrop, the Pakistan Institute
of Legislative Development and Transparency
has offered the authorities sage advice. “Only a
free and fair and timely election can bring back
desperately-needed political stability in Pakistan,”
Pildat has said. It has asked for the prosecution
of lawbreakers involved in the May 9 violence,
but through civilian courts; urged the armed
forces to steer clear of politics, reminding them
it’s not their place; and underlined the need for
urgent political dialogue between the government
and the PTI. Those words should be heeded.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif may not be inter-
ested in talking to the PTI, but he must for the
sake of the country. The anger, resentment and
frustration that are building up in the body poli-
tic can only be released safely through a fair
fight at the polls. This is no time to repeat dan-
gerous experiments that can only end in igno-
miny and regrets. The stakeholders need to take
a step back and let democracy take its course.
All of Pakistan should not suffer for their egos.

‘Noli me tangere’ 34th National Games in
Quetta: A path to peace

F.S. Aijazuddin

The term ‘untouchable’
has a different connota-
tion in each culture and
religion. To Christians, the
words noli me tangere are
attributed to Jesus Christ
who, after his resurrection,
deterred his follower Mary
Magdalene from touch-
ing him.

In other cultures, un-
touchability, although of-
ficially discouraged, has
been practised neverthe-
less — in China, against
the Tanka people; in Eu-
rope, the Romani gyp-
sies; in France, the
Cagots; in Japan, the
Burakumin; in Korea, the
Baekjeong; in Nigeria, the
Ohuhu and Osu, in Tibet,
the Ragyabpa; in Yemen,
the Al-Akhdam; in South
Africa, the Bantus
(Blacks) and the
Coloureds; and in the
United States, the Blacks
and Hispanics.

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n
abounds wherever hu-
mans are found. Man is
an unsocial man. He cre-
ates distinctions from his
fellow men, enforcing
‘practices that are dis-
criminatory, humiliating,
exclusionary and exploit-
ative’.

In India, the world’s
largest functioning de-
mocracy, now the world’s
most populous nation,
and soon to be the world’s
largest saffron theocracy,
untouchability is the hate
‘that dare not speak its
name’. It had been abol-
ished officially in the In-
dian constitution of 1950,
because of the influence
of its major author Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, himself an un-
touchable Dalit.

Another Dalit to
achieve a ministerial posi-
tion in Indian politics was
Jagjivan Ram. He served
in the cabinets of both

Jawaharlal Nehru and his
daughter Indira Gandhi.
She gave Jagjivan Ram
the ministries of defence
(1970-74) and of agricul-
ture and irrigation (1974-
77), but while she was pre-
pared to share a table with
him in cabinet meetings,
she preferred not to offer
him a place at her dining
table.

Today, Muslims in
India are the new Dalits.
They are beyond being
untouchable. They are un-
wanted in their homeland.

In Pakistan, the word
‘untouchable’ is closer to
the Cambridge Dictionary
definition. Its entry reads:
“…not able to be pun-
ished, criticised, or
changed in any way”.

Name one individual
or institution in our soci-
ety that does not regard
itself if not at par, then
above or beyond the law.

Parliament seeks to
curtail the powers of the
judiciary. The judiciary re-
taliates with a pre-emptive
strike hamstringing the
legislature. The law is
above the law.

Political parties de-
mand democracy in the
country but eschew elec-
tions within their own par-
ties. Benazir Bhutto
handed the PPP to her wid-
ower Asif Zardari, who
shares it with their son
Bilawal. Nawaz Sha-rif
yields the prime
ministership to his
you-n-ger brother
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PML-N party to his
daughter Maryam
Na-waz. Imran Khan nomi-
nates Shah Mah-mood
Qureshi as his unelected
successor. The Election
Commission which has
had five years to oil and
service the electoral ma-
chinery tells the Supreme
Court that it cannot hold
the elections in May as
demanded by law, but is
happy to do so at some
future unspecified date. It
has flouted constitutional
provisions and also
evaded the diktats of the
Supreme Court.

Once, an Indian par-
liamentarian was
complimented on India’s

success in holding general
elections. He replied: ‘Any
fool can hold elections.
The maturity of our de-
mocracy was when Mrs
Gandhi lost the 1977 elec-
tions, she handed over
power to the Janata Party.
And when it lost the 1979
elections, it handed power
back to her Congress
party.’

Another lesson was
provided by the Indian ex-
perience after Mrs
Gandhi’s declaration of a
national emergency in
1975. It provoked such
outrage that there were
rumours of a military take-
over by the field marshal,
Sam Manekshaw. Ac-
cording to him, during
their meeting, she ques-
tioned him about rumours
circulating in Delhi of a
military coup. He recalled
later that he put his long
nose near her long nose
and from this unlikely
pro-ximity, reassured her
that as long as he was
chief, she had nothing to
fear from him.

Each elected prime
minister in Pakistan craves
a similar reassurance from
his unifo-rmed subordi-
nate. The present prime
minister Shehbaz Sharif is
unlikely to repeat the mis-
take made by his elder
brother, when in 1998,
embolden-ed by the ease
with which he removed
COAS Gen--eral Jehangir
Karamat, Nawaz
atte-m-pted to remove his
successor General Pervez
Musharraf. He paid for his
petulance.

Faced with the pros-
pect of stormy general
elections whenever,
Shehbaz Sharif must view
his contemporaries with
envy. N. Modi — PM
since 2014 — is set for
another five-year term.
The Bangladeshi PM,
Sheikh Hasina Wajed,
has been in power since
2009. Turkish President
Erdogan, after 20 years in
the saddle, has just been
re-elected to ride for a
third term. President Xi
Jinping and the de facto
Saudi ruler Mohammed
Bin Salman are secure for
life.  -- Courtesy Dawn

By Hamza
Shahzad

Balochistan has con-
fronted the security
challenges over the
years. Balochistan has
struggled with secu-
rity challenges pos-
tured by terrorism, in-
surgency,  and rel i-
gious violence. These
disastrous incidents
have had a damaging
effect on the
province’s reputation
and stalled its tourism
potential. The unstable
security condition in
the past has discour-
aged tourists and dam-
aged the province’s im-
age, leading to a weak-
ening in tourism op-
portunities.

Despite the secu-
r ity challenges,
Balochistan has shown
extraordinary spirit and
progress in fighting
terrorism. The province
has assumed substan-
tial actions to improve
security, reinforce law
enforcement agencies,
and restore peace.
These effor ts  have
brought about a sig-
nificant reduction in
security incidents, rais-
ing an environment fa-
vorable to tourism and
investment.

In February 2023,
After 7 years, a PSL ex-
hibi t ion match was
played in Quetta which
picked the interest of
the people of
Balochistan and they
came from all  over
Balochistan just to
show their  love for
peace and show their
hospitality.  But this
was just  a  wind of

change.
After 19 years of

continuous hard work
by Security forces, the
government of
Balochistan and the
loving people of
Balochistan, the 34th
National Games were
held from 22nd May to
30 th May 2023,  in
Quetta .  This repre-
sents an astounding
journey of struggle for
peace and unity in a
province factually
dogged by conflict and
volatility.

The 34th National
Games Quetta, arise as
an inspiration of hope-
fulness in the province
dealing with long-
standing obstinacies.
By organizing an inclu-
sive sporting event, the
Games challenge the
usual narrative of war
and separation. This
Event  provided a
chance for  athletes
from various back-
grounds and areas to
come together  and
compete go beyond
social, ethnic, and po-
litical dissimilarities.
The Games sent a
powerful message that
peace and unity can
triumph even in hard-
ships.

The 34th National
Games Quetta served
as a platform for en-
dorsing inter-provin-
cial harmony and nur-
turing a sense of na-
tional integration. 7000
Athletes and officials
from all over Pakistan
participated in various
sports disciplines, on
behalf of their respec-
tive provinces and de-
partments. The event
created an atmosphere
of friendship and har-
mony, where athletes
had the opportunity to
connect,  learn from
one another, and build
lasting interactions.
Through healthy com-
petition, the Games re-

inforced the shared
uniqueness of being
Pakistani, endorsing
unity.

The journey to-
wards organizing the
34th National Games in
Balochistan contains
substantial public en-
gagement and empow-
erment. Local authori-
ties i.e. Quetta Metro-
politan Corporation,
District administration,
community leaders,
and volunteers have
worked together to en-
sure the success of the
event. This event also
provided platform for
showcasing the talents
of local players, foster-
ing their potential and
reassuring sports con-
tribution at  the
grassroots level. This
enablement will con-
tribute to the growth of
an optimistic and wide-
ranging community
spirit, and the develop-
ment of a sense of pride
and belonging among
inhabitants.

The 34th National
Games in Quetta
stands as evidence of
the flexibility and will-
power of the people of
Balochistan motivated
for peace and unity.
Beyond its significance
as a sporting event, the
National Games repre-
sent the spirit of en-
dorsing coherence,
and st ir r ing social
change.

 By yoking the
power of sports, the
34th National Games
Quetta is creating a
platform for negotia-
tion, sympathy,  and
friendship, flagging the
way for a positive and
more peaceful future.
As the event has been
concluded, its impres-
sion on the region will
help as an aide-mémoire
that a unified effort can
turn the tide of terror-
ism into a journey of
hope and progress.

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali talking to a 30-member delegation of the Ittehad Malikan
(Alliance of Maliks) which called on him here at the Governor’s House.

Govt striving for best
medical facilities: CM
Independent Report

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi on Thursday said
that the government was
striving to provide the best
medical facilities to
patients in public sector
hospitals related to heart
emergencies.

He was chairing a
meeting at his office to
review the progress of
primary angiography in
hospitals.

During the briefing, it
was revealed that a total of
5,534 primary
angiographies were
performed in government
hospitals of various
districts in the past five
months. As many as 3113
primary angiographies
were performed in the
morning shift of nine
government hospitals and
1866 in the night shift,

ensuring a 67% increase in
these hospitals on the
instructions of Caretaker
Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi.

The meeting also
reviewed the proposal to
set the target of
angiography/angioplasty
in every government
hospital to facilitate
patients.

The meeting was
attended by Provincial
Minister Dr Javed Akram,
President of the Pakistan
Society of International
Cardiology Dr Zaheer
Akram, health secretary,
Dr. Farqad Alamgir, DG
Rescue 1122, and others.

Meanwhile, Caretaker
Chief Minister Punjab
Mohsin Naqvi chaired a
meeting at his office to
review the progress on
Lahore’s major
development projects and

establish timelines for
their timely completion.

Addressing the
meeting, CM Mohsin
Naqvi emphasized that
development projects must
adhere to the prescribed
timelines. He instructed the
officials to expedite the
initiation of new projects,
ensuring prompt decision-
making regarding designs
and other necessary
matters. Any delay or
negligence in public welfare
development projects will
not be tolerated, he
warned.

To minimize
inconvenience to citizens
during the construction
phase, the meeting
emphasized the need for
the best alternative traffic
plans and suggested that
alternative routes should
be suggested for best
managing traffic load.

Governor says:

Era of progress,
development about to
begin in merged districts
PESHAWAR (APP):
Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji
Ghulam Ali has said that
the era of real development
and prosperity in the
merged districts is about to
begin now, powers and
funds will be transferred to
the merged districts
through the elected local
g o v e r n m e n t
representatives very soon.

He was talking to a
30-member delegation of
the Ittehad Malikan
(Alliance of Maliks) which
called on him here at the
Governor’s House on
Thursday.

The delegation led by

Haji Lali Shah was
comprising Muhammad
Afzal Khan, Malik Ayaz,
Malik Sultanzeb, Malik
Hafizur Rahman, Haji Syed
Ahmad Jan, Mufti
Hanifullah, Malik Khanzeb
Malik Faqir, Malik Faqir,
Malik Wali, Malik Hasib,
Malik Ehsanullah, Malik
Fazl Rabi, Malik Shater,
Malik Usman, Malik
Muhammad Shah, Malik
Wazir, Malik Shirin, Malik
Mashuq, Malik Nawaz
Khan, Malik Abdul Nasser,
Malik Hazrat Noor, Malik
Umar Wahid, Malik
Muhammadyar, Malik
Khanzada, Abu Bakr Shah
and others.

LAHORE: Senator Chaudhry Jaffar Iqbal, called
on Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur
Rehman at Governor House.

Minister for early dredging,
desilting of all nullahs

RAWALPINDI (APP):
Caretaker Provincial
Minister Housing and
Public Health Engineering,
Barrister Syed Azfar Ali
Nasir Thursday directed
Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA) to
complete the dredging and
de-silting projects of all
nullahs by June 30 to
ensure drainage of water in
case of heavy rains.

The minister directed
WASA officials in a meeting
held here at the
Commissioner’s Office,
where he was given a
detailed briefing on
different ongoing projects
and the performance of
different departments.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rawalpindi Liaquat Ali
Chatha, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Rawalpindi, Hasan Waqar
Cheema and heads of all the
departments concerned
participated in the meeting.

Later, addressing a
press conference, the
minister informed that on
the special directives of the
Punjab Chief Minister, the
performance of the
government departments
was being reviewed.

“We are striving to
improve individual
performance of the
government officials
through effective
monitoring.”

Cases of perpetrators
should be taken to logical

end: Javed Latif
LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister Mian Javed Latif on
Thursday said that the cases
against the perpetrators of
May 9 incidents should be
taken to a logical end as it
was utmost necessary to
protect security and sanctity
of the state. Sparing the
elements involved in the
planning of this terrorist
incident may cause more
such incidents in future, he
said adding sufficient
evidence of internal as well
as external conspiracy in this
incident was also available.

Addressing a press
conference at Model Town,
Javed Latif said that no state
could compromise to ensure

strict punishment to the
elements involved in such
activities as it was a matter
of national security.

He alleged that the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) was training its workers
for a year to attack state
properties and military
installations in case of arrest
of Imran Khan.Had the foreign
funding case against the PTI
been concluded, May 9
incident may had not
occurred since there were
evidences of funding from
foreign countries to the PTI
in the case as the May 9
incident was also a conspiracy
against the country executed
by the PTI.

Psychiatric training
session for employees

of PBC, APP held
PESHAWAR (APP):
Psychiatric training
session for the employees
of Radio Pakistan and
Associated Press of
Pakistan Peshawar was
held here Thursday after
their offices were burnt
down by the violent mob
on May 10 last.

The trauma training
session was organized by
Iftikhar Psychiatric
Hospital Peshawar at the
premises of Radio Pakistan
Peshawar building.

R e n o w n e d
psychiatrist, Professor Dr

Iftikhar Hussain shared his
experience and professional
knowledge with the
employees of both the
organizations regarding
combating trauma, anxiety
and depression after such
horrible incidents.

He said such trauma
situation could be
countered through shared
will power, positivity and
strength.He said such
tragic and catastrophic
situations come on nations
and it could out of it
through strong belief on
their own abilities.

Caretaker minister visits
HR Directorate, inquired
about operational matters

PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Caretaker Minister for
Law and Human Rights
(HR) Justice (Retd) Irshad
Qaisar here Thursday
visited Directorate General
Law and Human Rights
and inquired about its
working and operational
matters.

Director General
Human Rights Muhammad
Idrees Khan briefed the
minister about the working
of the directorate and the
status of human rights in
the province.

He informed the
caretaker minister about the
modus operandi of inquiries
and cases under KP
Promotion, Protection and
enforcement Act 2014. He
also highlighted the work of
Media Research Wing,
training courses, workshops
and a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed
with Islamia College and
Benazir Women University.
Speaking on the occasion, the
caretaker minister was
directed to compile a report
of problems being faced by
the directorate.

Indonesian
Embassy to
organize “A

Night at Lahore
Museum” on

June 17
LAHORE (APP): The
Embassy of the Republic of
Indonesia in collaboration
with the Lahore Museum
will organize a week-long
photo exhibition titled” A
Night at Lahore Museum:
Tracing the Confluence of
Civilizations Between
Indonesia and Pakistan”, on
June 17 (Saturday) at
Lahore Museum.

Talking to the officials
of the Lahore Museum and
journalists in Islamabad, the
Ambassador of Indonesia
Adam Tugio warmly invited
the Pakistani friends to the
Exhibition and to celebrate
the rich cultural heritage of
the two Muslim brotherly
countries.

Transgender
school opened
in Sargodha

SARGODHA (Online):
Education department has
opened school for eunuchs
in Sargodha under the
directives of the government.
Over 25 eunuchs have got
admission in the school and
started educational
activities.It was told that not
only books, uniform and free
transport facility will be
provided to eunuchs but also
scholarship will be granted to
them. Muhammad Ilyas
Bajwa, spokesperson of
education department has
said transgenders have
appreciated.

CM condemns
terrorist attack
LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Chief Minister
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi
has strongly condemned
the terrorist attack on
the securi ty forces
checkpoint  near the
Pakistan-Iran border and
expressed  deep
admirat ion  for the
courage displayed by the
secur i ty forces  in
thwarting the attack.

He paid tribute to
th e brave so ld i er s ,
Hasn ain  Ish t iaq  and
In aya tu l lah ,  who
fear les s ly d efend ed
against the terrorists at
the cost  of  their  own
lives.

Their heroic sacrifice
deserves the utmost
respect and reverence, he
said and added that the
indomitable spirit of the
martyred heroes has
elevated their status to the
highest level.

The nation wil l
forever cherish and honor
the everlasting sacrifices
made by the martyrs, he
emphasized.

The CM has
extended unwavering
solidarity and heartfelt
condolences to  the
families of the martyrs.

Karachi
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Toyota Indus Motors led by President Toyota Asia Mr. Yoshiki Konishi
and CEO Indus Motors Ali Asghar Jamali calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,
Japanese Ambassador to Pakistan H.E Mitsuhiro Wada, Federal Ministers Ishaq Dar, Makhdoom
Mutaza Mehmood, SAPMs Jahanzeb Khan and Tariq Bajwa were also present in the meeting.

ISLAMABAD:  Finance Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar held a
meeting with delegation of Islamabad Industrial Association on Budget 2023-
24 proposals, at FBR.

SIALKOT: Shoaib Sarwar Ambassador posted at the Embassy of Pakistan in
Denmark in a group photograph with Muhammad Ejaz Ch, chairman PGMEA
and Gloves exporters at PGMEA.

SARGODHA: Student attends classes during
Skill Summer Camp 2023 at Government College
of Technology for Women.

HYDERABAD: Farmers are engaged in harvesting
peas in the field.

PM Shehbaz says:
Pakistan considered Japan as vital

partner for its progress & prosperity
Invites Japanese companies to invest in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Thursday said
Pakistan considered Japan
as an important partner for
its progress and
prosperity and Japanese
companies should avail the
immense opportunities for
investment in Pakistan.

The PM was
speaking to President
Toyota Asia Yoshiki
Konishi and Chief
Executive Officer of Indus
Motors Ali Asghar Jamali
who called on him here.

Japan’s Ambassador
to Pakistan Mitsuhiro
Wada, Vice Chairman
Toyota Indus Motors
Shinji Yanagi, Minister for
Finance Ishaq Dar,
Minister for Industries and
Production Makhdoom
Murtza Mehmood,
Advisor to PM Ahad
Cheema, Special Assistants
to PM Jehanzeb Khan and
Tariq Bajwa and high
ranking officials attended
the meeting.

In a briefing, the prime
minister was told that

Toyota Indus Motors for
the first time established a
unit for the production of
hybrid vehicles in Pakistan
with an investment of $100
million.

PM Shehbaz Sharif
welcomed the project of
Toyota to produce hybrid
vehicles in Pakistan.

The production of
hybrid vehicles in Pakistan
would decrease the import
bill resulting in saving of
precious foreign exchange,
he said adding the
government was providing

all available facilities to the
industries for investment in
modern technologies in the
country.

The Japanese
ambassador said leading
Japanese companies were
desirous of further
investment in Pakistan.

During the briefing, it
was told that in the current
year from July,Toyota
Indus Motors would start
export of spare parts of
vehicles and these exports
would make Pakistan a part
of the global supply chain.

World now acknowledging
Pakistani youth expertise

in IT: IT Minister
Amin inaugurates Pakistani

pavilion at GITEX Global Exhibition

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication
Syed Amin Ul Haque on
Thursday said that World
now acknowledging
Pakistani youth expertise
in Information Technology
and Telecom sector.

“Pakistan’s skilled IT
experts, time zone, and
fluent English speaking
with excellent accents have
unique importance in Digital
World. The World is now
openly acknowledging the
expertise of Pakistani
youth in information
technology “The minister
expressed these views
during meetings with
different International
delegations on the sidelines
of GITEX Africa Digital
Summit, and the Global tech
exhibition being held in
Morocco from May 31 to
June 2.

The meetings discussed
global challenges including
revolutionary initiatives in

the IT & Telecom sector by
the Government of Pakistan
said a news release received
here.

The Minister also
held an important meeting
with Secretary General
Digital Cooperation
Organization (DCO), Ms.
Deemah Al-Yahya. During
the meeting, both sides
discussed bilateral issues
and measure to enhance
digital cooperation
between the member states
of DCO. Vice President of
Dubai Chamber of Digital
Economy, Saeed Al-
Gerghavi also met with IT
Minister Syed Amin Ul
Haque and discussed
investment opportunities
in IT and telecom sector in
Pakistan. Mr. Babajide
Sanwo-Olu, Governor of
Lagos, Nigeria, also called
on Federal Minister for IT
Syed Amin Ul Haque.

Federal Minister for
Information Technology
and Telecom Syed Amin Ul

Haque on Thursday
inaugurated the Pakistani
pavilion at the GITEX
Global Exhibition summit in
Morocco. A three-member
Pakistani delegation led by
Minister IT Syed Amin Ul
Haque comprising Member
IT Syed Junaid Imam and
Chairman PASHA Zohaib
Khan is attending GITEX
Africa Digital Summit, said
a news release.

About 14 tech
companies, 10 start-ups
and more than 200 IT
experts from Pakistan are
participating in GITEX-23
Exhibition in Morocco for
the first time.

Former Minister for
IT and Transport of
Morocco Rabbah Aziz,
Huawei Africa President
Colin Hu and many
prominent personalities
and Global tech leaders
visited Pakistan’s Pavilion
and showed their great
interest in the items
displayed at the pavilion.

Ambassador says:
Establishment of Italian
Trade Agency office to
enhance bilateral trade

FBR collects Rs 605b
gross revenues in May

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Despite challenges, the
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) with its tremendous
effort collected gross
revenues of Rs 605 billion
during the month of May,
the board said in a
statement issued here
Thursday.According to the
statement, against a target
of Rs 621 billion, FBR was
able to collect Rs 572
billion net revenue, while
refunds amounting to Rs 33
billion were issued during
the month.

The board collected
Rs 205 billion in May 2023
under the head of domestic
income tax compared to Rs

131 billion in May 2022,
thereby showing a growth
of 57%.A healthy year-on-
year growth of 28% was
achieved in the domestic
sales tax with collection of
almost Rs 100 billion.

Around Rs 41 billion
were collected as Federal
Excise Duty (FED)
showing a year-on-year
increase of 32%.

A cumulative growth
of almost 44% has been
achieved in the collection
of domestic taxes.

“This is despite the
fact that the economy has
slowed down and GDP
growth rate has been
revised downward.

US Deputy Chief of Mission
engages stakeholders on

trade, climate, green shipping

FCCI Chief says:

NASTP should establish
Software Development

House in Faisalabad

Meher Kashif says:

Trade expansion between
Pak, Kyrgyzstan possible

Railways approach
govt departments to
pay outstanding dues

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Italian Ambassador to
Pakistan Andreas Ferrarese
Thursday expressed hope
that establishment of the
Italian Trade Agency (ICE)
office in Islamabad and
assignment of the first
Italian Trade Director to
Pakistan would enhance
trade cooperation between
the two countries.

“I am pleased to share
with you exciting news;
that is the establishment of
the Italian Trade Agency
(ICE) office in Islamabad
and the assignment of the
first Italian Trade Director
to Pakistan would be a
major step towards

enhanced trade cooperation
between the two
countries”, the ambassador
said in his message on the
upcoming celebration of
77th anniversary of the
Republic Day, National
Day of Italy.

He told the APP “We
shall continue to explore
the avenues with a focus
on agriculture, renewable
energy, textiles,
construction and tourism.
Collaboration in fields of
textiles, agriculture,
livestock, marble,
pharmaceuticals, and mass
manufacturing will help
enhance Pakistan’s
industrial scope and

increase exports of value-
added goods”.

The ambassador
further stated that the fifth
Italy-Pakistan Joint
Economic Commission
(JEC) took place on May
29-30 in Rome, where the
two sides agreed to
establish a joint framework
to deal with climate change
and cooperation in water
management.

He said both sides
s i g n e d  a n  i mp o r t a n t
“ R o a d ma p  fo r
C o o p e r a t i o n ”  wh i c h
c o v e r e d  c l i m a t e
c h a n g e ,  t r a d e  &
investment, heritage &
culture, agriculture.

FAISALABAD (APP):
National Aerospace
Science and Technology
Park (NASTP) should
establish its next Software
Development House
(SDH) in Faisalabad to
provide globally compliant
IT eco-system and exploit
its export potential and
transform it into
Cyberabad, said Dr.
Khurram Tariq President
Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(FCCI).Addressing an
open house session of
NASTP, he underlined the
importance of Information
Technology (IT) and

digitalization and said that
an ecosystem compatible
for the promotion of IT
must be provided in
Faisalabad on priority
basis and NASTP must
play its key role in this
respect.He said that this
innovative institution had
been created in close
collaboration of Pakistan
Air Force (PAF) and
Pakistan Software Export
Board (PSEB) to cater to
the national needs in this
cutting-edge technology.
He said that NASTP had
already created its
Software Development
Houses (SDH) in Kamara.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of Railways
has expedited the efforts
and approached the federal
and provincial
departments to recover
outstanding billion of
rupees dues on account of
using its land and other
services.

“Mini s te r  fo r
Railways Khawaja Saad
Rafique has asked the
offic ia l  concerned  to
approach the federal and
provincial departments
fo r  r eco ver in g the
outstanding amount as
soon as possible,” an

official in the Ministry
told APP.

About the amount
payable against the
different departments, the
official said that over Rs
8375million (over 8 billion)
are payable by different
departments on account of
using its land and various
services.

The federal
departments had to pay an
amount of Rs 709.084
million, provincial
departments Rs1980.217
million and autonomous
and private bodies Rs
5685.736 million.

ISLAMABAD (APP): US
Deputy Chief of Mission
Andrew Schofer
participated in a
stakeholder consultation on
trade, climate, and green
shipping in Pakistan
organized by the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID).

During the discussion,
policy makers and private-
sector leaders identified
existing issues and
challenges related to
climate change, with a
specific focus on
promoting green and
sustainable shipping
practices in Pakistan, said
a news release. The
participants developed
a c t i o n a b l e
recommendations and a
common vision for a path
forward.

“Through the US-

Pakistan ‘Green Alliance’
framework, our two
countries are jointly
preparing to meet the
environmental and
economic challenges of the
future, especially climate
change, while spurring
sustainable and inclusive
economic growth,” DCM
Schofer said.

He said, “Through
events like the one today,
we are encouraging bilateral
dialogue on climate action,
and exploring innovative
solutions to build
Pakistan’s climate
resilience.”In his keynote
address, Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs Syed
Faisal Ali Subzwari
highlighted the importance
of addressing climate
change and promoting
sustainable shipping
practices in Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chairman Kyrgyzstan
Trade House Meher Kashif
Younis on Thursday said
the trade relations between
Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan
had the potential to grow
and expand in various
sectors.Talking to a
delegation of industrialists
led by Faran Shahid, he
said, “While the current
trade volume between the
two countries is relatively
modest, there are several
areas where both nations
can benefit from increased
cooperation and trade,”
said a press release.

He said the bilateral
trade between the two
countries had historically
been limited but has shown
potential for growth,
adding that in recent years,
both countries had
expressed their
commitment to enhancing
trade ties and serious
endeavors for improving
transportation links,
simplifying customs

procedures, and
strengthening trade
facilitation measures,
which can contribute to
boosting trade volumes.

He said both
countries could also
explore opportunities for
cooperation in the
agricultural, education and
pharmaceutical sectors.

Pakistan was known
for its agricultural produce,
including fruits, vegetables,
rice, and textiles, Younis
said, adding that
Kyrgyzstan, on the other
hand, had a rich
agricultural base and was
known for its exports of
walnuts, dried fruits, and
honey. “Collaboration in
this sector can lead to the
exchange of agricultural
products and expertise,” he
emphasised.Meher Kashif
Younis said Pakistan had a
well-established textile
industry,  and
Kyrgyzstan could benefit
from sourcing textiles and
apparel products.

EU Ambassador
calls on Sadiq

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Ambassador of the
European Union (EU) to
Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka
Thursday called on the
Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq and discussed
agenda items, preparations
and protocol of the
upcoming 13th European
Union (EU)–Pakistan
Joint  Commission,
scheduled in Brussels later
this month.

According to press
statement issued by the
Economic Affairs Division
(EAD), the ambassador
expressed her appreciation
for the commendable
execution of the recent
meeting of the International
Partners Support Group
(IPSG).

Rupee gains 08
paisas against

US Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee gained 08
paisas against the US
Dollar (USD) in the
interbank trading on
Thursday as it closed at
Rs285.38 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs285.46.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood
at Rs 290 and Rs 293,
respectively.

The price of the Euro
increased by 19 paisas to
close at Rs 304.67 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs304.48, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).
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KARACHI: Begum Samina Arif Alvi visiting the soci-
ety for the Rehabilitation of Special Children Centre.

KARACHI: Famous Industrialist and Business-
man Aqeel Karim Dhedi calls on Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori.

JAMSHORO: Prof. Dr. Ikram Din Ujjan, Vice
Chancellor LUMHS and others offering Dua after
inauguration of Urology unit II at Liaquat Univer-
sity Hospital Jamshoro.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Food Security, Tariq Bashir Cheema
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

VC LUMHS Prof. Dr. Ikram
inaugurated Urology Ward

(Unit II) at LUMHS

Agha Fakhar says:

SFA working with all
stakeholders to ensure

quality food to the people

Planting trees and
saplings is the best

charity: Murtaza Wahab
Independent Report

KARACHI: Spokesperson of the Sindh Government
and Advisor for Law Barrister Murtaza Wahab has
said that planting trees and saplings is the best charity.
He was addressing the inauguration ceremony of Lyari
River Urban Forest along Lyari Expressway Maripur
Interchange as Chief Guest on Thursday.   The Lyari
River Urban Forest was organized in collaboration
with Nazaft Organization Dawoodi Bohra Community
and Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry.  In the opening ceremony, Civil Society’s
Mushaq Chapra, Asghar Ali Bohra, DG Parks MC

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy Ship SAIF conducts rescue operation and safely
recover stranded crew of fishing vessel in Arabian Sea, in Karachi.

PTI’s CSVP, PVP
announce to step down
from party positions

Miscreants to face
music: Kaira

Commissioner urges Divisional
Task Force to ensure provision

of better health services

PTI chief using all tactics
to divert attention from

May 9 incidents: PM

Ahsan emphasizes portraying
positive image of country

FO says:

Pak deeply concerned over
India’s latest move seeking
death penalty for Yasin Malik

Pakistan Navy Ship
conducts rescue operation

in Arabian SeaPakistan, law nation’s
red line not Imran

Khan: Sherry Rehman

Three robbers
held with arms

after fire
exchange

KARACHI (INP): Police
arrested three robbers with
weapons after exchange of
fire in Issa Nagri area of
Karachi on Thursday.

An encounter took
place after robbers came
across police resulting in
bullet injuries to two. All
three robbers were held be-
sides recovery of four TT
pistols from their posses-
sion.

The injured robbers
were shifted to hospital.
Police said that the detain-
ees were involved in com-
mitting robberies in houses
and streets crimes.

CTD arrests
terrorist linked
to international

handlers
KARACHI (INP):
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) arrested a mili-
tant working for interna-
tional handlers in Karachi
on Thursday.

According to the de-
tails, the Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD)
has completed the inves-
tigation of the arrested
terrorist, who made sig-
nificant revelations.

During the investiga-
tion, the arrested terror-
ist confessed to involve-
ment in sabotage activities
in Karachi and interior
Sindh. He also disclosed
his connections with in-
ternational  terrorists
group.

The suspect  re-
vealed that he was given
the task of carrying out a
bomb blast in Karachi and
in return, he was prom-
ised a substantial amount
of money.

Calls on Air Chief

Uzbek Ambassador lauds
professionalism of

PAF personnel

Justice Iqbal
takes oath as
CJ FSC FSC

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Justice Iqbal Hameedur
Rehman has taken oath
as Chief Justice Federal
Shariat Court for a period
of three years.

Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Umar Ata
Bandial administered
oath to Iqbal Hameedur
Rehman Chief Justice
Federal Shariat Court
Thursday.

The oath taking cer-
emony was attended by
judges of Supreme Court
(SC), attorney general
and lawyers.

President Arif Alvi
had accorded approval
to appoint justice Iqbal
Hameedur Rehman as
chief justice Federal
Shariat Court. Ministry
of law and justice had
issued formal notifica-
tion in respect of his ap-
pointment.

justice Iqbal
Hameedur Rehman has
remained chief justice of
Islamabad High Court
and judge of Supreme
Court.

Iqbal Hameedur
Rehman is son of former
chief justice of Pakistan
Hamood ur Rehman.

PM to attend
Erdogan’s

inauguration
ceremony in
Turkiye on

June 3
ISLAMABAD (Online): At
the invitation of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif will attend the
inauguration ceremony of
President Erdogan in Ankara
on 3 June 2023. The Prime
Minister’s visit will be a re-
affirmation of the deep-
rooted fraternal ties between
Pakistan andTürkiye. The
Prime Minister will convey
warm felicitations on behalf
of the Government and
people of Pakistan to Presi-
dent Erdogan on his re-elec-
tion as President of Türkiye
on 28 May 2023.

Tareen decides
to go to London
to meet Nawaz

ISLAMABAD (Online):
Jahangir Tareen has decided
to go to London to meet
Nawaz Sharif for consulta-
tion on future electoral strat-
egy and removal of Nawaz
Sharif reservations.

On the other hand
Jahangir Tareen has com-
pleted his contacts with
former members of national
and provincial assembly of
PTI have been completed.

Jahangir Taren is all set
on his mission of carving
out new political party.

Over 50 former mem-
bers of National Assembly
and senators of PTI have
assured their support to
Jahangir Tareen.

Jahangir Tareen will
leave for London within
next few days to meet
Nawaz Sharif on the mat-
ters of making adjustment
or forging electoral alliance
with PML-N in next gen-
eral election.

Sources said PML-N
had expressed reservations
over the recent political ac-
tivities of Jahangir Tareen.

On the other hand
Jahangir Tareen sent a mes-
sage to Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif and Nawaz
Sharif that his political ac-
tivities will not be harmful
for PML-N.

OGRA notifies
Rs37/Kg cut in

LPG price
for June

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a
notification issued by Oil
and Gas Regularity Author-
ity (OGRA) on Thursday,
the prices of Liquified Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG) have
been reduced by Rs 37.13
per kilogram for the month
of June.

According to the noti-
fication, the new price of
LPG would be Rs 196.75
per kilogram. Similarly, the
price of a standard domes-
tic cylinder of 11.8 kilo-
grams has fallen by Rs438.

The new price of the
domestic cylinder would be
Rs 2321.22 for the month
of June which was set at
Rs 2759.89 for the month
of May.

PTI’s Pervez
Khattak steps

down from
party position

Monitoring Desk
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) se-
nior leader Pervez Khattak
announced stepping down
as the party’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa chapter
president late Thursday.

Addressing a press
conference in Islamabad, the
PTI stalwart said it was dif-
ficult for him to continue
serving as the party’s KP
chapter president amid the
prevailing political crisis.

Khattak said he would
announce the future course
of action after consulting
his friends and party col-
leagues. The PTI leader fur-
ther said that he had taken
the decision to leave the
party post after thorough
consideration.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Special Initiatives, Ahsan
Iqbal Thursday empha-
sized portraying a positive
image of the country.

The minister advised
the youth to keep their
self-esteem high adding
that the rhetoric of portray-
ing the Pakistani nation as
corrupt must be discour-
aged as it has damaged the
self-esteem of people of
Pakistan.

“Pakistanis are not a
corrupt nation, our leaders
must portray a positive
image of the country”, he
said during an inauguration
ceremony of the academic
blocks in the male and fe-
male campuses of the In-
ternational Islamic Univer-
sity Islamabad (IIU).

These blocks are part
of PC-I “Expansion and
Up-gradation of Interna-
tional Islamic University,
Islamabad” worth Rs. 2.5
Billion.

The PC-I addresses
the need to strengthen and
upgrade the University’s
academic infrastructure and
establishment/ up-grada-
tion of Labs to meet the

ever-growing student
strength in almost all pro-
grams offered at under-
graduate, graduate and
postgraduate levels.

The new block at male
campus will accommodate
around 2000 students per
shift of the civil engineer-
ing and Faculty of Social
Sciences, while the second
block in the female campus
will accommodate around
3000 students per shift of
the Faculty of Management
Sciences and Social Sci-
ences. Under this PSDP
project, in addition to these
inaugurated blocks, there
are four more under con-
struction buildings includ-
ing Shared Academic block,
Library building, Shariah
hostel, medical center.

There is also provi-
sion of lab equipment, fur-
niture and transport. The
Campus Management Sys-
tem and IT infrastructure
provision is also part of the
PC-I.

Addressing the inau-
guration ceremony, Ahsan
Iqbal called upon the Mus-
lim youth and universities
to follow the great legacy
of Muslims history.

He said in Islamic

teachings and especially in
the Holy book there is a
great emphasis on education
and exploration of the uni-
verse.

He said the govern-
ment, since the previous
tenure of 2013, under vi-
sion 2025 has established a
network of universities
across the country.

He said under the vi-
sion, modern needs were
addressed by establishing
centres for Artificial Intel-
ligence, genetics, digital
revolutionary reforms and
projects of technology.

He said hatred, ex-
tremism and intolerance are
major obstacles in the way
of peace, national unity and
sustainable economic devel-
opment in the country.

Ahsan Iqbal said that
after escaping a terrorist
attack, he decided to save
the youth from hatred and
terrorism. He said that the
virus of hatred in the hu-
man mind destroys intellect
and its ability to think in a
positive way.

Ahsan Iqbal said that
the base of conflict and
violence is prejudice and
intolerance as it leads to
extremism.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday said
that Imran Niazi could go
to any extreme to distract
attention from his culpabil-
ity in the tragic events of
May 9.

“Make no mistake
about the evil intent behind
Imran Niazi’s latest ploy to
defame our law enforcement
agencies and police. Yet
again, he is making mislead-
ing and baseless allegations
of the “rights abuses” just
to distract attention for his
culpability in the tragic
events of May 9,” the prime
minister said in a tweet.

“I am not surprised

by his antics,” Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz said.

He said that someone
who could persistently use
foul language against the
state institutions, incite
people to violence and at-
tack the state symbols and
military installations, and
bring down martyrs’ monu-
ments, was capable of go-
ing to any extreme.

The prime minister
said that Imran Niazi pre-
sided over a disinformation
apparatus that deployed
fake news methodically to
fool the people.

“Everything about
him is hate, division and
lie,” he remarked.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Am-
bassador of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, Aybek Arif
Usmanov called on Chief of
the Air Staff, Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu and lauded the profes-
sionalism of Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) personnel here
on Thursday.

The meeting was fo-
cused on areas of mutual in-
terest and regional develop-
ments, a PAF news release
said. During the meeting, the
Chief of the Air Staff shared
his pragmatic policy deci-
sions aimed at modernizing
Pakistan Air Force through
the smart acquisition of niche
technologies, upgradation of
infrastructure and revitaliza-
tion of operational and train-
ing domains.

The Air Chief empha-
sized the longstanding reli-
gious, cultural and histori-

cal bond between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan which was
exemplified through robust
bilateral relations.

He also reiterated his
unwavering commitment to
enhancing the existing ties
in realms of military-to-
military cooperation and
training.

Highlighting the bond
of brotherhood between the
two nations, the Air Chief
said, “Pakistan values its
strong diplomatic, economic
and defence relationship with
Uzbekistan which is based
on convergence on all impor-
tant issues relating to regional
peace, security and stability.”

The Ambassador of
Uzbekistan expressed his
admiration for the excep-
tional progress made by
Pakistan Air Force, particu-
larly in the area of
indigenization.

Junaidullah Khan, Special Assistant to Chief Minister
Sindh Asif Khan, Shakeel Chaudhary and others were
also present.  13000 saplings of 35 different species
have been planted in Lyari Urban Forest.

Barrister Murtaza Wahab said during his address
that urban forest is the most important need of the hour,
the establishment of urban forest is very necessary to
eliminate environmental pollution. He further said that
people from other communities and social sectors, in-
cluding the business community, should pay attention to
this because planting trees is the best charity.

HYDERABAD (APP):
Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirabad Division,
Muhammad Abbas Baloch
instructed District Health
Officers of Shaheed
Benazirabad, Sanghar and
Naushehro Feroze Dis-
tricts to ensure the provi-
sion of better health ser-
vices to all patients coming
for treatment at hospitals
of their respective domains,
adding that medical camps
be set up at different areas
to cater treatment facilities
to the poor public.

He expressed these
views while chairing a meet-
ing of the Divisional Task
Force at the Committee
Room of his office. Commis-
sioner said that all resources
be utilized in order to make
the 12 days Protective Vac-
cination Campaign success-
ful, which is commencing

from June 5 to June 17, 2023.
He said that steps shall also
be adopted to maintain the
cool chain of protective vac-
cine keeping in view of high
temperatures. He said that
awareness be raised among
the public about the benefits
of protective vaccination.
Briefing the meeting, District
Officer EPI of World Health
Organization, Dr Irshad
Ahmed said that the protec-
tive Vaccination is commenc-
ing in the division from June
5 to June 17, 2023 for which
arrangements are underway
for training of staff, maintain-
ing of cool chain of vaccine
and other arrangements. He
said that during the campaign
75,300 children from birth
and upto two years of age
would undergo a routine im-
munization process while
1,88,400 children of 2 to 5 years
of age would be vaccinated.

ISLAMABAD (Online):
We are deeply concerned
over India’s latest move
seeking death penalty for
prominent Kashmiri
leader,. Yasin Malik

This was said by For-
eign Office (FO) spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch in weekly press
briefing here Thursday.

She held last
year,Yasin Malik was
awarded life sentence in a
contrived case, marked by
fabricated charges and denial
of fair trial. He is being held
in inhumane conditions in the
notorious Tihar jail despite
his deteriorating health. Mr.
Malik is being denied access
to family members, privi-
leged access to lawyers and
quality health treatment.
India’s latest move is an-

other instance of political
vendetta aimed at silencing
the Kashmiri leadership and
intimidating the Kashmiri
people. It is a manifestation
of India’s unending and per-
vasive oppression in IIOJK
where political leaders and
human rights defenders are
routinely incarcerated on
trumped up and baseless
charges. She remarked we
urge the Indian authorities to
bring an end to this farce of a
trial of Mr. Yasin Malik. He
must be provided quality
health treatment and allowed
to live freely among his
people and family. India must
also immediately and uncondi-
tionally release the Kashmiri
leadership and human rights
defenders who are being un-
justly held in prisons in
IIOJK and across India.

KARACHI (APP): Paki-
stan Navy Ship (PNS) SAIF
while carrying out routine
patrolling in the Arabian Sea,
expeditiously responded to
a distress call by a stranded
Fishing Vessel AL ZUBAIR
and saved the valuable lives
of six fishermen. The fish-
ing vessel had suffered en-
gine failure and subsequent
flooding due to rough sea
conditions, a Pakistan Navy
news release said.

PNS SAIF swiftly re-
sponded to the distress call
at night and safely recov-
ered six stranded fishermen.

Medical assistance
was provided onboard and
the fishermen were subse-
quently shifted to Gwadar.
The fishermen’s commu-
nity has lauded the efforts
of the Pakistan Navy in
saving precious lives at sea.

Pakistan Navy, be-
sides ensuring combat
readiness at all times, re-
mains vigilant to contribute
to ensuring the Safety of
Life at Sea (SOLAS)
through sustained presence
and monitoring of activities
within the Maritime Zones
of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Cli-
mate Change Senator Sherry
Rehman on Thursday said
that the country and its law
were the red line of the na-
tion and not Imran Khan
who was trying to defend
the worst attack of May 9.

In a series of tweets,
the Minister criticized Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan for
his recent remarks and ada-
mant attitude towards the
violence of May 9th.

Senator Rehman said

that since May 9, Imran
Khan has changed his posi-
tion several times on vio-
lent protests and attacks on
sensitive installations.

He has adopted an
apologetic attitude regard-
ing May 9 and his attitude
would lead the country to a
new tragedy, she added.

The minister said that
defending May 9 was tan-
tamount to complicity in
these attacks as Imran
Khan should have apolo-
gized to the nation for these
shameful incidents.

LAHORE (APP): Advisor
to the Prime Minister on
Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira has said that
the PTI and its social me-
dia activists are giving im-
pression that action is be-
ing taken against the party
although the PTI’s miscre-
ants attacked on military in-
stallations with planning on
May 09.

Addressing a press
conference held at the resi-
dence of PPP worker Rana
Irfan Ahmad here on Thurs-
day, he said that the law was
taking its course and only
miscreants were being cap-
tured. However, he added
that no innocent would be
tried and no culprit would
be spared.

He said that the PTI,

through social media and ar-
tificial intelligence, was
spreading fake news about
women.

They were alleging
that their women were be-
ing mistreated which was
entirely baseless, he said.

Kaira demanded that
the government should take
action against such incident
if someone had evidence
otherwise those elements,
who were levelling fake al-
legations without any evi-
dence, should be brought in
to courts for punishment as
there was the same penalty
for a liar as it was for crimi-
nal. He alleged that the PTI
was spreading fake news
to tilt the perception in
favour of the party and
was making opinion
through fake news.

Independent Report
KARACHI. The Vice Chan-
cellor LUMHS Prof. Dr.
Ikram Din Ujjan inaugu-
rated Urology Ward (Unit
II) at Liaquat University
Hospital Jamshoro.

While addressing at the
inaugural session, Prof. Dr.
Ikram Din Ujjan expressed
that Liaquat University
Hospital is establishing new
units to provide better
health facilities to the ailing
community. The Vice Chan-
cellor further expressed that
Liaquat University Hospi-
tal is a tertiary care hospi-
tal, it is one of the largest
and oldest hospital in the
region which provides a

wide range of services.
He added that keeping

in view a huge number of pa-
tients with Urological dis-
eases, another ward of Urol-
ogy with 24 Beds has been
established to deliver the best
care to the patients. Medical
Superintendent Liaquat Uni-
versity Hospital Hyderabad/
Jamshoro  Dr.Shahid Junejo
, in charge Urology unit II
Dr. Zakir Husain Rajpar, Dr.
Javeed Altaf, Prof. Shafique
Memon  & Prof. Aziz
Abdullah, Head of Urology
Department Liaquat National
hospital Karachi, Deans and
faculty Members accompa-
nied the Vice Chancellor at
the Inaugural Ceremony.

Independent Report
KARACHI:   Sindh Food
Authority and NED Uni-
versity (Food Sciences and
Technology Department)
have signed an MoU. The
MoU was signed by Direc-
tor General Sindh Food
Authority Agha Fakhar
Hussain and Vice chancel-
lor NED University Dr.
Sarosh Hashmat Lodi. On
this occasion SFA Director
Technical Ahmed Ali, Dr

Seema and faculty members
of Food Sciences and Tech-
nology Department. The
purpose of signing the
MoU is to give access to
the officials of SFA to get
food items checked in the
food lab of NED Univer-
sity. It is to mention here
that SFA has also signed a
similar MoU with the Food
Sciences and Technology
Department of Karachi
University one week back.

LARKANA (APP): Cen-
tral Senior Vice President,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
Sardar Ameer Bakhsh Khan
Bhutto and Senior Vice
President PTI Sindh Allah
Bakhsh Unnar announced
to step down from all party
positions.

They announced their
decision during a press con-
ference at Larkano Press
Club on Thursday.

Sardar Ameer Bakhsh
Khan Bhutto said that the
press conference that is be-

ing held today should have
been held a year and a half
ago He said today the re-
verse Ganga is flowing, ear-
lier it was flowing here and
now it is flowing there.

“I talked to Ali Zaidi
and wrote a letter to Asad
Umar in November 2022
that I cannot do politics
under these conditions,”
he said.

He further said that
the time has passed but
the problems have not
been resolved.

HYDERABAD: Leader of Joint Action Committee Dr
Pir Manzoor addressing a press conference at HPC.


