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QUETTA: Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir addressing the officers of Com-
mand & Staff College Quetta.

LAHORE: Balochistan Home Minister Mir Ziaullah
Lango and Senator Danesh Kumar visiting Jinnah
House which was torched by miscreants on 9th May

QUETTA: Provincial Ministers Mir Asadullah Baloch, Mir Naseebullah Marri
and MPA Zabid Reki meeting with Principal Secretary to Chief Minister
Imran Gichki.

QUETTA: A delegation of Killa Saifullah led by Nawabzada Mohib Jogezai
meeting with Governor Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

PM calls President Erdogan,
felicitates on re-election

Futile efforts to create rift between
army, people will never succeed: COAS
Nexus between internal collusive elements, external forces to create instability exposed
before nation: Pakistan Army being one of strongest armies in world can’t be coerced by
anyone: Stresses operational preparedness for conventional, sub-conventional warfare

Imran cause of economic,
political instability: PM

Stresses need to reduce dependence on imports, bring down inflation

Post retirement benefits of
Chief Secretaries quashed

Independent Report
QUETTA: The Divisional Bench of Balochistan High
Court, comprising Justice Muhammad Hashim Kakar
and Justice Shaukat Ali Rakhshani, has issued a noti-
fication declaring retirement benefits of former Chief
Secretaries as null and void.  On Monday, a two-mem-
ber bench, including Justice Hashim Kakar, issued a
written decision in response to a constitutional petition
regarding retirement benefits.

Former Chief Secretaries were previously granted
the facility of free accommodation in government rest
houses in Balochistan, Karachi, and Islamabad. They
were also provided the convenience of protocol services
and drops. Additionally, former Chief Secretaries re-
ceived a monthly allowance for house rent, a driver, and
a monthly allocation of 250 liters of petrol.

However, the recent decision by the Divisional Bench
of the Balochistan High Court has invalidated these
retirement benefits. This development marks a significant
change in the entitlements and privileges previously en-
joyed by former Chief Secretaries after retirement.

Mitha notes importance
of Paki-Iran friendship

for mutual benefits

Governor urges boosting
trade, eradicating poverty

President  Alvi due to
arrive in Quetta on
two-day visit today

Closing ceremony of 34th National
Games’ to be held today

‘Misogynist Imran Khan’s
narrative of victimhood’
bound to fail: Marriyum

CS emphasizes need to
ensure facilities for Zaireen

Govt & Parliament have no
friction with judiciary: Qadir

Federal Ombudsman
to arrive on 3-days

visit to Quetta today
Independent Report

QUETTA: Federal Om-
budsman Aijaz Ahmed
Qureshi will arrive in
Quetta for a three-day offi-
cial visit today. During the
visit, he will participate in
various ceremonies and en-
gagements. Among them, he

Rana dismisses allegations
of mistreatment meted out

to female prisoners

Current situation
not a ‘big crisis
for me’, claims
Imran Khan
Monitoring Desk

LAHORE: Amid the ongo-
ing crackdown and mass
exodus of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ers after the May 9 may-
hem, party chairman Imran
Khan has insisted that the
current political situation is
not a big crisis for him.

“You think it is a big
crisis for me, I don’t,” said
the former prime minister
— who was ousted last
April through a vote of no-
confidence — while speak-
ing during an interview with
BBC on Monday.

Speaking about the up-
coming general elections in
the country, Khan said his
position will only be weak-
ened if he loses the vote
bank.

However, dozens of
the party’s bigwigs includ-
ing Shireen Mazari, Ali
Zaidi and Fawad Chaudhry
among others have parted
ways with Khan citing at-
tacks on the military instal-
lations as the reason.

“Firstly, we will fill in
all the positions of people
who have left,” he said, add-
ing, “So have younger
blood, newer people com-
ing in. They’ll probably get
arrested, too.”British army

chief arrives on
5-day ‘Defence

Engagement’ visit
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The British Army’s Chief
of the General Staff (CGS),
General Sir Patrick Sanders
arrived on Monday in Pa-
kistan for a five-day De-
fence Engagement visit as
part of the longstanding
defence cooperation agree-
ment between the two
countries.

During his visit, Gen-
eral Sir Patrick Sanders
would meet with Pakistan’s
Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir,
alongside other Defence
Engagement activities and
discussions on bilateral mili-
tary cooperation in re-
sponse to climate change
related crises would be a
key focus of the visit, a
news release said.

QUETTA (APP): Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir on
Monday said the nexus be-
tween the internal collusive
elements and external forces
to create instability  has
amply been exposed be-
fore the people of Paki-
stan.

The army chief made
these remarks while ad-
dressing the officers of
Command & Staff College
Quetta during his visit to

Quetta Garrison, an Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release said.

The COAS said:
“Those who are making fu-
tile efforts to drive a wedge
and weaken the unbreakable
bond between the people of
Pakistan and its Armed
Forces will never be able to
succeed Insha Allah.”

The Armed Forces of
Pakistan remained perpetu-
ally indebted to the valiant
and proud people of Paki-

stan who, through the re-
cent manifestation of their
unique love for their Armed
Forces across the length and
breadth of the country, have
given a befitting reply to the
nefarious designs of the en-
emy and their collabora-
tors.

The Army Chief said,
“Pak Army, being one of the
strongest armies of the
world, with the blessings of
Allah and undaunted sup-
port of proud people of

Pakistan, can neither be de-
terred nor coerced by any-
one, Alhamdolillah.”

While addressing the
officers, the COAS empha-
sized operational prepared-
ness for conventional, sub-
conventional and 5th-gen-
eration warfare.

The COAS also visited
various welfare schemes
for  soldiers in  Que tta
Garrison. He was earlier
received by Commander
Quetta Corps.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Monday said Imran
Niazi had a role in deepen-
ing economic challenges of
Pakistan as he scrapped the
deal with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
his non-stop agitation, long
marches and sit-ins caused
economic and political in-
stability.

In a tweet on the social
media platform Twitter, he
said, “Looks  like Imran
Niazi’s understanding of the
economy and the broader
environment in which it
operates is quite limited. He
also conveniently forgets
his own role in deepening
economic challenges. From
scrapping the IMF deal, he

has always wished Pakistan
to default.”

“This is in addition to
the adverse impact his poli-
tics of non-stop agitation,
long marches, and dharna
has had on the economy in
terms of causing political
instability. Even Pakistani
investors would shy away
from investing their capital

in such an unstable environ-
ment deliberately created by
Imran Niazi. The terrible
events of May 9 alone have
cost the economy billions
of rupees & are an irrefut-
able endorsement of his ne-
farious designs. This is not
to mention the plethora of
corruption cases he is in-
volved in,” he noted.

He further said, “Yes,
we do face the economic
challenges but the dooms-
day scenario is past us. Sin-
cere efforts are being made
to address the challenges
through  economic belt-
tightening and timely policy
interventions. We are also
working with friends and
partners to bridge the financ-
ing gaps where needed.”

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday tele-
phoned President of
Turkiye Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and congratulated
him on his re-election and
expressed best wishes for
him.

Talking to President
Erdogan, the PM said ,
“Your re-election is a rec-
ognition of your association
with the people of Turkiye
and impeccable service.”

President Erdogan won
the re-election by securing

52.16 per cent of votes
against the candidate of
combined opposition in the
presidential election held on
May 28.

In his remarks, Shehbaz
Sharif said, “In the last two
decades, under your lead-
ership, Turkiye made re-
markable progress. I believe
that under your wise and
sagacious leadership
Turkiye will continue its
journey on the path of
progress and prosperity

Continued on page 2

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on
Monday debunked another
narrative of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan that
the female workers of his
party were being harassed
in prisons, as totally base-
less.

“A certified liar, who
says “men are not robots”
and advocates attacks on

women and young girls be-
cause of wearing short
clothes, is now cooking up
a new lie to play the victim
in the aftermath of public
response to the May 9 trag-
edy,” the minister said in a
long thread in Urdu language
on her Twitter handle.

She was particularly
referring to Imran Khan’s
statement which he made in
an interview with a foreign
media outlet that “If a

Continued on page 2

QUETTA: The President,
Dr. Arif Alvi is due to reach
Quetta today (Tuesday) on
two-day official visit.

According to the
spokesman of Governor
House, the Governor
Balochistan, Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar would re-
ceive the President at the
Quetta airport.

The President would

participate in the closing
ceremony of 34th National
Games scheduled to be held
in the provincial metropo-
lis today afternoon. The
Prime Minister’s arrival is
also expected in the closing
ceremony of mega national
sports event.

Moreover, the Presi-
dent would also be partici-
pating and presiding over
the seminar entitled  “the
role of ombudsman in safe-
guarding public rights and
good governance” to be held
under the auspices of Fed-
eral Ombudsman secretariat
on May 31 at the Gover-
nor House.

The spokesman of

Continued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: Haji Mitha
Khan Kakar, the Provincial
Minister for Information,
has stated that the Paki-
stan-Iran friendship is ex-
emplary, and both sides
need to play their part ef-
fectively to strengthen this
friendship.

Balochistan is blessed
with abundant reserves of
oil and gas, and if Pakistan
takes steps to import gas
and oil from Iran in this re-

gard, it will have positive
impacts.

He expressed these
views during a meeting with
the Director-General of
Iran's Cultural House, Dr.
Syed Abul Hassan Miri,
and Iran's Deputy Consul
General, Agha Pirloun.

During the meeting, the
Iranian Consul General dis-
cussed Pakistan-Iran rela-
tions and stated that Iran
has made efforts to im-

ISLAMABAD (APP): In-
terior Minister Rana Sana
Ullah on Monday rejected
the allegations being propa-
gated on social media about
the mistreatment being
meted out to female pris-
oners involved in the May
9th vandalism.

Talking to  a private
news channel, the minister
said that all those accused
of the Jinnah House attack

in Lahore would face legal
consequences. He said the
‘PTI’s radicals’ burnt
houses, public properties,
and military installations
with proper planning to
spread chaos and anarchy
in the country.

He also blamed Imran
Khan and other PTI lead-
ers for brainwashing youth
in a bid to create chaos and
unrest in the country.

Continued on page 2

will attend a seminar titled
"Protection of Public
Rights and Good Gover-
nance" at the Governor's
House, highlighting the role
of the federal ombudsman.

Additionally, he will
join a review meeting to as-
sess the implementation of
the recommendations re-
garding prison reforms. The
meeting will be attended by
the Chief Secretary of
Balochistan and the Inspec-
tor General of Prisons, who
will brief him on the
progress made. The Federal
Ombudsman will also visit
the newly established Sec-
retariat in Quetta, where he
will be briefed on the per-

Conmtinued on page 2

Independent Report
QUETTA: Governor
Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar of Balochistan has
stated that the province
cannot overlook the issues
of poverty and deprivation
and in this regard the trad-
ers and industrialists can-
not be ignored.

During a meeting with
Nawabzada Mohib
Jogezai's delegation at the
Governor House in Quetta
Monday, Governor Kakar
expressed these views.

Governor Balochistan
Malik Abdul Wali Khan
Kakar highlighted the im-
portance of expanding bor-
der trade and providing es-
sential facilities and oppor-
tunities to the business
community in order to ef-
fectively address the prob-
lems of poverty and depri-
vation in the province.

He stated that the cur-
rent government is commit-
ted to promoting border

trade and increasing trade
activities with Iran and Af-
ghanistan. He emphasized
that if any development
project is not completed on
time by the federal and pro-
vincial governments across
the province, it not only
prolongs public issues and
difficulties but also signifi-
cantly increases project
costs.

Governor Balochistan
Kakar emphasized the fo-
cus on enhancing border
trade and facilitating busi-
ness communities' access to
neighboring countries' mar-
kets. He stated that our full
attention is directed to-
wards opening up new
trade routes in areas such
as Taftan, Chaman, Nushki,
Badini, and Qamaruddin.
This will not only
strengthen the national
economy but also lead to
substantial growth in eco-
nomic and trade activities
in Balochistan.

QUETTA (APP): Chief
Secretary Balochistan
Abdul Aziz Uqaili on Mon-
day emphasized the need
to provide utmost ease and
facilitation to ensure a peace-
ful journey for Zaireen.

The chief secretary,
while presiding over a high-
level meeting to review ar-
rangements for Zaireen trav-
elling to Iran via Pak-Iran
border Taftan, said that
dedicated efforts are under-
way to offer comprehen-
sive facilities.

Additional Chief Secre-
tary (Home) Saleh Nasar,
Commissioner Quetta Di-
vision Sohail ur Rehman,
Commissioner Rakhshan
Division, and other senior

administration officials par-
ticipated in the meeting.

The meeting decided to
improve security measures
for the Zaireen traveling
between Pakistan and Iran.
Speaking on the occasion,
the chief secretary of the
province directed the con-
cerned officials to ensure
the provision of better fa-
cilities for the Zaireen.

“Steps should be taken
to ensure the peaceful jour-
ney of the Zaireen,” Uqaili
directed the officials. Vari-
ous proposals were given
by concerned commission-
ers and administration offi-
cials with regard to the im-
provement of the facilities
for zaireen.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM) on
Accountability Irfan Qadir
on Monday dispelled a no-
tion that both the govern-
ment and the Parliament
were at odds with the top
judiciary.

“There are some
rumours that the govern-
ment and the Parliament are
against the Supreme Court,
which are totally baseless

and have no reality. The
government has desire to see
a strong judiciary,” the
SAPM said while address-
ing a news conference.

“I want to inform the
nation that the present gov-
ernment desires to
strengthen judiciary and the
Supreme Court as we have
no friction against the
courts, instead we are
standing with the apex
court.”

Jamali greets
Erdogan on third

consecutive victory
Independent Report

QUETTA: Speaker of
the Balochistan Provin-
cial As s embly and
Turkey’s  Honourary
Cons ul General in
Balochistan, Mir Jan
Mohammad Jamali, ex-
tended heartfelt con-
gratulations to Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on being
elected as the President
of Turkiye for the third
consecutive time.

The Speaker stated
that Erdogan's victory is
the victory of the Turk-
is h people and com-
mended his success for
the better future of
Turkey's  citizens , em-
phasizing that Erdogan's
win reflects the trust the
people have in his  lead-
ership.
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BAGHDAD: Federal Minister for Overseas Paki-
stanis and Human Resource Development, Sajid
Hussain Turi exchanging views with Ahmad
Jassim Al-Asadi, Minister for Labour, Iraq during
meeting held in Baghdad.

QUETTA: A delegation by President Pakistan Masih Ittehad Khawar Khokhar meeting with Governor
Balochistan Malik Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor BUITEMS Dr. Abdul Rehman Khan meeting with
Principal Secretary to Chief Minister Imran Gichki. Coordinator of Chief
Minister Bilal Khan Kakar is also present

Governor House told that
the Governor would ap-
prise the President about
the current scenario and
hardships being faced re-
garding the higher education
in the province.
Meanwhile the closing cer-
emony of 34th National
Games is scheduled to be
held today (Tuesday) at the
Ayub Sports Complex here.

All the necessary ar-
rangements have been final-
ized for the closing cer-
emony being staged at the
football ground located in
the Ayub Sports Complex.

As per the schedule, the
President Dr. Arif Ali
would be the chief guest at
the closing ceremony of the
mega national sports event.
However, the Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif is also expected to
grace the occasion.

The provincial minis-
ters, parliamentarians and
other dignitaries as well as
the senior office bearers of
the national sports federa-
tions and provincial sports
associations would also be
participating in the closing
ceremony.

Moreover, the athletes
and officials who partici-
pated in  the National
Games and excelled in dif-
ferent events would also be
the part of closing cer-
emony.

The chief guest would
give away the trophy of

34th National Games to the
highest medal achiever i.e.,
Pak Army.

It may be mentioned
here that Army athletes
showed splendid perfor-
mance in the 34th National
Games and secured as many
as 378 medals as by 06:15
PM on Monday. These
were included 189 gold, 126
silver and 63 bronze med-
als.

It would be for 28th
time when Army would be
winning the Quaid-e-Azam
Trophy.

Similarly, WAPDA ob-
tained total 276 medals in-
cluding 105 gold, 93 silver
and 78 bronze medals and
thus remained runner-up in
the National Games.

Then Navy secured to-
tal 108 medals including 28
gold, 32 silver and 48
bronze medals.

Balochistan managed to
remain 10th on the medal
table of National Games
with two gold, 18 silver and
30 bronze medals. Gilgit
Baltistan and AJK could
not secure any medal in the
National games.

It may be mentioned
here that over 6,000 ath-
letes and some 1,000 offi-
cials participated from four
provinces, AJK, Islamabad
and Gilgit Baltistan as well
as Army, Navy, WAPDA,
Railways and HEC, in dif-
ferent events held in con-
nection with National
Games mainly organized in
Quetta.

President  Alvi due to....
Continued from page 1

formance of regional of-
fices, including Khuzdar
and Kech.

Furthermore, meetings
with Balochistan's intellec-
tuals, representatives of the
Chamber of Commerce and
Small Industries of
Balochistan, and media
personnel are scheduled.
The Provincial Ombuds-
man of Balochistan, Nazar
Baloch, and Senior Advisor
Ghalam Sarwar Brohi, along
with the Regional Incharge
of the Federal Ombudsman
Secretariat in Khuzdar and
Kech, will accompany him
throughout the visit.

This visit aims to
strengthen the working re-
lationship between the Fed-
eral Ombudsman's Office
and the stakeholders in
Balochistan, ensuring the
effective protection of
public rights and the pro-
motion of good governance
in the province.

Federal Ombudsman
to arrive on 3-days...

woman is wearing very few
clothes, it will have an im-
pact on the men, unless
they’re robots. I mean it is
common sense”.

Marriyum alleged that
Tayyba Gul, who reached
out Imran Khan for justice
in a case against the then
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) chairman,
was abducted and held hos-
tage in the Prime Minister’s
House. The evidence, she
provided, was then used to
blackmail the NAB chair-
man so that the then oppo-
sition leaders could be put
in death cells.

All the limits were
crossed during Imran
Khan’s government to mal-
treat the women journal-
ists, she said, adding the
PTI chairman did not even
stop there and alleged that
the female media persons
deliberately sneaked into
male-concentrated gather-
ings.

“This malicious ploy
to mislead overseas Paki-
stanis and the world is
bound to fail like Cypher
and other dramas,” the
minister said while asking
Imran Khan to present evi-
dence of his new propa-
ganda of female workers
harassment.

“Either present evi-
dence or keep your mouth
shut,” she advised the PTI
chief. “This is a very seri-
ous allegation which we
cannot tolerate in any case.
Your era of blackmailing and
apathy is no more.”

Branding Imran Khan
as a “media predator”, she
said it was only the PTI
leader who could dare to
make such horrendous ac-
cusations with ou t an y
evidence. However, he
got exposed every other
day with his lies, fabricated
videos and pictures, she
added.

Continued from page 1

‘Misogynist
Imran Khan’s...

Continued from page 1

In response, the Iranian
Consul General invited Haji
Mitha Khan Kakar as the
Provincial Minister for In-
formation to visit  Iran,
which he accepted. Haji
Mitha Khan Kakar ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
Iranian Consul General and
the delegation, stating that
he feels honored by their
visit to his home. He men-
tioned that our efforts are
ongoing to establish good
relations between Iran and
Balochistan, and he will dis-
cuss the matter with the rel-
evant authorities.

Mitha notes importance....

Cooperative Council of the
two countries,” the prime
minister said, adding, “We
are eager to welcome you
on your arrival in Pakistan
for participation in the
meeting.”

He told President
Erdogan that his participa-
tion in the meeting would
further promote the strate-
gic cooperation of the two
brotherly countries in mul-
tidimensional fields.

The newly elected
President of Turkiye
thanked the prime minister
and reciprocated the warm
sentiments of goodwill.

President Erdogan also
expressed his best wishes
for the government and
people of Pakistan.

Continued from page 1
prove relations with our
beloved neighboring coun-
try, and has especially tried
to provide Pakistan with
cheap electricity, gas, and
oil.

However, it  is un-
known which factors in
Pakistan have delayed the
import of gas and oil legally.
We still have a desire to
carry out all our initiatives
related to trade with our
brotherly country, Paki-
stan, but it depends on Pa-
kistan when they will ini-
tiate this process

PM calls President Erdogan.....
Continued from page 1

with the same pace.”
“ I am certain  that

Turkiye will play a more
effective role for the peace
and stability in the Islamic
world,” he said adding,

“Your personal interest
in further solidifying and
deepening the special rela-
tionship between Pakistan
and Turkiye is a source of
strength and satisfaction”.

He said his government
was determined to work
with President Erdogan to
further solidify the bilateral
brotherly ties between the
two countries in the com-
ing days.

“We are desirous of
early holding of the seventh
meeting of the Strategic

ATC allows trial of 8 accused
of May 9 vandalism by

military courts
RAWALPINDI (APP): The
Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) Rawalpindi on
Monday directed the Su-
perintendent of Central Jail
Adiala to hand over eight
accused of vandalizing the
main gate of General Head-
quarters (GHQ) and other
sensitive installations on
May 9 to the military au-
thorities for their trial by
the military courts.

The ATC issued the
order on the application of
the Commanding Officer
for the custody of the ac-
cused detained at the Adiala
Jail.

The accused including
Ali Hassan,  Lal Shah,
Shehryar Zulfikar and
Farhad Khan were booked
by the Police Station Civil
Lines, and Muhammad
Idris, Umar Farooq, Raja
Ehsan and Abdullah by the
R A Bazaar Police Station,
Rawalpindi for vandalism
and rioting on May 9.

The court in its order
observed that the accused’s
custody (by the military

authorities) was sought on
grounds that they were
“found guilty of offences
under Sections 3, 7 and 9 of
the Official Secrets Act,
1952 [sic] read with
Section2(1)(d) of the Paki-
stan Army Act, 1952,
[which are] exclusively tri-
able by military court”.

The deputy prosecutor
general did not raise any ob-
jections to the applications
and forwarded the request
for appropriate orders, the
court observed.

Citing two previous
cases, the court accepted
the commanding officers’
request under 549(3) of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, read with Rule 7(f) of
the Criminal Procedure
(Military Offenders)
Rules, 1970.

“Superintendent Jail,
Adiala, Rawalpindi is di-
rected to hand over the cus-
tody of the above said ac-
cused person[s] to the com-
manding officer for further
proceedings in accordance
with law”

SC adjourns ECP’s
review petition regarding

elections in Punjab
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Supreme Court
on Monday adjourned
the hearing on the
Election Commission
of Pakistan’s (ECP’s)
review petition
against the top court’s
order of holding
Punjab’s general elec-
tions on May 14 till
Thursday (June 1).

A three-member
SC bench comprising
Chief Justice Umar
Ata Bandial, Justice
Ijaz Ul Ahsan and Jus-
tice Munib Akhtar
heard the case and
adjourned hearing as
the court was apprised
that a law for the re-

view of suo motu
judgements had come
into effect.

During the course
of proceedings, Attor-
ney General for Paki-
stan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman Awan said that
the Supreme Court
(Review of Judge-
ments and Orders) Bill
2023, had become a law
after the president’s
assent. He said that
the scope of review and
appeal were the same
now as per the new law.

He said that the
review appeal could
only be heard by a
larger bench.

The Attorney Gen-

eral also submitted a
notification signed by
the President to the
court and according to
the available copy of
the notification,
President Dr. Arif Alvi
approved the new law
on May 26.

The Attorney Gen-
eral also objected to
the bench and said
that the Supreme
Court Review Act had
now become a law and
the scope of revision
under the new act
would be the same as
an appeal, now only a
larger bench could
hear the review peti-
tion.

Alvi felicitates
President

Erdogan on
re-election

ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday felicitated
Turkiye’s President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on his re-
election to the office.

“His win is reflective of
the trust posed in him by the
people,” the president said
in a message to Erdogan.

Alvi said Turkiye is a
close friend and a country
with which we have had
brotherly relations for cen-
turies. “Pakistan and Turkiye
have always stood by each
other and I am confident that
our relations would continue
to prosper under your dy-
namic leadership,” he said.

Handful of PTI senators
condemn May 9 vandalism

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
group of PTI senators have
condemned the May 9 van-
dalism following the arrest
of ex-premier Imran Khan,
in which military and pri-
vate installations were
torched down including
Jinnah House Lahore.

Dr Zarka Taimur said
all PTI leaders were talking
to media person being sena-
tors to condemn ‘what hap-
pened’ on May 9.

“We love our army
and country,” she added.

PTI leader said vio-
lence against women should
be stopped and announced
she would be filing an ap-
plication in this regard and
demanded independent in-
vestigation on it. Senator
Faisal Salim a resolution has
been submitted to the Sen-
ate to condemn the events
occurred on May 9.

“This country is ours
and we are ashamed of any
harm done there,” he added.
Senator Humayun said all
of us senators condemn the
events of May 9 and what-
ever happened on that day
was ‘really sad’.

He criticized the Pa-
kistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) for shedding
crocodile tears and ques-
tioned how Memogate scan-
dal would have happened
in previous governments.

“What they are say-
ing and doing is their hy-
pocrisy,” he alleged.

Senator Seemee Ezdi
said she could not even
imagine what happened on
May 9. “My father fought
on the Burma front in World
War II and I belong to the
family of martyrs.”

She said these inci-
dents should be investi-
gated and those who are in-
volved should be punished
as per law.

She questioned how
could PTI would not stand
by those who sacrificed
their lives for the country.

“If the army does not
protect the borders, we
cannot breathe in the open
air,” the senator said.

Seemee said that she
condemned the events of
May 9 and the attack on
military installations, add-
ing that she hailed from an

army background.
She demanded that the

events of May 9 be inves-
tigated so that the perpe-
trators could be held ac-
countable.

Senator Falak Naz
paid rich tributes to the
fallen heroes of the Paki-
stan Army. She said PTI’s
manifesto is not to damage
army property.

Earlier, Leader of the
Opposition in the Senate,
Shahzad Waseem, has con-
firmed his decision to re-
main a member of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
amidst a wave of resigna-
tions within the party.

During a press confer-
ence held outside the Par-
liament on Saturday,
Shahzad Waseem strongly
condemned the protests
that took place on May 9,
which included acts of van-
dalism and arson at Jinnah
House.

Expressing his firm
stance on the matter,
Waseem stated, “All those
involved in the May 9 inci-
dent must be held account-
able.



Tuesday  May  30,  2023
Page
03

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination (IPC) Ehsan ur Rehman Mazari at
the closing ceremony of 34th National Games Tennis Event, 2023 at SDA Tennis Complex, He distrib-
uted prizes among the winners.

ISLAMABAD: A view of heavy traffic jam at
Islamabad Expressway.

Senator Anwaar ul Haq Kakar, Chairman Senate Standing Committee on Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resource Development presiding over a meeting of the Committee at Parliament House Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Student and faculty members along
with their principal Brig(R) Abdul Hafeez SI (M) of
the Frontier Scouts Cadet College Warsak Peshawar
visiting senate Museum at Parliament House.

ISLAMABAD: Laborers are busy in their work
during the Construction of Fly Over at Sector E-11
as the 30th June is the final date of its Construc-
tion, in Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: Motorcyclists sits under the dam-
age bus stop shade during rain at Islamabad Ex-
press way in the Federal Capital.

ISLAMABAD: A gypsy woman is bringing water
far away from their tent houses Colony at Sector
H-9, in Federal Capital.

Ashrafi congratulates
Erdogan on re-election
as president of Turkiye

Shallwani hails FGEHA
for timely providing 400
apartments’ possession

171 members of Pakistani
contingents sacrificed their
lives to ensure global peace

5 plots earn
CDA

Rs4.751bn
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) on Monday
auctioned five commercial
plots amounting to  Rs
4.751 billion in its devel-
oped sectors while accept-
ing the bids of successful
bidders during a ceremony
held here at the Convention
Center.

The highest bid worth
Rs 1.7 billion was received
for a commercial plot of
700 square meters located
at F-7 Markaz, followed by
another plot 666.66 square
meter plot at I-8 Markaz
sold for Rs 1.3 billion.

Meanwhile, a plot of
177.77 square meters at G-
10 Markaz and another of
711.11 square meters plot
in the D-12 sector were
sold at Rs 273 million and
890 million, respectively.

A commercial land of
1227.76 square meters at G-
9/2 Markaz for a petrol
pump sold for 845 million.

According to a press
release of the CDA, the auc-
tion received an over-
whelming response from
the potential buyers who
fully took part in the bid-
ding process.

Around 37,485
calls received
from helpline

1099
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Around 37,485 calls have
been received from helpline
1099 during the last three
months, said an official of
the Ministry of Human
Rights (MoHR) here on
Monday.

Talking to APP the
Director Helpline
Muhammad Kashif Kamal
has said that from January
to April  2023, a total num-
ber of 37,485 calls has been
registered to the helpline of
1099.

According to details
(Inbound, Outbound, Vis-
its, Applications, Fax,
emails), 37,222 calls were
received and 236  calls have
been received via Mobile
APP.

Around 426 total ser-
vices were provided by the
Ministry of Human Rights.

He further added that
people can also contact the
helpline @ mohr.gov.pk.
and the ministry will en-
sure service delivery, he
added.

Around 286 calls to
voice mails and around 390
legal advice were dealt by
the helpline.

The Ministry will en-
sure service delivery and
redressal of the complaints
by Pakistani citizens, he
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Secretary, Ministry  of
Housing and Works Iftikhar
Ali Shallwani on Monday
appreciated the efforts of
the Federal Government
Employees Housing Au-
thority (FGEHA) for
timely providing the 400
apartments’ possession to
the allottees.

During a visit  to
Scheme-33, Gulzar-e-Hijri,
Karachi, he directed the
concerned to timely com-
plete the project and hand
over the residential plots to
the allottees as well, said a
news release.

Iftikhar Shallwani also
inspected initiatives under-
taken by the Authority to

provide affordable housing
options to the people of
Karachi.

He was briefed on the
progress made so far, chal-
lenges faced and future
plans for the ongo ing
project.

Iftikhar Shallwani em-
phasized the need for more
such projects for the people
of Karachi, adding that the
importance of providing
quality housing options to
the masses and directed the
project director to ensure
that the necessary infra-
structure and facilities were
in place for the residents.

He also assured his full
support and cooperation in
their future endeavours.

Address climate disaster, inequalities

Insufficient gendered data hinders
effective policy implementation: Romina
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM)
and Convener Parliamen-
tary Taskforce on Sustain-
able Development Goals
(SDGs), Romina Khurhsid
Alam on Monday said lack
of gendered data hinders
effective policy implemen-
tation to address climate
disaster issues and inequali-
ties.

Speaking at the con-
sultative workshop titled
“Gender Policy and Eco-
nomic Development: Ap-

plying the Disaster Resil-
ience Lens” organized by
Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI), in
collaboration with British
High Commission’s Rev-
enue Mobilisation, Invest-
ment and Trade (REMIT)
programme here, the
SAPM said gender inequal-
ity was an international is-
sue which required targeted
policy interventions with a
bottom-up approach.

SAPM Romina
Khurshid Alam said that
women being half of popu-

lation were at the center of
development agenda and
pivotal for effectively cata-
lyzing change. She said that
collaboration and knowl-
edge sharing could help
strengthen responses to
novel and evolving chal-
lenges. She also informed
that the  Parliamentary
Taskforce on SDGs and
SDPI were collaborating to
initiate a regional parliamen-
tary consortium to over-
come gender inequalities in
the region and join forces
on the issue.

Senior Responsible
Owner (SRO), REMIT,
Naghma-e-Tehniat reiter-
ated British government’s
commitment to addressing
gender and climate issues.
She said  that since the
floods in 2022, the focus
has been directed to review
of policies for gendered im-
pact analysis and address
these issues. Joint Execu-
tive Director, SDPI, Dr
Vaqar Ahmed said that with
higher incidence of climate
disasters, current knowl-
edge must be utilized.

RTI Act empowers
citizens to improve
governance: Shoaib

ANF arrest 11 drug
peddlers, recover huge

quantity of drugs

COMSTECH successfully
conducts 400 free eye
cataract surgeries in
N’Djamena, Chad

HEC training for
IPFP Fellows’ Cohort-I

of 2023 concludes

AIOU employees
welfare association

takes oath
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Vice Chancellor, Allama
Iqbal Open University
(AIOU), Prof. Dr. Nasir
Mahmood on Monday said
that employees should

perform their duties
with honesty, hard work,
and sincere spirit for the
overall development of the
organization.

In his speech at the
oath-taking ceremony of
the newly elected office
bearers of the Employees
Welfare Association

(EWA), he said that
employees  who work
hard would be encouraged
and their rights would
also be fulfilled as per the
rules.

The Vice-Chancellor
said on this occasion that
we should all focus on our
responsibilities.

Dr. Nasir, while ap-
preciating the efforts of all
the previous leadership and
administration of AIOU,
said that they all played
their role in the development
of AIOU strategically, and
with their sincere efforts,
AIOU is included in the
“mega universities of the
world”.

He said that we must
learn from past experiences
and should work together
for the prosperity  of
AIOU.

IHC seeks
progress report

regarding
Sami’s recovery
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Monday sought
geofencing and progress re-
ports in the petitions re-
garding the recovery of
anchorperson Sami
Ibrahim.

Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq heard the case seek-
ing recovery of the
anchorperson who went
missing few days back.

The petitioner’s law-
yer Raja Aamer Abbasi said
his client was suffering from
various diseases. His
client’s geofencing had al-
ready been conducted and
its report was awaited. The
last location of Sami
Ibrahim was found in the
Judicial Colony
Rawalpindi.

The Senior Superin-
tendent of Police Islamabad
said the police had searched
the area and found nothing
about Sami Ibrahim . He
said they were trying to lo-
cate the journalist through
geofencing and had also
written to the Intelligence
Bureau.

The police officer said
the driver of the missing
anchor told about the two
vehicles but their registra-
tion numbers were unread-
able.

The counsel for the
state said a call was made
to the cell phone of Sami
Ibrahim at 11:01 p.m. in the
night of incident.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Ulema Council
Chairman and Prime
Minister’s Special Repre-
sentative on Interfaith Har-
mony and Middle East,
Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi, on
Monday extended heartfelt
congratulations to Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on his mo-
mentous re-election as
President of the Republic
of Turkiye.

He, in a talk with APP,
said this historic achieve-
ment underscored the un-
wavering trust and confi-
dence placed by the Turk-
ish people in President
Erdogan’s exceptional lead-
ership. It was a testament
to his remarkable vision and
dedication in  steering
Turkiye towards progress
and prosperity, he added.

Chairman Ashrafi ap-
plauded President
Erdogan’s dynamic leader-
ship, which had played a
pivo tal role in shaping
Turkiye’s trajectory and
enhancing its standing on
the global stage adding that
the Turkish people’s re-

sounding endorsement of
President Erdogan’s presi-
dency served as a shining
example of his steadfast
commitment to serving their
best interests.

Under President
Erdogan’s astute guidance,
he said Turkiye had wit-
nessed remarkable growth
across various sectors, fos-
tering socioeconomic devel-
opment and fostering har-
mony among diverse com-
munities. “His inclusive
approach and unwavering
commitment to interfaith
harmony have contributed
significantly to fostering
unity and understanding
within  Turkiye and be-
yond,” he maintained.

Chairman Ashrafi re-
affirmed Pakistan Ulema
Council’s commitment to
further strengthen the bilat-
eral ties between Pakistan
and Turkiye, based on
shared values and mutual
respect. “We look forward
to continuing our collabo-
rative efforts in promoting
peace, interfaith harmony,
and prosperity in the re-
gion,” he maintained.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Some 171 members includ-
ing 27 officers of Pakistani
contingents serving in UN
Peacekeeping mission have
sacrificed their lives to en-
sure international peace

On the occasion 75th
International Day of Peace
Missions which is  cel-
ebrated on 29th May ev-
ery year. The sacrifices of
Pakistani peacekeepers
highlight the country’s re-
solve and commitment to-
wards international peace.

For the past 75 years,
UN peacekeeping missions
contributed to the rehabili-
tation and welfare of mil-
lions of people living in
war-torn areas of the world.

Since their first de-
ployment in Congo in 1960,
225,000 security personnel
of Pakistan have performed
these duties with utmost
dedication and profession-
alism under the flag of the
United Nations in 48 coun-
tries of the world.

Being a part of the UN
peacekeeping mission, Pa-
kistan strongly supported
the initiatives of the United
Nations like “A4P” and
“A4P” to enable the peace-
keeping missions and en-
sure the safety of the per-
sonnel involved in the dif-
ficult and war-torn areas.

Pakistan, as a respon-
sible state, has fully com-
plied with the UN Charter
by ensuring all possible as-
sistance to the UN Mission
in Pakistan and India.

Immense sacrifices,
professionalism and com-
mitment to the cause re-
mained the hallmark of Pa-
kistani contingents while
discharging these global ob-
ligations.

Pakistan as a nation
strongly supports the
United Nations’
endeavours for sustainable
global peace and will con-
tinue to offer its services
under the charter of the
United Nations.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Higher Education
Commission (HEC) has or-
ganized certificate distribu-
tion ceremony for Cohort-
I of 2023 of the National
Faculty Development
Programme for IPFP Fel-
lows at National Academy
of Higher Education
(NAHE).

Interim Placement of
Fresh PhDs (IPFP)
programme of HEC pro-
vides an opportunity to
fresh PhDs to obtain aca-
demic experience and
mentorship for one year in
Higher Education Institu-
tions (HEIs), federal/pro-
vincial government post-
graduate colleges or public
sector R&D organizations,
prior to their formal entry
into the academic job mar-
ket.

Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed, the chief
guest of the ceremony, ap-
preciated for the partici-
pants for their performance
in the three-week intensive
programme and
emphasised the exemplary
role of teachers in the con-
tinuous progress of Paki-
stan.

He encouraged the
participants to try new
methods, take on chal-
lenges, and set high targets

and achieve them.
Emphasising the im-

portance of professional de-
velopment, Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed affirmed that a
teacher not only taught cur-
riculum but also played a
crucial role in polishing stu-
dents’ attitude and skills.

In her welcome ad-
dress, Managing Director
NAHE,  Noor Amna
Malik extended congratu-
lations to the participants
who had su ccessfully
completed the training
programme.

She emphasised the
importance of implement-
ing advanced knowledge
and practices learned by
fresh PhD graduates.

She highlighted the
modern society’s demands
for updated information,
high-quality teaching, and
learning from teachers. She
informed the audience that
various other new initiatives
were under consideration for
capacity building of Higher
Education Institutions
(HEIs) faculty and admin-
istration at different stages
of their careers.

NFDP is structured to
accelerate the transfer of es-
sential knowledge, skills,
and attitudes in three di-
mensions of a successful
career as a faculty member.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF) while conducting
operations in different ar-
eas across the country, ar-
rested 11 accused including
two women and recovered
170 kg of drugs from their
possession, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman.

He said that in an op-
eration near Islamabad
Motorway Toll Plaza, one
kg of heroin was recovered
from the possession of a
drug smuggler, a resident of
Khyber.

In another operation in
E-11 Islamabad, 70 intoxi-
cated tablets were recov-
ered from the possession of
an accused, resident of
Lahore.

At Karachi Interna-
tional Airport, five kg of
heroin was recovered from
the possession of an Abu-
Dhabi-bound female pas-
senger, a resident of
Karachi, going on flight no
EY-201.

Near Karachi Super

Highway, four kg of hash-
ish was recovered from the
possession of a female drug
smuggler resident of
Karachi.

The spokesman in-
formed that a bid to smuggle
drugs from Afghanistan to
Pakistan was also foiled as
ANF and Frontier Corps
(FC) managed to recover
111 kg hashish from the
possession of five accused
residents of Khyber,
rounded up at Pak-Afghan
Border check post.

The ANF at Bacha
Khan International Airport
Peshawar, 7640 intoxicated
tablets were recovered from
the possession of a Lon-
don-bound passenger, resi-
dent of Birmingham, going
on flight no EK-637.

About 49 kg of hash-
ish was recovered from an
abandoned house near the
Quetta-Kuchlak bypass.

Cases have been reg-
istered against the accused
while further investigations
are under process.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Chief Information Commis-
sioner Shoaib Ahmad
Siddiqui has said that the
Right to Information Act,
2017 empowers every citi-
zen of the country to im-
prove governance signifi-
cantly through the power
of knowledge and raising
questions in the right pow-
erful way.

Talking to APP here on
Monday, the Information
Commissioner said that the
RTI Act brings an end to
the concept of careless citi-
zenship and makes every
Pakistani responsible to ask
for information if they find
anything doubtful in run-
ning the affairs of the gov-
ernment at any level.

“Applicant can file an
application on plain paper
to the head of the depart-
ment elaborating which in-
formation is required. If the
applicant does not receive
an answer up to the satis-
faction within 10 or even
20 days, RTI can be con-
tacted Commission through
an email to

appeals@rti.gov.pk or
through the post without
visiting the” he explained.

The aim of RTI is to
improve governance
through transparency, the
Commissioner said adding
that currently, they have
received more than 3000
appeals and half of them
have been disposed of.

He said that the RTI
Act encourages citizens to
take an active part in im-
proving governance. He
highlighted that it  is a
people-centric and public-
friendly law due to which
citizens can take an inter-
est in the affairs of the gov-
ernment through framing
the good question.

He said that the inclu-
sion of citizens will make
government officials mind-
ful, careful and efficient and
will double the quality of
governance. The commis-
sioner said that Abrupt and
unplanned criticism helps
none. “Come to a proper
forum with practical ques-
tions and enjoy the posi-
tive outcome”, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
COMSTECH, in collabo-
ration with the Islamic De-
velopment Bank (IsDB)
and Layton Rehmatullah
Benevolent Trust, success-
fully completed 400 cata-
ract surgeries in the least
developed country of OIC
in Africa, the Republic of
Chad.

This initiative aimed at
addressing the urgent eye
care needs of the people of
N’Djamena. Over the
course of eight days,

a team of dedicated
ophthalmologists from Pa-
kistan organized and con-
ducted a free Eye Camp in
severe weather conditions,
leaving a lasting impact on
the lives of hundreds of in-
dividuals.

According to
COMSTECH, this camp
aimed not only to provide
much-needed eye surgeries
but also to enhance local
capacity through training
and awareness campaigns.

Pakistani ophthal-
mologists, renowned for
their expertise in the field,
shared their knowledge and
skills with local doctors,
training them in the latest

cataract surgery techniques.
In addition, post-op-

erative examinations were
conducted to ensure opti-
mal patient recovery.

An important compo-
nent of the initiative was the
launch of an awareness
campaign targeting youth,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of preventive mea-
sures to avoid avoidable
blindness.

By engaging with the
younger generation,
COMSTECH aims to cre-
ate a sustainable impact on
eye health, fostering a cul-
ture of proactive eye care.

Moving forward.
COMSTECH, in collabo-
ration with IsDB, has
planned to provide a two-
year specialized post-
graduate training program to
16 African ophthalmolo-
gists in diabetic retinopathy
and glaucoma surgery at lo-
cal institutes.

This program would
build a strong foundation
of expertise within the
African continent, fur-
ther advancing eye care
capabilities and ensuring
long-term sustainability
in the region.

Funeral prayer of Police
official offered at Police

Lines Headquarters
Independent Report

ISLAMABAD: Funeral prayer of Islamabad capital po-
lice Constable Muhammad Shafiq was offered at Police
Lines Headquarters. CPO Headquarters Awais Ahmad,
SSP Logistic Division Muhammad Sarfraz Virk, SSP
Safe City Shahzada Umar Abbas Babar and a large num-
ber of police officials offered the funeral prayer.

According to the details, the funeral prayer of Con-
stable Muhammad Shafiq posted at the Logistic divi-
sion of Islamabad capital police was offered at Police
Lines Headquarters. Late police officer was shifted to
hospital due to a heart attack but he could not survive
and was reunited with his real Creator. A smartly turned-
out contingent of the police personnel presented a guard
of honour. Police officers shouldered the coffins and
later the bodies were sent to his respective native town in
district Faisalabad, Punjab.

The Inspector General of Police Islamabad Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan condoled with the family of the deceased and
assured the grieved families of full support from the de-
partment and that their family would be taken care of.
Constable Muhammad Shafiq left behind two daughters
and one son.
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Why UNSC reform is elusive

Pakistan’s regional policy

Prison expressions Superbug threat

Maleeha Lodhi

The world has seen sweep-
ing geopolitical changes
over the past 70 years. The
international landscape has
been fundamentally trans-
formed by the dispersion of
power more widely among
states. This redistribution
of global power is a dy-
namic process and contin-
ues apace, accelerated by
economic and technological
developments of the 21st
century. The shift in eco-
nomic power from the West
to the rest is one of the de-
fining features of the con-
temporary world. Multi-
polarity is an increasing re-
ality. So too is the fact that
in a diverse, complex and
interconnected world even
the most powerful coun-
tries cannot achieve out-
comes on their own and
need the help of allies.

The institutional ar-
chitecture of the interna-

tional system, however, re-
mains the product of a spe-
cific historical era. Interna-
tional institutions — the
Bretton Woods twins, IMF
and World Bank, and the
United Nations — created
in 1944-1945, reflect the
realities of that time. The
structure and composition
of the UN’s premier organ,
the Security Council, re-
flect the historical arrange-
ment reached 78 years ago
by the victors of World War
II. They became the five
permanent members of the
Council that has 10 non-
permanent elected mem-
bers. Possession of the
veto power further but-
tressed the P5’s position
and created an inequality
that persists to date. Thus
the UN body charged with
primary responsibility for
the maintenance of interna-
tional peace and security
and whose decisions are
supposed to be binding re-
mains anchored in the past.

Calls for reform of the
15-member Council have
been heard over the decades
from countries across the
world. Most recently, UN
Secretary General António
Guterres again added his
voice to these calls. Speak-
ing at a press conference
last week in Japan, on the

sidelines of the Group of
Seven summit, he said it
was time to reform both the
Security Council and
Bretton Woods institutions
to align them with the “re-
alities of today’s world”.
These institutions, he
added, reflect the power
relations of 1945 and
needed to be updated.

It isn’t as if efforts for
reform haven’t been under-
taken. Since 2009 talks have
been going on to reform the
Security Council in infor-
mal sessions of the General
Assembly. The GA which
created the intergovernmen-
tal negotiations process set
the goal of comprehensive
Council reform involving
five equally important and
interlinked issues. These
are: categories of member-
ship, veto, regional repre-
sentation, size and working
methods of an expanded
Council, and the relation-
ship between the Security
Council and General As-
sembly.

There is general agree-
ment among countries on
reform and increasing the
Council size, with more
representation for develop-
ing states, especially Af-
rica. But beyond agreement
to make the Council more
representative by additional

non-permanent members
and improving its working
methods, consensus on
other issues has been elu-
sive. The question of veto
continues to be a source of
intense contention while
convergence on other issues
has emerged over the years.
Dialogue has never broken
down but fundamental dif-
ferences persist, which con-
tinue to hold up reform.

The principal dis-
agreement, mainly respon-
sible for slow progress in
decades-long negotiations,
is between countries that
aspire for permanent seats
for themselves and others
who oppose this and, in-
stead, propose enlarging the
Council by adding more
elected, non-permanent
members. This has put the
so-called G4 — Germany,
Japan, India and Brazil —
at odds with the Uniting for
Consensus (UFC) coun-
tries led by Italy and in-
cluding Pakistan, Argentina,
Mexico, Republic of Korea,
Canada and other like-
minded states. G4 countries
support more permanent
members as well as addi-
tional non-permanent seats,
while asserting their claim
to permanent membership
ostensibly on grounds of
their economic strength,

political standing and con-
tributions to the UN. They
back each other for Council
membership and have also
secured support from some
P5 countries. For example,
the US and UK support
Japan, Germany, Brazil and
India for permanent mem-
bership. The common Af-
rican position is support for
expansion in both perma-
nent and non-permanent
categories. This is predi-
cated on the view that the
continent’s under-represen-
tation is an act of historical
injustice, which should be
addressed.

The UFC group, in
which Pakistan has always
played an active role, calls
for comprehensive reform
and seeks a Council that is
more representative, ac-
countable, democratic and
effective by adding elected
members who can counter-
balance the power of the
veto-wielding P5 countries.
The UFC argues that the
Council’s frequent dead-
lock and paralysis is due to
discord and the clashing in-
terests of the P5, which
prevents it from playing the
role expected of it and en-
joined by the Charter. Add-
ing more permanent mem-
bers with veto powers will
only compound this dys-

function, not end it.
Pakistan voices the

position of other UFC
countries by arguing that
reform should not reinforce
inequality  and preserve
privilege for a few, but give
all member states, big, me-
dium and small, a chance to
serve on the Council by ro-
tating elected seats. This
would make the body more
representative of the mem-
bership. Moreover, in the
democratic era, reform
should be in sync with the
spirit of the age. The prin-
ciple of election is the bed-
rock of democracy. That
should also apply to Coun-
cil reform. More elected
members will make it more
democratic and accountable
to the general membership.

The G4 and UFC
don’t just have divergent
perspectives. They have
conflicting visions about
the nature and future of the
UN. One vision seeks to
accord privileged status to
a handful of countries on
the basis of ‘permanence’.
The other wants to see the
organisation embody the
principles of democracy
and representativeness and
offer opportunities to all
states to become Council
members.  -- Courtesy
Dawn

Huma Yusuf

On a hill in Johannesburg,
in the remnants of what
used to be a prison block
for detainees awaiting trial,
a flame of democracy now
burns perpetually. This is
Constitution Hill, the site
of the country’s supreme
constitutional court, which
was established in 1993 as
part of South Africa’s first
post-apartheid constitu-
tion. Standing before that
flame last week while re-
ceiving news from home, I
enjoyed a glimmer of hope.

This is not, of course,
to compare PTI’s defecting
leadership and spurned
supporters with the lead-
ers of the passive resistance
and anti-apartheid move-
ments. But it is to say that
democracy, however
flawed, is always preferable
to authoritarianism. And
that strong-arm tactics are,
in the long run, often
galvanising.

Constitution Hill rests
on the site of
Johannesburg’s oldest
prison, where both Nelson
Mandela and Gandhi were
incarcerated. In the 1950s
and 1960s, the facility over-
flowed with political pris-
oners, Asians and black Af-
ricans thrown in detention
for defying pass laws (the
requirement for non-white
South Africans to carry ap-
propriate documentation
to enter white-only areas).
The prison is now a mu-
seum.

Visitors can tour the
old prison, hearing harrow-
ing accounts — including
from previous prisoners —
of the overcrowded, dis-
ease-ridden cells . The
museum’s narratives do not
shy away from detailed de-
scriptions of the daily hu-

miliations that prisoners
endured, including being
stripped and monitored in
toilets. Nor do they censor
the accounts of torture —
the lashings, sexual abuse
and indefinite detention in
isolation cells, airless con-
tainers just over an arm-
span long. My response
was visceral — nausea, diz-
ziness.

One of the museum’s
final rooms took my breath
away, however. Instead of
artefacts recalling prison
horrors, one cell resembles
a modern art museum; it is
replete with figurines,
sculptures and abstract
imaginings. The annotation
explained that on Sundays,
prison officials would in-
spect communal cells in the
prison, and that inmates
would prepare for these
visits by fashioning deco-
rations and curios out of the
few objects they could
claim: their blankets, shreds
of toilet paper, leftover
soap bars. The prisoners
with the most imaginative
creations would win privi-
leges for the week — an
extra slice of bread, a taste
of dry cake.

Although motivated
by the transactional, the
prison art is a celebration
of the enduring humanity of
inmates. Two former pris-
oners created the objects on
display, recalling the cre-
ations of their peers. There
are blankets reshaped into
blooming flowers and
bouncing rabbits, impro-
vised papier mâché figures
in gentle embraces but also
in the throes of despair, and
charming cattle carved from
soap. Incarcerated, abused,
dehumanised, the inmates
of Number Four jail man-
aged to reclaim beauty and
free expression, and sur-
vive.

The objects I saw re-
minded me of the recourse
to art sought by Ahmed
Rabbani, a former prisoner
at Guantánamo Bay, whose
prison artwork recently in-
spired an exhibition at
Karachi’s Indus Valley
School of Art and Architec-
ture. Rabbani was mistak-

enly identified by the US
as a terrorist, and remained
in detention for 20 years
without facing formal
charges. A story about him
in these pages described
how he made paintings to
cope with the humiliations
and torture that defined his
incarceration — images that
were seized by the US mili-
tary on the basis that they
threatened national secu-
rity.

Why dwell on prison
art at this political juncture
in Pakistan? It is clear that
a crackdown is upon us. A
political party is being sys-
tematically dismantled, its
former leadership silenced,
its supporters hou-n-ded
with the threat of military
trials, their treatment a
chilling warning to all those
who may critique the secu-
rity establishment too
openly. The government
and much of the media are
complicit, for fear of their
own eradication. Who
could blame those who
choose to retreat from po-
litical life or any form of
public activism?

And this is where art
plays a key role in keeping
democratic ideals alive. We
have been in such dark times
before — more overtly op-
pressive with a military
man at the helm. It is no
coincidence that the 1980s
were a golden era of Paki-
stani art: thoughtful televi-
sion, resistance theatre and
dance, subversive fine art,
political satire, long-form
journalism.

The PTI has not been
a champion of Pakistani
arts, preferring to glorify
Turkish soap operas. But
in this next difficult era, art-
ists and dreamers will have
to play a part in rehabili-
tating public perceptions of
democracy, and expanding
the notion of politics be-
yond anti-authoritarianism
to encompass inclusion,
freedom of faith and climate
justice. As Constitution Hill
suggests, celebrating hu-
manity and keeping ideals
alive may be our route to
an enduring democracy.  --
Courtesy Dawn

Jamil Ahmad

The spectre of global pub-
lic health emergencies, as
we saw in the case of
Covid-19, is lurking in the
shadows of the current cli-
mate and environmental cri-
sis. One such emergency is
the rise of antimicrobial re-
sistance, or AMR, which
could push world econo-
mies into a spin again, with
similarly disastrous conse-
quences as the recent pan-
demic. The WHO consid-
ers AMR to be among the
top 10 threats to global
health.

At a time when the
world is concerned with
slow progress on the Sus-
tainable Development
Goals, thanks to financial
problems caused by climate
and conflict, AMR, if not
checked, can hit global
GDP with a loss of $3.4
trillion by 2030, according
to World Bank estimates.
Worsening the woes of the
Global South, it is set to
push another 24 million
people below the poverty
line as healthcare costs spike
and productivity reduces.

Driven mostly by the
overuse and misuse of anti-
microbials, AMR leads to
drug-resistant pathogens.
As the current generation of
antibiotics becomes ineffec-
tive, costs of treatment are
rising, putting a heavier bur-
den on patients and the
weak healthcare systems in
poor countries. Up to 5m
deaths annually are associ-
ated with AMR, mostly in
developing countries.

Scientific research on
the origin , drivers and
spread of AMR shows that
the overuse and misuse of
antimicrobials are not the
only reasons for the emer-
gence of drug-resistant

pathogens. Other drivers
include lack of access to
clean water, poor healthcare
systems, and the weak en-
forcement of the law to
control biological and
chemical pollution emanat-
ing from pharmaceutical
and other industries.

When damaged and
degraded, nature becomes,
simultaneously, a driver and
multiplier of risk. Several
international and national
health emergencies in recent
times have their origins in
the human-induced degra-
dation of nature. Pollution
and waste are destroying
ecosystems, irreversibly in
many cases, and are a lead-
ing cause of the spread of
numerous diseases afflict-
ing humans. Outbreaks of
zoonotic diseases — those
that jump from wildlife to
human populations — like
avian flu, foot-and-mouth
disease, Ebola, Covid-19,
and monkeypox, are linked
to environmental degrada-
tion and biodiversity loss.

Over 70 per cent of all
antimicrobials in the world
are administered to animals
raised for food. Such a
heavy intake is also leading
to drug-resistant infections
in both animals and hu-
mans.

Scientific insights into
the origin and drivers of
pandemics and other
threats to public health re-
emphasise the inextricable
and growing links between
the environment and health.
Initially, AMR was probed
with a focus on human
health and agriculture, but
a fresh line of research takes
a close look at the environ-
mental dimension of AMR.
UNEP’s recent report —
Bracing for Superbugs:
Strengthening environmen-
tal action in the one-health
response to antimicrobial
resistance — reveals strong
evidence that environmen-
tal degradation due to pol-
lution and waste exacer-
bates the development,
spread and transmission
of AMR; by the same to-
ken, a healthy environ-
ment can serve as a safe-
guard against AMR.

The report highlights
the linkages bet-ween the
health of people, animals,
plants, and the environ-
ment and promotes a one-
health approach — ad-
dressing human, animal and
environmental health si-
multaneously — and pro-
files how the interplay
bet-ween climate change
and AMR, both human-in-
duced, can lead to serious
problems for people and
how both can be mitiga-ted
by urgent human action
through reducing pollution
and waste, rev-ersing
nat-ure loss, and
add--ressing glo-bal warm-
ing. Pha-r-m-a-ce-uti-cals
and chemicals-manufactur-
ing, food and agriculture,
and healthcare delivery
systems are identified as
three key economic-sector
value chains that influence
AMR’s development and
spread. In fact, antimicro-
bial resistance could trig-
ger up to 10m deaths an-
nually by 2050.

In many developing
countries, the discharge of
untreated waste from
chemical industries into
waterways and the inter-
action of wildlife and feral
animals with municipal and
medical waste in landfills
and open dumps also con-
tribute to the spread of
AMR.

Four UN agencies,
UNEP, FAO, WHO and the
World Organisation on Ani-
mal Health, have jointly
developed a Global Action
Plan on AMR and are pro-
moting international col-
laboration for a one-health
response on AMR. A fund-
ing facility provides policy
advice, technical assistance,
and capacity-strengthening
pro-g-r-a-mmes and has
supported 170 countries to
finalise national AMR ac-
tion plans. Linking AMR
plans with environmental
and climate strategies and
raising public awareness —
with the support of govern-
ments and health practitio-
ners — will be key to tack-
ling the growing threat of
AMR superbugs.  -- Cour-
tesy Dawn

Javid Husain

It is axiomatic that
Pakistan’s regional policy
should be anchored to
ground realities instead of
being based on wishful
thinking and pious hopes.
Historical record, however,
reveals that in many cases
our regional policy fell short
of this ideal and in the pro-
cess severely compromised
our national security and
economic interests.

Pakistan’s Kashmir
and Afghanistan policies of
the 1990s are prime ex-
amples of the mismanage-
ment of our regional affairs
leading to serious harmful
consequences which con-
tinue to haunt the country.
Even our current regional
policy suffers from serious
shortcomings and is riddled
with contradictions. The
need of the hour is to ana-
lyze closely the emerging
regional and global security
environment with a view to

recommending a regional
policy in the best interest
of Pakistan.

The defining features
of the evolving regional se-
curity environment are the
growing sway of Hindutva
or Hindu nationalism in In-
dia, the rapid rise in India’s
economic and military
power, and its hegemonic
designs in South Asia and
the Indian Ocean regions.
The huge rightward shift in
Indian politics since
Narendra Modi-led BJP’s
landslide victory in the gen-
eral elections in 2014 poses
a serious threat to
Pakistan’s security.

The Hindutva-driven
policies of the Indian gov-
ernment appear to be deeply
influenced by Kautilya’s
‘Arthashastra’ which in the
words of Henry Kissinger
“sets out, with dispassion-
ate clarity, a vision of how
to establish and guard a state
while neutralizing, subvert-
ing, and (when opportune
conditions have been estab-
lished) conquering its neigh-
bors” (World Order, p195).

The threat to Pakistan
posed by a Hindutva-driven
India is exacerbated by its
hegemonic designs in South
Asia and the Indian Ocean
regions. India’s hegemonic
strategic goals have been
well encapsulated by noted

Indian security analyst C
Raja Mohan: “India’s grand
strategy divides the world
into three concentric circles.
In the first, which encom-
passes the immediate neigh-
borhood, India has sought
primacy and a veto over the
actions of outside powers.

“In the second, which
encompasses the so-called
extended neighborhood
stretching across Asia and
the Indian Ocean littoral,
India has sought to balance
the influence of other pow-
ers and prevent them from
undercutting its interests. In
the third, which includes the
entire global stage, India has
tried to take its place as one
of the great powers, a key
player in international
peace and security.” (‘India
and the Balance of Power’,
Foreign Affairs, July-Au-
gust,2006). Raja Mohan
then goes on to describe Pa-
kistan as an obstacle in the
realization of India’s strate-
gic ambitions.

The rapid rise in
India’s economic and mili-
tary power over the past
three decades has provided
it with the resources to pur-
sue its strategic ambitions in
the South Asia and Indian
Ocean regions. According to
the latest estimates, India’s
GDP and military expendi-
ture are $3736 billion and

$81.4 billion respectively as
against the corresponding
figures of $376 billion and
$11 billion for Pakistan.

These developments
at the regional level need to
be seen in the context of the
growing US-China rivalry
which extends to almost all
aspects of national activity
covering political, security,
economic, commercial, tech-
nical, and cultural fields.
China’s GDP in PPP terms
is projected to be $33,014
billion in 2023 as against
$26,854 billion for America.
China is also rapidly build-
ing up its military power
and world-wide political,
economic, commercial, tech-
nical and transportation
links. The US sees in a rap-
idly rising China a potent
challenge to its global hege-
mony, especially  in the
Indo-Pacific region.

The US has responded
to the challenge posed by
China’s rise by developing
a string of alliances or stra-
tegic partnerships around
China to contain it. India is
the central figure in the
American policy of contain-
ment of China in the Indo-
Pacific region. Indo-US co-
operation in strategic, secu-
rity, economic, technical,
and scientific fields has
unsurprisingly witnessed
tremendous growth over the

past two decades, especially
since March 2005 when the
US formally declared its in-
tention “to help India be-
come a major world power
in the 21st century”. India’s
chairmanship of the G20
summit to be held in India
in September this year re-
flects its increasing interna-
tional clout.

Other major partici-
pants of the US policy of
containment of China in the
Indo-Pacific region are Ja-
pan, South Korea, the Phil-
ippines, and Australia.
Washington has also em-
ployed world-wide eco-
nomic, commercial, techni-
cal, and cultural instruments
of policy to  pressurize
China and slow down its
economic growth besides
overt and covert means to
undermine China’s internal
political stability.

America’s policy of
containment of China is not
a short-term phenomenon.
It is a long-term develop-
ment which will be the de-
fining feature of the interna-
tional security environment
for the remainder of the 21st
century with far-reaching
strategic implications for the
rest of the world. It also pro-
vides conclusive evidence
that when it comes to a
crunch, geopolitics always
trumps geoeconomics.

The rapidly growing
US-India strategic coopera-
tion to contain China will be
the most important factor in
determining the nature and
direction of the US policies
towards South Asia. It will
obviously upset the strate-
gic balance in South Asia in
favour of India if Pakistan
does not take necessary
countervailing measures. An
important plank of the US
policy towards South Asia
would be to help India es-
tablish its hegemony in the
region so that the whole re-
gion including Pakistan acts
as a barrier to the expansion
of China’s power and influ-
ence in South Asia and the
Indian Ocean regions.

India’s growing power
and international stature in
conjunction with its hege-
monic ambitions in the re-
gion and outstanding Paki-
stan-India disputes, espe-
cially on Occupied Kash-
mir, should be a source of
serious concern to Pakistan
which historically has faced
and continues to face an en-
during threat to its security
emanating from New Delhi.
Unfortunately, Pakistan’s
regional policy lacks clarity
of purpose in facing the long-
term Indian threat to its se-
curity and is riddled with
contradictions.  -- Courtesy
TheNews

Combating Inflation
Addressing the pressing issue
of inflation and its impact on
the poor, Governor Malik Abdul
Wali Khan Kakar of Balochistan
has shed light on the factors
aggravating the difficulties
faced by the underprivileged.
In particular, he has empha-
sized the role of hoarding,
smuggling, and the need for
cooperation from the All Paki-
stan Flour Mills Association in
resolving these challenges.
Such candid statements from
the Governor not only reflect
the severity of the situation but
also highlight the importance
of collaboration in finding ef-
fective solutions.

Inflation, especially when
coupled with the hoarding of
essential commodities such as
wheat and flour, has a devas-
tating effect on the lives of or-
dinary people, particularly
those living below the poverty
line. As Governor Kakar rightly
points out, this dire situation
necessitates the involvement
of key stakeholders, including
the chairpersons and officials
of the All Pakistan Flour Mills
Association. These individuals
possess the power to alleviate
the suffering of the impover-
ished by ensuring the unre-
stricted transportation of
goods at the interprovincial
level. The commitment of the
association’s representatives
to cooperate with federal and
provincial authorities is a step
in the right direction.

During a recent meeting with
the chairpersons and officials
of the All Pakistan Flour Mills
Association, Governor Kakar
demonstrated his determina-
tion to address the underlying
issues. By engaging with rep-
resentatives from all four prov-
inces, he recognized the impor-
tance of a collective effort to
combat the crisis at hand. This
inclusive approach showcases
a commitment to cross-regional
cooperation and signifies a posi-
tive shift towards resolving food
security challenges.

The Governor’s
acknowledgement of the link
between food security and nu-
trition highlights the holistic
nature of the problem. Provid-
ing standardized and nutri-
tious food to the people is not
only an essential component
of addressing their immediate
needs but also a vital aspect of
ensuring their long-term well-
being. By advocating for policy-
making at the national level
and emphasizing the necessity
of a strong economic system,
Governor Kakar underscores
the interconnectedness of vari-
ous sectors and the impor-
tance of considering the
broader implications of our ac-
tions.

To truly address the chal-
lenges faced by the poor, it is
imperative that all stakehold-
ers work together. The govern-
ment, private sector, and civil
society must collaborate to
tackle issues of hoarding,
smuggling, and food security.
Only through collective action
can we hope to create a more
equitable society and provide
a brighter future for all. As citi-
zens, we must hold our lead-
ers accountable and support
initiatives aimed at combating
inflation and ensuring access
to essential commodities. By
doing so, we contribute to the
creation of a more inclusive
and prosperous society.
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LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhammad Balighur Rahman addressing
condolence reference ceremony organized to pay tribute to the services of
Mumtaz Ahmad Tahir, founder and leader of Daily Aftab and central leader of
APNS, at Governor House.

LAHORE: Minister of Federal Education and Professional Training of
Pakistan Rana Tanveer Hussain distributing the awarding certificates among
students during the opening ceremony of E-Employment Smart Class Room
at Lahore College for Women University in Provincial Capital.

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali inaugurates
the mobile screening project of the Khyber Eye Foundation during his visit
to Shaheed Ahmad Elahi school Gulbahar.

KARACHI: Smoke fumes can be seen rising from a fire that erupted at a
plastics factory at Site B area in Karachi on Monday, May 29, 2023. No loss
of life was reported after a huge fire broke out at a plastic factory in Karachi’s
SITE area on Monday, rescue and police officials said.

KARACHI: Iftikhar Ali Shallwani, Federal
Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Works visited
Scheme-33, Gulzar-e-Hijri, Karachi a project of
Federal Government Employees Housing
Authority.

Country’s youth second to
none in terms of intelligence,
skills: Minister Ahsan Iqbal

LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal has
said country’s youth are
second to none in the world
in terms of their intelligence
and skills.

Addressing the
inaugural ceremony of
Engineering Innovation
Exhibition and
Demonstration of VR, CV
& Spatial AI projects at
Arfa Software Technology
Park on Monday, he said,
“We have entered the age
of paradigm shift.” He said
it was the age of disruption,
innovation, complexity,
and uncertainty, and added
that it was all just because
of digital revolution.

Ahsan Iqbal said that

digital revolution was
making all those models
irrelevant which were
existing in different fields
of life. He said if change
was responded proactively
only then one could
become able to benefit from
it.

He said that in 2014,
the PML-N government
evo lved vision 2025 to
revive and sustain
country’s growth
momentum in line with the
ongoing changes across the
world. In 2017, an
international leading firm
Pricewaterhouse Coopers
had said that if Pakistan
continued with same
trajectory, it would get
place among top 20
powerful economies of the

world by 2030. He said
education, human
resources and youth were
targeted in the Vision 2025.
Ahsan said when Shehbaz
Sharif was chief minister
Punjab, he paid special
attention to empowering
the youth digitally. The
Information Technology
University was established
to prepare country’s youth
for digital age, he added.

He said that in 2017-
18, the National Centre for
Artificial Intelligence,
National Centre for Cyber
Security, National Centre
for  Auto mat io n  an d
Robotics and National
Centre for Big Data and
Cloud Computing were
se t up  to  achieve th e
desired results.

KPK CM says
Newly merged FATA

districts needs due attention

CM Punjab refutes
women mistreatment
allegations in prison

Independent Report
LAHORE: Caretaker Chief
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Naqvi has strongly refuted
the allegations of
mistreatment of women in
prison.

He emphasised the
importance of respecting
and honoring women,
urging care before levelling
such accusations, said a
handout issued here.

Referring to  the
incident of May 9, where
32 women were arrested
and 11 of them were
currently on judicial
remand in women jail, the
caretaker CM said he he
had reassured that
surveillance cameras were
installed and monitoring
teams were in  place to
ensure security.

Speaking to the media
during a late-nigh t
inspection of the
Samanabad underpass
project, the CM reiterated
that safeguarding women
was a responsibility and

emphasized his
commitment to ensuring
the safety of mothers and
sisters.

The CM declared that
those involved in the attack
on Jinnah House were
being arrested without fail,
emphasizing that no one,
regardless of their influence
or status, will be spared.
He made it clear that the
perpetrators will face trial
and will not escape
punishment.

He mentioned that
action has also been taken
against some police
officers, while in  other
incidents involving wanted
women, a lenient approach
has been adopted, focusing
on calling them for
investigation accompanied
by female police officials.
The CM highlighted that a
female SSP was overseeing
these matters, and the
female SSP and deputy
commissioner were visiting
the jail, again, to meet the
women today.

SARGODHA: State Minister for Industries &
Production Tasneem Ahmad Qureshi addressing
in a event on Golden Jubilee of the Constitution of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973 organized by
Shaheed Bhutto Foundation.

We have to play our
role to promote positive
attitudes in the society

‘Youm e Takreem Shahuda’:

CM Sindh pays
tributes to martyrs

KP Governor inaugurates
mobile screening project

of Khyber Eye Foundation
PESHAWAR (APP):
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Governor, Haji Ghulam Ali
here Monday visited
Shaheed Ahmad Elahi
school Gulbahar and
inaugurated the mobile
screening project of the
Khyber Eye Foundation.

Free checkups,
medicines, and eye glasses
would be provided to
children of poor eyesight
of the government schools

under the aegis of the
Khyber Eye Foundation
program.The Governor
inspected classrooms and
met with students besides
inspecting the eye
equipment of the
foundation, and interacted
with the staff.

Provincial Ministers,
the chairman of the Khyber
Eyes Foundation, and the
Director of Education were
present on the occasion.

PESHAWAR (APP): The
Caretaker Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Muhammad Azam Khan
Monday said people of
newly merged districts of
FATA (Federal
Administered Tribal Area)
should bring at par with
other districts to early
redress their grievances.

He expressed views
while addressing the
certificates distribution
ceremony of skills
development training for
the youth of North
Waziristan Tribal District
here.Three-month skills
development training
program for the youth of
North Waziristan was
arranged by Mari

Petroleum Company in
collaboration with Sarhad
Rural Support Program and
Sui Northern Gas under
which 110 youth of North

Waziristan imparted
technical training in
different fields.

Addressing the
ceremony, the Caretaker
Chief Minister said that the
former FATA has been
merged into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa after the 25th

constitutional amendment
in 2018 but still the
province is not getting the
due shares of newly merged
districts in the National
Finance Commission
Award. He added that the
population of newly
merged districts is more

than 5 million, and they
must get their due shares.

He said that ever since
he assumed the charge as
caretaker chief minister, he
has been trying to resolve
the issues of the merged
districts and get their
legitimate rights from the
federal government adding
that merged districts’
issues have been taken up
with the Prime Minister
while several letters have
also been written to the
federal government to this
end.The Chief Minister
while expressing his
resolve to get the due rights
of the merged districts said
that he will continue efforts
at all levels to  get the
legitimate rights of the

KARACHI (APP): Sindh
Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah on
Monday credited the
martyrs of the Pakistan
Army, Rangers, Police, and
other law enforcement
agencies for the prevailing
peace in the country.

He said  this while
speaking at the Youme-
Takreem-Shuhda program
organized at a local hotel,
here. The program was
attended by provincial
ministers Sharjeel Memon,
Saeed Ghani, Nasir Shah,
MPA Qasim Soomro,
Special Assistant Qasim
Naveed, DG Rangers
Major General Azhar
Waqqas, and people from
showbiz and civil society.

The chief minister
said that not only the
martyrdom of any law
enforcement agency’s
personnel brought tears to
his family members’ eyes,
but it also created a feeling

of pride and satisfaction on
their faces. This he said
was the manifestation of
their spirit of love for their
country, its people and
institutions.Talking about
the May 9 incident, Syed
Murad Ali Shah said that
they [PTI] also caused
heavy loss to the public and
private property but we –
the DG Rangers and IG
Police- met twice and
“averted their nefarious
designs of causing more
damages”. The CM said
that in the attack on KPO
in February,  2023, the
brave policemen and
Rangers personnel -
Taimore of Rangers,
Ghulam Abbas and Abdul
Latif  (ex. army man) of
police, and Ajmal Masih
sacrificed their lives.

He said that in the
operation against dacoits in
katcha areas, the
policemen, including DSP
Abdul Malik Bhutto.

PDMA, UNHCR vow
to strengthen partnership
in disaster risk reduction

IGP says:

Steps being taken for
welfare of policemen

A huge fire
erupts at plastic

factory in
Karachi

ISLAMABAD (APP): A
huge fire broke out in a
plastic factory located in
the SITE Industrial area of
Karachi on Monday
morning.

According to details,
the fire brigade officials
said that the efforts were
underway to control the
fire, while the workers
have been evacuated from
the factory, Private news
channels reported.

At least eight fire
brigade vehicles reached
the spot after being
informed.The fire was
erupted on the upper floors
of the building and
dispersed quickly.

4 dacoits
arrested,
weapons

recovered
FAISALABAD (APP):
The police arrested four
dacoits and recovered
weapons and other items
from their possession.

Police said here on
Monday that Factory Area
police on a tip-off
conducted raid and arrested
two outlaws including
Abdul Aleem and Saeed
who were wanted by
police in a number of
dacoity, robbery and other
cases.

Meanwhile, City
Sammundri police raided
in Chak no.470-GB and
arrested two dacoits while
three others managed to
escape from the scene.

Girl killed in
name of ‘honor’
PESHAWAR (APP): A 15-
year-old girl was
reportedly shot dead by
her relatives for marriage
against her family’s will in
the vicinity  of Inqilab
police station here.

ASI Fazal Diyan told
media persons that the slain
was residing with her
husband in Kohat.

The area police
received information that a
girl was being secretly
buried at a local graveyard.

2 arrested for
involvement
in robberies,

drugs delivery
KARACHI (APP):
Pakistan Rangers Sindh
and Police in  a joint
i n t e l l i g e n c e - b a s e d
operation in the Orangi
Town area arrested two of
a robbers gang and
recovered illegal arms and
ammunition from their
possession.According to a
news release on Monday,
the arrested were identified
as Shahab and Asif.

The arrested were
also involved in providing
arms on rent to robbers for
street crimes.

They also revealed
their involvement in drugs
delivery on a daily basis
from Balochistan to
Karachi.

Arrested confessed to
committing more than 30
robberies in Orangi Town,
Nazimabad,  SITE Area,
Clifton and other areas
during which they snatched
50 mobile phones and cash
Rs. 0.1 million. Raids were
being conducted to arrest
their other accomplices.
Arrested along with
recovered arms.

CEO WMC
orders to kick
off cleaning
operation
in Multan

MULTAN (APP): Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of
Waste Management
Company (WMC) on
Monday ordered to start
cleaning operations before
the upcoming Eid-al-Azha.

While addressing to a
meeting, Shahid Yaqoob,
directed the staff to clear
all filth depots and waste
bins before the feast of
sacrifice. A number of bins
along with collection
points to be get doubled
before the fast-approaching
holy Muslim festival,
added CEO.

He held satisfaction
that tenders for securing
more dampers and loaders
among other operational
machinery were issued
already. Meanwhile, the
senior manager operations,
Faheem Lodhi paid a visit
to the company workshop
and parking yard on the
direction of CEO WMC,
according to the statement.

He took detailed
briefings on machinery and
loaders liable to be repaired
before Eid.

Equipping new generation
with modern education

need of hour: Javed

PESHAWAR: Transporters are holding
demonstration in support of Pakistan Armed
Forces, outside Balahisar Fort in Peshawar.

KPCTA establishes
helpline 1422 to
facilitate tourists

PESHAWAR (APP):
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) and United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR)
Monday expressed their
commitment to  further
strengthen their
partnership in disaster risk
reduction and emergency
response.

A UNHCR delegation
led by Evaluation Expert
Robina Shaheen, met with
PDMA Director General
Janat Gul Afridi to discuss
future plans and reviewed
previous interventions in
response to the devastating
flood of 2022.

During the meeting,
the UNHCR delegation
engaged in  productive
discussions with DG
PDMA, exchanging
valuable insights and
experiences regarding the
challenges posed by the
flood and the subsequent
relief and recovery efforts.

The discussions
emphasized the importance
of collaboration to address

the immediate and long-
term needs of affected
communities.

Janat Gul Afridi
expressed his gratitude to
the UNHCR delegation for
their visit and reiterated
PDMA’s commitment to
ensuring the safety and
well-being of the
population in the face of
natural disasters.

He acknowledged the
critical role played by
international partners in
supporting the efforts of
PDMA and providing relief
items to  PDMA KP for
further distribution to
flood-affected people
across the province in
2022.

They emphasized the
need for coordinated
efforts to build resilience,
improve early  warning
systems, and enhance
capacity-building measures
to mitigate the impact of
future disasters.

Afridi reiterated that
PDMA will continue to
support intern a t i o n a l
o rg an iza t io n s  as  p e r
it s  p o licy.

Independent Report
LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Rahman was the
chief guest at the
condolence reference
ceremony organized to pay
tribute to the services of
Mumtaz Ahmad Tahir,
founder and leader of Daily
Aftab and central leader of
All Pakistan Newspapers
Society,  at Governor
House Lahore.

Addressing the
ceremony, Punjab
Governor Muhammad
Balighur Rehman said that
Mumtaz Ahmad Tahir
(deceased) was an
institution in his own right.

Governor Punjab said
that Mumtaz Ahmad Tahir
(deceased) worked
tirelessly  for the
development and
promotion of regional

newspapers from the
platform of APNS. He said
that the deceased always
raised his voice for solving
the problems of the
backward and weak
sections, especially  the
deprived sections of South
Punjab. Governor Punjab
said that it  is  very
important to know the
facts and research before
forming an opinion about
anything.

He further said that
there is eternal success in
the truth. Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that for a
good society in the society,
it is necessary to look at
one’s shortcomings and the
merits of others. He said
that as a governor, it is my
responsibility  to
encourage good works
within the society.

MULTAN (APP):
Secretary Higher
Education Department
Punjab, Javed Akhtar
Mahmood, said that it was
a dire need to equip the new
generation with modern
education in order to make
the future of the country
bright.

He expressed these
views during a visit to the
Board of Intermediate and
Secondary Education
(BISE) and took briefing
here on Monday.

The world  was
heading forward very fast

in science and technology,
he added.

Secretary expressed
anger over the non-starting
of new BS courses in public
colleges and snubbed DPI
College and directed to
start new BS programs
soon.

He directed education
officials to  teach new
modern BS courses to
students as per the demand
of the market.

Mr Javed also ordered
to start construction of the
BISE administrative block
soon.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Culture and Tourism
Authority (KPCTA) has
established helpline-1422
to facilitate tourists  to
refrain  from
inconveniences and
miseries to make their day
full with joy and entertain.

A larger number of
tourists are thronging from
different parts of the
country to enjoy
recreational and scenic
spots with peaceful,
lovely, and pleasant

weather in KP, said a news
release received here on
Monday.“KP is a world’s
renowned paradise for
tourists and the brilliant
green valley is a major
source of attraction and
inspiration for them.”

The KPCTA has
already constituted
welcome baths, helplines,
and information centers at
all entry and exit points to
facilitate domestic visitors
and foreign dignitaries to
reach their destination
with comfort.

LAHORE (APP):
Inspector General Police
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar
on Monday said that steps
were being taken for the
health and welfare of the
police force.

The process of health
screening had been
completed and now the
vaccination was underway,
he added.

Dr. Usman Anwar
said that he would increase
funds for the best
treatment of police
employees and their
families.

On the direction of IG
Punjab, the welfare branch
of the Central Police Office
had issued funds of rupees
10.4 million for the
treatment of 19 police
employees suffering from
diseases.

DIG Welfare and
Finance Punjab Ghazi
Salahuddin said that in the
medical financial assistance
meeting which was held on
May 24, the applications
sent from different
districts were reviewed in
detail and approval was
given to  release 10.4
million rupees for 19 cases.

According to  the
details , Lahore police
driver constable Amir
Hussain  was given one
million rupees for liver
transplant, constable
Inamullah was given one
million rupees for son’s
bone marrow transplant.

Similarly, constables
Kamran Iqbal and Farhan
Ali were given about 3.6
m illion  ru p ees  fo r
cochlear implant surgery
of their daughters.
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Association of Builders and Developers of Pakistan (ABAD) called on
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar at FBR on Budget proposals.

LAHORE:  Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal
visiting the the engineering innovation exhibition & demonstration at ITU..

MULTAN: All Pakistan Power Looms Association Chairman, Khaliq Qandeel
Sindhu addresses to media persons during press conference, in Multan.

HYDERABAD: Members of All Sindh Irrigation Trade Unions Federation
are holding protest demonstration for acceptance of their demands, at
Hyderabad press club.

QUETTA: A vendor displaying cherries to attract
customers at Zarghoon road.

SBP Governor for
standardizing ‘Islamic

financial contracts’

Around 21% banks become
Shariah-compliant: Dar

China-Pak infrastructure
construction leading to
fruitful achievements

MoU on maritime
cooperation between
Pak , Bulgaria signed

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistan and Bulgaria
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on
Maritime Cooperation in
Sofia at a ceremony in the
Ministry of Transport and
Communication of
Bulgaria.

From the Pakistani
side, Mariam Madiha
Aftab, the Ambassador of
Pakistan to Bulgaria signed
the MoU, while, Hristo
Alexiev, Deputy Prime
Minister for Economic
Policies and Minister of

Transport and
Communication of
Bulgaria, signed the
document from the
Bulgarian side, says a
press release issued here on
Monday.The signing of this
accord will help the two
countries formalize their
collaboration in the field of
maritime affairs.

Under the MoU, the
two countries would
expand and deepen
cooperation on matters
relating to  maritime
transport, facilitate liaison

between their respective
bodies dealing with
maritime affairs, increase
private sector awareness
and cooperation, create
mutually  beneficial
economic opportunities,
and promote investments
in this important field.

Speaking to the media
after the signing ceremony,

the ambassador of Pakistan
said that the signing of this
MoU was yet another
milestone in  the
continuously strengthening
bilateral relations of the
two countries and will help
the respective authorities
of the two countries to
establish mutually
beneficial collaboration.

Independent Report
ISLAMABAD: State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
Governor Jameel Ahmad
on Monday has said
collaboration among
regulators, financial
institutions, industry
players, and Shariah
scholars is essential for
bringing standardization of
Islamic financial contracts
and simplifying the
processes.

He was addressing the
first international
conference on Islamic
Capital Markets (ICM)
jointly  organized by
Accounting and Auditing
Organization for Islamic
Financial Institutions
(AAOIFI) and the
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP), said a news
release.

The theme of the
conference this year was
‘ICM Development with
Ecosystem Completion:
Innovation, Growth, and
Transformation’ . He

spoke at length on key
issues and challenges in the
development of the Islamic
capital market.

He was, however,
convinced that the
solutions are well within
reach and hoped that the
insights and knowledge
exchanges during this
conference would help in
developing a roadmap for
a sustainable, diversified,
and inclusive Islamic
capital market in Pakistan.

The governor noted
that Islamic finance as a
global industry had crossed
the US$ 3 trillion mark and
the Islamic capital markets
account for around 31
percent share of this
growing pie. He noted that
Islamic capital markets are
in nascent stages of
development in  most
jurisdictions. He attributed
this to gaps in institutional,
legal and regulatory
frameworks , inefficient
price discovery and lack of
diversity in instruments
and investors.

BEIJING (APP): Pakistan
and China have always
maintained the closest and
strongest friendship,
which is not only
dependent on security
affairs, but also reflects the
increasingly close
economic cooperation.

It was already clear at
the time of the
construction of the Silk
Road that the steps of
these two countries will
continue to move forward
together in  economic
matters.

“I have visited China
at different times for the
last two decades and every
time, the opinion in my
brain becomes stronger that
there is still much room for
improvement in economic

relations between China
and Pakistan,”
Muhammad Mehdi,
Chairman, institute of
International Relations and
Media Research said in an
article published in the
Chinese media here on
Monday.

He is currently  in
China along with Pakistan
media think tank delegation
that visited the office of
China State Construction
Engineering Corporation
(CSCEC), a famous
company in China.

CSCEC is China’s
largest construction and
investment group and by
visiting their office, This
corporation had entered
the Pakistani market in
1984 long before CPEC.

And many major
projects in Pakistan have
been constructed by this
company, which showed
the quality  and
professionalism of this
corporation.

CSCEC has built five
thermal power plants in
Pakistan and these projects
include Jamshoro,
Faisalabad, Lakhala, Kotri
and Mustafa Go.

Thanks to these
thermal power plants, two
million watts of electricity
capacity has been increased
in Pakistan. Along with the
construction of these
thermal power plants, in
the mid-1990s, this
corporation completed a
huge project in the Sindh
province Karachi.

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar on
Monday said  almost 21
percent of the banks
operating in the country
had so far been aligned
with Islamic laws due to
concerted efforts of the
policymakers.

Addressing Pakistan’s
first international
conference on “Islamic
Capital Markets,” jointly
organized by the Security
and Exchange Commission
of Pakistan (SECP) and the

Accounting and Auditing
Organization for Islamic
Financial Institutions
(AAOIFI), he said the
banks converted into the
Islamic system were fully
satisfied and wanted to
continue with it.

The minister said a
strategic plan was in place
to develop a vibrant Islamic
financing system for which
the government had
already devised a “National
Financial Inclusion
Strategy,” encompassing
the essential areas in it.

Ishaq Dar said

Pakistan was among one of
the few countries which
have a well-developed
regulatory framework for
the micro finance
institution, adding the
SECP and State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) had done a
good job in this regard.

“Pakistan has a
comprehensive system of
Zakat collection and
distribution at both private
and public levels,” he
added.

He said the Islamic
financial service industry
worked within  the

regulatory preview of the
SECP, consisting of Islamic
institutions like
Mudarabah,  Islamic non-
banking financial
institutions, Shariah-
compliant businesses and
Shariah advisors.

The minister
mentioned that the size of
Islamic financial
institutions in Pakistan
was estimated to  have
surpassed $42 billion in
2022;  with assets and
deposit standing at Rs7.2
trillion and Rs5.2 trillion,
respectively.

USAID-ERDA provides
seed support to 2,800
farmers in Orakzai

Minister reviews
Axle Load Management
Regime enforcement

PESHAWAR (APP):
USAID-ERDA provided
certified maize, sunflower,
and red bean seeds to 2,800
farmers in District Orakzai
on Monday, with the aim
of improving food security
in the region.

The beneficiaries
include 20 percent women
and the under-served
population. The
programme has distributed
improved and certified
varieties of maize and red
bean and hybrid sunflower
for Kharif season of 2023.

The program aims to
support farmers of Orakzai
by providing certified and
improved seeds of more
productive varieties of
maize, sunflower, and red
beans.

According to  the
Crop Statistic Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa 2020-2021,

the total cultivated area of
District Orakzai is 17,908
hectares, where only 10
percent is  arable and
suitable for cultivation.
Agriculture is mostly rain-
dependent, and some

parts of the plains are
being irrigated by irrigation
channels taken out from
the Mastura River and its
tributaries.

Mohammad Irfan,
Agriculture Officer of
Orakzai district, said ,
“This program is an
excellent opportunity for
farmers to improve their
crop yield and ensure food
security in the area. The
selected seed varieties are
suitable for the local

climate and soil, and
we hope that farmers will
adopt modern farming
techniques to increase their
productivity.”

Returning to economic
stability after betterment in
political situation: Shahid

LAHORE (APP):
Caretaker Provincial
Minister for Industries and
Commerce SM Tanveer
presided over a meeting to
review the steps regarding
enforcement of Axle Load
Management Regime
(ALMR) here at Civil
Secretariat on Monday.

The meeting decided
to launch an awareness
campaign for the Axle Load
Management system to be
started from July 2023.
Under this system, challan
shall be made for
overloading the vehicles.

The minister said that
Axle Load Management
Regime was necessary to
save the roads from
deterioration and all

concerned institutions and
stakeholders shall be
rewarded in this regard. He,
while highlighting the steps
regarding ALMR, said that
a warning shall be
instituted to the violators
in the first step and then
their challan would be
ensured.

 He said that
registration of weighing
stations across the
province were being made
with the cooperation of
Punjab Information
Technology Board and
private weighing stations
shall be integrated with the
database of government to
keep an eye on the road
traffic situation in  the
province.

ADB approves $350m loan
to help support Sri Lanka’s

economic stabilization

Rupee sheds
26 paisas against

US Dollar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Pakistani rupee witnessed
26 paisas devaluation
against the US Dollar
(USD) in the interbank
trading on Monday and
closed at Rs285.41 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs285.15.

However, according
to the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market were
recorded at Rs313 and
Rs316, respectively.

The price of the Euro
decreased by 12 paisas to
close at Rs305.99 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs306.11, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP).

The Japanese Yen
came down by 01 paisa and
closed at Rs2.03, whereas
an increase of 13 paisas was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs352.20
as compared to its last
day’s closing of Rs352.07.

The exchange rate of
the Emirates Dirham and
the Saudi Riyal went up
by 07 paisas each to close
at Rs77.72 and Rs76.10;
respectively.

Center okays
guidelines to
install LPG

air-mix plants
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The federal government on
Monday granted its
approval for the
implementation of policy
guidelines pertaining to the
installation of Liquefied
Petroleum Gas (LPG) air-
mix plants by the private
sector.

Private sector could
set up LPG air-mix plants
in accordance with the
recently revised guidelines
as the 2016 policy was no
more applicable, said  a
press release.

“The owners of the
LPG air-mix plants will be
allowed to import LNG for
storage, filling and
distribution. However, the
prices mechanism will be
deregulated for the air-mix
plants of the private
sector,” it stated.

OGRA would ensure
that air-mix plant licensees
would not hinder the
cylinder market.

It added that LPG air-
plant license holders would
not transfer the consumers
to alternative resources like
natural gas, LPG cylinders.

Gold prices
decline by
Rs 1,700

ISLAMABAD (APP):
The per tola price of 24
karat gold decreased by
Rs1,700 and was sold at
Rs234,500 on Monday
against its  sale at Rs
236,200 the previous day.

The price of 10 grams
of 24 karat gold also
decreased by Rs 1,457 to
Rs. 201,046 from Rs
202,503, whereas the price
of 10 grams 22 karat gold
went down to Rs184,29
from Rs185,628, All Sindh
Sarafa Jewellers
Association reported.

The price of per tola
silver decreased by Rs50 to
Rs2,850 whereas ten-gram
silver went down by
Rs42.87 to Rs2,443.41.

The price of gold in
the international market
decreased by US$1 to
$1945 against its sale.

Shipping
activity at

Port Qasim
KARACHI (APP): PQA
shipping activities were
recorded on Sunday,where
three ships namely, MSC
Rafaela, CMA CGM
Figaro and Al-Jassasiya
carrying Containers and
LNG, berthed at Qasim
International Container
Terminal and Pakistan Gas
Port Terminal respectively
(.) Meanwhile another
ship, Serenity Gas with
4,590 tonnes of LPG is also
arrived at outer anchorage
of the port during the same
period.

A total of 07 ships
were engaged at PQA
berths during the last 24
hours, out of them three
ships, Maersk Shesapeake,
CMA CGM Figaro and
MSC Rafaela left the Port
on Monday morning on
29th May,& three more
ships, Olita, Zeze Start and
Maran Gas Asclepiu
areexpected to sail on 29th

May,2023 (today).
A cargo  volume of

179,902tones, comprising
140,715 tones imports
Cargo and 39,187 tones
export cargo , including
containerized cargo carried
in 4,381 Containers (2,084
TEUs Imports and 2,297
TEUs  ex p o rt )  was
h an d led  at  t he  p or t
during last 24 hours.

ISLAMABAD (NNI):
Former President of the
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Butt said on Monday that
the economy of country is
returning to stability after
improvement in political
situation.

In a statement issued
here, he said that political
stability  was vital for
economic stability, which
will not only improve the
image and economy of the
country but also advance
the quality  of life of
people. Shahid Rasheed
Butt said that

policymakers should not
try to manipulate the US
dollar for at least two
years, which will not only
reduce its value and
strengthen the rupee but
also attract investment and
capital that has fled the
country due to political
turmoil. Engineering the
exchange rate has eroded
the confidence of local and
foreign investors, stoked
inflation to unprecedented
levels, and pushed the
country to  the brink of
default. Therefore, the
disastrous policy should
not be repeated for short-
term gains, he demanded.

Increase in oil-seed
production need of

hour: Dr Ishtiaq
FAISALABAD (APP):
Additional Director
General Agriculture (Farm
and Training) Dr. Ishtiaq
Hasan said that increase in
oil seed production was
need of the hour as
Pakistan was spending
billions of rupees on
import of edible oil to
cater to its domestic needs.

Addressing a meeting
at Ayub Agricultural
Research Institute (AARI)
here on Monday, he said

that agri scientists should
accelerate their efforts for
introducing high-yield oil-
seed crops to  make
Pakistan self-reliant in
edible oil and other food
items.

He said that Pakistan
had spent Rs.300 billion
on import of edible oil last
year. Therefore, the
scientists  focus on
mustard, raya and canola
crops to  increase their
production.

SMBR chairs meeting about
pending mutation cases

COLOMBO (Xinhua/
APP): The Asian
Development Bank
(ADB) on Monday
approved a 350 million
U.S. dollar special policy-
based loan to  provide
budget support to  Sri
Lanka for economic
stabilization, the ADB said
in a press release.

The bank said that the
program is part of a broader
package of financial
assistance anchored by the
International Monetary

Fund’s Extended Fund
Facility for the country,
which aims to stabilize the
economy and lay the
foundation for economic
recovery and sustained
growth.

The ADB said Sri
Lanka is facing a severe and
unprecedented economic
crisis, and high inflation
has eroded purchasing
power, livelihoods have
been affected, and past
development gains have
been reversed.

LAHORE (APP): Senior
Member Board of Revenue
(SMBR) Punjab Nabeel
Javed chaired the second
meeting regarding pending
mutation cases across all
districts of Punjab at his
office here on Monday.
The meeting was also
attended by Tariq Qurashi,
Member (Taxes), Saira
Umar, Director General of
the Punjab Land Record
Authority, Romaan Burana,
Deputy Secretary (Staff)
and Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC-
General) Lahore. Member

(Taxes) and DG Punjab
Land Record Authority
informed the meeting that
all the commissioners and
deputy commissioners had
been requested to dispose
of pending mutation cases
in their respective districts
and divisions. The process
of approving pending
mutation cases in  all
districts had already
commenced, he added.The
SMBR suggested that a
four-member committee
under the leadership of
deputy commissioners be
set up to oversee pending .

IT ministry allocates
$1.6m to construct building
in NED Karachi for gaming
ISLAMABAD (APP):
The Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
has allocated an amount of
$1.6 million to construct a
building in  NED
University of Engineering
& Technology Karachi for
gaming and animation.

An official of the
Ministry of IT said, that
the Ministry is working
towards the vision of the
IT industry in  2050. In
Pakistan, the investment in
2020 was just $75 million,
which increased to $373
million in  2021-22.

Similarly, after the
ministry’s efforts, the
regulatory duty on mobile
phones has been abolished
since March 30.He said
that an agreement has been
signed with Google for
45,000 scholarships, which
will increase to 450,000
next year.The upcoming
scholarships will include a
40 per cent allocation for
women. Previously,
Google had provided only
15,000 scholarships last
year, but the ministry
interfered to increase the
number through
consultations.
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Shanghai records hottest
May day in 100 years

Japan puts missile defence
on alert as N.Korea warns

of satellite launch

Two Italian
intelligence

staffers among
four dead in

Italy lake storm
Monitoring Desk

MILAN: Four people, in-
cluding two Italians who
worked for the intelligence
service, died on Sunday af-
ter a tourist boat capsized
when a storm hit Lake
Maggiore in northern Italy,
local officials said. An un-
named Israeli and the Rus-
sian wife of the boat cap-
tain also died in the accident,
local media said. The 16-
metre (52.5-feet) long boat
was carrying 25 people
when it was hit by a sud-
den, violent storm on Sun-
day evening, sinking the ves-
sel near the town of Lisanza,

Iran supreme leader says

He’d ‘welcome’ full diplomatic
ties with Egypt; presidency

websites hacked

Stephen Hawking’s last
collaborator on

physicist’s final theory

Russia hits Ukrainian military
facility and Odesa port in air strikes

Nepal celebrates
70 years since
first Everest

summit
Monitoring Desk

KHUMJUNG: The sons
of Edmund Hillary and
Tenzing Norgay Sherpa led
celebrations in Nepal on
Monday to mark the 70th

anniversary of the historic
first ascent of Everest. The
scaling of the 8,849-meter
(29,032-foot) peak on May
29, 1953, changed moun-
taineering forever and made
the New Zealander and his
Nepalese guide household
names. “In a whole lot of
ways, it was not just Ed
Hilary and Tenzing Norgay
that reached the summit of
Mount Everest.

Spain government calls
snap election after local

ballot losses

Fresh clashes claim
40 lives in Manipur

UN agencies warn of starvation
risk in Sudan, Haiti, Burkina

Faso and Mali, call for urgent aid

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Japan put its bal-
listic missile defences on
alert on Monday and
warned that it would shoot
down any projectile that
threatened its territory af-
ter North Korea notified Ja-
pan of a satellite launch be-
tween May 31 and June 11.

North Korea says it
has completed its first mili-
tary spy satellite and leader
Kim Jong Un has approved
final preparations for the
launch. Analysts say the
satellite is part of a surveil-
lance technology
programme, that includes
drones, aimed at improving
nuclear-armed North
Korea’s ability to strike tar-
gets in the event of war.

“We will take destruc-
tive measures against ballis-
tic and other missiles that

are confirmed to land in our
territory,” Japan’s defence
ministry said in a statement.
The ministry said it would
use its Standard Missile-3
(SM-3) or Patriot Missile
PAC-3 to destroy a North
Korea missile.

Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida told
reporters that any North
Korean missile launch
would be a serious violation
of U.N. Security Council
resolutions condemning its
nuclear and missile activity.

“We strongly urge
North Korea to refrain from
launching,” his office said
in a post on Twitter, add-
ing it would cooperate with
its U.S. ally, South Korea
and other countries, and
would do all it could to col-
lect and analyse information
from any launch.

Monitoring Desk
MADRID: Spanish Social-
ist Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez called a snap na-
tional election on Monday
after left-wing parties were
routed in a regional ballot,
portraying the defeat as a
debilitating vote of no con-
fidence in his coalition gov-
ernment.

Sanchez had said on
numerous occasions that he
wanted to see out a full term
in office and that elections
would take place in Decem-
ber, near the end of his rotat-
ing presidency of the Euro-
pean Union, which begins on
July 1. But the scale of
Sunday’s defeat, in which the
conservative mainstream
People’s Party (PP) took as
many as eight regional gov-
ernments from the Socialists,
meant Sanchez felt com-
pelled to “take personal re-
sponsibility for the results,”
the prime minister said.

“All those reasons lead
me to seek a clarification
about the wishes of Spain’s

people, a clarification
about the political direction
that the government should
take, and about the politi-
cal forces that should lead
the country through that
phase.” he said in a televised
speech that took even some
of his political allies by sur-
prise. “...I believe it is nec-
essary to respond and sub-
mit our democratic mandate
to the will of the people.”

Sunday’s results indi-
cate the PP and the far-right
Vox could unseat Sanchez
and his Socialist Workers’
Party (PSOE) if they repli-
cated that performance at
national parliamentary level.
But it is highly unusual for a
Spanish government to call a
snap ballot after a poor per-
formance in a regional vote.
Pablo Simon, a professor in
political science at the Carlos
III University in Madrid, said
Sanchez’s strategy may be to
try to limit any further losses
in support with the PP fo-
cused on negotiating to form
regional coalitions with Vox.

Monitoring Desk
PARIS: When Thomas
Hertog was first summoned
to Stephen Hawking’s office
in the late 1990s, there was
an instant connection be-
tween the young Belgian re-
searcher and the legendary
British theoretical physicist.
“Something clicked between
us,” Hertog said.

That connection would
continue even as Hawking’s
debilitating disease ALS
robbed him of his last ways
to communicate, allowing
the pair to complete a new
theory that aims to turn how
science looks at the universe
on its head. The theory,
which would be Hawking’s
last before his death in 2018,
has been laid out in full for
the first time in Hertog’s
book “On the Origin of
Time”, published in the
UK last month.

In an interview, the
cosmologist spoke about
their 20-year collaboration,
how they communicated
via facial expression, and
why Hawking ultimately
decided his landmark book
“A Brief of History of
Time” was written from the
wrong perspective.

During their first meet-

ing at Cambridge Univer-
sity  in 1998, Hawking
wasted no time in bringing
up the problem bothering
him. “The universe we ob-
serve appears designed,”
Hawking told Hertog, com-
municating via a clicker con-
nected to a speech machine.

Hertog explained that
“the laws of physics — the
rules on which the universe
runs — turn out to be just
perfect for the universe to
be habitable, for life to be
possible.” This remarkable
string of good luck
stretches from the delicate
balance that makes it pos-
sible for atoms to form
molecules necessary for
chemistry to the expansion
of the universe itself, which
allows for vast cosmic
structures such as galaxies.

One “trendy” answer to
this problem has been the
multiverse, an idea that has
recently become popular in the
movie industry, Hertog said.

This theory explains
away the seemingly de-
signed nature of the uni-
verse by making it just one
of countless others —
most of which are “crap,
lifeless, sterile”, the 47-
year-old added.

Monitoring Desk
NEW DELHI: Around 40
suspected militants and
two police have died in
fresh violence in Manipur
in northeast India, an offi-
cial said on Sunday, con-
firming comments from the
state’s chief minister to lo-
cal media. Manipur has
been on edge after an explo-
sion of inter-ethnic violence
this month killed at least 70
people and left tens of thou-
sands displaced.

The state government
official, who did not wish to
be named, said that Manipur
chief minister N. Biren Singh
told reporters earlier on Sun-
day that security forces killed

around 40 “militants” over
the last two days.

“The terrorists have
been using M-16 and AK-47
assault rifles and sniper guns
against civilians. They came
to many villages to burn
down homes,” local media
quoted Singh as saying.

“We have started tak-
ing very strong action
against them with the help
of the army and other secu-
rity forces. We have got re-
ports some 40 terrorists
have been shot dead,” Singh
was quoted as saying. A
military source confirmed
an uptick of unrest, and said
four people had been killed
in the past 24 hours.

Monitoring Desk
ROME: Two U.N. agen-
cies warned Monday of
rising food emergencies in-
cluding starvation in
Sudan due to the outbreak
of war and in
Haiti,Burkina Faso and
Mali due to  restricted
movements of people and
goods.

The four countries
join Afghanistan, Nigeria,
Somalia, South Sudan and
Yemen at the highest alert
levels, with communities
that are already facing or
projected to face starva-
tion or otherwise risk a
slide “ towards cata-
strophic conditions.”

Monitoring Desk
BEIJING: Shanghai re-
corded its hottest May day
in 100 years on Monday,
the city’s meteorological
service announced, shatter-
ing the previous high by a
full degree.

Scientists say global
warming is exacerbating ad-
verse weather, with many
countries experiencing
deadly heatwaves and tem-
peratures hitting records
across Southeast and South
Asia in recent weeks.

“At 13:09, the tem-
perature at Xujiahui sta-
tion hit 36.1 degrees Cel-
sius (97 degrees Fahren-
heit), breaking a 100-year-
old record for the highest
temperature in  May,” a
post on the service’s offi-
cial Weibo account read,
referring to a metro station

Airline stops
selling emergency
exit seats after
door incident
Monitoring Desk

SEOUL: South Korea’s
Asiana Airlines has
stopped selling some emer-
gency exit seats following
an incident in which a pas-
senger opened an aircraft
door mid-air, the carrier said
on Sunday.

A court in Daegu is-
sued an arrest warrant for
the man, surnamed Lee,
for alleged ly breaking
aviation security  laws,
Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

The incident took
place aboard an A321-200
plane, which was carrying
nearly 200 passengers as it
approached the runway at
Daegu International Air-
port, about 240 kilometres
(150 miles) southeast of
Seoul.

The report by the
World Food Program and
the Food and Agriculture
Organization calls for ur-
gent attention to save both
lives and jobs.

Beyond the nine
countries rating the high-
est level of concern, the
agencies said 22 countries
are identified as
“hotspots’’ risking acute
food insecurity.

“Business-as-usual
pathways are no longer an
option in today’s risk land-
scape if we want to achieve
global food security for all,
ensuring that no one is left
behind.” said Qu Dongyu,
FAO Director-General.

in the centre of China’s larg-
est city.

The temperature at
the bustling station climbed
even higher to 36.7C (98F)
later in  the afternoon,
Shanghai’s meteorological
service said.

That put it a full de-
gree above the old record,
35.7C, which has been re-
corded four times previ-
ously, in 1876, 1903, 1915
and 2018, according to the
weather service.

Shanghai residents
sweltered under the early-
afternoon sun, with some
apps showing a “feels like”
temperature estimate of
more than 40C (104F).

“I headed out at noon
to pick up a delivery, and
got a headache after coming
back,” read one post from
Shanghai on Weibo.

Trial begins for
Iran journalist
who reported

Mahsa Amini’s
death

Monitoring Desk
TEHRAN: Iran on Mon-
day held the first trial ses-
sion for one of the two
detained female journal-
is ts  who repor ted on
Mahsa Amini’s death in
custod y last yea r, her
lawyer said.

Months of nationwide
protests erupted after
Amini, a 22-year-old Ira-
nian Kurd, died on Septem-
ber 16 following her arrest
for allegedly violating the
country’s strict dress code
for women.

The journalists ,
Niloufar Hamedi, 30, and
Elaheh Mohammadi, 36,
could face the death pen-
alty after they were de-
tained for covering Amini’s
death and its aftermath.

The pair are being
tried separately  by the
revolutionary courts behind
closed doors in Tehran.

UN talks on a treaty
to end global plastic

pollution open in Paris
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: A United Nations
committee is meeting Mon-
day in Paris to work on
what is intended to be a
landmark treaty to bring an
end to global plastic pollu-
tion, but there is little agree-
ment yet on what the out-
come should be.

The Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee for
Plastics is charged with de-
veloping the first interna-
tional, legally binding treaty
on plastic pollution, includ-
ing in the marine environ-
ment. This is the second of
five meetings due to take
place to complete the nego-
tiations by the end of 2024.
At the first meeting, held six
months ago in Uruguay,
some countries pressed for
global mandates, some for
national solutions and oth-
ers for both. Humanity pro-
duces more than 430 mil-
lion tons of plastic annu-
ally, two-thirds of which
are short-lived products

that soon become waste,
filling the ocean and, often,
working their way into the
human food chain, the
United Nations Environ-
ment Program said in April.
Plastic waste produced glo-
bally is set to almost triple
by 2060, with about half
ending up in landfill and
under a fifth recycled, ac-
cording to the Organization
for Economic Cooperation
and Development.

Because it’s a short
timeline for treaty negotia-
tions, experts say it’s criti-
cal decisions are made
about the objectives at this
meeting.

The treaty could fo-
cus on human health and
the environment, as de-
sired by the self-named
“high ambition coalition”
of countries, led by Nor-
way and Rwanda, with
limits on plastic produc-
tion and restrictions on
some of the chemicals used
in plastics, for example.

Japan PM Kishida says his
son to quit as aide after

‘inappropriate’ behaviour

Israeli forces
kill Palestinian

officer in clashes,
WAFA says
Monitoring Desk

JENIN: Israeli forces killed
a Palestinian security officer
during clashes in the occu-
pied West Bank flashpoint
city of Jenin on Monday, the
official Palestinian news
agency Wafa said.

The Israeli military
said it was looking into the
report. Earlier it said in a
statement that its forces
came under heavy Palestin-
ian fire while seeking the
arrest of security suspects
in Jenin and returned fire at
the gunmen.

“With God’s help ...
there will be many more
new settlements in north-
ern Samaria,” he said, refer-
ring to the West Bank by
its biblical name. US-led
peace talks aimed at estab-
lishing a Palestinian state in
the West Bank, East Jerusa-
lem and Gaza broke down
in 2014 and show little sign
of revival, and Israeli-Pal-
estinian violence has esca-
lated over the past year.

Monitoring Desk
TOKYO: Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida’s
son will resign as his aide,
the premier said on Mon-
day, after photos of the son
and other relatives appar-
ently pretending to hold a
news conference at the of-
ficial residence sparked an
uproar.

Kishida told reporters
that Shotaro Kishida would
step down as his secretary
from Thursday, saying the
change was due to “inap-
propriate” behaviour at the
official residence.

A weekly magazine
last week published photos
of the younger Kishida and
relatives apparently pre-
tending to hold a news con-
ference at the podium where
the prime minister usually
stands.

“His behaviour at a
public space was inappro-

Polish president to sign
Russian influence bill

despite opposition protests
Monitoring Desk

WARSAW: Poland’s presi-
dent said on Monday he
would sign off on a bill
authorising a panel to inves-
tigate Russian influence de-
spite opposition criticism
it is a witch hunt against
government opponents in
an election year.

The ruling nationalist
Law and Justice (PiS) party
says that the liberal oppo-
sition Civic Platform (PO)
party allowed Poland to
become dangerously depen-
dent on Russian fossil fu-
els when the PO was in
government from 2007 to
2015, raising questions
about whether PO mem-
bers were under Moscow’s
sway. PO rejects the sus-
picion saying it is aimed at
eliminating PO leader and
former prime minister
Donald Tusk from the po-
litical scene ahead of elec-
tions scheduled for Octo-
ber or November.

Opposition figu res
call a bill to set up an inves-
tigative commission the
“Lex Tusk”, using the Latin
term for “law”.

President Andrzej

Monitoring Desk
KYIV: Russia put five air-
craft out of action in an at-
tack on a military target in
western Ukraine and caused
a fire at the Black Sea port
of Odesa in heavy air strikes
early on Monday, Ukrai-
nian officials said.

Kyiv came under in-
tense attack for the second
successive night but said that
most of the drones and mis-
siles fired at the capital over-
night had been shot down.
Explosions rocked Kyiv
again as the capital came
under fire again on Monday
morning. “Emergency ser-
vices have responded to a
call near the centre of the

capital. The attack on Kyiv
continues. Don’t leave the
shelters!” Mayor Vitaly
Klitschko  wrote on the
Telegram messaging app as
residents ran to shelters in
metro stations.

The attacks were part
of a new wave of increas-
ingly frequent and intense
air strikes launched by
Moscow this month as
Kyiv prepares to launch a
counteroffensive to try to
take back territory occu-
pied by Russian forces.

In  a rare
acknowledgement of dam-
age suffered at a military
“target”, Ukraine did not
name the site or sites hit in

priate as someone who is
in an official position as
political aide. I’ve decided
to replace him for account-
ability,” Kishida said.

The revelations come
at an inopportune time for
Kishida, who had gained a
boost in popularity with
the recent Group of Seven
(G7) summit in Hiroshima,
and were widely criticised
by the opposition.

Seiji Osaka, a senior
lawmaker with Japan’s larg-
est opposition party, the
Constitutional Democratic
Party of Japan, said the dis-
missal should have come
earlier, according to Kyodo
news agency.

“This is too late. I sus-
pect (Kishida) appointed
someone who is not capable
(of being the) prime
minister’s aide to the post,”
Osaka was quoted as say-
ing.

the western region of
Khmelnitskiy  but said
work was under way to re-
store a runway and five air-
craft were taken out of ser-
vice. A large military airfield
was located in the region
before the war. “At the mo-
ment, work is continuing to
contain fires in storage fa-
cilities for fuel and lubri-
cants and munitions,” the
Khmelnitskiy  region
governor’s office said.

Ukraine’s military
said the attack on Odesa
port had caused a fire and
damaged infrastructure but
did not specify whether
the damage threatened
grain exports.

Duda said he would sign off
on it but would ask the
Constitutional Tribunal to
look at the law after it comes
into force due to criticism
it is unconstitutional. “I am
signing the act because I
believe that it should enter
into force, should start func-
tioning,” Duda said.

The commission will
investigate the period 2007-
2022 and have the power
to ban people found to have
acted under Russian influ-
ence from holding security
clearance or working in
roles in which they are re-
sponsible for public funds
for 10 years, effectively
disqualifying them from
public office.

The panel’s members
would be chosen by parlia-
ment, where the PiS com-
mands a narrow majority.
The bill has faced strong op-
position from critics who
say any attempt to dis-
qualify opposition figures
from the government would
damage democracy and it
gives a public administrative
body responsibility for
functions that should be re-
served for the courts.

Monitoring Desk
DUBAI: Iran’s supreme
leader said Monday he’d
“welcome” the restoration
of full diplomatic ties be-
tween Egypt and the Is-
lamic Republic, raising the
prospect of Cairo and
Tehran normalizing rela-
tions after decades of strain.

The comments by
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
came as a series of websites
linked to Iran’s presidency
bore the images of two lead-
ers of an exiled opposition
group Monday, with oth-
ers showing the pictures of
Khamenei and President
Ebrahim Raisi crossed out.

Iranian state television
quoted Khamenei’s com-
ments as coming from a
meeting he held with the
visiting sultan of Oman,
Haitham bin Tariq. Sultan

Haitham’s trip to Tehran,
his first since assuming
power in 2020, comes as
Muscat long has served as
an interlocutor between
Tehran and the West.

There have been grow-
ing signs of Egypt and Iran
potentially restoring ties,
particularly as Saudi Arabia
and Iran reached a détente
in March with Chinese me-
diation after years of ten-
sions. Cairo relies on Saudi
Arabia and other oil-rich
Gulf Arab states for eco-
nomic support.

“We welcome this is-
sue and have no problem in
this regard,” Khamenei re-
portedly said.

There was no imme-
diate reaction from Egypt
to Khamenei’s comments.
Officials in Cairo did not
respond to a request for

comment.
Egypt under Anwar

Sadat cut ties to Iran after
the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion. Sadat had been a close
friend to the deposed Shah
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
welcomed him to Egypt
just before his death and
hosted his state funeral in
1980.

The shah’s remains are
entombed at Cairo’s Al-
Rifai Mosque. Egypt’s
peace deal with Israel also
angered Iran’s theocratic
government, which views
Israel as its top regional en-
emy.

After the 2011 Arab
Spring and the election of
President Mohammed
Morsi, an Islamist who be-
longed to  the Muslim
Brotherhood, relations
warmed with Iran.

Oriana Serra lines up with other migrantes to take a boat to Lajas Blancas
after walking across the Darien Gap from Colombia to Panama in hopes of
reaching the U.S. in Bajo Chiquito, Panama.

Maggie Lorenz and Kevin Moch participate in a meeting of the word panel to
finalize the 2023 Scripps National Spelling Bee words at National Harbor
in Oxon Hill, Md.

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei meets with Oman’s Sultan
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said, center, as Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
sits in Tehran, Iran.

People take cover at metro station during a Russian rocket attack in
Kyiv, Ukraine.
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QUETTA; Director Operations NADRA briefed Deputy Speaker Balochistan Provincial Assembly Sardar Babar Khan Musakhail
and MPAs about NADRA

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initia-
tives Professor Ahsan Iqbal addressing at Inauguration of Engineering Inno-
vation Exhibition & Demonstration of VR, CV & Spatial Al Projects at ITU.

MUZAFERABAD: Activists of Pasban-e-Hurriyat cuff their hands and shout-
ing slogans during protest at Azadi Chowk against the alleged punishment of
life in prison to Hurriyat Leader Yasin Malik by India.

QUETTA: Vice Chancellor Sardar Bahadur Khan
Women’s University Quetta Prof. Dr. Sajida
Noureen meeting with Governor Balochistan Malik
Abdul Wali Khan Kakar

QUETTA: Senior Provincial Minister for Planning
& Development Haji Noor Muhammad Dummar and
MPA Haji Asghar Khan meeting with Chief Execu-
tive Officer Engr. Abdul Karim Jamali

QUETTA: MPA Hamal Kalmati meeting with Deputy
Commissioner Quetta Shehak Baloch

QUETTA: Quetta Metropolitan Corporation (QMC)
Administrator Quetta, Jabbar Baloch inspecting
the cleanliness in connection of National Games,
at Ayub Stadium in Quetta.

QUETTA: Chairman Senate Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, Senators Manzoor Ahmed Kakar, Abdul
Qadir and Kohda Babar condoling with Provincial
Minister Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran on sad
demise of his son

President directs repayment
of three wrongly auctioned

imported vehicles
ISLAMABAD (APP):
President Dr Arif Alvi
Monday directed the FBR
to apologize and make pay-
ment to a citizen whose
three imported vehicles
were mishandled by Cus-
toms Department and
wrongly auctioned by Cus-
tom officials at a low price
of almost Rs 3 million with-
out any notice to him.

The Customs Duty
paid by him was refunded
to some unauthorized clear-
ing agents, who later disap-
peared with the money, a
President House press re-
lease said.

The president di-
rected FBR to verify all re-
ceipts/documents, refund
the amount as per the as-
sessed value of the vehicles,
and refund the duties/
charges paid in favour of
importers/owners.

He also directed the
citizen to provide all docu-
ments and reconcile with

Customs Department en-
abling FBR to make pay-
ment within 30 days.

He observed that in-
terest should be added to
the payment since the auc-
tion money was lying with
the exchequer.

President Alvi gave
these directions while ac-
cepting a representation
filed by Iftikhar Ahmed
Awan (the complainant)
against the orders of the
Wafaqi Mohtasib.

The complainant had
stated that overseas Paki-
stanis, living in Japan, le-
gally imported three ve-
hicles for the personal use
of their families and the
freight against the vehicles
was paid.

However, FBR did
not release the vehicles and
sold the three cars in an auc-
tion at a low price of Rs
3,019,385.

Feeling aggrieved, the
complainant approached

the Wafaqi Mohtasib, who
directed FBR to make pay-
ment of sale proceeds of
vehicles to owners, after
verification as to why they
were being paid such a low
amount. The complainant
then filed a representation
with the president praying
that Customs Department
should be ordered to make
payment of sale proceeds
of the vehicles at prevailing
market rates as well as re-
fund all the duties/charges
which were paid. During
the proceedings , it was
pointed out that after the
completion of all formali-
ties, the ship carrying the
vehicles landed at another
terminal and the Customs
Department auctioned the
vehicles without any notice
to the importer, and that
the Customs Duty was re-
funded to unauthorized
clearing agents, which re-
sulted in huge financial loss
to the importers/owners.

Tarar says:

PTI leadership
responsible for

May 9 vandalism
PESHAWAR (APP): Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime
Minister Attaullah Tarar on
Monday said May 9 would
be remembered as a black
day in the country’s history
when the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leadership in-
stigated the party workers
to resort to vandalism, des-
ecrate the martyrs’ monu-
ments and attack on the
Jinnah House (Lahore).

Talking to the media
here after the Youth Talent
Hunt Programme, he said
the corruption of PTI lead-
ership had been exposed
and they were afraid of the
prison due to which they
instigated the party work-
ers for sabotage activities.

He said the over-
whelming participation of
patriotic youth and Paki-
stanis on the Martyrs’ Day
rallies on May 28 proved
that the nation had rejected

the PTI leadership as they
were responsible for the
turmoil on May 9.

He said on May 28 the
people of Pakistan gave a
strong message that they
would not support anyone
who was responsible for an
attack on the Jinnah house
and desecration of the mar-
tyrs’ monuments.

He said the PTI lead-
ership always misled the
youth and tried to instigate
them against the state in-
stitutions and armed forces
of Pakistan, while the Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz governments dis-
tributed laptops among
them (youth) and encour-
aged them to participate in
the nation building process.

Atta Tarar said the in-
cumbent government under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
would continue its efforts.

Elections to be held
on time: Ahsan Iqbal
LAHORE (APP): Federal
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Ini-
tiatives Ahsan Iqbal has said
that elections in the coun-
try will be held on time.

Talking to the media
here on Monday, he said in
a sarcastic vein that ‘revo-
lutionists’ could not bear
with jails for one or two
days.

He said , “The way
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf is
shattering reminds us of an
English language phrase
‘the house of cards’.” He
said the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leadership faced jails even
in tough situations, but
never raised hue and cry.

Ahsan Iqbal said there
were many people in the
PTI who did not support
the politics of its leadership
and the one being promoted
on the PTI’s social media.
He said that no patriotic
person could support nega-
tive propaganda being pro-
moted by the PTI overseas

social media against
country’s defence institu-
tions.

Ahsan Iqbal said that
if burning of residence of
Quaid-i-Azam in  Ziarat
could be termed terrorism,
then burning of Jinnah
House in Lahore could not
be ignored by terming it
political protest. Attacks
on country’s institutions
could not be termed politi-
cal protest, he said adding
that if red line had been
crossed and terrorism had
been committed, then it
would be called terrorism

He said  that if any
political worker would
play role within the param-
eters of politics and democ-
racy, then he would be con-
sidered as part of democ-
racy. To a question, he said
Pakistan had met all condi-
tions of International Mon-
etary Fund and he hoped
that soon matters with the
IMF would be finalised
which would definitely end
uncertainty in the market.

Pak-Iran ties strengthen with
electricity supply to Gwadar
Independent Report

QUETTA: Pakistan and
Iran emphasize the impor-
tance of friendship and
trade relations, highlighting
that promoting trade will
benefit the economies of
both countries.

In a significant step
towards this goal, Iran has
pledged to supply electric-
ity to Gwadar and its sur-
rounding areas, which is
welcomed by the President
of the Quetta Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Mr. Muhammad Asif.

During a visit to the
Iranian embassy, Mr. Asif
discussed the crucial need
for enhanced trade, social,
and diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and Iran
in the current era. He em-

phasized that fostering bet-
ter relations and support
between the neighboring
nations would contribute to
bilateral economic stability,
religious harmony, and
positive messages on na-
tional and international lev-
els.

Amid Pakistan’s ongo-
ing challenging circum-
stances, Iran’s commitment
to providing electricity and
support to Balochistan
demonstrates the strong
bond between the two
countries. Deputy Consul
General of Iran, Mr.
Fereidoun Perlourn, af-
firmed Iran’s commitment
to never forget Pakistan and
extended an invitation to
Mr. Asif, the patron-in-
chief of the Quetta Cham-

ber of Commerce and In-
dustry, and the delegation
to participate in an upcom-
ing trade conference in
Chahbahar.

Accepting the invita-
tion, Mr. Asif, along with
the delegation, including
Syed Zafar Agha, Ali Raza,
Subtain Khan, Niazmeen
Khan Durrani, and Barat
Khan Khilji, will attend the
trade conference in
Chahbahar, which promises
to be a significant platform
for fruitful discussions and
collaboration.

This move signifies
the determination of Paki-
stan and Iran to strengthen
their economic ties and pro-
mote regional cooperation
for the mutual benefit of
both nations.

Colonel Timur visits BRC
Loralai, emphasizes the
importance of education

Hearing against IK
rescheduled in BHC
Independent Report

QUETTA: A division
bench of Chief Justice of
Balochistan High Court,
Justice Naem Akhtar Af-
ghan, and Justice
Muhammad Aamir Nawaz
Rana has postponed further
hearings on a grave con-
tempt case under Article 6
of the Constitution, involv-
ing former Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s violation of
the constitution in Quetta.
The Constitutional request
filed by Abdul Razaq Shirk,
a Supreme Court lawyer,
on behalf of the
Federation’s representa-
tives Additional Attorney
General Hafeez Rafa and
Deputy Attorney General
Muhammad Naseem
Qasim, requested for more
time for submission of a
response, and the hearing is
now scheduled to resume

on June 7, 2023.
Former President of

the Supreme Court Bar As-
sociation, Amanullah
Kanrani, appeared on behalf
of the petitioner, while there
was no representation or
submission from the Na-
tional Assembly Secretary
or Imran Khan’s side. The
case revolves around alle-
gations of a constitutional
breach by Imran Khan, and
the contemptuous actions
committed against the con-
stitution.

The division bench,
headed by Chief Justice
Naem Akhtar Afghan, ex-
pressed its commitment to
ensuring justice is served
and maintaining the integ-
rity of the constitution. The
next hearing will further ex-
amine the details of the case
and the arguments pre-
sented by both parties.DG KF says:

Iran to invest in
Balochistan’s domestic

industry, livestock sector

Online QESCO
complaint cell

on May 31
Independent Report

QUETTA: QESCO, the
power supply company in
Quetta, has announced the
organization of an online
complaint cell to address
consumer grievances related
to electricity.

According to the
statement issued by the
Chief Executive Officer of
the company, Mr. Abdul
Kareem Jamali, the online
complaint cell will be held
on Wednesday, May 31,
2023, from 10 am to 12 pm.
During this period, con-
sumers will have the op-
portunity to directly voice
their complaints regarding
electricity over the tele-
phone. Therefore, all con-
sumers are advised to con-
tact the Chief Executive
Officer of QESCO directly
at the telephone number
0819202565 to seek reso-
lution for their issues.

The Chief Executive
Officer, along with the
Chief Engineer (Operations
Director) and other relevant
officers, will be present in
the online complaint cell to
address and assess con-
sumer complaints. Hence,
all QESCO consumers are
informed to contact the
provided telephone number
on Monday to register their
complaints and seek their
resolutions.

Sanjrani
condoles
demise of

Khetran’s son
QUETTA (APP): Chair-
man Senate Mohammad
Sadiq Sanjrani on Monday
visited the residence of
Balochistan Minister
Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khaitran and condoled the
demise of his son.

The senate chairman
expressed sorrow and grief
over the death of provin-
cial minister’s son and of-
fered fateha for the de-
parted soul.

Secretary General
Balochistan Awami Party
Senator Manzoor Ahmed
Kakar, Senator Abdul Qadir
and Senator Kohda Babar
accompanied the chairman.

Bilawal pays
tribute to

Pakistani UN
peacekeepers

ISLAMABAD (APP):
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
Monday paid tribute to
Pakistani peacekeepers and
the United Nations for its
peacekeeping efforts in all
parts of the world in the last
75 years.

In a tweet on social
media platform Twitter, he
said, “On the occasion of
International Day of UN
Peacekeepers, we pay trib-
ute to the 75 years long his-
tory of UN Peacekeeping.
As a top troop contributor
since 1960, over 200,000
Pakistani men & women
have served with valour in
46 UN Peacekeeping Mis-
sions in all parts of the
world.”

“168 of our bravest
have sacrificed their lives in
this noble cause. Over 4,300
Pakistani peacekeepers in-
cluding female officers are
serving with distinction
under UN flag today.

Independent Report
LORALAI: FC Colonel
Timur Javed, the Com-
mander of Frontier Corps,
visited Balochistan Resi-
dential College Loralai and
was warmly received by the
Principal, Professor Dr.
Abdul Samad Achakzai,
Vice Principal Mansoor
Ahmed, Professor Farooq
Ahmed Bazai, and other of-
ficers and academic staff.
The college celebrated the
graduation of students who
have successfully com-
pleted their bachelor’s de-
grees. As part of the event,
a night musical program was
organized at Balochistan
Residential College Loralai,
where singers from
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa participated.

The special guest of
the program was Com-
mander Loralai Scouts
Colonel Timur Javed. Dur-
ing the ceremony, degrees
were distributed among the
graduating students.

The event was at-
tended by Education Of-
ficer FC, Hamidullah

Baloch, Account Officer
FC, and a large number of
influential tribal elders from
the region, as well as par-
ents and families of the stu-
dents. Principal BRC Dr.
Abdul Samad Achakzai
briefed Colonel Timur
Javed about Balochistan
Residential College Loralai.
In the assembly of BRC
College, gifts and degrees
were distributed among the
graduating students.

Addressing the gather-
ing, FC Colonel Timur Javed
said, “Education is the name
of awareness, and through
education, we can achieve
success. FC Balochistan
will play its role in educa-
tion along with peace and
security. The people of the
region and respected indi-
viduals should also contrib-
ute to this cause.” He ex-
pressed his delight over the
significant number of suc-
cessful students from BRC
Loralai, emphasizing that
FC Balochistan is provid-
ing special attention to edu-
cation through scholar-
ships.

‘No compromise on
country’s dignity,

honour’: Ishaq Dar
ISLAMABAD (APP):
Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue,
Mohammad Ishaq Dar
Monday said that the civil
and military leadership
were on the same page
against miscreants involved
in the 9 May incidents who
will be brought to justice.

Talking to a private
news channel he said that
such incidents should be
condemned, adding that the
government was committed
to strengthening the na-
tional economy and all
stakeholders should play

their role in this regard.
While criticizing the

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), he said the Khan’s
government had “brought
the country to the brink of
default”, but the current
rulers “preferred” to save
the nation instead of its
votes. The finance minister
said that we all have to
work together to get the
country out of the crisis due
to the wrong policies of the
previous government. PTI
must realize that its dirty
politics was not in the in-
terests of Pakistan.

PTA conducts QoS survey in
Punjab, Sindh, KP & AJK

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) has con-
ducted independent Qual-
ity of Service (QoS) sur-
veys across eighteen cities
in Punjab, Sindh, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
to measure the performance
and quality of services pro-
vided by Cellular Mobile
Operators (CMOs) to their
customers.

During the survey,
QoS Key Performance In-
dicators (KPIs) of Voice,
SMS and Mobile Broad-

band including Mobile Net-
work Coverage were
checked in accordance with
Next Generation Mobile
Service (NGMS) licenses
and Cellular Mobile Net-
work Quality of Service
(QoS) Regulations, 2021,
using state-of-the-art auto-
mated QoS Monitoring &
Benchmarking Tool, said a
news release on Monday.

The drive test teams
selected survey routes in
such a manner to cover main
roads, service roads and the
majority of sectors, and
colonies in surveyed areas.

Based upon the com-
pliance level of each KPI
against the threshold de-
fined in the respective li-
censes and QoS Regulations,
CMOs have been ranked
between 1st to 4th position
in Punjab, Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa while 1st to 5th
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
in Mobile Network Cover-
age and Voice services. Simi-
larly, in Mobile Broadband
Speed segment, the ranking
is with respect to the highest
data download and upload
speed, network latency and
webpage loading time.

QUETTA (APP): Director
General Khana-e-Farhang
Iran Quetta Abu-al-Hasan
Mari said that Iran is ready
to invest in domestic indus-
try, livestock and other sec-
tors in Balochistan to fos-
ter economic activities and
meet the energy needs of the
province.

He expressed these
views while talking to a del-
egation of Balochistan In-
ternational Think Tank
headed by Chairman Owais
Jadoon who called on him
here at his office.

The other members of
the delegation included se-

nior journalist Shehzada
Zulfiqar, former parlia-
mentarians Abdul Rahim
Ziaratwal, Dr. Ishaq
Baloch, Abdul Qaharudan
and Abdul Qayyum
Baidar.

Director General
Khana0-e- Farhang Iran
said that Iran is ready to
invest in  d omestic in-
d us t ry,  lives to ck an d
other secto rs to  s olve
economic problems, and
meet energy needs of
Ba lo ch is t an  as  bo th
countries enjoy centu-
r ie s -old  cu ltura l an d
brotherly relations.

Saifullah
rejoins PTI
3 days after
departure

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Senator Saifullah Niazi has
rejoined Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) three days
after leaving the party over
May 9 vandalism.

The party leader had
announced to quit the party
over May 9 incidents while
addressing a press confer-
ence in National Press Club.

However, Saifullah
Niazi was among the PTI
Senators including Faisal
Saleem Rehman, Hamayun
Mohmand, Zarqa Taimur,
Seemi Ezdi, Falak Naz
Chitrali, Fiza Muhammad
and Zeeshan Khanzada
who addressed a joint press
conference outside Parlia-
ment House on Monday
and condemned the May 9
incidents.

All culprits
involved in May
9 vandalism to
be brought to
justice: Hafiz

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pa-
kistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) Spokesperson
Hafiz Hamdullah on Mon-
day said that Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s antago-
nistic stance against the
country’s institutions
would not be tolerated any-
more and culprits involved
in May 9 vandalism would
soon be brought to justice.

Talking to a private
news channel, he said PTI
leaders were involved in the
May 9 riots and they
should be arrested.

He also slammed PTI
for allegedly misleading the
people and said that the PTI
did not follow the ethics of
politics and ethics of the
peaceful protest.

ECB expresses concerns over
non-payment of dues to

newspapers and journals
Independent Report

QUETTA: The leaders of
the Editors Council of
Balochistan have expressed
their concerns over the non-
payment of dues to news-
papers and journals. The
Chief Minister of
Balochistan and the Chief
Secretary have been ap-
pealed to promptly to en-
sure the immediate release
of funds for the settlement.

The Balochistan Edi-
tors Council has described
in their statement that
Chief Minister Abdul
Qudoos Bizenjo, taking
into account the financial
difficulties of newspapers
and journals, issued direc-
tives to the Treasury De-
partment for the release of
funds for the outstanding
dues. This decision was re-
ceived with great joy among
the stakeholders and work-
ers of the newspaper indus-
try. However, unfortu-
nately, due to the bureau-
cratic inefficiency and ad-
herence to outdated prac-
tices, the newspaper indus-
try is once again being
pushed into financial diffi-
culties.

Despite the Chief
Minister’s directives being
in effect for a month, the
Finance Secretary is still
sluggish in executing the re-
lease of funds. Responsible
individuals within the de-
partment have revealed that
the said Secretary is cur-
rently on an official trip
abroad, and his absence has
hindered the verification of
facts. As a result, no con-
firmation can be obtained
from the Secretariat regard-
ing whether the concerned
Secretary is actually out of
the country. The Editors
Council of Balochistan
strongly condemns this un-
professional behavior of the
Finance Secretary, who, by
disregarding the explicit di-
rectives of the Chief Min-
ister, is exacerbating the fi-
nancial problems faced by
the newspaper industry.

In order to document
their protest in a proper
manner, the Balochistan
Editors Council has re-
quested newspaper owners
to approach the Finance
Office of the Secretariat for
a protest in case the non-
payment persists.


